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by Trevor R .  Lee 

Geography Dep artment , o f  'Tasman i a

The p opul at i ons o f  wi s ctt on Tasman i a f s  Wes t Co as t  arc c:har[;�ct e r i s e d  
by h i gh and Tas L1an i a  as 
a who l e . The migrati on abs ence  of eJ  
c l e ar imb cl 1 ances  � The s e  i mb o. l anc':es , IrJ i th the 
Coas t s e t t l ements and the i r  re l at ive l ack of s f: l'vi ces  and amen i t i e s ; create (1 number 
of prob l ems for the commun i t y  inc luding abour turnover and a.n apparent inab i l i ty 
to  b as i c  communi ty faci l i. t i es . 

I NTRODUCTI ON 

I n  any region , d i s t i n c t i v e  e l ement s  of t1,e area ' s  geograph i c  and economi c 
b as e  may b e  refl e ct e d  i n  the s o c i a l  and s t ructure of the popul at i on . The 
popu l a t i ons  of towns and c i t i es at di ffenmt l eve l s  o f  the urb an may b e  
ch aracte r i s e d  by  b as i c  di fferences in 
examp l e , l arge of 
s o c i o - e conomi c ,  s ma l l  
towns Iv i t11 b as i cal ly functions - the t ouri s t  
mining , tlvj admlni s tTative centre and s o  o n  - a l s o  rlemo -

and s o ci a l  s t ructures whi ch r'efl e ct fun c t i on , s i z e  "mel l o c at i on . 

1118 Wes t  Coas t  r e g i on o f  TasmanIa  1 s  charactf-;:ri s e o  b y  towns and s e t t l ements b as e d  
o n  a s in g l e o r  e coJlomi c 
s e t t l ement on the Wes t  Coas t , continues 
and ot1,eY'  e conomi c act ivi t i e s  inc luding 

Mining ; the 
to dominate the 

and 

force behind e arl y 
e conomi c b a s e  of t h e  region ; 
manufac t uring , are poorly 

and h ave l i t t l e  p o t ent i a l  for growth . 

o f  a mining tovrn inherits  a s t rong l egacy from the  p i oneering
for anluous \\Tork and h ard The mining 

s e t t l ement s  thems e l ve s  are s een 
of tilC 1  r s o c i a l  Chal"rlcte r i s t i cs 

,,1S conpany to'dIlS :; oveT'w1�j e lmingly  homogeneuus in terms 
and the s t ru.ctuI�8 of thei r  atlons . Y oung , 

mas cu l ine  and a as norms . 'nl i s  
o f  the Wes t  Coas t

a68 - s tructuT0 . determine to what e x tent the Wes t Coas t  I S  
and 

di s t inctivG i n  til e TasJ:ln.ni al1 contnxt :J and v.lnetheT tl1 e T e  a r e  any i s sues  
whi ch a-ri s e  from d i s t inct ive e l ements  o f  the  popu l at i on s tructure of the region , or 
from s o c i  a1  and imb a l ances . 

TRENDS I N  WEST C OAST SETT LEMENTS 

His tori c a l J.y ,  the twen t ieth c entury has s een a d e cl ine , b oth ab s o l ut e  and re l at i  va , 
of the Wes t  Coast ' s ro l e  i n  t h e  overal l pattern o f  s e t t l ement i n  Tasmani a .  I n  1 9 7 1 , 
t11e i'les t e rll Stati s t i cal Divi s i on ( comp r i s ing the o f  Gormans ton , Queens -
town , St rah an , Haratah and Zeehan)  cont ained 1 2 , �:l 6 8  p e op I e , s ome 3 . 2  per  cent o f  the 
State tot a l . Thi s  is l e s s  thall h a l f  o f  the peak p opu l at i on o f  the West  C oas t , e s timate d  
b y  B l ainey ( 1 95 4 )  t o  b e  a round 2 5 , 000  (or one - s eventh of Tasman i a ' s  total )  j us t  b e fore 
the turn of the century . By 1 9 0 1  the popu l at i on of the West  Coas t had fal l en to 1 9 , 00 0  
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in response t o  a co l l apse  in met a l  pri ces , and by 1 9 1 1  i t  h ad fal l en s t i l l  further to 
1 5 , 000 , o r  a lmos t 8 per  cent o f  the S t at e  t o t a l . 

Many reg i ons in Austral i a  and other wes te rn countries  h ave had s imi l ar p opul ation 
de c l ines this century , l arge l y  as a res u l t  of rural -urban mi grati on as s oci at e d  with 
incre ased mechan i s ation in agri cul ture and trends towards increas ing farm s i z e  ( s e e , 
for examp le , Beal e 1 9 6 4 , Johns ton 1 9 6 7 ) . 

