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TASMAN'S LANDING PLACE.
By
G. H. HaLuean, L.S., F.G.5,,

Late Hydrographer and Supervising Engineer, N. 5. Wales
Government.

With One Text Figure.
(Read 14th December, 1925.}

According to his Journal, Abel Janszoon Tasman planted
his flag and toock formal possession of the land, now called
Tasmania, on the 3rd of December, 1642,

Unfortunately, the exact position of his anchorage was
not fixed by bearings to, or angles between the various head-
lands, islands, or prominent features in the vicinity, but in
other respects the jourmal is so complete and is so clearly
written that the historic spot at which the flag was planted
can, I think, be located within a few yards. The matter has
already been investigated, mainly through the indefatigable
exertions of Mr. Moore-Robinson, Mr. John Xennedy, and
Captain Bowerman, who decided that the great mavigator
had landed at the head of Prince of Wales Bay, an indenta-
tion immediately adjoining Cape Lamanon, on Forestier’s
Peninsula. A very substantiai and appropriate monument
has been erected at the site chosen, on which the foliowing
inscription appears:—

At this spot the expedition under
Abei Jansz Tasman,
being the first white people
to set foot on Tasmanian soil,
planted the Dutch flag
on December 3rd, 1642.

As a memorial to posterity and to the inhabitants of this
countty
this stone was erected by the Royal Society of Tasmnania,
1923.

Some doubts, however, arose amongst certain members
of this Society, and a discussion of the matter took place at
the rooms on the 17th December, 1923 (see Papers and Pro-
ceedings, 1923, p. 166). It was then decided that, in view of
the indefinite nature of the evidence, the words of the in-
scription “At this spot” should be altered to “Near this spot.”
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During the discussion 1 expressed the opinion that tha

ear the south-east corner of North Bay

shoal water or
have refrained ]
find time to further investigate,

Owing mainly to my ahsence from Tasmania, I have only

ity in detail, and Now
of my inguiry.

To enable us to follow Tasman's movement
produce copies of his Journal of the ist,
December, 1642, as edited by J. E. Heeres,
has been carefully comp
Library, Sydney.

s, 1 here .
2nd, and 3pq of

The translatiop
ared with the original in the Mitehel]

EXTRACTS FROM TASMAN’S JOURNAL,

_ Ed. by J. E. Heeres.
1st December, 1642,

us, with whom we resolved that it would be. best and most ex-

pedient, wind and weather permitting, to touch at the land
the sooner the better; both to get bette

own behalf; all of whic

day’s resolution. We then got a hreeze from the eastward
and made for the coast to ascertain whether it would afford
a fitting anchorage; about 1 hour after sunset we dropped
anchor in a good harbour in 22 fathoms (21.65 English
fathoms), white and grey fine sand, a naturally drying bot-

tom; for all which it behooves us to thank God Almighty with
grateful hearts.

2nd December, 1642,

“Early in the morning we sent out Pilot-
. 1+ to a bay situated N.W,
distance (4 Eng. miles), in orde
(as regards fresh water, refres
may be available there).

Major Jacobsz
of us, at upwards of a mile
r to ascertain what facilitics
hments, timber and the like
About three hours before night-
fall the boats came back. . . This day we had variable
winds from the eastward, but for the greater part of the day
a stiff steady breeze from the S.E.

e
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042, . y
D;‘;emb::; tg'ts;e S.E. side of this bay in.the same boats
We W B

it i the

day .. . .. ; here wefoundiwater, it is tr;e’s:;]t‘iand

Ss;ye?te‘:o low lying that the.fresh water.-‘la(rai #;?Io?.v el
land s f, while the soil is too rocky toj

jgh by the surf, w he
brackish b-Y-we theréfore.;returned ‘on board and convle‘::iid :nd
being.dug% our two ships, with which 1:ve:have reso o and
couneils zd what is set'forth in extenso in to-day’s resolution,

in
dewr]:?ch fer briefness sake we .refer. - ¢ this bav
" w“I the afternoon we went to the S.'E' SIdE: ° F ;;coysé

