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I aw g¢lad I have bzen asked by the coumittee to show
/\.

vou the scenerv of the Hartz Mounteains.,and ssv something
about Hbem.becausge this locality is of especial interest te
ne,Tor €1 was the first men who ever used = cemera 1hefe’

and the first to practicallv introduce the verv beautiful

cenery to the Tasmanian public,--2t once crcatlno an inter—

mn

-est which has grown in intensityv as the vears have gdone by,

i

and the place has become better known znd talked sbout.

—
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[ heve seid these mountains have an especial interest to me!

—

2

——ves. apart from whet I have iust stated theyv have afforde

me very,very much plsasure,and vel again much sorrow,for I

7 0

lost one of my best and most lnuumate friends—--the best bush-

i

the inhospiteble wilds of its blesk

pleins.during & howling,whirling,snow blizzard. Hg&ﬁ@@iA

-man in the Huon--on
in the snow and died.no one could save him,and his compenion#
hed to flee to save their own lives which were also in im-
-minent jepordy,and todey,up yonder amidst the stunted fol-
~iaﬁe.cf thet dreat étorm—swept plain.there is a simply in-
—-scribed marble slab,let into & big rough rock,merking the
the spot where Arthur CGeeves died on thgt awful day.
One can herdlv realize how,within 12 miles of a temverate

climate there can exist contenporaneously. SUGh}lld and
[=3 84
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!Qﬂltianéerously intemperate conditions,for dur-
—-ing the awful stete of the weather on the mountazing on

that dreadful dav,awav down on the plaing at Geeveston-3000

2
i

feet below-there were no sisns of unrest or disturbandel

£

I fear this uncertaintv,this fickleness of climate on our
highlends,is gdoing to be oN NI impediment in the paths

of our Tourist Associations in their endeavours to mske thos

spote reasonably accessible and sefe for our general tourist

—-5till T feel that QNN very uncertainty may have a charm
A

for manv,alweyvs provided of course,that st the journevs end

3 . 1 . - 4 : ! .

there is 2 dood fire and a comfortsble XXXX bed--thats half

N

the battle in bush travelling.

A2 - Iaf. x

But I must hurrv on ! Let me then,first of a2ll,desl with the

-
=

N

artz lMountains from Hobart,so that

]
P

routes leading to the
you mav Szin some acquaintence with the character of their
scenerv,and be thus able the better to jiudde of their merits
—-There are two routes-—one bv water,and the other by road.
The water route is bv way of D'Entrecastesvx Charnel and the
Huon River to Shipwrishts Point,112 miles;-the other by way
of the Huon Road skirting the slopes of Mount Wellington,

crossing the Buon River at Huonville,21 miles from Hobaftf
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and then continuing along the banks of the river

as far as &@n@gﬁé&ﬁfgzaf a2 mile past Shipwrichts Point

~
-where there is a balance of 3 miles of W\ road which

lands vou at Geeveston,z total distance of 383 nmiles from
Hobart. We will glence,then,at a few of the views along the

beagutiful waterway of D'Entrecasteaux Channel.
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These views will suffice as examples of the Houn
water way. Now.we will return to Hobart and notice the

scenery of the overland route,—-
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e are now four miles from ueeveston,ano on the thresholo

of the Hartz Track which branches off from the main rocad to

the mountains)some 8 miles distent. The vievws,both bv land

a
and water vhich we have just noticed.cennot but be ARNINPyEs

AJUKe attraction to the tourist,who ind edlmay fetl well re-
/\
-paid for the journev bv them alone. The steamer and coach
@9 (s ALuv>) :
services,are excellent. Qh@ee coaches per day,with the k-
o e W fulint o/
DAt of an XiheRwboreror service \AANAM ., and 2 deily
A o mado Luyoyable @
steaner, INKNN the journey 6”’660!1&1“ QQ@Q&Q,&D& convenient.

