LITERARY DIARY;

o,

Smyroved Cummon-Ploce Book,

A cosmon-rrace Boox is a Register, or orderly are a kind of promptuaries or storehouses, wherein to
colleetion of things which oceur worthy to be noted | reposit our own ideas,® as well as the most valualle
and retained, in the course of a man’s reading or | thoughts of others, to be ready at hand when wanted.
study ; so disposed, as that, among a multiplicity of | Various plans have been laid down by different persons :
subjects, any one may casily be found. but that which comes best recommended, is the method

Conmon-rrace Booxs are of great service: they | of that great master of order, Mr. Locke,

[—MR. LOCKE'S METHOD.

The following directions are amply sufficient to explain his wnethod. They are given entire, in order that his
original plun may be adopted by those who prefer it fo the TNPROVED METHOD which is suggested in fhe
subsequent observations.

. DIRECTIONS,

1. In poging the book, make the figure on the top of the loft | 3. Should that double page be purtly ocenpied by some word of
Land page serve for the right hund also @ thus every subject will | the some characteristic, proceed as it it were a fresh page, by
liave a double page assigned to it, and a multiplicity of figures | writing the liead, as above directed, immediately nnder the subject
will b avoidid. - which is already entered.

2. Consider 1o what head the thing yon would enter is wost 4. When the double pmge is filled, write at the bottow, in the
naturnlly veferred ; in this head, or word, regard is to bo had to | margin, the number of the next blank double page, (unless it be
the initinl letter, and the first vowel that follows it, which are the | the one immedintely following, in which case there is no necessity
characteristic letters on which the whole use of the Index depends. | for a direction ;) and underneath the head-word, in the new page,
write the number of that from which the subject s brought
forward.

Suppose, for instance, yon would note down a pussage which |
refers to the hend Beawly: 1 is the initial letter, and e the fivst
vowel; look into the Index for the partition B, and therein the 5. Whenever you commence u fresh double page, enter it in the
line e, (which is the place for all words whose fiest letter is B, and Indes.
first vowel e; us Beawly, Beaeficence, Blessings, Blemishes, &e.)
and it no nmnbers arve alveady inserted to direet you to any page
of the book where words of this clinraeteristic have been entored,
torn fo the first blank doudle page vou find, and write what yon Last it he imagined that these elasses are not suflicient to com-
have oceasion for under the hewd Beawfy ; beginning the head in - prehend all kinds of’ subjeets without confusion, we are assured by
the margin, and writing what follows within the marginal line, Mr, Locks, thut in all his collections, for o long series of' years, he
that the hend may stand out and show itself. never found any deficiency or imperfeetion in his invention.

6. If the head-word he s monosyllable, beginning with a vowel, us
Art, Beg, &e., it should be entered in the Index under A o, Ee, &

* The author of Mudibras had o common-place ook, in which he lad reposited, not such cvents or precepts as are gathered by reading, but such remarks,
similitudes, allusions, nssemblages, or inferences, as oceasion prompied, or inelination prodoeed ; these thonghis which were generated in his own mind, and
might be usefully applied to some [utwre purpose.  Soch is the labour of those who write for immortality. —JOHNSUON,
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IL—THE IMPROVED METHOD.

The high reputation which Mr. Locke's method has
aequired, both in this country and on the Continent, is n
strong testimony of its merit. His comprehensive Index
certainly unites two great requisites—simplicity of arrange-
ment, and facility of relerence. DBut these advantages are
partly counterbalanced by the obseurity which attends such
eoncise notices as his Index requires; and by that want of
connexion between the subjects of the same page, which is
the natural consequence of an indiseriminate alphabetical
arrangement.

To seenre the advantages, and avoid the faults of Mr.
Locre's method, it is necessary that separate books be
appropriated to every important or general subject; or,
that the contents of the same book be distributed under
certuin general heads. The nature and number of these
will vary, us the inclination of the individual leads him to
prefer one branch of literature or science to another:
but it is imagined, that the table, which is given in page 8,
will be sufliciently extensive for general use; at the same
time that it affords room for the insertion of any other
minor divisions of a suhject, which may particulurly intevest
the writer.

In the use of this Table thore can be no ditlieulty, The
number of the page whereon each geneval subject is begun,
must be spocified in the line which that subject occupios
in the table. Farther rveferences will be requisite when
great progress has been made, or when the regularity of the
numbers is interrupted by pages dedicated to another
genernl subject.

