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The period with which this paper deals is that prior

to the establishment of responsible Government in Tas-
mania, and thus includes the early part of Sir William
Denison's Administration, as well as the Administration
of those Governors who immediately preceded him.

Before proceeding to consider the actual formation
of these Institutions, we will first discuss the objects the

founders were aiming at. It is fii'st necessary to con-

sider the educational state of the Colony at the time
of their labours, and also prior attempts to found similar

institutions. The Colony of Van Diemen's Land, as it

then was, had a large convict population, which was year-

ly increased by the transportation of convicts from Eng-
land. From January 1st, 1831, to March 31st, 1847. no
fewer than 43,353 convicts of both sexes arrived in Van
Diemens Land, and at the close of that year the total

population numbered but 70,000, so that, making every

allowance for deaths and other casualties, a large pro-

portion of the inhabitants were either convicts or their

offspring, and were stated to be as many as 30.000 (West, p.

306). To raise the social status of this community, the

Government—and the different Churches—had systems of

primaiy schools which, though adniittedlv inefficient, were
doing useful work. A study of the proposed reforms

of these schools in the early forties of last centurv is most
interesting, and in some respects the views of the Gov
emor, e.g., in the founding of a Training College for

teachers, have only recently been carried into effect. A
discussion of the early history of primar\' schools is noi,

however, within the scope of this paper.

Secondary education received no Government nelp at

all, there were no public grammar schools, but a few
private schools were conducted by various gentlemen, some
of which, considering the educational facilities available

to them, reached a satisfactory standard, whilst others

certainly could not lay claim to even this distinction.

These schools, however, suffered from a fatal defect from
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the iDoint of view of the community; they were each
and all dependent entirely on the ability of the gentle-
man conducting them, and lacked stability in the event
of his ill-health or death. For still higher education no
provision whatever was available, and colonial students
were forced to tx-avel to the Old Country for this pur-
pose. In addition to the expense thus involved, it must
be remembered that a voyage to and from Europe in
those days occupied a considerable portion of a year,
and these two disadvantages combined to close this avenue
to all but the rich. Those with moderate incomes wer<i
forced to see their sons growing up with educational aa-
vantages much inferior to their own, and this at a time
when the value of education to the community as a whole
was beginning to be fully recognised.

EARLY ATTEMPTS.

In 1826 an attempt was made in the Northern part
of the State to form a Collegiate Institution for the educa-
tion of youth and the advancement of science. It was
proposed to erect buildings, to govern the College by a
Director of Patrons, and to establish a. Public Library
and Lecture-room.

For these purposes a fund was contributed, and 24
persons subscribed £50 each on the spot, and a com-
mencement was made at Norfolk Plains; but the project
failed, and sank into a Private Acadeni}'.

In 1828 the Government determined to esta,blish a
School at New Norfolk, called "The King's Grammai-
School." The Members of the Grovernment were tne
Board of Guardians ; the Master was in Holy Orders
This effort was also frustrated. (West's "History of Tas-
mania," Vol. 1, page 124).

In 1833 the project was revived by Governor Arthur.
He seems to have desired to commence a Collegiate In-
stitution, and in March of this year took advantage of
the fact that the Venerable Archdeacon Broughton, after-

wards the first Bishop of Australia, was then visiting the
Colony, to confer with him as to the establishment of

such an Institution.

Considerable interest appears to have been taken
ill this project, and the inhabitants of Hobart Town pre-
sented a Memorial to His Excellency on the subject, whilst
in consecutive i'lsues of the "Courier," then the leading
newspaper, the leading article dealt exclusively with this

subject.

In his address to the Legislative Council on August
28th, 1833, the Lieutenant-Governor remarked:—"It is
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"pleasing also that contenqxfraiieously with this increase

'of wealth there has been manifested a growing desire

"for the blessings of education and religious instruction.
"... The almost universal ajopeal which has been made
"to the Goveniment by the most respected and influen-

"tial part of the community for the foundation of a col-

"lege, with a pledge of the most liberal assistance, afford

"satisfactory evidence of the sincerity with which the sen-

"timent is avowed." (The "Hobart Town Gazette, ' 30th
August, 1833, p. 446.)

In a minute bv the Lieutenant-Governor to the Legis-

lative Council on 3rd (October, 1833, he remarks:—"Tlie

"community generally have pressed so strongly the neces-

"sity of erecting and undertaking a college for the educa-

"tion of the native youth, and the prayer of their Petition

"has appeai'ed to me to be so reasonable that I have
"thought it expedient to propose that the sum of £2,500
"should be voted for the purpose, namely, £L'250 for

"1833, and £1,250 for 1834, on condition that the appli-

"cants should subscribe and expend an equal sum in the

"undertaking. . . . As respects the Grant in Aid of the
"College, it is proper I should also stiite that it is my in-

"tenticn to advance to the applicants the sums—which
"may be voted in accordance with tlieir wishes, subject to

"the approval of the Right Honourable the Secretaiy of

"State, and to take security for their repavment of the

"money .'•hould the appropriation be disallowed." ('Ho-
bart Town Gazette," 11th October, 1833, page 564.)

Tlie idea of Arclideacou Broughton appeal's to have
been that a Grammar School was first necessary before

the higher work of a College could be entered upon. He
tliereforo proposed to open in Hobart Town, in Tasmania,
a School, to be called "The King's School,' that school

l)uildings, with a chapel attached, should be erected, and
that the Headmaster of the proposed Institution .should

b^ a Clergyman of the Church of England, that the
Mastere and Scholars should attend Divine Service in the

Established Church every Sunday morning and afternooii

and on the great festivals, reservation being made that,

the parents or guardians of any scholar might obtain for

him exemption from this regulation by certifying at the
time of his admission to the School their desire that he

should attend at some other place of worship (Archdeacon
Broughton's Plan of a Public School).

However, difficulties appear to have arisen, and Gov-
ernor Arthur's project was held in suspense, pending a
reply to his despatch on the subject. This reply was re-

ceived early in January, 1836, and was of a favourable
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nature. Governor Arthur offered the first Headmastership
to the Rev. GT. H. Rusden, who, however, declined it.

Sectaria-n difficulties also made their appearance, and no-
thing came of the project, and in the Governor's Minute
to the Legislative Council on August 5th of this year, he
remarks:

—"The period of the opening of the PubJic
"School, provided for so liberally by this Council, as I

"may here observe, was delayed, tO' my great disappoint-

"ment." In the same Minute he deals favourably with
the principle of giving support: to schools connected with
particular Churches, and adds:—"I have also included
"the vote of £400 in aid of a Grammar School in conneic-

"tion with the Established Church of England, an J.n-

"stitution which has, with eveiy promise of success, corn-

"menced its operation* under the auspices and through
"the liberality of the Society for promoting Christian

"knowledge. The Right Reverend the Bishop of Aus-
"tralia has taken a special interest in the School, and I

"cannot doubt that you will grant towards it liberal aia.
'

("Hobart Town Gazette," 12th August, 1836, page 77 6.)

This latter school, however, does not appear to have mat-
ured, as the Appropriation Act for 1837 does not show the
item

.

In 1836 Governor Arthur retired, and in 1837 Sir

John Franklin arrived to take up the position of (iot-

ernor.

SIR JOHN FRANKLINS SCHEME.

In a pamphlet entitled "NaiTative of Some Pages in

"the History of Van Diemens Land during the last Three
"Years of Sir John Franklin's Administration of its Gov-
"ernment," printed in 1845, and circulated privately by
the Reverend J. P. Gell shortly after Sir John Franklin
left on his last voyage to the Arctic Regions, Sir John
Franklin gives an account of a College which he attempt-

ed to found, and, after referring to the previous attempt,

outlined above, states:
—

"In order to avoid at the outset

"any conflicting views, I deemed it advisable not to ex-

"plain mine till I had taken the first step towardsi their

"accomplishment. ... I preferred communicating at once

"with my friend, the late Dr. Arnold, of Rugby, of whom
"also I requested the great favour of selecting a person

"for the important charge contemj^lated, and of recom-

"mending such person to the Secretary of State for nom-
"ination."'

It will be seen that Sir John Franklin desired to be

guided by Dr. Arnolds advice on the matter, and it will

appea^r further on, that Arnold's influence really siiaped

the scheme which was afterwards formulated.
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On the 26th Juue, 1838, Sir John Franklin sent a
Despatch (No. 61) to the Secretary of State respecting

the establishment of a Public School in Van Diemen's
Land, and enclosed an open letter to Dr. Arnold, yjii

the 2nd September, 1839, he laid before the Legislative

Council the reply of the Secretary of State (Marquis of

Nonnanby), dated loth March, 1S39, authorising him to

proceed forthwith with the erection of a school and school-

master's hou'-.e, and a recommendation that £500 should be
secured to the Master with a house capable of containing
from 12 to 20 boarders, and stating that Sir John Frank-
lins letter to Dr. Arnold had been forwarded to him, with
an intimation that it would not appear to be necessary,

nor i>erhaps advisable, that the person to be selected

.should be a clergyman ; but that any candidate for tli-*

appointment must, of course, be highly qualified to impart
religious instruction to his scholars. ("Gazette," 184U,

Page 1075)

Sir John Franklin in his Minute remarks:—"The
"hading object, however, now in contemplation is to

"found a superior School on such a system that it may
"at a future period become a College, and be a means
"of affording a liberal education to the sons of Colonists

"ajid of preparing them lor entering upon the studv of

"the Learned Professions." ("Gazette," 1840, Page 1054.)

Tlie Secretary of State sent a Despatch dated 14th
August, 1839, tnclosing correspondence which took placv^

relative to th? appointment of the Principal or Head-
master, and from which it appears that the Secretary
of State subsequently subscribed entirely to Dr. Arnolds
views as to the importance of the Headmaster being an
Ordained Minister of the Church of England, "because —
and he quotes Dr. Arnold's words—"manv persons besl

"htt«d to carry on the work of education would be act-

"ually unwilling to engage in it, unless they were allow-

"ed to unite the clerical characti-r with that of the teach-

"er, as a means of fixing their position in society. . . .

"But a far higher consideration is. that he who is to edu-

"cabe boys, if he is fully sensible of the importance of his

"business, must be unwilling to lose such great opportu
"nities as the clerical character gives him to address them
"continually from the pulpit, etc."; and he adds: "I am
"quite sure that the spirit of proselytism, which some
"persons- appear so greatly to dread, would no more exisr

"in a good and sensible clergvMnan than in a good and
"sen.sible layman. Your master must be a member of

"some Church or other, if he is not a Minister of it : if

''he is a sincere member of it, and fitted to give religious
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"instruction at all, he must be anxious to inculcate its

"tenets; but if he be a man of judgment and honesty, and
"of a truly Catholic spirit, he will feel it a still more
"sacred duty not to abuse the confidence of those parents
"of different persuasions who may have entrusted their

"children to his care; and he wall think, besides, that
"the true spirit of a Christian teacher is not exactly the
"spirit of proselytism."

