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CHAPTER 7 

PRIVATE VENTURE SCHOOLS 

Brief history and meaning of the term 

These schools, their meaning shortly to be 

defined, are given space in this dissertation because 

they provided an alternative and competing form of 

education to the public schools. Historically, they 

preceded the public schools in Tasmania as they had 

done in England and their origins lie in the charity 

schools, Sunday Schools and dame schools of the 

eighteenth century. 

The origin of private venture schools in Tasmania 

is not difficult to discover. Thomas Fitzgerald, a 

former convict who shared his time between clerking, 

teaching and drinking, started his school in Hobart in 

1807 and was followed by a number of others whose 

reputations, in some cases, were no better. Fitzgerald 

and his wife were given grants of money by the 

government in 1817 and 1818 to maintain their schools. 

Schools of a quite different kind, however, existed in 

the early decades. The Society for the Propagation of 

the Gospel in Foreign Parts, an Anglican body 

a.ssociated with the Society for Promoting Christian 

Knowledge, founded a school in Hobart and a Wesleyan 

Sunday School was established at much the same time in 

the second decade of settlement. In the late twenties, 

Archdeacon Thomas Scott's enquiry yielded two reports 

on education. Scott urgently recommended the 

establishment and government funding of male and female 

orphan schools for the children of convicts and 

destitute parents, infant schools, the building of 

twenty day schools throughout the island and a general 

boarding school to be supported by subscription by 

parents who did not wish their children to associate 
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with the children of emancipated or convict parents . 1 

The efforts of the two Governors, Arthur and Franklin 

and private individuals, to assist the churches 

financially in their educational endeavours and to 

found schools for parents who could afford to pay fees 

for the kind of school Scott had proposed have been 

mentioned in the first chapter. The brief mention of 

them here is necessary in order to attempt a definition 

of the private venture school. 

Such an attempt will not yield a definit.ion that 

will hold good over the whole period from 18 39 - and 

even earlier to 1913. Neither will a meaning be 

found which will be so comprehensive as to admit of no 

exceptions. But some exclusionary definitions will, in 

the first instance, help to clarify later statements. 

Private venture schools were funded out of the purse of 

the individual (or some member of the indi vidua 1 's 

family) , 

income, 

who taught 

chiefly by 

Fitzgerald's school, 

in the 

way 

and 

school 

of fees, 

other 

and by 

was 

like 

whom all 

received. 

it, 

unimportant exceptions to this characteristic. 

were 

These 

schools were completely autonomous in every sense. The 

teachers had no governing or advisory body to whom they 

were responsible or upon which they depended for their 

livelihood. It was the teacher alone who :made the 

decisions. It was the teacher who decided the location 

of the school, and the building and even the room in 

which classes were to be conducted. It was she (the 

feminine form will be used hereafter because most 

private venture school teachers were female) who 

decided which pupils she would accept and which she 

would not; it was she who decided what would be taught 

and when; she, and no other, decided the days and hours 

1 HRA III V. Archdeacon Scott to Lieut. Governor 
Arthur, 13.2.26, pp. 154-66. 
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be open and the days 

and it was she who set 

when 

the 

These characteristics can be almost universally 

applied to private venture schools in Tasmania in the 

nineteenth century and up to 1906 in which year all 

private schools and all teachers had, by law, to be 

registered. They not only characterise private venture 

schools, they also distinguish them from public schools 

and all denominational schools. In making that 

contrast, a further characteristic of private venture 

schools is apparent, namely, that their autonomy 

extended to the right to include or exclude religious 

instruction from the classroom. This marked them off 

from the denominational schools and also the public 

schools which allotted time in the schools' programme 

for non-sectarian religious teaching. 

There were other characteristics of the private 

venture school which were so commonly found as to be 

typical. The school building was not built for school 

purposes and, in the majority of cases, children were 

taught in a private house, owned or rented by the 

teacher or, perhaps, by another family member. In some 

cases, the property owned or rented was not domestic, 

but a public building such as a public hall or church 

hall. The teacher was probably without formal training 

and possibly had not taken her own education much 

beyond primary school level. There are many exceptions 

to this, however. A number of women had had private 

tuition which may have been in advance of that which 

many public primary school teachers had to offer. A 

number had also had some professional training. Many 

teachers, especially in the early decades of the 

nineteenth century, however, had had the most meagre 

and broken schooling and no acquaintance with teacher 
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training. Yet again, some, though untrained, were very 

experienced teachers, some of whom had taught in 

schools other than their own. Quite often, more than 

one woman or girl taught at a private venture school. 

It was usual for a school to be known by the name of 

the owner or lessee of the property - the schools were 

known officially to the Board of Education and 

Education Department as Mrs -' s School or Miss - 's 

School but in many of them the daughter taught 

alongside the mother or the sister alongside sister. A 

husband and wife combination was less common. 

Many teachers depended upon teaching for their 

livelihoods, but others had additional sources of 

income in which cases the school fees may have been 

supplements. Some were in a different condition of 

dependence, namely, the income formed a part, major or 

minor, of the family's total income. Others would seem 

to have been relatively independent and had no need to 

call upon other sources of income. In such cases, the 

fees may have been regarded as personal income or 

otherwise to be disposed of as its possessor thought 

fit. At one end of the income range were women whose 

existences were precarious, hand-to·-mouth and 

desperate. At 

well provided 

unnecessary 

existences. 

the other 

for that 

for the 

end, were women who were so 

additional income was quite 

maintenance of comfortable 

The organization of the private schools was a 

direct consequence of the number of pupils. Typically, 

the number enrolled was small because the accommodation 

was limited. Classes were conducted in one room, as a 

rule, and the room was one of the rooms of a house set 

aside for teaching and in many cases it did service as 

the living room for the family out of school hours. In 

some cases the room was used by the pupils and the 
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teacher and her family simultaneously. Other schools 

made use of more than one room. The daily average 

attendance was much lower than the number of children 

enrolled. It also fluctuated considerably from day to 

day and even during the course of a day, because it was 

not uncommon for children to attend for a part of the 

day or to come and go. 

The size of the school or class and its 

irregularity of attendance largely determined the ways 

in which teaching was organised. The school room with 

its collection of chairs, stools, forms and tables 

placed in no fixed relationship with each other was 

often cramped for space. In such circumstances, the 

allocation of space according to age was not possible, 

nor even the simplest division into older children and 

infants who invariably formed a large proportion of the 

total. In a single room it was not possible, either, 

to segregate the sexes, a practice so remorselessly 

pursued in the public system as to be elevated to a 

principle. Classification according to abi 1 i ty, not 

introduced into the public system until the 1860's, was 

probably not made use of in the private venture 

schools. These three forms of division, by age, sex 

and ability, will be examined in detail later. 

The private venture school, historically, has been 

viewed as being equivalent to, or perhaps a minor 

variation of, the much scorned dame school. The term 

has strong associations with schooling in England in 

the eighteenth century and was carried over well into 

the nineteenth century. Visually, the term conveyed a 

picture of an ignorant old woman, offering little more 

than a child-minding service, surrounded by a host of 

children, mostly infants, seated in a dark, ill-lit, 

cheerless and unhealthy room in a decaying dwelling in 

a poor quarter of the town or village. The children 
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who attended dame schools learned very little, their 

intellectual capacities remained undeveloped and 

unexercised. The word of God was unknown to them and 

the Scriptures unrecited. The image of the dame school 

was not only firmly fixed in the public perception, it 

also became lodged in the official mind. Horace Mann, 

whose Education Report formed a part of the Census of 

Great Britain of 1851, at tempted a classification of 

the 29,425 private school teachers who submitted 

returns to him: 

1. SUPERIOR 
(Classical, Boarding, Proprietary/Ladies etc) 

2. MIDDLING 
(Commercial etc; teaching arithmetic English 
grammar, and geography 

3. INFERIOR 
(Principally dame schools; only reading 
and writing taught, the latter not always) 

UNDESCRIBED 

4,956 

7,095 

13,879 

2 

Such images of 'inferior' schools were not only 

durable; they also travelled well. Quite unchanged, 

they were transported to Tasmania and became part of 

the stock of misrepresentations, ridicule and half

truths used by promoters of the public school system to 

bring about their end. Putting those criticisms aside 

for the moment, it will be seen that not all Tasmanian 

private venture schools conformed, by any imaginative 

means, to the popular and official perceptions of them 

by Tasmanians. 

2 Cel]._;>,Jl!?__pf_~G_:r:_§_§...t_Br::.j. tai~§.51. Education, England 
and Wales, Report and Tables, p.xxxiii. 
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In the early years of the public school system, as 

in the remainder of the nineteenth century also, the 

private venture schools flourished in response to a 

strong demand by parents to enrol their children. 

Among their number were schools conducted by teachers 

of the highest professional standing, trained at the 

best Normal institutions in Britain after lengthy and 

successful 

experience. 

reputation 

than sixty 

education and with years of teaching 

James Bonwick, later to win a wider 

as a teacher, historian and author of more 

publications on education and history and 

writer of school text books, 3 had been brought out from 

England in 1841 to be principal of the colony's most 

important public school. He and his wife left the 

Liverpool Street School in Hobart after less than two 

years and started their private school which they named 

Hofwyl House after Phillip von Fellenberg whose idea of 

education as social regeneration the Bonwicks obviously 

shared. The school was in existence until the Bonwicks 

left for Adelaide in 1850, James having failed to 

secure the Inspectorship of the island's public schools 

made vacant by the death of Charles Bradbury. Bonwick 

had been selected for his position in Tasmania by Hugh 

Tremenheere, Inspector of Schools with the Privy 

Council's Committee on Education. He had been educated 

at the Borough Road Model School as a boy and later 

taught for six years in schools connected with the 

British and Foreign School Society, the founding 

society of the Borough Road School. 4 Bonwick had been 

a pupil of John Thomas Crossley (see chapter on 

Curriculum for details of his work) who had himself 

been a pupil of Joseph Lancaster and who later became 

3 ADB 3 1851-1890 A-C, pp.190-192. 

4 AOT CSO 8/122/2996 - 3033. Report of Commission of 
enquiry into J.D. Loch's charges 1845, pp. 135-36. 
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well known for his writings on curriculum and as an 

author of text-books. 

Hofwyl House was a private venture school, but in 
no sense was it a dame school. On the contrary, it was 

one of the better schools in the colony because of its 

location 'in a heal thy and beautiful district, away 

from the social evils of town life, ' 15 its innovative 

philosophy following the ideas of Fellenberg and its 

modern teaching methods. They were based, not on the 

monitorial system then currently in use in Tasmanian 

public schools, but on the newly acclaimed principles 

of the Interrogative System and Simultaneous 

Questioning which Crossley had done much to publicise. 

Nor was Bonwick the only well qualified private venture 

school proprietor or teacher. A Mr. Low, another of the 

six teachers brought out by the Board of Education, 

also established his own private school. Charles 

Bradbury on his inspection of Richmond Public School at 

which Mr. and Mrs. Low were the teachers reported that 

'on the whole this school may be said to be in a very 

satisfactory state not inferior to the best in the 

island. ' 6 Low had received his training at Borough 

Road Model School. His own school he cal led, rather 

grandly, Harrow Hill House Academy. 

practical 

principles. 7 

education, imparted 

He offered a sound 

on enlightened 

A new School room is nearly finished, which 
will accommodate forty pupils; it is well 
ventilated and much attention has been 
bestowed in fitting it up with every 
convenience necessary for the purposes of 
tuition; there is ample accommodation for 

~ ·•-•e-~~-,·-·--~-~~~---·-~~-~-·~-~-·-

5 Colonial~~TjJlles 2.1.49, p.2. 

6 AOT CSO 8/121/3000. Report of commission of 
enquiry into J.D. Loch's charges, 1845, p.189. 

7 Colonial Times 2.1.49, p.2. 
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boarders and also a well enclosed 
playground. e 

Mr. L. Langley, Fellow of the Linnaean Society, was the 

proprietor of The Classical and Commercial Academy in 
Melville Street, Hobart, and had had almost thirty 

years teaching experience in England and the colony. 9 

Mr. Barret of New Norfolk was the owner of the 

Commercial Academy and was able to call upon four 

clergyman, a medical practitioner and five others for 

references .1 ° Mr. Swifte, at his Hobart boarding and 

day school, known as Wentworth Academy, offered 

English, Modern and Ancient History, Geography, use of 

the Globes, Mathematics, Latin, French and Drawing at a 

fee of one guinea a quarter for day scholars . 1 1 Mr. 

