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NOTES ON THE JOURNAL OF
CAPTAIN CHARLES O’HARA BOOTH.

Sometime Commandant of Port Arthur,
By
R. W. Gmun, F.R.G.S, F.R.C.I.
Plate XI.
(Read 9th November, 1925.)
{Communicated by Sir Alfred Ashhbolt, Kt.)

A document of considerable importance has recently
been presented to the Royal Society of Tasmania under cir-
cumstances which are not without a touch of romance, Pep.
haps-it -would be more correct to say that a copy of part of
a very human document has been so made available for the
use of the Society. The original manuscript is the private
journal kept by Captain Charles (’Hara Booth, for some
yvears Commandant of the Penal Establishment at Port
Arthur, and afterwards Superintendent of the Queen’s Orphan
School, male and female, at New Town. (1)

Charles Booth was born on the 80th August, 1800, at
Basingstoke, Hampshire, where his parents occupied a house
of some importance in that neighbourhood. They were of
that class in England, of good family, which presented its
sons freely to the public services of the country, and was
able in many cases to advance the interests of the children
by the system of purchase in use in the Army of that day.
An elder brother was in the Navy when Charles Booth began
his military career, while a younger brother alse entered
that Service, and died as recently as 1898 with the rank of
Admiral.

The journal was begun on the 5th of July, 1815—Water-
loo .year—when the youth set out for India in the hope of
obtaining a commission in the Honourable East India Com-
pany’s service, Things moved slowly in those days; the ship
did not arrive at Caleutta till the 11th of January, 1816, and
no Ensigncy was forthcoming till the following September,
when he was appointed to the 53rd Regiment. Then fol-
lowed some years of service, but a rude shock came in"1819,

[ {1} Booth was appointed Superintendent of the Queen’s Orphan School
at New Town in 1B44: vide Gazelte of 16/3/1844. His appointment was
confirmed by the Iome authorities in Gazette of 24/1/1845, Booth re-
mained in charge until his death, which occurred on 11/8/1851.—Ed.]
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Mra. Charles O0’Hara Booth.
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when, with others, he was reduced to half-pay and compelled
«in low spirits” to return to England. On the way thither,
this also being a six months’ voyage (April to October), a
eall was made at St. Helena, the inevitable visit paid to
Longwood, and a reputed view of the fallen Emperor ob-
tained. In December of that year his brothéer James, home
on two days’ leave from his ship, mentioned that a Second
Lieutenant of the 21st Fusiliers wished to sell out. This
was too good a chance to be missed, and a month later Charles
Booth found himself an officer by purchase in that regi-
ment. In 1821 he was stationed at Demerara, in British
Guiana. It is uncertain how long he stayed there.

Now, an interesting feature of this journal is that the
writer used the right-hand page only when making his
chronological entries. When he came to the end of the
book, which was thus only half filled in, he turned it round
and wrote on the blank half of each opening, which had, of
course, now ‘become the right-hand page. For a certain
reason this has had rather a disastrous result from a Tas-
manian point of view, At some time someone has torn out
from the hook a number of pages. There is no apparent
reason for this action; it may have been that the period
so dealt with, April to December, 1826, covered a period
that it gave little pleasure to recall. Be that as it may,
the elimination of those pages had as a consequence a
serious gap in the rtecord of a later time, and the hiatus
created happened to be from March, 1835, two years after
Captain Booth became Commandant of Port Arthur, to Janu.
ary, 1836.

On their return from the West Indies the 21st Fusiliers
were stationed at Windsor. On the 20th June; 1827, Booth
writes, “Went to Ascot. His Majesty’s entry to the course
“one of the finest sights I ever witnessed—Iloudly cheered—
“preceded by the Prickers—women lovely-——and considerable
‘“shew—should have regretted greatly missing the proceed-
“ings.” In 1828 Bath was the headquarters, and later in
that year Fermoy in Ireland. It took several days’ marching
to reach the latter town from Waterford. Omne of those
marches, a_long and dreary one, caused the young Lieutenant
to become irritable; “Damn the fellow,” is the record in_ the
journal, “damn the fellow who invented Bearskin caps—par-
“ticularly 'in windy weather.”