Franklin, in a Minute explaining this Despatch and
the new scheme adds :

—"In accordance w'ith these views, I

"have now the satisfaction of stating that the Secretary of

"State appointed to the office of Headmaster, or Principal,

"Mr. John Philip Gell, Master of Arts, of Trinity College,

"Cambridge. . . . Mr. Gell received express permission, as

"you may have infen'ed from the corresjoondence I have
"quoted, to enter into Holy Orders whenever he might
"think fit. ... It was further agreed that he sihould

"be engaged in the formation of the fundamental regnla-

"tions which were to be submitted tO' the Legislative

"Council; that he should be subject to the immediate con-

"trol of the Executive Government, and specially ex-

"empted from any Local Board, whether lay or clerical.
'

(Gazette, 1840, page 778.)

Mr. Gell arrived, by the Runnymede on the 2nd April.

1840 ("Courier," 3/4/1840), and immediately set about to

establish a school. The Government called for tenders,

and eventually rented Mr. Justice Stephens house in

Macquarie-street, now occupied b}' the Sisters of the

Church as a School, at a rental of £300 per annum
("Colonial Times," June 9th, 1840), ("Courier," 5;6/1840).

The School v/as opene-d, Gell be :g Principal, and the

Rev. H. P. Fry being Classical Master. See Regulations

of Queen"s School ("Gazette," 12th June, 1840, reprinted

and commented on, "Colonial Times," June 23rd, 1840).

Sir John continues in his Minute above cjuoted :

—
"Since the arrival of Mr. (iell, and after asceilaining

'the great importance he attached to the Institution about

'tx) be established—being not merely a School, but a Col-

'lege (by which I mean a body possessing and admini.5ter-

'ing its own property, under Officers and Visitors ap-

pointed according to the rules of the foundation)—

I

'addressed a letter to the Seci-etary of State, requesting

'that he would be pleased legally to constitute it by a

'Royal Charter of Incorporation. By this means alonr

'can it obtain a legal existence, and legal possession of

'property, wdiether in land, buildings, or, money. By
'no means that I am aware of can its stability and inde-

'pendence be secured, amidst the revolution of eyeait*.
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"the changes of councillors, the alternations of public
"opinion. A link between the people and the govern-

"ment, it will obtain the confidence and affections of the
"former, and become an object of private as well as public
"benefactions; for I expect that, though the Colonists of

"this Island may not be inclined to endow an Institution

"dependent solely on the will of the Government of the
"day, they may be willing and proud to endow one which
"can preserve their gifts for ever on their own terms. As
"a collegiate Institution it will have also this additional

"advantage, that it will attract what no mere amount of

"salary can do, the services of men competent to bestow
"on it a high character for sound learning and good
"morals, and will engage them to diligent exertions for

"its honour and improvement.

"It is desirable that the fundamental regulations to

"emanate from the Crown as Founder *:hould be altogether

"distinct from such other regulations as must be affecte<l

"by local or temporaiy circumstances, and which may
"properly be left in the hands of those who are imme-
"diately concerned in the business, either as officers or

"benefactors of the Institution."

In his Despatch No. 139, in 1840, Sir John Franklin
suggested that the assistance '.f Dr. Arnold and Dr. Pea-
cock, Dean of Ely, should be requested for the promoting
of the Charter (Narrative, page 76).

Sir John continues:—"In soliciting from the Crown
"a Charter which shall contain the fundamental regiila-

"tions, I have not presumed n.inutely to prescribe wiiat

"those rcgulation.s should be, confident that, from the

"quarter whence thev will originate, the most enlightene.!

"wisdom, ability, and experience will be employed in

"their construction, and in recjuesting that there should
"be no religious tests, no interference with the consciences

"of either Teacher or Students, and no notice taken of

"the distinctions which exLst between different classes of

"Christians, I have done that which, marking as it may
"my great solicitude to uphold the spirit of Christian

"liberality, which I desire should characterise the Institu-

"tion, was yet almost uncalled for with respect to the
"personage to whom my i-equest was addressed, or th ^

"authorities to whom I solicited his reference. By coni-

"mencing thus early the foundation of a College, I do not

"precipitate matters, but merely initiate the Institution

"on a right basis. The College will grow with the growth
"of the Colony—slowly, perhaps, but surely—expanding
"with its wants, and not overtaxing its resources.

"It may be considered time enough in a more ad-
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"vanced state of things to claim the privileges of an
"University—degrees and professorships. There will be
"no difficulty, I apprehend, in obtaining these when
"they are really wanted; my aim has been chiefly to

"establish a Collegiate School of the highest class for the

"promotion of sound learning and religion. It is

"destined for youth who, having received such a preliminary
"education as will enable them to pass a certain examina-
"tion (which will be the only condition of admission), de-

"sire to pursue their studies lo that age, and tO' that ex-

"tent, which boys educated at the first public schools in

"England generally attain before they enter into activi

"life, or commence a professional or academical course of

"study."

"I am authorised to proceed with the erection of the

"necessary buildings for the College, on such plans as may
"obtain your sanction. And here I may state that I con-

"sider it essential to* the very nature and objects of th3

"Institution that the site should not be in Hobart Town

—

"tiiough at the same time I think that it should not be
"many miles distant. The College is not meant to super-

"sede the Schools npw existing in this Town and Colony,

"but to encourage and raise them up to a. higher level.

"Neither is it intended to be a seminary of mere intel-

"lectual instruction—a place where a certain quantity ol

"positive information is to be gained, and nothing far-

"ther ; but it is meant to educate the whole man, to de-

"velop and strengthen his faculties, to teach him now
"to wield the powers of his own mind, to form his tastes,

"to refine his manners, and to instil into him the true

"principles, feelings, and habits of the Christian and tlie

"gentleman.

"Until the Collegiate buildings are completed, and
"boys are brought to a sufiicient state of proficiency to enter

"the College with advantage, I have directed the Principal

"to undertake, with the assistance of the Rev. Henry
"Fry, of Trinity College, Dublin, the superintendence of

"a Public School in this Town ; for which purpose a house

"capable of affording the necessary accommodation for a

"School, and of containing from 12 to 20 boarders, has been
"engaged.

"I propose, under the Charter applied for, that the

"Collegiate System conducted by Mr. Gell and the Fellows

"who may b© appointed to assist him in the business of

"education, shall commence as soon as the College build-

"ings are completed ; and, in order to facilitate the progi-ess

"of this measure, I have not thought it necessary to appro-

"priate to the purposes of the preliminary Institution
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"more than the house and the salary which has been guar-
"anteed to the Principal. The existence of the College
'will (even when the public funds are withdrawn from the
"present establishment in Macquarie-street) ensure the
"continuance of ^ Superior School in Hobart Towti, the
'interests of which will be to make itself a nursery or
"training school for the College, affording a competent
"education for ^ich boys as may be called away at an
'early age to active occupations. L shall leave it entirely

"to your discretion whether or not to adopt the sugges-

'tion of Mr. Gell, as mentioned in his Report, to connect
"any school of this nature in Hobart Town more imme-
"diately with the College, :n the way which he pro-

"poses. A School thus connected with the College would
"exist for the special benefit of the Inhabitants of Hobart
"Town : the whole Colony has an equal and common pro-

'perty in the benefits and privileges of the College."

With this Minute Sir John Franklin laid on the
Table a Report from Mr. J. P. Gell, in which he laid

down the details of the proposed College. It should con-

sist of a Visitor, the Lieutenant-Governor for the time
being ; a Principal, appointed bv the Crown and coitc-

s]x>nding directly with the Lieutenant-Governor as Visi-

tor; two or moi'e Fellows, recommended for appointment
by ^ the Principal to the Visitor ; and Ten Scholars,

selected by examination from the general body of Students.

The Principal, with the advice of his Fellows, should

enact and amend regulations with respect to the constitu-

tion, studies, and internal management of the College,

subject, to the approval of the Lieutenant-Govcnior as

Visitor, provided always that nothing be done in violation

of the fundamental regulations of the Charter.

The property of the College—the buildings, gardens,

books, and instruments—should be vested in the Visitor,

Principal, and Fellows.

Gell adds
—"The Principal should superintend the

'discipline and studies, and regulate the examinations of

"tho College. He should make an annual report to the

"Visitor of its property and proceedings. He should

"give insti-uction in the Scriptures to all the Students

"and (as the object is that any one who may be at the head
'of tliis Institution should himself be fairly dealt with

'as a sincere member of the Church to which he belongs,

"and should be precluded from dealing unfairly with those

'who are connected with a different communion from his

"own) he should not be required to use the formularies, or

"to conduct his Pupils to the public worship, of any de-

"nomination of Christians to which he does not himself
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"belong; nor should he require attendance on children
"of such jDarenls as may signify their objection to the
"same. . . .

"The children of those- parents who acquiesce in the
"religious opinions of the Principal are to receive religious

"instruction from him; and other Students are to have
"every facilit}^ which can be afforded them of receiving the
"instructions of the Ministers of their peculiar denoanina-
"tions. To give no instruction at all in religion wouid
"perpetuate the ignorance from whith religious misunder-
"standings derive their importance.

"The Institution is meant to keep at the Head of tne

"Scholastic Establishments of the Colony, and to draw
"them up to the standard of English Schools, while grow-
"ing itself ihto a College."

"As we shall hope in vain for an efficient Professional
"Education unless we have a Collegiate course of study to

"prepare for it, so, again, it will be useless to establish a
"College unless the Schools of the Colony give sufficient-

"preparatory instruction. It will be of the first impor-
"tance to see that the preliminary measures are well ar-

"ranged. It would be very desirable that a School in

"Hobart should be permanently connected with the Col-

"lege, by giving to its Head Master the salary and privi-

" leges of a Fellow of the College ; and to the Principal

"of the College the right of inspecting and reporting upon
"the School, and of having its regulations submitt'd to his

"sanction. There is, however, at present no authority to

"proceecl with two institutions at once ; and although the

"ultimate object is a College (and that only would justify

"the present outlay), vet the immediate one is bv necessity

"a school."

On the 2nd and 4th September, 1840, the Legislative

Council unanimously passed thei following resolutions:—
"That it is the opinion of this Council that whenever

"the parents of any of the children of the Queen's School

"and College shall signify to the Principal their desire

"that their children should not attend the religious exer-

"cises, reading of the Scriptures, or spiritual instructions,

"in force in the Institution, the same shall be accorded ;

"and that His Excellency be respectfully reqxxested to cause

"the proposed regulations to be drawn up in accordance

"with this resolution."