Every general subject will of course embrace a munber
of particular topies. The subject of ench of these com-
ponent parts should, where necessary, be expressed in

the margin by an adequate word; which word should be
refurred to under its charneteristio (viz., the fivst letter and
first vowel) in Mr. Locke's ruled Index.

Tivery original paragraph should be distinguished with
a number (1, 2, 8, &c) inserted in the murgin,  These
numbers shonld go on progressively through each general
subjeet ; but they must not be continned from one general
subject to another. They serve to eonnect together, as
well as to point out, the writer's casual olservations.
They also enable him to make notes or comments on any
matter in his Common-placo Book, by means of the refer-
enco which they afford from one place to another. If a
pussuge in page 4, for instunce, be commented npon in
page 30, paragraph 48, these figures 12 placedin the margin
of page 4, opposite to that passage, will be a sullicient indi-
cation where such comment may be found.

Analyses of argumentative or didactic works are sup-
posed to oecupy n considerable portion of every Comimon-
place Book, By this improvement on Mr. Lovke's method,
the utmost facility is aliorded to that specios of literary
Inbour, The whole work, whatever it be, will rank under
some ong or other of the hesds in the general Table;
while the particulur Index takes cognizance of every
individual feature of it. The ‘Treatise which is sub-

jnined to these remarks, is itsell an excellent specimen of

anilysis,

In a separate Common-place Book mny be copied the
most interesting and best written Letters, or pavts of
Letters, which every man receives in the course of his
familiar correspondence,  These eolleetions, judicionsly
made, and thus arranged, form n constant source of the
highest gratifieation.

III.—THE INDEX OF ONE OR

It is ono advintage of the present plan, that it does not |
mterfore with mny other arrangement. Fven those who
prefer an alphubetical Index, wherein the title of every
subject may he registored at lorge, will find the space
which Mr. Locke's Index occupies too small to be ul’l

TWO LETTERS ON A PAGE.
consequence. It is then merely o blank paper hook, the
Tast pages of which are approprinted to an alphabetioal
Index of one or two letters on a page, according to the
importanee of the letter.

IV—THE LITERARY DIARY.

To use this book as a Drany, nothing more is requisite
than to date it regularly, and write stimight forward, dis-
regarding  the arrnngement of each sulject under its re-
gpective ¢luss,  Plaee the day of the mouth by itself in
the eentre of n line, that the collections of each day may
be readily distinguished. Make a marginal note of the

subjoet of every paragraph, und enter the prineipal word
of that note in the Index, according to the rule laid down
in the Imeroven Mrernon,  Conneet the dispersed parts
of the same subject together, by inserting in the margin,
immediately under the uote, the number of that page
whereon it is continued.




AN ABRIDGMENT
OF THE AURIFODINA OF DREXELIUS.

BY GEORGE

HORNE, D.D.

LATE BISHOP OF NORWICH.

This is an excellent tract on the necessity of taking notes in writing, in order to profit by what we read;
and the manner of doing it is prescribed.

Tur memory is unfaithful, and the best memory eaunot
retain nll.  Awgustin complained of the many things he had
suflered himself to lose, ind was obliged to seck after them
ngain,  Mueh time is lost in thisway. Instances are given
of lenrned men endned with gremt memory, who yet all
ussisted themselves by muking collections—ergo notandum
el excerpendum.

Pliny Seewdus, the secretary of nature, nltained to pro-
digions erudition by this method, which he observed con-
stantly ; insomueh that his nephew tells us, he never read
anything without making extracts. While he was lying
in the snnshine; ot supper; afler supper; while he was
buthing; while he was dressing, liber legebatur adnota-
batur. Even while i was on a jonrney, an amanuensis
was with him, who wrote in gloves if the weather was eold.
While his nephew was walking out for the air, he used that
memorable expression, poleras kas horas non perdere—0
tamporis porsimonidan, qudm ignota ey of rara I—(mnivm
revum jactura reparabilis, pradergudm tonporis,