This track to the mounteins owfg its existence,in very

o

large measure.to the eroyv of Senator Dobson,who has always
been so active in promoting anvthing that will stimulate the

Tourist traffic in our state.
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It was opened in 1893, and improved much afterward

and an accommodation house ereote%ét its termination

on the mountain plain,near the supmit,which proves z dreast
boon to travellors.beind so much more comfobtable than a
tent. The track was surveved by Mr Osborne Geeves and hig
sons,and was cubt out by his son Arthur,who su Uentlv\ﬁ\
will be remembered,lost his life on the mountain. The 8

niles of bhis track,from South Creek t6 the Accommodation Hut
is one continual unfoldment of almost the whole of Tasmanias
store of botanical treasures,snd lovers of nature cannot but

o

admire and enijov the endless bush pictures displaved so lav-
—ighlv on either hand--of changing forest trees,beautiful fol.
-iage,and sraceful fern. The Kermandie River is crossed sev-
-eral times durin Q the first mile or so of the track,and at
two miles,furnishes rather a picturesoue waterfall which is
worthy of notice.——

Tnlu river tskes ils rise irom a l\pﬂﬂb button-rush plain

of about 300 acres.at an altitude of oMN 1300 feet--and is

crossed by the track at about 4 miles from South CP§§§}/%P01

b et

one cart of vhis 1little plein rather a prettv vpeep of the

head of Mount Hartz is got.
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from the Kermandie Plains one begins to enter the

sub—m zone and the LOlldQG aqsumeq nuch msrmes

~

and beautv.
Y592 Vew @/%WW %‘7&0% i
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The track is very hillv in verts,but the riges,although in
places steep.are sbort,and slimpses of the hills,and occas-
—ionally of the mountains in the distence.are reliefs to mo-

~-notaenv.

54 %/%M Qeeanawotibo [bi

adiunct to T situated on the Hariyz

Plain.byv & good ¢ a dense mvritle bush

which shelters it ©

vrevailing winds. It measvres %2

()

3 compartments.a central rodm

1.and two rooms [on

< and gentlemen. There are no fireplaces imthe sleepdn

g, 2nd the wooden bunks are S0 hard !

From this Accommodation Hut.tracks——hardly definite enoush

however for the gdeneral vi isitor——brench off to the different
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lakes and the mountain top. The view on the screen,

showing the mounteain olain,will now afford me an opper
~tunity for a brief description of the 'locale' of the Siﬁhi
and of the Hartz Raﬁée itself.
The rugged basaltic formation of the summit of the range
stends up finelv and vrecivitately from thisplain.rising to
about 2 thousand feet,trending roughlv N.W. and S.E, for 8
miles or so,--the southern aspect terminating in two fine,
and bold pyrimidel bluffs,which join the Adamsons Peak group
while the northern end peters out in & series of Jjadged,sharm
wedge shsaped rocks,called Bhe Pinnacles.
Th@a plain,shown on the screen, stretches along the base of
this rugdsed mountain crest,its width averaging,l should think

about 13 miles,seeming to be formed of slight terraces,whose

I~y

slopes are usually clad with dense fringes of timber. The

altitude of this vlain is about 2000 feet above sea level.and
it is ouite free from button rush--those who have had exver-
-ience of button grasg travelling would appreciate the'going'
on the Hertz Plain--and in lieu of this abominable grass,ther
ig a soft,tuftv,.mountain artichokelwhich is very vlesant and

A .
safe to walk upon. (ds‘tbba,ae; ’Wm)

There sre seven lakes in all on the mountains-<2ll lving

nder rusged shelter of the
under the rusded shelter of the crest of +
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being on the Fast side of the range,none of them be-
-ing large.but all most Dioturesaue'seeming to be like

pockets on the sides of the ranée(their drainage outlets/
strange to state{are all situate at their southern ends
£

Most of them heve been stocked with Loch Leven trout,and in

the large lake the trout have been seen of fair size.but are
egicle

reported to be difficult to Hd?% in the orthodox way. Person-
—-21lv I doubt if thev will be 2 permanent success,om account
of paucitv of food.still that remains to be proved.and alth-
Yy
-ough much in evidence now in the lake;gdﬁg\ung_f haWgbeen
s

