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Abstract 

This thesis is an analysis of the outcomes of the trials of 7,763 committals to 

the Salford Hundred quarter sessions between 1828 and 1837, and an examination of 

the penal and social experiences of 723 Salford Hundred convicts who were 

transported to Van Diem en's Land. 

It is presented in three parts. The first contains essential background: an 

historiographical survey of frameworks used by recent historians to explain convict 

behaviour; the methodology used to identify the convict cohort and analyse 

experiences; a description of distinguishing geographic, demographic, economic and 

social features of the Salford Hundred; and an account of the historic roles of quarter 

sessions, justices of the peace and the law on larceny as they affected trials in the 

Salford Hundred. 

The second part is a detailed statistical assessment of offences and offenders 

at Salford Hundred quarter sessions. It identifies some characteristics of the 7,763 

people committed to trial and the 1,728 convicted felons sentenced to transportation, 

provides six basic tables which give quantitative assessments of offences, makes 

some historiographical evaluations, and compares the outcomes with similar 

historiographical examinations. A major feature which emerges is an unmistakable 

association between sentencing to transportation and previous criminal conduct. 

The third part describes social, economic and penal conditions in Van 

Diemen's Land, identifies some characteristics of the 723 Salford Hundred convicts 

actually transported, examines their social and penal experiences, identifies some 

important features of their behaviour, and makes comparisons between their criminal 

involvement prior to transportation and their experiences in Van Diemen's Land. 

This thesis concludes that sentences of transportation at the Salford Hundred 

quarter sessions were given to hardened and persistent criminals and not to 

occasional or accidental offenders; that women convicts were sentenced to 

transportation not because of their gender but because of their criminality; that there 

was less criminal behaviour in Van Diemen's Land than was commonly believed in 

Britain; that the Salford Hundred convicts generally responded favourably to their 

new circumstances in Van Diemen's Land; and that the transportation system in 

regard to Salford Hundred convicts was successful as a means of reformation. 
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Chapter One 

Introduction 

The Salford Hundred was a local government administrative area in 

Lancashire. 1 It was prominent in the nineteenth century as the centre of Britain's 

fast-expanding industrialisation and notable for a rapid growth in its population, an 

equally rapid increase in crime and an extraordinary rise in the number of committals 

to trial at quarter sessions. England's pre-eminent manufacturing town, Manchester, 

was within its boundaries. The Salford Hundred was governed by justices of the 

peace who also exercised judicial authority through trials at quarter sessions where 

they had a lawful right to sentence convicted felons to transportation. 

This thesis is an analysis of the outcomes of committals to Salford Hundred 

quarter sessions, and the penal experiences of those convicted felons who were 

transported to Van Diemen's Land between 1828 and 1837. This period was 

selected because it was a time when radical changes were made to Britain's criminal 

laws, when numbers of offenders tried at quarter sessions increased dramatically, 

when more convicts were transported to the Australian colonies than ever before and, 

most importantly, when Lieutenant-Governor George Arthur's penal system in Van 

Diemen's Land was organised and operating. The period concluded one year before 

Manchester was granted its own city sessions, an event which significantly altered 

the judicial structure in the Salford Hundred, reducing numbers appearing at its 

quarter sessions and altering any patterns which might have emerged from its past 

judicature. 

Salford Hundred courts of quarter sessions rather than assizes were chosen 

for examination because the majority oflawbreakers were prosecuted at quarter 

sessions. Assizes were the principal criminal courts but were limited to hearing 

serious offences such as treason, murder, rape, coining and grand larceny.2 Had 

assizes been chosen, the scope of this study would have been limited to a small 

number of committals. Quarter sessions were more useful because of the enormous 

numbers and wide variety of offenders, offences and sentences, and better reflected 

general behaviour in the Salford Hundred at the time. 

1 The geographic, demographic, economic and social features of the Salford Hundred are described in 
Chapter Four. 
2 A full explanation of the characteristics and functions of assizes, quarter sessions and justices of the 
peace is given in Chapters Six and Seven. 
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There have been many studies of the nature of crime and criminality in 

nineteenth-century Britain, but a general feature has been their broad range of subject 

and time - sentencing to transportation was usually examined in a national context 

over more thun a. century, judicial calculatious wt:rn based 011 outcomes of all trials m 

all courts for the entire population of Britain and Ireland, and statistical analyses 

were made of all convicted felons transported to the Australian penal colonies during 

the whole period of transportation. 3 

This method was so enormously broad in scope that there was a loss of some 

distinguishing elements, and the nature of offences and the characters of offenders 

sometimes became indistinct. This thesis takes a different approach. It examines· 

social origins, unlawful behaviour, criminal offences and penal experiences from a 

(comparatively) limited point of view- a fixed community of people subjected to 

similar social conditions and economic circumstances, a relatively short time frame of 

ten years, a restricted geographical area defined by the legal and administrative 

boundaries of the Salford Hundred, the outcomes of a single judicial court, and the 

experiences of convicts transported to one penal colony. 

3 In the eighty-one-year period from the time the First Fleet sailed from the Motherbank in May 1787 
to the arrival at Fremantle of the last transport ship, the Hougoumont, in January 1868, a total of 
about 160,000 convict men and women were transported to the Australian penal colonies. Of these 
convicts, between 73,323 and 74,265 went to Van Diemen's Land. For the difficulties involved in 
making accurate calculations see P R Eldershaw, Guide to the Public Records of Tasmania, Section 
Three, Convict Department Record Group, Archives Office of Tasmania, Hobart, pp. 60-61, hereafter 
called Eldershaw, Guide to the Public Records of Tasmania, L Robson, The Convict Settlers of 
Australia: An Enquiry into the Origin and Character of the Convicts transported to New South 
Wales and Van Diemen's Land 1787-1852, Carlton, Melbourne University Press, 1973, p. 9, 
hereafter called Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, and C Bateson, The Convict Ships 1787-
1868, Glasgow, Brown, Son and Ferguson Ltd, 1959, p 9, hereafter called Bateson, The Convict 
Ships 
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Chapter Two 

Historiographical Survey 

It was in large Lancastrian towns like Manchester in the Salford Hundred that 

disorder and crime were generated, complained the Reverend John Clay in 1834.1 He 

told his congregations that within these overcrowded places hardened villains from a 

dangerous class lived amidst deplorable brutality, prospering on the plunder of an 

ever-increasing number of petty thefts.2 Clay implored the Salford Hundred justices 

to 'brace up to the lax discipline, and to make it sharp and stringent; to keep the 

treadmill going much longer and quicker; to flog boys' and thus reform an ignorant, 

drunken and degraded people. 3 

This defining of criminal characteristics based on long-held contemporary 

assumptions about the sordid nature oflawbreakers was one consequence of the 

sharp rise in crime in the early nineteenth century. It also brought about the concept 

of the existence of a class of' habitual criminals', an idea which originated in the 

Select Committee Enquiry into Police in 1816 when it defined 'the criminal class' as 

the poor and indigent who ordinarily committed crime. 4 This view was reinforced by 

the public comments of observers such as Gaskell, Mayhew, Smith, Clay and 

Wakefield, and by many of the witnesses who gave evidence at parliamentary select 

committees between 1810 and 1838.5 Convicted felons, they said, were hardened 

lawbreakers of the lowest caste, born into a corrupt and vicious criminal class of 

people who had been trained to crime, lived by crime, were incapable of reform and 

whose criminality was not brought about by want or need but by self-indulgence. 

1 W Clay, The Prison Chaplain, A Memoir of the Reverend John Clay, Late Chaplain of the Preston 
Gaol, 1861, reprint New Jersey, Patterson Smith, 1969, pp 163, 517-519 and 522, hereafter called 
Clay, The Prison Chaplain 
2 Clay, The Prison Chaplain, pp. 96-97, 119-120, 124, 138, 146, 455, 522 and 555; and D Jones, 
Crime, Protest, Community and Police in Nineteenth-Century Britain, London, Routledge and 
Keegan Paul, 1982, p 150, hereafter called Jones, Crime, Protest, Community and Police 
3 Clay, The Prison Chaplain, p. 120. 
4 J Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society in the Nmeteenth Century, London, B T Batesford Ltd, 
1967, pp 52-53, hereafter called Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society. 
5 P Gaskell, Arflsans and Machinery, London, John W Parker, West Strand, 1836, reprint London, 
Frank Cass and Co Ltd, 1968, p 258, hereafter called Gaskell, Artisans and Machinery; S Smith, 
The Works of the Reverend Sidney Smith, London, Longmans, Green, Reader and Dyer, 1869, 
hereafter called Smith, The Works of the Reverend Sidney Smith; H Mayhew, London Characters and 
Crooks, London, The Folio Society, edited by C Hibbert, 1998, hereafter called Mayhew, London 
Characters and Crooks; and 'Report from the Select Committee on Transportation, Secondary 
Punishment (Colonel Davies) 27 September 1831 ', in Irish University Press Series of British 
Parliamentary Papers, Crime and Punishment, Transportation 1, 1810-1832, Shannon, Irish 
University Press Series, 1969, hereafter called Parliamentary Papers, September 1831 Report 
(Davies). 
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Colonel George Laval Chesterton was a half-pay officer from Wellington's 

army who served as prison governor at Coldbath Fields for twenty-five years, and 

regarded himself as an accomplished authority on the behaviour of England's 

criminals. He told Colonel Davies's 1831 Select Committee on Transportation that 

imprisoned felons were wilful, turbulent, obstinate, disobedient and unruly, thieves 

from 'habit and business', so dreadfully abandoned that they had lost all moral sense 

and were unable to be reformed 6 John Winter, the keeper at Newgate, said they 

possessed an 'innate depravity'; Thomas Hawkins, First Mate on the hulk, 

Retribution, called them 'regular, bold thieves'; and Robert Smith, an overseer on the 

hulk, Justitia, said they were people who had 'no sense of shame' .7 Elizabeth Fry 

described women prisoners as 'the very lowest orders ofpeople';8 and Surgeon Peter 

Gaskell who examined the condition of mill workers in Manchester reported that 

women who broke the law were 'particularly depraved'. 9 

Colonel George Arthur on the other hand pointed to the influence of social 

and economic factors as causes of offending. He told Archbishop Whately that 

England's lawbreakers came from a lowest class 'pinched by poverty', 10 and that a 

large proportion 'may be the victims of the circumstances in which they have been 

placed, and of the example which has been presented to them, rather than perversely 

wicked men' .11 He went on to say that rich or educated Englishmen were not 

convicted of crimes because they had 'opportunity' whereas the poor were 'victims' 

forced into crime by social circumstances. 12 

Criminals were also believed to be morally corrupt. Bishop Ullathome 

estimated that over two-thirds of male convicts were involved in sodomy, telling 

6 G Chesterton, Revelations of Prison Life; with an enquiry into prison discipline and secondary 
punishments, London, Hurst and Blackett, 1857, pp. iv-v and 211, hereafter called Chesterton, 
Revelations of Prison Life; and Parliamentary Papers, September 1831 Report (Davies), pp. 31-33 
and 35-36 
7 Parliamentary Papers, September 1831 Report (Davies), p. 31; and 'Report from the Select 
Committee on Transportation, Secondary Punishment (Colonel Davies) 22 June 1832', in Irish 
University Press Series of British Parliamentary Papers, Crime and Punishment, Transportation 1, 
1810-1832, Shannon, Irish University Press Series, 1969, p. 107, hereafter called Parliamentary 
Papers, June 1832 Report (Davies). 
8 M Ignatieff, A Just Measure of Pain; The Penitentzary in the Industrial Revolution 1750-1850, 
London, The Macmillan Press Ltd, 1978, p. 145, hereafter called Ignatieff, A Just Measure qf Pam. 
9 Gaskell, Artisans andMachmery, p. 114. 
10 G Arthur, Observations upon Secondary Punishments to which is added a letter upon the same 
sub;ect, by the Archdeacon of New South Wales, Hobart-Town, James Ross, 1833, pp. 23-24, 
hereafter called Arthur, Observations upon Secondary Punishments. 
11 G Arthur, Defence of Transportation, in reply to the remarks of the Archbishop of Dublin in his 
second letter to Earl Grey, London, George Cowie, and Co, 31 Poultry, 1835, pp. 60-61, hereafter 
called Arthur, Defence qf Transportation. The emphasis was by Arthur. 
12 Arthur, Observatwns upon Secondary Punishments, p. 23-24; and Arthur, Defence of 
Transportation, pp. 60-61. 

C1 
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Molesworth's select committee that 'when they are locked up there is a great deal of 

crime of a monstrous character'. 13 Molesworth reported to Parliament that convicts 

transported to the colonies were 'the very dregs of society; of men proved by 

experience to be unfit to be at larg~', that they were characterised by vice, 

misconduct, licentiousness and immorality, and convict women were 'excessively 

ferocious ... they are all of them, with scarcely an exception, drunken and abandoned 

prostitutes' .14 From these views emerged the idea of the habitual criminal and the 

damned whore, stereotypes which then became fixed as 'legitimate' historical 

representations. 

Recent historians have been less concerned with moral judgements and have 

re-examined convict characteristics, revising nineteenth-century definitions, assessing 

convicts' circumstances in a variety of different historical frameworks, giving new 

explanations for behaviour by using different indicators to measure criminality, 

investigating the social background of those committed to trial and identifying the 

causes of crime. From these propositions four main themes emerged: first, the idea 

of convicts as innocent victims of an oppressive and unjust legal and social system; 

second, convicts as habitual criminals who were justly punished; third, convicts as 

wandering thieves who lived by pillage; and fourth, convicts as skilled workers 

deliberately selected for transportation as a source of efficient colonial labour. These 

historical frameworks were generally notable for their neglect of women convicts, an 

omission corrected recently by women historians such as Miriam Dixson, Portia 

Robinson, Deborah Oxley, Kay Daniels, Joy Damousi and Kirsty Reid. 

Convicts as innocent victims 

By the end of the nineteenth century, the middle-class conventional view of 

convicts generally was one of contemptuous disgust - among many observers there 

was a too-easy acceptance of the contemporary perception of convicts as habitual 

criminals and damned whores as being accurately descriptive. One consequence was 

that many Australian descendants of convicts fiercely denied their origins, afraid of 

the derision of an intolerant society and fearful that hard-earned social achievements 

13 'Report from the Select Committee on Transportation (Sir William Molesworth) 3 August 1838', 
in Irish University Press Series of British Parliamentary Papers, Cnme and Punishment, 
Transportation 3, 1837-1838, Shannon, Irish University Press Series, 1968, p. iv, hereafter called 
Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth). 
14 Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth), pp. ix, xxxiii and 16-26. 
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would be jeopardised. This native-Australian sense of shame was intensified by an 

elitist-class culture in the colonies which promoted English superiority and colonial 

inferiority, a form of social contempt that persisted until the First World War when 

Australians in large numbers saw England and the English for the first time. Their 

experiences caused them to identify a sharp contrast between Australian vigour and 

European lethargy, the substantial difference making them clearly aware of the 

strengths of their own national character. 15 An Australian ethos emerged and with it a 

spirit of national pride and an historical awakening. Australians began to defend their 

convict heritage. 

This new national fervour was first intellectually and publicly expressed by 

Arnold Wood's theme of convicts as being the best of the British, men of spirit and 

enterprise, scholars and heroes victimised for virtuous and principled aspirations, and 

desperate poor who stole because they were starving. Convicts, he wrote, were 

'children of misfortune' rather than 'children of crime', innocent victims of an 

oppressive and unjust legal and social system which existed for the benefit of 

England's ruling class. 16 The English, he argued, who prosecuted and transported 

them were the 'atrocious criminals' - it was the perfidious nature and immorality of 

an English upper class, not the misbehaviour of a working class that brought about 

the injustice of transportation. 17 

Wood emphasised two important characteristics of convict conduct. First, 

that when the law was broken most offences were not criminal but legitimate acts of 

social rebellion or permissible acts of survival; and second, that the law breakers were 

only of a 'low rank of criminality', pilferers on a small scale as a 'matter of instinct, 

not in the course of crime'. These lesser lawbreakers, 18 he said, were probably no 

worse behaved than the average Englishman though those who were transported were 

undoubtedly 'the natural leaders of their fellows ... equal and humble men' who took 

advantage of colonial opportunities and worked constructively towards colonial 

progress. 19 Though Wood's benevolent conviction was exaggerated, his proposition 

15 B Gammage, The Broken Years: Australian Soldiers in the Great War, Canberra, Australian 
National University Press, 1974, pp. 206-207; E Andrews, The ANZAC Illusion: Anglo-Australian 
Relations During World War I, Melbourne, Cambridge University Press, 1993; and R Ward, The 
Australian Le~end, Melbourne, Melbourne University Press, 1965. 
16 G Wood, 'Convicts', in Royal Australian Historical Society Journal and Proceedings, Volume 8, 
Part 4, 1922, pp. 187-188, hereafter called Wood, 'Convicts' 
17 Wood, 'Convicts', pp. 180-199. 
18 In this thesis 'petty', 'lesser', 'small' and 'minor' are synonymous when used to describe offenders 
and offences which were of a 'petty nature' in the sense expressed by Lloyd Robson in Robson, The 
Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 42. 
19 Wood, 'Convicts', pp. 180-199. 
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became a popular narrative in Australian culture. It stood unchallenged for several 

decades until eventually other historians not only disputed Wood's proposition but 

also the established nineteenth-century habitual-criminal and damned-whore 

stereotypes. Nevertheless, Wood had provided a qualitative beginning on which 

others could build more realistic and less over-stated propositions. 

Convicts as habitual criminals 

Manning Clark was an uncompromising believer in the nineteenth-century 

view that convicts were habitual criminals. They were, he wrote, thieves beyond 

doubt, men and women who were born to filth and wretchedness, and raised in 'one 

section of the working class for whom crime is an occupation'.20 Theft and 

prostitution were their main trades; they avoided work, were mentally unstable, lazy, 

cunning, uneducated and ignorant with criminal attitudes so fixed in their characters 

that they were unreformable. 21 Alan Shaw and Lloyd Robson generally agreed. Shaw 

characterised convicts as insignificant pilferers originating from an urban-industrial 

criminal class, unmistakably 'ne'er-do-wells, petty thieves, pick-pockets and shop

lifters from the towns', young men who had been convicted before and were justly 

sentenced however trifling their offences. Women were their female criminal 

counterparts with one significant difference - one in five, the 'worst' of the women, 

was a practising prostitute. 22 Robson agreed with these descriptions; they were 

accurate, he wrote, in view of opinions expressed by experienced contemporary 

sources in England such as magistrates, judges and social reformers.23 

Convicts as wandering thieves 

The Schedvins described most criminals in nineteenth-century England as 

20 M Clark, 'The Origins of Convicts Transported to Eastern Australia, 1787-1852, Part I', in 
Historical Studies Australia and New Zealand, Volume 7, Number 26, May 1956, pp. 125 and 131-
13 2, hereafter called Clark, 'The Origins of Convicts Part l '. 
21 M Clark, 'The Origins of Convicts Transported to Eastern Australia, 1787-1852, Part 2', in 
Historical Studies: Australia and New Zealand, Volume 7, Number 27, November 1956, pp. 313-
314 and 325-327, hereafter called Clark, 'The Origins of Convicts Part 2'. 
22 Shaw adds the qualification that many of the poor working class were 'stimulated to crime' by 
degraded social and economic conditions, in A Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, A Study of Penal 
Transportatwn from Great Britain and Ireland to Australia and Other Parts of the British Empire, 
London, Faber and Faber, 1966, p. 164, hereafter called Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies. 
23 A Shaw, 'The British Criminal and Transportation', in Tasmanian Historical Research 
Association Papers and Proceedings, Volume 2, Number 2, 1953, pp. 31-32, hereafter called Shaw, 
'The British Criminal and Transportation'; Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, p. 240; and Robson, 
The ConVlct Settlers of Australia, pp. 75-85 and 145-147. 



9 

wandering thieves who travelled across the countryside in summer, living off the land 

and returning to the city in winter for lodgings, food and urban pillage. This, they 

said, was a common practice between Liverpool and Manchester where thieves were 

too well known to steal safely in their native towns so they stole elsewhere.24 

Travelling according to the Schedvins was common in English criminal life and was 

practised by two distinct groups: those who regularly stole in neighbouring towns 

and returned with their plunder to the relative anonymity and safety of their native 

places, and those who were forever on the move, stealing as they went. However 

Midwinter observed that around Manchester, Bury, Rochdale and on the Todmorden 

Road there was another type - 'migratory bands of thieves and beggars roaming 

abroad' who committed highway robberies 'barbarous to an unusual degree'.25 

The Schedvins' characterisation of vagabonds was analogous to the habitual

criminal and damned-whore stereotypes. Criminals, they wrote, were born into 

'moral contagion and pestilence', inevitably progressing from juvenile thief to petty 

pilferer and finally to professional habitual criminal until eventually, between the 

ages of sixteen and twenty-five, most committed offences serious enough to be 

punished with transportation. What was significant was that the Schedvins 

identified certain personal distinguishing characteristics which marked the travelling 

thief: a dislike and distrust of authority, indifference, aggressiveness, hostility, 

restlessness, lack of application to work, ill-discipline, irresponsibility, violence, 

abusive language and impulsive behaviour such as bouts of drunkenness, gambling 

and fighting. 26 

Convicts as skilled workers 

Stephen Nicholas and Peter Shergold21 argued that in general convicts were not 

24 Mand C Schedvin, 'The Nomadic Tribes ofUrban Britain: A Prelude to Botany Bay', in 
Historical Studies, Volume 18, Number 71, October 1978, p. 255, hereafter called Schedvin, 'The 
Nomadic Tribes of Urban Britain'; and Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, pp 68-69. 
25 The Constabulary Report of 1839 quoted in E Midwinter, Social Administration in Lancashire 
/830-1860, Poor Law, Public Health and Police, Manchester, Manchester University Press, 1969, 
pp. 129-135, hereafter called Midwinter, Social Administration m Lancashire. 
26 Schedvin, 'The Nomadic Tribes of Urban Britain', pp. 262-265 and 272-276. 
27 S Nicholas and P Shergold, 'Unshackling the Past' in S Nicholas (ed), Convict Workers 
Reinterpreting Australia's Past, Melbourne, Cambridge University Press, 1988, pp 3-5, hereafter 
called Nicholas, Convict Workers; and Nicholas and Shergold, 'Convicts as Migrants', in Nicholas, 
Convict Workers, pp. 59-60; and S Nicholas, 'Beyond Convict Workers?', pp. 3-6 in B Dyster (ed), 
Beyond Convict Workers, Sydney, Department of Economic History, University ofNew South 
Wales, 1996, hereafter called Nicholas, 'Beyond Convict Workers?', in Dyster, Beyond Convict 
Workers. 
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hardened and professional criminals nor was assignment an inefficient system of 

colonial labour. Convicts, they wrote, were ordinary workers who were occasional 

offenders transported as productive 'work units' for the colonial labour market, and 

transportation was simply a means of recruiting labour through enforced migration. 

Convictism, they argued, was 'an efficient labour system' and convicts were 

'ordinary British and Irish working class men and women'28 who were better 

educated, better fed, healthier, more physically fit, worked fewer hours and were 

better housed than the working class left behind in England.29 Criteria for selection 

for transportation was not criminality but suitability of age, health and trade, though 

Nicholas and Shergold failed to identify convincingly the stage of the judicial process 

where this selection occurred. 30 

Women Convicts 

Recent historians have pointed to a gender imbalance in the history of 

convictism.31 Their major observations were that men's criminal characteristics were 

presumed to be representative of the nature of all convicts, and all convict behaviour 

was examined within a framework of male experiences. There was a disregard of the 

idea that women's involvement could have been fundamentally different from men's, 

and there seemed to be a general historical assumption that because men were 

'drunken and demoralised professional criminals' so their women equivalents were 

'degraded, vicious and depraved' and as a consequence dissolute whores. For 

example Governor King called convict women 'the refuse of London', Commissioner 

28 Nicholas emphasised that there was a qualification which should be added when using this quote: 
'They were not professional and habitual criminals recruited from a distinct class and trained to crime 
from the cradle', in S Nicholas, 'Understanding Convict Workers', in Australian Economic History 
Review, Volume 31, Number 2, 1991, p. 100, hereafter called Nicholas, 'Understanding Convict 
Workers'. See also Oxley, 'Representing Convicts', p. 88, in I Duffield and J Bradley (eds), 
Representing Convicts: New Perspectives on Convict Forced Labour Migration, London, Leicester 
University Press, 1997, hereafter called Duffield and Bradley, Representing Convicts; and R 
Shlomowitz, 'Convict workers: a review article', in Austrahan Economic History Review, Volume 
30, Number 2, 1990, pp. 67-69 and 81-84, hereafter called Shlomowitz, 'Convict workers: a review 
article'. 
29 Nicholas, Convict Workers, p. 38. 
30 Nicholas, Convict Workers, pp. 3-12, 3 8, 62-68 and 119-120; and D Meredith, 'Full Circle? 
Contemporary Views on Transportation', in Nicholas, Convzct Workers, pp 14-27. 
31 D Oxley, Convict Maids, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1996, hereafter called Oxley, 
Convict Maids; P Robinson, The Women of Botany Bay, A Reinterpretatwn of the Role of Women in 
the Origins of Australian Society, Ringwood, Penguin Books, 1993, p. 5, hereafter called Robinson, 
The Women of Botany Bay; D Oxley, 'Female Convicts', in Nicholas, Convict Workers, p. 85, and 
'Report from the Select Committee on Transportation (George Eden Esq) 10 July 1812', in Irish 
University Press Series of British Parliamentary Papers, Crime and Punishment, Transportation 1, 
1810-1832, Shannon, Irish University Press Series, 1969, p. 12, hereafter called Parliamentary 
Papers, July 1812 Report (Eden). 
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Bigge said they were 'disordered, unruly and licentious' and in 1812 George Eden 

described them in a report to Parliament as being of 'the most abandoned 

description', their unwanted presence 'likely to whet and encourage the vices of 

men'. 