However ,  s et t l ement on the Wes t  Coas t  h as a lways b een fo cus s e d  on the t owns and 
the minin g centres and there has never b e en a l arge rural popul ation . I n  1 9 7 1  over 8 1  
p e r  cent of t h e  t o t a l  popul ati on o f  Wes t  Coas t muni cip a l i t i e s  l ived  in t h e  four urb an 
centres o f  Queenst own , Ros ebe ry , Z e eh an and S avage River - a l eve l o f  urb an i s ation hi ghe r  
than that for t h e  S t ate  popu l at ion as a who l e  ( 74 . 2  per  cent) and h i gh e r  than every 
s t at i s t i cal  div i s i on out s ide the Hob art and North Central ( L auncest on)  S t at i s t i cal 
Divis i ons . The maj ority of the remaining 19 p e r  cent of the Wes t  C o as t  p opul at i on 
res i de s  in the smal l e r  t owns and b ounded l o c a l i t i e s , such as Strahan and Gormanston , 
whi ch do not fal l  within the urban d e finit ion adopted  b y  the Aus tral i an Bur e au o f  
S t at i s t i cs . 

I n  1 9 7 1  Queens town was the l arge s t  town on the Wes t  Coas t  (popu l at i on 5 , 0 2 5 )  and 
was the s eventh l arge s t  urb an centre in Tasman i a .  I n  1 90 1 , however ,  Queens t own had 
almos t the s ame p opul ati on as it d i d  in 1 9 7 1  ( 5 , 05 1  in 1 9 0 1 )  whi l e  Zeehan , in  1 9 0 1 , had 
dec l ined from i t s  peak popu l ation o f  s ome 8 , 00 0  in the l at e  l 89 0 s  t o  b e  approximate ly 
the s ame si z e  as Queens town . By 1 9 6 1 Zeehan had onl y  7 8 0  peop l e , but 10  years  l ater 
h ad almo s t  doub l e d  i t s  popul at i on t o  re ach 1 , 4 7 1 . Thi s  p aper  doe s  not s eek  t o  document 
i n  detai l the ch anging fortunes  of Wes t  Coas t t owns , nor doe s  it s e e k  to  ana l y s e  the 
re l ative de c l ine  o f  the Wes t  C o as t  in  t e rms of  Tasmani a ' s  overal l s e t t l ement p attern . 
However ,  the s e  fluctuat ions in growth h ave i mportant imp l i cations for the s o c i al and 
demographi c  s t ructure o f  mining s e t t l ement s . Periods o f  exp an s i on , for examp l e ,  are 
genera l l y  characteri s e d  by an increas ingly youthfu l  and mas cul ine popul at i on . 

As the Wes t  Coast has no s i gn i fi cant rural  popul ation in i t s  hinterl an d , the 
mun i cipal i t i e s  within the Wes t e rn S t at i s t i cal  Divi s i on (WSD)  may be d i s cus s e d  meaning­
ful l y  w i thout d i s tingui shing b e tween urb an and rural popu l at ions . 

SOCIAL AND DEMOGRAPH I C  CHARACTERISTICS  OF THE WEST COAST P OPULAT I ON 

I n  an analys i s  of the popu l at i on characte r i s t i cs of Aus tral i an mining s e t t l ements  
Wils  en ( 1 9 6 2 )  commented that : " I d e a l ly ,  "mining s e t t l ement s " sh oul d include only those  
i n  whi ch mining i s  an act ivity o f  suffi cient importance not only t o  markedly  affect the 
o c cup at ion s t ructure , but a l s o  to be re f l e c t e d  in such other features as the s ocial 
demographi c ,  and even phys i ca l  charac t e ri s t i c s  of towns and the i r  inhab i t an t s . "  

W i l s on used  five popu l a t i on charact e ri s t i cs t o  det e rmine the demographi c  distinct ­
ivenes s  o f  mining s e t t l ements  - ( 1 )  the  domin ance o f  the maj o r  indus t ry ,  ( 2 )  the 
proport ion of the popu l at ion born overs e as , (3)  the proporti on o f  the popu l at i on over 
65  years , (4 )  the s ex ratio in the workforce and (5 )  the s e x  rat i o  in the total  popu­
l at i on . On the b as i s  o f  thes e  indi c e s  he  derived a summary index of di s t inct ivenes s 
whi ch showed that mining s e t t l ement s  in Aus tral i a  h ad more d i s t in c tive popul ation 
s t ructures than non -mining s et t l ement s . O f  intere s t  in the Tasmani an  context is 
Ros eb e ry ' s  s core whi ch was the h i gh e s t  o f  the 29  mining s e t t l ement s  cons i dered  by 
Wi l s on . I t s  popul ati on s t ructure conformed c l os e ly, to the s t e re o -t yped  vi ew o f  mining 
s e t t l ements  with h i gh mas cu l inity , a l ow p roport ion of o l d  p e op l e  and o ther  d i s t inctive 
demograph ic characteri s t i cs . By the s ame s ummary measure , Queens t own emerged  as a 
midd l e -r ank ing mining s e t t l ement w i th a popu l at i on s t ructure comp arab l e  t o  that of 
Broken H i l l  in  t e rms o f  its demographi c  d i s t inct ivene s s . The curren t  anal ys i s  examines 
a range of s o c i a l  and demographi c  charact e ri s t i cs , not to  compare them wi th other 
mining s ett l ement s  in Aus tral i a ,  but t o  det e rmine how dis t inctive they are in the 
Tasman i an cont e xt . 
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Homogeneity in the Work force 
Even in commun i t i e s  b as e d  predominan t l y  on a s in g l e  indus t ry many other o c cup ­

