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A FIEST LIST OF THE BIEDS OF MAEIA ISLAND.

By Colonel W. Y. Legge, R.A., F.Z.S., &c.

Of late years much has been added to ouv knowledge of

the local distribution of birds in Europe and Asia by the
publication of "Lists of Birds" in such journals as the
" Ibis," " Stray Feathers," and the Proceedings of the
Zoological Society, and the information afforded by such
papers has proved of the greatest advantage to authors in

the publication of recent works. The " Distribution of

Birds " is not, however, solely a matter of interest when
dealing with large continental areas, for there is much to be
learnt by attention to it in connection with comparatively

small insular regions, in which food, climate, and topo-

graphical aspect exercise a considerable influence on the

movements and the permanent or temporary location of

the feathered creation ; and it has therefore occurred to me
that something might be done in the pages of our journal

towards inci'easiug our knowledge of the distribution of

Tasmanian birds. The large islands round our coasts appear

to furnish the most interesting fields of observation, and in

the present instance Maria Island has been chosen as being

a place to which no little attention has of late been drawn in

connection with settlement and fertilisation, and where there

may some day be a considerable population. The geographical

features of the island are such as to be favourable in a large

degree to bird life. Its climate is mild, and it is for the most
part forest-clad, with a consequently abundant food-supply.

A lofty range of mountains, attaining, at its northern end, an

altitude of 3,000 feet, runs from north to south of the larger

half,which shelters the east and west coasts from the opposite

blowing winds, and in the gullies of this range there is ample

room for our forest-loving species. The western shores r.re flat

and intersected here and there by lagoons, the home of water

birds ; and ronnd the isthmus or "neck " there are extensive

beaches such as are frequented by shore species. Beyond the

isthmus lies the southern portion of the island, sparsely

timbered, but no doubt containing a good many birds,

although the information I have obtained does not extend

beyond the " neck." Unable to visit the island myself, I sent

my son, who is an enthusiastic young collector, to spend his

Easter holidays there, and he succeeded in observing a fair
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number of species whiclijCombmed with those concerning which
Signer Bernacchi, his kind host, gave him information and a

few additional species on which Mr. Morton has obligingly-

given me notes, make up a list of sixty-four. This is com-
paratively small, owing to the absence of the large family of

Procellariidoe (petrels) from the list, and the season of

observation occurring after the return migration of our
summer visitants.

As is usual in framing distribution lists, I have taken the

opportunity of making remarks on the various species which
may be of value to ornithological readers of the paper at

Home, as well as to those who make a study of our

species here.

The letters " L " and " B " in brackets indicate the

authority : my son or Signor Bernacchi, and the letter

"M" denotes that the curator of the Tasmanian Museum
supplied the information.

ACCIPITRES.

1. Urojetus audax, Latham.

Found in the forests, and rather numerous. Three or four

have been seen together (B). The forest-clad range in this

island forms a secure home for this grand eagle, but its

destructiveness will lead to a great reduction in its numbers
as the island becomes populated. It is abundant in the

ranges of the opposite mainland.

2. Hali^tus leucogastek, Gmelin.

Found sparingly round the coast (B). My son saw one at

the settlement. 'Ihis widely-spread Sea Eagle is not so common
about the indented coast of the south of Tasmania as I should

have expected. During the last three years only three

examples have been seen by me in the Derwent. It builds

occasionally on the Actseon islands, on one of which Mr.
Joseph Graves found a nest in November, three years ago.

It was made on the ground among the rank vegetation and
low scrub. Gould draws attention to its habit of building on
the ground in the islands of Bass Straits where the structure

is formed of the " twigs and branches of the Barilla bush,"

InCeylon, where it is far moreabundaut than in these latitudes,

and where every inland tank of any size has one or two
pairs frequenting it, this eagle always builds on a lofty tree.

Gould speaks of the Sea Eagle being very common in

D'Entrecasteaux Channel. I know of one pair building-

there, but I fancy its numbers have decreased before the

efforts of the wild fowler.
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3. HiBKACiDEA OKiENTALis, ScMegel.

One example seen near the settlement (L).

The open sheep runs and plains of the Midland Districts

are the great home of this bird. It has the habit of another
well-known member of the Falconinoe, the Kestrel, of hovering
poised in the air, over a coveted object on the ground and
then descending on it, very similarly to the Kestrel. These
weak-legged, round-winged falcons, represented by the two
so-called Brown Hawks of the Australian region, are very
interesting members of this sub-family. To the typical bill of
falcon they unite the wing and leg, to some extent, of the
goshawk, and they have the ignoble habits of the Harrier
with the hovering propensity of the long-winged Kestrels.