Fairly hocked. If fishing can be successfully meintained it
will mezan 2 tremendous additional attrasction for the localitw.
We will now notice the lzkes and scemerv at the northern

end of the range which lie most convenient to the Accommod-

—-2tion HQuse.The first one--zbout £ of & mwile distant

)(57 igja% a lake of about 500 X 200 yards,of an

1 1

oval shape,and h been named after the discoverer of these

mountain beavties,the veteran explorer of the Huon,-Mr

Osborne GeevesS.——.. Guite close to this lzke is another,

naned oéda/ﬁejzju{

58 / 0 b . 3 ) n
after:the man who accompanied Mr Geeves

when he made the discoveries.
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This view is gdot from the high northern embankment
of the lake.and from this vosition & verv dood view
of the northern trend of bhe Hartz?anée is obtained,called
59- Yo fovnaeleo,
Retween the Pinnegles and Leke Perry is an open saddle call-
-ed 'The Gap'. From here a masnificent view presents itself.
The Gap dios vrecipitatelv into the sreat vallev of
the Picton River,and immediatelv bevond the river, Mount Pio%%
A
from which the river takes its name,rises uo abruptlv and
majestically.and vresehts & spectacle which.however,can only
be trulv revresented bv the artists brush---

0. Wik Dot o e Tufo. ~

The vhoteosraph on the screen is reallv & caracature of the

§

actual scene. Glympses of the srander mountain ranses bevond
are obtained.but thev will be more varticularly dealt with
when we show the gcenery of Mt Hartz orover.where thev are
seen to better advantage.

In this a&ﬂ%ﬁﬁVQ Pictop vallev we have the most extensive

strinsv bark forests in the state—--very heavilv timbered.

o,
et

Across the Gap,down into the Picton River and bevond, skirt-
-ing the southern slopes of Mt Picton.is a track running intc

the Arthur Plains towards Port Davev. This track taps mineral

country 'en route!'
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but althoush several dcod 'shows' have beern located

AW45TNP41N nothing tabgible has resulted.and indeed

I fail to see how anyvthing tangible can result.the vlace be-

/

—-ing absgolutelv inaccessible at present.

The outfall of the two lakes we have just noticed. Osbo?ne
and Perry]ivnction about 3/4 of & mile below on the vlain.zrr
g;aaﬁgné the River Arve.one of the manv tributaries of the
Huon River,and at zbout a 1/4 of a2 mile further.their combin-

-ed waters tumble down 2 steep dorse making g series of fine

waterfalls which I shall now show VOU.,————e

é,/ % {tﬂ&@z Qrwe ¥all*

'Beturnine to the Accommodation Hut we will now visit the
series of lakes lving at the Southern cuarter of the range,
the general cheracter of the track being sbownbbv the photo-
—sraph on the screen.running over open.tussocky country for
about 2 miles to the ranse. Tt was QNYAL in this lo-
—cality that in 1898 thw very sad sccident hevvened to the
menbers of the Geeves familv--two of their number succuwbind

in the midst of 2 fearful blizzerd. The circumstance caused
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a orofound sensation throushout the Huon District.
5 a aL&’/

and evoked seom § wave of svmoathv such as I have

~

never QQWABAA before. A memorial.in the form of a marble

A
slab was erected bv subscription on the Hartz Plain.not far
from where the deaths took nlace,——
On this plain we meet with vrettv little tarns surrounded bv

beavtiful foliage,—— #

the view on bhe screen being an example.
This view brinss us now to the southern lakes.of which there

are four lving on the east side of the range.the fifth leake

being on the other,or western side,d“{!\-xt\qm The lake
shown on the screen I named Laske Hgperance,as from it the
Esverance River takes its rise,the other three eastern lakes

£ !

contrivuting their waters to the sanme rEroE.

X é “@ i R 5
Rl -
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We will now climb the range,and I shall endeavour
to describe the vanorama spread out before the
visitor as best I\oan withovut the aid of vhotosravhs,.for I
have to confess.with much resret.that I have never heen for-
~tunate enoush to strike a clear dayv suiteble for suvccessful
photographic work,durind the menv vigits 1 heve made to the
mountaing. The top of the mountain rande is veryv sharp,
and when one comes up ana§ is suddenly confronted by the im—
CrAs £
-pressive western panorama beyond,it simply takegﬂwhat reserz
of breath vou mav have heft after vour climb,XINYNJAYNX !
I remember asking my old friend the late Mr J.B.Walker what
were his imoressions when he first sishted thé¢Svenorama.
" Whv".he reolied."I just stood and shouted".
Anotbef told me he felt like bresking out into 2 song of

) -
thankssiving to Him whose DHNNNMWR Hand Qa so indelibly im-

]

A
-pressed upon all sround,-——it was so indescribablv soul-
—inspiring.he said:--and so it is’every bad el tdn ol

