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JULY 11th, 1906.

The monthly meeting of the Royal So-
ciety was held on July 11, His Iixcellency
ihe Governor (who was d(-umlpmued by
Lady Bdeline Stricklaud and Mr. Geo
Browne, Private Secretary) in the chair.

School

Dr. Eikington, Chief
gave a n\od interesting and important
address on *‘School Hygicne,” illustrated
with diagrams, the lentern-slides showing
the different ways in which childven sit
at school, getting into had habits, spoil-
ing their eyesight, curving their spines,
and doing themselves all xorts of injuries,
“hl(’h were owing to had ventilation,
badly constructed scheolrgoms,  hadly
placed windows, and wrongly constructed
desks, Al these could bhe obviated if
schools warc properly built, and modern
appliances nsed, specimens of which were
thrown on the screen. The greatest of
the faults committed in the name of
education in the past, said Dr. Elking-
ton, had been the non-recognition of the
physical side of the child’'s environment,
whether as an all-controlling factor n
the development of the splrltual side, or
as an all-importent influence upon the
child’s future. This was not fair to the
child, since it interfered with his mental
equipment for the-struggle of modern
competition, and frequently saddled him
with a lasting physical defect. 1t was
neither reasonable nor fair to anybody
to continue attempting to force impres-
sions, through eyes which were prevented
from ceeing and ears which could not
properly hear, to reach brains somnolent
and unresponsive from carbonic acid
oisoning. In London, great efforts were
heing put forth to better the physical
and moral status of the County Council
school population, and the results amply
justified the cost. Thronghout the British
sles the work was going on apace. Ger-
many had for years appreciated its value,
with the resulf that the proverbially be-
spoctacled student of a generation ago
was becoming rarer. Switzerland had a
widely organised system of examination
and m=pentmn practically dominated by
the school medical officer, who was a sort
of hygienic autocrat. Many of the Ameri-
can States placed the hygiene of their
schools directly under the State health
authority, and Japan had an exhaustive
system of medical inspection and super-
vision by mme 8,424 specially "appointed
doctors.  So much does America value
hygiene that it is the only compulsory
subject in the school curficulum in a
number of the States. It was well for the
teachers to become acquainted with the
main principles governing site, strue-
ture, circulation, planning, hﬂhtmo and
air suppl) ; but from a pmctlcal p-a.nt of
view these were of less importance than
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the knowledge of how to utilise to ihe
hest advantage what was provided. Ior
those who could afford (o erect a private
school on correct lines, there wag a large
available literatnre in several I‘mmmau
languages, and even in Japanese. When
money was to he spent on school build-
ings, it was generally better to expend it
on the inside than on the outside. Me-
chanieal ventilation or adjustable desks
would he a more important innovation
than a bell tower. School hygiene did not
necessarily imply large expense, nor could
a system be run on formal cut and
dried lines, snitable for all latitudes and
all classes of schocls, Like Opie’s colours,
it required to be mixed with brains. Its
resources were available for the smallest
of bock-black schools in Canada or Aus-
tralia, and were essential for the largest
of the great establishments of London
or New York. School hygicne was not
intended solely for the child. The
teacher was the mainspring of the =choal,
and causes which operated advel sely upon
his or her physical condition, ten(lei 1a
interfere with educational result, School
hygiene was not a question for State edu-

cational tems alene. «Its importance
was as great in private as in public
schools, ond its economic results were

equally striking in both. As a rule, physi-
cal culture should bhe regulated by a
medical man, as serious damage might
be done to individual weakly children by
physical overstrain. In the absence of a
trained instructsr, it should never be
undertaken. Ordlnun healthy children
derived more henefit from a noisy scam-
per round the playground than they
wounld get {rom a half-hour's ordeal of
club-waving or toe-touching mechanically
directed by an uninterested and unskilled
teacher. After dealing with the benefit
to be derived from the medical inspection
of schools, Dr, Elkington concluded by
describing the different mechanical appli-
ances, such as windows, school desks,
warming apparatus, etc., used in modern
schools, \‘.]uch were throw n on the canvas

l)) Mr. Nat. Oldham.
A discussion followed the paper, in the
course of which Mr. Smith, headmaster

ot the Model School at Battery Point,
spoke of the splendid work done by
Elkington in improving the conditions of
the schools in Tasmania; efforts which
were very much appreciated by the
teachers throughcut the State.

Bishop Mercer said if the Government
compelled children to go to school they
must nake the schools healthy places for
the children to work in, no matter what
the cost. Many of the schools in the
country were old-fashioned to a degree.
The teachers suffered even more than the
children by bad conditions.