The regiment was in Mullingar in 1829 and Kilkenny in
1830, On the 16th of September of the latter year came
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“the pleasing intelligence of Promotion by Purchase, thanks
“to good fortune, a generous parent, and' a dear sister. Paig
“200 above regulation.”

In 1831 the regiment was transferred to the Midlands,
On its march thither from Liverpoo! Booth’s detachment
stayed for some days at Warrington, in Lancashire. !The
diary record of the 20th of October, ‘1831, is noteworthy,
“After parade a party of us went on the railroad as far ag
“Newton by the ‘Mary’ steam coach, where it meets the
“great Manchester train. At times we went a 1 of a mile
“in 23 seconds. Waited to see the Manchester train, which is
“perfectly astonishing, and then returned.” The excursion
thus deseribed took place only six years after the first publie
railroad in England was opened, between Stockton and
Darlington. The seed sown that day in the writer’s mind
was to bear fruit in a humble way within another six years
in a remote corner of the Empire. It is reasonable to sup-
pose that the tramway between Long Bay and Norfolk Bay,
(2) projected and begun by the Commandant in 1836, owed
its origin to the experience gained in Lancashire,

A shock for the Fusiliers came in December, 1831, when
they heard that beyond doubt New South Wales was to be their
next station. Rumour was not far astray on this occasion.
In July, 1832, Captain Booth was at home on two months’
leave, before sailing for the Antipodes. An interesting entry
is that of the 2Tth of that month: “Went over to Odiham to
“see the arrangements of the Dinner toe the Poor in Com-
“memoration of the Passing of the ‘Reform Bill'—went off
“very well and arranged admirably.”

On the 15th of September, 1832, Captain Booth, with
his detachment, consisting of one Lieutenant, one Sergeant,
and 28 men, left Deptford in the Gloriana bound for Hobar.t.
Calling at Spithead they took conviets on board, but it was
not till the 16th of October that a real start was made. The
Lieutenant had to be left behind, being too ill for the journey.
The ship made a good voyage, making her landfall at Port
Davey on the 81st of January, 1833, anchoring that night
opposite Green Island in I’Entrecasteaux Channel, and ar-
riving at Hobart on the following afternoon.

The chief value of the journal as a Tasmanian historical
document now comes into view. Booth’s comments on pass-

—

[{2) Although all the timber, rails, ete., have decayed, the tourse of

thia railway can be traced plainly at the present day. The remains of the

earthworks can be seen at many places, clese to the road from Taranna

to' Long Bay—the" latter settlement being now known as” Onkwood, whilst
the township at Port WArthur is known ms Carnarvon.—Ed.]

1

BY R. W. GIBLIN, FRG.8, F.RCI 156

ing events are short and to ‘qhe point, mevertheless ’they
:Nill attract attention as affording a detail h'ere and there
of ways of life and of opinion about men in th?se days.
His first remarks on landing are: “Waited on His Excel-
aleney, the Lieut.-Governor, Col. Arthur, Strolled abouif the
siown, a place that evidently will be _befort'a long of cor}mder-
“gble size and consequence. Went off again to the ship, the
«grders being very strict here; find that we shall .not 1::e
#]gnded for several days-—nc Corps but t}}e 63rd in this
«Command at present—several good posts still kept up here
#__but the goldén days have fled.”

However, Booth’s luck was fairly good, fo_r within a menth
after his arrival the Governor appoix}ted h_1m ) Comma‘ndant
at Port Arthur, and he entered on a little kmgdom ':v%llch he
made all his own, as his journal sho“ts.;. _Wl?lle waiting for
the brig that was to take him and his junior, Ma:cgregor,
to the penal establishment, there were several functions and
social events for the officers. On the 28th oi: Fel’:rua?y a
field day was arranged im honour of Her Ma_]estys Bn_'th:
day. A déjeuné -at Governmen.t Hous.e surprised him:
“Apreeably astounded,” wrote the 1mpress1onab1.e Booth, who
was never able to resist a pretty face, “at the dis-play of t.h,e;
“Fair—a very nice party—but dispersed rather ear]y:
Arthur’s parties generaily came to an end. too soon f(_)r t.hls
sociable soldier man. Constantly this trait, this adm}ratlon
for the fair sex, peeps out in the journal (I have sa1d. that
this is a human document), but it was not allowed to inter-
fere with duty. .