4. NiNOx MACTJLATA, Vig. and Horsf.

The Spotted Owl is recorded by Signer Bernacchi. Probably
both species of Hawk-owl are found in Maria Island. These
owls are variable in their choice of abode—woods, plantations

near houses, and even localities in the heart of towns are

chosen as dwelling places, in support of which I may state

that recently I observed a fine example of the spotted owl
sitting at dusk on a conservatory in Macquarie- street.

^. Strix castanops, Gould.

Found occasionally near the settlement (B).

PSITTACI.

6. Caltptorhtnchxjs xanthonotus, Gould.

Found in the forests on the hills (B).

7. Platyceecus plaviventris, Temmmch.

Common on the West Coast, and observed close to the
rocky shore (L).

KB.—From all accounts the "Eosella" appears to be
singularly absent from this island, as Signer Bernacchi has
not observed it. This species is likewise not found on the
JSr.W. Coast about Circular Head. Its favourite habitat has
always doubtless been the sparsely timbered country, and
its translation to the cleared districts where once the virgin
forest reigned is evidently a matter of some time.

8. Pezoporous formosus, Latham.
The G-round Paroquet is common on the West Coast.

Observed on the swampy, marshy lands near Long Point,

near the " Neck," and on Penguin Island near the
settlement (L).
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9. Lathamus discolor, Shaw.

A small flock seen near Long Point so early as the montb
of August (M).
The Swift Paroquet appears in great numbers when the

blue gums are in blossom (B).

10. Trichoglossus pusilltjs, Sliaiv.

The Little Lorikeet is recorded by Gould as found on the-

island, but there is some doubt about the locality, as he says-
" On Maria Island, near the entrance of Storm Bay."

PICARI^.
11. CucTJLUs FLABELLiFORMis, Latham.

Several examples seen along the coast in lightly timbered,

country not far from the sea (L).

One seen in August in the vineyard near the homestead
(M).
Note.—The season for cuckoos had jDassed when my son.

visited the island, and so the above was the only species seen.

The pallid cuckoo, and probably the bronze cuckoo

(G. plagosus), are no doubt found hei-e throughout the

migratory months, September to March. The occurrence of

the Fan-tailed Cuckoo so early as August is remarkable, and
vyould almost indicate that the individual had not migrated.

12i PoDARGUs cTJviERi, Vig. and Horsf.

The " More-pork " is found near the settlement (B).

PASSERES.

13. CORONE AUSTRALIS, Goulcl.

The White-eyed Crow is abundant (L).

It is a disputed point among Australian observers whether
there are, or are not, two species of Gorvidce in this region, an
idea being prevalent that the hrown-eyed birds are the young.

Sharpe, however, in his catalogue, classes the brown-eyed
crow as a raven, having larger nasal bristles and a longer-

first primary, with the nostrils placed in a groove. The type

bird of the species presented by the Linnsean Society to the

British Museum has these characteristics. The feathers of

this latter species, also, are quite white at the base. In my
"Systematic List" I entered it on the authority of a specimen
in the British Museum presented by Mr. Ronald Gunn, who
was a thoroughly reliable collector, but I have not yet had
an opportunity of examining a series of Brown-eyed Crows and
satisfying myself as to the validity of the species in/

Tasmania.



BY COLONEL W. V. LEGGE, K.A., ETC. 87

14. Steepera aeguta, Gould.

Observed near the settlement (L).

It is probable that both species of Black Magpie are found
on the island The Hill Crow-shrike is an early breeder in the
South, where I have found full-grown young at the end of
November.

15. Geaucalus paevieosteiSj Gould.

A visitant to Maria Island, departing in March (B).

My son did not observe this species in April ; it probably
leaves the East Coast early in the autumn, though I have
seen it in the Domain at Hobart as late as the first week
in May.

16. CoLLYEiociNCLA EECTiEOSTEis, Jard. and Selby.

Observed in the scrub about Bernacchi's Creek, near the

settlement (L).

17. Pachycephala glaijcuea, Gould.

Found on the West Coast ; a specimen procured in pepper-
mint bush on the hills south of the settlement (L).