II]) ats aforesaid, having with usg E.'llot-Malor rrcarga
in the oskipper Gerrit Jansz, Isack Gilsemans, supend stk
,mcobsz,d the Zechaen, sub-cargo Abraham ‘Coom.atll:s, : s pole
on hoer arpenter, Pieter Jacohsz; we ce}rrled with u fug
m.asmrhc Cl())mpany’s mark carved into it, and a Prmce-ma '
with ¢ et up there, that those who shall come afterkursl 01“
to be :eaware that we have been here, and hi"’e t%ﬂienpwe
becorn ; lawful property,

: he said land as our !
session \?:dtaiout half-way with our boats it bigia)n :oof}:bltc;:z
had rgt(;fﬂy and the sea ran so high ﬁhatl\;hfe cocm-1 ;?r e
very ! . the Pilot-Major a .
i h were seated the ) .
Zechaer, mc:’:a;:elled'to pull back to the ships, while we .raz
g }Ta?n' pinnace. When we had come close msh;’r?a:lnso.
on o l(zlat which bore W.S.'W. of the ships, the sutr ;nning
;I'n";lutllfat we could not get near the shore v'xrlth;)u ‘;e hes
15 . i dashed to pieces.

i f having our pinnace N lone
thgegﬁ: t(})le carpenter aforesaid tD-Swlllm t(-) Tihivis:;loroeﬁ: ;in:
oT k' t by the win

. le and flag and kep . . ta
mth.t]‘:,ee I:E:de him pliant the said pole with ‘the ﬂ:ag“ attreesr.)
i the carth. at the centre of the bay near fot;r crescent’
n:;?ly recognisable, and standing in the form t(1)1 ; acarpente;
easl ' ing lowest . . . .

fore the one standing . . urf
emawt]yiid)etheref-m'e swam back to the pinnace thouil'l ;hefi_om
afores%uring the whole of the day the wtnd b‘leWt;:1 lfldyfound‘
th; in the evening we took the sun’s azimu " e:'ve oot 8
thznor N,E variation of the compass; at sunset so violent
8 dei 1 .f om the north, which by and by rose to both
o g:r‘;mr the N.N.W. that we were compel}:ed to get
Eusrtt;z:ds in and drop our small bower anchor.

3rd:

& purpose, it is
f importance to our presen '
Althouegtlge(rlmzh(;t thI; “day’s resolutions” reffarred rt(;c.;n
| : . '
:;'b‘?oiﬁ;l which correspond to Minutes of Meetu;gin()t -
f ls:nglces heid with the Master of the Zeehaen,
er
founih ful navigator, and was a.very
wag a very wonderfu i
b Evisﬁil:ld careful man, and before all else he Was;tsiz:ﬂar
:ng;le if his journal should appear vague at any p
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point, we must interpet it with this knowledge.
having dropped anchor, in a good harbour, ahq
after sunset on the 1st of December, 1642,
Yations show the ship to have been off Cape Frederi Hen
dirick, and the weather to be calm, but in the afternagy t};en.
Eot a breeze from the eastward, which enabled him t, maliy
the anchorage he desired, and for which he was g0 thankfule
If we remember that it was getting ¢n towards nightfa)] hs;
Wwas on a totally unknown coast, and he was under gai]
and was making for a lee shore, we will natural]
that his sailorly instinet would not allow him to g9 furthe,
inte North Bay than would ensure safe anchorage. I, Wwoulg
be perfectly safe if anchored in the position shown gy the
chart (see Text Figure), and would have been able to beat out
if the wind had suddenly shifted northwardly, as he hag every
reason to expect. Had he gone further west he would hay,
been embayed, or in a position no sailor would willingly get.

The law of storms was not very well understood in Tas-
man’s day, but it was well kuown to mariners that the wingd
in the southern hemisphere always veers fram south t, north
through east, so that Tuasman would be on the look-ont for
easterly, north-easterly, and then northerly winds, which
would be one very strong reason for his choosing an anchorag,
from which he could get away as soon as possihle.

On the 2nd of December Tasman sgent hig Pilot-Major
“to a bay situated north-west of us, at upwards of a mile
“distance (4 English miles) ™ to spy out the land, and we fing
on referring to the Lands Department plan, that the distance
from the supposed anchorage to the entrance to Blackman’y
Bay is just on 4 miles, in a north-westerly direction. It will
also be noted that had Tasman been anchored off Prince of
Wales Bay, as supposed by Mr. Moore-Robinson, there would
be no bay 4 miles to the north-west of him,

On the 2nd of December Tasman records: “This day we
“had variable winds from the eastward, but for the greater
“part of the day a stiff steady breeze from the south-east.”