E.D. Oldfield offered a similar education, having taken 

over the Campbell Street School in Hobart from the 

Board of Education . 1 2 Mr. C. F. Cresswell of Melbourne 

Street and Mr. W. Thompson of Kelly Street had similar 

establishments. Mrs. Rogers, of Brisbane Street, 

Hobart, was the owner of an establishment for young 

ladies and she assured parents that 'every kindness and 

parental consideration' would be shown her charges 

'combined with strict attention to their health, morals 

and general advancement.' 13 

Teachers and schools such as these, despite their 

precarious and short existences in some individual 

cases, provided for the educational needs of children, 

8 .Ibid. 

9 Ibid. 

10 Ibid. 

11 Ibid. 

12 Jbid. 

13 Jbid. 
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especially in the two cities and larger towns, and 

continued to do so throughout the period, 1839 to 1913. 

All the daily newspapers, weeklies, periodical 

journals, almanacs and trade directories carried their 

advertisements. Much of their work is unknown to us 

except for the bare outlines which the advertisements 

contained. What is clear is that these schools 

occupied a place in the educational life of the colony 

somewhere between the denominational schools, to the 

larger and more enduring of which they bore a 

resemblance in their curricula and scale of fees, and 

the public schools. Private venture schools they may 

certainly be classified, but their clientele was such 

that parents who were without reasonable or even 

substantial means would not have enrolled their 

children at them. Mr. H. M. Pike was headmaster of a 

Hobart private school which charged fees of between ten 

and twelve guineas a year, when public school fees for 

one child were ninepence a week. As to his clientele, 

he stated: 

The social position of my pupils ranges over 
a wide field. There are sons of barristers, 
doctors, and clergymen and generally of the 
higher class of trades-people.t4 

These schools thus competed for pupils with the well 

established denominational schools at one level and the 

smaller private venture schools at another level. To a 

linli ted extent, if their fees were low, they may have 

competed with the better placed public schools, but, in 

the main, they did not compete with them for students. 

It was the small, one teacher, private venture schools 

charging fees similar to those charged in the public 

schools, which did provide an alternative and it is to 

them that attention now turns. 

14 HAJ XV 1867, paper 44. Report of Royal Commission 
on Public Education 1867, evidence of Mr. H.M. 
Pike, pp. 26-7. 
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It may be more accurate to say that it was the 

public schools which provided the al terna ti ve to the 

private venture schools and not the reverse statement. 
It was the private venture school which was the first 

in the field; it was the public school which was the 

newcomer, the interloper. And it was the public school 

system which competed and did its best - or its worst -

to drive the private venture schools out of existence. 

The first organisers of the public schools were not 

satisfied with providing an alternative 

schooling, seeking co-existence with the 

form of 

private 

venture schools. Later organisers and administrators 

of the Board and Department, Stephens and Rule 

especially, were not content with anything less than a 

uniform 

colony, 

system of public 

placing education 

education throughout 

within the reach of 

the 

all 

children. Their aim, in short, was to gain a monopoly 

of primary education for the State with no exceptions, 

other than the denominational schools. 

Franklin's Regulations of 1839, in seeking the 

establishment of public schools in the towns and 

districts of the island, 15 placed the Board schools and 

the many private schools, already in existence, in 

opposition to each other, When Charles Bradbury 

visited the Board's school at Launceston in 1845 he 

blamed the alarming decline in attendance on the 

subsiding of the teacher's 'zeal and activity which he 

at first displayed' and on: 

The recent opening of two Church of England 
Day Schools which are rather well attended 
and also the fact of private Day Schools 
being unusually numerous in Launceston. This 
I have frequently heard remarked by different 

15 LCP 1840. Report of Board of Education. 
Regulations of the Free Day Schools. 
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persons. I have heard it asserted that there 
are not less than fifty of these in the 
town . 1 6 

He gave the same cause for decline at New Town, near 

Hobart ,1 7 and in the following year, again at 
Launceston, he was even more concerned: 

The number of Day Schools has greatly 
increased in Launceston during the last year 
or two, there are now a great number of them, 
mostly of a small description, but the 
increase of these and the new public schools 
opened in connexion with the Church of 
England will, I apprehend, permanently thin 
the school under the management of the 
Board. 18 

The warning is quite clear and it is all the sharper 

for the fact that it was sounded in the two largest 

towns. Failure of the Board to make headway in 

Launceston and Hobart, to establish and maintain 

schools, to find and place teachers in them, 

represented the most serious threat to the general 

purpose of the Board, namely, the provision of public 

schools throughout the island. And it was the rapid 

growth of private venture schools that alarmed Bradbury 

because there was nothing he could do to arrest it and 

neither did he have the funds or teachers to counter 

it. His fears were well founded for the growth in 

pupil numbers in the new public schools, especially at 

the time he was writing, was slow and hesitating: 

16 AOT CSO 11/32/683. Secretary's Report for 1845, 
p.81. 

17 Ibid., p.92. 

18 Ibid., Secretary's Report for 1846, p.232. 
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785 
1046 
1255 
1460 
1407 
1493 
1413 
151019 

Neither had there been growth in the number of Board of 

Education Schools: 

1839 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 

22 
25 
26 
25 
24 
23 
21 
232 0 

The numbers attending private schools in 1848, that is, 

not including children at denominational schools, were 

much greater than those at Board of Education Schools -

2668 in 115 schools as against 1161 in 23 schools.21 

The Board 

difficulty in 

was obviously having the greatest 

winning the support of parents. To 

increase the numbers of children attending was an 

urgent consideration, made the more urgent by the 

humiliating defeat of Denison's Education Bill in 1848 

by the Legislative Council. The Governor's proposal to 

transfer the funding of public education from central 

government to the localities by way of a local rate was 

therefore rejected and central government was obliged 

to continue to finance the schools from hard pressed 

funds. A practical and seemingly simple solution to 

the problems of the public education system was to 

discredit the private venture schools, force closure on 

19 Secretary's Reports for 1843, p.5; 1844, p.5; 
1845, p.7; 1846, p.15. 

20 ];bid. 

21 Secretary's Report for 1848, pp. 7,15. 
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them and add to the pupil members at the public 

schools. 

Thomas Arnold pointed out to the Board in 1853, 

that of the 86 private schools in the colony, 69 were 

within the Police Districts which included Hobart and 

Launceston.zz Most of them, he thought were 

'Commercial Schools, of greater or less merit, for the 

education of the middle classes, at which terms of 

admission are such as to exclude the children of the 

labouring population' .23 With these schools Arnold was 

not concerned, but he added: 

There is a lower class of Private Schools, 
conducted mostly by persons who have been 
transported, which competes with the 
Government Schools for the education of the 
children of the poor. I have reason to 
believe that these Schools are 1 as a class 1 

inefficient in the extreme, and it would not 
be one of the least benefits which the 
elevation and improvement of the Public 
Schools would confer on the community if the 
occupation of these .§oi-disq,nt instructors 
were thereby cut off. On the whole, it seems 
evident that the public and private means of 
instruction together fall far short of what 
is required in order to make the next 
generation an educated people. 2 4 

It appears that Arnold did not set foot inside these 

schools, but instead he relied upon the views of 

others. And, as he would have known, the criminal 

background and poor skills that the teachers exhibited 

were not confined to them alone. There was little to 

justify the uttering of such singular remarks when, at 

much the same time, the Reverend Arthur Davenport, in 

22 Secretary's Report for 1853, p.3. 

23 I12Jd., p.4. 

24 IQ.id. 
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his report on the Church of England Schools in the 

Archdeaconry of Hobart, wrote: 

There are fourteen Schools in this Division 
of the Diocese still under the charge of 
Masters, who, though now free, with, I 
believe, a single exception, were formerly 
Prisoners of the crown.2~ 

Arnold's predecessor as Inspector and Secretary, 

Charles Bradbury, though he did not necessarily mention 

the convict origins of teachers in the service of the 

Board, was just as despairing of the unsuitability of 

Board teachers as Arnold was of small private school 

teachers. Teachers at Campbell Town, Perth, Glenorchy, 

Sorell, Westbury and Kangaroo Point, six of the total 

of 20 Board schools - were hopelessly incompetent, he 

said, doing great harm to their pupil's intellectual 

development,26 

Major H.C. Cotton, Arnold's successor, was quite 

prepared to let the private venture schools in the 

principal toHns go about their business unhindered by 

the Board, providing the Board gave more of its 

attention to children in the country districts. 27 

Stephens, in 1858, wrote that private schools in his 

Northern region were a matter of no concern. 2 s 

Stutzer, in 1859, wrote that, in his view, local 

responsibility for the funding of education was the 

best remedy for current problems and added that 

'wherever a private School can stand of itself, I would 

support it, instead of crushing it, as at present, by 

25 AOT NS 373/244. Report upon the Parochial Schools 
within the Archdeaconry of Hobart Town, p.3. 

26 AOT CSO 11/32/683. Secretary's Report for 1845, 
pp. 33,48,113,122,136,140-41. 

27 Inspector's Report for 1856, p.4. 

28 Northern Board of Education. Inspector's Report 
for 1858, p.7. 
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Government competition. ' 2 9 His quid pro guo was 

government inspection of these schools, the quality of 

education in which he described as 'often worse than 

useless, especially for females; to open a school being 
in many cases the last refuge of the destitute'. 30 

But attacks on the private venture schools 

persisted. In the Annual Report from 1877 onwards, it 

was James Rule who carried the at tack on the private 

schools and Stephens seems to have been content for his 

junior to do so. Rule was concerned to show that the 

existence of the private venture schools was 

detrimental to the attendance rates in public schools: 

There are in many places small private 
schools conducted by teachers whose fitness 
for their work is either doubtful or well 
known to be unsatisfactory. Attendance at 
these schools is, however, sufficient to 
satisfy the law as it stands at present; and 
the consequence is that the education of many 
children, even of those attending regularly, 
is 1 it tle better than a pretence: in others 
attendance is a mere pretence.31 

And a year later, in 1879, he wrote: 

There are not sufficient date available for 
determining the number of children attending 
regularly at private schools. These, 
including grammar schools and dame schools, 
range between wide extremes in efficiency. 
The latter are a numerous class; and many of 
them are very inefficient, being conducted by 
young women with no special training for the 
work, and with the slenderest educational 
attainments, especially in Arithmetic, in 
which few that have come under my notice are 
up to the work of the Third Class in the 
Public Schools. Where no good school is 
within reach, one that only teaches children 

29 Southern Board of Education. Inspector's Report 
for 1859, p.20. 

30 Jbid., p.15. 

31 Inspector's Report for 1878/ p.13. 
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to read is better than none at all; but in 
several Districts the existence of such 
schools and the family connections of the 
teachers either prevent the establishment of 
Public Schools or hinder the usefulness of 
those that have been established, in many 
cases to the extent of necessitating their 
discontinuance for want of scholars, although 
the population around them is ample for their 
support. 32 

Stephens estimated that in the Northern Districts alone 

there were 96 private schools of various kinds with a 

nominal attendance of 2332 children. He thought that 

bona fide attendance - presumably he meant the average 

daily attendance - was about 1500. With a total of 

about 3,500 in daily average attendance at public 

schools, the proportion of children at private schools, 

of whom a large proportion were at what he described as 

dame schools, was 30 per cent of the total. 33 In 1882, 

Stephens wrote that there ought to be means of 

ascertaining 'the sanitary conditions of private 

schools, their attendance, and standards of efficiency. 

Without this there always will be, as there is at 

present, much evasion of the law by nominal attendance 

at inefficient schools' .34 

The 1882 Select Committee was not asked to enquire 

into the private schools and only one question, a 

leading question, on private schools was put to Rule 

who was pleased to agree with the Commit tee members 

that, if education were to be made free, many of the 

inefficient private schools would be required to shut 

down. 35 Neither was the Royal Commission of 1883 

32 Inspector's Report for 1879, p.12. 

33 Ibid. 

34 Inspector's Report for 1882, p.13. 

35 ~pA XLIII 1882, paper 106. Report of Select 
Committee on Education, 1882, p.13. 
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concerned with asking questions about private schools. 