Twenty-five years later little had changed. In 1837 Molesworth told 

Parliament that women convicts were 'all of them, with scarcely an exception, 

drunken and abandoned prostitutes'.32 The dominant contemporary view seemed to 

be that there was an archetypal criminal woman who was an unattractive, 

unmanageable, depraved and unrepentant whore. 33 

Thereafter the general pattern of the history of transportation defined women 

in these terms. In 1956 Clark observed that the overwhelming majority of convict 

women were plainly thieves from a distinct criminal class;34 in 1964 Shaw wrote that 

their behaviour was a constant problem - they were quarrelsome, excitable and more 

difficult to control than men and 'the picture they presented was an unattractive 

one';35 in 1963 Robson defined convict women as unquestionably criminal;36 and in 

1983 John Hirst supported the historical view that women convicts were little more 

than 'very bad characters'. 37 

In general there seemed to have been an unchallenged acceptance of 

nineteenth-century characterisations of female convict behaviour (particularly the 

damned-whore stereotype) to the exclusion of certain distinctive gender factors 

which affected female-convict behaviour. This aroused strongly-held views that 

convict women's characters had been misrepresented and women's participation in 

the progress of the colonies 'hidden from history'. 38 

In attempting to bring gender balance into convict history, five main themes 

emerged: historical frameworks used to analyse female experiences were faulty 

because they were designed for male convicts; middle-class perceptions oflower-

32 Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth), p. ix. 
33 M Sturma, 'Eye of the Beholder: The Stereotype of Women Convicts, 1788-1852' in Labour 
History Number 34, May 1978, p. 6, hereafter called Sturma, 'Eye of the Beholder'. 
34 Clark, 'The Origins of Convicts Part I', pp. 124-133; and Clark, 'The Origins of Convicts Part 2', 
p. 327. 
35 Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, pp. 148-149, 153-165 and 240. 
36 L Robson, 'The Origin of Women Convicts Sent to Australia, 1787-1852' in Historical Studies 
Australia and New Zealand, Volume II, Numbers 41-44, November 1963, pp. 52-53, hereafter called 
Robson, 'The Origin of Women Convicts'; and Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 85. 
37 J Hirst, Convict Society and Its Enemies, A History of Early New South Wales, Sydney, George 
Allen and Unwin, 1983, p. 56, hereafter called Hirst, Convict Society and Its Enemies. 
38 A Laurence, Women in England 1500-1760: A Social History, London, Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 
1994, p. 4, hereafter called Laurence, Women in Enl(land 
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class women's social habits, their sexuality and prostitution were mistaken; the value 

placed on women's work was understated; women's methods of protest were 

misunderstood; and convict women were victims of an unjust and inequitable male 

socicty.39 

Some recent historians recognised that women's social, penal and criminal 

circumstances were different from men's and instead of 'simply adding women to the 

narrative' of the history of male convicts,40 they used radically different historical 

frameworks, most involving the abstract influences of femininity, sexuality and 

gender. For example Kay Daniels emphasised how behaviour was related to gender 

experiences and how 'circumstances not character' determined women's criminal 

conduct; Joy Damousi took into account unconventional influences such as 'tensions, 

contradictions and uncertainties' which were central to the complex conditions of 

women's lives and helped shape character and behaviour; Deborah Oxley explained 

convict-women's behaviour by the gender pressures of their social circumstances and 

penal ordeals; and Portia Robinson gave weight to social rather than criminal roles. 41 

In historical discourses, women were often judged against middle-class 

expectations of how women should be - feminine, virtuous, passive, docile and 

subservient. Convict women failed to satisfy these expectations. Their lower-class 

differences in demeanour, accent, language, appearance and habits were 

misunderstood and as a result there was an assumption that because they were crude 

and ill-mannered they were also promiscuous.42 Robinson pointed to this unhealthy 

historical emphasis on promiscuity, saying it persisted throughout the history of 

women convicts simply because of a complaisant acceptance of the mistaken idea of 

women's moral 'badness', despite their behaviour being the natural consequence of 

social habits that were instinctively lower class.43 

This accusation of promiscuity, she wrote, was compounded by an unhealthy 

39 K Daniels, Convict Women, Saint Leonard's, Allen and Unwin, 1998, hereafter called Daniels, 
Convict Women; J Damousi, Depraved and Disorderly: Female Convicts, Sexuality and Gender m 
Colonial Australia, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1997, hereafter called Damousi, 
Depraved and Disorderly; M Dixson, The Real Matilda, Woman and Identity m Australia 1788 to 
the Present, Ringwood, Penguin Books, 1983, hereafter called Dixson, The Real Matilda; P 
Robinson, The Hatch and Brood of Time, A Study of the First Generation of Native-Born White 
Australians 1788-1828, Volume 1, Melbourne, Oxford University Press, 1985, hereafter called 
Robinson, The Hatch and Brood of Time, Robinson, The Women of Botany Bay; and Oxley, Convict 
Maids. 
40 Damousi, Depraved and Disorderly, p 3. 
41 Daniels, Convict Women, p 65; Damousi, Depraved and Disorderly, pp 171-172, Oxley, Convict 
Maids, pp. 99 and 202-206; and Robinson, The Women of Botany Bay. 
42 Oxley, Convict Maids, pp. 99 and 202-206; and Dixson, The Real Matilda, pp. 125-128 
43 Robinson, The Women of Botany Bay, pp. 189 and 216 
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obsession with prostitution. Too much significance had been placed on the 

conventional view that convict women were whores and Botany Bay 'a vast 

brothel', 44 a perspective which flowed to penal administrators who saw certain forms 

of Hexual behaviour in women as unacceptable in a disciplinary as well as a moral 

sense. The result was a double standard that worked against women. For males it 

was generally accepted that visible sexuality was a normal characteristic, the use of 

prostitutes reasonable, and vigorous sexual activity acceptable and not punishable 

except for sodomy, bestiality and carnal knowledge. On the other hand spirited 

sexual activity in women was called abnormal - if their natural promiscuity flourished 

they were perceived as degraded and deviant, branded as 'whores' and punished. If 

women practised prostitution they committed an offence and were punished; their 

male accomplices, convict or free, were not. This double standard created resentment 

and hostility in women which in tum contributed to general misbehaviour. Portia 

Robinson pointed to this 'damned whore' characterisation as a common but 

inaccurate and distorted stereotyping that some historians stubbornly persisted in 

using to explain the nature of convict women. 45 

Oxley examined the assumption that convict women in the colonies were 

dependent prostitutes without useful or valuable skills, and that their contribution to 

economic and social progress was worthless. Historically, she said, convict women 

had emerged (incorrectly) as an economic burden - convict men were shown to have 

built the colonies. Women's work attributes were distorted in historical frameworks 

because of a preoccupation with their appearance, behaviour and sexuality rather 

than their usefulness. Though there was a presumption that the non-market nature 

of their work was valueless, in practice they were often skilled and semi-skilled 

'potential workers and mothers' who contributed to the economic and social growth 

of the colony. They were, Oxley wrote, young, healthy, educated, at the peak of 

productive life, had acquired skills, were literate, numerate, trained and practised in a 

range of domestic occupations, and appeared to have been chosen in Britain for their 

occupational work skills - 'in spite of their lesser criminality' - though she was 

unable to demonstrate at what stage of the penal process this had occurred. 46 

Robinson pointed to the contemporary belief that women's gender 

44 Daniels, Convict Women, p. 185. 
45 Robinson, The Women of Botany Bay, p. 10, and Robinson, The Hatch and Brood of Time, pp. 
81-85. 
46 Oxley, Convict Maids, pp. 1-2, 106-107, 122, 168-169 and 228; and Oxley, 'Representing 
Convicts', in Duffield and Bradley, RepresentinKConvicts, pp. 88-105. 
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weaknesses made their work valueless despite their employment in customary 

women's domestic occupations of housekeeper, servant, cook and washerwoman -

essential and valuable work that was mostly taken for granted. In addition to the 

surprise of observers, many convict women responded to colonial opportunities and 

became proficient as wives and mothers in creating family groupings which endured. 47 

They also prospered in business as publicans, bakers, weavers and potters; in 

traditional specialised service work as midwives, nurses, needleworkers; and in 

industry as nailers, stockingers, spinners, stay-makers, mantua-makers, dressmakers 

and milliners.48 Convict women had always claimed these work skills but because of 

a contemporary obsession with an association between criminality and prostitution, 

they were often improperly categorised firstly as prostitutes and secondly as 

workers. 49 

A further historical framework related to protest by women against a 

transportation system which was regulated by order, rationality, control and 

regimentation - procedures instituted by men. Damousi argued that female convicts 

disliked this milieu of discipline and restraint, and resisted it by violent and abusive 

language, disobedience, insolence, disorderliness, 'absconsion' ,50 theft and by 

'appropriating' and 'mimicking' official punishments and using or threatening to use 

them against their penal gaolers. 51 Even drunkenness, she said, had a role in protest 

because it 'probably gave many women the courage to defy authority and challenge 

those who exercised control over them'. 52 Daniels agreed that the fiercest protests 

occurred when privileges were withdrawn or when women were dissatisfied with 

conditions of personal convenience such as inadequate rations, uncomfortable 

47 Robinson, The Women of Botany Bay, pp. 43-44 and 268-269; L Ryan, 'The Governed: Convict 
Women in Tasmania 1803-1853 ', in Bulletin of the Centre for Tasmanian Historical Studies, 
Number 3, 1990-1991, p. 37, hereafter called Ryan, 'The Governed'; and A Atkinson, The Europeans 
in Australia: A History, Volume I, Melbourne, Oxford University Press, 1997, p. 128, hereafter 
called Atkinson, The Europeans in Australia. 
48 Robinson, The Women of Botany Bay, pp. 240-243, 65-66 and 218-21; Oxley, Convict Maids, pp. 
1and125; Daniels, Convict Women, pp. 55-56; and M. Lake, 'Convict Women as Objects of Male 
Vision- An Historical Review' in Bulletin of the Centre for Tasmanian Historical Studies, Number 
2, 1988, pp 45-47, hereafter called Lake, 'Convict Women as Objects ofMale Vision'. 
49 Oxley argued against this stereotyping but commented that nevertheless prostitution was a function 
of the economy in which disadvantaged women worked. Nicholas wrote that convict women were 
not 'prostitutes' but 'ordinary working class women possessing immediately useful skills', in 
Nicholas, 'Beyond Convict Workers?', pp 3-4. 
50 'Absconsion' was a word frequently used in Van Diemen's Land convict records to describe the 
offence of absconding from a master's service, AOT Hobart Con 31 and Con 40. 
51 J Damousi, "'What punishment will be sufficient for these rebellious hussies?" Headshaving and 
Convict Women in the Female Factories, 1820s-1840s', in Duffield and Bradley, Representing 
Convicts, p. 209. 
52 J Damousi, 'Depravity and Disorder: The Sexuality of Convict Women' in Labour History, 
Number 68, May 1995, pp. 39 and 74; hereafter called: Damousi, 'Depravity and Disorder'. 
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housing, lack of privacy and insufficient living space. However, she wrote, women 

protested not only for reasons of discomfort or self-indulgence but also as gender 

resistance to a 'male-dominated power system'. Routine misbehaviour such as 

singing, gossiping and using foul language were signals of discontent and therefore 

deliberate attempts to challenge authority - even promiscuity was a protest because 

it undermined discipline. Though almost all these offences of misbehaviour were 

individual acts of defiance, in an overall sense they had a collective effecf3 and were 

especially threatening to men because they 'challenged male authority in ways that 

were different from those men expected'. 54 

Kirsty Reid looked at this 'collective effect' from a different perspective, 

pointing out that women were not powerless victims of the penal system because 

they could bargain for better labour conditions by simple 'day-to-day resistance' in 

domestic routine. This was an effective form of protest according to Reid because 

'with the minimum of effort' a convict woman could 'substantially inconvenience her 

employer' and as a result 'set the conditions and define the limits of their labour' to 

such a degree 'as to be almost free'. 55 

There was also a proposition that women who had been reduced to 

prostitution in England were transported to the colonies as 'sexual objects for male 

use' and forced by colonial conditions to continue as prostitutes. 56 Anne Summers 

claimed that the British Government had a policy of deliberately selecting women for 

transportation who were healthy and under forty-five years of age exclusively for the 

purpose of official prostitution. She also argued that when the flow of suitable 

women through the courts was insufficient to provide the numbers required, women 

offenders were sentenced more harshly than usual to make up the shortfall, and that 

after arrival in the colonies their official purpose was sexual - 'to keep men 

quiescent'. 57 

53 Daniels, Convict Women, pp 96 and 104-176. 
54 Damousi, 'Depravity and Disorder', p. 39. 
55 K Reid, "'Contumacious, Ungovernable and Incorrigible"· Convict Women and Workplace 
Resistance, Van Diemen's Land, 1820-1839', pp 107-116 in Duffield and Bradley, Representing 
Convicts; and K Reid, 'Work, Sexuality and Resistance; The Convict Women of Van Diemen's 
Land, 1820-1839', Ph D Thesis, University of Edinburgh, 1995, pp. 233-244, 253-254, and 260-
276, hereafter called Reid, 'The Convict Women of Van Diemen's Land'. The italics are Reid's. 
56 Dixson, The Real Matilda, pp 125-128; and A Summers, Damned Whores and God's Police, 
Ringwood, Penguin Books, 1994, p. 313, hereafter called Summers, Damned Whores and God's 
Police. 
57 Summers, Damned Whores and God's Police, pp. 314 and 332; Dixson, The Real Matilda, pp 
119-122. This theme was also expressed in S Rees, The Floating Brothel, London, Headline, 2001, 
hereafter called Rees, The FloatinK Brothel. 
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There were other points of view. Miriam Dixson argued that colonial social 

and economic conditions pushed women into prostitution. She concluded that 'most 

of our founding mothers and early poor women were forced into prostitution not 

through of any inherent defect of character but because it was a means of survival. ' 58 

Lyndall Ryan described women's work in Van Diemen's Land as being simply 'to do 

the men's washing, work on the government farms, serve the men's sexual needs and 

reproduce the next generation ofworkers'. 59 Therefore, she argued, because they 

were subordinated victims of a male-dominated authoritarian system, women were 

forced to use prostitution as a 'source of power and manipulation'. 60 This condition 

was perceived as deviant, depraved and therefore induced contempt - there was no 

escape from the damned-whore stereotype.61 

Finally there was a proposition that women were victims of abuse, 

consciously misused at every stage of the transportation system, physically and 

sexually mistreated on ships, on arrival ashore and when assigned. They were not 

given work which would sustain them and as a result were forced to cohabit 

temporarily with men who would be their providers and protectors in relationships 

that were patriarchal and brutal. Daniels claimed that generally convict men treated 

convict women badly because men needed someone of lesser status to dominate; and 

Reid pointed out that women were abused by resentful males because women's work 

was valuable and often preferred by employers. Thus women became the victims of 

victims,62 sexual objects, a 'species of sub-humanity' distinct from others,63 caught in 

a 'pattern of oppression and exploitation'64 and unable to escape their circumstances 

because unlike men they could not work their passages home. According to 

Summers, regardless of the lengths of sentences, women were effectively transported 

for the whole of their lives as victims under the control of men. 65 

This complex mix of historical frameworks characterised lawbreakers in 

England and convicted felons in Van Diemen's Land in a variety of ways. Some of 

them were incompatible, for example on the one hand offenders were described as 

58 Dixson, The Real Matilda, p. 139. 
59 Ryan, 'The Governed', pp. 37 and 51. 
60 Dixson, The Real Matilda, p 13 5 
61 Dixson, The Rea/Matilda, pp. 119-122 and 133-135; and Summers, Damned Whores and God's 
Police, p. 332. See also Reid, 'The Convict Women of Van Diemen's Land', pp. 149-158. 
62 Dixson, The Real Matilda, p. 123, and Reid, 'The Convict Women of Van Diemen's Land'. 
63 K Daniels, So Much Hard Work, Women and Prostitution in Australian History, Sydney, Fontana 
Collins, 1984, pp. 24-25, hereafter called Daniels, So Much Hard Work. 
64 Lake, 'Convict Women as Objects of Male Vision', p. 48. 
65 Summers, Damned Whores and God's Police, p. 320. 
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being habitual criminals of 'innate depravity' 66 and on the other as ordinary members 

of the working-class, 'children of misfortune' rather than 'children of crime' .67 

Nevertheless these frameworks and their characterisations have relevant application 

to the outcomes of the Salford Hundred quarter sessions, and the degrees to which 

they were demonstrated in the penal and social experiences of Salford Hundred 

convicts will become apparent during the course of this examination. 

66 Parliamentary Papers, June 1832 Report (Davies), p. 10. 
67 Wood, 'Convicts', pp. 187-188; 7; and Arthur, Observations upon Secondary Punishments, p. 23. 
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Chapter Three 

Methodology 

Research was both quantitative and qualitative and was conducted in phases: 

an identification of the convict cohort; a statistical analysis of the judicial outcomes 

of Salford Hundred quarter sessions between 1828 and 1837; an examination of 

convict conduct in Van Diem en's Land from 1828 until Salford Hundred convicts' 

records were discontinued; and a qualitative evaluation of convicts' experiences 

during all stages of the penal system. 

The first objective was to identify accurately those convicts who satisfied the 

criteria: tried at Salford Hundred quarter sessions between 1828 and 1837, sentenced 

to transportation before December 183 7 and actually transported to Van Diemen' s 

Land before December 1838. This required research into five areas of public records: 

calendars of liberates, lists of felons in gaols, registers of convicts in hulks, quarterly 

returns of convicts in hulks and registers of convicts in ships. 

Quarter sessions' calendars of liberates1 gave the names, indictments and 

sentences for all accused persons who were prosecuted. Liberates did not identify 

those convicts actually transported but provided a base group from which the cohort 

was eventually chosen. 

Gaol registers2 were annual lists of those convicts who were imprisoned in 

Lancaster Castle and the houses of correction in Salford, Preston and Kirkdale. They 

provided the names of the accused, the dates when tried and brief statements of their 

offences, sentences and disposals, but did not identify prisoners who came from the 

Salford Hundred - every listed prisoner was described as 'convicted in Lancaster'. 

The major value of these registers was confirmation that convictions involving 

detention were carried out. 

Registers of convicts in hulks3 established the dates of arrival of convicts at 

1 Lancashire Record Office, Preston, Calendars ofLiberates, County of Lancaster, Salford Hundred 
Quarter Sessions 1828 to 1837, QJC 2, QJC 3 and QJC 4, hereafter called LRO, calendars of 
liberates. At the Salford Hundred quarter sessions, calendars of liberates were lists of criminals 
delivered up for trial. A full description of the functions of liberates is given later in this chapter. 
2 Public Record Office London, Home Office, HO 27, Criminal: Criminal Registers, In Gaol 
Lancaster 1824-1838, AJCP Reels 2769-2791, hereafter called PRO London, HO 27. 
3 Public Record Office London, Home Office, HO 9, Criminal: Convict Prisons, Miscellaneous 
Register, Register of Convicts in Hulks in Chatham, Woolwich and Devonport 1803-1838, AJCP 
Reels 4879-4883, hereafter called PRO London, HO 9. 
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hulks, confirmed quarter sessions' records and in many cases showed 'disposals' of 

convicts, often naming ships in cases of transportation. When checked against 

nominal rolls of convicts on board transport ships, these registers confirmed which 

cu11victs were actually transported. Unfortunately some registers were missing so 

lists of convicts obtained from hulk registers alone were incomplete. 

Quarterly returns of convicts in prisons and in hulks4 were the most accurate 

hulk records available though some were missing, others were damaged or corrupted 

and disposal pages were sometimes placed opposite the wrong names. They 

provided the same information as registers of convicts in hulks but in addition gave 

chronological changes to convicts' circumstances - by comparing one quarterly list 

with its previous quarterly equivalent, changes could be detected. Though this 

method of searching for evidence was considerably time-consuming, in the end it 

provided a detailed record of all Salford Hundred convicts imprisoned in hulks and 

their subsequent disposals. 

Convict transportation registers5 did not identify Salford Hundred convicts 

but described them as sentenced at 'Lancaster'. However when compared with hulk 

registers and quarterly lists on hulks, they confirmed the names of convicts sentenced 

to transportation who actually embarked on transport ships and sailed to Van 

Diemen's Land. 

The second phase was a statistical analysis of the outcomes of fifty-five 

quarter sessions held between January 1828 and December 1837.6 These analyses 

show numbers of felons convicted; their ages, sentences and gender; the numbers and 

names of those sent to hulks; the numbers, names, ages and sentences of those 

subsequently transported to Van Diemen's Land; those granted free pardons on 

hulks, their ages, sentences and when applicable, types of illnesses; and finally (with 

transportation registers) the length of time each convict spent in custody from the 

day of sentencing to the day of arrival in Van Diemen' s Land. 

The third phase was an examination of convict conduct in Van Diemen' s 

Land. This required research into a large number of public records - conduct 

4 Public Record Office London, Home Office, HO 8, Criminal: Convict Prisons, Quarterly Lists in 
Prisons and in Hulks, AJCP Reels 5167-5191, hereafter called PRO London, HO 8. 
5 Public Record Office London, Home Office, HO 11, Criminal: Convict Transportation Registers, 
Convicts Transported 1824-1838, AJCP Reels 88-91, hereafter called PRO London, HO 11 
6 There were sixty-two quarter sessions held in the Salford Hundred between 21January1828 and 4 
December 1837, but the following calendars of liberates were missing from the Lancashire Record 
Office, Preston: three quarter sessions in 1834, four quarter sessions in the last half of 1836, one page 
from the calendar for 3 December 1832 and two pages from the calendar for 4 December 1837. 
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registers, assignment lists, indents of male and female convicts, description lists, 

appropriation and employment registers and death registers. 7 Other records were 

used such as appropriation lists from the Mitchell Library,8 colonial secretary's 

office records,9 supreme court records, 10 muster rolls, emancipation and indulgence 

records, assignment lists and surgeons-superintendent reports when appropriate. 

This research provided sufficient information to create two data bases. The 

first concerned the outcomes of quarter sessions in England and contained a record 

for every indictment brought to quarter sessions between 1828 and 1837 - that is 

7,763 records each of thirty fields of information such as offences, sentences, lists of 

stolen property and criminal events. This data base was pivotal in assessing 

quantitative outcomes. 

A second data base was created with a record for each of 723 convicts 

transported to Van Diemen's Land. There were 227 fields giving nominal features 

such as age, gender, offence, sentence, health, conduct and disposal; and qualitative 

information such as gaol, hulk, ship and indent reports, descriptions, assignments, 

disciplinary and criminal conduct in Van Diemen's Land, and punishments awarded. 

These data bases provided sufficient information to permit cross referencing and 

conclusive analyses. 

The fourth phase was a qualitative evaluation of convicts' experiences during 

all stages of the penal system. This was done by research into contemporary records 

such as parliamentary papers, gaol reports, quarter sessions' order books, newspaper 

reports and various printed sources such as Arthur's Observations Upon Secondary 

Punishment in 1833 and Defence of Transportation in 1835,11 Whately's Thoughts on 

7 Archives Office of Tasmania, Assignment Lists and Associated Papers, 1830-1852, Con 13; Indents 
of Male Convicts, November 1827 to December 1838, Con 14, Description Lists of Male Convicts 
1828-1853, Con 18; Description Lists of Female Convicts 1841-1853, Con 19, Comprehensive 
Register of Convicts, 1804-1853, Con 22; Alphabetical Register ofMale Convicts, 1804-1839, Con 
23; Appropriation and Employment Registers, May 1831 to December 1836, Con 27; Conduct 
Registers ofMale Convicts Arriving in the Period of the Assignment System 1803-1843, Con 31; 
Supplementary Conduct Registers, Con 32; Conduct Registers of Male Convicts Arriving in the 
Period of the Assignment System and Still on Strength in November 1844, Con 34; Conduct 
Registers of Female Convicts Arriving in the Period of the Assignment System 1803-1843, Con 40; 
and Registers of Convicts' Deaths 1840-1874, Con 63, all hereafter called AOT Hobart, Con 13-63. 
8 Archives Office of Tasmania, Hobart, Appropriation Lists, MM 33/3-7, hereafter called AOT 
Hobart, MM. 
9 Archives Office of Tasmania, Hobart, Colonial Secretary's Office, various documents in CSO 
1/373-895 and 5/73-148, hereafter called AOT Hobart, CSO. 
10 Archives Office of Tasmania, Hobart, Supreme Court, Minutes of Proceedings in Criminal Cases, 
SC 32/1 to 32/12, hereafter called AOT Hobart, SC 
11 Arthur, Observatwns upon Secondary Punishments, and Arthur, Defence qf Transportation. 
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Secondary Punishment in a Letter to Earl Grey in 1832,12 Melville's History of Van 

Dzemen 's Land in 1835,13 Maconochie's report on 'Convict Discipline in Van 

Diemen's Land' in 1838,14 Smith's Works of the Reverend Sydney Smith in 1839,15 the 

Historical Records of Australia16 and others. This qualitative research was used to 

support the results of quantitative research. 

The examination of the outcomes of Salford Hundred quarter sessions in 

England was based principally on information contained in calendars of liberates. 

These were lists of offenders committed to quarter sessions for trial; they were 

issued in printed form and contained offenders' names, indictments and sentences. 

Every person brought to trial was given an identifying number which was written in 

the calendar beside their names. The most important feature of a liberate was the 

indictment - a legal form printed on parchment containing name, charge, occupation, 

date of offence and the names of the victim, prosecutor and witnesses. The core of 

an indictment was the wording of the charge which was copied verbatim into the 

liberate.17 

Calendars of liberates for the Salford Hundred quarter sessions were recorded 

in two different formats - pre-trial and post-trial. Differences between these formats 

influenced the methodology of the assessment. 

The first type ofliberate was the post-trial format, available for the period 

from January 1827 to December 1834. It was issued in final printed form after 

quarter sessions' hearings had finished, showing the name of the accused, the 

indictment, the sentence and whether the accused had been convicted before of a 

felony (but not a misdemeanour). Indictments were provided for those offenders 

12 R Whately, Thoughts on Secondary Punishment in a Letter to Earl Grey, London, B Fellowes, 
1832, including Appendice Number 1, and Transportation Appendices Numbers 2 and 3, hereafter 
called Whately, Thoul{hts on Secondary Punishment. 
13 H Melville, The History of Van Diemen 's Land, London, Henry Melville, 1835, Adelaide, 
reprinted by the Libraries Board of Adelaide, 1967, hereafter called Melville, The History of Van 
Diemen 's Land 
14 'Parliamentary Papers, Convict Discipline in Van Diemen's Land, Ordered by the House of 
Commons to be Printed, 26 April 1838', hereafter called Parliamentary Papers, Report on Convict 
Discipline, 26 April 1838 (Maconochie). 
15 Smith, The Works qfthe Reverend Sydney Smith 
16 Historical Records of Australia, Sydney, Library Committee of the Parliament of Australia, 1914-
1925, hereafter called HRA; and Historical Records of Australia Resumed Series III, Despatches and 
Papers Relating to the History of Tasmania, Volume VII, Canberra, Australian Government 
Publishing Service, 1997, hereafter called HRA Resumed Series ill. 
17 Though an 'indictment' was a legal document containing among other information the 'charge' 
against an accused, in this thesis indictment and charge are used synonymously. A description and 
explanation of the form of an indictment and the process of prosecuting an offender by indictment are 
examined in Chapter Seven of this thesis. 
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who were found guilty but not for those who were discharged by findings of 'tried 

and not guilty', 'no prosecution' and 'bill cut'. An example of a post-trial format 

was the indictment against fourteen-year-old William Ogden who broke into a house 

at Ardwick and was taken by the watchman 'very much hurt' when he fell from from 

an upper level while trying to escape. 18 

63. William Ogden ... Guilty of stealing at Ardwick, three bottles of wine and other 
articles, the property of William Elle! Hurst, and of having before that time been 
convicted of felony. - Transported for 14 years. 

The second type of liberate was the pre-trial format available for the period 

from January 1835 to December 1837. It was issued in printed form prior to 

sessions and showed the name of the accused, the sentence and the indictment but 

not previous convictions for felony. An example of a pre-trial format was the 

indictment against Eliza Thomas. 19 

Event of No Names Age By whom & when Offences 
trial committed 

Transpd. 14 no Eliza Thomas 21 J F Foster Esq. Charged, on the oath of James 
years 52 yrs Renshaw, with stealing, at 

Manchester, on the llth of January, 
1834, twenty-three sovereigns and 
forty shillings, his property. 