at ional  and indus t r i a l  opp ortun i t i e s  are creat e d , inc luding cons t ruct ion , who l e s al e  and 
re t a i l act i v i t i e s  and communi t y  s ervi ce s . S e t t l e ment s wh i ch are commonly ch arac t e r i s e d  
a s  mining s e t t l ements may h ave varying proportion s  o f  the i r  workforce in the mining 
indus t ry . Wi l s on ,  for examp l e , cons i ders  ' mining s et t l ement s ' to b e  tho s e  w i t h  more 
than 15 per cent of the i r  work fo rce emp l oyed in m1n1ng .  By th i s  me asure ,  the dominance 
o f  mining in the indus t r i a l  s t ructure o f  the Wes t  Coast  workforce is  overwh e l mi ng .  I n  
1 9 7 1 , over 5 9  p e r  cent o f  t h e  popu l at ion o f  t h e  WSD was emp l oyed in mining w i th the 
h i gh e s t  p roport ion for any muni c i p a l i t y  b e i ng 7 1 . 7  per cent in Waratah , and t h e  l owe s t  
b e i ng 2 3 . 7  p e r  cent in S trahan ( t ab l e  5 ) . 

Tab l e  5 
WEST C OAST MUN I C I PALI T I E S , 1 9 7 1 : SE LECTED P OPU LATI CN CHARACTER I S T I C S  

Gorman s t on 
Queens t own 
Strah an 
Warat ah 
Z e eh an 

Wes t e rn S . D .  
Tasman i a  

* 
* *  

+ 
+ +  

Percent age o f  work force  i n  

mining dominant dominant  
indus t ry o c cupat i on 

group 

55 . 2  5 5 . 2  44 . 8
+ 

5 7 . 0  5 7 . 0  30 . 5
+ 

2 3 . 7  2 3 . 7 * 2 5 . 2
+ 

7 1 . 7  7 1 . 7 39 . 9
+ 

6 0 . 1  60 . 1  3 3 . 6
+ +  

59 . 4  5 9 . 4  3 2 . 1
+ 

3 . 0  2 0 . 5 * *  3 2 . 2
+ 

s ame proportion of  workforce 
manuf acturing 
' craft smen e t c . ' 

mine rs 

Percentage of 
popul ation 

over 
65 yrs 

3 . 3  
3 . 9  
4 . 9  
1 . 6 
1 . 6 

2 . 7 
7 . 9  

fore i gn ­
b orn 

2 . 5  
9 . 1  
6 . 0  

1 9 . 0  
1 5 . 2  

1 2 . 4  
1 0 . 3  

in mining as in 

Fema l e s  per 
100 mal e s  

6 8 . 6  
85 . 0  
85 . 5  
76 . 7  
6 6 . 0  

75 . 9  
9 8 . 7  

agri cul ture 

M a l e s  per  
femal e  in  
work force 

1 0 . 5  
3 . 5  
4 . 4  
6 . 4  
5 . 8  

4 . 6  
2 . 4  

The dominance o f  the m1n1ng indus t ry on the l ab our fo rce o f  the Wes t  C oas t i s , in 
fact , h i gh e r  than mos t  o ther  mining  s e t t l ement s  in Aus tral i a .  For  e xamp l e , in 1 9 7 1  the 
prop o rt i on of Broken Hi l l ' s  workforce  in mining was 43 . 3  per cent , whi l e  for Mt . I s a  
the f i gure was 3 1 . 6  p e r  cent . The s e  h i gh e r  fi gure s for the Tasman i an s e t t l ement s  
llildoub t e d l y  re fl e c t s  the i r  smal l e r  s i z e , whi ch res t ri ct s  t h e  indus t r i a l  divers i ty o f  
t h e  towns , a n d  re f l e c t s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they are b as i cal ly p o i n t  s e t t l ement s  w i t h  s p ars e ly 
s e t t l e d  h in t e r l ands . 

E xamin at i on o f  the maj o r  o c cup at i on a l  group s  h i gh l i gh t s  the fact that miners per 
se are not  neces s ari l y  the domi n ant o c cup ational group , even in mining s e t t l emen t s  as 
d i s t in c t ive as tho s e  on Tasman i a ' s We s t  C oas t . I n  1 9 7 1 , miners forme d 25 . 8  per cent 
of the t o t a l  l abour force o f  the WSD and s ome 3 1 . 3  per cent of the mal e  l ab our force . 
But the dominant o c cupation a l  group on the Wes t  C o as t  was ' craft s me n , p ro du ct ion­
p ro ce s s  workers  and l ab ourers n .  e .  c . ' who formed 3 2 . 1  p e r  cent o f  the WSD l ab our 
force - a fi gure almo s t  i dent i ca l  t o  that for the S t at e  as a who l e . I n  fact , Zeehan 
was the on l y mun i c i p a l i ty in 1 9 7 1  in whi ch miners formed the dominant o c cup a t ion 
group ( t ab l e  5 ) . 

Thi s  rai s es the wider que s t i on o f  the extent to whi ch s e t t l ement s dominate d  by a 
s in g l e  indus t ry such as mining t own s , h ave much l e s s  o c cupat i onal divers i t y  t h an o ther 
s et t l ement s , and there fore l e s s  s o c i a l  mixing o f  d i fferent group s . One me asure o f  
h omogen e i ty o r  het erogene ity o f  popu l ation ch arac t e ri s t i cs whi ch h as b e e n  postul ate d  
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i s  an inde x b a s e d  o n  t h e  p robab i l i ty that two individua l s  s e l ec t e d  at random from a 
given popul ation wi l l  b e  d i fferent in t e rms of a spe c i fi e d  charact e ri s t i c  - s ay occup ­
at ion or r e l i g i on ( L i eb e r s on 1 9 6 9 ) . 