That Booth was satisfied with his new post is shown by
his entry on the 16th of March, after hif; arrival at t.be
Settlement: “Took over the command—quite pleased ‘xlth
“my charge,” and on the following day he. wrote: “St.
“Patrick’s Day—Lowes and Detachment came in frol.n Mac-
“gregor’s post (at Eagle Hawk Neck), all dined with me,
“and embarked, leaving me in Command of a very snug
“(though responsible) post.”

In that spirit Captain Booth toock over charge ar}_d
entered upon those héavy duties which were to try all 1";15
powers and to undermine his constitution before he relin-
quished hiz command eleven years laté.r. Port Arthur was
only in its third year as a Settlement wheun 'he ﬁrstjweyt_
there, and an enormous amount of constructive work s!;lll
remained to be carried out to bring it to that state o.f polish
and perfection as an ideal establishment for the pu‘r__nshment
and correction of offenders that he so strongly desired and
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aimed at. There is one thing that this newly appointeq
official must have made up his mind about, without Mmenta)
reservations of any kind. He determined that he would
never be found wanting in the way of persenal exertiong,
physical and mental, but especially the former. Hard work
he expected from others, those others being the free apg
the bond, guardians and guarded, who were his subjects,
but then he was himself prepared to give his own harg
work, fiercely hard work, to the good cause, the maintenance
of absolute order and strict discipline.
* * * n &

It may not be amiss to digress here for a moment op
two in order to glance at the manners, tendencies, and
thoughts of the period when this soldier-commandant took
over control of his post. The Reform Act had just been
passed. That in itself marked a change in spirit compared
with the previous century. Men were proposing to them-
selves to think in a more kindly way about their fellows
and to act towards them in a more tolerant fashion. T refer
to the governing classes, those in whose charge, to a great
extent, hung the welfare, the health, the chance for any
happiness in life, of the masses of the people. The harsh,
cruel age of the previous hundred years had been found to
be all wrong, unrighteous in fact. But laws and habits are
not to be changed all at once, and those brought up during
the first years of the 19th century could not be expected
to alter their modes of thought and action in a moment,
To invert an old saying: “Nobody becomes utterly benevolent
“all at once,” and public opinion prefers steady rather than
rapid progress, knowing that reformers may be very un-
serupulous at times. Least of all was it to be expected that
the system of punishing those convieted of Erimes, in prison
ships, houses of correction or penal establishments, would bg
altered with ill-considered haste. Nevertheless the preaching
of Wesley, the books of Howard the philanthropist, and the
work of Wilberforce and of Mrs. Elizabeth Fry, were be-
ginning to have their effect. These influences began to
moedify the ideas even of Yegislators, and the law which in
1827 made the use of man-traps and spring-guns illegal
affords one proof of the working of a more liberal spirit.
One historian, referring to a certain statesman’s efforts to-
wards reform, puts it thus: “Peel will be remembered for
“many salutary changes during his tenure of the Home
“Office (1822-1827, 1828-1830). He reformed the eriminal
“code (especially by drastically reducing the 200 offences for
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wyhich eapital punishment could bt? inﬁictec.l),.and.crimina;
nprocedurE; systematised the functions o.f Juries; improve

wthe condition. of the gaols; and es.tabhshed in London a..
epew police force.”  The same writer remarks later on:
wThe growth of a new feeling 'of _reﬂnement was shown
#in the passing of an Act (carried in 1833 anc! two years
ugtterwards extended to the whole county?, which made it
«illegal to drive any ox or cattle, or to bait any :null, boz?r,
whadger, or other animal, or to fight cocks within 5 miles
«of Temple Bar.”

Thus we see that in that first part of the ninet_eenth
century the dingy figure of Justice had been subjected
in England to a spring cleaning, and the bandage over her
eyes, intended to blindfold her, rendered more effective for
that purpose. We may be proud of the.fact that the
process has continued, but with increased vigour.