It listened to the testimony of 33 witnesses and 

invited written responses from the Chief Inspector and 

the two Inspectors, from 82 Chairmen of Local Boards, 

32 Principals of Private Superior Schools and no fewer 

than 132 teachers employed by the Board of Education. 36 

Clergy, committee members of the Ragged School 

Association and the Benevolent Society, public school 

teachers, Inspectors of Schools, an Inspector of Mines, 

Truant Officers and Principals of denominational 

schools gave oral evidence, but no proprietor or 

teacher from a private venture school was invited to 

attend. Obviously, the Commissioners felt their 

presence and testimony to be unnecessary in the framing 

of their recommendations. Without producing any 

evidence of any kind at all, they came to a conclusion, 

and so recommended, that private elementary schools be 

licensed and, in so doing, they excluded teachers at 

denominational Superior Schools from their 

recommendation. The language used by the Commissioners 

in their references to the private venture schools was 

quite intemperate: 

There are inferior private schools whose 
existence is due, not to any educational 
demand that they supply, but to their 
affording a cheap and convenient means of 
avoiding education. The teaching at these 
schools is defective in quantity and quality, 

the attendance is to the last degree 
attenuated, - but the schools exist. 37 

If our public primary education is to be a 
success, some provision must be made for 
dealing effectively with these refuges of 
ignorance. 38 

36 JHA XLV 1883, paper 70. Report of Royal Commission 
on Public Education, 1883, pp. 54-5, 66-8, 125-27, 
189-90. 

37 Ibid., p. xxix. 

38 Ibid. 



-449-

When the matter was discussed in Parliament as a 

part of the Education Bill, widely differing opinions 

were aired. One member thought that making education 

free would be unfair to private schools and would close 

a number of them. 39 Libertas, after reading the 

newspaper reports of the debates, declared, in a letter 

to T_he Mercury, that the attempt to license private 

school teachers would be: 

A piece of unwarrantable impertinence even 
for 'legislators to presume to interfere 
between the parents and the teachers who are 
chosen by them to instruct their children. 40 

His solution was that private school headmasters should 

keep a register of pupils. If, in addition, no new 

private schools were to be permitted to open without 

proof of qualification, then, 'the inefficient private 

school [would] soon die out, leaving only those who 

would do good work in our land. 4 1 Edward Braddon, the 

proposer of the compulsory inspection clause in the 

Bill, acceded to the proposal that a compulsory 

register be kept.42 TJ:lg_f1erc1.!IT was quite relieved 

that Braddon 's proposal had been amended because it 

kept the State's finger out of everybody's pie. 4 3 The 

newspaper editorial also declared: 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

For our part, we should be very well pleased 
to see a much larger number of children 
attending private schools, especially small 
schools, where the children are looked after 
individually, but this cannot be done, mainly 

!:t~I-~ll.U 28.8.85, p. 2. 

!':LE:.r.-<:::J-1 a 31.8.85, p. 3. 

IJ?id. 

~t§rQ_g.a 9.9.85, p. 3. 

JJ)_id. I p. 2. 
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owing to the ignorance and carelessness of 
parents, but there is no reason why the State 
should discourage such schools, which do work 
of a kind that large State schools never can 
do. 4 4 

To Braddon, Stephens and Rule and their Inspectors, the 

amendment was well short of what they aimed for. For 

what it was worth, the new legislation did provide the 

public education administrators with some idea of how 

many private schools of all kinds there were in the 

colony and how many children attended them. Over the 

years, estimates had been made of the number of private 

schools in existence. They were reasonably accurate 

estimates since they were derived from the computations 

made by Inspectors and Truant Officers who picked up 

scraps of information as they moved around their 

districts. But what was not known was the number of 

children enrolled, the average daily attendance or, 

indeed, whether registers, before the 18 85 Act, were 

kept. 

The following figures for a much later period, 

are derived from the ~-el.J.§lJ:!.§ __ of _Tasm_&tDia, 

1901, and §.!_a ti~tj_£':',E?. ... ~<?L.5a§..lJl_ania, 1911. 

1911 figures the figures refer, 

1881, 1891 and 

Except for the 

not to gross 

enrolments, but to the number of 'distinct scholars' as 

recorded in registers or otherwise compiled by 

calculation: 
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Children receiving Instruction in Tasmaniar 
1881, 1891, 1901, 1911 

State Schools 
Pte.Venture Schools, 

11 11 Primary 
11 11 Secondary 

Denominational Schools, 
" 

11 Primary 
" '' Secondary 

All Private Schools 

1881 1891 

9996 15062 

6772 7661 

1901 

20285 

6229* 

2035 
681 

8945 
*includes Secondary also 

1911 

32244 

833 
652 

4384 
1269 
7138 

4 !5 

Categories of private schools were not included until 

19011 but there does not seem to be much doubt of 

Rule's estimations that a large proportion of private 

school pupils were from private venture schools. It 

would be unwise to work back from the 1901 figure 1 

fixing the proportion of private venture schools pupils 

to all private school pupils as 6229 divided by 8945, 

that is 69.6%1 but a ratio of some such magnitude is 

not unreasonable since it seems the further back the 

figures are taken from 1901, the greater the proportion 

of all private school pupils to state school pupils. 

In 1901, the proportion of all private school pupils to 

State school pupils was 44.3%, in 1891 it was 50.8% and 

in 1881 it was 67.7%. If it is reasonable 1 then, to 

use 69.6% as a proportion of private venture students 

to all private school pupils, in order to supply the 

missing figures for 1881 and 1891, 

figures may not be too wide of the mark: 

Number of private school pupils 
69.6% of above (i.e. number of 
private venture school pupils) 

the following 

1881 

6772 

4713 

1891 

7661 

5332 

4 5 ~.SLIJ.§.J:L?~_Q.:L._'J:'_g§_m_g[l i a 18 8 1 , p . 55 ; 1 8 91 , p p . 1 2 5-2 8 ; 
1901, p.liii; §.i_atis.:tics __ Q.f_T_EL~Jna~D..ia, 19111 p.398. 
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The number of 'distinct scholars' on the rolls in State 

schools was 13644 for 1881 

Therefore, 

pupils to 
for 1891, 

the proportion of 

state school pupils 

it was 27.7%. Rule 

and 19207 for 1891. 

private venture school 

in 1881 was 34.5% and, 

had every reason to be 

concerned and to attempt to bring about the end of the 

private venture schools as speedily as possible. 

The figures above indicate the great tenacity of 

private venture schools over a very long period, until 

at least the passing of the Registration of Teachers 

and Schools Act in 1906. This long life may be 

explained, or at least considered, by examining the 

very small stock of evidence that exists and, in 

particular, the meagre evidence concerning teachers. 

The reachers 

The exceptionally good qualifications, training 

and teaching experience of some of the teachers and 

proprietors of private venture schools in the 1840's 

has already been remarked. No other such evidence 

exists except for a period in the 1860's. For the 

years 1862 to 1869, there is available a number of 

applications for appointments with the Board of 

Edt1cation. The educational and professional standards 

of some of the applicants were depressingly low and 

there was not a Bonwick or a Low amongst them. 

Concerning one applicant, a woman of 23 years of age, 

who had had four years experience in a private school 

in Tasmania, Stephens noted on her application: 

The standard of proficiency which is expected 
to be possessed by candidates is as low as it 
can well be placed, and as Miss Galt has 
quite failed to reach it I am unable to 
recommend her for employment. 46 

46 AOT ED 2/1/3713. Teachers' Applications, 1862-69. 
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Ninety men and 32 women applied and some - the actual 

number is not known were examined in Writing, 

Spelling, Grammar, Arithmetic, Geography and History. 

Selection 

experience 

was 

and 

by examination, training, teaching 

but other character references, 

considerations, such as youth47 and the unmarried 

status of male applicants, 4 8 were often of critical 

importance. A large number had social connections of 

the kind that would suggest that, as far as their moral 

reputation was concerned, they would, all things being 

equal, have been favourably considered. References 

were essential, and many of these applicants provided 

references which were well regarded by the Board's 

examiners. 

professional 

Clergymen, 

men were 

landowners, politicians and 

often cited. They were, 

therefore, in their moral standing, much sounder than 

most teachers twenty years before. These referees posed 

a problem for James Rule. Their references were 

essential if an applicant were to have any prospect of 

success, yet the referees were regarded by him as being 

well disposed towards private venture schools and 

obstructive of the extension of public schools in 

several districts (see note 32, above). From quite a 

different point of view, the referees 'family 

connections' as Rule rather gracelessly described them 

indicate that the applicants, 41 of whom had had 

previous teaching experience in private schools as 

against only 14 who had had previous experience in 

public schools, were men and women, not only of some 

moral worth, but also of some cultivation. 

47 AOT ED 2/1/3173/95. Teachers' Applications, 
1862-·69. 

48 AOT ED 2/1/3173/31. Teachers' Applications, 
1862-69. This applicant would have been offered 
permanent employment had 'some respectable female 
been found to act as assistant,' 
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Of the 90 male applicants, 26 had had previous 

teaching experience in a private school or Sunday 

School, had had a school of their own or experience of 

private tutoring. Of the 32 female applicants, 15 had 

had similar previous experience. Information 

concerning training as a teacher and previous education 

gives a fairly good sense of the applicants' qualities: 

Male 
(90) 

Female 
(32) 

Teacher training_ 
and other education 

No teacher train. 
(or item left blank) 
University 
Same teacher trajn 
State School train. 
Pte. School train. 
Item unclear 

No teacher train. 
(or item left blank) 
University 
Sane teacher 
training 
State School train. 
Private School train. 
Item unclear 

Previous teaching 
§?9?erience 

Private (Private school 
62 tutoring, own school, 
7 Sunday School) 26 
6 None 22 
9 Public School 11 
1 Item left blank 12 
5 Item unclear 19 

Private etc. 15 
14 (as above) 
0 None 9 

Public School 3 
1 Item left blank 2 
4 Item tmclear 3 
9 
4 

4 9 

No doubt, Stephens' estimation of their individual 

worth was fair. Yet, although the information has too 

many blank items for any firm conclusions to be drawn, 

many applicants seemed to have had in addition, the 

training, experience, abi 1 i ty and mora 1 reputation to 

succeed as a private school teacher, as, indeed, many 

had already shown. And a number of them, furthermore, 

were considered good enough to be offered employment in 

the public schools. Of the 26 males with private school 

experience, 13 were offered positions with the Board 

and seven of the 15 females were offered appointments. 

49 .I!?jd., The figures have been compiled by the 
author. 
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quite 

the 

detailed evidence, some 

professional and social 

backgrounds of private school teachers can be had from 

another source, though the evidence is confined to that 

of one school and for one year only. The register of 

Trinity Hill State School admissions for the years 1897 

to 1912 is available and the records are unusually well 

kept. 110 Trinity Hill is an old school in an inner 

suburb of Hobart, about one mile from the General Post 

Office. The area served by the school was industrial 

and commercial with many residences and a large 

shopping centre. In 1907, there was a very big 

increase in enrolments due largely to the closure of a 

number of private schools in the locality, following 

the passing of the Registration of Teachers and Schools 

Act the year before. The enrolment was 382 children of 

which 265 had been to a school previously and, of that 

number, 117 had been enrolled at a private school. The 

register gives the names of nearly all the teachers, 23 

in number, 

names and 

Electoral 

who owned or operated these schools. 

their addresses have been traced 

These 

in 

Roll, Denison Division, 1906 and 

the 

the 

occupations of all male and female members of the 

teacher's family recorded. The assessment lists in the 

HQJ?i!£1... _ _9_g_:z._§_t_te, July to December, 1906, yielded 

information on ownership of the property at which the 

school \¥as conducted. The following information on 

these 23 private school teachers has been compiled: 

50 AOT ED 147/1 Trinity Hill State School, admission 
register, 1897 - 1912. 
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1 2 3 4 5 

Miss Mary School No male 1 school Female 
Beven teacher residing teacher 

2.D:tn.Duties (mentioned 
at school 3. Shopkeeper column 4, 

No.2.) 

Mrs. Beven not recorded Not known Not known Not known 

Mrs. Mary Ann School Not known Music teacher rriss Mary 
Bromfield teacher Bromfield 

Miss Minnie School Saddler l.Dressmaker Saddler 
Campbell teacher 2.Dressmaker (Column 3) 

Mr. Samuel School School l.Dom Duties Mr. Samuel 
Clemes teacher teacher 2.D:tn.Duties Clernes 

Mrs .Florence School l.Quarry- Not known Quarry-
Crabtree teacher master master 

2.Labourer (Column 2, 
No.1.) 