18. Ehipidtjea sattjeata, Sharpe.

The Tasmanian Fantail was observed in numbers near the
settlement, frequenting briar bushes and scrub near the creek
with the same tame habits which always characterise it (L).

This interesting genus of fly-catchers has an almost exclusive

oceanic distribution and numbers a great many species (53),
some of which are peculiar to small islands in the Pacific. The
most northerly species are the two " Pantails " of India, one
of which is the pretty little Ceylonese bird, H. Albifrontafa,

which extends to the N-W. Himalayas. Sharpe has recently

separated the Tasmanian bird from the Australian B. Alhiscapa,

on account of its larger size, darker head and throat-collar, and
richer under surface. He gives the wing of two specimens as
2*9 against 2'75 in the Australian bird. An example in my
collection in the adolescent stage measures only 2"7. The
back is dark olive-brown, with broad rufescent tips to the back
feathers, and narrower margins of the same on the hind neck
and nape ; the tippings of the lesser wing coverts are also

fulvous. A series of these birds from the North Coast,

King's and Flinders Islands would be valuable, in order to

determine the question of the gradation or otherwise of OTir

species into the Australian form.

19. Petececa Leggii, Sharpe.

The Scarlet-breasted Eobin was not uncommon along the

West Coast, and observed near the settlement (L).
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20. Peteoeca phcenicia, Gould.

This Robin is numerous in the western part of the island

This is the most saxicoline of the robins in Tasmania,

reminding one forcibly of the wheatear in England, and

even tbe stonechat. In its little, quick flights from stone

to stone in the open fields, then flitting ofl" to tbe post of a

fence and quickly alighting therefrom on the ground, where it

will snap up an insect or flyand devouriton aneighbouring clod,

it shows the habits of a true chat.

21. Petk^ca ehodinogaster, Drapiez.

Seen near the " Possil Cliffs " (M).

22. Petrceca vittata, Quoy et Gaimard.

The Dusky Eobin is as common on the island as elsewhere

;

observed about tbe settlement and in the open bushland along

the coast (L).

23. Geocichla maceorhyncha, Gould.

One example procured in the scrubs on the west side (M).

This fine Tbrush will, no doubt, be found to be common in

the mountain ranges of the island. It is probably as

numerous on the slopes of Mount Wellington and in the

spurs of the range as anywhere in the eastern half of the

island.

Mr. Seebohm, our chief authority on thrushes, has united

all those species which have a white underwing bar under
the genus, Geocichla, the type of which is Kuhl's Ground
thrush, G. interpres, from Java, Sumatra, and Lombock. The
genus is a widely-spread one, but not represented in Europe.

In Asia it has an Oriental distribution, i-anging from Eastern

Siberia through Burmah to India and Ceylon, and thence
through the Malay Archipelago, where it is well represented,

to Australia, in which region it is the only Thrush" found, and
there exists in the form of three species

—

G. Heinii (North
Australia and Queensland), G. lunulata (N.S. Wales to South
Australia), and G. macrorhyncha (Tasmania). Africa is a
stronghold of the genus, eleven species being found in that

continent. Our bird is at best a sub-species or insular

variety of the continental bird, from which it chiefly differs in

thelargesizeof the bill; buteven in this organ the dissimilarity

lies in its stoutness, for the difference in length is

scarcely appreciable. The length from tip to gape,

straight, varies in eight specimens in my collection from
1"38 to i'45, and in three continental specimens of G. lunulata

it is r37 and 1'38. The tinting of the underwing bar is

almost as buff in the continental as in the insular species, but
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in tte latter the upper surface is darker and the crescentic

dark markings broader, particularly on the upper tail coverts.

The lesser wing coverts are more conspicuously tipped with

ochraceous white ia the continental species, and the wing is

slightly shorter than in our bird. The wing measurements in

the respective series above alluded to are 5"3—5.4 inches, and
^•1—5'3 inches.

The Tasmanian G-round Thrush is an early breeder. Mr.
-Chris. Adams of the Lower Piper having found a nest with

two eggs in that district on the 4th of August this year. A
nest was also found on Mount "Wellington this year at the end
of July.