®Weeping round from Bast to North the venorama embraces the

)
o

T

C

vieter settled oxmykerw vortions of Tesmania,-Bruny Is]and,
D'Entrecssteanx Channel)The Huon Vallev)and awav bevond,the
We]]inﬁtom?{gnge'with The Huon Belle.&c &c--the extreme north

<west showing the trend of the Hartz Ranse with the lakes be-
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-low.looking like little Dools,amd'awav in the

J

the Bumboldt Range.and

£
!

dim distence the masses of
,uuwn_/l/(‘u/m'/{‘l?
the wounteins of the Gordon River. ComNing round west the
N
messive, magnificent form of Mt Anne,with the closely tower-
-ing ““ Mt Picton,are beautiful sights.but the CGrandest
of all is the Arthur Rande,that solitarv.rudged,mountain

ﬁ&édi_chaln riging abruptlv from the button rush plain and

Juduaitam wa Ll
running for 20 miles north and scuth—--azn ewe insviring VMNM%V

grandlv nioturesgue from end to end.

‘“f /ZWY&LIL’JK

%; the sovthdwest.the rugded mounteins zbout the Port Bavey
coast--the Bathurst Ranges--are seen,and to the South the ma

masses of La Perouse snd Adamsons Peak.

There is no other place in Tasmania where such an effective
vanoramsa of some of the most imvressive of our western mount-
-a2in scenerv can be obtained,and at so little sacrifice in
exertion.time, and expence.
Lake wartz.the lardest of the lake group.lies @500 feel be-
-low the saddle from which these panoramic views are obtain-
-able,surrounded by fine foliadge with an artistic backsround

of the mountein itself.--

7. oa/@/ewgrm/ %g
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It is shaped somewhet like the letter D. and I
wWhuld rouchly estimate its area at about 1000 by
500 vards. It discharges its overflow into the Picton River

some five wiles distant.,and at asbout 18 miles from the iunct-
-ion of that river with the Huon.
50, Meatlie Vagos.e.
This i@ a beautiful adiunct of the lake--a shallow lagcon—-
which the Geeves have named after mv humble self.

Blaroalig
This is an Qﬁamﬁén.of one of the most éeliéhtfu%&reminis—

.
A
Vi

cences of the Hartz Mountsins-our camp bv Lake Hartz.which

included Mr Osborne Geeves.his son Arthur(%ho afterwa¥ds %
was killed on the mountai%)and one or two lady relatives.

It wes delishtfully warm,calm summer westher,the beavtiful

foliase on the lake mardgin meking zn mdeal camnind dround.

q
I shall never forget the camp fire chet of that nisht.lastin
) Q N
i ¥
risht vp till midniﬁht—7yhen Arthur and I cravled under our

1i§bt,1ittle tent flv'one end blocked up with drass tree Ixz

leaves.the other with our own big feet.he confessed to me




track which

leads

It passes thoough magnificent foliage,and fine timber coun-
-try,and when within a mile and a half of the Picton a great

reak in the mountain side occurs many hundreds of feet in
heisht,over which the Hartz Lake waters pourx in a series of
two Wat°Ptd11§ which,effective enough under ordinary condit-

-ions,must be exceedingly srand mm#zr during heavy rainfalls

.

(e Lowo Vel ins ,amtwan?)

but owing to their confined mlonLlOﬂ?)ﬁﬂlq latter condition
would make them quite unaporoacHable for vhotodraphig pur-

-POSES.,

53 WMM@M
*ul . Xerser o ¥

The Picton River,distant about 1 mile from the Falls.is an
ideal fishing stream.

/W% /z&/énaw
It takes its rise from the La Peapse Range,some 30 miles
distant from its terminal--its junction with the Huon River,

and for some 20 miles its average width is about 100 feet.

Here was a sreab pine country in earlier days,and the Huon
Pine setlbers freguentesd it much,but all the piae has been
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worked out,although fairly large natches are still
to be found away up the creeks which flow into the
riverx,but theyv cannot be dot near enoush to a water-way of
sufficient volume to wash them down into the big river where
they could be rafted BWN\ to the setbtlements.

§b. Y fritne Tluer .

