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1925 DBrigden, Professor J. B, B.A. Tasmanian Univer-
sity, Hobart.
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1922 Brownell, C. C. 117 Hampden Road, Battery Point.

1907 Brownell, F. L. “Berwyn,” Mercer Street, New Town.

1924 Budge, E. A, B.Se. 302 Argyle Street, Hobart.

1918 Burbury, Frederick. “Holly Park,” Parattah.

1919 Burbury, Charles. “Brookside,” Moonah.

1925 Butler, A. L. Lower Sandy Bay.

1923 Butler, Mrs. G. H. Augusta Road, New Town.

1909 Butler, W. F. D, B.A,, M.Se, LL.B. Bishop Street,
New Town.

1924 Calver, C. W. 112 Brisbane Street, Launceston.

1920 Cane, F. B. 90 High Street, Sandy Bay.

1913 Chepmell, C. H. D. Clerk of the Legislative Counecil,
Hobart.

1920 Clark, W. I, M.B. Maequarie Street, Hobart.

1896 Clarke, A, H, M.R.C.3., LR.C.P. Domain Cottage,
The Domain, Hobart.

1918 Clarke, T. W. H. “Quorn Hall,” Campbell Town.

1910 Clemes, W. H., B-A., B.3¢. Clemes College, Hobart.

1922 Collier, J. D. A. The Librarian, Tasmanian Public
Library, Hobart.

1925 Coogan, W. Lord Street, Sandy Bay, Hobart.

1924 Crabtree, R. W. The University, Hobart.

1924 Crisp, Cecil C. Lower Sandy Bay.

1911 Crowther, W. L., D.8.0,, M.B. Macquarie Street,
Hobart.

1917 Cullen, Rev. John, Macquarie Street, Hobart.

1918 Cummins, W. H., ALA.C. Manager, The Mercury
Office, Hobart.

1925 Cunningham, Mrs. G. H. Augusta Road, New Town.

1925 Cunningham, G. H. 22 Augusta Road, New Town.

1922 Davidson, R. Temple Chambers, Macquarie Street,
Hobart.

1924 Davies, G. B. 111 Patrick Street, Hobart.

1919 Davies, H. W. “Abermere,” Mount Stuart.

1923 Davis, Alfred. Lord Street, Sandy Bay.

1923 Davis, Charles. Red Chapel Road, Lower Sandy
Bay.
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Year of
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1926.

The Council and COfficers,

The Annual Meeting was held at the Society’s Rooms,
The Tasmanian Museum, Hobart, on the 8th March, 1926.

The following were elected members of the Council for
1926 :—DMessrs. W. II, Clemes, Dr. W. L. Crowther, W. H.
Cummins, Major L. F. Giblin, Rt, Rev, Dr. R. 8. Hay,
Messrs. J. A, Johnson, A. N. Lewis, L. Rodway, E. E.
Unwin, and C. E. Lord {ex officio).

During the year nine meetings of the Council were held,
the attendance being as follows:—Mr. Rodway 9, Mr. Lord
9, Dr. Crowther 8, Mr. Lewis 8, Mr. Johnson 6, Mr. Clemes
5, Mr, Cummins 5, Major Giblin 5, and Mr. Unwin 5.

The Council at its first meeting made the following
appointments:—

Chairman of Council—Mr. L. Rodway, C.M.G.
Secretary.—Mr, Clive Lord.

Standing Committee.—Messrs,
Lord, and Major Giblin.

Editor of Papers and Proceedings.—Mr. Clive Lord.
Hon. Treasurer~—Dr. W. L. Crowther.

Rodway, Unwir,

Trustees of the Tasmanian Museum and Botanical
Gardens:—Messrs. Rodway, Clemes, Lewis, Johnson, Unwin,
and Dr. Crowther.

Meetings,
During the year nine ordinary meetings of the Socisty

were held. Details of the meetings will be found in the
Abstract of Proceedings.

Membership.

