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Commonwealth of Australia 

Prime Minister 

July 8/5 

My dear Clark, 

Your own career achieved in the teeth of persistent and reckless misrepresentation 
enables you to feel with me in the painful position I occupy. Turner's 
contradiction of me as I have shown him is due to the fact that at the time of 
which he speaks he was so ill that his memory has become clouded and he has 
confused what took place there with what took place three months before. His 
withdrawal was not generous. I have proof of this but have hesitated to produce it 
as after all it brings in another member and a private conversation with Reid 
which the latter would probably deny. The bad impression made by this has been 
deepened of course by the fact that though nothing was further from my mind 
than taking office this year Reid's tactics forced me either to act at once or see a 
confused and futile election and a hopeless New House in which neither he nor 
anyone else can rule - Being for once entirely satisfied with what I have done I 
mind the calumnies less than usual though I realise how I did the right thing in 
what has proved to be a most unfortunate way. I am very grateful for the kind 
thought which prompted your gererous letter and for Mr Johnson's message for 
which please thank him. 

With kindest regards to you and yours 

your very truly 

Alfred Deakin 


