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When we read of twenty thousand immigrants arriving in

the north-west of Canada in a single month, it seems hard

to account for the very slow increase of the population in

Tasmania, especially when her many advantages are con-

sidered.

It is the object of this paper to enumerate these advan-

tages. In doing so, it will be necessary to state some things

that are self-evident to us ; but it is good to recognise the

advantages of the land we live in, and, if the knowledge can

be communicated to others, it may tend to the success of

the object in view, namely, to increase our preseut population

of about one hundred and eighty thousand people very

considerably.

Our small population has been one reason of our fewness,

as in the past, owing to artificial divisions among the States

of what is now the Commonwealth of Australia ; our produce

was shut out from the markets of the mainland, so that

practically we could only deal with the small population of

the Island. Now oar local customers, owing to the Federa-

tion of Australia, number nearly four millions, and a great

impulse has been given to the trade of the Island, which if
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taken advantage of, may lead to Tasmania becoming a

mannfacturing and distributing centra for Australia.

Position.

Tasmania is very favourably situated geographically, being

only a short distance to the south of the mainland of

Austi-alia, and, roughly, in a central position with regard to

the coast line of that country. It is also in the direct line

between New Zealand and South Africa. Its shore line is

considerably broken by deep inlets of the sea, and the

greater part of the country is near water carriage, thus

bringing the markets of the world within easy reach, at a

small cost for carriage.

Climate and Soil.

The climate is equable and temperate, and the rainfall is

regular, so that extremes of drought and heavy floods are

unknown
;
in favoured situations oranges and lemons can be

ripened in the open air
;
geranium hedges are common, and

snow only lies in the elevated districts. The days are

usually bright and pleasant, and the nights, even in the

hottest summer, are cool and bracing.

The central parts of the Island are at an elevation of 1000'

to 3000 feet, and it is easy to get a considerable change of

climate by travelling a short distance. Upon these upland

districts are large lakes, supplying quickly falling streams,

from which ample power can be obtained.

Soil.—The soil is of good average fertility, and in some

districts exceptionally fertile. The average crop for the

Island is over 20 bushels of wheat to the acre, and 5 tons of

potatoes. In some districts the average is considerably

higher, and potato crops of 12 tons to the acre are not

uncommon. In well-managed orchards three to five hundred

bushels of apples are picked per acre.
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Advantages.

The present year is the one hundredth since Tasmania was

first colonised, and on every side there are indications that

in the near future Tasmania will become one of the most

prosperous States of the Empire. The towns, though small,

have most of the conveniences of large European cities, in

the way of water supply, well-paved streets, good buildings,

telegraphs, telephones, gas, electric light, and electric trams.

The country districts are connected w4th the ports by lines

of railway, and good macadamised roads ; the countr}' has

been opened. The effect of climate and soil on the grow^th

of crops and the rearing of cattle and sheep is well known.

The method of dealing with fungi and insects inimical to

cultivated crops has been put upon the solid basis of experi-

ence, and there is every prospect of remunerative employ-

ment for a very much larger population than Tasmania has

at present. While Victoria was passing through the first

excitement of the gold diggings, Tasmania supplied a ver}^

large portion of the food of that colony, and, owing to the

facilities of water carriage, can still place produce in Mel-

bourne and in other capital cities of Austi-alia at a flower

rate for freight than mainland districts that ai-e veiy much

nearer to those capitals.

. The advantages of the climate and soil of Tasmania have

been brought into great prominence by the dry seasons that

have obtained upon the mainland, culminating in the severe

drought of last year, and many mainland farmers are coming

to Tasmania to farm, where the land laws are liberal, the

horrors of drought, extremes of heat, and devastating floods

are unknown, and in many places grass is green all the year

round. Also, owing to her position, and available water

power, and that factory legislation in Tasmania places less

restriction upon trade than other States of the Common-
wealth do, it is certain that factories will be set up in

Tasmania in preference to other parts of the Australian
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mainland, and there is already a noticeable increase of

activity in agriculture, trade, and manufacture.

Freetrade,—In the past the transfer of produce was very

much hindered by intercolonial duties, but these are now all

done away with.

Small Industries-

It is undoubted that in the first place the prosperity of

new countries must depend largely upon agriculture,

especially upon what are termed small industries—industries

where profits are derived from the economical working of the

soil, and which enable large families to live comfortably on

small acT cages. The growth of fruit and potatoes meets

this requirement, and thereby it is quite possible to have a

population of as much as one to the acre. In this, these

industries differ widely from what until recent years has

been the staple industry of the State—the rearing of sheep

and export of wool. In rearing sheep, people strive for

loneliness, so that the sheep may not be disturbed, and in

many cases efforts are made to keep population away ; but

with small industries supporting families of ten, upon ten to

fifty acres of ground, well tilled, it is quite possible to

support a population of one to the acre, as subsidiary

mechanical industries, such as sawmills, wheelwrights,

carpenters, blacksmiths, tailors, shoemakers, tinsmiths, case-

makers, all follow, just as water fills up a hollow.