24. Ephthiantjea albifrons, Jm-d. and SeTby.

This interesting little bird was observed on marshy ground
near Long Point, a small flock were frequenting reedy ground
near a lagoon (L). Mr. Morton likewise observed it near

near the settlement in the beginning of August.
These valuable observations prove that this pretty little chat,

which has hitherto been thought to be migratory to Tasmania,

is, to a certain extent, resident here, and that Maria Island is

one of its winter localities. It is likewise found in the winter

on the eastern shores of the Derwent, for my son observed a
small flock feeding on the shores of the inlet at Muddy Plains

in the latter part of June, and on the 21st of May met with a
flock close to Bellerive township. In the summer they are

found in many localities along the Derwent where the ground is

marshy and covered with rushes, rank tussocks, and small

bushes, in which places it builds. In former years, Mr. Edward
Swan informs me that it used to make its appearance at

Cornelian Bay and bred where the cemetery is now situated.

I found it breeding near South Bridgwater in October
last, and observed it plentiful at South Arm Neck in

November, and in this secluded locality it is doubtless resident.

The probably correct hypothesis is that it moves about the

country in the breeding season, and is therefore more noticed

then than in the winter, its numbers being also increased in

the summer by a partial migration from the mainland.

25. CiNCLOSOMA. PTTNCTATIJM, Latll.

Observed by Mr. Morton in bush on the West Coast.

This pretty bird is erroneously styled a thrush in the
colony, but it differs from that family in the structure of its

wing, leg, and bill. It is again called a "dove," a terrible

misnomer, when we think of the beautiful ground doves that

exist in tropical regions. It is no more unorthodox, however,
than christening the magnificent bustard of Australia a
TttrJcey ! The genus Cinclosoma is a Papua-Australian one,
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consisting of ten species, the most northerly ranging of which
finds a home in New Guinea, and another, the handsoma
chestnut-backed ground thrush is a well-known inhabitant of
the Murray districts.

The stoutly scaled tarsus, short rounded wing,with lengthened

first primary, graduated tail, and conical-shaped bill, distinguish-

the genus Cinclosoma from the thrushes and denoted to b&
strictly a Timaline bird.

26. StiPITTJRTJS MAIiACHURIIS, Slmiv.

The Emu-wren was seen by Mr. Morton.
This pretty little bird is more widely distributed than the

ordinary observer imagines, for its skulking habits lead to its

being passed over in many districts which it inhabits. A
favourite locality for it is the vicinity of damp fern brakes
which intersect the open, sparsely-covered wastes near the sea

coast.

27. Sericornis htjmilis, Gould.

The Bush-tit is common about the creeks in the bush, a

locality in which it is usually found all over the island (L).

Mr. Morton likewise found it about rocks near the sea coast.

The inquisitive nature of this little bird renders it very-

familiar, and in the unfrequeDted districts of the "West it is

so tame that I have had it alight close to my feet and hop
about, peering into my face in a charmingly fearless manner.
The wing in the male measures 2*4 to 2"5 inches, and in the

female 2 "2

28. ACANTHIZA DIEMEKENSIS, Gould.

The Brown-tail is common about the creeks along the "West
Coast of the island (L).

29. AcANTHiZA CHETSOERH^A, Quoy. et G.

The Yellow-tail was very common in all suitable localities on
the West Coast (L).

30. ACANTHOEHTNCHUS TENUIEOSTRIS, Jard.

This handsome Honey-eater is found in the heath-covered

wastes near the lagoons on the sea coast (L^.

The " Spine-bill " wanders from its ordinary haunts when
honey -bearing plants are in flower. It is often to be seen in

gardens in the heart of the city, hovering about flowers, and
flitting actively from branch to branch, its graceful form
clinging to a twig while it adroitly inserts its long bill into the

heart of the blossom which aff"ords it its favourite food.
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31. Melithreptus melanocephalus, Gould.

Abundant not far from the settlement (L).

This species is one of the most gregarious of our honey-
eaters. I have seen it in the Domain in large flocks during
the autumn, the members of which keep up a constant
repetition of their cheerful, chirping notes. It is plentiful

in the lake district, and on the Western Mountains, and I
have seen it at Lake St, Clair and along the track to

the King River, where I met with it in numbers in the

Valley of the Collingwood.

32. Melithkeptus validieosteis, Gould.

The Strong-billed Honey-eater is numerous in the bush (L).

33. Ptilotis elavigtjla, Gould.

Common in the gum " bush " of the island (L).

34. Meliornis Austealasiana, Shaw.

Found in abundance in the island (L).

I noticed this honey-eater in vast numbers in the scrub

lining the shores of the lower part of Lake St. Clair. Like
most of the smaller birds in the West Country it was very

tame, flying about in the young honeysuckles near Boathouse
Bay within a few feet of the observer.