The Royal Society of Tasmania, in company with many
other bodies, felt the effects of the period of financial depres-
sion from which Tasmania is just recovering. This is
reflected in the membership, and a certain percentage of
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subseriptions are still outstanding for the year, whilst
certain members have allowed their membership to lapsze.
Whilst this is to be regretted, it is felt that the slight set-
back is of a temporary nature only, and that the improved
conditions which may be anticipated with confidence during
the coming year will be of considerable assistance to tha
work of the Society. The roll at the end of the year shows:—
4 Honorary Members, 8 Corresponding Members, 7 Life
Members, and 230 Ordinary Members.

Historieal.

In July, a conference was held in Launceston between
members of the Northern Branch and representatives of tha
Council and the Historical Section with the object of
advancing the study of early Tasmanian history and the
collection of old documents. The Chairman (Mr. Rodway)},
Messrs. W. F. D, Butler, G. W. R. Ife, and C. E. Lord
attended the meeting of the Norihern Branch, and it is
anticipated that benefit will arise- from the conference.

At the general meeting of the Sceciety held in August,
the Council brought under notice of the members the pro-
posal to film “The Term of His Natural Life,” and, on the
grounds that the novel is not true to history, and that its
filming would be harmful to Tasmania, a resolution was
carried protesting against the picture being made.

In last year’s report reference was made to extracts
from certain private diaries which had been made available
to the Society, and the Council desires to place on record
its appreciation of the actionr of Miss Hookey in per-
mitting a copy to be made for the Society’s Library of the
original diary of the Reverend Robert Knopwood from
January, 1805, to July, 1808. This section of the Knopwood
diaries, which has not been made public previously, is of
very considerable interest, and will prove a valued addition
to the Society’s Library.

Scientific Development of the Tasmanian Fisheries.

Since the very commencement of the official control of the
fisheries of Tasmania, the Royal Society has been intimately
connected with the movement. The greater part of the litera-
ture concerning the fishes of Tasmania is contained in th=
Papers and Proceedings of the Society, and the Society can
claim to have done much owing to the investigations of its
members and the publication of the results. In the past



186 ANNUAL REPORT

due recognition has been given to the Society’s work. Last.

year, however, the Government abolished the Fisheries
Commissicners and placed the control of the sea and inland
fisheries under separate boards. The work done by tha
Society and the important bearing which seience has on the
commercial prosperity of the sea fisheries was brought under
notice of the Government, but .unfortunately the past and
present work of the Society failed to secure recognition, and
the Sea Fisheries Board, as now composed, dves not embrace
a member of the Society, and the Society’s official connec-
tion with the development of the Tasmanian fisheries has
come to an end. This is a matter for regret, as in other
countries increasing efforts are being made to encourage
scientifie institutions to become interested in and assist the
development of the commercial activities of their country.

Scienee Congress.

The Council desires to bring under the notice of the
members generally the fact that the Australasian Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science is holding a meeting
in Hobart, commencing on the 16th January, 1928. The
support of all members of the Scciety is desired in order
that this impertant conference may prove a success and of
distinct benefit to Tasmania in gereral.

Papers and Proceedings.

The financial position of the Society caused the Couneil
to curtail the number of Papers printed in this vear’s
volume. The position will require the earnest consideratio:..
of the incoming Council in order that all papers which are
submitted and passed for printing next year may be pub-
lished in full. The cost of a large proportion of this year's
volume i3 not included in the Statement of Accounts.

Obituary.

It is with regret that the Society has to record -the-
deaths of the following:—

Life Members:—
J. D. Foster, “Fairfield,” Epping. (Elected 1905.)
Sir Henry Jones, Kt., Hobart. (Eleeted 1922,)
Members:—— ’
Most Reverend Patrick Delany, -Archbishop of Tas-
mania, (Elected 1903.)

H. E. R. Oldmeadow,
Ferry. (Elected 1919.)

“Roseneath,” Austin’s.
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BRANCH REPORT

NORTHERN BRANCH.
ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1926,

Our Annual Meeting was held on 21st May, when the
following officers were re-elected members of the Council:—
Hon. Tasman Shields, Messrs, H. H. Scott, J. E. Heritage,
R. 0. Miller, F. Smithies, J. R, Forward, F. J. Heyward, W.
D. Reid, and R. S. Padman {(Hon, Seeretary and Treasurer).