There was additional helpful information given in pre-trial liberates: ages of 

accused, names of 'misdemeanants', names of justices who committed offenders to 

• 
18 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 21 July 1828; The Manchester Guardian and 
The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 26 July 1828. For breaking, 
entering and stealing, William Ogden was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned 
in the hulk, Euryalus, from 15 August to 25 September 1829, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in 
theBussorahMerchant (2) in October 1829. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and 
AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/29, 94, William Ogden, BussorahMerchant (2), 
18 January 1830. Ogden had been convicted before for stealing a handkerchief and imprisoned for 
three months and whipped He was well known to the police as the leader of a gang which 
previously had robbed a man in Ardwick. His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk good and 
in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 19 offences against colonial regulations, 
most for absence, disobedience and misconduct; and 2 felonies. 'losing 2 of his master's cattle under 
suspicious circumstances'; and stealing a watch and handkerchief. During servitude he was punished 
with 3 reprimands, 61 months' hard labour, 51 days in solitary confinement and 150 lashes. He was 
granted a ticket ofleave in 1837 and a free certificate in 1842. 
19 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 13 April 1835 For stealing money, Eliza 
Thomas was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Hector in June 1835. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 
40/9, 116 Eliza Thomas, Hector, 20 October 1835. Thomas was a housemaid from Manchester. She 
had been convicted before for stealing money and imprisoned for three months, and acquitted of 
stealing jumpers. She had been a prostitute for four years. Her conduct in gaol was very bad and in 
the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land she committed thirty offences against colonial regulations 
including 7 for absence, 5 for disorderly conduct and for 'breaking the door of the Superintendent of 
Convicts office and running away'. She committed 2 felonies: 'suspicion of certain robberies'; and 
pilfering. During servitude she was punished with 4 reprimands, 2 admonishments, 24 months' hard 
labour and 109 days in solitary confinement She was granted a ticket of leave in 1843. 
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trial and indictments for all offenders who appeared at quarter sessions, including 

those whose disposal was by 'other findings'. The column 'event of trial' was left 

blank for later hand-written insertions of sentences.20 

In larceny cases the general practice was to list only one or two major items 

then add 'other articles', for example Elizabeth Lee was found guilty of 'stealing at 

Turton one piece of j aconet and other articles the property of Thomas Ainsworth'. 21 

Pre-trial formats however gave a greater variety of types and quantities of stolen 

property as in Rachel Preston's indictment for stealing wearing apparel. 

Feloniously stealing 5 silk handkerchiefs, 1 silk dress, 1 bonnet, 5 printed dresses, 4 

pairs of stockings, 2 skirts, 1 petticoat, 6 yards offlannel, 3 shawls, 1 crepe shawl, 1 

silk shawl, 6 silver spoons, 1 pair of sugar tongs, 6 yards of lace, 8 yards of net, 3 

aprons, 1 pair of bracelets, 2 silk bags, 1 pair of silk gloves, 2 sheets, 1 black veil, 1 

merino apron, 9 yards of ribbon, and other articles the property of her master, John 

Rushton. 22 

In both formats, groups of accused who jointly committed the same offence 

were clustered, such as in the following indictment in a post-trial liberate.23 

lll. Joseph Wilson, 112. Elizabeth Miller, and 113. Mary Greenhalgh ... Guilty of stealing at 
Manchester one hat and 7s. 6d. in money from the person of James Collett. - Wilson and Miller 
remanded for six months each, and Greenhalgh remanded twelve months. 

Pre-trial liberates for group indictments were similar though in some cases a 

late-discovered accomplice was added in handwriting. The following is a typical pre

trial indictment grouping two offenders. 24 

Event of No Names Age By whom& Offences 
trial when committed 

Remd. l no 6 Lancelot Beck 16 J F Foster Esq Charged, on the oath of George Shaw, 
month ea no 7 Thomas Chantler yrs with stealing, at Manchester, on the 16th 

14 of Januacy, 1836, one pound weight of 
yrs brass, the property of John Holt. 

Calendars ofliberates in the pre-trial format were in four parts: 'felons', 

'misdemeanours', 'felons on bail' and 'misdemeanours on bail'. For the purposes of 

20 'Other findings' at quarter sessions were: not guilty, discharged admitted evidence, no bill, bill cut, 
no prosecution, before acquitted, remanded to assizes, remanded sick or insane, remanded witness 
sick or insane, remanded next sessions, remanded until sureties found, remanded until His Majesty's 
pleasure, indicted for felony, indicted for misdemeanour, respited, bailed, fined, traversed to next 
sessions, committed for want of sureties, and recognisance to appear when called; LRO Preston, 
calendars of liberates. 
21 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 21July1828. 
22 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 26 October 1835. Rachel Preston was 
sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
23 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions, 21 January 1828. 
24 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 29 February 1836. 
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this assessment, all felons and misdemeanants with indictments were included in 

calculations and those without indictments were excluded. Felons and 

misdemeanants on bail were not counted because they appeared for trial at later 

sessions and their inclusion at this stage would have distorted comparative figures. 

The two different structures of liberates had the following effects on 

methodology: frrst, calculation of offenders who had been 'convicted before' was 

limited to 1828 to 1834; second, assessment of ages was limited to 1835 to 1837; 

third, most hand-written insertions were omitted because they did not show the 

wording of indictments; fourth, there was a discrepancy between the actual number 

of offenders who appeared before the Salford Hundred quarter sessions as shown in 

official returns (10,257), the number of offenders identified from calendars of 

liberates (9,354) and the number of indictments used in the assessment (7,763). The 

differences were caused by the exclusion of offenders for whom no indictments 

appeared, by the omission of hand-written names inserted without indictments, by 

double entries, and by missing calendars ofliberates.25 The differences between these 

three calculations are shown in Figures 3-1, 3-2 and 3-3. 

Figure 3-1: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Official Return of Committals26 

Year Males Females Misdemeanants Total Percent of 
Prosecuted Prosecuted Prosecuted Prosecuted 10,257 

1828 594 154 113 861 8.4 

1829 720 163 115 998 9.7 

1830 599 151 92 842 8.2 

1831 709 174 117 1 OOO 9.8 

1832 759 159 188 1 106 10.8 

1833 660 175 100 935 9.1 

1834 754 195 163 1 112 10.8 

1835 723 213 123 1 059 10.3 

1836 680 234 117 1 031 10.1 

1837 915 253 145 1 313 12.8 

total 7,113 1,871 1,273 10 257 100.0 

25 'A Correct Statement of the Number of Prisoners Tried and Convicted at the New Bailey Court
House, Salford, in the years 1794-1839', in 'A Calendar of all Prisoners for Trial in the New Bailey 
Prison at Manchester, on Monday the 6th Day of January 1840', Public Record Office, Preston, QJC 
4, hereafter called LRO Preston, 'A Correct Statement of the Number of Prisoners Tried and 
Convicted at the New Bailey Court-House'; and Order Book Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 20 
July 1829, Public Record Office, Preston, QSO 2/198, LQ/J/360 and LQ/J/385, hereafter called LRO 
Preston, Order Book Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 20 July 1829; LRO Preston calendars of 
liberates; and PRO London, HO 27. 
26 LRO Preston, 'A Correct Statement of the Number of Prisoners Tried and Convicted at the New 
Bailey Court-House'. 
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Figure 3-2: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Committals Identified from Calendars of Liberates27 

Year 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 

Total 

Year 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 

Total 

Males Females Total Percent of 
Prosecuted Prosecuted Prosecuted 9,354 

689 185 874 9.3 

805 194 999 10.7 

679 164 843 9.0 

786 190 976 10.4 

957 206 1 163 12.4 

778 203 981 10.5 

548 123 671 7.2 

791 226 1 017 10.9 

392 113 505 5.4 

1 034 291 1 325 14.2 

7 459 1.895 9,354 100.0 

Figure 3-3: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Committals Used in the Assessment 

Males Females Total Percent of 
Prosecuted Prosecuted Prosecuted 7,763 

544 140 684 8.8 

661 157 818 10.5 

550 127 677 8.7 

642 147 789 10.2 

789 171 960 12.4 

610 160 770 9.9 

425 87 512 6.6 

716 215 931 12.0 

364 107 471 6.1 

896 255 1 151 14.8 

6.197 1.566 7,763 100.0 

Though there were differences in the 1832, 1834, 1836 and 1837 calculations 

brought about by missing calendars and indictments, overall there were no 

unacceptable variations which would unbalance statistical comparisons. Calculations 

made from the number of indictments selected for analysis (7,763) were taken as 

valid for the other two sets of numbers. 

In this examination, every offender committed to trial at quarter sessions was 

identified with an individual indictment. Multiple offenders charged on the same 

indictment were each identified with an indictment. In a legal sense in such cases 

21 LRO Preston, Order Book Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 20 July 1829, LRO Preston, 
calendars of liberates; and PRO London, HO 27. 
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each accused had been charged with committing an individual offence.28 At the 21 

January 1828 sessions Joseph Wilson, Elizabeth Miller and Mary Ann Greenhalgh 

were jointly charged with stealing a hat.29 Though all three were listed on one 

indictment and only one hat was stolen, three individual offences were committed. 

At the 2 March 1835 sessions Richard Bell, Daniel Higgins and John Camey were 

charged with assaulting Robert Gamer. Though there was one indictment and one 

victim, three individual assaults occurred.30 In this thesis multiple offenders were 

separated and each given an indictment. One disadvantage of this method was that 

items of stolen property listed in one indictment were repeated in others thus being 

counted more than once. However any distortion was minimised by the wide variety 

of stolen goods involved. 

In this examination of Salford Hundred outcomes, all indictments were 

categorised into one of fifteen 'general offences' which were arbitrarily selected 

because they represented the most frequently committed offences in the Salford 

Hundred. When making calculations each indictment's 'general offence' category was 

decided by the first article of property or the first event mentioned in the indictment. 

The allocation of 'specific offences' naturally followed. If there was more than one 

specific offence then each element was calculated with its appropriate general 

offence. For example Mary Sutcliffe's indictment at the Salford Hundred sessions of 

29 February 1836 was for more than one specific offence. 

12. Mary Sutcliffe, 26, charged on the oath of Stewart Murray Fraser, with stealing, at 

Manchester, on the 20th of January, one shawl, one handkerchief, two calico cloths, and 

ten pounds weight of flour, the property of Alexander Fraser. 31 

Because the first item of property was clothing, the general offence was 

categorised as 'stealing wearing apparel'. Other property was stolen at the same 

time which was not naturally related to wearing apparel - two calico cloths and ten 

28 Of all indictments selected for examination, 70 percent were for offences committed by individual 
offenders, 20 percent for offences committed by two offenders, 7 percent by three offenders and 3 
percent by four or more offenders The chairmen of Salford Hundred quarter sessions often addressed 
grand and petit juries about the legal culpability of accomplices in crimes. For example at the 7 July 
1834 sessions Justice John Fletcher told the court, 'lfthere were two or three persons charged with 
one felony, it was not necessary that each should be proved to have actually stolen the property; but if 
they were all present when the felony was committed, with one common intent to commit a felony, 
each was as guilty as the hand that absolutely took the property'; The Manchester Courier and 
Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 12 July 1834. 
29 See the indictment on p. 23 above. 
30 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 2 March 1835. Daniel Higgins was sentenced 
to four months' imprisonment in the New Bailey, and Robert Bell and John Carney to three months. 
31 PRO Lancashire, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 29 February 1836. Mary Sutcliffe was 
sentenced to four months' imprisonment in the New Bailey 
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pounds weight of flour. These were not discarded but were counted in the 'general 

offences' of 'stealing cloth' and 'stealing food'. The following chart lists these 

'general offences' and gives examples of appropriate 'specific offences'. 

Figure 3-4: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

General and Specific Offences Used in the Assessment 

General Offences Examples of Specific Offences 

stealing wearing apparel larceny of coats, cloaks, bonnets, shoes, handkerchiefs, 
waistcoats and gowns 

stealing property larceny of general property such as tools, household chattels, 
personal property, jewellery, musical instruments, commodities 
such as coal, hay and tllllber, metal such as copper, iron, brass, 
lead and associated manufactured goods 

stealing money larceny of cash, bank and promissory notes, tokens, purses, 
money boxes and uttering counterfeit coin 

stealing cloth larceny of cloth fabrics or manufacturers' products such as 
fustian, 3aconet, calico and cotton goods 

stealing from the person larceny of money, watches, handkerchiefs, keys, purses, bags 
and clothing by picking pockets or by street robbery 

stealing food larceny of cheese, beef, ham, butter, lard, bread, sugar, porter and 
spirits 

receiving knowing stolen receiving coloured leather skins, cloaks, frocks, watches, 
handkerchiefs, hens and cloth 

assault committing assault, assault with intent to rob, riot, causing 
damage by riot, assault with a weapon, disturbing the peace, 
fighting and threatening 

embezzhng and obtaining by false embezzling money, obtaining by false pretences casks of 
pretences madder, pipes, tacks, reams of paper and timber 

stealing livestock stealing animals such as pigs, cows, ducks, hens, pigeons and 
rabbits 

breaking and entering a warehouse breaking into commercial houses and stealing leather hides, 
and stealing woollen, cotton and linen textiles, and cloth products 

breaking and entering a dwelling breaking into a dwelling and stealing chattels such as gold 
house and stealing spoons, tea pots, money, coats and mutton 

breaking and entering a shop and breaking into a shop and stealing stockings, hats, coats, girdles, 
steahng, or shoplifting brass cocks, tobacco, knives and hams 

bastardy want of sureties to indemmfy in cases of bastardy 

other attempt to rape, attempt at sodomy, carnal knowledge, 
disinterring a dead body and disposing of the body of a dead 
child 

These research methods and the resources associated with them were related 

to the outcomes of the Salford Hundred quarter sessions, and as a consequence were 

influenced by the geographic, demographic and social circumstances within the 

Salford Hundred. Therefore to fully explain the context in which this examination 

was made, a descriptive introduction to the Salford Hundred is given in the next 

chapter. 
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Chapter Four 

The Salford Hundred 

The Salford Hundred was one of six administrative areas in the County of 

Lancashire1 with the major towns of Manchester, Salford, Bolton, Bury, Rochdale, 

Middleton and Ashton-under-Lyne within its boundaries. The Salford Hundred was 

selected as a subject of study because of its nineteenth-century prominence in three 

areas of contemporary social activity: an extraordinarily sudden increase in 

population; industrialisation on a scale not matched anywhere else in England; and 

concurrent unrestrained urbanisation. 

Originally, the Salford Hundred was part of a land grant made to Roger de 

Poitevin by William the Conqueror for service at the battle of Hastings. De Poitevin 

divided his grant into fiefdoms, one being the Salford Hundred which came to the 

Crown in 1399 as part of the Duchy of Lancaster. Manchester was its most 

populous place. In 1360 it was a market town governed by a mediaeval charter, and 

even at this early stage of development was nationally significant for speciality 

manufacture of woollen and linen cloth. In the 1590's the Mosley family acquired 

manorial rights over the Barony of Manchester, appointing a court leet of jurymen, a 

borough reeve and two constables as municipal administrators. 2 The first step in the 

dissolution of this feudal management occurred in 1792 with the appointment of 

commissioners under the police act to regulate some of the court leet's local 

government functions, especially those of night watch, policing and lighting. The 

second step was the incorporation of the Borough of Manchester in 1838 and the 

last, the sale of manorial rights to the new Corporation of Manchester in 1846.3 In 

between the Mosleys continued their urban management by court leet. Thus from 

1828 to 1837 (the period of this examination) the manor of Manchester was 

1 There were six 'hundreds' in Lancashire. Londsdale, Blackburn, Amoundness, Leyland, West Derby 
and Salford. A 'hundred' was an area of land based on a feudal measure. It equalled one hundred 
'hides', a 'hide' being the amount ofland which could support one family- between sixty and 120 
acres depending on fertility. 
2 The Lord of the Manor ofManchester was Sir Oswald Mosley ofRolleston Hall, Staffordshire. The 
court leet was a supervising body which authorised by-laws; the borough reeve was an official 
responsible to the court leet for municipal management; and the constables were required to keep 
order within the manor and enforce the manorial laws 
3 A Kidd, Manchester, Staffordshire, Keele University Press, 1996, pp. 13 and 63, hereafter called 
Kidd, Manchester. The Municipal Corporations Act of 1835 permitted the incorporation of 
Manchester as a borough; and the Borough Incorporations Act of 1842 confirmed Manchester's 
municipal powers. 
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administered by a feudal system of governance, a mediaeval anachronism in a modern 

industrial age. 

There was a similar circumstance in the method of governing the Salford 

Hundred. The magisterial system constituted in the fourteenth century was still in 

force in 1828. Thus for more than 500 years the Salford Hundred's judicial and 

municipal administration4 had been wholly managed by a few justices of the peace 

whose authority was constructed on a feudal delegation of power derived directly 

from the monarch. 

Over time as the population grew and society developed, the Salford Hundred 

was divided into administrative areas. By 1828 there were three local government 

divisions containing fourteen parishes, and the parishes in turn enclosed ninety-four 

hamlets. 5 National representation was poor - there were county and borough 

parliamentary members but Manchester, the largest and most central town in the 

Salford Hundred, had no elected member of Parliament until after the Reform Act of 

1832.6 

Population growth 

The pivotal factor that influenced the shape of nineteenth-century society 

was the sudden increase in population. Some people said it was the result of 

improvements in hygiene, medicine and nutrition, others that it was a rise in the birth 

rate and a fall in the death rate, or the greater survival of children in their earlier years, 

or that for more than forty years there had been an absence of a natural cycle of 

plagues, cataclysmic wars and poor harvests. 1 Whatever the cause, the number of 

people increased at an exponential rate. From 1700 to 1740 England and Wales had a , 

constant population of about six million; after 1804 it had swollen to nearly ten 

million and in the 1830' s when a flood of convicts was on its way to Van Diemen' s 

4 Magisterial judicial and administrative governance of the Salford Hundred excluded specific rights 
belonging to the Manor of Manchester 
5 A contemporary schedule of towns, hamlets and parishes was listed in the 20 July 1829 quarter 
sessions order book; LRO Preston, Order Book Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829. 
6 For the political development of Manchester, see Kidd, Manchester, pp. 63-80. 
7 Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p. 35; J Harrison, Early Victorian Britain 1832-1851, 
Glasgow, Fontana Press, 1988, p. 65, hereafter called, Harrison, Early Victorian Britain; and E 
Thompson, 'The Making of the English Working Class: Standards and Experiences' in A Taylor, The 
Standard of Living m Britain in the Industrial Revolution, London, Methuen and Co Ltd, 1975, pp. 
126-138, hereafter called Thompson, 'The Making of the English Working Class: Standards and 
Experiences'; and R Madgwick, Immigration into Eastern Australia 1788-1851, Sydney, Sydney 
University Press, 1969, hereafter called Madgwick, Immiwation into Eastern Australia. 
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Land it reached fourteen million. 

Between 1801and1831 the population of England and Wales rose by 57.4 

percent (from 8,829,000 to 13,897,000)8 while in the same period that of the Salford 

Hundred grew by 117.8 percent (from 289,107 to 629,564), an extraordinarily rapid 

increase and a major influence in determining the Salford Hundred's nineteenth

century social and economic condition. Figure 4-1 shows the population growth in 

the Salford Hundred between 1801 and 1831. 

Figure 4-1: Population of the Salford Hundred Including Wigan 1801-18319 

Parish Year 1801 Year 1811 Year 1821 Year 1831 

Bolton 29.826 39.701 50 197 63.034 

Burv 22.300 27.917 34 335 47.627 

Dean 12.843 16.129 18 196 22.994 

Radchffe 2.497 2.792 3 089 3.904 

Wigan 25.552 31 481 38 318 44.486 

Manchester (oansh) 112.300 136.370 187 031 278.061 

Prestwich-cum-Oldham 31 065 41 342 52 510 67 579 

Out Townshios Prestwich-cum-Oldham 18.132 

Ashton-under-Lvne 15.632 19.052 16 745 18.927 

Middleton 7 991 10 408 12 793 14 379 

Rochdale 29.101 37 229 47 109 58.441 

total oooulation 289,107 362,421 460,323 637,564 

London and Manchester were the two fastest growing places in Britain; they 

attracted the rural poor and grew at astonishing rates. 10 London the largest city 

expanded from about 50,000 in 1688 to over one million in 1800, and Manchester11 

8 J Rule, Albion's People, English Society 1714-1815, London, Longman, 1990, pp. 1and12-13, 
hereafter called Rule, Albion's People, English Society; B Ashley, Law and Order, London, Bell and 
Daldy, 1972, pp. 30-31, hereafter called Ashley, Law and Order; E Halevy, A History of the English 
People (2), London, Pelican Books, 1937, p. 81, hereafter called Halevy, A History of the English 
People (2); J Burnett, A Social History of Housing 1815-1985, London, Methuen and Co, 1986, p. 
4, hereafter called Burnett, A Social History of Housing; D Grigg, Population Growth and Agrarian 
Change: A Historical Perspective, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1980, p. 169, hereafter 
called Grigg, Population Growth and Awanan Chanl(e. 
9 E Butterworth, A Statistical Sketch of the County Palatine, London, Longman and Co, Bancks and 
Co Manchester, Wareing Webb Liverpool, D Eans Oldham, 1841, pp. 12-119, hereafter called 
Butterworth, A Statistical Sketch. Part only of Wigan Parish was in the Salford Hundred so some of 
Butterworth's annual totals are greater than the official population of the Salford Hundred announced 
by Magistrate Norris. For example Butterworth's 1821 total of 460,323 is greater by 3,043 and his 
1831 total of 629,564 is greater by 17, 150. However for consistency Butterworth's totals are used in 
this thesis when assessing rates of population growth. 
10 Smelser calculated that the combined population of Manchester and Salford grew by 22 percent 
between 1801 and 1811 while that of all England increased by 14. 6 percent, by another 40 percent 
between 1811 and 1821 when England grew by 17 .9 percent, and that Manchester alone grew by 4 7 
percent between 1821and1831; N Smelser, Social Change in the Industrial Revolution: An 
Application of Theory to the Lancashire Cotton Industry 1770-1840, London, Routledge and Kegan 
Paul, 1960, p. 88 and 193-194; hereafter called Smelser, Social Chan!(e in the Industrial Revolution. 
11 This population refers only to the town of Manchester and not the parish or borough. 
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the largest town came next, increasing from about 6,000 in 1670 to 180,150 in 1831. 

The Salford Hundred was also characterised by the growth of its regional towns - in 

the 1830's Bury expanded to over 25,000, Bolton to about 50,000, Rochdale to 

75,000, Oldham to 50,000, and Ashton-under-Lyne and Staly Bridge to 40,000 

each.12 

Published population figures for Manchester varied considerably depending 

on whether the author was referring to town, borough or parish, or in the case of 

Manchester town whether surrounding suburbs were included. Rule quoted a 

population of 89,000 for Manchester in 1801, Ashley estimated 100,000 and Burnett 

75,000; for 1830 Kay quoted 142,026; and for 1831 Burnett calculated 182,00 and 

Smelser 227 ,808.13 In the 1840s Engels erroneously described Broughton, Cheetham, 

Hulme, Chorlton-on-Medlock and Ardwick as a town 'commonly called Manchester, 

and contains about 400,000 people' .14 

There was similar difficulty in determining an accurate population for the 

Salford Hundred. To a degree this was resolved by Magistrate James Norris who 

told quarter sessions that 'the population of the Salford Hundred in October 1831 

was 612,414; an increase of 155,134 since 1821' (thus also giving a correct figure of 

457,280 for 1821). 15 Generally the most accurate accounts of populations were those 

presented by Edwin Butterworth and I have relied heavily on his calculations. 

12 Smelser, Social Change m the Industrial Revolution, p. 88; Ashley, Law and Order, pp. 30-31, 
Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p. 166, J Plumb, England in the Eighteenth Century, London, 
Penguin Books, 1968, p. 144, hereafter called Plumb, England in the Eighteenth Century; E 
Chadwick, Report on the Sanitary Condition of the Labouring Populatwn of Great Britain, 
Edinburgh, Edinburgh University Press, 1965, p. 279, hereafter called Chadwick, Report, and F 
Engels, The Condition of the Working Class in England, Oxford, Basil Blackwell, 1958, edited by 
W 0 Henderson and W H Chaloner, p. 16, hereafter called Engels, The Condition of the Working 
Class. 
13 J Kay, The Moral and Physical Condition of the Working Classes Employed in the Cotton 
Manufacture in Manchester, London, James Ridgway, 1832, reprint J Kay-Shuttleworth, Shannon, 
Irish University Press, 1971, pp. 30-37, hereafter called Kay, The Moral and Physical Condition of 
the Working Classes; Rule, Albion's People, English Society, pp 1 and 12-13; Ashley, Law and 
Order; pp. 30-31; Burnett, A Social History of Housing; p. 10; Kidd, Manchester, pp. 22, 35 and 
54-60; Halevy, A History of the English People in 1815 (2), p. 8; J Marlow, The PeterlooMassacre, 
London, Rapp and Whiting, 1969, p. 49, hereafter called, Marlow, The PeterlooMassacre; Tobias, 
Cnme and Industrial Society, p. 166; Plumb, Englandm the Eighteenth Century, p. 144; Chadwick, 
Report, pp. 243-244; D Marshall, lndustrwl England 1776-1851, London, Routledge and Kegan 
Paul, 1982, p. 143, hereafter called Marshall, Industrial England; C Cook and J Stevenson, The 
Longman 's Handbook of Modern British History 1714-1987, London, Longman, pp 110-111, 
Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p. 166, and Smelser, Social Change in the Industrial 
Revolutwn, pp 88 and 193-194. 
14 Engels, The Condition of the Working Class, p 54 and note 2 In 1838 the Municipal Borough of 
Manchester consisted ofManchester, Hulme, Chorlton-upon-Medlock, Ardwick and Beswick with a 
population of235,139 
15 LRO Preston, quarter sessions 24 October 1831; and The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 29 
October 1831. 
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Figure 4-2 shows the population of Manchester by town, borough and parish 

between 1670 and 1851. Comparisons of the rates of growth between 1801 and 

1831 of all three populations - England and Wales, the Salford Hundred and 

Manchester - are illustrated in Figure 4-3. 