Lieb e r s on has shown how this  index (Aw) can b e  used  t o  det e rmine the pos i t i on o f  
a popul ation on a continuum ranging from h omogeneity  t o  h e t e rogenei t y  with respect  to 
any given characte ri s t i c . If every individual in the popu l at i on were di fferent with 
respect to the s p e c i fi e d  charac t e ri s t i c  the index Aw woul d e qual 1 . 0 .  If everyone were 
the s ame for that charact e ri s t i c  the popu l a t i on wou l d  be comp l e t e l y  homo geneous and the 
value o f  Aw wou l d  be O .  

F or the WSD as a who l e , the index � for o c cupati onal  group s  was 0 . 8 1 ;  whi l e  for 
Queens town , the l arges t  Wes t  C oas t s e t t l emen t , the index was 0 . 83 in 1 9 7 1 . The index 
for Queenstown , h oweve r ,  was ident i cal  t o  that o f  the Hob art S t at i s t i cal  Divis ion at 
that t ime . I n  t e rms o f  the b road o c cupational group ings us e d  in ABS pub l i cations , i t  
me ans t h a t  t h e  p rob ab i l i t y  o f  t w o  randomly-ch o s en individua l s  h aving di fferent o ccup ­
ations in Queens t own i s  exact l y  the s ame as the  p rob ab i l i t y  o f  two randomly - chosen 
individual s  in the H Ob art area h aving different o c cupat i on s . 

The re l at ive o c cupational h e t e rogen e i ty of the IVes t  C o as t , and Queens town in 
p art i cu l ar ,  i s  reinforced when the Aw index for o c cupational  group s  in Queens town i s  
compared wi th that o f  New Norfo l k , the t own whi ch l i e s  immediately  ab ove Queens town on 
the urb an h i erarchy . Al th ough s l i ght l y  l arger than Queenst own ( 1 9 7 1  population 6 , 83 9 )  
there i s  l e s s  o c cupational divers ity i n  New Norfo l k  ( Aw  = 0 . 78 9 )  than there i s  in 
Queenstown . H Olieve r ,  the re l at i ve ly  greater o ccupational  homo gen e i ty of New N orfo l k  
may b e  re lated t o  i t s  proximity  to  Hob art and t h e  fact that certain o c cupational group s 
working in New N orfo l k  may commute from Hob art . But for the Wes t  C o as t ,  the dominance  
of  the mining indus try doe s  not l e ad to  a narrow o c cupa t i onal s t ructure , and the  mining 
indus try and the s e t t l emen t s  on the Wes t  C oas t c l e ar l y  s upport a l arge number of pro ­
fe s s ional , c l eri cal , s a l e s  and s e rvice  workers as we l l  as miners and tradesmen more 
dire c t l y  as s o c i ated  with the actual mInIng operations . I n  Queens t own , for eXflJllp l e , 
the re is more than one profe s s i onal  work e r  for every two miners . 

S o ci al Mix 
The degree of o c cupational and s ocio - e conomi c h omogeneity or hetero gene ity of 

any sett l ement h as direct  imp l i cat ions for the que s t i on o f  s o ci al mix . TIle term 
' social  mix ' i s  frequen t l y  us e d  as a t e rm synonymous with ' s o c i al b a l ance ' ,  ' he tero ­
geneity ' , ' th e  b a l anced  commun i ty ' and other l ike  t e rms . Social  mix can b e  taken to  
mean e i ther the mixture o f  dwe l l ings for  di fferent s o c i o - e conomi c group s  in one 
res ident i a l  are a ,  or  the interac t i on of  res i dent s in  a communi t y  or nei ghbourhood 
(Heine and S ark i s s i an 1 9 76 ) . 

I n  smal l ,  i s o l at e d  commun i t i e s , either o f  the s e  concep t s  o f  s o c i a l  mix is depend ­
e n t  on a h et e rogeneous o c cupational  and s ocio - e conomi c s t ructure . The index o f  
divers ity for o c cupational groups sugge s t s  that the Wes t  C oas t popu l a t i on has great e r  
h eter ogene ity  than i s  common l y  attribute d  to  mining s e t t l ement s . Thi s  sugges t s  that 
the potentia l  e x i s t s  for s ome degree o f  s o c i a l  mix among th e  W e s t  Coast population . 
Th e  extent to whi ch s o c i a l  mix actua l l y  o c curs , however ,  c annot b e  evaluated  from 
census dat a . A b e t t e r  unders t anding of the degree of s oc i a l  mix whi ch does o ccur 
within Wes t  C o as t t owns cou l d  be g l e aned , for examp l e , by examining the extent to whi ch 
company hous ing  s e gregat e s  wh ite co ll ar s t aff and b lue c o l l ar workers into di fferent 
s t re e t s  or res i dent i a l  d i s tricts . An a l t ernative measure o f  s o cial  mix c oul d b e  
obt ained by  evaluating t h e  s oc i a l  h omogeneity or h e terogen e i ty o f  peop l e  meeting  i n  key 
areas o f  s o c i a l  contact , such as the Queens town Club o r  footb a l l  o r  go l f  club s o ci al 
rooms . The s e  c on s i derat ions o f  s o ci a l  mix from a behavioural p e rspe c tive rai s e  many 
ques t i ons wh i ch c annot b e  answered wi thin the context o f  this  p ape r , but they woul d b e  
fundamental que s t ions to  b e  answered by a more e xh aust ive analys i s  o f  t h e  s ocial  
s t ructure o f  the West  C oas t . 
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D emographi c  Structure 
It cou l d  al s o  be e xp e c t e d  that b as i c  e l ement s  of the demo graphi c  s t ructure o f  