35. Meliornis nov^ hollandi^. Lath.

This showy Honey-eater was seen in the scrub in the creeks

running into the West Coast (L).

This species is far less numerous in the south than the afore-

mentioned; but on the North and on the East Coasts it is more
plentiful. Its favourite resort appears to be honeysuckle scrub
and ti-tree thickets when there are honey -bearing shrubs in

their vicinity. In 1868 I procured an interesting Albino of
this bird on Mount Nicholas. The yellow parts of the
plumage were slightly more extended than in normal examples,
and the only dark part was the head, which was pale earth-

brown ; the throat and chest stripes were paler still, and the
back-feathers grey, edged with white; iris, white; bill, pinkish
white ; legs and feet, vinous brown.

36. Anthoch^ra inauris, Gould.

The Wattle-bird is abundant (L).

Note.—Though the brush wattle-bird was not observed, it

doubtless inhabits the island in company with its congener,
Signor Bernacchi informed my son that the Miner was not

found on the island. That the commonest form of honey-eater
in Tasmania should be absent from an island only separated
from the mainland by seven miles of water is a noteworthy
fact in connection with the distribution of this species. Like
the magpie it is not fourid in wild districts covered with
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virgin foresfc. I saw nothing of it after leaving tlie part of

the Native Tier on the Oase and Lake St. Clair Road, nor is

it found, according to Dr. Holden, at Circular Head. Its

absence from the Bass Straits Islands is also probable.

Information on this point is very desirable.

37. Pardalotus punctatus, Shaiv and Nodder.

The Diamond-bird was observed about the open bush lands

of the West Coast (L).

38. EsTRELDA BELLA, Latham.

The "Piretail" was seen not far from the settlement (L).

39. Anthus austbalis, Vig. and Horsf.

The Tit-lark is found sparingly along the West Coast (L).

This bird is found sparingly on the button-grass plains of

the west, in which region I observed it in the Cuvier Valley,

the Derwent and Navarre Plains, and the Valley of the

Collingwood. It was also met with in the King William
Plateau, at an elevation of 4,400 to 4,600 feet. It is also found
on the Ben Lomond Plateau, which is still higher. In its

alpine proclivities it resembles others of its congeners, notably

the Indian and Ceylonese pipit, A. rufulus, which is found on
the highest " patnas " in the island of Ceylon.

40. Artamus sordidus, Latham.

The Wood-swallow is not uncommon in the summer (B).
The latter end of September appears to be the time of the

wood swallow's arrival in the south of Tasmania, and its

departure takes place at the end of April.

COLUMB^.
41. Phaps chalcoptera, Latham.

The Bronze-wing was observed by Mr. Morton on the West
Coast, near the homestead.

The Brush Bronze-wing is doubtless found on the island as

well as the larger species.

GALLING.
42. Stnoictjs Diemenensis, Gould.

The swamp quail is common on the west side of the

island (B).

43. Synoicus Axjstralis, Latham.

TheBrownQuailof Australia, or the smallerofour two species

of " brown quail," is also said by Signor Bernacchi to be found
on the island. I have not as yet been able to ascertain properly

the distribution of this bird in Tasmania. Most of the quail
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I have seen killed in the south of the island up to the present
time are of the larger species, known as the Swamp Quail, and
they have been in all probability shot in damp, rushy locali-

ties ; and those I have seen in the Longford district on similar

tracts of land have been the same. The smaller Brown Quail
is usually found in fern brakes, and grassy, open bush-land.

44. Htpotcenidia pectoralis, Guvier.

A Eail answering to this species is stated by Signer Ber-
nacchi to be found on the lagoons at the " Neck," and Mr.
Morton observed it in the same locality.

Very little appears to be known of the distribution of the
rails and water crakes in Tasmania, for their skulking habits

render them difficult of detection so far as the casual observer
is concerned, and it is only those who lay themselves out for

systematically collecting birds, who succeed in finding them.

GEALLiE.
45. Gallinago Australis, Latham.

The Australian snipe is found in suitable localities on the
island during the season of its visitation to Tasmania (B).

It is a singular fact that the snipe is decreasing in numbers
in Tasmania; the country is doubtless not as suited to its

habits as in former years, when swamps and favourite marshy
feeding grounds were in their primeval state ; but there are

many tracts of land fit at the present time to hold numbers of
snipe, and to which one would think that they would stray on
their arrival. Nevertheless they fail to appear in them, and the
common lament of the sportsmen is that the snipe are getting
scarce.