Fishermen will recognise the attractive avvearance of the

Picton as a fishing stream,yvet strandge to say,there is a

WNNL absence in its waters of any but native fish, This is
A
rather R\ extraordiaarvl6h5ho@eAA¢oonsideriné how well stock-
. . 1 . a 1 3 -
-ed the Huon River is wibh the Salmon1q§,and that no imped-

-iment whatever occurs in the Picton,from its junction with
the Huon to its upper waters,to hinder the passage of the
fish.

At this oart of the river the rough cut Port Davey track
crosses,--the river being fairly fordable. This track,pass-
-ing,as we previously noticed,the Hartz Accommodation Hut on
the mountain plain,lends additional value to the Hartz Trip,

because it affords the hardy climber the means of seeind all

that the Hartz can offer,those vracks forming a complete

P

loop round the range,the total distance being about 14 niles.
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Those adventurous spirits can plunde into the uzr

very thick of Tasmanias tvoical bush countrv,and

N
I have alwavs thought it is wortH a little exertion to obtai
A

00

this experiance. The fisherman,to,who mav not be satisfied

with the quiet and the imvorted trout of the besutiful lakes

)

on the mountain.,ean dip down into the Picton where he can

a

have miles of an ideal stream at his disposal.and althoush
it mav be difficult to hook a wavward sakmon from the Huon,
vet he can cabch the native article-which someé peovle sav

A}
/‘o 1 X} 1
Mg the best after 21l.

A
T wqpld bv no means.however,advise anvone bub experienced
bush c¢limbers to do this triv. Last tome when I passed thro-

-ugh in verv hot weather,l had.over 80 Lbs.weight on my back

SINTRINLEN M. T PxpNsd when half wav uo the steeo Port
~
Davey Track,on the way back to the Hut, I gealt remember NN\
ey ,

A
kxkaBnikxnaxrhrefzdiatkingkeahgngrhgdrXchzsenaaf ks ifnkaigazin

i —emm exceedingly vleased whea I reached the Hut again
I e R
-L__This is the first time I have made MWW confession ogﬂﬁg

weakness,but it was only the natural result of misbehaviourr

S~ | had been drinking too much Wah@’ékwing the march.

:
]
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Ladies and Gentlemen.l fear I have oversteooed was

4,
.

and T will now wWOWIDEBNA conclude by offering a few remard

linits efwy shere—of this evenindf esd
-marks on some aspects of the tripv I have had the honour and
also the great oleasure of unfolding to vou.

£o
L

Ag regards the value of the Hartz Mountains as a Tourist

Resort, that is thoroushlyv assured,the beautyv of the scenery
all along the line is so vatent to all to admit of anv doubt
on that score.--still much remains to be done vet to make
the trio an easyv and comfortable one for the ordinarv tourist
of both sexes. This latter observation avplies eguallv to
nearly all of our highland tourist resorts—--they are all
fairly avoroachable.and have all shelter of some sorti.bub
what about the comfort,so essentially necessary to make them
oleasant,inviting,and worth stayins at? I &N&Nﬂ know ofﬂzﬁk
Visctoys A

Y ggn i E ] [

ﬁplacagwhere INgj i ,
Caw '
aMWAA De decently comfortable. ﬂl{/uw/{;ﬁ»@(v WM
A

This must be remedied—-and I supvose it will be in time--

but by whom? Well,I don't aguite think that our Tourist Ass-

—-oGiations.in their oresent financial situations.can do it,

or should be asked to do it. I have felt i€~§ nonstrous

thing that a mere handful of individuals in our two cities,

1 £~ e £ 1
who Torm the real maingt as y
- Teristay of our Norther i
» Northern Soubhern
and
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Associations should have to be repeatedly oubting
their hands into their ovogkets to further the in-

~terests of practically the dreaber part of

buv State. Pat-
~-riotic sentiment is risgnht enousgh and is worthy of every en-
—couragement.put our tourist business.it seems to me.,cannot
be run successfullv on sentimental lines alone.but must lar-
-gely be resarded as a purely busines swéculation. Let the
Government make the Tourist Traffic a serious oari of its
policy,and if it would be found unwise to create a Tourist
epartment.let there be active and generous support and co;

-operation given to the two associations,north and south,who
have done and are doing so much good work in the interests

S — =

of Tasmania,and who.with increased State facilities could
speedilyv make our beaubiful island accesgible and comfort-

-able to all classes of our vigitors.
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