Miss School No male Nil Not Miss 
Margaret Teacher residing Dalton 
Dalton at school 

Miss Lois School Deputy Dom.Duties Not the 
Mary teacher Post- D'Emden 
D'Emden Haster family, 

General which 
01·med the 
family 
residence 

Mi.ss Dyson Not recorded Not Known Not Known Not Known 

Mrs.Elnma School No male l.Dom.Duties Not the 
Beatrice Teacher residing 2.Dan.Duties Kerr 
Kerr at school family. 

M:iss Emily School No male Llbm.Duties Miss Bn:ily 
Kirk Teacher residing 2.Milliner Kirk 

at school 

Miss Marion Dom.Duties No male No other person Not Known 
Livingstone residing residing 

at school at school 

I"Liss Martha School l.Civil Serv. Dressma'ker Miss 
Mcl);:mald Teacher 2.No.Occup. Martha 

MCL!onald 



Miss Annie School 
Metcalfe Teacher 

Mr. Thanas School 
Mitchell Teacher 

Miss Mary School 
Page Teacher 

Mr. I. Reid Not. Recorded 

Mrs . J. School 
Sar1derson Teacher 

Miss Lavinia School 
Grace 
Siromons 

Teacher 

Mrs • S\'llool 
Charlotte Teacher 
Sneddon 

Mrs.Martha Dan.Duties 
Staples 

Ur.Arthur Schwl 
Stepherill Teacher 

Mrs. School 
Margaret 
flnily 
Stephens 

Teacher 

1 = Name of Teacher 
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No male 
residing 
at school 

No other 
male 
residing 
at school 

Mail Guard 

Not Known 

1.Police 
Sergeant 

2. Lamplighter 

No male 
residing 
at school 

Ironmoulder 

Bootroaker 

No other 
persoM 
residing 
at school 

No other 
per saM 
residing 
at school 

No other 
person 
residing 
at school 

School 
Teacher 

Dom.Duties 

Not Known 

None 

l.Dom.Duties 
2.Dan.Duties 

No other 
residing at 
at school 

No other 
residing 
at school 

No other 
persons 
residing 
at school 

No other 
persons 
residing 
at sch:lOl 

2 - Occupation (from Electoral Roll) 

Not Miss 
Annie 
Metcalfe 

Not Mr. 
'Thomas 
Hitchell 

Female 
(Column4) 

Not Known 

Not Known 

Not Kno1m 

Not Mrs. 
Sneddon 

Bootroaker 
(Column 3) 

Not ¥..r. 
Arthur 
StepheM 

Not knovm 

3 = Occupation of father, husband, brother or son 
4 = Occupation of mother, wife, sister of daughter 
5 = Owner of school 
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Some calculations and conclusions may be made from this 

compilation: 

1. A number of schoolteachers were presumably not in 

financial difficulties, i.e. (Miss Beven, 

Bromfield, Campbell, Clemes, Crabtree, D'Emden, 

Kirk, McDonald, Page, Sanderson, Sneddon and 

Staples. 

2. Of these, it may be conjectured that the families 

of {Miss) Beven, Bromfield, Campbell, Clemes, 

D'Emden, McDonald and Sanderson were not dependent 

on their income. 

3. Nine schoolteachers, or members of their families, 

owned the school in which they taught or other 

property. 

4. Only Kerr and Simmons may be regarded as being in 

financial difficulties because they had family 

5. 

members dependent on them. Dalton, 

Metcalfe and the two Stephens, 

dependents, may also have struggled. 

Livingstone, 

who had no 

Two school teachers, Samuel Clemes and Arthur 

Stephens, were Principals of Leslie House School 

and Queen's College respectively, both of them 

accepting boys and girls from Kindergarten through 

to Honours Matriculation. Leslie House School had 

seven classrooms, a boarding 

teachers, a laboratory and 

house, 

prided 

six resident 

itself on 

offering 

efficient 

'a refined and Christian home and 

preparation for Professional or 

Commercial Life' 51 Queen's College prepared pupils 

for 'the University and Civil Service Examinations 

and for a Commercial life' . 52 The staff consisted 

of Mr. and Mrs. Stephens and two resident masters. 

Clemes advertised Leslie House School as having 

52 Merc~ry 20.1.07, p.7. 
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small classes. Stephens was a graduate, Clemes was 

not. 

6. Overall, it is reasonable to conclude that a 

considerable number were not totally or partly 

dependent on school teaching for a livelihood. 

Some indeed, Clemes, D' Emden, Simmons and Arthur 

Stephens, may have done well from it. The number 

who struggled in this less than salubrious inner 

suburb of Hobart were in a small minority. 

The only other evidence that is available on 

teachers at private schools is a register of 

correspondence the actual correspondence no longer 

exists between the Education Department and 

principals or proprietors of private schools for the 

years 1899 to 1904. 53 The register may not contain a 

full list of such schools, but it is sufficient to show 

that 15 of the 23 teachers named in the columns above, 

compiled from the Trinity Hill State School admissions 

register, were operating the same schools at some time 

in the period 1899 to 1904 and possibly earlier. In 

other words, they had each had at least three years 

teaching experience, from 1904 to 1906, and their 

schools had enjoyed reasonable success. 

During this five year period, 350 private schools, 

including 34 denominational schools, and four Free 

Schools, operated throughout Tasmania. Of the 350 

schools, 312 were thus private venture schools. Of the 

312 teachers, 46 were male and 266 were female and of 

them 223 were unmarried women. Some of the 223 may not 

have been of marriageable age, but the figures do show 

very clearly that the overwhe1ming number of private 

53 AOT ED 24. Register of correspondence relating to 
Private Schools, 1899 - 1904. 
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venture school teachers were women, 85% in this case, 

and, of them, a very large proportion, 84% of that 

number, were unmarried. The critics of private venture 

schools were much given to the use of the term 'dame' 

school. In the strict meaning, they were right to do 

so, but they used it as a pejorative and, if by that 

usage, they meant to convey that the 'dames' were thin

lipped women whose marital and teaching prospects had 

grown dim with the advancing years, then its usage was 

unfair and unjustified when applied to the whole class. 

From what can be judged - and it may be little more 

than an impression the more successful women 

teachers, those who had been teaching for some years, 

were competent at their work and may have imparted 

considerable educational benefit to their pupils. The 

private venture schools operated in a free market and 

it is reasonable to suppose that those who had been 

teaching for some time had satisfied a well articulated 

demand. Survival of a school could be attributed to a 

number of reasons, but competence would appear to have 

been one of them. Stephens and Rule were hardly 

entitled to bring public discredit on the 'dames' when 

so many of the young women and girls teaching in their 

own Departmental Schools, and particularly those in 

small bush schools, were ill suited and incompetent. A 

clearer picture of women teachers in private venture 

schools will emerge by the end of this chapter. 

1't.L~_,_I:_l-!Qj.l s 

It has been noted earlier in this chapter that it 

was reasonable to suppose that a derived figure of 

69.6%, say 70%, could be used to establish that figure 

as the proportion of the gross enrolment of private 

venture pupils to all private school pupils. Taking 

figures from the Annual Reports of the Education 

Department from 1894 to 1913, the following computation 

may be made: 



1 

1894 6049 
5 7073 
6 8364 
7 8691 
8 9973 
9 8781 

1900 10199 
01 10373 
02 9963 
03 8843 
04 7289 
05 8323 
06 7979 
07 9329 
08 8448 
09 7653 

1910 7462 
11 6947 
12 7515 
13 7285 

2 

4234 
4951 
5854 
6083 
6981 
6146 
7139 
7261 
6974 
6190 
5102 
5826 
5585 
6530 
5913 
5357 
5223 
4862 
5260 
5099 
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3 

19967 
19907 
20826 
21763 
22517 
23272 
24157 
24542 
24764 
24595 
24082 
24043 
24221 
25157 
27760 
29406 
30805 
32244 
32817 
33953 

4 

21.2 
24.8 
28.1 
27.9 
31.0 
26.4 
29.5 
29.5 
28.1 
25.1 
21.1 
24.2 
23.0 
25.9 
21.3 
18.2 
16.9 
15.0 
16.o I 
15.0 1 

-~-------------------'--------------------------------------J 
54 

1 = Gross enrolments, all private schools (A} 
2 = Gross enrolments, private venture schools - 70% of 

A (B) 
3 = Gross enrolments, state schools (C) 
4 = B as % of C 

The figures, ranging between 21% and 31% in the period 

before the passing of the 1906 Act, and for two years 

thereafter, show a decided preference by a large number 

54 Annual Reports 
1894,p.3. 

95,pp.3,5. 
96,pp.3,4. 
97,pp.4,7. 
98,pp.5,8. 
99,p.5. 

1900,pp.5,6. 
011pp.213. 
021pp.2,3. 
031pp.2,3. 

for: 
19041pp.213. 

05,pp.2,3. 
06,p.2. 
07,p.2. 
08,p.2. 
09,p.2. 

1910,pp.415. 
11,pp.4127. 
12, pp.10,32. 
13 PPt 9129. 
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of parents for a private venture school education for 

their children. The also provide a basis for the 

creation of the Education Department's policy of 

forcing these schools to close their doors and yield up 

their pupils numbers to the state system. These matters 

will be taken up shortly. 

The ages of 

first published 

Report for 1906. 

private venture school pupils were 

in the Education Department's Annual 

They show that the schools were very 

far from simply being places where parents could leave 

their young children in the care of a 'dame' while they 

themselves earned a livelihood: 

bges of ~upils at private S£ [wols~ 1906. 

1 2 3 

Hobt & Suburbs 84 326 1917 

L'ton & Suburbs 6 174 1170 

Country Towns & 
Districts 75 332 2054 

.~~-··--·~·- ~---~----~~--~~ 

Totals 165 832 5141 

Proportion % 2.0 10.4 64.4 

1 = Pupils under 5 years of age 
2 - Between 5 and 7 years 
3 = Between 7 and 13 years 
4 = Over 13 years 
5 = Total 

-· 

~-

··~ 

~ 

55 Director's Report for 1906/ p.3. 

4 5 

~,_,....,_,,~~•·•..,_,~_.- •• -v-m~· 

700 3027 

580 1930 

561 3022 

1841 7979 
~--~--.~·----~-~---·--·- ... 

23.0 100 

··-· 



1907 
08 
09 
10 
11 
12 
13 
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Proportions in later years 

1.4 10.4 64.3 
1.1 12.6 62.1 
0.9 11.5 62.5 
1.1 11.4 59.4 
1.1 11.9 61.2 
2.4 12.6 59.3 
2.7 10.5 60.1 

23.6 
21.9 
24.9 
27.9 
26.7 
25.5 
26.5 

'"'""'-'·""~"'""'''"--"'"'"·"-~••·---·-- '"''"'"-"'-""''"'""-"""""'"'"'"'"'·"'"""""'"""'"''"~·••••-•-•••"""'•••••·~-"""-''"'""-•~"'"''-""-

5 6 

1 = Pupils under 5 years of age 
2 :::: Between 5 and 7 years 
3 = Between 7 and 13 years 
4 = Over 13 years 
5 = Total 

The proportion of children under five years of age in 

the public schools was greater. 

Pupi_1J?.._l!.IL9.er ___ 5 . .Y.&JLrs_ of age ill._PJ1bli__g__echools 

1906 
07 
08 
09 
10 
11 
12 
13 

2.7% 
3.0 
3.1 
3.0 
3.1 
3.4 
3.0 
3.15 7 

The proportion of pupils aged thirteen years and over 

in the private schools was much greater than the 

proportion in the public schools. Too much should not 

be made of this point because a number of the private 

schools had secondary classes and the public schools 

did not introduce Seventh Classes until 1910 or 

establish High Schools until 1913. Nevertheless, the 

•n·~ •"" ·-~••Y""•~·~-·~·~ .. ~-~~.-~.~-·----.--•·-·~·~·"-""'"""~··~"~ 

56 Director's Reports for 1907, p,2; 1908, p.2; 1909, 
p.2; 1910, p.5; 1911, p.27; 1912, p.32; 1913, 
p.29. 

57 Director's Reports for 1906, p.4; 1907, p.3; 1908, 
p.3; 1909, p.3; 1910, p.4; 1911, p.27; 1912, p.32; 
1913, p.29. 
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differences are striking and the trend of increasing 

proportions in the private schools as a whole seem 

unlikely to have been sustained by the increasing 

numbers staying on to thirteen years of age or older in 
the denominational schools alone. It is a reasonable 

inference, then, that some parents of children at 

private venture schools were sufficiently aware of the 

benefits of education to their children to keep them at 

school beyond the compulsory age of attendance. 