Figure 4-2: Population of Manchester 1670-185116 

Year Town Borough Parish Manchester and 
Salford 

-
1670 6.000 

1700 9.000 

1750 18 OOO 

1770 30.000 50 OOO 

1801 76.788 109 218 112 300 94.876 

1811 91 136 137 201 136 370 115 874 

1821 129 035 155 707 187 031 161 635 

1831 180.150 187 002 278 061 

1841 242 983 

1851 316213 366 OOO 

Figure 4-3: Comparisons of Rates of Population Growth 1801-1831 
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16 Butterworth, A Statistical Sketch, pp. 12-119; Kidd, Manchester, p. 22; LRO Preston, quarter 
sessions 24 October 1831; The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 29 October 1831; Engels, The 
Condition of the Working Class, p. 54; Rule, Albion's People, English Society, pp . 1 and 12-13 ; 
Ashley, Law and Order, pp. 30-31 ; Halevy, A History of the English People (2), p. 81 ; Burnett, A 
Social History of Housing; p. 4; Grigg, Population Growth and Agrarian Change, p. 169; and 
Smelser, Social Change in the Industrial Revolution, p. 88 . Smelser recorded Manchester' s 
population as 154,807 in 1821and227,808 in 1831 , an increase of47 percent. 
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Industrialisation 

The second major influence which determined the Salford Hundred's 

collective character was a dramatic increase in industrialisation. Hand spinning and 

handloom weaving of linen and woollen textiles had always been common 

occupations, but by 1820 the manufacturing of cotton goods was dominant, nearly 

90 percent of the British cotton industry being concentrated in and around the 

Salford Hundred's main towns.17 Spinning, weaving and finishing cotton goods were 

major activities though there were regional differences: fine spinning was done in 

Manchester, coarse spinning in Oldham, woollen manufacture in Rochdale, specialist 

calico printing in Manchester, Blackburn and Stockport, bleaching in Bolton and 

wool cleaning and processing in Rochdale. 18 

Manchester was the focus of the cotton industry. In the late 1820s there 

were eighty-six steam-powered cotton-spinning factories employing over 11,500 mill 

hands; another 10,000 worked in industries closely associated with cotton. This 

workforce equalled the combined workforces of the neighbouring regional townships 

of Oldham, Blackburn and Ashton-under-Lyne. However, occupational patterns 

were different- only 18 percent of Manchester's workers were involved in cotton 

while in Ashton-under-Lyne it was 50 percent and in Oldham and Blackburn 40 

percent. One third of all these mill hands were women. 19 

Surprisingly in 1828 there were more handloom weavers than power-loom 

weavers. Master weavers still 'put out' to cottage workshops scattered throughout 

the Salford Hundred though too many weavers competed for insufficient work, 

undercutting each other until most were reduced to working for subsistence. As a 

17 In Lancashire in 1833 there were 48,645 general mill hands and 212,800 cotton workers; of these 
10,541 were children under fourteen years; Archives Office, Central Library Manchester, Minutes of 
the Statistical Society of Manchester, 'An analysis of the Evidence taken before the factory 
commissioners, (three volumes of Mr Sadler's Committee of 1832 on the State of the Factory 
Population), as far as it relates to the population ofManchester, and the vicinity, engaged in the 
cotton trade, read before the Statistical Society of Manchester, March 1834', Manchester, Bancks and 
Co, 1834, MS 310-6 MS, p 30, hereafter called Central Library Manchester, Minutes of the 
Statistical Society, March 1834. 
18 In 1828 there were eighty-six steam-powered spinning factories in Manchester In 1835 there were 
1,835 mills in Lancashire. Of these, 676 were cotton mills, ninety-nine were woollen mills, eight 
were worsted mills, nineteen were flax mills and twenty-two were silk mills. The trade in 
commodities to support these mills with basic materials was extensive; A Howe, The Cotton 
Masters, 1830-1860, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1984, pp 1-4, hereafter called Howe, The 
Cotton Masters, and Kidd, Manchester, pp. 21-24. 
19 Halevy, History of the English People (2), p. 105, Kidd, Manchester, pp. 24-26 and 30-33; and 
Marlow, The PeterlooMassacre, pp. 14-15. Marlow calculated that in 1815 there were sixty 
factories in Manchester employing more than 24,000 workers, 90 percent of them in spinning mills, 
and at the same time there were another 24,000 spinners in the cottage industry. 
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consequence there was a slow decline in the numbers of cottage weavers until the late 

1830s when weaving was fully mechanised.20 

Warehousing was an important extension of textile manufacturing. Textile 

products were distributed in bulk from mills and factories to warehouses where they 

were packaged, stored and displayed for purchasers. Most of this commercial 

activity occurred in Manchester where there were so many warehouses that 'an 

accurate description would be a warehouse town with mills' .21 Regional factory 

townships such as Ashton-under-Lyne, Oldham and Blackburn were 'wholly mill', 

most of their products being transported to Manchester to be exhibited and sold. 22 

There were other industries in the Salford Hundred besides the manufacture 

of textiles: a substantial chemical industry supporting bleaching, dyeing and calico 

printing; a heavy industry involving metal fabrication, metal casting, forging of 

machine tools and iron work; a machine-making industry including steam-engine 

fabrication, assembling, casting and turning of mill gearing and after 1830 the 

manufacturing oflocomotives; and general engineering which included the 

construction of mills, factories, iron foundries, machinery and power utilities to drive 

the mills such as steam boilers, gasworks, timber yards and sawmills. 

The transport industry was a vital part of the industrial and commercial 

system in the Salford Hundred. Bulk raw materials, commodities, heavy machinery 

and metals had to be imported and finished goods exported. There were roads, 

canals, wharves, barges, wagons, carts, packhorses and after 1830 a railway system. 

Between 1828 and 183 7 the internal road carriage of commodities like baled cotton, 

hay, timber, grain, stone for mill construction and coal for steam engines to and from 

warehouses, factories and wharves was mostly by horse-drawn wagons and carts. 23 

Some of these commodities such as coal, hay, timber, acid and dyes were integral to 

the functioning of the industrial and commercial economy in the Salford Hundred; 

others like candles, hops and firewood were used in the consumer economy. 

Though intense industrialisation had brought more labouring work to the 

20 Marshall, Industrial England, p. 39; Kidd, Manchester, p. 28; and Marlow, The Peterloo 
Massacre, p. 18 
21 In 1825 there were 1,819 warehouses in Manchester; in 1828 in Cannon Street, Manchester, there 
were fifty-seven warehouses employing nearly 1,500 warehousemen, porters and clerks, and providing 
merchandising space for 106 traders; Kidd, Manchester, pp. 21-3 2. 
22 Kidd, Manchester, pp. 24-28. 
23 C Emsley, Crime and Society in England 1750-1900, London, Longman, 1987, pp. 113-114, 
hereafter called Emsley, Crime and Society. One example of the importance of road transport was 
that in 1836 one third of the Salford Hundred's coal supply was moved by horse-drawn wagons, 
Kidd, Manchester, pp. 32-33. 
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Salford Hundred than was usual in most places in England, it also brought a 

dependency on the factory system which in turn failed workers in times of recession. 

Because of the importance of cotton to the economy of the Salford Hundred, a slump 

in textiles meant a depression in other local industries; as a result in times of 

economic turbulence there was much irregular work throughout the community and a 

great deal of unemployment. In June 1837 during a recession in the cotton industry 

27 percent of skilled tradesmen in all industries in the Salford Hundred were jobless, 

70 percent of them were employed for only three to four days a week and 66 percent 

of the unskilled were out of work permanently.24 

Female labour was cheap in the Salford Hundred's industrial system so 

women often replaced men as mill hands, becoming skilled and semi-skilled in trades 

and at factory work which previously had been an exclusive right of male labourers. 

When men were unemployed it was often women who earned the wages that 

sustained families. By the 1830s industrialisation had changed the face of women's 

work in the Salford Hundred. 

Exploited though she may be, the female operative who carries away a cash wage on 

which she can subsist is grasping a potential independence unknown to the boarded 

servant or shop assistant living in, or to the woman working at the frame in her 

husband's cottage .. the slow shuflling advance of emancipation was inexorably 

underway.25 

Another consequence of industrialisation was that the factory system created 

new and different types of crime. In the Salford Hundred not only were there 

commonplace offences such as stealing from the person, burglary, assault with intent 

to rob, stealing from a dwelling house, receiving, embezzling, obtaining by false 

pretences and demanding by menaces, but also specialised larceny associated with 

the industrial and commercial environments of textiles and warehousing. There was 

pilfering of cotton and woollen cloth from shops, markets and warehouses, and an 

endless variety of larcenies of printed calico, waistcoating, handkerchief pieces, silk, 

twist, yarn, warp, weft, waste, thread and a multitude of manufactured small ware 

from mills. 26 Often this crime was a type of 'by-employment' or stealing to 

supplement factory wages. 

24 Kidd, Manchester, pp. 42-43. 
25 K Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, Harmondsworth, Penguin Books, 1979, pp. 14-16, 
hereafter called Chesney, The Victorian Underworld. 
26 Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, pp. 140-141 and 155; and D Jones, 'Crime and Police in 
Manchester in the Nineteenth Century', in Jones, Crime, Protest, Community and Police, pp. 168-
169, hereafter called Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester'. 
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Urbanisation: 

The third factor which makes an examination of the Salford Hundred a useful 

study was the combination of massive urban growth with concurrent industrial 

expansion. Towards the end of the eighteenth century, England was a nation of rural 

dwellers - over 80 percent of the population lived in the countryside and there were 

few towns greater than 5,000.27 By the beginning of the nineteenth century, generally 

there were more rural workers than the agricultural system could support. Many 

were unemployed, some as a result of enclosures, others by changes to farming 

methods and in the Salford Hundred by a steady decline in home spinning and 

weaving in rural areas.28 Unsustainable pressure on village resources followed; the 

subsistence economy that had kept agricultural labourers alive in the past now failed. 

In addition prices were high because of the French Wars and three bad harvests 

caused a shortage of grain and therefore a rise in the price ofbread.29 On conclusion 

of war in 1815 there was an abrupt contraction of the economy, the consequent 

unemployment bringing further misery and distress. In 1816 this social dislocation 

was compounded when thousands of unemployed soldiers discharged from the 

French Wars flooded the countryside looking for work, when farmers cut costs by 

reducing labour and a cold 1816 summer caused a poor harvest, resulting in a steep 

rise in the price of corn. By 1817 life had become intolerably difficult for the rural 

landless; there was no escape from their calamitous condition except by death or 

migration. So a huge mass of England's poor continued its wandering in the hope of 

finding work, some to the nearest hamlet, others to regional townships where in their 

desperate search for shelter they were prepared to live in any condition. 30 

Burnett calculated that throughout England this migration usually occurred 

within a range of about thirty miles from rural homes31 though in the Salford Hundred 

it was generally not as far due to the decentralised nature of the cotton industry. In 

the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, scattered clusters of cottage workshops had 

27 Burnett, A Social History <d Housin~; pp. 6-7. 
28 Burnett, A Social History qf HousmK; p. 18 
29 In August 1812 corn cost 160/- a quarter (twenty-eight pounds weight) and a quartern loaf of bread 
(four pounds weight) cost 1/8; R White, Waterloo to Peterloo, London, Mercury Books, 1963, p. 
88, hereafter called White, Waterloo to Peterloo; and Plumb, England in the Eighteenth Century, p. 
144. For wage rates in early nineteenth century see Chapter Eleven. 
30 Plumb, England in the Eighteenth Century, p. 144, and G Griffith, 'Population Problems in the 
Age ofMalthus' in G Kitson Clark, The Makmgof Victorian England, London, Methuen, 1962, pp. 
66-68, hereafter called Griffith, 'Population Problems in the Age ofMalthus' in Kitson Clark, The 
Makin~ of Victorian EnKland 
31 Burnett, A Social History qf Housinz, p. 18. 
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appeared gradually throughout the Salford Hundred, usually close to water power. 

These small regional hamlets attracted the migrating poor because of their nearness 

and because they offered the possibility of work at spinning and weaving. 32 

Populations expanded rapidly, some hamlets eventually becoming principal cotton

mill townships such as Bolton, Bury, Rochdale and Ashton-under-Lyne. Thus by 

1828 there emerged in the Salford Hundred a distinctive type of decentralised 

urbanisation, an unusual occurrence in England at the time, and its initial form was 

decided by the association between cotton spinning and water. 

Eventually internal migration overwhelmed the hamlets so a great proportion 

of wandering labourers found their way to Manchester where by 1828 they made up 

between 60 and 70 percent of its urban population. 33 In the course of time they were 

joined by a flood of external immigrants, mostly dispossessed Irish poor. There was 

nowhere else for these migrating workers to go except into closely-packed rows of 

sub-standard housing hastily built for them around mill halls and factories. 34 

These urban areas were places of poverty and degradation, notable for poor 

sanitation and squalid living. When rural migrants arrived they no longer had the 

patronage of squires or the perquisites of farm life such as commonage, gleanings, 

sweepings, vails, vegetable tops, fallen wood, berries and mushrooms which had 

helped them through periods of dearth. Now when times were hard they could not 

escape destitution. In addition they had not brought with them into their urban

industrial lives the useful habits and standards of the pre-industrial countryside.35 In 

the past the rural working class had been informally supervised by a traditional form 

of intendance, described by Lord Liverpool as the 'wholesome and beneficial 

influence of the gentry'. 

In most cases, the gentlemen who live in the parish would have influence enough to 

check those with whom they are so intimately connected, and whose actions in this 

respect could not be concealed from them. 36 

32 An added benefit was that because the migrants remained close to their native places they were 
entitled to parish relief under the 1662 Act of Settlement and Removal. 
33 Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p. 166; and Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', p. 
144. 
34 Kidd, Manchester, pp. 39-41 and 54-60; Griffith, 'Population Problems in the Age ofMalthus', 
pp. 66-68; and Kitson Clark, The Making of Victorian England, Chapter 4. In 1773 there were 
3,446 houses in Manchester and by 1821 there were 17,257, an increase of over 500 percent. 
35 D Philips, 'Crime Law and Punishment in the Industrial Revolution', p. 161, in P O'Brien, and R 
Quinault, The Industrial Revolution and British Society, Glasgow, Cambridge University Press, 
1993, hereafter called Philips, 'Crime Law and Punishment', inO'Brien and Quinault, The Industrial 
Revolution and British Society. 
36 White, Waterloo to Peterloo, p. 77. 
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Now, uneducated and inexperienced, they were isolated from the 'all-seeing' 

restraint of squire and parson. The result was that the worst aspects of an 

impoverished society attracted the notice of contemporary observers - selfishness, 

violence, viciousness, degradation, ignorance and greed. Many of the poor sought 

relief from the stress of their daily lives by squandering time, money and purpose in 

pursuit of alcohol, fights, riots and blood sports such as bull, badger and bear baiting, 

prize fighting, and cock and dog fighting. 37 But the most pressing need was survival 

and this was resolved by a wide variety of criminal behaviour, the most prominent 

being larceny. 38 

Governments neglected these congregations of urban poor; industry exploited 

their labour. There was a general view that it was not the function of the state to 

protect the disadvantaged, but to allow natural economic forces to operate without 

instruction or restraint. As a result there was little intervention to minimise the 

worst excesses of laissez-faire capitalism - long working hours, low wages, irregular 

employment, hazardous working conditions and over employment of women and 

children for their cheaper labour. Industrial needs and social disruption had created 

an environment of poverty, misery and neglect; from it an urban under class had 

emerged - a completely different style of community from that which had existed 

previously in England. 39 

Many of these depressing circumstances existed throughout the entire Salford 

Hundred. Engels noted that the townships of Bolton, Bury, Rochdale, Middleton, 

Heywood, Oldham and Staly Bridge were 'practically no more than huge working 

class communities' mostly unplanned and in a 'degraded social condition'. 40 Bolton 

had a 'polluted atmosphere'; in Ashton-under-Lyne and Pendleton there was great 

'overcrowding of houses'; Heaton Norris had expanded so rapidly that there was no 

municipal control; and at Turton near Bolton the flow of rural migrants from the 

neighbouring countryside was so rapid that it overwhelmed existing cottage 

accommodation, and consequently new houses of the 'worst description were built 

upon the smallest space of ground, and at the least possible cost' .41 

37 Engels commented that the 'greatest failings' were brutality, thieving and 'uncontrolled sexual 
immorality'; Engels, The Condition o_f the WorkinK Class, pp. 141-145. 
38 Plumb, EnKland in the Eif(hteenth Century, pp. 150-154. 
39 Kitson Clark, The Makmg of Victorian England, p 66; and B Fletcher, Colonial Australia Before 
1850, Melbourne, Thomas Nelson, 1986, pp. 58-60, hereafter called Fletcher, Colonial Australia. 
40 Engels, The Condition of the Workinf( Class, pp. 51-53 
41 Chadwick, Report, pp. 192, 203 and 303. 
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However the most infamous conditions existed within the boundaries of the 

town of Manchester. Much is already known about its municipal unhealthiness, the 

social deprivation in its slums, its blighted environment and the consequent plight of 

its occupants. It was one of the worst examples of urbanisation in England, a place 

of great social disruption, 42 the archetypal nineteenth-century industrial town 

described as 'one of the most overcrowded and unhealthiest places on earth' 43 with a 

death rate of thirty-two per thousand when any figure over thirty meant a 'highly 

destructive condition', and when more than half its children died before they reached 

the age of five. 44 As a consequence any examination of the outcomes of the Salford 

Hundred quarter sessions would be incomplete without particular reference to 

Manchester's social condition. 

42 Engels, The Condition of the Working Class. Despite over-stated descriptions of social conditions 
in Manchester, Engels's analysis is a helpful contemporary indication of the Salford Hundred's urban
industrial environment; Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, pp. 82-83 and 157; Kay, The Moral 
and Physical Condition of the Working Classes; D Thomson, England in the Nineteenth Centwy, 
London, Penguin Books, 1980, p. 12, hereafter called Thomson, England in the Nineteenth Century; 
J Walton, Lancashire: A Social History 1558-19 39, Manchester, Manchester University Press, 1987, 
hereafter called Walton, Lancashire: A Social History; Ashley, Law and Order, pp. 30-31; and J 
Tobias, Nineteenth Century Crime: Prevention and Punishment, Newton Abbott, David and Charles, 
1972, pp. 32-33, hereafter called Tobias, Nineteenth Century Crime. 
43 Kidd, Manchester, pp. 26, 47 and 39-60; Jones, Crime, Protest, Community and Police, pp. 144-
162; Engels, The Condition of the Working Class, pp. 45-199; Walton, Lancashire: A Social 
History, pp. 168-171; Marshall, Industrial England, p. 39; and G Sambrook, English Life in the 
Nineteenth Century, London, Macmillan and Co, 1942, pp. 65-68 and 116-120, hereafter called 
Sambrook, En!(lish Life. 
44 Midwinter, Social Administration in Lancashire, pp. 75-76, Chadwick, Report, p. 223; and 
Central Library Manchester, Minutes of the Statistical Society, March 1834, p. 7. 
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Chapter Five 

Manchester - Principal Town in the Salford Hundred 

Three major geographical and demographical features influenced social 

development in Manchester in the early nineteenth century: separation of the classes, 

coincident concentration of labourers and the poor into inferior housing, and the 

emergence of pockets of 'criminal areas'.' 

During the pre-industrial stages of inner Manchester's development, social 

classes had been co-located in a mix of dwellings, shops, commercial houses and 

workshops. 2 Generally businesses were located in main streets and their owners -

merchants, small manufacturers and professional people - lived either above them or 

in nearby 'front' streets with the working class living behind in narrow 'back' 

streets. 3 According to Kellow Chesney this mix of classes was a predominant feature 

of Manchester's society because of the need for people in early urban environments 

to live near places of work. 4 

In Manchester in the early nineteenth century a phenomenon of 'spatial 

segregation' occurred. The rising middle class of lawyers, bankers, merchants, mill 

owners and skilled artisans gradually moved from the inner town to leafy suburbs, 

building spacious houses in surroundings more secure and desirable than the 'old 

1 Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, pp. 142 and 176-178; Kidd, Manchester, pp. 40-41; and W 
Neale, Juvenile Delinquency m Manchester: its causes and history, its consequences and some 
suggestions concerning its cure, Manchester, Gavin Hamilton, 1840, pp 8-9, hereafter called Neale, 
Juvenile Delinquency in Manchester. The word 'rookeries' was used sometimes to describe 
overcrowded urban areas 'occupied by the most degraded levels of the urban working class ... thieves' 
quarters from which criminals moved out to rob and then retire when pursued or for safety'. In this 
thesis these areas are called 'criminal areas' because in most cases they contained more than one 
rookery 
2 Engels, The Condition of the Working Class, pp. 59 and 72. Turner Street near Manchester's 
commercial centre was a front street of about fifty dwelling houses occupied by a range of middle
class commercial and professional people: an inspector of fire engines, a cotton manufacturer, a 
household broker, three warehousemen, a mantua manufacturer, four flour dealers, a tailor, two 
midwives, two shopkeepers, a butcher, a clock maker, two fustian cutters and some skilled artisans 
and tradesmen - a whitesmith, a joiner, a currier and leather cutter; C Gausden, 'A Curse on All Your 
Houses: Early Worker's Housing in Manchester', unpublished, New Moston, Manchester, 1999, in T 
and C Gausden, private papers relating to research of early dwellings in Manchester, pp. 4-7, hereafter 
called Gausden, 'A Curse on All Your Houses' in Gausden, private papers. 
3 Gausden, 'A Curse on All Your Houses', pp. 4-7; and Engels, The Condition of the Working 
Class, pp. 54-56. Minor gentry often lived in inner Manchester, for example the 1800 Directory 
showed Lady Ashton living in Church Street near Turner Street. Labourers, weavers, spinners and 
journeymen lived immediately behind the middle class in streets like Back Turner Street. A 
shopkeeper, Joseph Nadin, occupied 7 Front Turner Street; later he was Deputy Constable of the 
Manor of Manchester and involved as a government agent in the disturbance at Saint Peter's Field in 
1819; Gausden, private papers. 
4 Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, p 13. 
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environment' of central Manchester, now being crowded by a rapidly-growing mass 

of working-class poor. 5 As a consequence during the first two decades of the 

nineteenth century Manchester progressively became a sharply-divided town with a 

wealthy middle class living in the outer suburbs and a working class in the inner. 

This gradual movement of Manchester's citizens solidified into four general 

recognisable concentrations. At the core was the commercial district of banks, 

business houses, municipal buildings and a few residential dwellings. It was 

surrounded by an inner belt of inferior 'old-environment' dwellings occupied by the 

working-class; this in turn was enclosed by overcrowded suburbs of labourers' 

dwellings built hastily and cheaply near mills in Ancoats, Hulme, Holt Town, 

Ardwick and Chorlton-upon-Medlock; and finally there was a peripheral ring of 

middle-class suburban villas in Broughton, Cheetham, Pendleton and Crumpsall.6 

Kidd pointed out that one consequence of this separation by distance was 

social neglect. The educated and wealthy became increasingly alienated from the 

urban working class until eventually 'a man living in Broughton considered himself to 

be a race apart from his neighbour in Angel Meadow'. 7 As a result the middle class 

lost contact with the impoverished poor left behind in inner residential and mill areas, 

and any civilising influence they may have had over their behaviour was lessened or 

lost altogether. s Community leaders, wrote Kidd, either ignored or had no idea of the 

social condition of the urban lower classes, of their immiseration or of the moral and 

physical depravity developing in the overcrowded streets. 9 

Engels believed this neglect was an inevitable result of the prevailing 

Manchester urban-industrial economic system in which, he wrote, 'what really 

5 Kidd, Manchester, p. 40; E Thompson, The Making of the English Working Class, London, 
Penguin Books, 1980, pp 354-356, hereafter called Thompson, The Making of the English Working 
Class; Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', p. 144; Chadwick, Report, pp. 243-244; Engels, 
The Condition of the Working Class, pp. 50-55; Gausden, 'A Curse on All Your Houses' pp. 25-26; 
and Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, p. 13. 
6 'Plan of Manchester and Its Suburbs' in Engels, The Condition of the Working Class, pp. 59 and 
72; and Kidd, Manchester, pp 40-41. 
7 C De Motte, 'The Dark Side of Town: Crime in Manchester and Salford, 1815 -1875', PhD 
Thesis, University ofKansas, 1997, p. 324, hereafter called De Motte, 'The Dark Side of Town'. 
8 Kidd, Manchester, pp. 56-59, Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', p. 144; and Engels, The 
Condition of the WorkinK Class, pp. 54-56. 
9 Kidd, Manchester, pp. 39-41 and 54-60; and Engels, The Condition of the Working Class, pp. 311-
312. The 1830's death rates were indicators of differences in quality oflife associated with separation 
of the classes. In the middle-class suburb ofBroughton the death rate was 15.8 per 1,000 
inhabitants; in the working-class outer suburb of Ardwick 28.6 per 1,000; and in the working-class 
districts of inner Manchester 3 5 .2 per 1, OOO. In impoverished areas of inner Manchester and Salford 
fifty-four out of every 100 children died under five years; Chadwick, Report, p. 13; and Central 
Library, Manchester, Minutes of the Statistical Society ofManchester, March 1834, p. 7. 
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mattered to the Englishman [was] his own interest and above all his desire to make 

money'. 

One day I walked with one of these middle-class gentlemen into Manchester. I spoke to 

him about the disgraceful unhealthy slums anu urtlw his attention to the disgusting 

condition of that part of town in which the factory workers lived. I declared that I had 

never seen so badly built a town in my life. He listened patiently and at the corner of 

the street at which we parted company he remarked; 'And yet there is a great deal of 

money made here Good morning, Sir' .10 

The second major feature was the concentration of labourers and the poor 

into inferior old-environment dwellings in Old Town, Collyhurst, Deansgate, Salford 

and Mynshull, and into new low-cost housing close to recently-built mills in 

Ancoats, Ardwick, Hulme and Chorlton-upon-Medlock. There was a particular 

concentration of impoverished Irish in Old Town, a degraded place of squalid 

seventeenth and eighteenth-century dwellings, unwholesome courts, narrow streets 

and narrower ginnels.11 On its western edge was mediaeval Manchester marked by 

the Collegiate Church, Chetham's College and the Irwell River which carried the 

refuse of Bolton, Rochdale and Bury through its waterway, said by Halevy to be 'the 

hardest worked in the universe' .12 

Collyhurst was part old environment and part new. It extended from inner 

Manchester to the countryside; its boundaries were Miller Street in Old Town, 

Oldham Road and the Irk River as far as Harpurhey. It was a place of extraordinary 

growth - in 1773 there were only seventy-three people living beyond Saint Michael's 

church; in 1828 the population was greater than 30,000.13 There was a mix of 

buildings in Collyhurst - dwellings, cotton mills, timber yards, rope walks, gas, dye 

and bone works, foundries, tanneries, tripe shops and catgut works, all discharging 

their effiuent into the Irk. 14 Collyhurst was best known for its four notorious 

precincts: Irish Town, Irk Town, New Town and Angel Meadow, 15 all filled with the 

'worst types of non-workers' .16 

10 Engels, The Condition qf the Workinf( Class, p. 312. 
11 A ginnel was a narrow covered passage way leading to a court. 
12 Halevy, History of the English People (2), p. 103, and Engels, The Condition of the Working 
Class, p 57 
13 Gausden, 'A Curse on All Your Houses', p. 10. 
14 'Bancks and Company's Plan of Manchester and Salford', Survey by Richard Thornton, J and A 
Walker, London and 33 Pool Lane Liverpool, 1831, reprinted by N Richardson, 1982, Sheet 10, 
hereafter called 'Bancks and Company's Plan of Manchester and Salford'; Burnett, A Social History 
of Housinf(; pp. 64-66; and Engels, The Conditwn qf the Workmf( Class, p. 60. 
15 Emsley, Crime and Society, p. 91; and Gausden, private papers 
16 Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', p. 144, and Gausden, 'A Curse on All Your ~ouses', p. 
10. 
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Deansgate was a major thoroughfare extending from the Collegiate Church in 

the north to Gaythorn in the south. The northern end was commercial and industrial, 

the southern a maze of small courts and long passageways, the most degraded being 

between Deansgate, the Irwell, Princess Street and Quay Street, and connected by 

bridges to Salford, a large 'unhealthy, dirty and dilapidated' working-class town of 

narrow lanes and crowded rows of ruined cottages especially in Chapel Street, Gravel 

Lane, Oldfield Road and Cross Lane. 11 

Early in the nineteenth century as a result of the construction of new cotton 

mills, there was a rush of labourers into the suburbs of Ancoats, Ardwick, Hulme and 

Chorlton-upon-Medlock looking for work and in need oflow-cost housing. 18 Old

environment houses were rapidly multi-tenanted, cellars were used as dwellings19 and 

every open space was filled with new hastily-built rows of back-to-back, one-up

one-down cottages, haphazardly interspersed amongst noxious industries, cotton 

mills, factories and warehouses, particularly along Oldham Road, Portugal Street, 

Leigh Street, Great Ancoats Street, London Road, Oxford Street and in Chorlton 

Row.20 

There had been a recognition by government that Manchester was developing 

a separation of rich from poor as early as 1792, when commissioners appointed 

under the Police Act to regulate municipal affairs relating to 'public nuisances' 

divided Manchester into fourteen rating districts. Though their boundaries were 

geographically based they mostly coincided with social divisions, and their use by 

Kay in his statistical study of housing, sanitation, health, hygiene and disease 

demonstrated sharp differences in conditions of living. Engels also applied eight 

geographical areas to his examination ofManchester's social condition- the 

commercial quarter, Old Town, New Town, Ancoats, Deansgate, Hulme, Salford and 

Little Ireland. These were generally consistent with the commissioners' divisions 

17 Engels, The Condition ~f the WorkinK Class, pp. 73-75. 
18 McConnell and Kennedy at Ancoats was the largest cotton-spinning mill in Manchester, employing 
between 15,000 and 16,000 hands including 200-300 children aged from nine to thirteen; The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser and The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 30 
July 1836. 
19 Midwinter, Social Administration in Lancashire, p. 72; Engels, The Condition of the Working 
Class, p. 78; and Kidd, Manchester, p. 46. Midwinter believed that about 12 percent of 
Manchester's working class lived permanently in cellars, Gaskell thought about 20,000 people and 
the Manchester Statistical Society calculated 14,960. 
20 Engels, The Condition of the Working Class, pp. 68-71; Marshall, Industrial England, pp. 41-42; 
and Gausden, 'A Curse on All Your Houses', pp. 8-11. Engels remarked on some particularly 
unhealthy blocks of crowded dwellings bounded by Newton, Fawcett and John Streets off Great 
Ancoats Street 
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except Little Ireland which was part of the Oxford Street division, and Deans gate 

which extended through five different rating divisions. 21 

Manchester's old-environment dwellings were multi-tenanted by factory 

workers, though these houses were not spacious nor easily able to be divided into 

separate tenements as occurred in some areas of London. Manchester's houses were 

mostly of a distinctive standard design - brick dwellings of three storeys each of two 

rooms, the house front aligned to the street, five steps from the street to the front 

door and a separate cellar entrance underneath. Usually there was a communal court 

behind containing privies, ash pits, brew houses and cesspools, such as those in 

Little Pitt Street on the edge of the main commercial area near Piccadilly.22 

Originally one well-off family lived in each dwelling but when occupied by 

the working class, generally one family lived in each room. At 1 Little Pitt Street the 

MacCloud family of four lived in one room, the Campbell family of six in the second 

and the Fitzpatrick family of seven weavers and a schoolmaster boarder in the third. 