t h e  Wes t  C o as t  wou l d  b e  d i s t inct ive and refl ect  aspe cts  o f  t h e  region ' s  e conomi c 
s tructure and re l ative i s o l at i on from the maj o r  popu l at i on centres in Tasman i a . 

Sex Rat i o . Many mining areas are characte r i s e d  by a p redominance  o f  male s . I n  the 
p i oneer s t ages o f  mining s e t t l ement s  the imb a l ance  b e tween the s exes i s  overwhe l ming .  
As mining s e t t l ements  ach i eve a measure o f  p e rmanence the p roport i on o f  fema l e s  in the 
popu l at i on may incre as e s ub s t ant i al l y .  Inde e d , incre as e s  i n  the numb e r  o f  women i n  a 
mining s e t t l ement may b e  an important influence in changing the character o f  the 
s e t t l ement . B l ainey ( 19 5 4 )  h as comment e d  on the re l ationship b e tween the growth of Wes t  
Coast  towns and the n ature and p e rmanence o f  the hous ing s t o ck as miners ' wives , many 
l e ft b ehind on the dying Victorian go l dfie l ds , j o ined  the i r  men fo l k  on Tasmani a ' s Wes t  
Coas t . "As the fema l e  popul ace incre as e d ,  the shanty s uburbs gave way t o  smal l h oos es 
with red or t arred roo fs . "  

I n  t ime , many women did  migrate t o  the Wes t  C o as t , thus enab l ing the devel opment 
of s t ab l e  fami ly  groups , as we l l  as the deve l opment of s chool s  and o ther s ervi ce s  whi ch 
were abs ent during the  p i oneering s t ages when women and chi l dren were s o  few in numb e r . 
But by 1 9 1 1 ,  when the era  o f  p e ak popu l at i on on the We s t  Coast  h ad we l l  and t ru l y  
p as s e d ,  there w e r e  s t i l l  only  7 7  women in Queens town f o r  every 1 0 0  men - a mas cul inity 
rat i o  s imi l ar t o  that for the entire Wes t  Coast at the t ime ( t ab l e  6) . However ,  as the 

Tab l e  6 
WEST CO AST MUN I C I PALI T I E S : SEX RATIO  ( FEMALES P E R  1 0 0  MALES )  1 9 1 1 - l9 7 l  

1 9 1 1  1 9 2 1  1 9 3 3  1 9 4 7  1 9 5 4  1 9 6 1  1 9 6 6  1 9 7 1  

Gormanston 6 5 . 1  6 0 . 5  5 7 . 3  8 0 . 0  6 7 . 6  7 6 . 0  7 3 . 1  6 8 . 6  
Queenst own 7 7  . 3  8 8 . 7  8 1 . 0  8 8 . 2  8 2 . 8  8 2 . 6  8 1 . 6  85 . 0  
Strah an 9 2 . 2  8 6 . 0  86 . 6  9 2 . 8  8 8 . 8  9 0 . 9  9 0 . 3  85 . 5  
Warat ah 6 6 . 0  79 . 2  7 2 . 2  80 . 1  8 0 . 4 6 3 . 8  30 . 2  76 . 7  
Zeehan 8 5 . 9  9 3 . 4  8 5 . 5  7 8 . 1  7 6 . 7  7 0 . 6  69 . 8  66 . 0  

Wes t e rn S . D .  7 7 . 7 8 3 . 3  7 7 . 5  84 . 1  8 0 . 1  7 7 . 6  7 2 . 2  7 5 . 9  
Tasman i a  9 5 . 9  9 8 . 4 9 7 . 7 9 8 . 9  9 6 . 5  9 7 . 2  9 8 . 2  9 8 . 7  

data in  tab l e  6 indi c at e , the  mas cul inity of the Wes t  C o as t  p opu l at ion has pers i s ted , 
and there were fewer fema l e s  p e r  1 0 0  males  in 1 9 7 1  than there were 6 0  ye ars e ar l ier . 
In addit i on , the rat i o s  in t ab l e  6 i l lus t rate the degree o f  imb a l ance  whi ch c an aris e  
when a new p i oneering s t age fo l l ows the deve l opment o f  new mining operat i ons . For 
examp l e ,  the deve l opment o f  the S avage River operati ons  in the 1 9 6 0 s  meant that by 
1 9 6 6 , there were on l y  3 0  women for every 1 0 0  men in Waratah , but five years l at e r  the 
p i oneering s t age h ad p as s e d  and the s e x  rat i o  for the muni c ip a l i t y  e qua l l e d  that of the 
Wes t  Coast as a who l e . 

