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PREFACE. 

-
A PREFACE is an author's friendly introduction to 

the readers of his publication. It procures him the 
privilege of speaking to them more familiarly, or, at 
least, ·less formally than he would presume to do 
without such introduction. The main port:,ion of his 
work is ordinarily devoted to the subject of which it 
treats, but his preface is a kind of neutral ground on 
which he deems himself at liberty to speak of himself. 
Nevertheless, I will not use this liberty without first 
asking the reader's indulgence, which will, I trust, 
be granted me, whilst I say a few words in explana
tion, first, as to my connection with this publication; 
and secondly, with reference to the assistance and 
favor I have received in its preparation. 

Shortly after the decease of Mr. Montagu had 
been made known at the Cape, and when the public 
mind was recovering from the painful surprise which 
it occasioned, the thought suggested itself to the 
minds of several of his friends, that a sketch of his 
life. would be a pleasing remembrance to themselves, 
and a just tribute to his memory : andr that it might 
be so composed that whilst it would obtain the in
terest of his many friends in England and elsewhere, 
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it might also be instrumental in removing or recon
ciling much of the misunderstanding and adverse 
feeling which circumstances at the Cape had, in the 
moment and struggle of party excitement, ra:ised 
against him in the minds of those who were politi

cally opposed to him. 
This t ask, when.first proposed to me, I hesitated 

to undertake, from the conviction that oth~rs would 
do it far more ably than I could ; but when it was 
suggested that some who might be requested to 
draw up the 'memoir, if I declined, would probably 
enter upon it with a strong party bias, and so rather 
excite than allay animosities,-then, both from a 
desire to heal divisions in a community to which I 
was a proclaimer of peace; and also,-as the most 
grateful tribute to the memory of my deceased friend, 
and what his spirit, could it speak from the sacred~ 
ness of its repose, would desire,-to render mani
fest his love and labor for the inte1·ests of that com
munity,-! consented to arrange such materials. as 
could be furnished, into a short sketch of his life 

and character. 
But when I entered on the collection and exami-

nation of records, facts, published papers and letters 
connected with the subject of the memoi1·, as well as · 
many data from his own notes and manuscripts, I . 
found that instead of a pamphlet of a few sheets, 
which had been originally contemplated, the bio
graphy of John Montagu claimed a volume. Never
theless, I felt no inclination to shrink from it in 
consideration of its magnitude, or on account of the 
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toil it might occasion me, though I confess I was 
almost inclined to do so, for the reason that my un
settled residence, incident. on leave of absence from 
my charge, as well as other incapabilities, would 
render my attempt a failure, or at least undeserving 
the memory of him whose high deeds and signal 
worth I had undertaken to record. 

A s the work proceeded my difficulties increased. 
Most of the public officials and other persons, with 
whom Mr. Montagu served, have survived him ; to 
speak highly in his praise in some instances seemed to 
detract from that of others; in other cases i t might 
be thought that too much prominence was given to 
him, to the prejudice, or at least to the overlooking, 
of those to whom he was subordinate. Difficulties 
of another character also .arose- a fair record of 
Mr. Montagu's opinions must bear more or less on 
politicaf and party questions; in some cases the long
sleeping emotions of old -rivalry might be aroused ; 
in others the smothered embers of an expiring anta
gonism be stirred anew. Surrounded with these 
perplexiti~s, I felt, again and again, that I must tread 
with cautious steps, and the sentence has been on 
my lips, as a kind of warning to me, I may safely 
say a thousand times-incedo per ignes. I can, how
ever, affirm with the strictest t~·uth and most perfect 
consciousness of fair intentions, that I have scrupu
lously endeavored to avoid any reflection, or insinu
ation, or criticism, :which I imagined could give pain 
or offence. I have recorded the acts and the opinions 
of my friend with the most watchful intention not to 
involve others, or to throw myself open to the impu-
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tation of unfairness, or of speaking unbecomingly 
of those in authority. How I have succeeded the 
perusal of the work must testify. If in my endeavout 
I have failed, I regret it, and crave pardon. 