This clearly was not a tenement with separate accommodation but a multi-tenanted 

house where rooms were let on payment of a medium to long-term rent.23 

Similar dwellings were used as common lodging houses where rooms were let 

overnight, tenants sharing kitchens and privies.24 There was a lodging house at 98 

Silk Street, Ancoats, kept by a fifty-four-year-old widow, Cicely O'Toole, and her 

thirteen-year-old weaver daughter, Mary Ann. On one census night O'Toole lodged 

fifteen people in her three rooms: the Brennan family of seven hawkers from Salford, 

21 Because Manchester was a manorial village, the court leet could not legally collect rates. The 
Police Acts of 1792 and 1795 permitted the appointment of commissioners to regulate municipalities 
and levy rates. As a result in 1792 the Manchester commissioners appropriated from the court leet 
the functions of lighting, drainage, night watch, policing and building regulation. They divided 
Manchester into fourteen rating districts mostly named after parish churches: New Cross (Ancoats), St 
Michael (Collyhurst), Collegiate Church (Old Town), St Clement (Piccadilly), St Paul (Old Town), 
Exchange (commercial centre), Mynshull, St James (Old Town), St Ann (Old Town), Oxford Street, 
St Peter (Deansgate), St Mary (Bridge St), Old Quay (Deansgate) and St John (Deansgate), 'Fourteen 
Districts of the Town of Manchester, as divided by the Commissioners under the Police Act at a 
meeting held at the Bull's Head Inn on the 18th day of July, 1792', Manchester Early Dwellings 
Research Group, 1985; 'Manchester Township Rating Districts 19th Century', map by Manchester 
Early Dwellings Research Group, 1985, DeMotte,'The Dark Side of Town', pp. 43-50 and 102-104; 
and Gausden, private papers. 
22 Gausden, private papers; and Henry Gaulter, The origin and progress of the malignant cholera in 
Manchester, 1833, quotedinGausden, 'A Curse on All YourHouses', p. 11. 
23 Gausden, 'A Curse on All Your Houses', pp. 4-7 and 25-26. 
24 L Rose, Rogues and Vagabonds: Vagrant Underworld in Britain 1815-1985, London, Routledge, 
1988, p. 56, hereafter called Rose, Rogues and Vagabonds; and Neale, Juvenile Delinquency in 
Manchester, p. 53. Engels estimated about 5,000 to 7,000 people used lodging houses nightly, in 
Engels, The Condition of the Working Class, p. 78; and Gaskell calculated that in 1832 there were 
300 lodging houses in Manchester generally with five to seven beds per room, in Gaskell, Artisans 
andMachinery, pp. 84-85. 
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three Manning girls aged 10, 13 and 16 who were throstle spinners from Stockport, a 

female cotton piecer from Ireland, a sixty-year-old male pauper from Durham, a 

sixty-year-old female pauper from Ireland, and a male hardware dealer and a tailor 

from Ireland.25 

Some lodging houses provided cheap overnight beds for the desperate poor 

which Chadwick said were filled 'promiscuously with men, women and children' 

generally filthy and a source of ill health; others were 'low' lodging houses which 

were 'nests of beggars and thieves' who had to keep constantly on the move to avoid 

arrest. 26 

A second type of Manchester dwelling was the one-up-one-down cottage, 

some 'back-to-back'.27 One example was the row of workers' cottages in Bradley 

Street built in 1786 and 'blind-backed'28 behind large Georgian houses in Lever 

Street. 29 Each cottage had a ground floor room eight feet by eleven feet six inches 

aligned with the street, one upstairs room so low that an adult could not stand 

upright and a cellar entered by a trapdoor. There were no rear doors, no access to 

yards and front doors opened directly into Bradley Street, a ten-feet-wide back 

street. 30 Another example was the standard 'one-up-one-down' and 'back-to-back' 

cottage, a type of dwelling built to satisfy the prodigious demand for dwellings in 

Manchester in the early nineteenth century. Their inferior design and association 

with the poorest of Manchester's people and the most squalid of Manchester's 

suburbs contributed to their notoriety as an uncivilised form of housing. They were 

the core of Manchester's urban degradation. 

25 Gausden, 'A Curse on All Your Houses', p. 19 A throstle is a continuous power-spinning 
machine. The ages of these girls were ten, thirteen and sixteen which makes it probable that at least 
the two youngest were piecers on a throstle rather than operators. 
26 In 1828 the charge was twopence or threepence a night with three to four persons to a bed, 
regardless of sex, age or illness in rooms containing as many beds as possible; Neale, Juvenile 
Delinquency in Manchester, pp. 9, 16 and 53; Chadwick, Report, pp. 201and411-414; Kitson 
Clark, The Making of Victorian England, p 71; Rose, Rogues and Vagabonds, p 49; and Burnett, 
A Social History qf Housmf(, p. 64. 
21 Marshall, Industrial England, pp. 36 and 41-42; Gausden, 'A Curse on All Your Houses', pp. 12-
13; and Kidd, Manchester, pp. 38-41. 
28 'One-up-one-down' means one small room at ground level and another room upstairs. 'Back-to
back means houses shared a rear wall and had no rear access 'Blind-backed' referred to cottages built 
behind other houses but not directly 'back-to-back' such as the Bradley Street cottages which were 
built with their backs against a workshop belonging to the front houses. 
29 Occupations of people who lived in some Lever Street houses in 1800 were. cotton manufacturer, 
bookkeeper, excise officer, joiner, doctor, tailor, umbrella maker and calico printer, Bancks's 1800 
Directory quoted in Gausden, private papers. 
30 Bradley Street cottages were built in the same narrow lane as industrial mills and a machine 
factory In 1841 there were thirteen adults and two children living in 4 Bradley Street; Manchester 
Early Dwellings Research Group; Gausden, private papers; and Gausden, 'A Curse on All Your 
Houses', pp 12-13. 



'One-up-one-down' cottages: Eighteenth-century 'one-up-one-down' brick cottages 
built in the 1780s in Bradley Street, Manchester for mill workers. These cottages 
were in a narrow lane ten feet wide opposite factories. 

Manchester Early Dwellings Research Group. 
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The Bradley Street cottages were built in the back yards of larger houses in Lever 
Street. They were 'blind-backed' in that they had no rear or side access. 

Manchester Early Dwellings Research Group. 
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The third feature of Manchester's social development was the emergence of 

pockets of recognisable 'criminal areas', the most notorious being Angel Meadow, 

London Road and Deans gate. Others of less significance were Little Ireland, Canal 

Street, Knott Mill, Pollard Street, Pap Gardens and Gaythom Street, Salford. 31 In 

Manchester these 'criminal areas' were crowded clusters of squalid multi-tenanted 

houses, cellar dwellings and back-to-back cottages in chaotic tangles of back streets, 

alleys, twisted lanes, ginnels and narrow courts overflowing with impoverished poor, 

thieves, prostitutes, receivers, dishonest pawnbrokers and dealers in stolen goods. 32 

Their 'flash houses' or meeting places33 were nearby 'low' lodging houses, coffee, 

beer and cook shops, and their criminal safety was reinforced by complicated 'mazes 

of alleys so tortuous that strangers, once inside, would have required a native guide to 

extricate them' .34 

[These mazes were] threaded by an elaborate complex of runways, traps, and bolt holes. 

In places cellar had been connected with cellar, so that a fugitive could pass under a 

series of houses and emerge in another part of the rookery . . . long-established escape 

routes ran up from the maze of inner courts and over huddled roofs. 35 

Angel Meadow in Saint Michael's District was the most infamous. It was 

bounded by Hanover Street, Saint George's Road, the Irk River and Back Irk Street.36 

In 1828 it was a 'crazy labyrinth of pauper dwellings', dilapidated cottages, damp 

cellar dwellings alive with impoverished Irish, and cheap lodging houses and their 

associated thieves' kitchens filled nightly with hawkers, beggars, criminals, 

prostitutes and receivers. 37 The worst places in Angel Meadow were clusters of 

31 Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p. 142; De Motte, 'The Dark Side of Town', p. 157; and 
Neale, Juvenile Delinquency in Manchester, pp. 8-9. 
32 Engels, The Condition of the Working Class, pp. 62-65; Marshall, Industrial England, pp. 36 and 
41-42; Kidd, Manchester, pp. 38-41; Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', pp. 145, 158 and 
162; Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, pp. 68, 101, and 176-179; Engels, The Condition of the 
WorkinK Class, p. 65, and Burnett, A Social History of HousmK, pp. 64-65. 
33 Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, p. 445; and B Cromie, 1811 Dictionary of the Vulgar 
Tongue, A Dictionary of Buck1sh Slang, University Wit, and Pickpocket Elegance, Northfield, Digest 
Books Incorporated, 1971, unpaginated, hereafter called Cromie, 1811 Dictionary of the Vulgar 
Tonf!:Ue. 
34 Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, p. 120; and Gausden, 'A Curse on All Your Houses', p. 14. 
35 Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, p. 124. 
36 Emsley, Cnme and Society in England, p. 91; Engels, The Condition of the Working Class, p. 
65; and Gausden, 'A Curse on All Your Houses', p. 14. Bancks's 1831 map shows a bridge over the 
River Irk at the intersection of Portland, Back Irk Street, Rogers Street and Ashley Lane, and shows 
dwellings along the Irk which were described as flood effected by Engels in the 1840's. In 1999 
these dwellings were still in place, their windows below flood level now bricked; Bancks and 
Company's Plan of Manchester and Salford, Sheet 10. 
37 Engels, The Condition of the Working Class, pp. 62-63; Kay, The Moral and Physical Condition 
of the Working Classes, pp. 24-25; De Motte,'The Dark Side of Town', p. 200, and Jones, 'Crime 
and Police in Manchester', pp. 145, 158 and 162 Lodging houses normally had only one fireplace 
and one kitchen which became a welcome place of criminal fellowship, hence the contemporary name 
'thieves' kitchens'; Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, pp 120-124. 



The Angel Meadow criminal area in Saint Michael's Division was a labyrinth of 
dilapidated cottages, cellar dwellings, 'low' lodging houses and their associated 
thieves' kitchens; 'Bancks and Company's Plan of Manchester and Salford', sheet 10. 



47 

pauper dwellings in Allen's Court near Miller Street (a continuing source of cholera 

during the scourge of 1832),38 in 'Gibralter' near Ducie Bridge and in Blakeley Street. 

In the late 1830s John Martin a fifteen-year-old Irish boy from Angel Meadow told 

the Reverend Joseph: 

I lived in Blakeley Street, at a lodging house; ... [I] got into bad company with boys, 

we then used used go about the streets, and robbed whenever we had the opportunity; 

we spent the money amongst ourselves, we often picked pockets; what we got was 

money. The people that I lodged with; he knew that I got my living by stealing. 39 

London Road was an isolated 'criminal area' created not as a result of the 

deficiencies of old-environment housing but by the inefficiencies of the new. It was a 

huge concentration of more than 700 back-to-back cottages in a complicated maze of 

courts, ginnels and narrow back streets between Store Street, Travis Street and 

London Road hastily built for Ancoats and Mynshull mill workers.40 It became a 

refuge for thieves, wanderers, 'non-workers' and prostitutes in the south-east of 

Manchester. 

The 'criminal area' of Deansgate was a mass of overcrowded dwellings in an 

area bounded by the Irwell River, Bridge Street, Quay Streets and Deansgate. The 

worst rookeries were in Wood, Cumberland and Parliament Streets, in the maze of 

small courts and connecting passageways in Cupids Alley41 and in Walker, Ryton, 

Back Parliament and Thomson Streets. These were places of crime and disorder on a 

major scale and were mostly occupied by 'prostitutes, thieves, coiners and forgers'. 42 

Though some recent historians such as Tobias, Kidd, Ashley, Emsley, 

Chesney, Halevy, Jones and Burnett connected the incidence of crime with 

deficiencies in Manchester's physical and social environments, the most striking 

observations were contemporary. Kay's surveys illustrated the extent of 

immiseration and Clay's observations led to his conclusion that 'almost all crime was 

traceable to three closely linked causes, drunkenness, ignorance, and the habit of 

38 Kay, The Moral and Physical Condition of the Working Classes, pp. 24-25 and 3 8-40; Jones, 
'Crime and Police in Manchester', pp. 144-145, 158 and 162; Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, 
p. 142; Gausden, 'A Curse on All Your Houses', p. 10; and Neale, Juvenile Delinquency m 
Manchester, pp. 8-9. 
39 H Joseph, Memoirs of Convicted Prisoners; accompanied by remarks on the causes and prevention 
of crime, London, Messrs Wertheim and Co, 1853, p. 6, hereafter called Joseph, Memoirs of 
Convicted Prisoners. 
40 Bancks and Company's Plan of Manchester and Salford, sheets 11 and 14. 
41 Brothel areas of old Lancashire townships were often caJied 'Cupids Alley'; Gausden, private 
papers 
42 Burnett, A Social History of Housing; pp. 64-66; Emsley, Crime and Society in England, p. 91; 
Kay, The Moral and Physical Condition of the Working Classes, p. 23; Gausden, private papers; and 
Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', pp. 145 and 158-162. 



The Deansgate criminal area showing haphazard concentrations of 
dwellings in a maze of back streets, courts and ginnels near Parliament 
Street and Cupids Alley, an area notorious for brothels and lodging 
houses of the worst kind; 'Bancks and Company's Plan of Manchester and 
Salford', sheet 8. · 
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living in filthy, overcrowded dwellings'. 43 The Reverend Henry Phibbs Fry 

maintained crime was generally the result of poverty. 

Masses of people in all large towns are without regular means of existence. Parents are 

compelled to send their children to beg, thousands offemales who, when in work can 

only earn from three to four shillings a week and who are frequently out of 

employment, are compelled to resort to prostitution to escape starvation. To persons in 

such a condition, crime and vice appear justified by necessity, and convey little or no 

reproach, compunction, or shame 44 

Gaskell blamed Manchester's urban-industrial overcrowding as a principal 

cause of crime. 

Unpaved and unsewered streets, rickety houses, huddled into heaps, undrained, 

unprovided with needful conveniences, badly ventilated, and crowded with inmates; the 

habits of the population itself, its improvidence, its neglect of domestic comforts, its 

indulgences in dram-drinking, its general immorality, its thin and innutritious diet. 45 

Neale concluded that Manchester's social deficiencies brought about most 

criminal activity. 

Criminals spring chiefly from the most abject, ignorant, improvident, and poverty 

stricken of the population, and the quarters they occupy are the lowest and most 

incommodious, and loathsome in the city; showing that poverty is the parent of crime, 

and that misery is allied to guzlt. 46 

Both Gaskell and Neale also argued that the neglect of children in these urban

industrial slums caused crime. Labouring mothers, they said, neglected children from 

birth because the mills required their labour, an obligation which allowed women little 

time to supervise children who subsequently underwent a gradual process of 

criminalisation. Children's criminal progress began with begging and match selling, 

proceeded to vagrancy, minor theft, picking pockets, stripping clothes-lines, robbing 

drunks in the streets and finally to the commission of serious felonies associated with 

general criminal plunder. 47 

One element which prompted contemporary observers to make a connection 

43 Kay recorded 377,294 individual acts of parochial relief granted at the Churchwarden's Office 
during the winter months from November 1827 to February 1831 and another 81,694 between March 
and October 1831, in Kay, The Moral and Physical Condition of the Working Classes, pp. 30-34 
and 73; and Clay, The Prison Chap/am, pp 492 and 517-519. 
44 H Fry, A System of Penal Discipline; wzth a report on the treatment of prisoners in Great Britain 
and Van Diemen 's Land, London, Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans, 1850, p. 37, hereafter 
called Fry, A System qf Penal Disc1plzne. 
45 Gaskell, Artisans andMachmery, pp. 79-80 and 204-205. 
46 Neale, Juvenile Delinquency in Manchester, p 8. The emphasis was by Neale. 
47 Neale, Juvenile Delinquency mManchester, pp. 11-15 and 45; and Gaskell, Artisans and 
Machinery, p 41, 82. The Manchester statistical society concluded that factory girls were 'ignorant of 
domestic economy, and could make bad wives and careless mothers'; Central Library Manchester, 
Minutes of the Statistical Society, March 1834, p. 26. 
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between social and economic disadvantage and crime was the coincident sharp rise in 

the number of committals48 to quarter sessions for felonies by the rising numbers of 

disadvantaged urban-industrial poor. In 1794 in the Salford Hundred, 150 offenders 

were prosecuted at quarter sessions and in 1837, 1,313. This was an increase in 

annual committals of nearly 900 percent. The total number brought to trial was 

fearsome - between 22 January 1794 and 4 January 1840, 104,133 offenders from the 

Salford Hundred appeared at quarter sessions. 49 The Reverend Clay said this was 

' terrible'. 50 

The numbers of prosecutions and convictions at Salford Hundred quarter 

sessions between 1794 and 1839 are shown in detail by years in the table in Annex A 

and are illustrated in the chart in Figure 5-1. 

Figure 5-1: The Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Prosecutions and Convictions 1794-1839 
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sessions gives an indication of the extent of crime in the Salford Hundred. However, 

this thesis is concerned with an analysis of the outcomes of these committals and as a 

consequence with the fundamental components of the process of indictment, trial and 

48 In this thesis, the words 'committals' and ' offenders ' are used synonymously to represent people 
prosecuted before magistrates at petty sessions and indicted for offences tried at quarter sessions even 
though some were subsequently acquitted or discharged. 
49 LRO Preston, ' A Correct Statement of the Number of Prisoners Tried and Convicted at the New 
Bailey Court-House, Salford, in the years 1794-1839'. 
5° Clay, The Prison Chaplain, p. 163 . 
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punishment. The historical structures and functions of the judicial system in the 

Salford Hundred in the early nineteenth century had an important influence on any 

analysis of criminal activity. They are examined in following chapters. 
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Chapter Six 

Quarter Sessions and Justices of the Peace 

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, the English criminal legal system 

was still feudal, its jurisdiction derived from the mediaeval authority of monarchs 

who delegated it to criminal courts. Two of the most important courts outside 

London were assizes and general quarter sessions of the peace. 1 

Assizes were chiefly _occupied with hearing serious offences such as murder, 

burglary, highway robbery, rape, coining and grand larceny for which the most severe 

punishments were transportation or death. The law required a high court judge to 

preside over assizes. However, the English legal system was centralised in London

the high court was in London, high court judges lived in London and barristers were 

trained in London - so it was necessary for judges to go on circuit to provincial 

townships to sit at assizes. England was divided into six circuits and one or two 

judges travelled each circuit twice annually in the southern counties and once in the 

four northern counties ofNorthumberland, Durham, Cumberland and Westmoreland. 2 

The first circuit sitting of the year was held in Lent and the second in the 'long 

vacation'. 3 Though assizes were important occasions in judicial activity, they had no 

lasting influence on provincial towns; after proceedings had concluded, the judge's 

departure left a vacuum in the national execution of law which would not be filled for 

six or twelve months. 

There was a similar deficiency at county level in the execution of national, 

public and political administration. Laws were passed by Parliament in London and 

policy was decided by an executive also in London. But distance and poor 

communications meant that in most cases centralised government was unable to 

supervise all its laws. When it did, the execution was in a few unpopular areas such 

as the collection of taxes and excise duties, the suppression of smuggling, the 

compulsory enlistment of soldiers to fight wars and the use of press gangs to acquire 

sailors to man the fleet. At the same time central government did little to enforce 

1 In this thesis 'general quarter sessions of the peace' is called 'quarter sessions'. 
2 D Hay, Albion's Fatal Tree - Crime and Society in Eighteenth Century England, Penguin Books, 
London, 1988, hereafter called Hay, Albion's Fatal Tree, Thomson, England in the Nineteenth 
Century, p. 21; and E Halevy, A History of the English People (1), Pelican Books, London, 1938, 
pp. 41-60, hereafter called: Halevy, A History qf the Enl(lish People (1). 
3 The 'long vacation' was from 10 August to 22 October when by tradition the high court did not 
sit in London. 
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matters of importance to the counties such as the provision of roads, canals, ports, 

gaols, water supplies, sanitation, housing and health. These issues were left to a 

feudal administrative system based on justices of the peace.4 During the eighteenth 

century, neglect of political activity in the counties by central governments allowed 

justices at quarter sessions to evolve into semi-independent legislatures able to make 

and administer their own laws.5 As the Reverend John Clay put it, a justice's 

qualification for magistracy in Lancashire depended not on his understanding of 

national policy but rather on his 'weight in local politics' .6 The result was that by 

the nineteenth century, justices of the peace were the core of county governance, 

holding powerful positions in the practical administration of England. 1 

Justice of the peace was an ancient appointment which originated in the first 

year of the reign of King Edward III. 8 Justices were not elected by their people nor 

did they represent them politically. Law and custom required justices to be 

appointed by the monarch who delegated this authority to the lord lieutenant of each 

county, usually an important member of the land-owning class who generally chose 

new justices from the ranks of his fellow gentry. 9 In addition, to be eligible for 

appointment a justice had to own freehold land which earned an income of not less 

than £100 a year. 10 Thus throughout England the national body of justices of the 

peace represented a powerful group of wealthy hereditary landowners holding 

conservative views consistent with the maintenance of the established order of 

society. 11 This was the same class that occupied positions of greatest authority in 

almost every institution in English society - parliament, the judiciary, the church and 

the army. In the Salford Hundred the lord lieutenant appointed justices from Tory, 

4 In this thesis 'justices of the peace', 'justices' and 'magistrates' are synonymous. 
5 For an example of the independent nature of the magisterial system see the manner of provision, 
supervision and reform of gaols in S and B Webb, English Prisons Under Local Government, 
London, Longmans, Green and Co, 1921, pp. 38-42; hereafter called Webb, English Prisons Under 
Local Government; and Shaw, Convicts and the Colomes, pp. 132-135. 
6 Clay, The Prison Chaplam, p. 108. 
7 J and B Hammond, The Village Labourer, Volume 1, London, Longmans, Green and Co, 1948, 
pp 14-15, hereafter called Hammond, The Village Labourer; Halevy, A Hist01y of the English 
People (I), pp. 61-63; and Thomson, EnKland in the Nineteenth Century, p 63. 
8 1 Ed III, s 2, c 16 (1327). 
9 Portico Library, Manchester, John T Pratt, 'A summary of the office and authority of a justice of the 
peace, out of sessions', London, printed by A Strahan for William Benning, Law Booksellers, 1828, 
pp. 15-16 and 113, and Plumb, EnKland in the EiKhteenth Century, p. 36. 
10 Halevy, A History of the EnKlish People (1), p. 6. 
11 Kitson Clark, TheMakingofVictorianEngland, pp 58-60; Plumb, England in the Eighteenth 
Century, pp 34-35, Harrison, Early Victorian Britain, pp. 93-96; Halevy, A History of the English 
People (1), pp. 65-67; Halevy, A History of the English People in 1815 (3), London, Pelican Books, 
1938, pp. 14-16, hereafter called Halevy, A H1story of the English People (3); and L Stephen, The 
English Utilitarians, Volume 1, Jeremy Bentham, London, Duckworth and Co, 1900, pp. 30-34 and 
38-39, hereafter called Stephen, The EnKhsh Utilitarians. 
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Anglican, land-owning families such as Trafford Trafford and Thomas Joseph 

Trafford of Trafford Hall and William Hulton ofWythenshawe Hall,12 'a gentleman 

of the parish' ,13 rather than men who made money from manufacturing and 

merchnndising or mcrcnntilc families with unacceptable liberal or 11011-co11fon11ist 

tendencies. 14 According to Lord Bathurst such tradespeople were employers and 

thus would not be able to judge industrial disputes with fairness if appointed to the 

magistracy. 15 

There were also cleric justices of the peace, in some counties in great 

numbers. Cobbett estimated that about two thirds of all magistrates were clergymen, 

but less-radical observers thought about one quarter. 16 In the Salford Hundred 

between 1828 and 1837, ten of sixty-nine justices were clerics, a representation out 

of proportion to their numbers in the general population. 17 

During the first decade of the nineteenth century in fast-growing towns like 

Manchester the weight of numbers prosecuted at quarter sessions became too much 

for this system of a volunteer part-time magistracy. In 1813 James Norris a barrister 

of Manchester was appointed to the Salford Hundred as its first stipendiary 

magistrate~ in 1824 he became chairman, presiding over quarter sessions until his 

death in 1838. With the Reverend William Hay, Norris was infamous for the 

prominent part played by justices in the events at Saint Peter's Field in 1819 when 

12 Other examples of Salford Hundred landowning magistrates were: John Cheetham of Clayton Hall, 
the Reverend William Robert Hay of Chorlton Hall, Thomas Butterworth Bayley of Hope Hall in 
Salford, John Entwisle of Fox-Holes in rural Rochdale, Colonel Ralph Fletcher of rural Bolton, Sir 
Watts Horton squire of Chadderton Hall in rural Rochdale, John Leas of Belle Vue in Hope Village 
near Pendleton and Richard Atherton Farington of Parr's Wood near Didsbury; Manchester and 
Salford Directory or Alphabetical List of the Merchants and Manufacturers, and Principal 
Inhabitants etc, Manchester, Bancks and Company Manchester, undated (early nineteenth century), p. 
56 The families of some justices of the peace had owned land in the Salford Hundred since the 
fifteenth century: the Andrews and Hollands ofOmskirk, the Chadwicks of Warrington, the Ashtons 
and Entwisles of Wigan and the Traffords of Trafford Hall who had been granted land in the eleventh 
century; Portico Library, Manchester, John Aiken, 'Remains Historical and Literary Connected with 
the Palatine Counties of Lancaster and Chester', the Chetham Society, Volume IX, 1846, pp. 206-
211 
13 White, Waterloo to Peterloo, pp 183-184. 
14 Marlow, The PeterlooMassacre, pp 48-55; Halevy, A History of the Englzsh People (I), p. 66, in 
which Halevy states: 'In Lancashire the magistrates were exclusive and the cotton spinners were 
debarred from a Bench offended by their too recent wealth, disgusted by their vulgarity'; and Plumb, 
England in the Eighteenth Century, p. 85, in which Plumb wrote. 'In Lancashire it was an avowed 
rule not to tolerate any manufacturer as a colleague on the Bench'. For an explanation of Tory 
domination oflocal government in Manchester, see Kidd, Manchester, pp. 63-72. 
15 Halevy, A History of the EnKlish People (2), p. 106, note 1. 
16 Plumb, England in the Eighteenth Centwy, p. 35; and Cobbett's Political Register, 22 May 1811, 
quoted in Halevy, A History of the EnKlrsh People (1), p. 65. 
17 PRO Lancashire, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 1828-1837. In 1823 there 
were 136 magistrates in Lancashire, in 1836 there were 519 (including 45 clergymen) and in 1838 
there were 312, Butterworth, A Statistical Sketch, p. xxiii. 
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the Salford Hundred magistrates turned the Manchester and Salford Yeomanry 

Cavalry and the 15th Hussars onto the crowded public gathering. 18 

The second stipendiary magistrate to be appointed to the Salford Hundred 

was John Frederick Foster, son of a Yorkshire bishop and graduate of the University 

of Cambridge. He served as a magistrate from 1825 to 183 8, and as chairman from 

1838 to 1858. 