An unb a l anced s e x  rat i o  in smal l i s o l ated  commun i t i e s  may h ave a numbe r  o f  s o ci a l  
cons e quences , including a h i gh turnover of s in g l e  male  workers , a n d  p e rh aps  a great er 
emphas i s  on h e avy drinking , gamb l in g  and pros t i tut i on than mi ght b e  found in a more 
b a l anced community . Such c ons e quenc e s  h ave been r eported  in other smal l ,  i s o l at e d  
and s i n g l e - indus t ry s e t t l ements ( s e e , f o r  examp l e , Lucas 1 9 7 1 )  but t h e  extent t o  whi ch 
they o c cur on the Wes t  C o as t  cou l d  only  b e  e s t ab l i sh e d  through mor e  direct inve s t i gat ion . 

An unb a l anced  s ex rat i o  i s  a l s o  a d i s t inctive charact e ri s t i c  o f  the workforce on 
the Wes t  Coas t . For Tasman i a  as a who l e , there were 2 . 4  mal e  workers to  every female  
in the  workforce in  1 9 7 1 . Thi s  rat i o  was  4 . 6  for  the WSD in  1 9 7 1 , whi l e  Gormans t on 
( 1 0 . 5  male workers p e r  femal e  worker)  and Queens town ( 3 . 5 )  marked the extremes o f  the 
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individual  mun i c ipal i t i e s . Thi s  imb a l ance  in the workforce i s  l arge ly due t o  the 
e conomi c b as e  of  the region , with emp l oyment opportunit i e s  for women b e ing res tricted 
t o  c l erical , s al e s  and s e rvi ce emp l oyment . 

Age -Structure . As we l l  as d i s t inct ive s e x  rat i os , s e t t l ements on the Wes t  C o as t  are 
a l s o  characte r i s e d  by age - s tructures whi ch di ffer sharp ly  from tho s e  of Tasman i a  as a 
who l e . Are as w i th few emp l oyment opportun i t i e s  o ffer l i t t l e  attract ion for the s choo l 
l e aver and the cons equen t i a l  outward mi grat i on may l e ave mining s e t t l ement s  w i th a 
re l at ive defi c i t  of young adul ts . S imi l ar l y , many peop l e  move out o f  mining s e t t l ements  
when they  ret i re from the  workforce whi ch l e aves re l atively  few o l d  peop l e  in the 
commun i ty . 

The overal l di fferences  in age - s t ructure b e tween two or more popu l at i ons  are 
c ommonl y  evaluated by  comp aring the p opul at ion pyramids of each are a .  F or examp l e , in 

fi gure 1 0 ,  the age - s e x  pyramids o f  Queenstown LGA and Tasmania  are superimp o s e d . From 
thi s  di agram it is c l e ar that Queenstown h as a re l at ive defi c i t  of tho s e  over 65  ye ars 
and p roport ional ly  more of i t s  mal e  popul at i on in the 2 0 - 35  year age - group than does 
Tasman i a  as a who l e . 

However ,  i t  i s  di ffi cul t  t o  evaluate the s i gn i f i c ance o f  many o f  the devi at i ons 
from a visual comparis on onl y . Cons equent l y ,  attempts  have b e en made to  comp are 
v ar i at i ons in  age - s t ructure b as e d  on index numb e rs , but HcCre ary ( 1 9 6 3 )  h as s uggested  
that  s t andard s core s , or  z s cores o ffer a more accurat e measure of divergence . The 
chi e f  advantages  of us ing s t andard s cores  are that comments need be made only  on those  
divergen c i e s  that exceed  specified  confi dence l imi ts , and the s cores and graphs of  



di fferent popul ati ons are dire c t l y  
popul at ions . 

Trevor  R .  L e e  

e o f  the s i z e  o f  the 

S t andard s cores  for five b ro ad age group s  have b e en c a l cul ated for the  mal e and 
femal e popul ations in 1 9 1 1 , 1 9 4 7  and 1 9 7 1  ( fi gure s  1 1  and 1 2 ) . For hoth mal e s  and 
fema l e s , the  magnitude of the re l ative defi c i t  o f  p e op l e over 6 5  years :i s  c l early  

1 0 7  

demon s t rat ed ( s e e  al s o , t. ab l e  5 ) . The outward movement o f  aft e r  t h e y  h av e  l e ft 
the workforce  i s  r e fl e ct ed in the age - st ructure o f  t h e  popul at lon , and 
undoub t e d l y  refl e c t s  the unattractive n ature of mInIng tOVin s  as p l ac e s  o f  ret i rement . 
I n  add i t i on to i s o l at i on and a rol ative l ack o f  s ervi c e s  and faci l i t i e s , the  W e s t  Coast 
i s  characteri s ed b y  l ow rates  o f  home ownership ( 38 . 7  p e r  cent  home in  WSD ,  
1 9 7 1 , compared t o  6 6 . 9  per  cent for Tasman i a) and thi s l ack o f  investment in  the area , 
both finan c i a l  and s o c i a l , i s  l e s s  l ik e l y  t o  h o l d  p e op l e  on the West  Coas t . Dependence 
on comp any hous ing is greatest  in  Z e ehan and Warat ah where  l evel s  o f  home own e rship  
were 1 8 . 9  and 9 . 9  per  c ent in 1 9 7 1 . The popul ation s t ructure at three 
points  in t ime indi cates  that  the We s t  Coast  commun i t y  has not pro ceeded through the  
various s t ages  o f  the li  fe cyc l e  from youth t o  maturit y . Thi s  contras t s  sharp l y  with 
the increasing matur i t y  o f  smal l s ing l e - indust ry t owns in C anada in whi ch Lucas ( 1 9 71 )  
report s a progre s s ive aging o f  the  popul at i on and the p r e s ence  in mature commun i t i e s  o f  
a l arge immob i l e  popu l ation o f  o l de r  peop l e .  The migrat ion o f  t h e  o l der  p e op l e  from t h e  
area c an a l s o  affect the death -rat e ,  wh i ch for Queens town and the We st  Co ast  a r e  
commonly  l ower than for other part s o f  the s tat e ( s ee f o r  examp l e ,  Reeve s 1 9 5 7 ) . 