The private venture schools had always had a 

larger proportion of girls than boys. The reverse was 

the case in the state schools: 

Private Schools State Schools 

Boys Girls Boys Girls 

1881 Number 3164 3608 5547 4449 
Ratio 47 53 56 44 

1891 3616 4045 7921 7091 
48 52 53 47 

1901* 2649 3580 10721 9464 
43 57 54 46 

1911* 355 478 16740 15504 
43 57 52 48 

5 8 

*Non-denominational private schools only 

Some parents were reluctant to send their daughters to 

the public schools. In 1846, Charles Bradbury reported 

on the teacher, after his inspection of Campbell Town 

School: 

58 Compiled from ~gnsg_lL_.of _ _'J'a.§.!Di'!.lli.£. 1881, p.55; 1891, 
pp. 125-28; 1901, p. liii; i?J _ _gj:j_r;;J'"~- Tasmania, 
1911, p.398. 
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With reference to Mrs. Sturgess I could not 
help remarking that there are comparatively 
few Girls belonging to the School - and these 
all very young, only 1 or 2 being in the 
upper class. This I suspect arises from the 
parents not approving of her as an 
Instructres of Girls beyond 8 or 9 years old 
- she is clearly not competent for anything 
beyond the junior classes - she is the wife 
of a labouring man, without education, 
manners or good appearance there is no 
doubt this is generally known and operates in 
deterring parents from sending their elder 
daughters to the School.~ 9 

Many of the fathers were themselves labouring men and 

were not unlike the parents of the children at the 

nearby Cressy School, set in a: 

Neighbourhood [consisting] of large 
landowners with a small tenantry and the 
children of these and of the labourers on the 
large estates, form the whole school. 60 

It would appear that labouring parents wanted something 

better than a labouring man to be the teacher of their 

daughters. Bradbury was pleased to think that the 

Campbell Town School would yet attract girls when he 

wrote his report on Mr. Stand age, the other teacher, 

who had not long since been widowed: 

59 

I was not a 1 it tle gratified to learn from 
[Mr Standage] that he contemplates marrying 
again - his intended wife is a respectable 
young person, the sister of the wife of McKay 
the Hotel Keeper - he tells me she is very 
well-educated and more than competent to take 
charge of the Girls' branch of the School. 61 

AOT CSO 11/32/683. 
p.195. 

Secretary's Report for 1846, 

60 AOT CSO 8/121/3000. Report of Commission of 
enquiry into J.D. Loch's charges, 1845, pp.289-90. 

61 AOT CSO 11/32/683. Secretary's Report for 1846, 
pp. 195-96. 
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Directors and Inspectors, as a rna t ter of policy, 

and if the size of the school warranted such~ appointed 

husband and wife to a school or male teachers and 

female assistant and, in some cases, father and 

daughter. As the Board of Education introduced new 

organisational forms, salary scales, classification and 

promotion procedures and transfer regulations, most of 

them in the 1860's, the appointment of family members 

to the same school or district became less common. But 

the principle of having a female teacher as an 

assistant and the almost invariable practice of having 

a female as the teacher at a one-teacher school 

remained a fixed policy. Women were much cheaper to 

employ than men, and that was a most important 

consideration to the Board and Education Department. 

Nevertheless, the employment of women teachers did 

little to attract more girls to the public schools or 

soften the reputation for roughness which many parents 

considered the public schools to have merited. 

Rule and Braddon, in their pursuit of a universal 

and uniform system of public education, urged upon 

their political and professional colleagues the need to 

bring about the closure of the private venture schools. 

If that objective were to be accomplished, they had no 

doubt that almost all children in those schools would 

be forced to attend the public schools. The belief was 

well founded because the parents of private venture 

school children and the parents of public school 

children were of the same broad social group. In 

educational terms this meant that a very large section 

of Tasmanian society, which could not afford the fees 

of the denominational schools or the larger private 

venture schools, were able to pay the fees for their 

children's education at either public or private 
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venture schools as the scale of fees was similar in 

each case. There was never any question in the minds of 

the administrators of public education that the two 

groups of parents were of the same social group. There 

had always been considerable movement of pupils in a 

locaiity between public and private schools, as Truant 

Officers were well aware when, as a daily task, they 

tried to keep a check on school attendance of all 

children of school age 

The Sandy Bay State School, in an inner suburb of 

Hobart, was one of the earliest schools to be 

established by the Board. The admission register, 

though very poorly kept in some ways/ covers the period 

1853 to 1892 An analysis shows the occupations of the 

parents and the school or schools attended by the child 

previously. The figures show that many children moved 

freely between public and private schools: 



Occupations 
of parents 
(3 or more 
references) 

Farmers 
Labourers 
Gardeners 

/Orphans 
Builders 

jcarpenters 
Publicans 
Mariners 
Coachmen 
Merchants 
Bootmakers 
Teachers 
Shopkeepers 
Salesmen 
Messengers 
Clerks 
Washerwomen 
Blacksmiths 
Masons 
Policemen 
Chemists 
Bricklayers 
Millers 
Signalmen 
Coopers 
Seedsmen 
Houseowners 
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Sandy Bay State School, 

Admission Register, 1853 - 92. 

(Number of admissions = 823) 

293 
130 

97 
40 
23 
21 
18 

Previous education 
of children 
admitted. 

Private schools 
Public Schools 
Home 
Ragged School 
Many Schools 
None 
Re-admitted 

126 
320 

3 
12 

1 
328* 

1 
18 
15 

No entry in register_32 
823 

14 
12 
10 

7 
*Many were too young to have 
had a previous education. 

7 
7 
6 
6 
5 
5 
5 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

6 2 

The column for 'assigned reasons for leaving and 

proposed occupation' has no en tries for a number of 

years and is poorly kept thereafter, but entries 

indicate that some pupils went on to private schools. 

62 AOT ED 87/1/1. Sandy Bay Public School, admission 
register, 1853-92. 
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Smithton, on the north-west coast, is a dairying 

and timber district. The admission register of the 

Smithton State School, for the years 1881 to 1906, 

shows a quite different pattern from the Sandy Bay 

register. A small private school was opened in 1881 

and closed, probably in 1892, when the state school 

received 13 pupils from a private school. There are 

periodic entries thereafter and, in 1906, there is a 

large intake from a private school or schools when it 

or they closed under threat from the Registration of 

Teachers and Schools Act: 

Admissi9n Re~ster 1881 - 1906 

(Number of Admissions = 430) 

Occupations of 
Parents 
(3 or more 
references) 

Farmers 
Labourers 
Mill hands 
Contractors 
Sawmill Owners 
Storekeepers 
Carpenters 
Bootmakers 
Constables 
Bakers 
Blacksmiths 
Hotelkeepers 
Road Inspectors 
Carters 
Teachers 

eers 

196 
82 
34 
10 

9 
9 
7 
6 
5 
5 
4 
4 
4 
4 
3 
3 

Previous 
education 
of entrants 

Private School 
Public School 
Home tuition 
None 
No entry in 
register 

65 
179 

9 
163* 

14 

too young to have had a previous education. 

63 AOT ED 150/1. Smithton Public School, admission 
register, 1881 - 1906. 

6 3 
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Trinity Hill State School admission register 

provides the best information available on the 

occupations of parents of 

attended a private school. 
following the passing of 

children who had previously 

The year 1907, the year 

the Registration Act, is, 

unlike previous years, complete in its entries. The 

occupational categories in the following table have 

been drawn up by the author: 

Unskilled Semi ·skilled Skilled trades Clerical/ 
Professional 
Semi ·professional 

Labourer ,11 Railway guard 2 Carpenter ,!i Clergyman, 1 
Charwoman, l Gardener 2 Baker,4 Manager ,1 
Dealer,] Broolfl·maker,2 Builder,2 Commercial Traveller 1 
Stor~man,] Constable,! Blacksmith,2 Clerk ,1 
Carter,l Cabman ,1 Timith,2 Importer .1 
Cutler,2 Tobacconist,! Butcher,l Typist 1 
iashmom,l Quarry master 1 Painter,! Purser 1 
Nightwatchm,2 Engineer 2 Cooper ,1 Total (7) 
Milkman ,1 Traindriver,l Printer,! 
Domestic Duties,! Total (13) Stonemason,! 
Engine Cleaner,! Linotypist,l 
Tot a 1 ( ll) Plasterer ,1 

Total ( 29) 
6 4 

The three schools have been chosen as being 

representative of three quite different economic 

regions or communities. These conclusions may be drawn: 

Sandy Bay. On the outskirts of Hobart, becoming a 

suburb as Hobart grew. Many farmers, gardeners 

laboure:cs with later additions of skilled tradesmen, 

urban workers. Parents of private schools children 

were found amongst all these groups and comprised 126 

of the intake of 823, or 15.3%. 

64 AOT ED 147/1. Trinity Hill State School, admission 
register, 1897-1912. 
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Smithton. Fairly isolated town on north west coast, 

almost entirely dependent on timber and dairying. 

Parents of private school children were representative 

of the many small farmers, labourers and mill hands. 

Of the 430 pupils admitted, 1881-1906, 65 were from 

private schools, or 15.1%. 

Trinity Hill. In Hobart's mixed residential, 

commercial and industrial inner suburb of North Hobart 

with a range of occupations appropriate to its well 

developed economic structure. The year 1907 had a very 

large intake of 382 which ~~Vas part of a very rapid 

growth period 1905, 130; 1906, 230; 1908, 533; 

1909,439; 1910, 523; 1911, 624 and 1912, 513. 

The occupations of the 382 parents are too numerous to 

mention here, but the occupations listed above are 

representative. The list shows, as the more limited 

economic base and occupational structure of Smithton 

and Sandy Bay cannot show, that the occupations of 

parents of private venture school children were made up 

of unskilled and semi-skilled occupations on the one 

hand and skilled trades and clerical, professional and 

semi-professional occupations on the other. The two 

groups were much the same in number, 44 and 36, 

respectively. Amongst them were parents who were self 

employed. This point may also be true of the farmers 

and contractors, or some of them, at Smithton and 

farmers and gardeners at Sandy Bay. 

In short,the registers of these three sample 

schools show that the occupations of parents of private 

venture school children were no different from those of 

parents of public school children. They were not a 

district social group. Secondly, far from being 

representative of the least skilled members of society, 

they were well represented by those in skilled trades, 

professional, semi-professional and clerical 
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occupations. Thirdly, it is clear from the admission 

registers that many private venture school children 

also spent part of their school lives at public 

schools. 