"That this Council entirely approves of the Principles

"contained in Mr. Cell's report; and is oF opinion that in-

"struction in the fundamental truths of the Christian faith,

"founded upon the Scriptures, forms an essential part of

"the course of instruction to be given in the proposed Col-
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"lege, whilst instruction in forms of Church Government
"and in rites and ceremonies may bo communicated, at the
"discretion of the Principal and Fellows respectively, to

"the students whose parents or guardians wish them to rek-

"ceive it ; and that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Gover-
"nor be respectfully requested to receive this expression of

"the opinion of the Council."

"That it is the opinion of this Council that a sum not
"exceeding £2,500 be applied from the Colonial Revenue
"to the formation of a fund for establishing Exhibitions
"from the Queens School to tlie Universities of the United
"Kingdom ; such Exhibitions to be regulated bv future ar-

"rangements, to be approved by the Lteutenant-Governor
"and the Executive Council." ("Gazette, " 1840, Pago
936.)

Addresses came in from various districts of the Island

expressing the sentiments of the Colonists upon the grea-

benefits about to be conferred upon them ; their opinion*

upon the religious principles on which it should be based
;

and their desire that the locality should be fixed withiu
their respective District Limits. Tlie latter petitions were
backed up by promises of specified subscriptions to a large

amount in ca.<»e of such Localities being selected ; in fact,

one part cf the Colony was bidding against another which
should have the College within its limits. (Narrative.)

For example, the Campbell Town residents offered a grant

of 50 acres of land and a sum of £1,500 towards the es-

tal)lii;hment, provided that the College was built in its dis-

trict. (Address presented to the Legislative Council 1st

September, 1S40. "Gazette," pages 879, 938.)

Eventually, New Norfolk was fixed upon as the site,

the Governor granting 10 acres, the maximum amount he
had it in his power to appropriate to any public pui-pose

without the previous consent of the Secretary of State
part of the Government Farm in that Locality, for this

purpose. (This farm iq now known a.s Turrif Lodge.)

Franklin writes:— "The fii-st stone of the College was
"laid on the Gth November, 1840, in the presence of tho

"Executive and Legislative Councils, and the heads of

"various Department?, of the Clei^y, and of my friends

"Captains Ross and Crozier, and the officers of the 'Erebus'

"and 'Terror,' then about to sail from our shores to the

"Antarctic Ocean. The College was dedicated to Christ

"Himself, the great Comer Stone of a building which was
"intende<:1 i<o train up Cliristiaii Youth in the faith, as well

"ac in the learning of Christian Gentlemen, and the

"Prayer of the late Excellent and Revered Archdeacon
"Hutchins invoked a blessinjr on our work.' ^Narrative.)

The actual building of Christ's College at New Norfolk
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was never proceeded with. Queen's College, however,
continued in active operation, and in 1843 J. R. Buckla-nd
joined GrII as his assistant at this School.

The Governor continued his efforts to obtain an en-
dowment for the College, and to give it the stability of a
chartered Institution, and for the second time forwarded
a Memorial by Gell, with his recommendation, for this
purpose. (Despatch, 1st October, 1842, No. 96.) (See
also Despatch No. 172, 9th December, 1841.) - Lord Stan-
ley renlied by Despatch dated 27th July, 1843, No. 130,
which held out the promise of the desired boon on certain

conditions. Franklin deferred the consideration of this

till the arrival first of the new Colonial Secretary, and then
of the Bishop of Tasmania. The suHj'^ct was under ais-

cussion in the Executive Council, of which the Bishop was
a Member, and on the 17th August. 1843, it was decided
that at the following meeting the opinions of the memDei"s
should be finally expressed upon the propositions of the
Secretary of State. On the evening of that day Sir

Eardley Wilmot landed to take up the reins of Government,
consequently a decision on this question was postponed.
(Narrative.) Sir Eardley Wilmot saw good to defer the
whole matter of Lord Stanlev's susgestiono for 10 vears

(Letter, Sir E. Wilmot to J. P. Geli; 7th October, 1843),

and he resumed Jhe site at New Norfolk granted by Sir

John Franklin for that purpose
As Sir John Franklin desired to be guided by Dr.

Arnold's advice in the foundation of this College, Arnold's
views as to the scheme of National Universitv education

are an important item in cn'^idering the objects of the

founders of the Government Institution. His views as

to the connexion of Religion with education were not in

accord either with the leaders of his own Church or with

those who were opposed to the domination of the Church
of England. In a letter to W. Emson about the teaching

in the University of London he writes:
—"On the whole

"I am quite clear as to my original position, namely, that

"if vou once get off from the purely natural ground of

"phvsical science, philosophy, and pure logic—the moment,
"in short, on which you enter upon any moral subject

—

"whether moral philosophy or history—you must either

"be Christian or Anti-Christian, for you touch upon the

"ground of Christianity, and you must either take it as

"your standard of moral judgment, or you must renounce

"it, and either follow another standard or have no stand-

"ard at all. In other words again, the moment you touch

"on what alone is education—the forming of moral prin-

"eiples and habits of men—neutrality is impossible."

(Letter CLXX., Stanley's "Life of Arnold.")
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Again, he wi-ites :

—"The plan of National Education
"without Christianity I utterly abhor. But I am well nigh
"driven beside myself when I think that to this nionstros-

"ity we are likely to come, because the zealots of diflFerent

"sects (including in this t«nn the Establishment) will havw
"no Cliristianity without sectarianism."

"The Established Church is only the Religion of a
"part of the Nation, and there is the whole difficulty.

'

(Stanley s "Life of Arnold," vol. 2, pages 14 and 16.)

He held as to the London University that the Uni-
versity should "include Christians of eveiy Denomination
"without the slightest distinction." (Page 81.) He would
have had the Senate of different Denominations of Christ-

ians. (Page 89.) He eventually resigned because th-.;

Senate decided that Christianity wa^ "no essential part of

"one system, but only a branch of knowlcdgo which any
"man might pursue if he liked." (Page 132, Letter CXCl.,
Stanley's "Life of Arnold.')

Arnold, on 2oth January, 1841, writes:
—

"I am ap-

"pointed, with Dr. Peacock, the Dean of Ely, to draw up
"a Charter for tlie proposed college in Van Diemeu's
"Land, which will again force upon me the question ol

"religious instruction without exclusion, one of the hardest
"of all problems. In all British colonies it is manifest
"that the Scotch Cliurch has equal rights with the English
"—equal rights, even legally— and, I think, considering

"Ireland, that the Roman Cafholic Church has
"equal rights morally. Yet to instruct independently ot

"any Church is utterly monstrous, and to teach for all

"three Churches together is, I think, impossible. I can
"only conceive the plan of three distinct branches of one
"college, each sovereign in many respects, but in others

"forming a common government"—("Arnold's Life," vol.

2. p. 257).

In writing to Franklin, March 16, 1841, Arnold
says, in reference apparently to Cell's desire to identify

the college with the Church of England only :
—

"My whole feelings go along with Gell's wishes, but
"I do not think they ought to be indulged. It is a great

"happiness to live in a country where there is only one

"church to be considered, either in law or in equity. Then
"all institutions can take a simple and definite character,

"the schools and the Cliurch can be identified, and the

"teaching in the schoolroom and in the church may breathe

"the same spirit. . . . But, if I were in Gell's place,

"as in manv other respects I could not expect all the

"advantages of England, so neither could I in this identi-

"fication of my school with my Church. In a British

"Colony there are other elements than those purely Eng-
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"lish, they are involved, I think, in the very word 'Brit-

"ish,' which is used in speaking of our colonies. Here, in

"England, we Englishmen are sole masters; in our colonies
"we are only joint masters; and I cannot, without direct

"injustice, make the half right as extensive as the whole
"right. But, whilst I acknowledge the equal rights of

"the Church of Scotland, I acknowledge no right in any
"third system—for a Church it cannot be called—to be
"dominant over both the Church of Scotland and us. . . .

"Now, I confess that what I should like best of all would
"be to see two colleges founded, one an English college,

"the other a Scotch college, each giving its own degrees in

"divinity, but those degrees following the degrees in arts

"which should be given by both as a university. . . . This,

"I think, would be my beau ideal for Van Diemen s

"Land. . . . The decisive objection to this, I suppose,

"would be the expense. You can only have one college,

"and, I suppose, may be thankful even for that. What is

"next best, then, as it appeal's to me, is still to provide
"for the equal, but, at the same time, free and sovereign

"and fully developed action of both Churches within me
"same college, by the appointment of two clergymen, the
"one of the English, the other of the Scotch Church, as

"necessary members of the college, always with the title

"of Dean. . . . Iti might be possible to put the office of

"Principal altogether in commission, and vest it in a

"board, of which the two Deans should be ex officio mem-
"bers, and three other persons, or one, as it might be
"thought fit."

"I believe that I see clearly, and hold fast the prin-

"ciples on which your college should be founded ; but dif-

"ferent ways of working these principles out may suggest

"themselves at different times, and none of them, per-

"haps, will suit your circumstances ; for it is in the appli-

"cation of general principles to any given place or condi-

"tion of things that practical knowledge of that particular

"state of things is needful, which I cannot have in the

"present case. Still, the conclusions of our local observa-

"tion must not drive ns to overset general principles, or to

"neglect them, for that is no less an error."

Arnold, however, found his noble but Utopian dream
of religious instruction without sectarianism, and of an
ideal college in which each denomination might teach in

absolute harmony with the rest, a very difficult one to

reduce into a feasible scheme. It is curious to observe

how, bit by bit, he almost unconsciously gave up hi.?

cherished ideal as practically impossible. His pupil, Gell,

who had to face the practical difficulties on the spot, had
plainly come to the oonclusioii that the College must b©
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Churcli of England exclusively, for, on April 4, 1842, we
find Arnold again writing to Franklin:—"Your letter of

"18th August quite coincides with my wishes, and satisfied

"me also that I may, without injustice, act according to

"them. . . . And I am happv to say that seems quite
"disposed to agree with your views of the subject, and to

"make it a standing nile of the College, that the Principal

"of it shall always be a member of the Church of England
"if not a clergvman. Mv own belief is, that our Colleges

"of Oxford and Cambridge are, with all their faults, the

"best institutions of the kind in the world—at least, fo'.*

"Englishmen ; and, therefore, I should wish to copy them
"exactlv, if it were possible, for Van Diemen's Land. i

"onlv doubted whether it were just to Scotland to give a

"predominantlv English chai'acter to the institutions of i

"British Colony ; but your argiiment from the establish-

"ment of the English law is, I. think, a good one, and
"mixed institutions are, to my mind, so undesirable, that

"I would rather have the College Scotch altogether, so

"far as mv own taste is concerned, than that it should re-

"present no church at all. I have always wished, and I

"wish it still, that the basis of our own, as of other

"Churches should be made wider than they are; but the

"enlargement, to my mind, should be there, and not in

"the Schools ; for it seems a solecism to me that a place of

"education for the members of a Church should not teach

"according to that Church, without suppressions of any sort

"for the sake of accommodating othei"s. As to the other

"point.—of there being always an English and Scotch

"clergvman amongst the Fellows of the College— , took

"vour view of the case, and I yielded to him. I

"grieve over the difficulty about the name of the College

;

"it seem.« to me not a little matter. . . . But your leaving

"the question to the Government seems to me the wisest

"wav of settling it. ' ("Life," p. 26L')

The inference in Arnolds letter that from the estab-

lishment of English Law in the Colony the Established

Church of England was carried to the Colonv was, soon

after he wrote this letter, held by the Colonial Office to

be erroneous, but the difficulties that Arnold met, and
the rivaln' of the various Cliurches, eventually preventei

Franklin "s ideas being carried out.