It is possible that the partial spoliation of their feeding
grounds all along the line of their migration on the East
Coast of Australia, may tend to divert the "stream " from its

original course, and Tasmania, lying at the end of that course,

would naturally suffer. The breeding grounds of the species,

as at present known, are the islands of Japan, and its migratory
course is past the Coast of China and the Phillippine Islands to

Australia, and thence down to Tasmania, a distance of 5,000
miles. It is no wonaer, therefore, that any change in the
features of the country which forms the extreme limit of its

wanderings should tend to make it stop short of it, and
perhaps content itself by seeking new feeding grounds en route.

The snipe procured by Grould at Port Essington, and which
he alludes to as being smaller than the Tasmanian bird, with
eighteen tail feathers and the four lateral ones on each side

attenuated appears to be the Chinese snipe, 8. Megala, which
breeds during the northern summer in S.E. Siberia, and
winters in the Malay Archipelago (Celebes and other islands),
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probably extending to the North Coast of Australia. The
above are the characteristics of this snipe, which is smaller than

the Australian snipe (wing, 56 inches against 6 to 6'7 inches),

though very similar to it in plumage, while the latter bird has

only two narrow feathers on each side of the tail.

46. NuMENius CTANOPUs, Vieillot.

Found on the coast of the island (B).

The Curlew appears to remain in small numbers through

the winter in the South of Tasmania, for my son saw an

example at Muddy Plains in July last.

47. tEgialttis monacha, Geoffrey.

The hooded Dottrel was obtained in Oyster Bay on the Five-

Mile Beach (L).

This species is doubtless as common on the island as on the

shores of the mainland. The plumage of the young, which is

cursorily referred to by Gould, is as follows :—Head and hind-

neck, back, and wing coverts bi'ownish-grey, the feathers of the

head narrowly margined with whitish, the remainder of the

feathers of the upper surface with crescentic margins of

brown and a dark shaft mark ; wings as in the adult, tail with

the outer white feathers tipped black, and the centre black

feathers tipped white ; the dark longer upper tail coverts

tipped with white ; the entire under surface with the hind-

neck collar, white ; bill darkbrown, yellowish at the base
;

legs and feet paler yellow than in the adult (February

specimen).

Gould says that the female has the crown mottled with

black and white ; but this stage of plumage is not a normal
one, as it testifies to a change occurring in the coloration,

and I have female specimens carefully sexed in the same dress

as the male, and in one of which two eggs in the duct were half

formed.

48. ^GiALiTis Etjficapilla, Temm.

This Dottrel was observed on the beach at the Neck (L).

An early breeder. I found young birds on the 7th November
at South Arm Neck, so that the eggs must be laid at the end
of September. The foregoing species lays in December on the

East Coast.

49. ^GiALiTis BiciNCTA, Jard. and Selhy.

One specimen procured at the Five-mile Beach (L).

This Dottrel is apparently migratory to this colony. It

appears in March, remaining until July, and perhaps later

;

and at the time of its arrival it is mostly in young plumage, or

with the adult bands in an imperfect state, which seems to
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indicate that there is a change of colouring after breeding. The
dress is, however, so variable, that unless a large series of
specimens were got together, shot at all times of the year, the
changes could not properly be worked out.

The plumage of the young bird in April is as follows ;

—

Head, hind neck, back, and wings, earthy brown, the feathers

of the back with narrow rufescent edgings ; the scapulars and
wing coverts more conspicuously edged than in the adult

;

forehead whitish, grading into the brown of the head ; throat

and under surface white, tinged with buff more or less iDeueath

the ear coverts ; a more or less incomplete brown baud across

the -upper part of the chest, in some only a brown wash ; legs

and feet dark olive-green. As time goes on the brown pectoral

band becomes darker, and in May blackish feathers, tipped with
white, are acquired ; at the same time the surface feathers of
the lower band begin to appear and may be found lying beneath
the white plumage. In June specimens are procurable with
the black band showing a want of uniformity on account of the
feathers being pale tipped here and there, and the rufous band
the same OAving to the white tippings. At the end of July, by a
change in the feathers the bands become uniform and well
defined. During this time the forehead bar and the loral stripe

extending beneath the eye and down the neck to the band
have been developing and becoming black. An examination of
a large number of specimens has led to this diagnosis which,
I think, in the main will be found correct, but it is probable
that "birds of the year" never get the deep chestnut band in its

completely uniform state.