Edward III' s statute required quarter sessions to be held at the four 

ecclesiastical seasons - Epiphany (January sessions), Easter (March or April 

sessions), the Translation of the Bones of Saint Thomas (July or Midsummer 

sessions) and Michaelmas (October sessions). When sitting at quarter sessions, the 

justices had two major functions to perform - one administrative, the other judicial. 

The first day was usually set aside for all justices to meet and decide local 

government policy; the remainder of the sessions for some justices was the conduct 

of routine municipal administration, for others it was hearing indictments for felonies 

and certain misdemeanours. 

Judicial authority was exercised through three types of sessions - special, 

local and quarter. Special sessions were held on extraordinary occasions such as a 

flood of criminal activity, a riot, an insurrection or a rash of 'Captain Swing' rick 

burnings or Luddite frame breakings. In 1832 the Salford Hundred magistrates 

realised that four sessions annually were insufficient to deal properly with the 

numbers of offenders appearing, so they ordered additional sessions called 

'Intermediate Sessions' and 'Adjourned Mid-Sessions'. 19 In 1832 there were six 

sessions and from 1833 to 1837 eight sessions annually. 20 

In addition when there were too many committals for one court to properly 

manage, a 'Second Sessions Court' was raised to sit separately, a situation that 

occurred a number of times after 1832 when overcrowding caused Chairman Norris to 

authorise a second court. Magistrates John Foster and John Greaves presided 

separately in the Police Office on 9 January 1832, Foster and Edward Lloyd on 2 

March 1835, Lloyd for two days on each of 3 July and 28 August 1837 and Foster 

18 This event was later called 'Peterloo'. The crowd had gathered to hear Henry Hunt speak and 
during military action taken to disperse them, eleven people were killed and more than 100 injured, 
many with sabre cuts; Marlow, The Peterloo Massacre, pp. 130-134 and 203; and White, Waterloo 
toPeterloo, pp. 186-187. 
19 The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 7 December 1836, and The Manchester Courier and 
Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 1 September 1832, and 6 September 1834 
20 PRO Lancashire, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 1828-1837. 
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on4 December 1837.21 

The most common and regularly held was the local court of sessions - later 

called petty (petit) sessions - where a duty justice dealt with misdemeanours.22 The 

law did not require him to have any legal knowledge nor allow a judge to sit with him 

and give advice. He determined what was meant by the law, which evidence was to 

be presented and which ignored, decided innocence or guilt, passed immediate 

sentences and referred serious indictments to general quarter sessions. 23 In the 

Salford Hundred, justices sat alone at most petty sessions. In 1835 only twenty-one 

out of 931 remands from petty sessions to quarter sessions were made by 

magistrates sitting in pairs; in 1836, nine out of 471; and in 1837, thirty out of 1,151. 

Only one remand was made by three justices sitting together.24 

In Lancashire there were four General Quarter Sessions of the Peace. The 

first - the Lancaster Sessions - was held at Lancaster Castle on the ecclesiastical date 

required by statute. It was then remanded some days later to the Preston House of 

Correction for the Preston Sessions, then generally about a week later to the New 

Bailey House of Correction for the Salford Sessions and a further week later to the 

Kirkdale House of Correction for the Kirkdale Sessions. Each sessions had its own 

justices of the peace sitting at hearings, for example during the April 1828 sessions 

Lancaster had fifteen local justices, Preston twelve, Salford twenty and Kirkdale 

ten.25 

The court of quarter sessions when sitting judicially was conducted by two or 

more justices sitting together.26 In theory they could try any case except treason but 

by custom did not hear indictments involving the death sentence - these they referred 

21 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 14 January 1832, 7 March 
1835, 8 July 1837, 2 September 1837 and 9 December 1837; and The Manchester Guardian, 
Saturday 8 July 1837. 
22 Plumb, England in the Eighteenth Century, p. 35; and Butterworth, A Statistical Sketch, pp. xxii
xxm. 
23 Hammond, The Village Labourer, p. 15. Two statutes, 26 Geo II, c 27 and 7 Geo III, c 21 
specifically made the assistance of judges at petty sessions unnecessary; Halevy, A History of the 
Enl{lish People in 1815, (1), pp. 62-70. 
24 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 1828-1837. 
25 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 1828-1837. 
26 At the Salford Hundred quarter sessions Magistrate James Norris usually presided over the 
Principal Court in the New Bailey as Chairman, one other magistrate sitting with him. However the 
numbers of sitting magistrates varied, for example at the 3 June 1833 sessions Norris was 
accompanied on the bench by James Brierley, John Lomax and Robert Norreys, at the 23 October 
1837 sessions Chairman John Foster was accompanied by Robert Lomax, John Greaves, William 
Garnett, Joseph Brotherton, Colonel Wenroe, Daniel Harvey and several 'gentlemen of the long robe'; 
The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 8 June 1833 and 28 October 
1837. 
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to assizes. Ifthere were only a few accused, one group of justices would hear all 

cases; if there was a flood of indictments, groups of two or more justices sat 

simultaneously in different court rooms. 

The court of quarter sessions was assisted by two juries - a grand jury and a 

petit jury - institutions inherited from the feudal manorial court system. The first, 

the grand jury, assembled in a nearby room separate from the court. It was 

composed of up to twenty-four 'men of substance' from the lesser landed gentry or 

the wealthy upper middle-class who owned freehold land or were well-to-do 

merchants or shopkeepers. 21 Their duty was to examine the summaries of evidence 

for all indictments, 'preferring' (bringing forward to the court for trial) those which 

they considered were 'true bills' and safe to prosecute, 'cutting' those they thought 

'faulty'. Norris emphasised this point to the grand jury at the 20 July 1829 

sess10ns: 

With respect to your duties it will be for you to inquire whether there be sufficient 

evidence on which you can put a prisoner on his trial. Your business is not to try, but 

merely to inquire into the effect I have stated. 28 

When accused pleaded not guilty, a second jury - a petitjury - of twelve men 

sat in the open court. These men were mostly yeomen required to own land earning 

at least £10 a year or have a life tenancy at a rent of at least £20 a year.29 The petit 

jurymen heard the evidence, listened to counsels' speeches and justices' summing-up 

and then retired to a nearby room to come to a decision about guilt or innocence. In 

order to speed the process, the act required they be 'kept without meat, drink, fire, 

or candle, unless by permission, till they were all unanimously agreed'.30 

Rarely did jurymen represent the type or class of people who were to be 

tried. At the 1829 midsummer sessions one only of nineteen grand jurymen came 

from the township of Manchester, the other eighteen came from the countryside 

though the court sat in the heart of one of the most densely populated places in 

England, and tried offenders who came mostly from working-class districts in Salford 

21 Halevy, A History of the English People (1), p. 154. The number of people qualified to sit as 
grand jurors in Lancashire in 1835 was 17,690, Butterworth, A Statistical Sketch, pp. xxi-xxii. 
28 Wheeler's Manchester Chronicle, Saturday 25 July 1829; and The Manchester Courier and 
Lancashire Genera/Advertiser, Saturday 12 July 1834. This advice was given to grand juries before 
every Salford Hundred quarter sessions, for example at the 7 July 1834 sessions the acting chairman, 
John Fletcher, told the jury, 'in the first place they were not to try the prisoner, but merely to hear the 
evidence for the prosecution, and if they found that it was strong enough to put the prisoner on his 
trial, they would find a true bill'. 
29 Halevy, A History of the Enf(lish People (1), p. 154. 
30 Halevy, A History of the Enf(lish People (1), p. 151. 
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and Manchester. 

There were two major weaknesses in the system of justices of the peace and 

quarter sessions: first, there were few limits to the justices' legal jurisdiction which 

would restrain their authority; and second, there was no separation of powers -

justices were at the same time legislators, judges and public officials. As a result they 

were able to define their own areas of authority, pass their own legislation and 

develop their own administrative practices without serious challenge by central 

governments or by those they governed. Sometimes they created national policy 

such as the Speenhamland system of poor relief;31 at other times they used 

institutions like the regular army and local militia to deal with social unrest. 32 The 

order to use soldiers in Saint Peter' s Field in 1819 was given by William Hulton, 

Chairman of the Select Committee of Salford Hundred Magistrates, who simply told 

the special constables, 'you shall have the military Force' and wrote two hasty 

messages to the military commanders demanding they 'disperse the crowd' .33 

Though an important function of quarter sessions was judicial, the primary 

purpose was administrative - justices decided local government policy and its 

execution. They set the county rate,34 approved parish rates, ordered levies for 

repairs to roads and bridges, approved surveys, authorised the payment of accounts, 

approved or disapproved of licences for the operation of services such as ale houses 

and houses for the 'Reception oflnsane Persons, Lunatics or Dangerous Idiots', 

administered common gaols and houses of correction, granted bastardy orders, set the 

poor rate, executed the law of settlement and after 1828 directed the whole 

administration of the poor laws.35 They employed constables, surveyors of roads, 

overseers of the poor, clerks of sessions, gaolers, inspectors of factories and rate 

collectors to execute their policies, and appointed committees of supervising justices 

31 Sand E Checkland (eds), The Poor Law Report of 1834, Harmondsworth, Penguin Books, 1974, 
pp. 19-20, hereafter called Checkland, The Poor Law Report of 1834. 
32 Plumb, Englandm the Eighteenth Century, pp. 35 and 85; and Halevy, A History of the English 
People (1), p. 63. 
33 Marlow, The PeterlooMassacre, p. 133, and White, Waterloo toPeterloo, pp. 186-187. 
34 Plumb, England in the Eighteenth Century, p. 35. A rate was an amount in money per £1 of 
assessable income. Rates were. the county rate fixed by justices at quarter sessions for the upkeep of 
county infrastructure such as roads and bridges, the justice system and policing; the highway rate 
levied by the surveyor of highways, the church rate levied by church wardens for the maintenance of 
churches, the expenses of public worship and parish costs; the militia rate to pay men who after 1802 
agreed to replace those chosen by Jot to serve, and the poor rate levied by overseers of poor to assist 
parish poor 
35 Halevy, A History of the English People (2), pp 230-234; Harrison, Early Victorian Britam, pp. 
93-96, Thomson, England in the Nineteenth Century, pp. 69-71; Webb, English Prisons Under 
Local Government, pp. 3-17, 29-3 7 and 50-62; and LRO Preston, Order Book Salford Hundred 
quarter sessions, 20 July 1829, pp 191-210 
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such as 'Visiting Justices of the House of Correction' and 'Inspectors of Mills' to 

oversee the performances of private enterprises and public institutions. 36 

These were functions of substance; there were important decisions and large 

amounts of public monies involved. For example at the Salford Hundred 1829 

midsummer sessions the justices not only made a general rate assessment at 'three 

eighth parts of one penny in the pound' but also ordered the collection by levy of an 

additional £1,600 for 'maintaining supporting and keeping' the House of Correction 

at Salford, another £809 for 'repairing and amending bridges' and a further £110 to be 

paid to private citizens 'for the damages by them sustained by the feloniously 

demolishing pulling down and destroying of certain Houses and property by persons 

Riotously and Tumultuously assembling together in the Township ofManchester'. 37 

Halevy argued that this authority to make universal compulsory levies of money 

could be observed in two ways: first as a routine lawful administrative act necessary 

for the proper functioning of local government such as maintenance of roads and 

bridges for the common good; and second as a judicial act - a fine as collective 

punishment for disciplinary reasons such as damage by riot. Most importantly it 

demonstrated the unlimited authority of justices of the peace to regulate and tax their 

citizens, and the equally unlimited liability of citizens to obey whatever orders were 

imposed and pay taxes. 38 

There was a similar absoluteness in the justices' authority to determine the 

administration of the poor law. Rates had always troubled the landed class who 

pressured justices to keep them low. Any measures to reduce rates by strict control 

of poor-law costs were always popular with the landed gentry, and usually justices 

made every effort to lessen the numbers of poor persons making claims on parishes. 

One way of doing so was to return indigent people to their 'native places' or 'places 

of settlement' as required by the Act of Settlement and Removals of 1662. 39 It was a 

compassionless system - Salford Hundred justices pursued 'Orders for Removal' 

relentlessly. At the 1829 January sessions they ruled that: 

poor persons - Richard Clegg, Margaret his wife and their four children namely Mary 

Ann aged about seven years, Betsy aged about five years, Joseph aged about three 

36 LRO Preston, Order Book Salford Hundred quarter sessions, 20 July 1829; and B Forsythe, 
'Centralisation and Local Autonomy: The Experience of English Prisons 1820-1877', in Journal of 
Historical Sociology, Volume 4 Number 3, September 1991, p. 322, hereafter called Forsythe, 
'Centralisation and Local Autonomy' 
37 PRO Lancashire, Order Book Salford Hundred quarter sessions, 20 July 1829, pp. 187-201 
38 Halevy, A History of the Enf(lish People (1), p. 62. 
39 Checkland, The Poor Law Report of 1834, pp. 14-15. 
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years, and Ellis aged about six weeks, be taken out of the township of Little Bolton 

where they lived and were a charge on the parish, to Great Bolton which was Richard 

Clegg' s place of settlement, the rightful place according to the law for him to receive 

poor relief. 40 

Usually indigent poor were 'escorted' from the county no matter how far or 

at what cost, justices reasoning that in the long term it was less expensive than 

keeping them on parish poor relief In 1829 the Salford Hundred magistrates 

approved an order for 'nineteen pounds and two shillings payable to the Overseers 

of the Poor of Chorlton Row for conveying Poor Persons by Pass to Liverpool and 

Burton on their way to their respective Places of Settlement in Scotland and 

Ireland' . 41 

Though local government administration was the justices' primary function, 

by 1828 judicial proceedings took most of some justices' time because of a steady 

increase in the number of committals - in 1828 there were 861 prosecutions for 

felonies and in 1837, 1,313, a rise of 52.5 percent. There were reasons for this 

extraordinary increase in the number of criminal prosecutions: dearth, a rapid increase 

in population, unemployment, introduction of the corn laws after 1815, severity of 

the poor law especially the act of 183442 and the use of new parliamentary acts such 

as the Vagrancy Act of 1824, the Larceny Act of 1827 and the Trespass Act of 1827, 

which 'caught' many 'indigent or criminal' people in the Salford Hundred 'who in the 

past would have escaped scot free'. 43 

These statutes were inexact in defining specific unlawful acts and as a 

consequence the general charge of vagrancy was able to be used widely for offences 

which had marginal connections to crime such as unsocial behaviour, being a 

suspected person, being a reputed thief, not wanting to work, begging, selling without 

a licence, having no visible means of support, using obscene language, being a 

common prostitute, being an idle and disorderly person, being a rogue and vagabond, 

and being an incorrigible rogue. 

Another reason for the extraordinary increase in prosecutions was the 

transition from war to peace. Figure 6-1 illustrates the inverse relationship between 

40 LRO Preston, Order Book Salford Hundred quarter sessions, 20 July 1829, pp. 191-210 
41 LRO Preston, Order Book Salford Hundred quarter sessions, 20 July 1829, pp. 191-210. 
42 Checkland, The Poor Law Report qf 1834, pp. 17-20. 
43 Clay, The Prison Chaplain, p. 163. See also Philips, 'Crime, Law and Punishment', pp. 166-
168; Parliamentary Papers, June 1832 Report (Davies), p. 4; and J Knott, Popular Opposition to the 
Poor Law, London, Croom Helm, 1986, pp. 272-274, hereafter called Knott, Popular Opposition to 
the Poor Law. 
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changes in the numbers of soldiers, sailors and marines actively serving in the British 

military forces between 1794 and 1837 and numbers of committals to trial at the 

Salford Hundred quarter sessions. 44 Two particularly sharp peaks in prosecutions 

arose after partial demobilisation in 1801 following the Treaty of Amiens and on the 

conclusion of the war with the French in 1815. 

Figure 6-1: The Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Prosecutions, Convictions 

Compared with the British Military Establishment 1794-1839 

Prosecutions, Convictions and the Military Establishment 
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These factors - the return of soldiers from France, a rise in unemployment, a 

rapid increase in population, the effect of the corn laws on the price of bread, the 

harsh regulations of the poor laws which failed to adequately relieve need, and the 

overuse of vagrancy acts - all contributed to a general degradation of the poor 

working class, a consequent increase in lawbreaking, a real increase in the number of 

people committed to trial at quarter sessions, and the appearance of a dramatic rise in 

cnme. 

It was not only the number of committals to quarter sessions which worried 

the Salford Hundred justices, but also the rate of prosecutions which showed little 

44 R Floud, K Wachter and A Gregory, Height, Health and History: Nutritional Status in the United 
Kingdom, 1750-1980, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1990, pp. 46-47 and 69-70. I am 
indebted to Dr H Maxwell-Stewart for drawing my attention to this reference and the relationship 
between crime in England and demobilisation after the Treaty of Amiens. 
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sign of abating, particularly after 1825 when it maintained a steady rate between 1. 4 

and 1.8 per 1,000 of the Salford Hundred population.45 

The rate of prosecutions in the Salford Hundred between 1801 and 1839 is 

illustrated in Figure 6-2. 

Figure 6-2: Rate of Prosecutions Per 1,000 of The Salford Hundred Population 1801-1839 
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One result of this continued high rate oflawbreaking was that after 1828 the 

judicial function of justices became a major commitment when previously it had been 

relatively insubstantial. 

·~ The annual rate of prosecutions in the Salford Hundred in 1828 was 1.48 per 1,000 of population; 
thereafter fluctuating between 1.4 and 1.67 until 1837 when the rate was 1.79 per 1,000. 
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Chapter Seven 

The Law, Larceny and Judicial Procedures at Quarter Sessions 

The criminal system in early nineteenth-century England was administered by 

a confusion of acts passed by Parliament during the previous three centuries. Its 

predominant feature was the excessive number of statutes imposing capital 

punishment for felonies. 1 In a petition in 1819 the Corporation of London pointed 

out that: 

Upwards of two hundred crimes very different in their degree of enormity are equally 

subject to the punishment of death, which is enacted not only for the most atrocious of 

offences, for burglary, for rape, for murder, and for treason, but for many offences 

unattended with any cruelty or violence, for various minor crimes, and even for stealing 

privately to the amount of five shillings in a shop.2 

The felony for which most offenders were committed to trial was larceny. 3 

There were three types: petty, simple and grand. Petty larceny was theft of goods 

valued at twelve pence or less; simple larceny was theft without any aggravating 

circumstances such as the use of violence or breaking and entering; and grand larceny 

was theft above the value of twelve pence or theft accompanied by an aggravating 

circumstance and was a capital offence. 4 Two of the most common offences of grand 

larceny were privately stealing property in a shop to the value of five shillings or 

more, and stealing in a dwelling house to the value of forty shillings or more. 5 

Other capital offences6 for larceny were burglary, offences against the person 

and theft by servants from their masters. Burglary was larceny aggravated by 

breaking and entering at night in a 'dwelling house, shop, cellar, vault, or other place 

1 In 1786 Sir Samuel Romilly thought there were more than 160 capital offences, in 1819 Sir 
Thomas Buxton believed there were 223 and in 1828 Sir James Macintosh said there were 200; L 
Radzinowicz, A History of English Criminal Law and its Admimstrationjrom 1750, Volume 1: The 
Movement for Reform, London, Steven and Sons, 1948, pp. 3-4 and 263-267 especially note 13, 
hereafter called Radzinowicz, A History of English Criminal Law, Volume 1; and D Neal, The Rule 
of Law m a Penal Colony, Law and Power in Early New South Wales, Sydney, Cambridge 
University Press, 1991, pp. 9-14, hereafter called Neal, The Rule of Law in a Penal Colony. 
2 Radzinowicz, A History of En!{lish Criminal Law, Volume 1, p. 526 note 3. 
3 Between 1810 and 1818 more than two thirds of all offences in England were simple larceny. 
Larceny was defined as· 'The wrongful or fraudulent taking and carrying away by any person of the 
personal goods of another, from any place, with a felonious intent to convert them to the taker's own 
use, and make them his own property, without the consent of the owner'. Radzinowicz, A Hrstory of 
English Criminal Law, Volume 1, pp. 526-528, 530-531 and note 21, and p. 632 note 7. See also 
Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, pp. 7 and 9. 
4 Radzinowicz, A History of En!{lish Criminal Law, Volume 1, pp. 632-634 and 144 and note 23. 
5 Radzinowicz, A History of En!{lish Criminal Law, Volume 1, pp. 549, 632-634, 144 and note 23. 
6 Hereafter 'capital offences' means crimes punishable by the death penalty and 'capital statutes' 
means acts of Parliament which imposed the death penalty for criminal offences. 
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or building'. 7 Larceny from the person occurred in two ways: first, by taking money, 

goods or chattels 'from the person privily without his knowledge' such as picking 

pockets; and second, by 'feloniously taking money, goods, chattels of any value from 

a person, or in a person's presence, against his \Vill, by violence or putting ut four' 

such as highway or street robbery. 8 Larceny by servants from their masters was a 

capital offence ifthe value of stolen property exceeded forty shillings.9 

In the seventeenth century simple larceny was punished with whipping, 

transportation, imprisonment or a fine, and if benefit of clergy was claimed, by 

branding on the hand. 10 In the eighteenth century branding was replaced by 

whipping, a fine or imprisonment with hard labour in gaols or in hulks. 11 Grand 

larceny obliged judges to apply the death sentence to guilty offenders though in most 

cases death was commuted to transportation. 12 In 1823 as a result of public unease 

about the use of capital punishment for grand larceny, judges were given the 

discretionary power to sentence offenders to transportation instead of death. There 

were three transportation penalties: maximum (life), intermediate (fourteen years) 

and minimum (seven years). Second offenders were to be hanged or transported for 

life. 

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, there was a general movement of 

public opinion towards reform of the administration of justice. Petitions were sent 

to Parliament and reformers such as Sir Samuel Romilly, Sir James Macintosh and Sir 

Thomas Buxton pressed for changes to criminal laws. 13 Major concerns were the 

excessive number of capital offences and the disproportion between penalties and the 

criminal seriousness of offences especially those related to larceny. 14 

Reformers' efforts resulted in the establishment in 1819 of a parliamentary 

7 Radzinowicz, A History of EnKlish Criminal Law, Volume I, pp. 634-636. 
8 Radzinowicz, A History qf EnKlish Criminal Law, Volume I, pp 636-637. 
9 52 Geo III, c 143, (1812); and Radzinowicz, A History of English Criminal Law, Volume I, pp. 
637 and 640. 
10 Benefit of clergy traditionally meant that a priest charged with felony could be tried only in 
ecclesiastical courts. In the course of time the meaning of benefit of clergy changed so that by the 
eighteenth century it exempted certain people from capital punishment when found guilty of specified 
felonies, for example after 1705 benefit of clergy applied to a first offence. Thus when a statute 
allowed for capital punishment without benefit of clergy, an offender found guilty had to be sentenced 
to death. Benefit of clergy was abolished by Peel's Consolidation Act of 1827 (7 and 8 Geo 4, c 28). 
Radzinowicz, A History of English Criminal Law, Volume I, p 3 note 2; and Shaw, Convicts and 
the Colonies, p. 25. 
11 4 Geo I, c 11, (1717); and Radzinowicz, A History of EnKlish Criminal Law, Volume I, p. 633. 
12 Radzinowicz, A History of EnKlish Criminal Law, Volume I, pp. 325-326 and 340-341. 
13 Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, pp. 130-131; and Radzinowicz, A History of English Crimmal 
Law, Volume I, pp. 526-529. 
14 Radzinowicz, A History <4 EnKlish Criminal Law, Volume I, p. 530 note 21. 
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committee to report on capital statutes. 15 Its main recommendations were the repeal 

or amendment of many obsolete laws such as 'injuring Westminster Bridge', and 

repealing the death penalty for privately stealing in a shop above the amount of five 

shillings and privately stealing in a dwelling house above the amount of forty 

shillings. 16 Most reforms proposed by the Committee of 1819 were not approved by 

Parliament but the debate stimulated general public and political pressure for change. 