At the conclusion of the formal business a most inter-
esting Lecture was given by Mr. V. V. Hickman, B.Sec., on
“Spiders and their Allies,” introducing lantern slides of
several new Tasmanian epecies tecently discovered by the
lecturer.

21st June.—Lecture by Mr. J. Moore-Rebinson, IF.R.G.S.,
¢ “Macquarie in Launceston, 1811 and 1821.”

23rd July.—Visit from members Historical Section
{(Hobart) accompanied by Mr. L. Rodway, Senior Vice-
President. At the ccnelusion of conference relating to
establishment of Historical Section in connection with this
Branch, a series of papers were read by Messrs, Dennis
Butler (Chairman Historieal Section), G. W. Ife, and C.
Lord dealing with “Tasmania under Sir William Denison.”

6th September.—Paper, “Evolution of the Sense of
Sight,” by Mr. R. 8. Padman, followed by notes on the mor-
phology of the Eye, illustrated with miscropic slides by Mr. .
H. H. Scott.

27th September.—Lecture by Mr. F. Ellis, M.A., B.E,, on
“The Ideas underlying Relativity.”

Considerable interest in early Tasmanian History having
been aroused by the several lectures given during the year,
the local council have considered the formation of a local
branch of the Historical Section which it is hoped to establish
early in next session. By special arrangement with the
parent Society permission has been granted, in the event of
the local Section ceasing to function, that any local relics or
documents collected by it may be deposited in the Museum
or other public institution, so that they may be permanently
retained in Launceston.
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SECTION REPORTS

EDUCATIONAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL SECTION.
Mr. E. E. Unwin, M.Sc., was elected President.

All meetings of the year were devoted to a discussion
of the System of Examinations, under different aspeets, the
list of .subjects and speakers being as follows:—

20th April—"*An Historical Survey of the Development
of Examination Systems.,” By Mr. J. A, Johnson.

18th May.—“The Aim and Purpose of Examinations in
Primary and Secondary Schools.” By Messrs. H. T. Parkes
and E. A. Budge.

22nd June.—“The Purpose and Aim of Examinations as
applied to University and Technical Education.” By Mr.
¥rank Ellis and Professor Dunbabin.

27th July—"“The Mind of the Examinee,” By Mr. G.
Huxley.

17th August.—“The Accrediting System.” By Mr. C. E.
Fletcher.

21st September.—“The Statistical Aspect of Examina-
tions.,” By Major L. F. Giblin.

19th October.—A Summary of Papers and Discus-
sions, by the President.

As a result of these meetings, the Section reached
certain definite conclusions, set out hereunder, which are
regarded as applying not only to boys but to girls in equal
or even greater measure,

Tt is felt that, while some form of testing is not only
essential but, in fact, inevitable, yet the present system of
external public examinations does not meet the requirements
of the situation, for the following reasons in particular:—

These examinations are so limited in their nature that
they cannot give results that are an adequate return for
the effort expended.

By reason of being the accepied test of learning they
encourage false conclusions as to a pupil’s requirements,
and so often werk injustice both to him and to his teacher.

They hamper general education by checking the de-
velopment of individuality and self-reliance, while leaving
little room for necessary experiment or for getting the full
benefit of a teacher's personal influence,

——

ANNUAT, EEPOBT 189

They produce real unhappiness and often injure
physical and mental health in a manner that, though subtle,
is very far-reaching.

What is required iz a method of testing that will not
encourage a special preparation for it, and will best dis-
cover and reccgnise sustained industry.

To satisfy these requirements and to meet the fore-
going objections, the Section recommends the adoption of
the Accrediting System, by which approved schools, under
proper safeguards and as an accepted alternative to public
examinations, would supply certificates of proficiency to
those pupils who have reached a required standard.

Some essentials of the System were laid down in Mr.
Fletcher’s paper which, by request ¢f the Section, was pub-
lished in the Educational Record (September issue}. Such
essentials were considered by Mr. Fletcher to be the follow-
ing:—

(a) There must be an accrediting authority (which
might be an association formed for this speeial
purpdse).

(b) Any examination must be of the school rather than
of the individual.

(¢) Considerable reliance must be placed upon the re-
sponsible teachers, who are recognised as the most
capable judges of an individual pupil’s attainments.
and ability.