The Buildings 

Braddon and Rule were very critical of the rooms 

and buildings used by private venture school teachers 

and parents. Their complaints were that they were 

dangerous to the health of the children. Rule reported 

in 1897 that although his Truant Officers were 

rendering valuable assistance: 

The fact remains that not a few of those 
keeping schools in a small way in their o,.-n 
homes resent the officer's enquiries, and by 
refusal to furnish information, frustrate his 
work. It is highly desirable, both on 
educational and hygienic grounds, that a:::..l 
schools without distinction, should to sore 
extent be open to Government inspection. 65 

He regretted that the 1885 Act had not given his 

officers the right to inspect private school premises: 

It is to be feared that in many cases there 
is overcrowding, besides other objectionable 
circumstances, which escapes the observation 
of boards of health.66 

It was very apparent, as it had been in 1897, which 

schools he had in mind. Government inspection, he was 

sure: 

Would be welcomed, by several private schoc: 
teachers of good repute as well as by tte 
managers of a considerable section c: 
denominational schools. 67 

Albert Brockett, an Inspector, joined in tbe pursuit: 

¥·····-·-~-·---~- -----~~¥-~~·--~---~---··~-~~~-~--~-

65 Director's Report for 1897, p.8. 

66 Director's Report for 1898, p. 8. 

67 JJ?_id. I p. 9. 
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All buildings proposed to be used as schools 
should have sufficient floor and air space, 
with proper out-offices. At present there is 
nothing to prevent the most incompetent 
person from opening school in any ill
ventilated or unsuitable tenement and 
affording a refuge for the children of the 
careless and indifferent, as well as 
attracting others whose parents can be mis:ed 
by a high sounding name or a puffing 
advertisement.6B 

And again, in 1903: 

I have once more to urge the necessity of 
legislative action in connection with the 
ordinary private schools. So long as things 
remain as they are, it is idle to talk abc·Jt 
education being compulsory. The unlicensed 
school, be it held in little house, pigsty or 
barn, affords the easiest escape for these 
who have no care for the future of their 
children. During the past year scores of 
instances have been brought under my notice 
of parents who are successfully evading t~e 
so-called compulsory clauses of The Education 
Act, by means of some bogus school. 69 

These 'numerous havens of refuge' 7 0 were inspected in 

the same year as Brockett made his second attac~. John 

Blakney, Truant Officer, in 1905, the year befcre the 

Registration Act entitling him or any other to ~nspect 

private school premises came into force, inspected 

private school buildings in Hobart. He reported on the 

length and width of each school room, number of pupils 

attending on the day and very brief comments on the 

appearance and cond:i. tion of some of the rooms. The 

following schools were the most criticised by Blakney: 

-··~~•- ~'-•-····---···•··----·~··-----~--·•·"~~----~ ·-·-~···w-w~~ 

68 Inspector's Report for 1902, p.10. 

69 Inspector's Report for 1903, p.9. 

70 Inspector's Report for 1905, p.11. 



Principal No.of 
Pupils 

Mrs.M.A.Bromfield 15 
W.H.Buckland 16 

Mrs.Bevans 29 
Mr. I. Curmnins 28 
Miss E.D:xlge 16 

Miss M. Dalton 7 

Miss C.Hurburgh 25 
Miss E.Kerr 39 

Miss E.Kirk 21 

Miss M.Livingstone 74 

Miss Witton 8 
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Room size 
(in feet) 

30 X 14 
36 X 20 
20 X 16 
18 X 14 
16 X 14 
14 X 12 

13 X 13 

25 X 12 
16 X 12 
16 X 12 
13 X 12 
13 X 12 
20 X 12 

24 X 15 
18 X 12 
18 X 12 
14 X 12 

Comments 

Very dirty 
Very dirty & dingy 
roans. 
Badly situated 
Not large enough 
Very clean but used 
for domestic purposes 
after School hours. 
Steep flight of steps, 
not a desirable place 
to have a School 
Not in a good p:!Si tion 
Nice class of 
scholars, only one 
closet for ooth sexes 

Old building[ badly 
situated, no 
playground 
Too many children for 
the space 

Very little acca:mro:l
ation not fit for a 
school. 

7 1 

As mentioned in the chapter on state school buildings, 

it was considered by the Education Department that the 

Commit tee of Counci 1' s minimum of 8 square feet of 

floor space for each child was inadequate and that 10~ 

square feet should be the minimum. 72 Only the schools 

run by Mrs. Bevans and Mr. Cummins failed to provide 

10~ square feet of space. So~e of these schools 

provided an abundance of space. Mrs. Bromfield's 

school provided no fewer than 28 square feet; Mr. 

Buckland's 7 4 square feet and Miss Dalton's 24 square 

feet. Even some of the smallest private venture schools 

had ample floor space. Miss Belstead's proble~ was not 

71 AOT ED 9/2/736. General correspondence, 1905-16. 
J. Blakney. Report on private school buildings, 
1905. 

72 Inspector's Report for 1877, p.15. 
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floor space - each child had 84 square feet of space -

but too few children, the fees from four children being 

hardly sufficient to provide her with a livelihood. 

Miss Dyson provided 24 square feet for her 8 pupils; 
and Miss Wit ton 21 square feet. Over all, only seven 

of the 50 private schools inspected by Blakney had a 

floor space below 10 square feet for each child. 

Tasmania's public schools were not more spacious. 

Dr. Elkington wrote, in 1906, that teachers accepted 10 

square feet of space as the maximum. 7 3 

report, he stated that there was: 

In the same 

No reason to believe that private schools in 
general in Tasmania possess any advantage 
over State Schools, so far as hygienic 
conditions or hygienic management are 
concerned. There is in fact, much reason to 
conclude that the numerical majority are 
actually inferior in these respects to State 
Schools. 74 

It would have been impossible for Elkington to have 

demonstrated this last point in anything less than an 

impressionistic way. As he himself admitted, a few, 'a 

very few' of the Hobart private schools were 

'undoubtedly much superior in a hygienic sense' 75 than 

the best state schools, Trinity Hill, Central and 

Battery Point Public Schools, 76 which he criticised 

strongly, and the very worst of the private schools 

could hardly have been less hygienic than the worst of 

the small bush schools. 

73 ~RX LV 1906, paper 23. Report on the Medical 
Examination of State School Children, 1906, p.19. 

74 I.PJ-d • t p.23. 

75 IJ?id. 

76 Il?id. I p.17. 
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There may have been a relationship between the low 

income earning capacity of the smallest private venture 

schools, the dame schools as they were called, and 

dark, ill-ventilated and dirty rooms. But these 

characteristics may also have meant that the very low 

incomes they generated prevented their staying in 

business for very long. 

The Formal Curriculum and Teaching 

The curriculum of the larger private venture 

schools apart, there is no direct evidence available 

concerning what was taught at the smaller schools. 

Obviously, Spelling and Reading were taught in all 

schools, but many also taught Writing and Arithmetic. 

It is also likely that some History and Geography, 

Singing, Grammar and Scripture History were taught. The 

1865 Programme of Organisation and Instruction for 

Public Schools prescribed the 3R's and Spelling, 

History, Grammar, Geography and Singing with Needlework 

as an additional subject for girls. This programme, and 

later amendments to it, was designed essentially for 

small schools with one teacher taking the whole school 

of upwards of twenty pupils quite unaided. In fact, 

the Board acknowledged that one teac~er, perhaps with a 

pupil teacher to assist her, could ~anage a school of 

thirty pupils.77 This programme was also designed in 

the knowledge that many teachers were quite untrained. 

There is no reason to suppose, therefore, that teachers 

at private venture schools could n:Jt teach the same 

programme and teach it as well. Forty years later, as 

Blakney's report of inspection shews, the range of 

pupil numbers in private venture sctools was from 5 to 

80 with an average of 32 pupils.7s Some of these had a 

77 Annual Report for 1865, Appendix G. 

78 Figures compiled from AOT ED 9/2/736. General 
Correspondence, 1905-16. J. Bla~~ey, Report on 
private school buildings, 1905. 
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teacher and assistant, for example, Miss Bevans and an 

assistant taught 62 children; 7 9 Thomas Mitchell and 

his son between them taught 80 pupils80 and Mrs. Kerr 

and her daughter taught 39 pupils, 8 1 with Miss Kerr, 

L.A.B. (of the Royal Academy and Royal College of 

Music, London), taking pupils, in addition, for 

pianoforte lessons with coaching for theory 

examinations.sz 

Of the 50 Hobart schools inspected by Blakney, 

eight were denominational schools and two were large 

private schools, with 120 

attendance. The average of the 

venture schools was 32. The 

and 110 

remaining 

individual 

in average 

40 private 

method of 

teaching may have been used extensively, that is, the 

child was asked to come out to the front of the room 

and show the teacher the progress made in spelling or 

reading or in any other subject. On returning to the 

desk, the child carried out the task assigned to him or 

her by the teacher. Meantime, the other children 

attendc-od to their tasks. Group methods were also used 

and, except in the very smallest schools where group 

methods would have been unnecessary in any case, the 

space available would have made their use practicable 

without interference with other children. The average 

floor space available to each child in the private 

venture schools inspected by Blakney was nearly 25 

square feet, much more than enough room for group 

teaching. Of the 40 private venture schools referred 

to above and inspected by Blakney, not only were the 

79 Ibid. 

80 ;L}:)jQ. 

8 1 .J_l:)j~ __ <i • 

8 2 ~~j'_§!!,£lli:.Y 2 0 . 1 . 0 6 r P . 7 • 
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room sizes known but their number also. Twenty-two 

schools had one room, ten had two rooms, three had 

three rooms, four had four rooms and one had five 

rooms. It is very likely that in some of them a 

separate room was set aside for infants. In public 

schools, a separate infant room was provided only when 

numbers reached thirty.s3 

The Informal Curriculum. 

Blakney's report of 1905 indicates, here and 

there, that. some schools were well conducted - 'very 

clean' fine room and clean' , 'nice class of Scholars' , 

'clean room', 'fine lofty room' and 'large lofty rooms' 

are the phrases he used. The indications are that not 

only was good teaching possible, but that in many cases 

it was commonly practised. The family backgrounds of 

teachers at private venture schools in the North Hobart 

area, mentioned above, indicate that a number were from 

educated families, an indication supported by the 

ability of some to hold music, language and art classes 

and give private lessons. 8 4 Charles Gruncell wrote a 

letter to the Premier in 1912, complaining of the harm 

done to his school enrolments by the Government's 

decision to make high school education free. 

For over thirty years I have had no 
difficulty whatever in earning an honest 
living and that without 'soliciting' a single 
pupil. [The Government's action] has caused 
hundreds of well-to-do parents to send their 
children to the State School ... a5 

83 Annual Report for 1865, Appendix G. 

84 ti§rcury 27.1.06, p.6 and 20.1.07, p.7. 

85 AOT ED 9/18/467. General Correspondence, 1905-16. 
Letter from C. Gruncell to Premier, Sir Elliot 
Lewis, 17.4.12. 
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Mr. Gruncell's school had 30 pupils in 1905 when 

Blakney visited it. He is angry that seven years 

later, his numbers had fallen to 12 and he is angry 

because for 'all their lives', he and other private 

venture school teachers had been 'doing their duty as 

teachers' . 8 6 

The impression is quite strong that many private 

venture school teachers were at least as anxious as 

public school teachers to respond to the wishes of the 

parents and ensure that their pupils were clean and 

presentable, punctual, courteous and industrious, 

conscious of the British cultural and imperial 

tradition and their Christian inheritance. By example, 

instruction and indirect teaching, Charles Gruncell, 

and many like him, thought such responsibilities to be 

duties. 

TJ}_~_~_r;;:_g u £.a t;.i,_®...J2..s!2_ClL tIll!? n L_~D.s:L..!:hiLJ' r i v .<.lt~.. s c b-2 o l s . 

The Department's long-held attitude to the private 

schools, as noted above, was one of total unwillingness 

to make accommodation with them. Rule, Braddon and 

Brockett's attitude was hostile and unyielding, seeking 

their eradication and the consequent monopoly of 

primary education by the State. 

An important part of their campaign was to blacken 

the reputation of all private schools, other than 

denominational schools. 

in 1906 when he wrote: 

Such was Brockett's intention 

As soon as an attempt 
the law the children 
themselves at one or 

is made 
affected 
other of 

to administer 
simply enrol 
the numerous 
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havens of refuge that an apathetic and short
sighted public opinion tolerates, and 
sometimes encourages.87 

Inspector Brockett's district included Launceston, and, 

if the Hobart private venture schools were comparable 

to Launceston schools, he may have been surprised to 

learn, after reading Blakney's report, that the 

attendance rate at Hobart private venture schools in 

1905 was superior to that of the Tasmanian public 

schools for 1904, that is 84% to 78%. 88 The officials, 

in their desire to put these schools out of business, 

gained or encouraged support from the teachers. 

Richard Smith, Honorary Secretary of the Teacher's 

Association, wrote to the Minister, in 1906, conveying 

a recent resolution of the Association: 

That the attention of the Hon. the Minister 
of Education be directed to the Victorian law 
with reference to the "Registration of 
Teachers", and that he be asked to consider 
whether something similar is practicable in 
Tasmania. 89 

In that year, W.L. Neale, the recently appointed 

Director, advised his Minister, in a series of rough 

notes, that: 

Education 
interest. 

of children is of national 

Manufacturers, employers of labour, and 
landowners must have intelligent workers if 
they are to compete with other States. 

~< --··--·--~"··---·~--~-~~~-~·------~ 

87 Inspector's Report for 1905, p.ll. 

88 AOT ED 9/2/736. General Corresp~ndence, 1905-16. 
J. Blakney, Report on private school buildings, 
1905. The figure of 78% is for 1904 as the 1905 
figure cannot be calculated - see chapter on 
Attendance, note 69. 

89 AOT ED 9/3/76. General Correspondence, 1905 - 16. 
Letter from R. Smith, Hon. Secretary, Southern 
Tasmanian State School Teachers' Association, to 
Minister of Education, 30.1.06. 
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Government has undertaken education: 

About 19000 in State Schools in Tasmania. 
Nearly 10,000 in other schools without 
supervision of teachers or buildings. 90 

He then wrote of children being taught by incompetent 

people in wretched premises, claiming that, if the 

Registration Bill were to be passed, compulsory 

attendance would be enforced. He asked: 

Who can object? 