E S - L * *

It was at such a time, then, that. Caplfain Booth took
command at Port Arthur. His trainlng,. llke_th_at. of -the
Lieut.-Governor, had made him a strict dlsclpl.manan,
and a perusal of his journal will, I am sure, convince the
reader that here was a firm, perhaps even a stern official, one
determined to carry out his duties without departure from
the rules and regulations fixed by the system. In other
words, the Commandant was a servant of the system, and
he felt it his duty to bend all others to the same code.
It seems certain, however, that if he was cc_)mpelled to.be
harsh in his treatment, he was equally desirous of bel'ng
just under the terms and conditions of the system. Like
Dr. Temple (3) and the schoolboy, if Booth appeared to the
prisoners as a “beast,” he was a “just bef'a.st.’.’ The con-
ditions under which they were expected to 111.re in the penal
establishment were made known to the convu:!:s. The con-
sequences of departure from rules were explained to thgm.
If they chose to err, then punishment, severe and str.lct,
but according to the law, would certainly follow. Noiiwlth-
standing this, my own impression is that B()Otl"l was as kmc_l to
the unfortunate beings in his charge as it was possible
for him to be.

To make himself a complete master of the situatio?l
the Commandant set himself to work to learn every detfnl
about the geography of the peninsula. Not antent with
making a complete circuit by land, he took journeys by

{8) Afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury.
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water in a whale-boat from the Settlement round Tagmay
Island to Eagle Hawk Neck, and from Wedge Bay roungd
Cape Raoul to the Settlement. One land journey along
the shore from Fortescue Bay to Eagle Hawk Neck, in 1834,
is. described at some length. It took four -days to accom.
plish, and the party of three (it included the Doctor from
the Bettlement} was nearly exhausted from starvation whey
it reached the Blow-hole and “nearly eat Macgregor out of
“House” at the Neck. The characteristic entries are ag
follows: “Found three parties had heen sent out in all diree.
“tions, with provisions, as we were given up—it affordeq
“me very infinite pleasure to see the interest that our
“situation had excited—even to the most depraved of the
“Prisoners,” and again—“Found a number of gaol-birds,
“but from the general good feeling evinced by the Prisoners
“I gave them all a Benrefit—not after the usual manner. [
“omitted to mention that this last expedition completed my
“tour of the Peninsula, ‘per terrd et mare’.”

The journal is in the main one leng string of records of
movement between the Settlement and outstations. In
November, 1834, he felt so fit from the exercise of long
inspection walks that he proudly recorded, after a 50-mile
trip: “Open to the world for a cool £50 to go on foot the
“distance of 50 miles, within 12 successive hours.”

‘When, after some years, roads were improved, a riding
horse was kept for some sections of the rounds, but walking
continued to be the principal means of locomotion. A
twelve-hour day must have been the average working day
for the Commandant ‘when on tour. It is evident, however,
that he was not. a good bushman; once off the track he
seemed to lose direction, and he had several escapes from
being lost. One such occasion will be referred to later.

A feature that will strike a reader of this journal
is the choice made of deseriptive expression. The writer
preferred to use picturesque terms to express himself, if
such could be found. The following are some instances:
“Piscatorising with the Seine” means, of course, “fishing.”
“A Brace of Lads off for a Slaunt” signified the absconding
of two convicts. “Walked into the Bowels of the Earth”
was his expression for descending one of the coal mines
started in his time (May, 1823). “Ration’d at the Com-
“missariat” was his way of noting down that he had dined
with the Assistant Commissary and his wife. “To operate
“on flint and steel” pictured the lighting of a fire. In re-

!
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ferring to punishment for some offence hfa wrote “Visited
«whem with appropriate rewards for their con'duct.” A
«peruke,” by a play on words, indicated an official rebuke.
This method of clothing the ordinary occurrences of a some-
what monotonous life of routine was probably_ resqrted to in
order to give a little colour, a something of variety in thought
and word, to what might otherwise have seemed t.o the
writer “a bald and uninteresting narrative.” On.e is_re-
minded of & person in a very different sphere of action, Dick
gwiveller, who, as Charles Dickens has told us, “sought the
ugowny,” while others merely went to bed, and who *had
#gome of the rosy,” when his friends indulged in Wi'nf%.
That this officer of Fusiliers had a liking for poetry is
<hown by numervus extracts admired sufficiently to be
copied into the journal, and there are indications that some
verses were of his own composition.

