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Presented to the Royal Society by Mrs Joan Bruford, 1949 \//

PETER HARRISSON (c 1791-1869)

Memorandum of a vovage to Van Diemen's Land 1822

Peter Harrisson arrived in V.D.L. via the Macclesfield on
8.9. 1822. He received a grant of 2000 acres at Oatlands,
lived at Grove House, Jericho, married Mary Lloyd Owen of
Jericho and died on 20 July 1869 aged 78.

1 Jourral or memorandum written by Peter Harrison concerning his
voyage to V.D.L. and his arrival there and entitled: !'Memorandums
of a voyage to Van Dieman's [sic] Land by Mr P. Harrissen, commenced
February 1st, and his arrival there “eptember 8th, with such observations
as may prove useful to future emigrants'.

The journal is written in the form of a letter to 'Charles' and
cocnteins lively memories of an urcemfortable voyage 'suesrage', cn
which two passengers were arrested for debt (one at Dover and one at
Cork, Ireland, by officers from Bow Street). In V.D.L., his
'general observations, Nov, 1822' include a favourable report of the
weather, the fertility of the soil and prospects for agriculture,
together with a note of prices of grants of land and specimens of
the certificates necessary, also a note of costs of equipment and
comments on types of sheep. Amongst other general advice he notes
the necessity for bachelors to learn to cook and make bread. He
also comments on the prospect of the establishment of a crimiral

court and supreme court and refers to life in Hobart, the appearance
of aborigines, etc.

(quarto notebook, 94 pp) RS.47/1

2 Typed copy of above, indexed. RS.47/2

(a second copy of the typescript was presented to the University Library,
and is in the Archives, ref.: H.14)
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