The double-banded doterel frequents inland districts and is

common at the Salt Pans on the Mona Vale Estate from March
until July, and perhaps later. Wing in adult males 5*0 to 5-2

inches.

50. H^MATOPUS LONGIROSTEIS, Vieillot.

51. H^MATOPirs TJNicoLOR, Wagler.

Both oyster-catchers met with, the White-breasted at the
Neck and near the Settlement, and the Black near the latter
place (L).

aAvi^.
52. Steena poliocerca, Gould
A single example seen near Penguin Island (L).
The so-called "Bass Straits" tern is common in the

Derwent from August until midsummer. It breeds down the
Channel and at the Little Aetseon Islands, but it is apparently
more abundant in the Straits than in the South, breeding on
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many of the islands in the former. I have entered this tern
in my systematic list as S. poliocerca, not with the idea of
reversing my opinion given at page 1,027 of the " Birds of

Ceylon," where I agreed with Mr. Saunders, our chief

authority on these interesting birds, that it was identical with,

the Indian Ocean crested tevn,S. Bergii, but in order to retain it.

for the present as a local race or sub-species under Gould's

name, S. poUocereca. Terns of wide range vary much in size,

and the Bass Straits tern is the smallest form of the Crested

tern of Indian seas, the gradations in size, however, in speci-^

mens from various localities being so regular that the Southerns

bird is not considered by Mr. Saunders to hold its own as a
distinct species. When examining the specimens in his

collection I found 8. poliocerca to range as low as 12*75 in the
wing against 15"12 in the largest specimens from the Persian

Gulf. Since coming to Tasmania I have procured a fully

adult specimen with a wing of 12 "0, and I find that the bird is

different in its note and habits from the Indian tern, and that

its plumage is beautifully suffused with rose colour on the

under surface—a feature not observed in specimens of true S.

Bergii. Should individuals from all parts of Australian seas,

show the same small size, I am of opinion that ;S^. poliocerca

may stand as a distinct species.

STEGANOPODES
53. SULA SEREATOR, Ba7iks.

Observed and obtained between Spring Bay and the island

It is a matter of cofijecture wliere this gannet breeds. It

is in the Derwent nearly all the summer, and is not known to

breed anywhere on the south coast.

54. Phalacrocorax letjcogaster, Gould.

Common all along the coast (L).

This Cormorant breeds abundantly south of Hobart ; large

colonies nest at Cape Frederick Henry ( Bruni Island), and at

the Blanche Eock, near Southport.

55. Pelecanus conspicillattjs, Temm.

Observed occasionally (B).

ANSEEES.
56. Ctgntjs ateatus, LatJi.

Seen in Oyster Bay (L).

S. Bernacchi says the swan breeds in the lagoons, and is not

uncommon in the island. Mr. Morton found it nesting in

August on a lagoon on the Western side of the island. The
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nest was composed of a mass of lily leaves and aquatic plants,

collected together so as to form a vegetable island in the lagoon.

The male bird kept guard a little distance off, while the female

was occupied with the duties of incubation.

57. Tadoejsta tadobnoides, Jard. and Selby.

Found occasionally on the lagoons (B).

58. Akas superciliosa, Gmelin.

Abundant at the mouths of creeks on the^West Coast and
on the lagoons (L).

59. Spatula ehynchotis, Lath.

Observed on the lagoon ("M).

60. Anas castanea, Eyton.

The teal was also observed on the lagoons near the " Neck "

(L).

61. BlZIURA lobata, Shaiu.

The musk duck was seen on the lagoons at the Neck (L).

HEEODIONES.

62. Aedea Nov^ Hollandi^, Latham.

Seen at the lagoons (L).

The White-fronted Heron frequents the foreshores of shallow
salt water inlets as well as fresh water lagoons and rivers.

The large fresh water mussel is a favourite diet of this bird
;

it appears to open the bivalve at the hinge, as the shells are
found unbroken after the fish has been devoured.

63. BoTATJEus poicilopteetjs, Wagler.

The bittern is not unfrequently found in the swamps on the
West Coast (B).

IMPENNES.
64. EuDYPTXTLA MiNOE, Forster.

The Little Penguin is abundant,and breeds at Penguin Island
off the North Coast (L).

Note.—Etjdyttjla udina, Gould. The Fairy Penguin is

probably found here as on other parts of the Tasmanian Coast.

G