Captain Booth could enjoy conviviality on certain
oceasions, but it must not be carried to excess, and he would
express in his notes playful disapproval of any :]fzck of
restraint on the part of his associates. Opportunities for
hospitality were more frequent than one Ymuld 'hjcwe ex-
pected, considering that Port Arthur frc_on} its posxtlon. and
its purpose was not easy of access. Visits of the Lieut.-
Governors, Colonel Arthur and Sir John Franklin, are de-
seribed, and the Commandant has recorded with justifiable
satisfaction the praise expressed by those officials for the
results obtained by his measures and by his efficient methods
of control. Perhaps he enjoyed most of all having as guests
brother-officers from the troops slationed at Hobart. But
even on such occasions attention to regula!:ions had to be
observed, as the following entry shows: “22nd March, 1834.
«Introducing Wharton (4 and La Motte to the Worl:: Shops
“__great difficulty in preventing the Rules being digressed
“(a prisoner being at large, no shooting allowed).”

This intense determination to have the machinery of
the system run smoothly and with the regularity of ﬁn.e.st
clockwork was bound to have its reactions when something
occurred to disturb the balance. Here are three consecu-
tive entries which should not be missed:

“2gth Jan. 1837. Received communication enough to
“hreak my heart after all my efforts.”

«g1st Jan. Heartbroken and miserable.”

(4) Wharton was afterwards drowned at the mouth of Little Swan
Port, July, 1837.
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“Ist Febh. M

¥ poor heart a little relieved, but
“harassed.”

still great]y
Now these might be taken

man desolated by a deep personal loss, such as the death

a beloved one. What, then, are they in reality? In the caOf
of Captain Booth, with his mercurial temperament arfg
passionate ardour, they express his grief—and it ig ver
personal—because two convicts had broken through the su ¥
posedly rigid barriers, natural and artificial, surroundilfg-

the penitentiary, and had succeeded in getting away tq th
mainland, ¢

as cries from the soul of

Booth could appreciate an
ministers of religion for the be
as the following items,

d encourage the efforts of

nefit of those in hig charge,

in characteristic vein, wil] show..

“25th Nov., 1833. Cutter Shamrock came in with Messrs,
“Backhouse & Walker, Quakers, travelling with authority
“to visit different establishments; provoked them to take.
“up their quarters with me—afier Breakfast danced them
“through the Settlement and up to Mt. Arthur,

“26th. Suspicious looking morning,
“ventured with my companions ¢f the
“to visit Eagle Hawk Neck—egot there
“drenched—made a good blow out and ea

“2Tth. Friend Backhou
“course to the Prisoners—
“tbat purpose.

“28th. Went to the Chasm Near the Bluff—got back
“Just in time for dinmer. Friends Walker and Backhouse
“took leave—rather Pleased with them,”

but notwithstanding
Society of Friends
about 11 am., well
me back.

se delivered a very good Dis-
no labour this afternoon for

It is of interest to note that . W. Walker, describing
that visit in his Journal (Life and Labours of G. W. Wal.
ker), makes this comment: “The system now adopted af
“Port Arthur, notwithstanding its severity, leaves a door
“open for the deserving, or those who evince a disposition
“to conform to the regulations of the establishment.”

The foliowing entries, referring to the visit of another
minister, must not be omitted.

“30th Sept., 1836. Dr. Browning arrived from Town.

“lst Oct, Dr. B. addressed the Prisoners at considerable
“length and to the burpose.

“2nd. Oct. Service by Dr. B.
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. visited Point Puer and catechised, etF.

w4th SiCt;heDli;r?soners again this afterm.)on. G.ot ’1’115
upddress icked whilst at Settlement School this evening.