I n  keeping with the pre s ence o f  a predominan t l y  mal e popul at i on and workforce , the 
popul at ion of the ; !e s t  Coas t  h as b een characteri s e d  by  a re l at i ve ' surp lus ' o f  mal e s , 
espe c i al l y  the ' youn g -mature ' !'!Orkers in the 30  -44  age group . 111e re I at i ve abs ence 
of young adu l t s  ( 1 5 - 2 9  from the Wes t C o as t  p opul at i on i s  typ i cal  o f  many areas 
o f  s t at i c  or  de c li ning  popul at i on . The increas e d  youth fu l ne s s  of  the mal e popul ation in 
1 9 7 1  re f l e c t s  the ret ent ion of  l ocal  youth and the inward mO'Jement o f  other y run g  lllen 
in respons e t o  the e xp ans i on of mining acti  vi t i e s  in the 1 9 6 0 s  at S avage Rive r ,  Ren i s  m 
Be l l  and Luin a . 

Fore i gn - B orn P apu l a t i on . 'The tendency for the popul ations o f  mInIng towns t o  h ave a 
h i gher than average p roport i on o f  fore i gn -born ( \Vi I s  m 1 9 6 2 )  i s  only marginal l y  
app l i cab l e  t o  the Wes t  Coast popul at i on . Certain l y ,  in 1 9 7 1  the WSD h ad a h i gh e r  p ro ­
port i on o f  i t s  popu l at i on overs e as -b orn than d i d  the t o t a l  Tasman i an popul at i on but only 
tlvO mun:L cipal i t i e s  ( Zeehan and \\'arat ah )  h ad indivi dual  p roport ions ab ave the Stat e 
fi gure . Indi ces  o f  popu l at i on divers ity  for b ro ad b i rthp l ace groups  confirm the h omo ­
gen ei ty  o f  the lIe s t  C o as t  popul ation . The AIV index for the lVSD was 0 . 2 2 in 1 9 75 com­
pared to  0 . 2 3  for the lI ob art Stat i s t i cal  Divis ion . Comp ar i s ons b e twecn Queens town 
( 0 . 1 6 )  and New Norfo l k  ( 0 . 1 3 ) , Queens town ' s  imme d i at e  s uperior on the urb an h i erarchy , 
indi c at e  that both h ave a h i gh degree o f  b i rthp l ace  h omogene ity . For both Zeehan and 
Waratah , the two mun i c i p a l i t i e s  on the Wes t  Coast  with  the gre at e s t  proportion o f  
over s e as -born re s j dent s , at l eas t 5 0  per  cent o f  tho s e  b o rn overs e as were from the U . K .  
and I re l and and 4 0 - 5 0  per  cent o f  forei gn -b o rn res i dents had res ided in Aus t r a l i a  for 
l e s s  than 5 years . I n  overal l t e rms th ough , overs e as -born res i dents are not a 
dominant s o c i a l  group in Wes t  Coast mining s e t t l emen t s  ,. 

POPlJ l.ATION STRUCTURE AND COr,1MUNI TY P ROBLEHS 

Some of the prob l ems whi ch face Wes t  Coast  c ommun i t i e s  h ave a l re ady b een d i s cus s ed . 
The s e  inc lude the outward movement o f  e l de r l y  p e op l e ,  whi ch can l e ad to an imb a l anced 
age - s t ructure . The outward mi grat i on o f  youth i s  another mat t e r  o f  concern for many 
rura l  and i s o l at e d  commun i t i e s . Migration is s e l e c t ive of many factors and i t  i s  
commonly  found th at i t  i s  the mos t  ab l e  youth who migrat e  from s uch areas ( s e e  for 
examp l e , Gist and C l ark 1 9 3 3 , Hami l ton 1 9 5 9 ) . Certainly the l ack o f  h i gh e r  s e condary 
e ducat i on faci l i t i e s  or terti ary e ducat i on on the Wes t Coast  me an that thos e  p ro ce e ding 
t o  h i gher  e ducat i on mus t  l e ave the are a .  Mos t  wi l l  not return . Whether such s e l e ctive 
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Wes t  coas t pop u l a t i o n  

mi grat i on eventual ly h as an e ffe ct o n  t h e  inte l l igence l eve l s  o f  r e  j dual  p opul at i on 
i s  a quos t i on of s ome lVh i l e  the n a tuTE> -nnrture deb ate on nte l l  i genc:e is  
comp l e x , Scott  ( I9 S 7 )  demons tratod that there wore  c l e ar T(cgional d fferences  in 
the inte l l i gence of  a cohort of  s choo l chi l dren in Tasman i a ,  Rural  are as genera l l y  
had b e l ow -average t e s t  , whi l e  among t h e  urb an centres t h e  int e l l i gence s cores 
of  s choo l chi ldren towns was gene ral l y  s l i gh t ly  l mveT than the average 
s e rvice  t own . 

