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Locality:

Lawrence Vale, Launceston.

January, 1926.

Field Notes: Myandra bicincta is often found in com.
pany with the small black ants (Camponotus nigriceps,
Smith), and to these it bears a superficial resemblance, when
running quickly here and there in the sunshine on a garden
path.
Types: The type specimens of spiders described in the
above paper and also of those described in my previous
paper (10) will be placed in the Queen Victoria Museum,
Launceston.
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STUDIES IN TASMANIAN CETACEA.
PART V.

A-lesoplodon layardi, Gray.
By
H. H. SCOTT, Curatqr of Queen Victoria Museum,
Launcel:'ton,
and
CLIVE LORD, F.L.S., Director of the Tasmanian Museum,
· ·
Hobart. ·
(Read 11th October, 1926.)
HISTORY.
The ,specimen under review was secured in Recherche
Bay, D'Entrecasteaux Channel, during the winter of 1925,
by Mr. H. Smith, and later the skeleton was obtained .and has
been articulated for the T;asmanian Museum collection. (T.:i.:;.
manian Museum Coli. No~ D.751.)
'
THE GENUS AND SPECIES.
As E. R. Waite has published in the Records of the
South Australian Museum (1) a detailed description of a
young male M esoplodon layarili, and as 'the present specimen
appears to be fully adult, it will be ;a useful comparison
tD construct our tables in terms of hi's; but, before doing
so, attention is directed to the following notes upon the
skull.
SKULL.
The skull, which is not quite intact, is 830 mm. long
and 300 mm. wide at the sq'uamosal regions. Its height from
the par-occipitals to the vertex is 370 mm.
The narial
basin is 125 mm. wide and 112 mm. long, the limit in this
direction being the actual bony depression which terminates at a line drawn across the two foramina.
N arial asymmetry is not strongly marked, but ·standing behind the
skull it can be noted that the right nasal aperture is slightl.v·
larger than the left.
The mesorostral is completely os<:;ified, the palatines, vomer, maxilla, and inter-maxilla havi..1g
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all united to form a solid bony IJJeak.
For 25 mm. in fr~ntt
of the narial basin there is a pit containing (2) perfectly
hard, fenestrated bone, (apparently the last remains of ethmoidal cells. In front of this the ossified mesorostral takes
origin, and for the first 50 mm. of its length develops in
the form of a groove 18 mm. wide, and manifests the minor
asymmetry of the individual skull. For the next 75 mm. the
bone contracts to about 8 mm.
Thence, for the next 80
mm., it gradually expands to a maximum of 12 mm. and lastly, for the next 230 mm., although retaining it:;
width, it merges into the surrounding bones in an elongate,'}
area of depression.
The present skull at its apex, namely,
the common meetilllg place of the ·srupra-occipital, the maxilh,
inter-maxilla, nasals, and frontals, the whole of the bone
is shattered by shot, dozens of which are still embedded in
the bone.
Measurements of the girth of the beak, at points indicated above, give the following data:Girth
Girth
Girth
Girth

at
at
at
at

junction of area two and three . .
junction of area three and four . .
junction of area four and five . .
junction of area five and six . . . .

260
187
176
117

mm.
mm.

rum.
mm.

Tasmanian
Whale.

Extreme length of Cranium . . . .
.. ..

853 mm.

830 mm., incomplete.

Length of rostrum tip to
antorbital notches . . . .

574 n'm.

560 mm., ditto.

Ti-p of rostrum to end of
palate . . . . • • . . . .

678 mm..

600 mm., mutilated at
both ends.

338 mm.

370 mm.

Breadth across orbits

328

Breadth at squamosals

256 mm.

300 mm., right side is
mutilated.
315 mm.

at
Breadth
notches ..

197 mm.

200 mm.

68 rum.

49 mm.

Breadth across condyles

115 rum.

110 mm.

Premaxilla greatest width
·behind anterior nares

156 mm.

no data (shot away).

Least width opposite anterior nares1· . . . . . .

110 mm.

118 mm.

Greatest width in front of
anterior nares . . . .

111 mm.

122 mm.

Width of anterior nares

50 rum.

53 nrm.

Length of tympanic

44 mm.

52 mm.