“pOCket . 1d seem, therefore, that the Doctor’s discourse
: It tzvol?ave due,eﬂ’ect on one at least of his hearel:s.

taied fficient has been said to prove the value 0:@ the jour-

aiua :ecord of service, but I should like to mention several

nel which, though no doubt well marked in official docu-
5 )

jtem : f the period, might properly
even in the Press o

mer'l;ilsggd in this sketch of Captain Booth’s personal notes

be i

is i ” he mentions that on the 25th of
of h}s ;ggzefileg;ﬁ?('}ov;rr}rl;i Arthur laid the foundation- stone
Apcl, Chu,rch at Port Arthur. On the 26th of July, in the
of the‘ vear, he writes that the first Service‘ took .place
:E0110W111§ew C'hurch, although this was not quite finished.
in}1th]§'3€ailroad between Long Bay and No_rfolk Bay, a wgrk
The sted by him, has already been mentioned. Concermnﬁ
suggg 1 Mines, which were first opened out and de_vrflope
the B:jth a g;od deal is written. Innumerable v1s.1ts‘to
b}}; e wer’e paid by him. Then telegraphic co;nmurpcatmn
: i; Hobart by Semaphore was established durmg‘ his com-
;]and This required genuine hard bush Worl(:l, W};;cli;n%oct:lt-ll;

. man to delegate to others, in order

;?159 lil)zztt};fnited for the purpose. He appears to have be:ein
keenly interested in Steganography, and I bellleve that a code
of his own invention was used for the signals.

We now come to what must hav.e been th,e rqost tc;lrnble,
the most trying episode of Captain Booth's ’hfe['! t.e 1;:;—
perience he had when “bushed” on Forestier’s I;.pmstes.
This deplorable adventure happened in May, 1838. 1 rlls nforom,,
no doubt written after the event, and when recover; gion o
the effects of exposure and hunger, §hpw some cc;? u254th 2
to the dates, but that is not surprising. Qn ;.e th ot
May he started out from the Settlement Wl:chB is lz’;attin
dogs to visit the Whaling Station at Blac‘kman s Bay. ‘tﬁ hingl
as far as the Sounds, he and the convict servant :in pim
“hivouac’d” in the bush. On the 25th, aft_er the O]g)s ha
hunted a kangaroo, the two men lost their wayl. t: ei
this day the servant managed, perhaps purpose y(,i Boogth
separated from his master, Food was ﬁr_nshed,_ an s Was,‘
not & good bushman, found himself in dlfﬁcultles_ aau'll1 2
compelled to camp in a swamp. Ag rain had se}t; m.t sagon
unable to light a fire, and being lightly clafi the 1511 fon
was gerious. Then followed two days of misery, his s].nth
becoming worse and worse from lack of food and warmth,
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the nights at that time of the year being extremel

He hardly expected to survive through the night 3(rme]d'
27th. On the 28th his condition was pitiable; he had lthe
the use of hig, feet and his hands, and having been with o
food.for fully three days 'his strength had given out o
he did manage with a supreme effort to crawl down a, }f'Et
and to extricate himself from the depths of the dense b o
he had oceupied the previous day. At noon be heard ish
shots and a bugle, and at three o’clock that afternoongl]l;n
wasrfoun'd by one of the numerous rescue parties that :
searching the peninsula in all directions. were

. In reality he owed his escape from death to his
which had stuck to him all the time, and whén the Tese
p‘arty came in sight attracted its attention. It was im -
sible to move the sufferer that night, so he was made as CPOS-
fortable as possible in a sheltered spot. Next day a li;;m-
was Iobt.ained from Dr. Imlay’s hut at Lagoon Bay aboei
t)hree miles away, and he was carried there. He w:as th.c]e1
transported by boat to East Bay Neck, and by another b I11;
to Norfolk Bay, and so by the tram-line to the Settlement.a

Captain Booth finished his record of this event with
.‘t‘hese_ words: “Altogether I received such marks of good
“feelmg towards me and generosity of Heart—that words
‘;c‘:m scarcely express my feelings, and when the bustle sub-
“51ded and I was once again reclined in my humble apart-
“ments Wwere th.ese feelings less exhibited by my faithful
V“serv.rant and his family—whose anxieties had been very
“grfeat. The good feeling also represented to have been
“eV{denced by the Prisoners and wretched little Boys at
_“Pml}t Puer also speaks greatly in bebalf of their still pos-
“seslsmg some latt.an't sparks of pood—which, if only worked
‘“‘on firmly and rigidly, yet kindly—much good, it is to be
hoped, may be done.”