As to the assistance I · have received, and the 
authorities to which I have trusted, I ;may state that 
I have mainly relied on pJlblic documen.-ts for infor
mation as to Mr. Montagu's public acts·. ·. Papers 
printed by the order of the P arliament of Great 
Britain, and Blue Books published by authority at 
the Cape, have been my great stand-by, and I have 
labored through some thousands of pages for the 
p1·eois, extracted from such documents, inserted in the 
body of the work. In one or two cases I have given 
almost the words of the Parliamentary Reports, 
although not notified by the marks of quotation : for 
instance, in the chapter on "Judicial Reform,:: the 
greater portion is supplied from a P arliamentary 
Paper, entitled "Reports exhibiting the Past ·and 
Present State of H er Majesty's Colonial Possessions." 
The reports issued by the " Central Road Board" at 
the Cape, have also been extensively used in the 
chapter describing the roads which that body was 
instrumental in constructing. In some instances 
public papers not hitherto printed, and letters from 
persons in authority have been quoted, and some
times given in extenso,-for the use of these I must 
express my acknowledgments for the courteous per
mission granted to me by those to whom it belonged 
to accord it. To the heads both of the Colonial 
Office and the War Office I must avow my thankful 

obliga.tions. 
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'l'he illustrations of Mountain Passes arc from tho 
pencil of a lady who has employed it repea tedly for 
the benefit of the Colony. They were taken on the 
spots delineated. They need no further explanation 
than this grateful record of thanks for tho use of 
them. 

To the Subscribers to the present work I must 
also express acknowledgments.. Many of them being 
of rank, authority, influence, and learning, I can only 
ascribe to their high appreciation of the late Mr. 
Montagu, that they have condescended to further 
this undertaking,-yet the kindness, the sympathy, 
the generous readiness with which most of them have 
signified their willingness to preserve the memory of 
that zealous and faithful public servant call for special 
mention. 

But to one in particular my thanks are due for 
his co-operation and labor in this undertaking,-to 
Major Bower. This gentleman, who knew Mr. Mon
tagu intimately in his days of health and vigorous 
service, who travelled with him in some of his ardu
ous undertakings, who corresponded with him when 
absent, proved himself to him and to his family in their 
sorrows, all that a brother could be. Selected by 
the wish of his dying friend to be one of those who 
should bear his pall, and lay him to his rest, he was 
not only the first, but also one of the most unwearied, 
in his exertions to promote whatever could add honor 
and esteem to the memory of the departed, and alle
viation and support to those he has left behind him. 
To Major Bower I am indebted for obtaining sub-
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scribers, procuring private letters .and public docu
ments, for making arrangements with printers and 
publishers, and for aiding in every manner in his power 
the present undertaking. But this is not all,-this 
assistance required time and trouble, but he shrunk 
not from that which cost him more, that which ap
pealed to his warm hea1·t and sincere and steady love 
for his deceased friend. It is only ju~t to. record, that 
to him and to the indefatigable labors of t.he Bishop of 
C!tpe Towu, it is in u. great measure owing that the 
widow and orphan children of him whom they esteemed 
when living, have now that competence which has 
been in so noble a manner granted to -them. For to 
these two kind helpers and advocates "of the father
less and widow in their affliction," must we attribute 
that earnest appeal and that documentary evidence 
which prove how strong wa.s the claim of John Mon
tagu, for a pension for his family, on the gratitude of 
the country he so faithfully and indefatigably .served. 

It is with unfeigned pleasure that I have recorded 
in the subsequent pages the loyalty and devotion of 
J olm Montagu to his Sovereign, and his unflagging 
zeal and labors for his country; but it is with stronger 
feelings of unfeigned thankfulness, that I here most 
humbly mention that H er Majesty has been gra
ciously pleased, through H er noble advisers, to signify 
by a pension to his widow, H er sense of his services, 
and his country's ready token of its gratitude. 

W. A. N. 

To1'quay, 
J (m . 16th, 1855. 
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p. 254, l. 30, for called j o1· rend called on. 
p. 313, I. 15, for a shape rend the shnro. 
p. 399, I. 25, before ltacl insert they. 
p. 441, I. 32, for localrond Colonial. 
p. 458, l. 20, for the r end Ms. 
p. 460: I. 28'; for sncrificclrencl sncrifrcecl. 
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