Oth e r b as i c  aspects  o f  the s t ructure ref] e ct s ome of 
mining s e tt l ements . Ihe re f l e c t s  t h e  l ack o f  j oh for 
women and the i s o l at i on commonly as s o c i ated  w i th mining to'" rns . 1 l at ion , o f  
s e rvi ce s , and a n  imb a l anccd  s o c i a l  s t ructure undolll,tedly  contribute to il h i gh l ab our 
turnover rate in the mining indus t ry . They may a l s o  mean that pers onne l as s e ci ated 
with oth e r  s e rv i ce s , such a s  s chool  te achers , may b e  more t r an s i ent than normal and 
thi s  may exacerb at e  any 1 atent fee l ings o f  imp ermanence wh i ch are inherent in  any mining 
s ett l ement dependent on fin i t e  re s ources and fluc tuating mark e t s . 

In add i t i on t o  the re l at i onship h e tween s oc i a - e conomi c s t ructure the concept 
o f  s o c i a l  mix  d i s cus s e d  earl i e r , the s o cial  s t ructure o f  the popu l at ion wi l l  al s o  
affect the ab i l ity o f  any community t o  provide , and p ay for ,  community faci l i t i e s . 
Thi s  as sump t i on h as b e en exp l i c i t l y  incorporated into s everal government s tudi e s  in 
recent ye ars of community needs . For e xamp l e , the Aus tral i an Government So c i a l  We l fare 
Conuni s s i on ' s  s tudy of  community needs for fami ly  and chi l c1 care faci l i t ie s  us e d  a 
principal components procedure to  derive s oc i o - e conomi c s cores from a numb e r  of census 
var i ab le s . The s e  s cores for each l o cal  government are a in Aus tral i a  \Vere  us e d  t o  
' we i ght ' informat ion o n  t h e  exi s t ing l eve l of early ch i l dhood s e rvi ces to deve lop a 
s ca l e  o f  n e e ds wh i ch cou l d  b e  used  for funding purpos e s . 

Of the Wes t  Coas t Gormans ton , \';aratah and Zeehan were given a 
rating o f  1 on a 5 point s ca l e . Th is  indicated that they vlere are as of great e s t  need 
and priority  in  t e rms o f  daycare and chi l dhood s ervi ces . Strahan had a s co re o f  2 ,  
but Queens town ' s  priority and needs rat ing \\Tas inexp l i cab l y  not avai l ab l e  ( S o c i a l  
We l fare C onuni s s i on 1 9 7 5 ) . 

C CNC LUS I ONS 

The h i s t o ry o f  s e t t l ement on the Wes t C o as t  is one of the mos t  col ourfu l  periods 

o f  Tasman i an h i s tory . The b o om towns of the 1 89 0 s  i l lustrat e  the influence that the 
pres ence  of mineral depo s i t s  may have in rap i dly  a l t e ring the s e t t l ement p at t e rns of 
any s t ate . The h i s tory of  towns l ike Zeehan , i l lus trates h aveve r , that ' boom I and 

' bus t ' are e qu al l y  as s o c i ated  with mining s e t t l ement s . TIle  r i s e  and foJ 1 o f  mining 

towns re f l e c t s  the tenuous pos i t i ons they general ly o c cupy , the i r  gr01vth ebb ing and 

flowing on the t i d e  o f  wor l d  p r i c e s  and the d i s covery or dep l e t i on of re sources . 

The p at t e rns  of growth and de c l ine in mining s e t t l ement s , together wi tll the i r  

phys i cal. i s o l at i on and re l ative l ack o f  s ervi c e s  and faci l i t i e s. , are re flected  in the 

s o c i a l  and demographi c  s t ructure o f  the i r  p opul ations . The popul at i on of the West  

C oas t i s  s ti l l  h i gh l y  mas cul ine and i s  characte r i s e d  b y  an age - s t ructure \Vh i ch di ffers 

sharp l y  from that o f  Tasman i a  as a who l e . A l though the mining industry dominat e s  the 

workforce , the  West C oas t  supports  a cons iderab l e  range o f  o c cupati onal type s . Job 

opportun i t i e s  for women , h oweve r , are much more res t r i cte d . Que s t i ons of s o c i a l  mix ,  

conununity needs  and other  s o c i a l  p rob l ems whi ch ari s e  from the s t ructure of  the West  

C oas t popu l at i on , i t s  geograph i c a l  i s ol at i on and the  di s t inct ive n ature o f  i t s  

s e t t l ement , a r e  s ub j e c t s  worthy o f  far greate r  cons i derat i on . 
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PLATE 1 9 .  - The main s t r e e t s  o f  Que enst own (abov e )  and Strahan (be l ow) . 