We now come to the eventful day of the ianding, and
the journal states:—“We went to the south-east side of this
“bay in the same boats as yesterday. . . . . Here we found
“water, it is true, but the land is 80 low lying that the fresh
“water was made salt and brackish by the surf, while the soil
“is too rocky to allow of wellg being dug.”

At the south-east corner of North Bay the present-day
chart shows a creek connecting with a small lagoon about
250 yards from the sandy beach. The water in this ereek
and in the lagoon is brackish, and the soil on the eastern side
is rough and stony, exactly as described in the Journal.
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200 TABMAN'S LANDING PLACE,

The journal continues: “In the afternoon w

y h ! e went to tp,
south-east side of this bay in the boats aforesa

id,” and the,

e I account
of the rough sea, but the pinnace went on.  To quote furthe,

from ﬂ'.le journal: “When we had come cloge inshore iy a
“small inlet which bore west-south-west from the ships, the
“surf ran so high that we could not get near the shore Withoyy

i

landed at the same spot in the morning to search for water
but the possible explanation is, that the pole “with the Com-,
“pany’s mark carved into it” was not ready. It had, of CcoUTse
to be Pprepared and rigged from Spare spars earried op board.’

As would, T think, naturally be expected, there are ng
.signs of the four large treeg referred to in Tasman’s Journal,
These have long ago, by the effects of bush fires and natural
-decay, been reduced 1o dust and ashes, and nothing tangible

remains to mark the notable spot where the illustrioug navi-
gator Ianded.

On the oceasion of my visit to the locality a hard south-
west gale wag blowing, with blinding rain, go that it was im-
possible to get to the assumed anchorage in g boat to take
soundings. It wil] be interesting to know if the depth of 22
fathoms (21.62 English fathoms) stil exists at the anchorage
shown. The exact figures are not, of courge, important, ag
the bottom ig “white and grey fine sand,” ang the depth liable
to vary a fathom or two, aceording to the weather.

Quite apart from the extraets from Tasman’s journal and
the deductions here given, T have mnade some calculationg to

In order to make these matters quite clear to those mem-
bers who have not studied the subject very closely, it will be
hecessary to state, in ag few words as possible, some of the
elementary factg of the science of chronology.

The Egyptians knew that a year contained between 365
and 366 days, but the Romans did not profit by this informa-
tion, for Romulus made a year consist of 304 days; this wasg
altered by Numa to one of 555 days—extra months  being
occasionally intercalated, so that the seasons might recur at
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i f the year. This naturally r'espltgd
out the Siﬁ:i;fﬁ:i:aﬁcuﬁatigg intervals of time, and in 1(51
in much 'conCaesslr decreed that thenceforth the year shou
B.C. Jul‘;;ss days, except that in every fourth or leap yt;a:r )
conta ™ itional ds’x'y gshould be introduced. He ordered this
ont ?dc}:lome into foree-on 1st January, 456 B.C. _
e ‘O Juiian Calendar made the year (on the aver;ges)
'l‘hBSGS 25 days. The actual value is 365.242_2419 u};d.
S h .fulian year is too long by about 113 mmutes,T?h.
He}nce tdeces an error of nearly one day in 128 years. is
s 1:hiallj.r accumulated, until in the sixteenth centu:l'g
O arrived some ten days earlier than they s]fuoub
the SB?SOHS In 1582 Pope Gregory XIII. corrected th1s. g
b 'mn’:.n days from that year (which therefore containe
on'i;‘-t;n;’ gays) and decreeing that henc;;forth ivsrya 317::;
o it ntury should be or no e
which w:;rgi:;ugslptlgeoilﬁl:fplz wyas or was not divis1b.le tbg
}'9-3:: at':l‘he work of framing the new Calend;g5gzgsir§t21§z;s
, Clavi i ear to contain 365, ,
b Clav'lﬁzs'dw:}llz tizlsl:‘:;dr;f: cdgcimals in his assumption of the
D e Ie th of the year. As we now know the actual vah‘le
:ve;:g;ﬁ;gfﬂtiw days, there is still an error of one day in
a .