Fixtraets are necessary. even (o a poet, who works fram
his imagination. Wa see an example of this in Herman
Hugo, whose Pin Desiderin are an ingenions conlexture
of the Seriptures nnd the Futhers togother; out of which,
when he had eollected, he made this excellent use. Fx-
tracts are the life and soul of history @ and no history ean
be composed withont previous notation.  Even orators
must rend, and note, and transfor the exeellenees of others
into their own page. Which of them all did ever arrive
ai the summit of learning without constant applieation
to notes and extraets? Aristotle exceeded all that went
hefore himn; bat not without the muking of infinite eol-
leetions from the books they hud left bebind them.  Among
great. divines, exmnples wre given of dugusting Jerom, Cy-
prian and Bernard ; and after every one, Drevelius presses
the inforenee. that nothing great ever was, or ever will Le
done, without industrions notntion. At Ilnst he adds an
example from his own experience, and protests thut he
would not part with his notes for any price but that of
heaven itself.  In displaying the profit of it, he observes—
1. That whatever subjeet was proposed, he conld tell
all the nuthors that hud written upon it, even though

the subject were minute and out of the way. A friend
wanted to borrow his book: but most authors are of use
only to those that have read them. He reckons o man
nothing, if he could not talk an hour upon n sulject.
2. In presching: If the Seviptures were duly read and
extreted, a man's stare would never be exhiausted. 3. For
instructing any person who comes to consult or ask.
Particulars of time and place can rarely be recollected
without notes. 4. A man may subsist upon his own
stoek, in cose of sickness, or nuder any hindranee, or in
time of ago, when he must write, but cunnot read. It
is miserabie 1o be ruiming to the baker, when we should
be going to dinner; think of the ant and the bee. The
avthor declares of himself, with advantage and satisfaetion
he used the fruils of thirty yems' Iabour, and that, i’ his
life were to Inst ever so long, his fund would never be
out.  He wos o great example of his own doctrine. 5. In
ull kinds of spesking and writing, he found himself in rea-
diness: and could cogage to write two books in o vesr, on
different subjoets, ont of his eveerpta.  There is little diifi-
eulty in building, when all the necessary materials are
rendy at hand. 6, 1t is of excellent use in conversation ;
keeps it from flugging, and places us above the necessity
of vain vepelitions, such as women and ignorant persons
full into for waut of mntter,

After the doctrine has been confirmed by {festimonies
and examples, the author considers the reasons. 1. 1t is
observed, that the sttention is fised better by writing and
noting, than by repeated rendings.  Dionysins of Talicar-
nnssus reports, that Demosthenes transcribed Thucydides

eight times,  Jerom wrote over many volumes, 2. The
watler i deeper impressed upon the mind,  In reading
the eve wandors, and the judgment is less exaet. Money

is not examined merely by looking at it: we rub it, and
weigh it and sonnd it, to distinguish between the pre-
gions angd the vile; and by a similar method we must
distinguish truth from ervor, and one style from another
4. What is written is vot forgotten—Tlitere. seripta manel—
us it was said inoa former chapter. 4. How many volumes,
for the benefit of the public, hnve been seut abroad from
the were industry of collecting!  Antiqua lectiones, Flort
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lequa, Hora subsecive, Musarum horti, de., de. Andif we
find the collections of others so servieceable, how much
maore so will our own be! When we ourselves wre the col-
lectors, our own uses and purposes are provided for; and
we may derive more use from one page of this sort, thun
from a hundred ly another person, who works according
to his own views, not aeccording to yours; as every scholar
will discover, who has any exercise in this way: he takes
only what suits him, turning and twisting every stream
into lis own channel.  (This teaches how we are exposed
when another person picks out a history for us.) 5. The
ant colleets in summer for her food in winter. This is
beantifidly deseribed and applied—itionibus ac rveditionibus
candom viem velegit millies, fatigari nescie—>brumea injurias
non metuit, infacundam hiemem non agre tolevat, de. The
happy industry of the bee is deseribed with the same
poetical elegance—Omnes apiole floves delibant, et velut
Judicio excerpunt—violarum sunves divitis—nee extralunt
nist quad melioris sucei est ; venenum quod in flore deterins,
arancis velinguunt. Hee apum sedulitas, et in cecerpendo
studium, mellis et cere thesquris orbem opulentat. Lot ns
bo as wise as they in our studies; let us take the best
authors, and out of them the best things: otherwise, like
stnmer flies, we have neither honey nor wax ; our conver-
sation and writings are poor and empty. 6. Notes form
an epitone, and contain the essence of a library, and will
supply the place of it: they will travel with us, where
hooks are difficult to be met with. Take what you want
out of the book you are reading, and it is done for ever:
you need never turn it over any more.  Ineredible how
useful o volume may be compiled in how short a time!
Your own papers will always be found your best library.
Objections answered.—1. T have no design to write
volumes like Origen. 4. But the smallest thing cannot be
well done without it—henee we have so many jyune com-
positions—and when any public exercise comes in course,
not having dug, we are forced to beg and borrow.
2, Another ohjection : that persons who write, neglect the
use of memory, und so lose it. 4. This is not to set aside,
but to assist the memory, and keep it in exereise; for,
after all, yon must remember when, where, and what you have
noted.  Assistunce your memory must have, unless it is
universal, and you ean carey off' by heart the books of a
libriary,——3. Many, and they uot unlearned, do not prac-
tise this method,  d. Make not those your example who
turn out of the straight road, but follow those who are in it.
They who do as well as they can without these helps, would
do mwuch better with them. t. The old philosoplers de-
livered to their scholars by ear and memory. 4. But they
wrote afterwards al home. The practice of all universities
is an auswer to this, where they write down notes of the
leetures given to them. 5. You may lose your noles,
and then what beeomes of your lenrning? 4. What if the