In the Estimates from 1841 to 1844 the sum of £1,000
appears for the Queen's School, but no sum is reserv^ed in

1845.

This, then, was the end of Sir John Franklin's at-

tempt to provide for higher education in the Colony under
the Stat€.

The salient points of the scheme may be summed up



36 PUBLIC INSTITDTIONS FOR SECONDARY EDUCATION,

as follows:—(1) Tlie College "was for tlie encouragement
of learning and piesty, and to be> incorporated by Royal
Charter. (2) The Visitor was to be the Lieutenant-Govei--
nor ; the Principal to be appointed by the Crown, the Fel-
lowsi to be appointed by the Governor as Visitor on the re-

commendation of the Principal. (3) The Principal and Fel-

lows were to make regulations subject to the approval oi

the Visitor. (4) The property was to be vested in a
corporate Body, consisting of the Visitor, the Principal, and
Fellows. (5) The College was to be attached tO' no
particular Religious Denomination, but provision was to

be made as to the method of religious instruction to' be
adopted. (6) The site of the Institution wais to be in

the Country, but a Grammar School, under the direct con-

trol of the College, and leading up to its work, was to be
established in Hobart, on the present site of the
Hutchins School.

Other details of the scheme include the duties of the
Princinal and the Fellows, .and relate to the course of

study and the financial arrangements of the Institution.

The details of study, as quoted in Cell's Report, show
that at first the College was not expected to attain a very-

high standard akin to that of a University, but was in it«

early stages to teach to approximately the standard of the

upper classes at an English Public School.

OTHER EFFORTS BEFORE 1846.

(/) The Orir/in of tlte High School.

An attempt was made in Hobart to establish a Gram-
mar School, in which no specific religious instruction should
form part of the course of education. A memorial wasi pre-

sented to Sir Eardley AA^ilmot, advocating the establishment

of a School on English Proprietary School lines. In addition

to holding out hope of pecuniary assistance from the State

to a School soi founded, Sir Eardley WOmot promised the

movers to allot either the whole or a portion of the old

Government Gardens (where the Hutchins School now
stands) for this purpose, provided sufiicient subscriptions

were made, but this offer was not taken advantage of.

This land had been long intended as the site for a School,

and Sir John Franklin had informed Mr. Gell it was his

intention to erect the Queen's School on it. (Gell's Let-

ter, 4/9/1847).

(?'?") Suhscriptions for the Lauiiresfon Church Grammar
School

.

At a meeting held on the 14th May, 1838, at whicli

thb Lord Bishop of Australia, Wm. Grant Broughton, the
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Venerable Archdeacon Hutchins and a, numerous bodv of

the inhabitants of Launcestoii were present, it was moved
by Dr. Seccombe, and seconded by Mr. ^Vnl. Henty, tnat

Messi'a. John T. Hill, James Henty, W. G. Sams, W. E.

Lawrence, L. W. Gelles, G. S. Davies, P. A. Mulgrave,
Henry D'Arch, Dr. Browne, and Henry Priaulx, be ap-

pointed a Committee to carry into effect the establishment

of a School in Launceston upon the Principles of the

Church of England, and under the superintendence of

a Minister of that Church.
Subscriptions were received in aid of the School, and

an application was made for pennission to occupy a

piece of land fronting upon Church and Elizabeth streets,

Launceston, for the purpose of erecting a School, which
was granted, and eventually this land was granted by the

Crown in 1861 for this purjjose.

The sum of over £500 was collected, and. not being
deemed sufficient to commence the School at once, was let

out at interest.

Subsequently, a subscription was raised in Launces-

ton in memory of Archdeacon Hutchins amounting to

£126 7s. Od., and this was handed by the Subscribers to

the Grammar School Committee on condition free tuition

was granted to one scholar as the Hutchins scholar.

(///) Siihscrij>fiot)!i for the Hiifrfiin'! School

A meeting of the friends of the late Archdeacon
Hutchins took place immediately after his funeral on
Tuesday, 8th .Tune, 18-11, for the pui-pose of deciding upon
the most suitable tribute to the memory of the deceased,

and of carrying into efifect an object in which so general and
anxious an interest was manifested.

The meeting having a.sscmbled in the Gi'ammar
School, Harrington-street, Sir John Pedder was called to

the chair, and it was ultimatelv det-emiined that the erec-

tion of a School, to be '

called -ARCHDEACON
"HUTCHINS SCHOOL," and to be placed under the sole

management of the Ecclesiastical Head of the Church of

England for the time being in this Island, was the most
appropriate tribute which could be rendered to the

memory of the deceased.

A Committee was formed, and subscriptions collected

ill furtherance of this object, and in 1843 the Subscribers

handed over this money to the newly-aiTived Bishop to

carry out this scheme. Tenders were called for a site for

this School ("Courier,"' 22nd September, 1843), and a site

in Collins-street was purchased for that purpose. It was
proposed to erect a Hall to be iised for the purposes of

D
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conducting a School, and to be also available for other
Church meetings.

This, then, was the position when the Government
proposals for higher education in the Country were
publicly abandoned. This occurred even before Sir John
Franklin had left the Colony, as the following extract
from his Narrative, p. 78, shows:—"I may be excused,
perhaps, for adding, that Lady Franklin's intention of

contributing to the endowment of the College gave her
a personal concern in its success. This intention was
scarcely known to any but her own family ; but the last

act of Lady Franklin in Van Diemen's Land was> to' make
over 400 acres of land which she had purchased, in the
neighbourhood of Hobart Town, with a small museum
erected on it, into the hands of trustees for the benefit

of a future College. The endowment was not made to

the favovirite foundation at New Norfolk, for over this

the shadows of annihilation had already fallen, but to

any Collegiate institution whatever which might be found-

ed in Van Diemens Land with the approbation

of the Bishop of the diocese for twenty years to come

;

and, in default of any such foundation at the end of that

period, to the improvement of the existing schools of the

colony at the discretion of the Bishop."

The deeds of this property, as well as the property

itself, are now in the control of the Trustees of Christ'

a

College, and are in the terms quoted by Sir John Frank-

lin. In 1847 it was arranged that this bequest was to be

iitilised in favour of the Hutchins School to found a

Museum and Library on the premises, but this portion

of the scheme fell through, and the contents of the

Museum were eventually transferred to the T'asmanian

Museum.
Mr. Cell was ordained a Minister of the Church of

England, and in 1844 was appointed to the charge of St

John's Parish, Hobart. His colleague in the Queen's

School, J. R. Buckland, was also ordained in 1845, and

temporarily took charge of the Parish of Richmond, during

the absence of the Rector.

SECOND SCHEME.

Christ's CoUef/e, the Hntrliins School, and the Lanncesfon

Church Grammar School.

The first scheme for the establishment of Christ'?

College, with its annexed Grammar School, the Queen's

School, incorporated with it, after the model of King's

College, Cambridge, with Eton, or New College, Oxford,

with Winchester, may be considered by this time to have
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been definitely abandoned. The Rev. J. P. Gell was
about to return to England, when Archdeacon !JiIarriott,

who had been keenly interested in Franklin's scheme, per-

suaded him to remain in the Colony until an attempt
had been tried by the Church to establish a College. Arch-
deacon Marriott left for England towards the close of 1844,

and on his arrival secured the co-operation of a strong
committee of leading churchmen, including Sir John
Franklin, who himself gave £500 towards the funds.

As these subscriptions formed a considerable part of

the original endowment, it ii of particular interest to note
the appeal of Archdeacon Marriott, in response to which
these monevs were given.

This Appeal dealt specifically with two main points :
—

1

.

The need of a College in Tasmania.
2. The character of the proposed Institution.

Under the first head he describes the general conditions

of the Colony, and quotes all through his appeal freely

from Mr. Cell's letters in connexion with the previous
scheme, and urges the pressing need of assistance froni

England to strengthen the hands of both Church and
State to prevent the inhabitants from becoming a curse and
disgi-ace to the English name and nation.

Under the second head, Marriott lays stress on the
need for systematic organisation. "Rising colonies," he
says, "ijrow fast, and we have a duty to future generations
"as well as the present. We are founders, perhaps, of

"great nations; and we must not be contented with desul-

"torv exertions. We must work on a system ; and in that
'system there must be a power of expansion and adapta-
"tion on the one hand, and, on the other, solidity and
"permanence.

"It is essential, therefore, that the Institution should
"be a College, not mei*ely a School ; which distinction has
"not necessarily any reference to the age of the scholars ;

"for a College may be for boys, as at Eton and Win-
" ch ester ; or for young men, as in our Univei"sities. This
"will, at least for the present, bo for both.

"Tlie distinctive character, then, of the College will

"lie in its being a Collegiate body, formed of the Warden,
"Fellows, and Scholars, the giiardians of learning, with
"property to ensure a perpetual succession of such men,
"and, eventually, with College buildings, to be the seat

"and treasure-house of learning. The intention, there-

"fore, is to fomi a Collegiate body, possessing property (bv
'Royal Charter, when it can be obtained, till then in

"trust), to be the source of education to the colony in the
"principles of the Church of Christ, and in all useful

"knowledere.
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"Thus, while a Avay may be opened for the founda-
"tion, at some future time, of a Uiiivei'sity, the impulse
''given to education from the very beginning will tend
"directly to consecrate all learning to the service and glory

"of God.
"

The general scheme was strictly on the lines of Sir

John Franklin's scheme, with the only exception that the
Church, and not the State, Avas to be the founder.

It appears, then, that the main character of the pro-

posed Institution was to be on the lines of an English Ct>l-

lege as best calculated to- give permanency and stability fco

the new foundation, but that the teaching was to commence
at a low grade, and was intended gradually to rise, ana
also eventually to include University education.