Fruit.—During the past twenty years the fruit export

industry has been developing, and in 1902 fruit and jam

were exported to the value of nearly £450,000, being an

increase of about 80 per cent, on the preceding year. This

industry has been growing at an increasing rate for some

years past, has been the cause of widespread prosperity,

great increase in the value of land, and has brought several

trades to Tasmania previously unknown in the Island.
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PotatOPS.—Potato-growing has become another large

industry. During last year potatoes were exported to the

value of £325,000. Both potato and fruit culture need

only small capital, and small holdings, and the benefit from

them is very widespread, tending more to the general pros-

perity than industries in which only a few are benefited.

They also ai'e bringing other industries in their train, in the

canning, drying, preserving, and packing for distant markets.

Canning and Drying.—These ti'ades of canning, pre-

serving, and drying are as yet in their infancy, but when

they are fully developed fluctuations and gluts in the

m.arkets wdll be largely done aw^ay wdth. There is very

little done in drying potatoes, for which there are splendid

opportunities.

Starch.—There are no factories for making starch,

although conditions are favourable for this industry. On
some occasions, during recent years, large quantities of

potatoes that have missed the market have been spoilt, thus

causing great loss.

Spirit.—The making of starch entails the making of

spirit, which would be another item of profit.

Cider,—Cider also could be made very largely, and besides

being a source of profit in itself would help to steady the

fruit trade. Cider is made in a small way at present, with

very fair success, but not as a large business. In some of

the fruitgrowing districts in England, the cider press comes

round to the farmers just as the chaffcutter, threshino;

machine, and straw baler do here.

Oats and Barley.—The northern parts of the Island are

especially suited for the cultivation of barley and oats, both

for the home market and for export. In 1902 about

£140,000 worth of oats were exported.
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Sops.—Hops also do well, and are cultivated successfully

to a limited extent. The exports for 1902 are valued at

about £38,000. This business could be considerably ex-

tended.

JBeer.—Owing to natural conditions, better beer can be

brewed in Tasmania than in other parts of the Common-

wealth of Austi'alia.

Weaving.—Small beginnings have been successfully made

in the w^eaving of blankets, flannel, and tweed, and in the

making of biscuits. Under the new Customs regulations all

these industries are likely to grow.

Steam Communication.— One of the results of the growth

of the above industries has been an increase in the tonnage

of steamers calling at the ports of Tasmania, not only from

the other colonies, but from Europe. The tonnage for 1903

(the present year), entering the port of Hobart alone, is

estimated to reach about six hundred thousand tons net, or a

million tons gross. This port is a fine open sheet of water,

completely landlocked. The wharves, situated 12 miles

from the sea, can berth the largest ocean-going steamers,

and during the past season single vessels have been loaded

with up to twenty thousand tons of cargo, and have left the

wharf without trouble, drawing thirty-one feet of water.

At present the steamers from London, via the Cape, to New

Zealand make Hobart a port of call ; also arrangements are

being made for a new line from New Zealand to the Cape
;

and, besides this, the P. and O., Orient, Pacific, White Star,

Holt's Blue Funnel, and intercolonial steamers of several

companies call at various ports in the island. The new line

of steamers about to be started from New Zealand to the

Cape, making Hobart a port of call, besides increasing the

facilities of transport, will be likely to lower the cost of

living.
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There are prospects of several other trades, that are at

pi'esent minor industries, growing, in the near future, to a

larg^e volume.

Butter, Cheese, and Poultry.—The climate and soil of the

island are exceptionally good for the production of butter,

cheese, bacon, eggs, and poultry. Large cool storage works

are being erected both at Hobart and at Launceston, and by

their help there will be every opportunity for developing

a large export trade in these commodities.

Fish.—Not only do the large lakes and rivers abound

with salmon and trout, as well as native fish of several kinds,

but the sea round the coast, and the estuaries, are abundantly

supplied with fish. At present the fishing industry is

without organisation, and is carried on upon a small scale.