Width of tympanic

30 mm.

30 mm.

Length of ramus ..

742 mm .

no data, mutilated.

Length of symphysis

166 mm.

280 mm.

Height of ramus ..

113 mm.

120 rum.

ffili.1.

antorbital

Altho"J.gh fully adult, the rostral groves are strongly in
evidence, and apparently would be so throughout life.

COMPARATIVE MEASUREMENTS.
Specimen described
by Waite.

Tasmanian
Whale.

Height vertex to pterygoids . . . . . . . . . .

Breadth in middle of rostrum . . . . . . . .

At the ibase of the skull the pterygoids are mutilated
and except for a .small moiety upon the right side the malars
are missing-the fragment shows that at 40 mm. from its
gomphosial origin it w.as only 2! mm. in diameter.
The
mandibular symphysis is 280 mm. long, and a width betwe~n
the posterior .sumr,nit of the two teeth of 70 mm., the least
.:anterior width being 35 mm. The teeth are 90 mm. long, and
:rise 35- mm. above the alveolar ridge. They are situated 210
mm. from the tip of the united -rami. The coronoid is too
mutilated to supply much evidence-apparently its depth was
about 120 rum.

Item.

Specimen described
by Waite.

Item

89

VERTEBRJE.
The S!pecies is usually accredited with 48 vertelbrre, 46
are present and the l.ast two or more caudals are missing.
The cervicals show the last three auite free, and upon maceration a fourth may become detached, but the remainder are
firmly ankylosed into a solid blcck.
The vertebral formula
w,as apparently:-C.7, D.10, L.ll, Ca.20. Total, 48.

,
I

r''
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T,~e largest lumbar gave the following data:-

Centrum, 95 mm. wide x 85 mm. high.
L~ngth of body, 118 mm.

TWO HYDROMEDUSOID RECORDS FOR TASMANIA.

Across diapophyses, 260 mm.
Gre~test height, 38£j mm.
·width of E,pine, 130 mm.

By
PROFESSOR

LITERATURE CITED.
Tyvo Ziphoid Whales not previ~
ously recorded for South Australia.
Rec.
South Aus. Mus., Vol. 2, No.2, 1922. Pages 209
et seq.

(2) Review of the Cetacea of the New Zealand Seas.

.

R. B. Oliver, F.L.S., F.G.S.

(3) A Book of Whales.

ByW,

F. E. Beddard, M.A., F.R.S., 1900.

THOMSON

FLYNN.

(Communicated by L. Redway.)

The rest of the skeleton conforms to published
accounts, and is available for detailed study if needed.

(1) E. R. Wait~. F.L.S.

T.

(Read 11th October, 1926.)
Some .plankton originally obtained from D'Entrecasteaux Channel, Tasniania (October, 1921), has been subjected re~ently to examination, one of the results being
the ·diocovery of two species of the Genus Eutima (Leptomedusre, Eucopidre) which can now be recorded for .Tasmania.
One of these proves to be Eutima pretiosa, Haeckel,
described in the System der M edusen in 1879.
I ha~e n~t
seen the original description, but a summary of the specific
characters is given by Mayer in The Jfedusre of the
World, Vol. II.
.
The locality given by Haeckel is "off the coast c.i
Apparently i~ has not been record~d ~ince
1879.
The ~€cond specimen is even more interesting in that
it appears to be specifically identical with Eutima elepha::;,
Ha~ke~,· found originally at Heligoland in 1854 (System
de1· ·-l'vfedusen, 1879).

"A~stralia."

Mayer says that an apparently ideptical medus.a appeal's
each year at Tortugas, Florida, in July.
Our Tasmanian species appears to cagree in every structural feature with the species described by Maye~. ,
While it may be que~tioned whether it is possible for
one specie-s to have such an extensive geographical range,
the apparent identity of structur.al features compels the
inclusion of this Tasmanian form in the species elephas.
In neither case was the colour of the medusa recorded.
MaYer states that the hydroid stage of the-se medusre is
Campanopsis.
Mr. E. A. Briggs, of the University of
Sydney, a well-known :authority en the Australian Hydrozoa,
informs me (in litt.) that this latter genus has n'ot been
recorded from Australia.