The appeal in England having proved successful, it

w£is followed shortly after Marriott's return to Tasmania
by an Appeal to the inhabitantsi of the Colony. The pro-

posed Institution was generally referred to as "The Col-

lege" scheme, and was principally explained to the public

by the following :
—

(i) Circular by Rev. J. P. Cell, dated 7th April. I84b,

published in the "Colonial Times'" 10/4/46, and the "La.uji-

ceston Examiner 11/4/46.

(ii) Bishop Nixon's charge, delivered in the Cathedral
on 23rd April, 1846, and reported in the "Courier" of

29/4/46.

(iii) Abstracts of proposed Statutes published in

the "Courier" 2nd May, 1846.

(iv.) Speech of Bishop Nixon at the Annual Meeting
of the S.P.C.K., reported "Hobart Town Advertiser"

16/6/46, and "Courier'' 17/6/46.

Of these, Cell's Circular v.'as of a general character,

and did not give details of the scheme.

The Bishop's charge used the ipsissima verba, of Arch-
deacon Maniott's appeal already quoted, and that this was
the clearer statement of the two is shown by Mr. MaiC-

doweir's speech, reported in "Courier," 2/5/46.

The Abstract of Regulations were apparentlv consider-

ered as a fundamental compact witli the subscribers as to

the nature of the proposed College. In many issues of the

"Courier," the jDaper which at that time whole-heartedly

supported the scheme, this abstract appears in parallel

columns with the list of subscriptions. The list being

headed:

—

Snhficriptioiix toirards tlie endowment of a Col-

lege in Taxmania, and tiro Grammar Schools in connexion

v'ith the College, one at Hohart Toivn, and the other at

Lavnceston.
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A Prospectus was also printed and circulated con-

taining the subscription list and the Abstract ot Statutes

above quoted, and also referring to the position of the two
Schools in the scheme.

THE CHARACTER OF THE INSTITUTION.

This may be divided into the following sub-heads:—
(/) T/ic F()iin(!ati(j>i.

As already stated, this was to be by the Church
in the place of the State, the Bishop being the

Visitor ot the College in lieu of the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor, under Sir John t ranklins scheme, and the Warden be-

ing a Clergyman of the Church of England. Archdeacoai
Marriott "s appeal in England was made to Churchmen, and
exception was taken in the State even by Archdeacon
Marriott himself to the open character of Gell s appeal.

This more fully accorded with the wishes not only of Dr.
Arnold but also of his pupil, the Rev. J. P. Gell.

In his Charge, Bishop Xixon remarks:—"Let me
'take this opportunity of observing, that the immediate
'object which we have at heart, is to train up tho.se of our
'own communion in the fear and nurture of the Lord; but
"we desire also to offer to all, who are willing to avail

"themselves of it, an education, similar to that which
"they might have obtained in the foundation-schools ol

"England. Remembering that the funds, whidi enable

"iL's to offer this boon to the inhabitants of the whole
"colonv. are furnished exclusively by membei"s of the

"Church of England, it is not tco much for us to say that

'we shall expect, of all our students, implicit obedience to

"the discipline, and strict attention to the studies of tlie

"Institution ; at the same time, we do not desire to exact

"anv test which may, necessarilv, exclude all save the

"member's of our own Church.
'

^n his speech at the S.P.C.K. ("Courier," 17/6/46)

the Bishop maintained that "the Church was careful not

"onlv to train up her own children, but to provide fcr the

"wants of those who sejjaiated from her communion. Thus,

"while the proposevi College would essentially and neces-

"sarily be a Church of England Institution, it would ex-

'clude none from its privileges and benefits. No resti'ic-

"tions would be imposed beyond what would be required

''by the character of the Institution, and by the efficient

"maintenance of a regular and uniform discipline. Iri

'reference to pecuniars- assistance, he thought he was suffi-

"cientlv known to receive credit in disclaiming all wish

"to intrude into the province of others. While, there-

"fore he could not seek nor expect aid from members of
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"other communions, aid from anj^ interested in the intel-
"lectual, moral, and religions training of their children
"would not be rejected."

Thisi j^osition was recognised in the Colcnv, and was
the occasion of much bitter controversy. Bishop Nixon s

attempt to claim for the Church, the responsibility and
position akin to that of an established Church had been
warmly resented by Members of the Presbyterian Church,
and the battle of the Kirk against the Ckurch was then
raging in its full fury. This scheme, therefore, appealed
to different Members of the Community in very ditrerent

lights. Cell's appeal was looked upon as a new challenge,
and, as such, was taken up by T]>e Ciilduial Ti/)ie.< and
Tl/e Ldunrexfou Era miner, representing the anti-clerical

party, while Tlu-' ('our in-, then the leading newspaper,
stood a staunch champion to Episcopal orthodoxv. The
Anti-Clerical "Colonial Times" criticised the Abstract of

Statutes in the following terms :

—"The Proclamation wliich

"Dr. Nixon issued on his departuie, relative to the estab-

"lishment of his College, Convent, Seminary, or bv what-
"ever appellation it may be known .... announces that
"the Lord Bishop of Tasmania has permitted the use of cer-

"tain premises belonging to his see, with power reserved

"to himself to select tlie site, to a Collegiate bodv. of which
"he appoints hinn-elf the 'Visitor,' which he explains to

"mean that he is to have the most absolute and despotic

"control over evei~\'thing temporal, as well a? spirittial,

"connected therewith. . . . Dr. Nixon has certainly placed

"himself fairly before the public. He has not shrunk from
"the public exposition of the system for the foundation of a

"Collegiate establishment, for which establishment large

"sums have been subscribed in England, and are in the

"course of being considerably added to here, the ntost

"arbitrary, the most despotic, the most self-aggrandising,

"and generalb/ the most unfit, to be ever proposed to a free

"community, displaying a degree of ardour for the personal

"possession of power, which has ever been evinced by any
"clergvman since Wolsev.'' ("Colonial Times," 2Sth Julv,

1846^
The orthodox "Covirier," on the other hand, in calling

atientirn to this "Abstract" en its first appearance, be-

lieved it would "do much to dissipate tlie preiudice> of

"some, and to kindlp the zeal of others." It claimed

"that the projected Collegiate institution, though neces-

"sinb- identified with the Church of England, i« con-

"ceived in a spirit of enlightened charitv. . . that it will

"injure the interests of no communion, while it is eal-

"culated to confer benefits on all." ("Courier," May 2,

1846.)
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Another leading article says:
—"We rejoice to know

"that the establishment of the College is secured. The
"colonists have nol)ly responded to the call for aid in this

"important work. . . . That the Church of England had a

"perfect right to assert her own principles and carry out

"her own views on this matter few will undertake to deny.

"Within her pale, the project of such an institution was
"conceived. By her munificent bounty the necessary

"funds have been supplied. To her ministry the sacred

"guardianship is entrusted. . . . The regulations will show
"that though attendance on Divine worship, according to

''the forms of the Church of England, will be required a3

"indispensably necessary to the maintenance of uniformity

"of discipline and systematic cnforcemont of religious ob-

"servances, no tests will be demanded, no barrier of bigotry

"erected, no obstacle interposed except such as party feel-

"ing and inveterate prejudice, in their gratuitous and un-

"hallcwed exercise mav determine to create. There will

"will be no exclusion but the self-exclusion of sectarian

"animosity."' ("Courier, " May 13th, 184G.)

What the "Colonial Times ' scornfully describes as

"that hotbed of bigotry, his College, as he calls it," ap-

peared to the "Courier"' to be conceived in a spirit of

enliphtened charity—an institution which, though necessar-

ily 'restrictive, " would not be by any means "exclusive.
'

There was something to be said for each view of the caso.

On the one hand, Franklin and Arnold's dream of an un-

sectarian and inclusive College had failed of realisation,

stifled as much by the exclusiveness and arrogance of one
religious party as by the bitterness and suspicion of their

opponents : while the new scheme stood forth as the emblem
of a clerical domination whose despotic designs had yet been

barely defeated. On the other hand, the "Coimer's
'

boast was not without reason. The scheme, in its new
shape, by its identification with tlie strongest and most

cultivated of the contending sects, bade fair to become a

practical reality, while it had not lost all the glow of

Arnold's noble liberality and large-heartedncss.

Considering the exclusive character of the English

ColleP:e<5 at this period when the religious tpst? which
guarded their sacred precincts were yet unrelaxed, the

scheme of Bishop iCi"^on can only be regarded as an en-

lightened and broad-minded one, being both inclusive and
tolerant, and mav fairly be judged to be an earnest attempt
to provide not only for the different educational require-

ments of his own communion, but also, as far as possible,

for those of other denominations, without, on the one hand,

interfering with their religious convictions, or, on the
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otlier, giving way on points which to the Bishop appeared
essential.

(ii) The Scope of the Institution.

This was strictly on the lines of the previous attempt,
and was to be a College, not merely a School. Marriott, in
his appeal, amongst the quotations from Gell's letters, re-

ferring to English Colleges, gives the following:—"We
'must be content to begin as they did, with young scholars
'and elementary instruction^"' He also says:—"The
''object, then, of the College is not, in the first instance, to

"form classes of divinity, law, physic, or natural philo-

''sophy, but to prepare boys by a proper system of disci-

"pline, and development, and useful information

'for entering on professional studies when they aiTive at

"the proper age." The ultimate aim, however, was for

the Institution gradually to draw Schools of the Colony up
to the standard of English Piiblic Schools, whilst it de-

veloped into the .=tatu3 of an English College connected
Avith one of the Universities.

(///) I itrorixirafion of the Schools.

This latter part is perhaps the least known and
understood of the various parts of the College scheme. In
Franklin's scheme the Queen's School at Hobart was to be
connected with Christ's College in the country by making
the Headmaster of the School a Fellow of the College, and
jnoviding that the Warden or Principal of the College

should examine and report upon the School, and have its

Regulations submitted for his sanction.

Marriott's Appeal in England does not deal specifically

with this point, and as. the people he was then addressing

were not intimately acquainted with conditions existing in

the Colony, his Appeal naturally deals with the broad

l^rinciples of the proposed Institution.

As noted above, however, he difjtinctly laid it down
that the proposed teaching would be for boys, as well as

for young men, and would commence at a low standard.

It is noteworthy that in his Appeal he only mentions two
English Colleges by name as illustrating the points in his

Appeal, namely, Eton and Winchester. Eton was at that

time, more so than at the present day, connect.ed with

King's College, Cambridge, Eton being a sichool for boys
and King's College a Univei'sity College for young men.
Similarly, New College, Oxford, and Winchester were both
founded by the same founder, and were connected Institu-

tions not only as regards their foundation, but also in that

the Warden and Fellows of the College for young men,
namely. New College, Oxford, had a right of examination
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and visitation over the boys' school at Winchester. At
the present time this has devolved into a merely formal

visitation.