Only the incompetent who want to teach for 
bread. 
But the life interests of 20 or 30 children 
must not be sacrificed to give charity for 
three or four years to one poor woman. 91 

There was nobody to speak for the private venture 

schools. The Roman Catholic Bishop approved of their 

control by government. 9 2 Reverend C.G. Wilkinson, 

Headmaster of Church Grammar School, Launceston, wrote 

to Neale, 'cordially welcoming what is now 

contemplated. I His only concern was that the 

distinction between private venture schools and 

foundation schools, or 'public schools', of which his 

school was one may have been obscured or lost in the 

proposed legislation.93 

90 AOT ED 9/3/76. General Correspondence, 1905-16. 
Typescript of rough notes from W.L. Neale, 
Director of Education, to Minister of Education, 
n.d (but 1906), p.1. Neale's enrolment figures are 
taken from his Annual Report for 1906, pp. 2-3. 

91 Ibid., p.3. 

92 ~erCU£Y 25.8.06, p.4. 

93 AOT ED 9/3/76. General Correspondence, 1905-16. 
Letter from Rev. C.G. Wilkinson, Headmaster of 
Church Grammar School, Launceston, to W.L. Neale, 
Director of Education, 21.7.06. 
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With the passage of the Bill, the number of 

private venture schools and pupils declined greatly. 

As noted above, in 1901, the number of pupils was 6229, 

in 1911 it had fallen to 833. In 1901, the number of 

private venture school pupils to all other private 

school pupils was 6229 to 2716; in 1911, it was 833 to 

4384. 9 4 For the first time in the Department's Annual 

Reports, the Report for 1911 did not mention private 

venture schools. 

The Popularity of the ~rivat~ Venture Schools 

The charge most frequently made against the 

private venture schools, especially by Directors and 

Inspectors was that they were 'havens of refuge from 

the Truant Officer," as Neale put it. 9 !5 But even he 

was constrained to confine his remarks to 'several 

schools' in Hobart, and Brockett's remarks in 1903, 

that parents evaded the compulsory clauses of the Act 

'by means of some bogus school' may say more about the 

parents and Brockett's own anxiety to close all private 

venture schools than it does about the schools 

themselves. The problem for the administrators of 

public education was that they never knew, at any time, 

how many of Tasmania's children should have been at 

school, how many attended private schools - even after 

the passing of the 1885 Act - and how many were being 

educated at home. In short, over a long period of 

time, attendance at private venture schools may not 

have compared unfavourably with the attendance rates at 

public schools. 

95 AOT ED 9/3/76. General Correspondence 1905-16. 
Typescript of rough notes from W.L. Neale, 
Director of Education, to Minister of Education, 
n. d. (but 19 0 6) , p. 1. 
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What may have appealed to the parents of private 

venture school parents was the absence of any 
requirement that their children attend for three days 

of each school week, as was the requirement under the 

1885 Act, or for each day the school was open, as 

provided for in the 1898 Education Act. Their need to 

supplement the family income by sending their children 

out to work, or keeping an older child at home to look 

after younger children while other family members went 

out to work, pressed as hard upon them as it did on the 

parents of public school children. The ability to 

organise family time, to apportion it and distribute it 

according to the family's long-term and immediate needs 

was habitually made use of by parents who sent their 

children to private venture schools and we have only 

the Directors' and Inspectors' words for it that they 

misused it. It was characteristic of them to 

categorise public school parents also, but private 

venture school parents they classified with the most 

feckless and apathetic of them. 

It is quite impossible to find evidence, other 

than the statements of Directors and Inspectors, that 

parents of private venture school pupils took greater 

advantage of the ineffectiveness of the compulsory 

attendance clauses than parents of public school 

children. Some parents, Charles Gruncell's parents, for 

example, were well aware of the benefits of education 

and made sure their children attended regularly. It is 

possible that some of the private venture schools 

Charles Gruncell's, Mrs. Kerr's, Miss Simmons' and Miss 

D'Emden's suggest themselves - were sufficiently well 

organised and educationally sound to the extent that 

they may have served as preparatory schools, of the 

English kind, to the larger private venture schools 

such as Leslie House and Queen's College and possibly 
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Unfortunately, there is no evidence to show that this 

may have been the case, but Gruncell's well-to-do 

parents were not likely to have brought their 

children's education to a sudden end at the completion 

of the Standard VI year. 

The high proportion of girls in private venture 

schools suggests that accomplishments were an important 

part of the educational work of private venture 

schools. By the end of the century, the public schools 

had introduced singing and drawing into their courses 

of study and the teaching of one or more languages was 

not uncommon. But the teaching of languages was 

confined to the more able pupils, a very small 

proportion of the whole, and singing and drawing were 

almost lost causes, James Rule wrote in 1889: 

Singing is taught by most of the teachers who 
are able to do so; but a considerable number 
have not sufficient musical talent or 
training to at tempt it. Within due bounds 
this is a subject deserving of encouragement, 
as tending to make school routine more 
cheerful. As with music so with drawing; all 
have not the special faculty requisite for 
it. But no teacher should find it hard to 
learn and teach a sufficient amount of linear 
drawing to scale to be useful in ordinary 
industries. This is taught in very few 
schools. 96 

This severely instrumental view of singing and drawing 

has nothing in common with the teaching of singing and 

drawing in private venture schools as acco~plishments. 

Furthermore, the teaching of music in those schools was 

different in that it was extended to teaching a pupil 

to play an instrument and it is possible that drawing 

was joined by the teaching of painting at later ages. 

Dancing may have been offered and plain needlework, 

also taught in public schools, may have been added to 

96 Senior Inspector's Report for 1889, p.ll. 
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by the teaching of more advanced skills. The worth of 

singing, drawing, physical drill and needlework as 

taught in the public schools was tested by assessment 

of their economic value to the pupils after their 

school years were completed and their value as a means 

of reinforcing social cohesion and discipline. It may 

be supposed, contrariwise, that in the private venture 

schools the development of the individual's abilities 

and skills was uppermost. Drill was probably not 

taught at all, and deportment, decorous behaviour and 

personal appearance were given a different emphasis and 

purpose. 97 The need to regiment children's responses 

and order their behaviour as a means of making teaching 

more effective was probably neither recognised nor 

widely practised 

schools. 

in the smaller private venture 

Discipline was an aspect of moral training in the 

public schools, and corporal punishment of boys and 

girls was not uncommon, though it was possibly in 

decline late in the nineteenth century. Its incidence 

in the private venture schools may have been less 

because the teacher had other means of di scip1 ining a 

child by threatening suspension or expulsion. There 

may also have existed in the classroom an atmosphere 

which was less combative and which was built upon a 

wider range of personal obligations and unspoken 

assumptions between teacher and child. The use of space 

in the rooms of public schools conduced to order and 

submission by the pupil to the strict authority of the 

teacher. The placement of desks, their perfect symmetry 

of arrangement, the central and raised position of the 

teacher's table, the seating of infants shoulder to 

97 The Ladies' School, Launceston, however, taught 
Class Singing and Drill and gave 'particular 
attention to the physical education of the girls'. 
T as Yn§.U.i§_ll.,__.fg_§_:t ___ QLt" i c e Direct o a, 1 9 0 7 , p . vi . 
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shoulder in galleries and the insistence on silent 

industry were neither possible nor desirable in most 

small private venture schools. The subjection of· the 

child to externally imposed forms of discipline as 

practised in the public schools may have had little 

appeal to some parents and may have evinced feelings of 

disapproval or revulsion from parents of girls in 

particular. 

Generations of administrators, from Charles 

Bradbury to William Neale, were quite right to 

attribute poor attendance at many public schools to the 

drawing power of nearby private schools. Throughout 

the island, in isolated areas, towns and cities, 

private venture schools existed: 

1898 
99 

1900 
01 
02 
03 
04 
05 
06 

75 
74 
70 
65 
67 
60 
47 
45 
65 

63 
60 
55 
55 
53 
48 
44 
34 
47 

108 
107 
104 

95 
77 
69 
52 
88 
92 

246 
241 
249 
215 
197 
177 
143 
167 
204 

sa 

They also accounted for a large proportion of all 

schools in existence: 

98 Annual Reports for 1898, p.8; 1899, p.5; 1900, 
p.6; 1901, p.3; 1902, p.3; 1903, p.3; 1904, p.4; 
1905; p.5; 1906, p.2. 



1898 
99 

1900 
01 
02 
03 
04 
05 
06 

Private 
Schools 

246 
241 
229 
215 
197 
177 
143 
167 
204 

Public 
Schools 

292 
305 
319 
334 
338 
336 
352 
343 
340 
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Percentage of 
private schools 
to total 

45 
44 
41 
39 
36 
34 
28 
32 
37 

9 9 

No doubt, these figures rna t tered very 1 it tle to 

parents. What did matter, and it was a crucial 

consideration in the parents' ability to express 

individual choice, to make a personal decision about 

their child's education, was the closeness of the 

nearest private venture school and the nearest public 

school. It may well have been, in the case of very 

young chi 1dren and gir1s, the first consideration of 

parents and, when others had been weighed in the 

balance, it may well have been the final consideration. 

The exact location of all the private venture 

schoo1s mentioned in the Trinity Hill State School 

admission register for 1907 has been ascertained by 

cross reference to the Electoral Roll, Denison 

Division, 1906. The following outline map of the area 

of Hobart within a one mile radius of the Trinity Hill 

State School does not show all the private schools in 

existence in 1907, it only shows those which were 

mentioned in the admission register for that year. A 

count of the number of private schools in existence 

99 Jbid., also Annual Reports for 1898, p.3; 1899, 
p.5; 1900, p.5; 1901, p.2; 1902, p.2; 1903, p.2; 
1904, p.1; 1905, p.2; 1906, p.2. 
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from 1899 to 1904 and which were probably within one 

mile of the school shows that over that period there 

may have been a further 47 such schools, but the source 

from which the count was taken is not altogether 
accurate or complete. 10 o But the map tells the story 

that many children lived within a few minutes walk of a 

private venture school, but at a greater distance from 

a public school. And the same was true of other towns, 

large and small, and even of scattered communities. 

If the heal thy survival of a large number of 

private venture schools over a period from before 1839 

to 1906 requires an explanation, that explanation is 

certainly more complex than that given by the 

supporters and administrators of a public education 

system, namely, that they were havens for the children 

of indifferent and ignorant parents. Careful weighing

up of the child's education and future and the ability 

to exercise individual choice in the matter were 

important, if not primary, considerations in the 

decisions made by many parents to send their children 

to private venture schools rather than to public 

schools. 

100 AOT ED 24. Reg ster of correspondence relating to 
Private Schools, 1899 to 1904. 
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~~<:_tl_Q o 1 ~-~:i_tJ2in_._<LQLU? ___ m i l§ .. J:C> di_lL.?. ___ g_f __ T.ri_ll.Lt;{ __ l:Li.ll ___ [_t<'l t e 
~~-Q.9Ql.~..........H.9Rii:t: .. .L:. (Cornpiled from the school's admission 
register 1907, AOT ED 147/1). 

x- Denominational Private School. 
P = Private Venture School. 
S = State School. 

A 1 arger number of private venture schoo: s were in 
existence in the area in 1907 than is indicated above, 
since the register obviously does not purport to be a 
return of private schools. Ftnthermore, tr.e register 
shows that: ten pup:i J s had been at such schools, the 
names and addresses of which are l.10t sr;cwn in the 
register, and which are therefore not included on the 
map. 
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PAMPHLET~_&<;;.TJJBJES 1 PROSPECTUSF,fL_ SPEECHES. 