It is worthy of note that Lady Franklin, in
to .her sister, dated the 21st .Tune,y 1838, and’ onéao::fEt:;:
series. that has lately come into the possession of the Royal
Society, makes this reference to the episode:—

y “On the evening F’f the ball news was brought up from
“.Port Arthur (a penal settle_me_nt of great interest and
“}mportance) th!t Ca!ptain Booth, its Commandant, had been
: our days missing in the Bugh, and it was supposed had
l“perls.hed- Thc_a two Military Officers under him, stationed
“at different O}Jtposts of the settlement, were on leave of
“absence for different reasons, and that night at the ball
so that the settlement (containing a large number of con-’

dogs,

*

)
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uyiots of the worst description with only 50 soldiers to
sggntrol them) was left without any head except that of a
wgergeant and a Deputy Commissary, the former having the
ugole command of the troops. Great was the consternation
“this news occasioned, not only on account of the extra-
agrdinary merit of Capt. Booth, but on account of the prob-
ugbility of the convicts rising en masge under such favour-
s#sble circumstances; our early disappearance from the ball
iwag attributed to this circumstance, for rumours of the
wdigappearance of Capt. Booth had been conveyed to his
“#junior officers at the ball room in some pencil lines written
«prom the settlement, before the telegraphic notice, or any
s#gther, had reached Sir John’s ear.

#The two young officers were sent for from the ballroom
#__the Colonial schooner was ordered to prepare for sailing
ugt dawn of day—and these, another officer with a rein-
wforeement of 30 soldiers, and buglemen for the bush, were
«dispatched on board of her. The next morning the Tele-
“graph said that Capt. Booth was found, without stating
awhether dead or alive, and in this ignorance, but with
wevery hope of his being safe, the Conway frigate {fresh or
“jpded from the ballroom) set sail for Sydney, proposing to
“put inte Port Arthur on her way. In the course of the
“day we learnt to our great delight that Captain Booth
shad been found aljve in the bush, where he had lost his way
“apart from his convict companion, who, having heen pun-
wished a few days before, it was suspected had murdered
“pim. He was frost bitten and deplorably weak, having
“heen without food or drink for four days, unable to fire his
“pistols, or to answer the coo-ies (the usual bush ery) or the
“hugles which occasionally reached his ear. His Kangaroo
“dogs, which were his faithful companions, acted for him,
“they heard and answered the bugles, and brought the pur-
“suers to the rescue.

«giy John has laid a strict injunction, or, rather, com-
“mand on Capt. Booth never to go into the bush again un-
“accompanied by an orderly to watch his footsteps; for, what
“with his daring, fearless nature, and his absence of mind,
“which is always at work upon the interests of the settla-
“ment (wherever he may be in the body), this is the third
“gr fourth time the same accident has happened to him.”

I do not know to what extent Capt. Booth carried out
the injunction so considerately laid on him for his own sake
by Sir John Franklin. We may. safely assume that after
such an experience he would take far greater care in future
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expeditions, and this for ancther reason than the Gov
command, namely, the influence and will of a still
authority.

ernor’s
highel-

The journal closes abruptly on the 29th of August, 1833
but the last pages describe a visit to Hobart, and it Was:
during those few days that he became engaged to be marriegd,
(5) T think we may close this review with a final extract
that of 8th of August. “Had a most delightful ride as fa;
“as O’Brien’s Bridge, escorting L. Once bappy in my life,
“Came across Sir John; obliged him to side for it, a capitg]
“old fellow. Dined at Government House.”