The Appeals in the Colony, however, were of a more
definite chai-acter. The Colonists were, of course, well

aware of the subscriptions for the Hutchins School in the

hands of the Bishop, a,nd also of the subscriptions for tlie

Launceston Church Grammar School, of which latter Insti-

tution the Bisliop was also the Visitor. Gell s Circular

^ives little information as to the character of Christ's Col-

lege, and none as to any connexion with the Schools. Such
an omission would be strange were it not known that the
prpjxised Institution was not of a new character, but was
merely carx*ying out the well-known and discussed

proposals .of Sir John Fi-anklin. The Bishop's Charge is

more definite, but it, again, v/as px^actically a quotation
from Marriotts Appeal in England.

A good deal of the earlier historv on this point has
still to be found.

Cell's Circular was published on the 7th April, 1846; it

was followed by the Bishop s Charge on the 23rd. The Ab-
stract of Statutes was published on the 2nd May. On the
9th we have the "Courier " stating that the LaunCeston
Church Grammar School will be under the superintending
care of the Bishop of the Diocese, and in intimate corre-

spondence with the College, which it is now proposed to

establish upon similar principles

The Bishop, in his sjieech at the S.P.C.K. ("Courier,
'

17/6/46), states:
—

"Collaterally, and in connexion with the
"College, it was his earnest wish to secure to the Colony
'two other educational establishments—a Grammar School
"at Launceston and another in Hobart Town. The former,

"indeed, was already in operation, and the latter would
"shortlv be commenced under the superintendence of

"a scholar eminently lit ted for the work. These important
"Institutions—a Grammar School in each of the large

"towns, and a College in the interior—he hoped to leave as

"hi.s best and parting legacy to the Colony.
'

On the 8th July the first list of subscriptions to the
proposed scheme appears, and, as above quoted, the sub-

scriptions are definitely stated to include the Grammar
Sehools, as well as Christ's College, within their object.

In subsequent is.sues, in addition to the moneys given for

the general scheme, acknowledgments for subscriptions for

special objects appeared—such as scholarships at the Col-

lege, and included in such special gifts are moneys sub-

scribed exclusively for the two Schools. These lists appear
in numerous issues of the "Courier'" in 1846 and 1847.
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In the Prospectus relating to Christ's College, also

circulated in 1846, the connexion is yet more definitely

stated, as follows:
—"In addition to these subscriptions

"for the general O'bjects of the College, contributions have
"been made for special purposes connected with the same;
"and from the avowed importance of the Grammar Schools
"in Hobart Town and Launceston to the perfection of the
"whole sjT^stem, they have been incorporated into it, and
"the sums hitherto subscribed to them in particular will

"therefore appear with propriety at the head of the
"special subscription-list."

"No one can complain that the peculiar advantages
"of either a town or a country institution for learnmg^
"have been foregone, in a system which has made provis-

"ion for both. Three distinct positions have been taken
"up—in Hobart Town, Launceston, and the Rural Dis-
"tricts—each combining with the others to meet peculiar

"wants, and to* offer peculiar advantages."'

At various other timesi the connexion between the
College and the Schools was refened to The Eev. J. P.
Gell, at the opening of the Hutcbins School, commenced
his speech:—"It has become my duty, upon the present

"occasion, to' appear before you for the first time as the ac-

"credited representative of learning, and the public advocate
"of her claims.'' . . . "As a colleague in one combined svstejin

"of education, brought up under the same master, imbued
"with the same views, it will be my chief anxietv to ren-

"der every aid and share every labour which can he shared
"with my reverend friend at the head of this establish-

"ment. . . .

"

And, again, at the ceremony of the laying of the

foundation stone of the Launceston Grammar School, the

Warden and Fellows of Christ's College were present in

their official capacity, and the Reverend J. P. Gell thus

referred to' the connexion between the Institutions :

—"The
'occasion which has summoned us here to-dav is one of

'mora importance than may at first sight appear. We
'meet at a moment when representatives of everj^ pai'ty

'are combined in a systematic undertaking for the promo-
'tion of sound learning and religious education through
'the length aud breadth of the land. One portion of

'thisi combined system we plant here to-dav, invoking
'upon our work the blessing of the Giver of all Good, bv
'whose favour alone it can flourish and abide. Not many
'moinths ago the establishment of the College Avas our
'anxious care. Out Bishop was absent, though not

'without leaving behind him a munificent testimonv of

'his interest in our arrangement? and success. Of such

'an eixample the colonists proved themselves not un-
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'worthy, and by their zealous co^opei'ation all difficulties

"being overcome and all anxieties removed, the first and
"principal portion of the design was made sure in the
"commencement of the College. The eldest branch of

"this, system—thanks to the interest with which our

"friends in Launceston have pursued the same design

—

"is the School we are now preparing to found for the bene-

"fit of this town and neighbourhood. Arrangements
"are already in progress for following ti.e same example
"in Hobart Town ; but it must be confessed that you
"have taken the precedence in zeal and promptitude, and
"that the Trustees of the Launceston Grammar Scliool

"have deserved cur public thanks for their discharge of

"the tru.ct reposed upon thejii. This School is to be

"under the superintendence of a ^Minister of the Church
"of England ; and the Lord Bishop of Tasmania for the

"time being is the sole Visitor." ("Courier," 22/5 47.)

At a similar function in connexion with the Hutchins
School he also referred to the connexion between the Col-

lege and the Schools. ("Courier." 4 9/47.)

Christ's College and the two Grammar Schools are,

therefore, all part of the one combined scheme. Another
reference to this effect appears in the "Courier"' of 10 3/47,

and there are numerous other references in the papers of

this period to the Schools and the College as allied or con-

nected Institutions. Perhaps the most accurate descrip-

tion of the position appears from the official correspond-

ence in connexion with the granting of the site for the

Hutchins School. At the time of Sir William Denison's

arrival in Tasmania, Bishop Nixon was absent in Eng-

land, and his powers in connexion with the College scheme

devolved en Archdeacon ISLirriott as Administrator of the

Diocese. Archdeacon Marriott then approached Sir Wni.

Denison. infomiing him of the private subscription' li-t

in favour of the Hutchins School, and requested that a

piece of land in a convenient situation be given for that

pui-pose. He informed the Governor that the subscribers

had decided to apply the funds so raised to the establish-

ment of a better description of School in connexion with

the College. (Despatch, 8th September, 1847, No. 118.)

On 24th February, 1847, the "Courier " announced

His Excellency's intention of giving a piece of land in

Macquarie-street for that purpose, and adds:
—"This gift

"is a tinilv handsome recognition of the noble efforts which

"have been made by the friends of the College and Church

"of England in support of education, as well as of the

"good folk of Hobart Town, on behalf of their children.
'

Bishop Nixon, before leaving the Colony, had

nominated Arf^'hdeacon Marriott, the Reverend R. R.
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Daviesi, V. Fleming, Esquire, W. Kermode, Esquire, R.
Dry, Esquire, and J. H. Wedge, to hold the property sub-
sicribed in trust for the sicheme until the College was in-

corporated ("Courier," 15/7/46), and had also nominated
the Rev. J. R. Buckland and Messrs. W. L. Crowther and
W. P. Kay as a building committee for the Hutchins
School.

On the 15tli March, 1847, at a meeting of the College
Trustees, a proposal from tlie Building Committee of tiie

School was taken into consideration, and the following

resolution joassed :

—"That the Archdeacon he requested
"to write to Sir William Denison that the College

^"Trustees have acceded to the proposal of the Hutchins
"School Building Committee, and that they will guarantee
'the expenditure of £2,000 on the Hutchins School with-

"out delay, provided the site is granted to the Cbliege in

"trust for the Hutchins School."

The Colonial Secretary wrote to the College

Trustees on the 7th July, 1847, as follows:
—"The Lieu-

"tenant-Governor is desirous of granting to you the lot of

"land, at the corner of Macquarie and Barrack streets,

"marked off as a site for the Hutchins School, in order

"that you may at once commence to erect that building,

"and it will be necessary that a Gruarantee should be

"given by you that the land shall be made use of for the

"jourposes intended.

"The Sui-veyor-General has also been desired to put
"himself in communication with the Rev. J. P. Gell, who
"h understood to be your representative, and empowered
"by you to make the requisite arrangements with that

"officer."

Such required Guarantee was given, the text being :

•

—"We, the undersigned, being Trustees of Christ's Col-

"lege, engage to His Excellency the Lieutenant-Govenior we
"will appropriate the site usually known as the old Go'V-

'ernment Garden, in Macquarie- street, to the use of the

'Master and Students of the Hutchins School, and will

'not let any portion of the land on lease, or alienate it,

"and that the building shall be commenced immediately,

'and, further, that in the event of the said College being

'incorporated by Charter, we will convey the property to

'that Corporation upon the aforesaid trusts."

The Governor required that the Trustees of the Col-

lege would undertake toi expend at least ,£2,000 on build-

ings before he would make the Grant, and this the

Trustees undertook to do by signing a Declaration of

Trust containing such an Undertaking contemporaneously
with the issuing of the Grant (vide Trust Deed dated 16th

December, 1847).



BY \V. F. I). BUTLER, B.A., M.SC, LL.B. 49

It'svirely is not without significance that the Governor
communicated with the Trustees of the College Schema
and not with the Building Committee in regard to the

use of the proposed gift, and also granted the ground
to them, and also that the Surveyor-General was required

to communicate with the Rev. J. P. Gell, and not with

the Headmaster of the School.

Considerable exception was taken to this gift by Dr.

G. Lillie and others, who sent in a Memorial for trans-

mission to the Secretary of State, which was forwarded

with Despatch No. 118 above quoted.

In order that the Secretary of State might be
authoritatively informed as to the School and College His
Excellency wrote to Archdeacon Maniott (30th August,

1847), requesting him to fui'nish him witli all the facts

relative to the establishment of the School and of the

College, which might show the footing upon which each

was placed, both with refv^rencc to ea^-h other and to the

colony.

The Archdeacon forwarded this to the Rev. J. P.

Gell, who replied on 4th September, 1847, forwarding the
Prospectus above-mentioned, issued in 1846, and referring

especially to the Abstract of Statutes, and to the mention
of the Schools therein above quoted, and also setting out
the then present position of Christ's College, and adding

:

—"The previously existing Schools of the colony had pre-

"sented so inadequate a result as only seven qualified

''students. We undertook the remedy, by receiving into

"the College 20 Candidates under preparation, and by
"establishing in Launceston and Hobart Town two Gram-
"mar Schools, both under ClergA'men of the Church of

"England, and both containing from 27 to 30 pupils. At
"our last cxamiation of the College and Schools, between
"80 and 90 boys came before me, and this, I conceive, a
"very fair proportion to be under classical instruction at

"any one time in a colony of this population. I trust,

"therefore, that you will explain to His Excellency that
"we have in the first instance planted the College as a tree

"whose seed is in itself, and that the first few years will

"require a good deal of elementary work on our parts,

"which must not be confounded with the mere routine of

"a Grammar School, never rising to anything higher.