(d) There must be inspection, for report to the
accrediting authority.

(e) Internal examinations must be conducted, with
questions and marked papers filed for future
reference.

(f) The public must be guided to recognise the value
and prestige of the system.

It is noteworthy that in 1921 the Section, as in this
year, devoted all its seszions to a discussion of public
examinations; and to the extent to which the aspects of
the question considered are identical, seems to haverarrived
at precisely similar conclusions to those submitted in this
report; which, in their turn, were formed without any
reference whatever to those of 1921,

NORMAN WALKER,
Honorary Secretary.
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HISTORICAL SECTION.

The chief activity of the Historical Section during the
year was the collection of data relating to the period of Sir
William Denison’s term of Governorship, 1847-1854. Owing
to the difficulty in arriving at a correct view of several
questions of the day, namely Transportation and Responsible
Government, the preparation of the Section’s evening before
the Society took longer than was the case in previous years.
However, the lecturettes on the period were given before the
July meeting of the Society. A general outline of the period
wags given by Mr. W. F. D, Butler. A biographical sketch
of Sir William Denison was read by Mr. J. Reynolds, whilst
his scientific and engineering attainments were described by
Mr. Clive Lord. Mr. G. W. Ife dealt with Denison’s
administration, and Mr, A, W, Courtney-Pratt read a paper
on the Transportation question.

At the invitation of the Northern Branch of the Society,
Mesars. Butler, Ife, and Lord repeated their lecturettes in
Launceston on 23rd July. Opportunity was taken by their
visit to confer with the members of the Society in Launceston
regarding co-operation in historical research in the future.
The results of this conference were gratifying, and will have
an important bearing on future work.

During the next year it is hoped to proceed further with
the work of the Section, devoting particular attention to the
early vears of responsible government. It is also intended
to make a definite move towards the establishment of a
repository for many of the valuable historical relics now in
danger of being lost to the State.

J. REYNOLDS,
Hon. Secretary.
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W. L. CROWTHER,

Audited: correct.

WALTER E. TAYLOR, F.F.LA,

Hon. Treasurer.

CLIVE E. LORD,

Hon. Auditor.

Secretary.

4/2/27.




ROYAL SOCIETY OF TASMANIA,
MORTON ALLPORT MEMORIAL FUND, 1926,

RECETPTS.

EXPENDITURE,
£ s d £ s d
Revenue, 1926 .. . fh e e e e 915 0 Refund to General Fund .. . 214 0
Loan from R.M.J, Fund 4 70 Mathews’s “Birds of Au:.'traha” (Part) 11 8 ¢
14 2 0 £14 2 0
Audited: correct.

W. L. CROWTHER,

Hoen, Treasurer,

CLIVE E. LORD,

WALTER E. TAYLOR, F.F.I.A,,

. Hon. Auditor.
4/2/279.

Secretary:
R. M. JOHNSTON MEMORIAI, FUND, 1926.
RECEIPTS. PAYMENTS.
£ s d. . £ s d
Balance brought forward .. 25 11 10 Books purchased .. e e e e .. 171300
Interest .. e e 1412 o Advance to M;A M, thd.. e e e e 4 7 0
Balance .. .. . 18 3 10
£40 3 10 £40 3 10

Audited: correct.

WALTER E, TAYLOR, F.F.LA.,
Hon, Aud'ltor

W. L. CROWTHER,
Hon. Treasurer.

CLIVE E. LORD,
4/2/27. Secretary,
e - — R
ROYAL SOCIETY OF TASMANIA.
NORTHERN BRANCIH.
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMDBER, 1926.
£ s d. £ s d.
Balance on 31st December, 1925 .. .. .. 21 13 11 Advertiging .. 4 0 0
Interest .. . 016 2 Printing .. 212 0
Share of Subscr]ptlons N 9 6 0 Postages .. 010 0
Petty . . 015 0
BalancemBank P - S A |
£3119 1 £3119 1

Compiled from the books and accounts of the Royal Society of Tasmania (Nortvhern Branch)
to be in accordance therewith,

J. E. HIERITAGE,
Hon. Auditor.

, and certified

R. STEWART PADMAN,
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer.