* ® * * *

It only remains now to relate how it came about that
Extracts from Captain Booth’s journal were made avail
able for the Royal Society. I have given elsewhere (6 an
outline of the occurrence, but as, for certain good reasong,
no names whatever were then mentioned, the story here get
forth is new in the sense that it is now furnished with the
details that properly belong to it. It will be admitted, T
think, that it is not lacking in that touch of the romantie
which manifests itself for our benefit and our enjoyment
when the present and the past, each with its own ideas ang
impulsicns, are brought into association. Iluminating the
present little instance of the brocess, there is the thought
that it is what we ourselves bring to our studies of the

past that to some extent secures for us the fascination we
find in them.

One day in the summer of 1923 Major J. A. Richmond,
formerly of the South Staffordshire Regiment, who fought
in East Africa in the Great War, was seated in his Club in
Pall Mall. He was turning over the pages of an illustratgd
paper, when he came across the picture of a ruined church.
It was the church at Port Arthur. It flashed across his
mind that he knew something about that building, for the
laying of its foundation stone was referred to in his great-
uncle’s diary. This journal had only come into his possession
a couple of years before, having been bequeathed to him
by his great-uncle’s daughter, Miss Amelia Patricia Booth,
(7} who was born at Port Arthur on the 25th of August, 1839.

v _L{5) Captain Booth married Miss Elizabeth Charlotte Eagle at Hobart
on 20/11/1838.—Ed. ]

(6) United Empire, December, 19283,

{{7) Miss Booth visited Tasmania in 18089, and upon her return to
England she sent out to the Society the Sigual Book compiled by and used by
Captain Booth at Port Arthur.—Ed.]
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ghe had died in September, 1920, and although he had been
too busy to study the book closely he had skimmed through
it, and remembered the reference to the church,

¢l

Then Major Richmond began to eonsider. The journal
was, of course, a private family record. There were parts
of it which were of a purely personal nature. But other
parts, those, for instance, dealing with t_‘.he years spent as a
Commandant at Port Arthur, surely might be of some_hls-
torical value for all in Tasmania who cared 1_50r such things.
At any rate, it should be easy te find out if t1_1at was 0.
Thereupon Major Richmond went to the Tasmanian Govern-
ment Office and offered to lend the book. to the Agen.t—
General in order that any sections of it relating to Tasme?:nla
might be copied out, This opportunity was eagerly se}zed
by Mr. Ashbolt, who saw at once that such a v.vork m'lght
contain quite important matter, and that the Izrwate views
of an official placed in a very responsible position would be
a4 welcome and useful supplement to the public documents
of the period covered by the diary, that is, from 1832 to
1838. There was another feature of the case that attractfad,
one might almost say, excited, the Agent-General. Major
Richmond’s proposition nearly coincided with the very ha.nd-
some donation of Franklin Papers, the second o‘f its km(.i,
made by Mr. W. F. Rawnsley to the Royal Society, This
feeling was enhanced, when it-was noticed, as happene‘d at
once, that in one of Lady Franklin's letters to her sister
there was a reference to Capt. Booth, What sh.e had to say
about him hasz already been stated. Major Richmond was
pleased to have the copy of that letter, which was offered to
him.

Following in Mr. Rawnsley’'s footsteps, the owner of the
journal desired that any exiracts taken from it should be
presented to the Royal Society. It fell to the lot of the
writer of these “Notes” to make those extracts, and as he
read the whole diary and received permission from Major
Richmond to utilise any passages and episodes in it other
than those associated with Tasmania, it will be easily under-
stood how and why the “Notes” came to be written.
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE XI.

Figure 1.

Mrs. Charles O’Hara Booth (formerly Miss Elizabety
Charlotte Eagle).

Figure 2.

Captain Charles O'Hara Booth, 21st R.N.B. Fusilierg,
Photograph taken from il painting in the Tasmanian
Museum. On the back is written, “Capt. Booth, 21st R.N.B,

“Fusiliers, Painted 1836 by T. J. Lempriere, Dept. Assigt
“Coms. Gen.”

Apparently both portraits were painted by Mr. Lempriere
at Port Arthur, Capt. Booth in 1836, and Mrs. Booth at a
later date. The paintings are the property of Mr. Bernarq
Walpole, who placed them on loan for exhibition in the
Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery.