sky should fall? Do men avoid laying up money, for fear
the thieves should have it? or to build houses, for fear
they should be burned? And suppose I should lose my
papers, I may at the worst have more left upon my mind,
than you who never wrote at all——#6, It will be trouble-
some fo carry them about. A, If they wre collected with
Jjudgment, according to the method [ teach, they will never
rise to a great bulk: besides, you, who are so afraid of
being overburthened, consider how mauny articles were
carvied from place to place by every Roman soldier—
cthum, wtensilia, vallum, armae—nnd 18 not learning a sort
of warfare >——7. It is a work of too much time. 4. Your
time cannot be better employed : and to some persons, all
the time they spend in reading without it, is thrown away,
Marking the book, as some people do, is a slovenly trick,
and  of little A. Inuto
which you will often look without obtaining any satisfuc-
tion—"They promise great things, and often do little—
Authors seldom make them for themselves—Many books
have none—No index so good as our own, taken with the
reading of the contest—It is too late to consult indexes
when you are to write or spesk : and besides, it is part of
the use of your own nofes to direct you what books to
consult, and what indexes to go to. Idleness is at the
bottom of all these exeuses: yon read for ease and plea-
sure, not for profit; your rending is of no value—It is not
worth while to build a granary to lay up chafl. There is
no more benefit in reading a great deal, than in eating o
great deal 1 the good is from what is properly digested.
The work may have its trouble; but nothing valuable is
obtnined without it.  Many of moderato parts become
great by the practice of noting. That is properly your
own, which is the result of your own observation: und
nobody ecun tell, hut by experienee, the plensure with
which sueh o work is surveyed, both in its growth, and
when it is finished. The scholar enters into his labours,
as the bee into its hive.

use,——8. There are indexes.

PART TIL

Trr rales by which our practice is to be guided are
these following.

1. To enter upon the work early in life : the sooner wo
begin the more we shall ealleel : musicians begin their notes
when they are children; but better late than never. 2. 'To
do it with judgment. The great question is, What to take,
and what to leave? and the best way of seitling it, is to luy
in good principles of truth, (happy are they, thrice happy,
that find them,) and to propose some scope, some objects, at
which we aim more partiendarly. 8. To do it continually
—the pen should be always in hand—no book so bad, said
Pliny, but some good to be found in it; und so observes
our Mr. Herbert, where he treats of a parson's knowledge.
Practice makes wll things easy, and skill will come with use




—read no h.ok quin eveerpas. 4. Extracts should consist
not of common, but of select things., 5. At times roview
and read over what you have written; no greater pleasure *
# man surveys his Inbours as he does the garden which
he has plauted, and sees how plants flonrish in their
proper borders. There is great profit in this, becanse
it transplants things from the book to the memory.
6. Always keep in view the end of your own studies—
The philologist fixes on one thing, the orator on another,
the physician on another, &e,, and the theologinm on some-
thing diffevent from them all.  He will be thinking of the
places, the peaple, the times, the wviees, errors, &c., with
which Tie is econcorned; if an improvement ocenrs, he will
note it as a thing snggested by the note he is taking.