i i lendar.
ars in the Gregorian Ca' ) o
abm’&‘l?éﬁoc(;)ayr?ge was adopted immediately in all Catholic

i nt. In Scotland the
COUﬂtTiES’QI?u;;Szr; Sllg{‘;‘gy 1Irrll flfgtés::man Lutheran States
‘Change W:is in 1700. In England a bill to carry out the re-
jlftn"::i ivl:j i:troduced in 1584, but was withdiawgeifsgrht:le;ﬁg
ime; he change was not e g
rea;(_il ilf:lcgzg gg;et;;Egr,t 1752, eleven nor::inal dairs” ::EE
:;11-11::1 struck out, so that the last day of the Old S:ydzy) Ping
the 2nd, the first day of the “New Style (t‘he Tex  day) was
lled t,he 14th instead of the 3rd. P:y this it w:15 be seen
fc:léllalt the year 1752, in England, contamedv onlyrlfra:owm(fge n
stead of 366 days, it being a leap year. Nolw a e o
this fact is necessary when calculating the tlmS o hieh
on the East Coast of Tasmania on the 3rd of Dece s ,
y 3 .
the d\:’te l?ri;or\ffa:ﬁ;in :tl?rr:ﬂffals of 18 years ‘amd 11 days, :E:
et rns to th,e same relative position with regard tj(E) the
cnnth, l:i full and new moon fall on the same day o
o ﬂHO the i4th May, 1913, the moon would have bee‘?;
Tﬂonth- , relative position with regard to the earth_as_ i
e S?}Te‘ird December, 1642, assuming that no var‘latglr;
?;ashonl n etl-ll of any intermediate year had bee_en{ mgde ;1 the
in o 1e g;There had, however, been a change.whenlthe 11'1700
Governr ent adopted ’the Gregorian Calendar in the year o s
gﬁiirnlrlr.l days were taken out of that year to allow for the

&b




202 TABMAN'S LANDING TLACE,

accumulated error due to the Julian year being too long by
about 11} minutes. It was therefore high water at North
Bay on the 3rd December; 1642, at the same time as it was on
Saturday, the 3rd May, 1913.

From the nautical Almanac we learn that the moon wag
new on the latter date, and it was therefore high water at
North Bay at 8 hours, and low water at about 2 hours 5g
minutes, or, say, 10 minutes to 3 in the afterncon of the 3rq
December, 1642,

As the moon was in Apogee on the 29th November, was
on the Equator on the 2nd December, and the movement of
the wind from the 29th November to the 4th December, 1642,
indicated a barometer a very little above normal, the tide on
the afternoon of the day of Tasman’s landing probably feil
to within six inches of low water springs level. Under these
circumstances it would be very risky, if not impossible, to
have crossed the reef at the entrance to Prince of Wales Bay
in a pinnace drawing at least fwelve inches of water in a
strong northerly breeze, and even if the erossing of the reef
had been successfully accomplished, the water inside would
have been comparatively smooth, and there would have been
no necessity for the carpenter to swim ashore to plant the
flag.

In any case, it is almost certain that some reference to
the reef would have been made in Tasman’s journal if it had
to be crossed in order to effect a landing.

On the other hand, the journal distinetly states that
Tasman went to the south-east side of the bay in which he
was anchored, and the carpenter swam ashore and planted
the flag near a small inlet which bore west-south-west of the
ship. There is no other place except that shown on the ac-
companying chart, which corresponds to that very lucid and
concise deseription, and the landing could have been effected
there as well nt one state of the tide as another.

It might also be interesting to state that the 3rd of De-
cember, 1642, was a Saturday.

[Note.—Ior other articies concerning Tasman’s landing
place, see—

Gell, the Tasmanian Journal, Vol. 11., p. 321 (18456).

Walker, Pap. and Proc. Roy. Soc. Tas., 1890, pp. 269-284.

Mault, Report Aust. Assocn. Ad. Se,, 1892, pp. 408-412.

Moore-Robinson, The Mercury (Hobart), 22nd Januvary.
1923.

Discussion and Report, Pap. and Proc. Roy. Soc. Tas.,
1923, pp. 166 and 180.

Lord, Report Easter Camp Tasmanian Field Naturalists”
Club, 1923. Editor.]