This not only provoked Sir Robert Peel when Home Secretary to 'consider the whole 

question of the law' but also prepared the public for his progressive changes to 

criminal statutes. 17 The eventual result was the consolidation of a number of obsolete 

acts relating to criminal law into three, the most important being 7 and 8 Geo 4, c 29, 

(1827), 'An Act for Consolidation and amending the Laws in England relative to 

Larceny and other Offences connected therewith' .18 

One of the results of Peel's consolidation acts of 1827 and 1828 was an 

increase in the responsibilities of justices of the peace in trials at quarter sessions for 

larceny, malicious injury to property and offences against the person. 19 Justices of 

the peace now had discretionary powers of punishment over a wider range of 

larcenies than previously - they could sentence offenders to transportation for seven 

years, fourteen years or life, to imprisonment for up to two years, to a whipping or 

to solitary confinement as they thought fit. 20 

There were qualifications: second offenders were to be transported or 

imprisoned for up to four years; receivers of stolen property were to be punished 

more severely than the principal offenders;21 and certain offences were to remain 

capital such as breaking and entering a dwelling house, putting at fear, larceny in a 

dwelling house if the value of stolen goods was greater than £522 and burglary in the 

main building of a dwelling house but not in outhouses, stables and barns within a 

15 Radzinowicz, A History of Enf(lish Criminal Law, Volume 1, pp. 532-566. 
16 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, pp 7-8; and Radzinowicz, A History of English 
Criminal Law, Volume 1, pp. 554 and 559. 
17 Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, pp. 131-133; and Radzinowicz, A History of English Criminal 
Law, Volume 1, pp. 554 and 566. 
18 Peel thought there were over 196 statutes consolidated by his new acts; Radzinowicz, A History of 
Enf(lish Criminal Law, Volume 1, p. 574 note 22 and pp. 574-576. 
19 7 and 8 Geo IV, c 29, (1827); 7 and 8 Geo IV, c 30 (1827), and 9 Geo IV, c 31 (1828). 
20 Radzinowicz, A History of English Criminal Law, Volume 1, pp. 578-579 and 587 note 72 for 
comment on the use of solitary confinement by justices. 
21 7 and 8 Geo IV, c 28, (1827); and Radzinowicz, A History of English Criminal Law, Volume 1, p. 
580 note 42. 
22 Radzinowicz, A History of English Criminal Law, Volume 1, pp. 582 and 605-606; and Robson, 
The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 8. Capital punishment for larceny in a dwelling house of 
property above the value of £5 was repealed in 1832 and replaced by transportation for not less than 
seven years or imprisonment for up to four years 
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curtilage.23 Further reform by Whig governments between 1832 and 1837 abolished 

capital punishment for most larceny offences, allowing justices to imprison or to 

transport. 24 

Because Peel• s acts abolished the difference between grand and petty larceny, 

many offences for theft no longer incurred a penalty of death and as a result were 

transferred to lower jurisdictions. Committals to assizes for grand larceny now came 

within the judicial scope of quarter sessions and a number of minor larceny offences 

once heard at quarter sessions were transferred to petty sessions.25 Overall Peels' 

reforms resulted in quarter sessions becoming the court of judicature for most larceny 

offences; as a consequence most sentences of transportation between 1828 and 1837 

were made by justices of the peace.26 

Transportation was a severe sentence. Its use as a punishment for felonies 

had evolved over two hundred years. 'Removal' by transportation was first legally 

applied to citizens of England in 1597 when an act of Elizabeth I gave quarter 

sessions the power to banish offenders. 21 In 1666 high court judges could sentence 

soldiers to life banishment for misbehaviour on the northern borders of England, and 

after 1670 offenders who stole military stores or set malicious fires could be 

transported for seven years. 28 By 1717 removal was widely used as a punishment by 

courts, offenders being transported to America for seven or fourteen years instead of 

being hanged, branded or whipped, or as a condition for the grant of a pardon.29 

In 177 6 the Hulks Act made it lawful for sentences of transportation to be 

served in hulks;30 after 1779 the destination could be 'to any parts beyond the seas'31 

23 Radzinowicz, A History of EnKlish Criminal Law, Volume I, pp. 583 note 64 and p. 584. 
24 Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, p. 148; 2 and 3 Will IV, c 34, 62 and 123, (1832); 3 and 4 Will 
IV, c 44, (1833); 5 and 6 Will IV, c 81, (1835); and 7 Will IV and 1 Vic, c 84-91, (1837) 
25 Radzinowicz, A History of English Cnminal Law, Volume I, pp. 573 and 586-587; and Robson, 
The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 8 
26 Shaw, Convicts and the Colomes, pp. 147-148 in which Shaw calculated that Peel's reforms of 
1827 'almost doubled the numbers sentenced to transportation' from an annual average of2,149 
between 1824 and 1826 to 4,160 between 1828 and 1830. 
27 38 Eliz I, c 4, (1597), 'An Act for Punishment of Rogues, Vagabonds, and sturdy Beggars' re
enacted in 1661, in L Radzinowicz and R Hood, A History of English Criminal Law and its 
Admimstrationjrom 1750, Volume 5: The Emergence of Penal Policy, London, Steven and Sons, 
1986, p 465 and note 1, hereafter called, Radzinowicz and Hood, A History of Criminal Law, 
Volume 5 
28 22 Car II, c 5, (1670) and 23 Car II, c 7, (1671); and Radzinowicz and Hood, A History of 
Criminal Law, Volume 5, pp 465-466. 
29 4 Geo I, c 11, (1717); and Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 5. 
30 16 Geo III, c 43, (1776); Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 6; and M Clark, Select 
Documents in Australian History, 1788-1850, Volume I, Melbourne, Angus and Robertson, 1977, 
pp. 106-107, hereafter called Clark, Select Documents, Volume I. 
31 19 Geo III, c 74, (1779). 



66 

and in 1784 to wherever the monarch decided. 32 There were minor changes during the 

next forty years but it was the 1824 Act for the Transportation of Offenders from 

Great Britain which authorised the sentence of transportation during the period 

1828-1837.33 This act contained thirty-eight classes of felonies and ninety-six classes 

of misdemeanours, and allowed justices of the peace extensive discretionary powers 

of punishment. Two important results were that there was no general commonality 

of sentencing throughout England and there were wide disparities between the 

seriousness of offences and the severity of sentences.34 

Severe penalties resulted in a genuine public fear that courts were 'inflicting 

punishment disproportionate to the crime' particularly in the case of capital offences 

for larcenies.35 As a result, to avoid the awful consequences of the death penalty, 

there emerged in the courts some practices which were distortions of the judicial 

process. Victims were reluctant to prosecute, 'witnesses prevaricated' ,36 juries made 

improper verdicts of not guilty and courts allowed the use of irrelevant technicalities 

to avoid conviction. This legal misbehaviour caused much use of 'other findings' 

such as 'not guilty', 'no bill', 'bill cut', 'no prosecution', 'remanded sick or insane', 

'remanded witness sick or insane' and 'respited' (a reprieve).37 In addition there were 

a number of reasons why private prosecutors withdrew indictments: the expense of 

prosecution,38 delays in court hearings, threats of reprisals against prosecutors and 

witnesses, interference to nullify the charge such as the return of stolen goods prior 

to conviction, bribing of prosecutors to withdraw complaints, and grand juries not 

finding a 'true bill' even when the evidence was sufficient for the matter to go to 

trial.39 

One method commonly used by grand juries was a reduction in the value of 

property stolen, 40 a practice called 'pious perjury' because the members of a grand 

32 24 Geo III, c 56, (1784), 'An Act for the Effectual Transportation of Felons and other Offenders, 
etc'. 
33 5 Geo IV, c 84, (1824), 'An Act for the Transportation of Offenders from Great Britain'; and 
Radzinowicz and Hood, A History qf Criminal Law, Volume 5, pp. 465-468. 
34 Radzinowicz and Hood, A History of Criminal Law, Volume 5, pp. 467-468 and note 16. 
35 Radzinowicz, A History of En~lish Criminal Law, Volume I, p. 597 note 20. 
36 Clay, The Prison Chaplain, p. 16. 
37 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 1828-1837. 
38 Between 1826 and 1840 financial assistance was available for prosecutors from the government 
under the Criminal Law Act, 7 Geo IV, c 64, (1826) but was paid on completion of sessions and after 
much delay. 
39 Tobias, Cnme and Industrial Society, pp. 225-227. 
4° Capital punishment was also avoided by the commutation of death sentences to transportation or 
imprisonment and 'merciful interpretation of capital statutes by the judges', Radzinowicz, A History 
of English Criminal Law, Volume 1, pp 96-97 and 329-330; and Robson, The Convict Settlers of 
Australia, p. 33. 
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jury were required to swear an oath that their findings were proper. Pious perjury 

had occurred widely in courts across England since the seventeenth century41 and was 

a common feature in framing indictments before and after Peel' s reforming act of 

1827. An example occurred at the 20 July 1829 Salford Hundred quarter sessions 

when William Travis, Edward Johnson and William Whalley were charged with 

stealing 'five bottles of the value of one penny, one caddy spoon of the value of one 

penny and ten quarts of spirits of the value of one penny'. They had actually stolen 

five bottles of rum, brandy, gin and wine, twenty quarts of spirits and wine and a 

silver caddy spoon to a value of more than £5 but reductions were made in the 

quantity and value of stolen property to avoid sending them to assizes where there 

was a possibility of the death penalty. 42 

By 1828 the process of bringing offenders before magistrates had been well 

established. 43 They were arrested either by their victims, the parish watchmen or the 

borough police and placed in the watch house. 44 Within three days they had to be 

brought before a justice of the peace to determine if they could be dealt with 

summarily or whether their offences were sufficiently serious for them to be 

remanded to the next quarter sessions or assizes. If remanded they were imprisoned 

until the next sitting. 

Prosecutions were the responsibility of victims who were usually private 

citizens. 45 It was a difficult affair; prosecutors had to arrange for their own witnesses 

to attend, pay costs and organise the issue of indictments46 which were drawn up by 

clerks of the court who formally recorded them in indictment books.47 Between 1828 

and 1837 in the Salford Hundred, indictments were usually issued in printed form on 

parchment, the prosecutor or sessions' clerk filling in blank spaces by hand. One 

significant aspect of the form was that it described every accused as a 'labourer'. If 

41 Radzinowicz, A History of English Criminal Law, Volume 1, pp. 94-97 and 329-331; and Webb, 
EnKlish Prisons Under Local Government, pp. 1-2. 
42 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; and Wheelers 
Manchester Chronicle, Saturday 25 July 1829. 
43 Hay, Albion's Fatal Tree, pp 40-55; and Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, pp. 6-7. 
44 Jones, Crime, Protest, Community and Poltce, p. 171. 
45 De Motte calculated that in Manchester in 1834, 526 out of2,224 arrests were by private citizens; 
in 1835, 455 of2,535; De Motte, 'The Dark Side of Town', pp. 84-85. These figures probably 
applied to actual arrests by private citizens. The initiation of arrests by private citizens was possibly 
more frequent than this because victims often went to the watch house or police office and requested 
that suspected offenders be apprehended by watchmen or constables. 
46 Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, p. 159. 
47 During the period 1828-1837 a private legal establishment, Gorst and Birchall, were appointed 
'County Clerks of the Peace for the County Palatine of Lancaster'; LRO Preston, Indictment Rolls, 
County of Lancaster, Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions, 1828 to 1837, Qll 1/198-210 (1824-1836), 
hereafter called LRO Preston, indictment rolls, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 1828-183 7 



43.445 Larceny 

Lancashire to Wit. The Jurors for our Lord the King, upon their Oaths, present, that William Travis 

late of the Township of Manchester in the County of Lancaster, Labourer, 

Edward Johnson late of the same place labourer, and William Whalley late of the same 

place labourer 

on the first Day of June in the Tenth Year of the Reign of our Sovereigri 

Lord George the Fourth, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 

King Defender of the Faith at 

Manchester aforesaid in the County aforesaid Five bottles of the value 

of one penny, one silver Tea spoon of the value of -one Penny, 

Ten quarts of wine of the value of one Penny, and Ten quarts of Spirits of the value of one Penny, 

of the Goods and Chattels of Betty Oldham 

then and there found and being, by Force and Arms feloniously did steal, take, and carry away, 

against the Peace of our said Lord the King, his Crown and Dignity. 

Gardiner Solicitor 

All plead Guilty 

Johnson • Transported for seven years 

Travis • Remanded to hard labor for six Calr Months 

Gerst and Birchall 

Whalley - Remanded to hard labor for six Calr Months the last week in solitary confinement 

7 Sworn in court a true bill 

An indictment issued by Betty Oldham against William Travis, 
Edward Johnson and William Whalley and heard at the Salford 

Hundred Midsummer Quarter Sessions 1829. 
Indictment Rolls, County of Lancaster, Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions, 

1828 to 1837, Public Record Office, Preston, QJI 198-211. 



A Salford Hundred convict 1829-1836: Edward Johnson, a fustian dyer 
from Salford, was sentenced to seven years' transportation for breaking, 
entering and stealing, was imprisoned in the hulks, Dolphin and 
Cumberland, from 19 August 1829 to 23 April 1830 and sailed to Van 
Diemen' s Land in the David Lyon in April 1830. LRO Preston, calendars of 
liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; PRO London, HO 
8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, File 40/333, Con 14, Con 18, 
Con 23 and Con 31/24, 467 Edward Johnson, David Lyon, 18 August 1830. 

(Photograph by David Archer, Photographic Artist, Colac, Victoria, 1852) 
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the offender was female the printed word 'labourer' was crossed out and 'single 

woman' or 'wife of ... ' inserted by hand-written amendment. 

Framing indictments was a formidable process - inexactitudes could lead to 

judicial technicalities which invalidated them such as misspellings or the use of 

abbreviations for names in one place and not another. 48 An example of the use of an 

inconsistency by defence counsel was a difference in naming a railway company in 

the indictment and in evidence given at quarter sessions. At the 6 January 1834 

quarter sessions William Brown was accused of stealing two pieces of wrappering 

from a cart carrying goods to the 'Station House' in Manchester. The name given in 

the indictment was 'The Liverpool and Manchester Railway Company' but a 

witness, William Edge, in his evidence described it 'incorrectly' as 'the railway 

company'. Because the name was 'wrongly stated' the accused, William Brown, was 

found not guilty of the offence and acquitted. 49 

Procedures at quarter sessions followed an established pattern. When the 

court was convened on the first day (usually a Monday) there was a legal 

requirement for at least two justices to sit on the bench. They summoned and swore 

the grand jury, reminded jurors of their role in the judicial system and secluded them 

in a nearby private room where jurymen assessed each summary of evidence, decided 

whether prosecution was a safe course of action and marked the back ~f each 

indictment with its quarter sessions's number, the names ofwitne-sses and the jurors' 

decision - 'sworn a true bill' or 'no bill' or 'bill cut'.'0 The indictment was then sent 

forward to the clerk of the court to be presented to justices for trial. The grandjury 

was required to provide sufficient sworn bills to prevent delays. During the July 

1829 sessions they were particularly efficient. 

By 4 pm on Wednesday the grand jury came into court having got through 156 bills, 

136 for felony and 20 for misdemeanour, in a much shorter time than has been usual; 

and there is very little doubt that, if it had not been for the interruption which they 

experienced from the non-attendance of witnesses, they would have been able to finish 

last night. 51 

48 Radzinowicz, A History of English Criminal Law Volume I, pp. 97-98; and Shaw, Convicts and 
the Colonies, p. 159. 
49 Archives Office, Central Library Manchester, 'Notes on Cases at Epiphany Quarter Sessions 1834', 
in Magistrate's Note Book, Salford Hundred Epiphany Sessions, 1834, MS 347-96 S6, hereafter 
called Central Library Manchester, magistrates notes, epiphany quarter sessions 1834; and LRO 
Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 6 January 1834. See also O'Brien 
and Quinault, The Industrial Revolution and British Society, pp. 163-165; and Shaw, Convicts and 
the Colonies, p. 159. 
50 LRO Preston, indictment rolls, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 1828-1837. 
51 Wheelers Manchester Chronicle, Saturday 25 July 1829. 
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While the grand jury was assessing the first indictments, justices adjourned to 

'transact the private business of the quarter sessions'. 52 On completion they 

returned to the bench, conducted the swearing ofpetitjurymen53 and 'as soon as the 

bills were returned by the Grand Jury' got down to the judicial business of the 

court. 54 

The first group of prisoners for trial were brought up from the cells below the 

New Bailey courtroom and placed in the lower dock, wearing their own clothes 'so 

they may be more easily identified'. 55 When called, the accused stepped up to the 

prisoners' dock where the indictments were read to the court. This was the first time 

they heard the formal charges against them. They were then asked to plead and if 

they pleaded guilty the justices sentenced them immediately; if they pleaded not 

guilty the petit jury was summoned to sit in the open court to hear the prosecutors 

and their witnesses give evidence. The accused were not permitted to speak but were 

allowed to call witnesses in rebuttal and could have defence counsel represent them 

on points of law and cross-examine witnesses, though counsel were not pennitted to 

address the petit jury. 56 

In 1836 the Prisoners' Counsel Act came into effect permitting speeches by 

defendants' counsel to courts and juries. At the 26 October 1836 Salford Hundred 

quarter sessions Magistrate Norris told the court that this 'recently passed act 

authorises the additional defence of the accused parfy' and that the first speech for 

the defence ever permitted in his court had been delivered. 51 

The second instance of this new practice occurred on Thursday in the Principal Court, 

before Mr Norris (when Elizabeth Crawford was found not guilty of stealing money 

from her mistress after an address by her counsel to the jury); and as it may possibly be 

considered one of these cases in which the privilege extended to prisoners is of real 

advantage, not merely to them but to the ends of justice. 

When the process of giving evidence and questioning witnesses was finished, 

52 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 29 October 1831. 
53 Justices fined those petit jurymen who failed to appear the sum of £5; for an example see The 
Manchester Guardian, Saturday 15 January 1831. 
54 Wheelers Manchester Chronicle, Saturday 25 July 1829. 
55 Prisoners in the New Bailey wore uniforms but when attending court were required to wear their 
own clothing; Archives Office, Central Library Manchester, 'Rules and Orders for the Government of 
the New Bayley Prison, Manchester, 22 January 1834, and 27 February 1834: Rules, Orders and Bye
Laws for the House of Correction and Penitentiary House, commonly called the New Bayley Prison', 
MS P-3399, pp. 14-15, hereafter called Central Library Manchester, rules and orders for the New 
Bailey. 
56 Radzinowicz, A History of Englrsh Crrmmal Law Volume 1, pp. 10, 98 and 717; and Hammond, 
The VillaKe Labourer, Volume I, pp. 198-199. 
57 The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 29 October 1836 



for dqing wl1icl1 this sltall be tlw said J(eepe1•'s Warrnnt. 

Warrants issued by the sessions' clerks of the Salford Hundred 
quarter sessions for the imprisonment, solitary confinement and 
whipping of convicted offenders. These warrants were the legal 
authority for the Governor of the New Bailey House of Correction in 
Salford to execute these sentences. 

Adapted from the Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions' Order Book of July 
1829, Public Records Office, Lancashire, QSO 2/198. 
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the petitjury retired and decided guilt or innocence. If the verdict was not guilty, the 

accused were released; if guilty they stayed in the prisoners' dock. At this stage 

before sentencing the now-convicted felons could plead mitigation, that is ask for a 

mild sentence because of past good conduct, insanity or pregnancy. 58 The final 

process was sentencing, swiftly announced from the bench to the prisoners in the 

dock who were then taken to the waiting cells below the court where the sessions' 

clerk issued warrants. These were the legal authority for superintendents of gaols, 

hulks and transport ships and governors of penal colonies to execute sentences. 

If the sentences were imprisonment the accused were taken to the New 

Bailey or Lancaster Castle; if transportation the male 'transports' 59 were sent to 

hulks and the females to the transports' cells in the New Bailey to await space on 

female transport ships. 

These legal, judicial and administrative circumstances shaped the context in 

which Salford Hundred offenders were tried and sentenced. There were four 

influential elements: first, justices of the peace had extraordinary political, executive, 

administrative and judicial power though they represented only a small and powerful 

group of England's s_oyiety; second, justices had the legal authority to use a wide 

variety of punishments with strictness or restraint as they pleased; third, their range 

of authority to judge offences was extended by reforms of criminal statutes in 1827 

and 1828; and lastly, their powers of punishment were often out of proportion to the 

criminal seriousness of the offences they were required to judge. 

58 J Cockburn, Crime in England, Princetown, Princetown University Press, 1977, pp. 18, 34 and 
40-41, hereafter called Cockburn, Crime in Enf(land. 
59 'Transport' is a contemporary term used to describe a convicted felon sentenced to transportation. 
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Transportation warrants issued by the sessions' clerks of the 
Salford Hundred quarter sessions after sentencing. These 
warrants were the legal authority for superintendents in 
gaols, on hulks and in transport ships to execute sentences. 

Adapted from the Salford Hundred Quarter Session's Order Book of 
1829, Public Records Office, Lancashire, QSO 21198. 



71 

Part Two 

An Examination of Offences Tried by 

the Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 
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Chapter Eight 

The Six Basic Tables 

On Monday 20 July 1829 at the Salford Hundred midsummer quarter 

sessions in the New Bailey court house the chairman, Magistrate James Norris, 

addressed the assembled grand jury expressing his pleasure that an apparent 

reduction in the number of offenders appearing that day 'would lead us to hope that 

the punishments which have been awarded by this court have had the effect of 

deterring from the commission of offences; and we may congratulate ourselves that 

crime is not at present on the increase'. 1 This was not an accurate account of the 

condition of crime in the Salford Hundred. Norris had failed to point out that there 

had been a dramatic increase in prosecutions since 1812, that the Salford Hundred 

was on the way to convicting the highest number of offenders in the history of the 

sessions, and that the volume and rate of committals would increase considerably 

every year. 2 Neither he nor his contemporaries identified the reasons why this great 

mass of offenders had come to trial at quarter sessions. 

In the early nineteenth century there were attempts to characterise 

Lancastrian criminals. The Reverend John Clay described them as 'idle profligates 

and practised villains' who used urban Manchester as 'a likely field for the 

indulgence of sensuality or the prosecution of schemes of plunder' ;3 William 

Hepworth Dixon said they were habitual offenders imprisoned on an average three to 

four times every six years;4 William Beaver Neale said there was only a small number 

of recurrent offenders from 'the most abject, ignorant, improvident, and poverty 

stricken of the population' who committed most crimes; 5 and Oswald Milne, clerk to 

the Salford Hundred bench of magistrates, said they came from the working classes as 

a whole not just 'factory operatives'. 6 Angus Reach of Wheeler's Manchester 

Chronicle accompanied by a policeman entered a 'low lodging house' and gave a 

description of what he thought was the archetypal Mancunian criminal. 

1 Wheelers Manchester Chronicle, Saturday 25 July 1829 
2 For example between 1830 and 1837 the rate of prosecutions at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions 
rose from 1.37 per 1,000 of population in 1830 to 1.79 in 1837; see Figure 6-1, p. 60 and 6-2, p 61. 
3 Clay, The Prison Chaplain, pp. 517-519. 
4 W Dixon, The London Prisons, with an account of the more distinguished persons who have been 
confined in them; to which is added, a description of the chief provincial prisons, London, Jackson 
and Walford, 1850, p. 23, hereafter called Dixon, The London Prisons. 
5 Neale, Juvenile Delinquency in Manchester, pp. 8 and 23. 
6 Central Library Manchester, Minutes of the Statistical Society, March 1834, p. 24. 
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Most of the women had shawls about their heads They were coarse looking and 

repulsive - more than one with contused discoloured faces The men were of that class 

you often remark in low localities - squalid hulking fellows, with no particular mark of 

any trade or calling on them. The women were of the worst class of prostitutes, and the 

men their bullies and partners in robberies. 7 

Later commentators were generally less concerned with physical descriptions 

and overstated moral judgements. For example Robson used different indicators to 

categorise crime and characterise offenders - gender, types of offences, ages, criminal 

histories, geographic locations of offenders and offences, and sentencing, all of which 

involved quantitative assessments. It was 'difficult to know', wrote Robson, 'what 

method other than statistical analysis can be used to answer sensibly the question, 

who were the convicts?'8 

A similar methodology is used in this examination of the outcomes of Salford 

Hundred quarter sessions. The resulting calculations are displayed in six basic tables 

which are fundamental to subsequent comparative assessments made during the 

course of this thesis.9 

Basic Table One - committals by gender 

The first basic table shows the numbers of committals of male and female 

offenders at Salford Hundred quarter sessions between 1828 and 1837. 

Figure 8-1: Basic Table One - Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Committals by Gender 1828-1837 

Committals Males Females Total 

committed to tnal 6.197 1 566 7.763 

percentage 79.8 20.2 100.0 

One fifth of those brought to trial were female and four-fifths male. This 

gender ratio is used in subsequent examinations in this thesis to determine patterns of 

gender imbalance. 

The percentage rates of male and female offenders shown in Basic Table One 

are calculated from committals between 1828 and 1837. However historically there 

had been fluctuations in these rates. Every year between 1794 and 1816 committals 

of women to trial at quarter sessions had been considerably higher. In 1784 females 

7 Quoted in Emsley, Crime and Society in EnKland, p 60. 
8 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 161 
9 This methodology follows Robson's effective use of basic tables as a means of explaining the 
characteristics ofoffenders; Robson, The Convict Settlers qf Australia, pp. 8 and 176-213. 



74 

were involved in 30.8 percent of committals, in 1795 a higher rate of 43 percent and 

in 1805 the exceptionally high rate of 44.1 percent. A significant feature was that 

committals of women dropped sharply after 1816 (and male committals rose) 

probably as a result of the return of discharged soldiers from the war in l'rance to a 

failing economy and widespread unemployment. 

From 1798 to 1827 there was a steady but significant reduction in female 

committals and an equivalent increase in male rates. This consistent change is shown 

in the table in Figure 8-2 and illustrated by the chart in Figure 8-3. 

Year 

1784 

1795 

1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 

1800 

1801 

1802 

1803 

1804 

1805 

1806 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1812 

1813 

1814 

1815 

Figure 8-2: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Rate of Female Committals 1784-1837 

Percentage Rate of Year Percentage Rate of 
Female Committals Female Committals 

30.8 1816 22.5 

43.0 1817 20.4 

34.2 1818 21.3 

40 5 1819 23.5 

31.9 1820 18.8 

36.2 1821 15.4 

36.2 1822 18.2 

27.5 1823 19.5 

34 7 1824 21.4 

33.5 1825 24.8 

36.2 1826 17.3 

44.1 1827 19.9 

31.6 1828 20.6 

42.9 1829 18.5 

39.7 1830 20 1 

36.3 1831 19.7 

35.9 1832 17.3 

31.6 1833 20.9 

37.7 1834 20.5 

35 3 1835 22.8 

35 0 1836 25.6 

30 2 1837 22.3 
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Figure 8-3: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Changes in Gender Committal Rates 1784-1837 
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The continuing reduction of female committals occurred during a period of 

persistent growth in crime in the Salford Hundred - an increase greater than that 

which had occurred nationally. Between 1811and1827 the number of prosecutions 

at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions grew from 276 to 983, a rise of 356 percent. 

In the same period the increase in England and Wales was 335 percent. 10 

Basic Table Two - general offences 

The second basic table specifies the types of offences which were committed 

in the Salford Hundred. These offences have been selected as a result of their 

frequent inclusion in indictments. They differ from those noted by Emsley11 and to a 

degree those chosen by Robson who categorised his offences into groups in the 

context of crime throughout the whole of Britain. His selection of general offences 

had a wide-ranging national application whereas those committed in the Salford 

'
0 Gaskell, Artisans and Machinery, p. 397; and LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford 

Hundred quarter sessions 1798-1827. 
" Emsley, Crime and Society, p. 19. Emsley made use of Samuel Redgrave ' s historical 
classification of offences into six main types: offences against the person, offences against property 
involving violence, offences against property not involving violence, malicious offences against 
property, offences against currency and miscellaneous offences. However this system of generalised 
classification did not suit an examination of offences in the Salford Hundred between 1828 and 1837. 
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Hundred were outcomes of a specialised manufacturing and urbanised area. 12 For 

example Robson listed the offences of poaching, 'Ribbonism', 'Whiteboyism',13 

treason, smuggling and military discipline, crimes of no significance in the Salford 

Hundred or offences tried ut assizes and courts martial which were not considered in 

this examination. 

Robson examined male and female offences separately, probably in the belief 

that there were substantial gender variations in his categories of crime. 14 In this 

examination of offences in the Salford Hundred there were no significant differences 

in types of crime committed by males and females (though there were substantial 

differences in participation) and therefore there was no gender separation as used by 

Robson. 

Offences listed in indictments at Salford Hundred quarter sessions have been 

divided into fifteen categories. These are shown in Basic Table Two (Figure 8-4) in 

order of frequency. 

Figure 8-4: Basic Table Two - Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

General Offences 1828-1837 

General Offences Male Female Total Percent of All 
I 

Offenders Offenders Offenders Offenders 
(7,763) 

stealin!!: wearin!!: annarel 1490 484 1 974 25.4 

stealin!!: orooertv I 676 242 1 918 24.7 

stealing monev 648 237 885 11.4 

stealin!!: cloth 523 170 693 8.9 

stealin!!: from the oerson 431 202 633 8.2 

stealing food 327 46 373 4.8 

receiving knowing stolen 143 119 262 3.4 

assault 241 3 244 3.1 

false oretences. embezzling 222 17 239 3.1 

stealing livestock 236 2 238 3.1 

breakin!!: enterin!!: a warehouse 93 0 93 1.2 

breaking entering a dwelling house 42 0 42 0.5 

breakin!!: enterin!!: a shoo 30 2 32 0.4 

bastardv 29 0 29 0.4 

other 66 42 108 1.4 

total 6.197 1.566 7 763 100.0 

12 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, pp. 176-188; and Kidd, Manchester, p. 60. Robson's 
basic table for male offences is Table 4 (e) and for female offences Table 4 (o) in Robson, The 
Convict Settlers of Australia, pp. 179 and 187. 
13 'Ribbonism' and 'Whiteboyism' referred to Irish groups opposed to land evictions. 
14 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, pp. 179 and 187. 
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The table in Figure 8-5 is an extension of Basic Table Two and shows the 

percentages of gender involvement in each general offence. 