"The Hutchins School is in strict connexion with the
"College, and is established for the more especial con-

"^venieuce of the inhabitants of Hobart Town. It is under
"a clergyman of expeiience in the system of English
"Grammar Schools, and it is designed to satisfy a want
"which has long been felt and often expressed. But the
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"plans for the promotion of a public Grammar School in

"Hobart Town have heretofore been transient and nugatory
''owing to the difficulties of satisfying all parties. Tliis

"School has the College to fall back upon, and may, there-

"fore, aim with every prospect of success at the character
"of a permanent public institution conducted upon known
"and approved jorinciples.'

Subsequently, the full text of Dr. Lillie's Memorial
came under the notice of Gell, and he furnished His Ex-
cellency with further remarks thereon, to be transmitted
tj the Secretary of State. In such Comments he states:—
"It was all along understood that after Christ's College
"had been once established the Hutchins School was to be
"our next concern," and also called attention that it was
jiHoposed to utilise Lady Franklin's Gift of the Ancanthe
Estate in connexion with the Hutchins School.

This later intention is also referred to in a Prospectus
asking for Subscriptions to the Hutchins School, issued

about this period.

The connexion, therefore, seems to have been an in-

tention to found the College and the Schools as allied

Institutions—part of one combined schemei—after the plan
of Eton and Winchester referred to above, but with al-

terations due to the state of affairs in the Colony. The
Bishop for the time being was to be the Visitor of all

three, and, as such, to represent the Founders. Christ's

College was the chief Institution, with the two Schools m
close connexion. Gell had recommended previously in

connexion with Queen's School that the Headmaster
should be a, Fellow of the College, and that the Warden of

Christ's College should examine and report on the School.

This Gell carried out by examining and reporting on the

Schools in the two years he was Warden (Gell's letter

,

4/9/47), no doiib't following the example of the visitation

at Winchester by the Warden and Fellows of New Col-

lege, whilst the Headmasters of the two Schools are> given
amongst the list of the Present Society of Christ's College.

(Wood's Royal Southern Kalendar, 1850.) (See also

Prospectus of Christ's College, 1848.) The Schools, how-
ever, were not to be mere institutions under Christ's Cbl-

lege, but the Headmaster had the status of being respon-

sible to the Bishop alone. The Warden of Christ's Col-

lege, therefore, would have no control over the Headmaster
of the School, and would have tc report the result of his

examination to the Bishop. The intention was that the

Schools should be as nearly as possible conducted in the

sanie manner ast English Public Schools.
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THE CARRYING OUT OF TIIF, SCHEME.

C/in'xf'x C'lif/ff/e.

Large subscriptions having been both promised and
paid in the Colony, as well i;s in the Mother Country,
part of the estate of Vron, at Bishopsbourne, was pur-

chased for the sum of £9,000, and the Bishop allowed

the use of part of his Episcopal Estate in that locality for

the purpose of the College, which was opened on the 1st

October, 1846, in the presence of a representative gather-

ing. The Rev. J. P. Gell was formally inducted into the

office of Warden by Archdeacon ^larriott, who gave an

addres.s, setting forth the objects of the Institution over

wliich at last Mr. Gell had been called to preside, and the

assemblage then proceeded to lay the foundation stone of

the new building, which was to be the temjx>rary home
of the College. Besides the Warden, there was a Sub-

Warden, also in holy orders, and the secular concerns

were managed by a gentleman who resided at the College.

There were 3 additional fellowships occupied by
candidates for holy orders, who, in addition to their

scholastic studies, also assisted in the teaching of the

lower forms of the Institution.

In IS'IS the Rev. J. P. Gell resig-ned the office of War-
den, and the Rev. F. H. Cox was formallv inducted into

the vacant office. ("Courier," 14th June, 1848.) Subsc-
Cjuentlv, the Rev. S. B. Windsor became Warden, and, on his

'resigning in 1853, the Rev. P. V. M. Filleul was formally

inducted in his place, but by this time the College was not
prospering as expected by its founders. Under the last-

menticned Warden, however, it temporarily regained its

IK'sition.

At a meeting of the College Trustees on the 6th Feb-
ruarv, 18o5, it was reported that there were 42 Students

ill residence, but the financial position was such that

Bishop Nixon was reluctantly compelled early in 1857

to decide that operations must be suspended, and the rents

of the Estate applied to the gradual extinction of its accu-

mulated debts.

The real causes of the failure are ablv set out in the

Jlistorv of Christ's College, compiled by Mr. T. Stephens,

late Director of Education, and President of the Council

of Christ's College, who also very shortly gives the later

histoi-\- of this Institution, which it is not the intention of

the ]>rescnt paper to describe.

On the College being clo.sed, new tnjstees—Messi-s. Wm.
Henty, J. D. Toosey, ChaWes Arthur, and Thomas
Reibev—were appointed, and the property of the College,

but not including the two Gi'ammar Schools, was conveved
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to such new trustees. These trustees actively set about
the placing of the estate in a good financial position, a,nd,

finding that there was no Declaration of Trust setting

forth what their duties were, they gave instructions for

one to be prepared, and executed it. (Letter of Thomas
Reibey to Bishop Broanby, 19th January, 1871.) No' men-
tion of the Grammar Schools appears in such Declaration
of Trust, nor, indeed, does any eiffort seem to have been
made to collect the facts as to the foundation of the Col-

lege and Schools before such Deed was prepared. In
giving instructions, they further departed from ' the
original design by jDlacmg the appointmeht of new Trustees
in the hands of the Trustees instead of the Bishop, as

originall}^ intended, and provided for both in a draft De-
claration of Trust foraially drawn, and in the Hutehins
School Trust Deed. These Trustees, apart from this

action, which has eventually led to considerable litigation,

deserve well of the Community, inasmuch as they saved
from utter annihilation a valuable Trust for future gene-

rations.

The Hutch ins School.

Active steps to start this Institution were taken con-

temporaneously with similar efforts on behalf of Christ's Col-

lege and the Launceston Church Grammar School, and in

the "Courier" of tha 24th July, 1846, appears an advertise-

ment notifying the opening of the School in Collins-street

on Monday, the 3rd August, under the charge of the Rev.
J. R. Buckland. The new School opened with 9 pupils

ia the building on the corner of Macquarie and Argyle
streets. It was opened publicly by the Rev. J. P. Gell as

Warden of Christ's College; <he Archdeacon, as Head of

the Church, was to have been present, but was delayed
through stress of weather.

Bishop Nixon's intention was to erect a Schoolroom at

an expense of about £500 on the land in Collins-street,

and ho left a Building Committee, consisting of Messrs.

W. L.. Crowther, W. P. Kay, and the Rev. J. R. Buckland,
to look after this project during his absence. Bishop
Nixon, before he left the Colony, had, however, 73ointed

out the present site to Mr. Cell as most desirable if it

could be obtained.

Archdeaicon Marriott decided to approach the Gov-
ernor on this matter, and, accordingly, requested Mr.
Latrobe, the Administrator, to grant the site. Before
any arrangements were made, however, Sir Wm. Denison
arrived, and, on application being made to him, he imme-
diatelv granted itr—the correspondence about this grant is

already quoted.
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Fresh Designs wex-e supplied to the Archdeacon by-

Mr. Wm. Archer, of Woolniers. Before entering on the

contract, the Building Committee appear to have had
£9G0 at their disposal. They had sold the land in Col-

lins-street to Mr. Thomas Alcock for £430, and the pre-

parations for the new building v/erc at once taken in hanu.
The foundation stone was laid on the 31st August, 1847,

by Sir Wm. Denison, in the presence of Archdeacon Mar-
riott, thfe Warden and Fellows of Christ's College, as well

as the Clergy, the Headmaster, and boys of the School, and
numerous members of the public.

A new prospectus was issued, in which the objects

of the School were distinctly stated. Bishop Nixon had
previously referred to the connexion of the Schools with
the Church, in his speech to the S.P.C.K. ("Courier,

17/6/46), in which he said:
—

''These subsidiary institu-

"tions would, for obvious reasons, be conducted on more
"catholic principles—if he might use the term—than could
'be the case in a College. The children would mainly
"be more directed under the eye and the control of their

"parents, and to them, therefore, would be left the duty
"of doctrinal instriiction. Yet let him not be misunder-
'stood. He could not, for one moment, consent to

"separate religion from secular learning. He could not
"consent to a plan by which, in an Institution dedicated

"to the glory of God, all thought, all mention of Him
"should be excluded. While, therefore, no exclusive

"creed be taught, or obsei'\'anccs enforced, much would
"be done to presei-ve that religious character which all

"sound and Christian education must essentially possess."

The Bishops views were elaborated and explained by
Gell in his Speech at the laving of the foundation str^ne of

the School:
—"The freedom of conscience is at once tlie

"foundation, the safeguard, and the distinguishing glory

"of the present constitution of the Church of EnglanJ.
'How baseless, then, are those suspicions which some have
"entertained, that if the Hutchins School is connected
"with the Church of England compulsion will be laid upon
"the conscience of any one ; that none will be admitted
"who will not submit to certain formularies and dogmas
"of which our Church approves. On the contrarv, the
"School is free and open to all. If a parent comes and
"savs, 'I de.'ire education for my child, and among the
" 'limited opportunities which this town affords I see
" 'nothing preferable to the Hutchins School ; but there
" 'are certain formularies connected with religious insti*uc-
" 'tion, in which you follow the Church of England, to
" 'which I conscientiouslv object en my own account and
" 'on account of my child,' the answer will at once be that

E
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'we take advantage of no man's perplexities; we revere
'the rights of conscience in him as well as in ourselves

;

'we set them fax above all considerations of convenience';
'we undertake that the pupil shall not be subjected to

'the necessity of learning that which his father's con-
'science disapproves; and we are (upon this one point)
'content to receive something less than a full and com-
'plete delegation of the paternal authority into our hands,
'iest any father should ever be tempted to sacrifice the
'sacred rights of conscience to the difficulties which here
'stand in the way of obtaining a classical education for

'his son, and lest the name of the Church of England be
'sullied by our failure duly to represent the free spirit

'which is her distinguishing excellence."