The method. Every thing that is done well must be
done in some order. It was the method of Drexelius to
divide all his colleetions into three elasses, which he called
Lemmata, Adversaria, Historiea ; of these he had one title
for saered, another for profane; co in all he had six sort-
ments.  The first comprehended what related to virtues
and viees, and subjeets of conversation in common life;
the second, wise sayings and notable things, ancient rites
and customs; the third, exammples at large from history.
These were all referred to in three alphabetien]l indexes.
Every person may choose his own method, with a good
index pecommodated,  When Drexelins was asked by his
friend FFaustinns, how he could do so mneh as he had
done ? he answered, the year has 360 days, or 8,460 hours;
in so many hours great things may be done—uulla dies,
wulla hova sine linea—the slow tortoise made a long
journey by losing no fime. He had severnl choice sub-
jeets, for each of which he reserved a volume by itself,
and these he enlled works singularis industrie ; such were
his fies Nummaria, which contained the whole history of
money, aud the wealth of different ages and empires; and
Wis Lusus Urliani; his Epitome of Baronins, Livy, Tacitos,
Casar, the two Plinys, and many others; his philological
collection of worids and sentenees,

PART TIT.

Wiar anthors we onght to read. 1. Tvery anthor who
is the best in his way. 2. Such nuthors as suit best with
onr own genius. 3. The ancient writers are generally to
be preferved to modern,

How we ought fo read. 1. Not to affect that rambling
sort. of reading, which looks at every thing, but sticks to
nothing. 2. Toread an author through, from the beginning
to the end. 3. Not to rvesd cursorily, but with meditation
and steadiness. The rensons arve these. 1. Against ram-
bling. You must seitle somewhere before vou ean extract.
He that is always travelling, will have many lnndlords, but
few friends. Meats do not profit, unless they are vetained
in the stomaceh ; the wound will not heal, which is constantly
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interrupted with fresh applications: the plants will not
thrive which are too often transplanted. The squeamish
stomach 18 mmused with variety, and {astes of many things.
Many persons read, ns dogs drink out of the Nile, as they
run, and thevefora never profit mueh.  Not more than two
anthors should be studied at the smme time. And in all
authors three things are to be ohserved. 1. The matter or
subjecet, with the drift of his argnment. 2. The words, style,
and eonstruetion of his sentences. 3. The numbers, and
eadence; for not only poets, hut orators also consider the
harmony of their peviods, 1f the style of an anthor he
rongh, hobbling, and inharmonions, the veader is dis-
gusted.

The memory will receive great help from method nnd
imagination.  Method is almost everything in memorv—
ordo anima menorice.  Nothing s so irregolar in its
nature, but that method will reduce it to order, and make it
portable—omninm instar mihi ordo; withont it wo may s
well write on water or sand. It is not so eclear what he
means by imagination ; but 1 suppose it to be, the frequent
thinking of a thing over agnin in the mind, by which
menns it will be so fixed as never to depart.  As the mind
was made to contain great things, let it not be overloaded
with trifles.  Remember sin, to bewail it: kindness, to
veturn it; death, to preparve for it; merey, to hope for it;
wrath, to fear it; efernity, to despise the world, and all
tempornl things—so to pass through things temporal, ns not
to lose the things eternal.

CONCLUSION.

Tue improvement of our time is the first consideration
in human life, {or on time depends eternity, Nothing hut
time can moke o scholar or a divine; and he that makes the
most of it, by some such method as is here recommended,
is the wisest man.  Many never discover its valne till they
have lost it, and would give the whole world, if they had
it. to recover it aguin. T'he only lnudable avarice is that
of our time; of which there have been muany great exam-
ples.  Cato Uticensis made it his practice 1o earry a book
with him into the senate-house, that, instead of hearing
idle talk, he might vead till business begnn. Plato hud
Sophron, the poet of Syracuse, Inid at his pillow when he
was dying. Abbas Dorotheus had a book open while he
was enting, and by his bedside against he waked.  Bernard
snid, “ Let us talk this hour out: on this honr eternity may
depend.”  Beware of thieves, but especinlly of those wlho
rob you of your time, for which they can never muke you
any nmends.  Read, note, be vigilant, be aetive, stock your
memory ; let no hour or minute be without its nse. Magna
vite pars elabitur mali agentibus, mazima nihil agentibus,
tota alind agentibug, i. e., in doing what is nothing to the
purpose : Tearh us, good Lord, so to value our time, wnd
number our days, as to apply owr hearts unto wisdom.
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