Freezing w^orks .and cool storage are only just being

established. Canning, drying, and salting are also in their

infanc}'. Owing to the lack of these conveniences in the

past little could be done w4th large catches, but fish of many

varieties are abundant upon the coast at different times of

the year ; and with the advantage of cool storage, and, with

the development of canning and salting, and the present

facilities of communication, there is every probability that

the fish trade will become a large industry. Now the boats

are small, and the men get a precarious livelihood ; but when

freezing, salting, and canning are established the effect will

be to cause the industry to settle down upon reliable lines,

and there will be no difficulty in preserving catches of any

size, and in distributing them amongst the markets of the

world.

Hides, Skins, and Leather were exported in 1902 to the

value of £76,958.

Rabbits.—A new industry has been profitably established

this year in the export of rabbits to England for food, and
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to the end of August, 1903. 14,061 crates, containing 351,525

rabbits, have been exported, valued at £7323 Is. 9d.

Timber, Tan Bark, Perfumes, &c.

The acacia (known as wattle), a tree which is common all

over the Island, produces a bark rich in tannin, and would

well repay systematic cultivation. The bark is collected in

a somewhat wasteful and primitive way from the natural

growth, but the cultivation of wattle in plantations is

unknown, although it is probable that if systematically

carried out it would be a very profitable industry ; wattle

bark to the value of £40,000 was exported during 1902. A
large extent of the country, especially the eastern half of

the Island, where land is to be had at a reasonable price,

will grow wattle bark to advantage. Flowers of many
kinds for perfume and honey, would do well ; fi'uit also

could be grown to advantage, and would probably ripen

earlier than in the districts already planted, would realise

good prices, and Avould enable the present output to be very

largely exceeded without increasing the difficulty of dispos-

ing of the crop. The East Coast, though settled in the early

days, has been lying dormant for many years, but it can be

recomn#nded to persons wishing to acquire land which

would not involve the very heavy labour of clearing. The

climate of the East Coast is remarkably equable and

salubrious, even for Tasmania ; the rainfall is regular, and

the soil is of good average fertility. The East Coast appears

an ideal place for the production of fruit, honey, and per-

fumes. J^either honey nor perfumes are made as an

industry in Tasmania, although in other countries less

favourably situated, incomes amounting individually to

thousands of pounds are made from these industries.

At the present time large districts in Tasmania are covered

with forests, growing trees of immense size, and there are
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s^reat possibilities in the systematic development, not only of

the timber trade, but also of the allied industries. The

seeds of Tasmanian trees have been planted all over the

world, and it would be safe to say that there is a larger

trade in utilising the timber grow^n from Tasmanian seed in

foreign countries than in utilising the timber of the Island

itself.

There are also great possibilities in the distillation of the

essential oils contained by a large proportion of the leaves

and flowers of the Tasmanian flora. Of these the oil of the

Euc()lyptus (jlohulus is exported, and is known widely for

medicinal purposes, and for the making of varnish. Very

little is done in the small industries, such as brushware,

cooperage, hurdles, baskets, tool handles, w^alking sticks.

The drying and seasoning of timber for the better class of

work by artificial means, the making of potash, pyroligneous

acid, and wood pulps, are all untouched. And neither the

conservation of the forest nor the planting of native or

foreign trees for profit is practised. There are very large

possibilities in turning to account the great forest wealth

that exists in Tasmania, and w^hen it is thought that of the

£26,000,000 that is paid annually in England for imported

timber none is paid to Tasmania, it is evident that full

advantage has not been taken of this great nataral source

of wealth.

In the foregoing especial stress has been laid on the

number of businesses that can be successful!}^ carried on in

Tasmania. In each and all of these businesses large capital

can be profitably invested ; but they have the further

advantage that it is equally possible for men of small means

to make a comfortable income, and special attention has

been called to them, as they may form the sources of wealth

for a large resident population.
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Pastoral and Mineral.

Another industry of Tasmania is the breeding of stud

sheep and the production of wool. Tasmania, from its cool

climate is capable of producing the very finest sheep, and it

is a necessity that the warmer colonies should constantly

replenish their stock from a cool climate like Tasmania, in

order that the staple of the wool may be preserved.

Tasmanian stud sheep are celebrated all over Australia, and

bring in large incomes to those who carefully observe the

conditions that are required for success. Wool was exported

in 1902 to the value of over £263,000.

The last industry to be mentioned is the winning of

metals. Tasmania is so rich in so many kinds of ore that

the Island has been called a casket of precious stones. The

value of mineral exports is about one and three-quarter

millions annually, with every prospect of an increase, both

by improved methods of winning and the discovery of fresh

mines ; as large parts of the country, although known to be

metal-bearing, have never been prospected.