'''While, therefore, the system of education is in all

'points which are not points of conscience left to the
proper authorities, the Hutchins School is open to all,

'and a father has only to put his finger upon this portion
'or upon that of the religious formularies, and to' say

'that hisi conscience disapproves of it on his son's behalf.

'Such is the homage we would pay to the supremacy of

'consciemce ; and, if I have expatiated somewhat at length
'upon this important topic, it is because I am anxious
'that all should learn, and that our friends should not
'forget the real freedom of the Church of England system
'of education." ("Courier," 4/9/1847.)

Owing to the "Warden of Christ's College being resi-

dent at ifishopsbourne, the carrying out of the building

scheme had to be left almost entirely to the Building Com-
mittee.

In the Prospectus issued, they state:
—

"£2,000 have
been guaranteed towards the new Building by the

Trustees of Christ's College, and the work is now in pro-

gress. £5,000 will be required to complete the whole
design, including the Public Museum and Library,

which will occupv one portion of the site, and to the
maintenance of which an estate of 400 acres is set apart."

The Committee seem to' have understood that the £2,000
guaranteed by Christ's College was to be in addition to

the subscriptions collected by them, until the whole of

their scheme could be carried out, for on the 4th Septem-
ber, 1848, we find them writing to the Trustees of Christ's

College requesting the Trustees to place £2,000 at their

disposal on dates therein specified, and informing them that
they had alread}' incurred an outlay of £2,070 lis. 6d.

They stated that, for the laying out of the grounds, offices,

etc., thev woaild require a further sum of £1,000. They
also stated that the whole amount which had been in the
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Treasurers hands had been paid out, such amount being
XI, 307 14s. Od.

The Trustees, however, took up the position that the

amount was merely guaranteed by them, and that they
would only pay sufiicient to make, with the subscriptions,

the £2,00U in all. We find later the Building Committee
furnishing the Trustees with the account of their exjDen-

diture, in which the items were as follows:—
£ s. d.

For the building 2,007 7 8

For fences, outbuildings, fittings, etc 331 3 1

Legal expenses L'o 16 8

Piinting account 5

Total £'2,367 7 5

Whilst their receipts were:—
£ s. d.

Original subscriptions to the Hutchins
Momcrial Fund : 609 12 10

Additional subscriptions 482 14

Proceeds of the sale of land in Collins-street 430 16 8

Received from the College Trustees as part.

of their Guarantee 760

Total £2.283 3 6

The full accounts for the succeeding years have yet

to be recovered, but we find later an entry of an advance
to the School of £300. whilst, in 1854, the total cost of

the erection of the School-house and other buildings is

stated to have been £2,570.
Ui)on the cessation of transportation a subscription

was raised in the Colony for the establishment of scholar-

ships to commemorate this event, and. as the Duke of

Newcastle was the Secretary of State for the Colonies when
this policy was adopted, the scholarships were called after

liim. A sum of £1,356 9s. 8d. was collected, half of

which was set apart to found 4 soholarships at the Hutchins
School, and the other half to found 4 scholarships at the

High School. By a Deed dated the 13th July. 1854, con-

stituting these scholai-ships at the former School, the

Bishop, as Visitor, and the Trustees of Christ's College, in

whom the land was vested, agreed that there .should be 4

scholars in the Hutchins School entitled to scholarships,

called the Newcastle Scholarships, of the value of £12 per

annum each, and the sum of £678 49. lOd. was paid over

to the Rev. J. R. Bucklaud, who iigreed to pay the sum of
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of £570 (being the surjDlus over and above the £2,000
guaranteed by the College Trustees) out of this money, and
to spend the reraainder in additions and improvements to

the Hutching School Buildings. It appears, therefore,

that in addition to the special subscriptions for tlie

Hutchins School, the sum of £476 16s. Gd. was provided
out of the general fund of the College scheme, and the
balance of thb exjjenditurt obtained from the New-
castle Scholarship Fund. The School was oj)ened with
the following 9 pupils:—Charles Greig, George Wm. Sec-

combe, George Meredith Bell, Hay Macdowell, Swanston
May Macdowell, Francis Hudspeth, Sigismund Parramore,
Robert Brock, Alfred Nathaniel Mason, and Charles
Baudinet. Of these Francis Hudspeth was the first

boarder, the first open "scholar," and the first graduate.
By the end of the year the members had increased to

22. At the end of 1847, after the School's annual ex-

amination by the Warden of Christs College, with the
assistance of his staff, he reported a*; follows :—'"This

'School is successfully surmounting the difficulties of the
'first beginning, ancl its members are gradually on the
'advance in proportion as the soundness of the system is

'becoming more improved and known. The new build-

'ing is in active progress, the plans are worthy of the

'object, so that when completed the School-house will

'form one of the handsomest ornaments of the town. Class
'List. Hudspeth, Dixon maj., Hampton, 28 boys."

From this onwards the School rapidly rose in num-
bers. Captain H. Butler Stoney, in "A Year in Tas-
mania, " mentions that in 1854 the numbers had reached
120. The School, under the Headmastership of the Rev.
J. R. Buckland, established a reputation which extended
far beyond the limits of this State.

The Lain^cexfan Church Grammar School.

We have already referred to the subscriptions in aid

of the founding of this School jorior to the arrival of

Bishop Nixon, and to the setting ajoart by the Crown of

a site for the School. This Institution has the honour of

being the oldest part of the College scheme, and the firsit

permanent public educational establishment in this State.

Not only did the first attempt to found the School take
precedence of the collection for the Hutchins School, but
the School itself can claim to be the first portion of the
scheme to be in active operation. The "Courier," in its

issue of the 9th May, 1846, reports that Mr. H. P. Kane
had been appointed Headmaster of the School, having
been nominated to that position by the Bishop at a meet-
ing of the Trustees on the 6th instant, and that the School
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itself would commence on the lltli May. The actual

commencement of the School appears to be somewhat in

doubt. Some Launceston papers published in June of

that year refer to the intention to open the School on
Monday, 15th June, but Bishop Nixon, in a speech deliver-

ed in Hobart on that day, refers to the School as being al-

ready in operation. At any rate, it commeneccd veiy

quietly and unobtnisively, and, unfortunatch-. neither the
names of the first pupils nor the names of those present

at its commencement have been preserved. At the end
of the year, however, there were some 30 boys in attend-

ance, and at the first anniversary of Christ's College, on
1st October, 1847, it was reported that there were 27 boys
at the School. The School met in hired premises at tue

start, but on 1st May, 1847, the tender of James Fletcher

and George Field was accepted for the erection of the
School Buildings, and on the 17th of the same month the
foundation stone was laid by Lieutenant-Colonel Bloom-
field, in the presence of the W arden and Fellows of

Christ's College, so that, again, this School had the dis-

tinction of laying the foundation stone of its future home
some months prior to the laying of the foundation stone of

its sister school.

In 1851 a new School-room was erected bv subscrip-

tions, and from then to the present day the history of

the school has been one of steady progress, under a succes-

sion of different Headmasters, and both it and its sister

School (the Hutchins School) can claim this tribute, re-

markable so far as Tasmanian schools are concerneed, that
neither of them has ever been shut down for a day since

their first opening. At this stage of their history the
present paper leaves their career, and for the future the
closincr lines of a memory of the Hutchins School by its

lirbt boarder, written in 1896, may well be quoted:—"It

"may be hoped, while another century is still young, that

"the broken coi'd may be renewed, and that Christ's Col-

"lege, with her two spinster sisters, may again occupy the
"pedestal of the Graces, grey-haired, and truly revered,

"still vesturedf with eternal youth, with their early foun-

"ders, their wise conductors, their prize traditions still in

"memory, we may continually gratefully say—Si monu-
"mentum petis, circumspice.

"

The Hifjh Schnnl.

The beginning of this School has been already re-

ferred to in the reply of Sir Eardley "Wilmot offering the
present site of the Hutchins School for the site of a Gram-
mar School in reply to a petition from Dr. Lillie, Messrs.
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Henry HoiDkins, J. D. Chapman, and other jDctitioners.

Amongst the objects of that School in which it differed

from Queen's College, it was proposed that the responsi-

bility for giving religious instruction should devolve upon
the parents and religious denominations to which the

pupils belonged. It v/as further laid down that the Insti-

tution should carry on the education of the youth of the

Colony who had left the elementary and private Colleges.

Gell's Circular and the Bishop's Charge roused the

supporters of this scheme to new action, and on the 2nd
May, 1846, they held a meeting to consider what steps

should be taken to make the School suggested in tneu"

petition to Sir Eardley Wilmot a practical proposition.

The project languished, however, until the controversy

arose with reference to the grant by Sir Wm. Denison of

the site for the Hutchins School. The refusal of the

Governor tO' postpone the grant until the memorial of the

objectors was considered by the Secretary of State, galvan-

ised the objeictorsi into definite acton, and they issued a
Prospectus on 31st August, 1847, the day of the laying of

the Foundatiou Stone of the Hutchins School, for the es-

tablishment of a Proprietary School, in accordance wim
the views of those who shared Dr. Lillie's opinions, and on
undenominational principles. The Prospectus set forth

that ultimately, with the growing wants of the commun-
ity, the object of the School was tO' obtain the privileges of a

chartered corporation, and advantages similar to those of

a European University. The affairs were to be managed
by a Council of 9 shareholders, or subscribers, elected by
the Association. Shares to the amount of about £5, 00

J

were rapidly taken up, and the Governor granted tiiem

a piece of land, comprising the present University Grounds;
and the Municipal Reserve in front as a site for the new
School. A building was erected at a total cost of about
£4,500 on this site, and a School, called The High School,

opened in January, 1850, with Mr. James Eggleston, of

Trinitv College, Dublin, as Headmaster. Mr. J. A. Frc'ude
had been nominated to the office of Rector, but, on excep-

tion being taken to his theological views, he resigned the

appointment. This School continued for many years to

hi the friendly rival of the Hutchins School, until the

building was leased to the Council of Christ's College in

1885.

On the establishment of the Tasmanian University the

Trustees of the School refused to renew the Lease to the
College, and allowed the site under the terms of the gift

to revert to the Government, which appropriated the build-

ing, with a portion of the land, for the purposes of The
University of Tasmania, thus carrying out the original
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ideas of the founders that their School sliould develop to

and obtain the privileges of a chartered corporation and
the advantages of a University.

In conclusion, besides the quotations above noted, I

have freely made use of facts taken from the late Mr. T.

Stephens s "Hisioiy of Christs College, " and from letters

written in "The Mercury ' by the late Mr. J. B. Walker.
I desire, also, to express my thanks to the Rev. J. V.
Buckland, the second Headmaster of the Hutchins School,

and a worthy successor to his father, for his valuable
assistance in supplying me not only with papei-s he had
collected, but also with early documents connected with
the School.