W. H. Browne, !?K..Q.sLd~;tde: Educ_? t.j._g)}_._QJ the Poor 
pient~J1.~_§l __ ~J,•S!Ilsl, 1848 (Tasmaniana J..~ibrary 
370.9946 BRO) 

in Yan 
TC PQ 

Co rl) w .<!.ll __ _£:_o U&.gJ at e_I QlLt_:!:J.JJ.!.:l<?J:.L_f or the _Ed llS at ion 
.21._ .. _Y.Ql.J.tJ1 ___ §.ns:'L the _ _l._<lY:.§I.II c e 1D5~Il_'t ___ of _§_c i ~Jl£§ __ 9- n d 
ki t~r<i_ture, 1827. {Hi t.che11 Library 3 70. 6c) 

W . A . Duncan , ,Lgs: . .:t\l:t:.§ __ Q_Q_!i a t. i QJJ§!J_ .. _J;<;d 1J9_ a tj,g].1__, ____ .<i e ljy e :r: e d 
g,J_.t he ____ §_c;::_hS? .. o 1 ...... ..2.1--:~ r 1§-L........_fl.J::.i§_b a ~-L 2 0 J u !}.~ 18 50 • 
James Swan, Brisbane, 18 50. (Mi tche11 Library 
379D) 

'r • G . Gregson , § .. P.r::r::s:.....tLi.D __ ~ h~.1L~ . .9'1.e)..: .. 3J:jy~g_un £ i 1 on the 
.§.!.f!.t e __ <2.L .. E~JJ;:.Lts_F,:_91-dS':Jit: i QIL_;.ici.L.S..9_l::.L Diem en ' s ~.9129~.3 0 
b..llli1L~.t ___ J,_?_~ 9 I Ma cDouga11' Hobart r 18 50. (Mi tche 11 
Library 379.96G) 

ff1 s tcs::~:r.Y._ .. f? .. f ... t.b .. e .. _12 e v ~LQJ2JILS:J:Lt .... _C?.t ..... _thg __ <;_y r r_:!:.£ u 1 UlT)___Qf 

Education 
Department( Hobart, (Education Department of 
Tasmania, Library) 



How Shall the St~te Promote Education? (A Reprint 
from the Tasmanian Church Chronicle, August, 1852) 
H. and c. Best, Hobart, 185:2. (Tasmaniana Library 
TC P 379 HOW) 

J. Lillie, Knowledge as the Means of Correcting 
prejudice, Van Diemen's Land Mechanics' 
Institution, Hobart, 1843. (Tasmaniana Library TC 
P 159.955 LIL) 

The Opportunities of Intellectual Improvement. 
Ch~eflY_ with Referenc_e to the Circumstances of 
thi§___ Community, Van Diemen' s Land Mechanics' 
Institution, Hobart, 1842. (Tasmaniana Library TC 
P 159.955 LIL) 

F.A. Marriott, (No title, or publisher given, but 
subject is education of the poor) , Hobart, 18 46. 
(Tasmaniana Library TC P 371.9665 MAR) 

C. Price, T.h.~_.lnJ:el_l_ectj.la_j.___J]]}ggvem~nt of the Working 
~ l a"'"!? s _s: s • A ___ _y e c t u :C.E.L_sl e lj._y_g r e d"___i!:t___ t h.§._ La un c est on 
M!~L9J..l __ ani..£§_'_Ins ti.tu_t..?_.L ___ SJ2..±:i1 __ .!., __ 18 50. ( Tasmani ana 
Library TC P 301.4442 PRI) 

B. .. 1LlsL~----a n d_ or: d e_r_.§_ _ __g_f ___ _t h ~-~e £ h a_ni~ s __ :!;n.? t i t uti on , 
gQ.Q_§!£t..L ___ H~28. (Tasmaniana Library TC P 374.2 HOB) 

A . J . T a y 1 or , [;r!=_g __ Ad 1J.£ at i..21E_ a_ ... !!.9..r.sLJ:Jl __ _f_?i v .QJ:lr ____Qf__:th e 
.§J:'~tem, Mercury, Hobart, 1885. (Tasrnaniana Library 
TC P 379 TAY} 

f:rg.~----~.¢L1J&§!1j_giL;_ ___ lL~.fltiQil}_ger, Mercury, Hobart, . 
1885. (Tasmaniana Library 'l'C P 379 TAY) 

T. s t s {?} ~9.Q.r_~§ _____ Qn ____ Q£D2_CI..L __ I;!_<:1Jd .. £.<.tti_or:L____ 18 7 9. 
Nercury, Hobart, 1880. (Crowther Collection, State 
Library of Tasmania, 040 PAM) 



Launceston Examiner (Examiner from 1901 and so cited in 
the text), 1842-86, 1900-1913. 

The Mercury, 1854 - 1914, 1933. 

Tasmanian Mail, 1884 - 1901. 

PERIODICALS, INCLUDING ANNUAL PUBLICATIONS 

Austral-Asiatic Review, 1828. 

Educational Record, 1905 - 14, 1933. 

Hobart Town Almanack, 1829 - 36. (known as Van Diemen's 
Land Annual a_p.d Hobart_ Town A_lm_anack, 1833, 1834; 
Hobart Town Almanack and Van Di~men's Land Annual, 
1835, 1836). 

:J'h.§! Illustrate¢! Australian_.J1_§l_9E _ _zine, vol. 2. No.11, May 
1851. 

Tasmanian Post Of~ige DirectQLY, 1907. 

T~sFanian School Journal, 1901-03. 

TltsL.Jl.:E.IL_!U e mg!)._:__e__.k?:.n.sLJ12rli.h1..Y...J1E:M.ZJ net, 1 8 3 5 . 

WA1Slh..~__1,i terf!.:rY .. ~I:nt_~.l.lJgen.cer, 1859-1903, 1908-12. 

J.L:[BRARY ~~TAJ..~Q.QYES 
(Tasmaniana Library) 

Bothwell Literary Society, 1873, 1893. 

Derwent Circulating Library, 1846. 

Evandale Subscription Library, 1847. 

Glamorgan Public Library, 1863. 

Hobart Town Mechanics' Institute, 1849, 1854, 1860. 

Launceston Mechanics' Institute and Public Library, 
1873, 1880, 1886, 1906. 

Launceston Public Library, 1863. 

Longford Public Library, 1890. 



New Norfolk Public Reading Room and Library, 1862. 

Parliament of Tasmania Library, 1860, 1861, 1865, 1867, 
1872, 1879, 1882, 1899 

Royal Society of Tasmania, 1856, 1885. 

Tasmanian Public Library, 1851, 1852, 1855, 1862, 1870, 
1884, 1910. 

University of Tasmania, Christ College Library, 1848. 

UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA ARCHIVES 

Letter from W.C. Blyth to Mr. Waldie, 5.9.1869. W 13/1. 

OFFICIAL PAPERS (NON-TASMAN~AN) 

~omrrLQ!l.~~alth of Australia Census, 1911. 

Papers of Sir George Arthur, volume 49. Letters from 
James Ross, 1825 - 34. (Mitchell Library A 2209) 

C~_I!f3\.L~ ___ g__f ___ Q_:r_§'.,_~i_ _ _l?_ri~<:!._in, 18 51. Education, England and 
Wales, Report and Tables, 1852 - 53 [1692] xc.I 

Report of Select Committee on Criminal and Destitute 
Children, 1852 (515) VII. 1. 

H.E. Armstrong, 'The Heuristic Method of Teaching or 
the Art of Making Children, Discover Things for 
Themselves'. House of Commons, 1898 Session, 
Volume XXIV C. 8943, pp.391 - 433. 



OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

Albuera Street School Admission Book, No.1. 1896 
1909, (in the possession of the School Principal.) 

Australian Dictionary of B~ography, volumes 1-6. 

Reports of Van Diemen' s Land Mechanics' Institution, 
1838, 1841-48, 1851, 1858-60. (Tasmaniana Library 
P 374·2 HOB) 



Appendix 1. 

Appendix 1 shows the development in the design and 
construction of school buildings: 

(Appendix 1A and B. 
{1859, 1864) Though 1A pre-dates 1B by five 

years, the 1859 building is 
in advance of the other in 
accommodation for the teacher 
provision of verandah. 

1C (1878) Desks are fixed to the floor. 

much 
its 
and 

1D (1880) Desks also fixed. In addition, 
porch and verandah. Partition fence 
separating girls' and boys' yards. 

1E (1880) Designed in same year, reversion to 
very basic design. Fixed desks. 

1F (1881) One of four new designs produced in 
that year. Fixed desks, two 
classes could be taught 
simultaneously in school room. 
Separate infant room, without 
gallery, may have been used for 
older children. Heating and 
ventilation system, porch and 
cloakroom, verandah. !~proved 

teacher's accommodation with attic. 
1G (1885?)City school. Similar to lF with 

addition of shelter shed, infant 
gallery, book-room and internal 
privies. No teacher's accommodation 
provided. 

1H (1890) Country school of basic design. 
li (1910) Large city school. Infant gallery 

removed, making way, perhaps, for 
the introduction of the Montessori 
method of teaching (see Director's 
Report for 1911, p.3.) 
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Little Oyster Bay School 
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The t\'ook School 

Octol>er 10 1878 
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Waratah School 

July 15 1880 
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Nur,ent School 

November.13 1880 
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Plans of l'ublic 

Plan No 2 

August 3 1 881 

Schools 



1G 

"~. 
I, 

'·' 
i. 

'' 

I' '' 

AO'J' ED 69/1 

Charles ~treet School, 

Launcesto11 

n.d.,school opened 

ill 1 885 

..... ,. 

i·-: 
·-~ ., lc :·, 
.J -~ 
" 

-1 

~ 
:) I 
8 



1H AOT ED 69/1 

Bridgenorth School 

Part of plan 

May 27 1890 
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Central School,Hobart 

October 14 1910 
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Appendix 2. 

Po:J2ulation, Tasmania 

iY1 ar of Male Female Total 
census 

1841 34504 15712 50216 
47 47828 22336 70164 
51 43127 25482 70130 
57 45916 34886 81492 
61 49593 40384 89977 
70 52853 46475 99328 
81 61162 54543 115705 
91 77560 69107 146667 

1901 89624 82851 172475 
11 97591 93620 191211 

Statistics of Tasmania, 1911, p.69. 

Changes in methods of compilation have yielded 
different totals of population for 1851 and 1857. 
Compare with totals in Appendix 3. For present 
purposes, the differences are not significant. 



Appendix 3. 

Population of Tasmania, Convict and Free 

Convict Population Total Population 

Male Fmle Total Male Female Total 

5467 471 5938 9694 2949 12643 
7134 iliO 8484 15273 4992 20265 

13664 187 4 15538 27 029 10770 37799 
39 15386 1691 17077 31010 131 Oi 44111 
4 7 20087 3501 24188 47828 22330 70164 
51 13062 403 7 17099 *21008 **11959 

+19; 21 69187 
57 2139 &69 3008 tJOC32 H204i9 83058 

+29599 

Female 
Children 

~istical_Ket1!LDS, 1824 ~ 39, no pagination, but 
Table No.17, for 1824, 1829, 1834. 
Ibid. 1 1838 - 41, p.10 for 1839. 
Ibid. I 1848, p.1 for 1847. 

i at io 

46.9 
41.8 
4L1 
38.7 
34.4 

l4. 7 
3. 6 

Statistics o( __ Y:.9IL_DieJ:fl?11:1L.J:~3nQ, 1854, p.l. for 1851. 
Statistics Q.:(_';L~.EJ!l.§J:"Lia, 1858, p. 5. for 1857. 



Appendix 4. 

Board of Education and 
Education Department Officials, 1839 - 1913. 

The Board was formed in 1839, re-formed in 
1854, divided into Southern and Northern 
Boards from 1857 to 1862 and consolidated 
into a single Board in Hobart from 1863 to 
1884, in which year it was dissolved. During 
1885, the Chief Secretary was responsible for 
the public education system. In 1886, the 
Education Department came into being. 

Chief Executive Officers and others. 

1839 - 41 
1841 - 49 

1850 - 56 
1856 
1857 - 62 

1857 - 62 

1863 - 84 

1885 
1886 - 94 
1895 - 1900 
1900 - 04 
1905 - 09 
1909 
1910 - 19 

William Nairn, Secretary. 
Charles Bradbury, Secretary and 
Inspector. 
Thomas Arnold, Secretary 
Hugh Cotton, Inspector 
(Southern Board) Hugh Cotton, Inspector 

John Stutzerr Inspector from 
1859 
Murray Burgess, 

{Northern Board) Thomas 
Secretary & Inspector. 
Henry Butler, Chairman 

Secretary. 
Stephensr 

Tho:;nas Stephens r Inspector, Chief 
Inspector from 1869 
Murray Burgess, Secretary to 1867. 
George Richardson, Secretary from 1868. 
Chief Secretary. 
Thomas Stephens, Director. 
James Rule Director. 
Joseph Masters, Director 
William Nealer Director 
Joseph Masters, Acting Director. 
William McCoyr Director. 