One of the most promising industries foi- future develop-

ment appears to be the production of iron, as there are large

deposits of haematite of great purity along the Nerth Coast

of the Island, with every facility for working There

are also deposits of magnetite, with an admixture of

chromium.

The value of minerals raised to date is as follows :

—

Gold , £4,651,30:^

Silver-lead 2,379.279

Tin 6,612,268

Copper 4,076.396

Coal 617,301

Iron Ore 13,371

Wolfram 2157

Asbestos 251

£18,3.J2.326

and particulai's of some mines are :

—
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Gold.—The " Tasmania," at Beaconsfield, was found in

1877, and has crushed 495,895 tons of quartz, yielding

569^778 ounces of gold. Paid-up capital, £168,200 ; divi-

dends distributed. £772,072.

The "New Golden Gate," at Mathinna, with £7390 of

paid-up capital, has crushed 218,216 tons of quartz, yielding

191,357 ounces of gold, and has distributed in dividends

£326,400.

Silver.—The " Western," at Zeehan, capital paid up

£29,600, has produced 3,702,912 ounces of silver, and 20,321

tons of lead, and has paid in dividends £102,000.

Tin.—The " Mount Bischoff," at Waratah, capital paid up

£29,600, has distributed in dividends, since found in 1871,

£1,885,000.

Co2)per.—The " Mount Lyell," at Queenstown, found in

1886, but not systematically worked till 1893, has produced

46,856 tons of blister copper, and has paid dividends

amounting to £900,637 ; capital, £825,000.

General.

The present is a good time to bring under public notice

the many advantages possessed by Tasmania. The benefits

of intercolonial freetrade are already noticeable. New
businesses are springing up, land is increasing in value, and

people of other colonies are coming to Tasmania. In the

present days of competition it is not sufficient to possess a

good thing, but it is absolutely essential that the advantages

of this possession should be made known. There are so

many parts of the world, less blessed than Tasmania, with

large populations, hardly able to make a living, while in

Tasmania there is room for a very much larger population.

It should be our endeavour to make known the advan-

tages possessed by Tasmania. This subject has been
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mentioned on many occasions, and was especially referred to

at our last meeting*. It is not wise to indiscriminately

invite all sorts of people to come to Tasmania, or to any

other part of the world. It has also to be borne in mmd in

coming to a new country that new experience is necessary.

Experience gained in large communities or other countries

may be of value, but before launching out in a new country

it is absolutely essential to obtain a knowledge of local con-

ditions. In agricultural pursuits, for instance, climate and

soil must be thoroughly understood. The assistance of

Government to new-comers is not essential. There are

plenty of opportunities in Tasmania for the new-comer, who

is determined to make his home here, and to succeed. This

they will do without assistance, either from the Government or

from anyone else. But it appears eminently a thing that

the Government can do through an Agent-General or other

means ; namely, to disseminate reliable information as to the

many advantages that Tasmania possesses—in position,

climate, soil, water power, civilisation, and in growing

industries. Streams of emigrants are going to many

countries from England. Very few of them are coming to

Tasmania. In the other colonies, at the present time,

many people are looking for a new home, undecided where

to go. From the prominence given to South Africa in the

papers many have decided to go there, who might have come

to Tasmania at less risk, less expense, and with good chances

of success had the advantages of Tasmania been more

wndely known.

In closing I venture to express a hope that the discussion

on this paper may lead to a wider knowledge of Tasmania,

and would saggest, as a further means to the same, end, that

it would be very desirable to enrich the technological side

of our museum by exhibits of

—

Models of fruit, vegetables, and roots
;

Exhibits of cereals, grasses, and hops ; and
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Exhibits of biscuits, bricks, blankets, bluey, candles,

flannels, fruit (dried and preserved), canned fish, furs, furni-

ture, pottery, soap, wood carving, and other examples of

Tasmanian manufactures.

His Excellency Sir A. E. Havelock, G.C.S.I., G.C.M.G.,

the President, warmly commended the paper, and sug-

gested that the discussion be commenced that evening, and

continued at a subsequent meeting.

Statistics for the Yean 1902.

Acres.

Area- Total 16,778,000

alien ated 4,955,550

in crop 276,'239

in artificial Kvasses 319,090

Souls.

Population 177,077

£
Revenue 896,593

Public Debt 9,228,863

External Trade 5,687,253

Imports 2,442,745

Exports 3,244,508

Pastoral products 1,273,418

Mineral „ 1,660,000

Agricultural „ 1,751,654

Manufactured
,
J 1,120,000

Assessed Annual Value of property 1,023,204

Private Wealth, Real Estate and Per-

sonalty 49,000,000