Figure 8-5: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Rates uf CumaniUal fut' Genea·al Offences by Gendea• l828~18J7 

General Offence Percent of Male Pe1·cent of Female 
Committals (compared Committals (compared 
with 79.8 percent of all with 20.2 percent of all 

committals) committals) 
~----~--.. -- -
stealinp; wearing annarel 75.5 24.5 

stealing nronertv 87.4 12.6 

stealmg monev 73.2 26.8 

stealing cloth 75.5 24.5 

stealing from the nerson 68.1 31.9 

stealing food 87.7 12.3 

receiving knowing stolen 54.6 45.4 

assault 98.8 1.2 

false nretences embezzling 92.9 7.1 

stealing livestock 99.2 0.8 

breakinl!: enterin!! a warehouse 100.0 0.0 

breakmg entering a dwelling house 100.0 0.0 

breaking entering a shoo 93.8 6.2 

bastardv 100 0 0.0 

other 61.l 38.9 

Larceny was the most frequently committed offence nationally. 15 In order to 

determine its extent in the Salford Hundred, it was necessary to combine the ten 

general offences related to stealing.16 Added together they totalled 88.6 percent of all 

committals, making larceny by far the most committed felony in the Salford 

Hundred. In addition this calculation demonstrated the comparative participation of 

men and women in larceny - men committed 79.9 percent oflarceny offences and 

women 20.1 percent, rates consistent with the ratio of total committals: males 79.8 

percent and females 20.2 percent. 

However there were some general offences in which women were represented 

to greater and lesser degrees. Females were involved in only one percent of assaults 

though their overall participation in all offences was 20.2 percent; they had a larger 

involvement in stealing money, wearing apparel, cloth and stealing from the person; 

they were significantly over represented in offences for receiving stolen goods and 

15 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, pp. 29, 179-180, 187 and 192-195; and Shaw, 
Convicts and the Colonies, pp. 153-154. 
16 The ten larceny offences were: stealing wearing apparel, property, money, cloth, food, livestock, 
stealing from the person, and breaking, entering and stealing from warehouses, dwelling houses and 
shops 
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strikingly so for 'other offences', a situation brought about by the large number of 

indictments for keeping and maintaining a common bawdy house. They did not 

participate in breaking and entering, and could not legally be charged with bastardy. 

Indictments for larceny included amounts and descriptions of stolen property 

but did not always show aggravating circumstances which compounded offences -

breaking and entering, highway robbery, street robbery, burglary and assault with 

intent to rob. 11 At the 21January1828 sessions Thomas Taylor a twice-convicted 

factory labourer was charged with stealing six pairs of shoes but his indictment did 

not mention the aggravating circumstance of breaking and entering John Salmon's 

dwelling house when stealing them;18 nor was there an entry for breaking and entering 

in the indictment against James Shannon a fifteen-year-old errand boy from 

Manchester who was charged with stealing six pounds weight of pork from a public 

house. 19 In some other cases aggravating circumstances were included in indictments. 

Benjamin Stevens a house painter and bricklayer's labourer who had been convicted 

before on four occasions was charged at the 21January1828 sessions with 

feloniously breaking and entering Henry Dunstan's shop in Manchester and stealing 

17 In this thesis 'robbery' is larceny using force or threat of force. See also Robson, The Convict 
Settlers Qf Australia, pp. 51-53. 
18 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 21 January 1828, and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 26 January 1828 For 'forcing 
open the door of a house in Manchester with a crow bar, and stealing six pairs of shoes', Thomas 
Taylor was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, York, from 20 
February 1828 to 22 April 1828, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Woodford (2) in April 
1828. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 
and Con 31/42, 415 Thomas Taylor, Woodford (2), 25 August 1828. Taylor was a factory labourer 
from Manchester. He had been convicted before twice: housebreaking and imprisoned for six months; 
and stealing a shirt and imprisoned for one month. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good 
and in the ship unknown In Van Diemen's Land he committed 58 offences against colonial 
regulations including 14 for absconding, 8 for neglect of work and 6 for insolence. He was sentenced 
to 12 months' hard labour in chains for 'breaking into T Anstey's hut' and again for stealing a pair of 
stockings; and six months' hard labour for 'boarding an American ship intending to abscond from the 
colony'. During servitude he was punished with 2 admonishments, 7 additional years, 195 months' 
hard labour, 7 days on the treadwheel, 5 days in solitary confinement and 435 lashes. He was granted 
a free certificate in 1845. 
19 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 18 January 1830. For 
stealing pork (bacon) from a public house, James Shannon was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Euryalus, from 26 February 1830 to 16 June 1830, and 
sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Southworth (2) in June 1830. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 
11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/39, 1213 James Shannon, 
Southworth (2), 19 October 1830. Shannon was a fifteen-year-old errand boy from Manchester. He 
had been convicted before twice· for an attempted felony; and stealing shirts and imprisoned for two 
months and twice flogged. His conduct in gaol was bad and in the hulk and ship orderly. On arrival 
in Hobart he said 'I was never in prison more than what I have stated. My brother has been in for 
vagrancy two or three times'. In Van Diemen' s Land he committed 8 offences against colonial 
regulations including 7 for routine discipline; and 1 felony - when in a road party 'feloniously killing 
a ewe sheep' for which he was sentenced to transportation for life and sent to Port Arthur During 
servitude he was punished with life imprisonment, 2 reprimands, 8 months' hard labour and 16 days' 
solitary confinement. 
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100 knives;20 and at the 21 April 1828 sessions Edward Foster a trader in hats who 

had been imprisoned previously for stealing eighteen yards oflinen cloth was charged 

with 'feloniously breaking and entering' Thomas Johnson's counting house in 

Manchester and stealing bank bills for £100.21 Both these indictments contained the 

compounding offence of breaking and entering. These were unusual inclusions in 

charges at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions - only 2 percent of committals to 

Salford Hundred quarter sessions identified breaking and entering in indictments 

compared with 16 percent calculated by Robson. 22 

There were similar problems in identifying street and highway robberies, 

offences often described at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions as stealing from the 

person. Elizabeth White23 a nursemaid and laundress who said her father was a 

private in the 2nd Horse Guards and that she had been employed as a nursemaid for 

20 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 21 January 1828 For 
feloniously breaking, entering and stealing 100 knives from a shop in Manchester, Benjamin Stevens 
was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, York, from 20 February 
1828 to 22 April 1828, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Woodford (2) in April 1828. PRO 
London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 
31/38, 941 Benjamin Stevens, Woodford (2), 25 August 1828. Stevens was a bricklayer's labourer 
from Manchester. He had been convicted before four times: stealing trousers and imprisoned for 
fourteen days, stealing two silk handkerchiefs and imprisoned for three months; stealing a box and 
imprisoned for three months, and imprisoned for one month for vagrancy. He was flogged with 
eighteen lashes on board Woodford (2). His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the 
ship bad In Van Diemen's Land he committed 35 offences against colonial regulations including 8 
for absconding, 8 for routine discipline and 8 for misconduct; and 2 felonies - assaulting a constable 
and sentenced to 2 years' hard labour; and manslaughter and sentenced to four years' transportation. 
During servitude he was punished with 1 reprimand, 6 additional years, 41 days' solitary 
confinement, 95 months' hard labour and 487 lashes. 
21 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 21 April 1828. For breaking 
into a counting house and stealing a bank bill for £100, Edward Foster was sentenced to 
transportation for life, was imprisoned in the hulk, Dolphin, from 17 May 1828 to 7 August 1828, 
and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Ros/in Castle (1) in August 1828. PRO London, HO 8, HO 
9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/13, 353 Edward 
Foster, Roslm Castle (1), 16 December 1828. Foster was a 'hatter trader' from Manchester He had 
been convicted before three times: for stealing cloth and imprisoned for twelve months, and 
imprisoned twice for vagrancy. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship 
unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 15 offences against colonial regulations including 4 
for neglect of work, and 1 felony- 'stealing a coral bracelet the property ofW Archer' for which he 
was sentenced to 3 years' hard labour. During servitude he was punished with 3 reprimands, 5 days' 
solitary confinement, 42 months' hard labour and 100 lashes. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 
1837 and a conditional pardon on 12 April 1841. 
22 Robson, The Convict Settlers qf Australia, p. 43 
23 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 21January1828 For 
stealing money from the person during a street robbery, Elizabeth White was sentenced to seven 
years' transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Borneo in May 1828. PRO London, 
HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/9, 117 Elizabeth White, Borneo, 
8 October 1828. White said she had been employed as a nursemaid 'with three children under my 
charge'. She had been indicted twice before for stealing money and a watch from the person and 
acquitted. Her conduct in gaol was indifferent and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land she 
committed 3 offences against colonial regulations - drunkenness, abusive language and indecent 
conduct - and 1 felony - 'stealing from the person 9 promissory notes of 20/- each'. During servitude 
she was punished with 1 reprimand and 4 days' solitary confinement She was granted a ticket of 
leave in 1832 and was free in January 1835. 
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the Marquis de Chatterley's three children and William Butler an unemployed carter 

who had been convicted and imprisoned before for highway robbery24 were charged at 

the 21 January 1828 sessions with stealing a purse and £1.16.6 from the person of 

James Hibbert, though no mention was made in the indictments that the offences 

occurred during a street robbery. 

In general there was no indication in the wording of indictments of the 

aggravating circumstances of threats, violence, burglary, highway robbery or breaking 

and entering, and no pattern to their inclusion or exclusion. These omissions explain 

the seeming infrequent occurrence of these compounding offences in the Salford 

Hundred. 

Basic Table Three - ages of offenders 

The third basic table shows the ages of those offenders who were committed 

to trial at Salford Hundred quarter sessions between January 1835 and December 

1837 only.25 The range of ages extended from nine to seventy-one. Jane Doyle a 

small girl may have been the youngest though her age was not recorded in her 

indictment. She was arrested with her sister Frances when stealing ribbon from 

William Dorrington's shop in Exchange Street, Manchester. She was so young that 

Wheeler's Manchester Chronicle described her as 'quite a child' so frightened by her 

circumstances that she appeared 'agitated'. Nevertheless Magistrate Norris found 

her guilty of larceny and sent her to the New Bailey to hard labour for fourteen 

days. 26 

The youngest recorded male was James MacQuinn a nine-year-old boy who 

24 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 21 January 1828. For 
stealing £1.16.6 from the person during a street robbery, William Butler was sentenced to 
transportation for life, was imprisoned in the hulk, York, from 20 February 1828 to 22 April 1828, 
and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Woodford (2) in April 1828. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, 
HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/1, 1085 William Butler, 
Woodford (2), 25 August 1828. Butler was a carter from Liverpool. He had been convicted before 
twice: for a street robbery and imprisoned for twelve months, and for shoplifting and imprisoned for 
three months. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In Van 
Diemen' s Land he committed 20 offences against colonial regulations including 6 for drunkenness, 3 
for misconduct and 3 for neglect of work; and 1 felony - 'stealing 4 £1 notes and I sovereign' for 
which he was imprisoned in Port Arthur for 4 years. During servitude he was punished with 2 
reprimands, 3 admonishments, 4 additional years, 4 months' hard labour, 3 hours in the stocks, 21 
days on the tread wheel, 7 days' solitary confinement and 110 lashes 
25 Ages were not provided in post-trial indictments for the period 1828 to 1834 - see Chapter Three. 
26 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829, and Wheeler's 
Manchester Chronicle, Saturday 25 July 1829 Frances Doyle was sentenced to six months' 
imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
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stole four silk handkerchiefs from Sally Mills at Wardleworth and was sentenced to 

one month's imprisonment in the New Bailey with two periods of solitary 

confinement - the first and last four days. 27 The youngest recorded female was ten

year-old Mary Mackay who was coerced by her mother into stealing two pairs of ear 

rings and three sovereigns from Joel Cohen in Manchester for which she was 

imprisoned in the New Bailey for three months.28 The eldest male was seventy-one

year-old William Garner arrested for keeping and maintaining a common bawdy 

house in Manchester;29 and the eldest female was sixty-nine-year-old Catherine Smith 

who was charged with uttering one base shilling. 30 

The ages of offenders who appeared at quarter sessions during the three-year 

period from January 1835 to December 1837 are given in Annex B. There were 

sixty-two different ages involved, a number which makes assessment difficult. In 

order to simplify the process ages have been grouped into twelve five-year 

categories. These are listed in Basic Table Three in Figure 8-6 and are illustrated by 

the charts in Figures 8-7 and 8-8. 

Figure 8-6: Basic Table Three - Salford Hundred Committals Age Groupings 1835-1837 

Age Grouping Males Male Females Female Total Total 
Percent Percent Percent 

9to14 vears 119 6.0 9 1.6 128 5.0 

15 to 19 vears 581 29.2 126 22 5 707 27.7 

20 to 24 vears 527 26.5 147 26.3 674 26.4 

25 to 29 vears 232 11.6 91 16.3 323 12.7 

30 to 34 years 144 7.2 54 9.7 198 7.8 

35 to 39 years 142 7.1 39 7.0 181 7.1 

40 to 44 vears 79 3.9 36 6.4 115 4.5 

45 to 49 vears 69 3.4 25 4.5 94 3.7 

50 to 54 vears 39 2.0 16 2.9 55 2.2 

55 to 59 years 32 1.6 10 1.8 42 1 6 

60 to 64 vears 21 1.1 3 0.5 24 0.9 

65 to 71 vears 8 0.4 3 0.5 11 04 

total 1993 100.0 559 100.0 2,552 100.0 

27 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 26 October 1835, James 
MacQuinn. 
28 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 22 May 1837, Mary Mackay 
29 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 3 July 183 7. William 
Garner was found not guilty and discharged. 
30 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 March 183 5. Catherine 
Smith was sentenced to two years' imprisonment in Lancaster Castle. 
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Figure 8-7: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 
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These tables demonstrate two important features. First, in the Salford 

Hundred most offenders committed to trial at quarter sessions were young - more 

than 61 percent of males and 50 percent of females were under twenty-five, a figure 

consistent with Shaw's calculation that over 60 percent of offenders who were 

convicted throughout Britain were under twenty-five. 31 This also conforms to the age 

structure in the Salford Hundred- in 1839 for example 53 percent of Manchester's 

population was under twenty-three. 32 Second, the median age of males was twenty

two and the mean age nearly twenty-six, the latter consistent with Robson's 

calculation of an mean age of nearly twenty-six for transported male convicts. 33 The 

median age of women committed for trial was twenty-five and their mean age nearly 

twenty-eight, calculations which broadly conform with Shaw's observation that 

transported women were 'on the average three years older than men'. 34 

Basic Table Four - convicted before of a felony 

There were two types of previous convictions. The first was the inclusion in 

indictments of the additional charge that the offender was also accused of 'having 

been before that time convicted of a felony', a signal to both justices and juries that 

because of a previous offence and in accordance with Peel' s criminal law act of 1827 

the offender was to be punished severely.35 The second type of previous conviction 

related to misdemeanours. These lesser offences were dealt with summarily at petty 

sessions and because they were not felonies they were not included in indictments as 

previous convictions. Nevertheless most prisoners who eventually ended up at 

quarter sessions had been convicted summarily before, usually more than once. 

Neale calculated that they 'have generally been twice before summarily convicted'36 

and William Hepworth Dixon wrote that the average period for a career in crime in 

Britain before sentencing to transportation was about six years, during which time 

the offender was gaoled three to four times. 37 

31 Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, p. 160. 
32 Neale, Juvenile Delinquency in Manchester, pp. 7-8. 
33 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australza, pp. 9 and 182. Robson calculated the mean age at 
25 9. 
34 Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, p 164 
35 7 and 8 Geo 4, c 29, (1827), 'An Act for Consolidation and amending the Laws in England relative 
to Larceny and other Offences connected therewith', Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, pp. 227-
231; and Radzinowicz, A History of English Criminal Law, Volume I, p 574 note 22, 574-576 and 
580 note 42. This act made it mandatory for second offenders to be sentenced to transportation or 
long-term imprisonment. 
36 Neale, Juvenile Delinquency in Manchester, p. 23 
37 Dixon, The London Prisons, p. 23. 
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Basic Table Four in Figure 8-9 shows the numbers of offenders committed to 

trial at Salford Hundred quarter sessions between January 1828 and December 1834 

who had been convicted before of a felony. 38 

Figure 8-9: Basic Table Four - Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Convicted Before ofa Felony 1828-1834 

Year Total Males Females Total Percent of 
Committals Convicted Convicted Convicted Convicted 
1828-1834 Before Before Before Before 

(1,139) 

1828 684 147 24 171 25.0 

1829 817 151 25 176 21.5 

1830 677 136 26 162 23.9 

1831 789 136 33 169 21.4 

1832 960 181 40 221 23.0 

1833 770 119 30 149 19.4 

1834 512 75 16 91 17.8 

total 5.209 945 194 1139 21.9 

In the seven-year period from January 1828 to December 1834 about one

fifth of offenders brought to trial at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions had been 

convicted before of a felony. This differs considerably from other calculations. 

Shaw thought that probably 'about two thirds would have been previously convicted 

of some offence in England' ,39 Radzinowicz and Hood estimated 50 to 66 percent40 

and Robson concluded that 72 percent of all convicts had previously been in gaol or 

fined for offences.41 Magistrate James Norris told grand juries that in most instances 

between 25 and 30 percent of offenders had been convicted before of a felony. 42 In 

his address to grand jurymen at the 20 July 1829 sessions he said: 

I am happy to state that of the prisoners for trial only one-fourth part have been 

previously committed for felony, which is certainly a matter of very favourable nature. 

The number formerly averaged about one-third. Out of 162 prisoners, thirty-eight only 

have been here before, this change would lead us to hope that the punishments which 

have been awarded by this court have the effect of deterring from the commission of 

offences. 43 

38 'Having been convicted before of a felony' was shown only in post-trial indictments for the period 
1828 to 1834 - see Chapter Three. 
39 Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, p. 151. 
40 Radzinowicz and Hood, A History qf En!{lish Criminal Law Volume 5, p. 484. 
41 Robson qualified his calculation for men 'formerly punished by public justice' writing that the rate 
varied between 33 percent and 78 percent and the 'true figure was probably close to 60 percent', in 
Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 36 and 176-177 These estimates may have included 
convictions for misdemeanours as well as felonies. 
42 Reports of Salford Hundred quarter sessions in The Manchester Guardian, Wheelers Manchester 
Chronicle and The Manchester Couner and Lancashire General Advertiser between 1828 and 183 7. 
43 Wheeler's Manchester Chronicle, Saturday 25 July 1829. 
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Between January 1828 and December 1834 nearly 22 percent of Salford 

Hundred indictments recorded convictions at previous quarter sessions, a figure 

slightly less than Norris's estimate of 25 percent in July 1829 and notably less than 

his 33 percent in May 1829. The significance of the additional charge of having been 

convicted before of a felony was seen by Norris as an indication of criminality - 'the 

number ofrecommittals' he told quarter sessions, 'is always important as showing 

that there are very hardened offenders who are not prevented from committing crime 

by any punishment awarded them in this gaol' .44 

Basic Table Five - distribution of urban offences 

The names of townships and villages in the Salford Hundred where offences 

occurred and the number of offences committed in each are shown in Annex C. 

Crime in the Salford Hundred was mostly an urban business - more than 87 percent 

of offences for which indictments were issued were committed in the ten most 

populated townships: Ashton-under-Lyne, Bolton, Bury, Heaton, Manchester, 

Oldham, Rochdale, Salford, Spotland and Wardleworth. Figure 8-10 shows the 

distribution of offences to these townships. 

Figure 8-10: Basic Table Five - Distribution of Offences in Ten Salford Hundred Townships 

Town Male Female Total Percent of Percent of All 
Offenders Offenders Offenders 6,777 Offenders 

Offenders (7,763) 

Manchester 3 940 1.168 5.108 75.4 65.8 

Salford 153 31 184 27 2.4 

Burv 145 29 174 2.6 2.2 

Bolton 395 80 475 7.0 6.1 

Ashton 220 50 270 4.0 3.5 

Oldham 192 54 246 3.6 3.2 

Rochdale 61 10 71 1 0 0.9 

Sootland 52 8 60 09 0.8 

W ardleworth 86 22 108 1.6 1.4 

Heaton 70 11 81 1 2 1 0 

total 5 314 1.463 6,777 100.0 87.3 

There was a significant relationship between Manchester and crime. Over 65 

percent of all committals to quarter sessions in the Salford Hundred were the result 

of offences committed within Manchester, and over 75 percent of all offences 

44 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 January 1832, and The 
Manchester Guardian, Saturday 14 January 1832. 
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committed in the ten major townships occurred in Manchester. 45 The locations of 

these offences are shown in Figure 8-11. 

Figure 8-11: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Distribution of Offences in Manchester and Suburbs 

Town Male Female Total 
Offenders Offenders Offenders 

Manchester central 

Manchester Town 3.940 1.168 5 108 

total Manchester town 3,940 1,168 5,108 

Inner suburbs 

Cheetham 29 6 35 

Ard wick 17 1 18 

Chorlton 40 11 51 

Hulme 52 4 56 

total inner suburbs 138 22 160 

Outer suburbs 

Broughton 15 3 18 

Crumosall 3 0 3 

Harourhev 8 1 9 

Newton 18 0 18 

Bradford 1 0 1 

Onenshaw 11 0 11 

Gorton 3 0 3 

Rushulme 4 0 4 

Moss Side 1 0 1 

Stretford 5 0 5 

total outer suburbs 69 4 73 
total Manchester and 
suburbs 4.147 1194 5,341 

Salford 

Salford 153 31 184 

total Salford 153 31 184 
total Manchester, suburbs 
and Salford 4,300 1,225 5,525 

Percent of All 
Offenders 

(7,763) 

65.8 

65.8 

2.1 

0.9 

68.8 

2.4 

2.4 

71.2 

Central Manchester was the place where most offences occurred. Of the 

5,525 offenders identified in Manchester and its suburbs, 5,108 (92.5 percent) 

committed their offences in the 'old environment' of central Manchester, a degraded 

area of overcrowded slums occupied by urban communities of neglected working 

class poor, and containing the notorious criminal precincts ofDeansgate, New Town, 

45 All these urban rates were significantly greater than Shaw's estimation that more than half of all 
convicted felons in England came from urban areas; Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, pp. 151-152. 
Much of the difference between Shaw's figures and those of the Salford Hundred could have been 
caused by the inclusion of more rural areas in Shaw's study. 
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Old Town, Angel Meadow, Irish Town and Irk Town.46 

Not only was there a clear association between Manchester and offenders 

tried at quarter sessions but also an identifiable relationship between crime and the 

lowest levels of the working-class poor who lived in the degraded slums of central 

Manchester. 

Basic Table Six - sentencing 

There were a number of different sentences that justices at quarter sessions 

could impose, the most severe being transportation for seven, ten and fourteen years, 

and life. They could send offenders to prison for up to four years though in the 

Salford Hundred between 1828 and 1837 the longest sentence was three years. 

Sentences of imprisonment for periods up to twelve months were served in the New 

Bailey House of Correction in Salford; those whose sentences were longer were 

usually sent to Lancaster Castle. 

There were three main categories of punishment - imprisonment, 

transportation and 'other findings' such as discharges, remands, respites, fines and 

recognizances. 47 The broad distribution of sentencing is shown in Figure 8-12. 
/ 

Figure 8-12: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Sentencing 1828-1837 

Sentence Male Female Total Percent of All 
Offenders Offenders Offenders Offenders 

(7,763) 

imprisonment 4.316 1.193 5.509 71.0 

transportation 1.479 249 1.728 22.3 

other findings 402 124 526 67 

total 6.197 1.566 7.763 100.0 

The specific sentences given to all 7,763 offenders are shown in Annex D. 

There were forty-two different types of sentences, a number which made assessment 

difficult. For the process to be manageable, sentencing was grouped into ten 

categories shown in Basic Table Six (Figure 8-13). 

46 See Chapter Five for descriptions of social conditions in central Manchester 
47 Other findings at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions were: not guilty, discharged admitted 
evidence, no bill, bill cut, no prosecution, before acquitted, remanded to assizes, remanded sick or 
insane, remanded witness sick or insane, remanded next sessions, remanded until sureties found, 
remanded until His Majesty's pleasure, indicted for felony, indicted for misdemeanour, respited, 
bailed, fined, traversed to next sessions, committed for want of sureties, and recognisance to appear 
when called; LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 1828-1837. 
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Figure 8-13: Basic Table Six - Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Grouping of Sentencing 1828-1837 

Sentence Male Female Total Percent of All 
Offenders Offenders Offenders Offenders (7,763) 

transoortation for 'l vears 944 155 1 099 14 2 

transportation for 14 vears 412 82 494 64 

transoortation for life 123 12 135 1.7 

impnsoned from 7 months to 3 vears 522 152 674 8.6 

imonsoned from 5 weeks to 6 months 2.851 868 3 719 48.0 

imprisoned from 1 dav to 1 month 943 173 1 116 14.3 

not guiltv 250 73 323 42 

discharged 71 45 116 1.5 

remanded 44 3 47 0.6 

other 37 3 40 0.5 

total 6.197 1566 7 763 100.0 

Of7,763 offenders who appeared at Salford Hundred quarter sessions 

between 1828 and 1837 most were punished by imprisonment, about one in five was 

sentenced to transportation and a small percentage was discharged or remanded by 

other findings. 

These six basic tables display fundamental calculations which are the basis for 

subsequent statistical analyses of the outcomes of Salford Hundred quarter sessions. 

They identify several distinctive features of the conduct of quarter sessions and give 

a broad understanding of some characteristics of offenders. These tables will be used 

in following chapters during examinations of the fifteen general offences listed in 

Basic Table Two. This process will involve a considerable amount of statistical 

evidence expressed mostly in tables. It will also involve the presentation of a great 

number of small facts which are of seeming insignificance, but are of importance to 

this thesis because they contribute to a broad picture of criminal activity in the 

Salford Hundred and assist in understanding the nature of crime and criminals tried at 

the Salford Hundred quarter sessions. 



89 

Chapter Nine 

Stealing Wearing Apparel 

According to Chadwick, Ellen Reece was a notorious Manchester prostitute 

who made a living mostly by shoplifting and prostitution. She began her criminal life 

stealing wearing apparel. At the age of thirteen she ran away from home taking some 

of her mother's clothes which she pledged for eleven shillings, telling the pawnbroker 

that her mother wanted money to 'make the rent up' so he would not be suspicious 

and call the constables. Later she broke into her mistress's public house and stole 

clothing which raised eighteen shillings. Reece kept a stolen gown for herself 

She was met in the street a month after by the Brewer who recognised her Gown and 

promised if she would go with him he would not tell. She refused and he kept hold of 

her. She was committed for Sessions and got 1 month. 1 

Reece's gown was one of a formidable amount of clothing stolen in the 

Salford Hundred between 1828 and 1837. There were 1,971 committals to quarter 

sessions - men were involved in 1,488, women in 483. Chesney observed that theft 

of clothing was the 'most frequently mentioned crime of the period', a situation 

brought about by the large number of distressed poor throughout Britain driven by 

need to use 'translated' or used clothing without enquiring too closely into its 

source.2 

Stealing in general in the Salford Hundred usually involved the indiscriminate 

taking of anything within sight and wearing apparel was often taken with other stolen 

property. Mary Mone for example was charged with stealing 'property' from Mary 

Grundy at Bury in June 1835 but two gloves, an apron and two lady's caps were 

included in the indictrnent.3 Lucy Campbell and Bridget Kelly stole 'property' from 

Charles Wroe which included some articles of wearing apparel;4 and Robert Kingsley 

a Manchester labourer was indicted for 'stealing cloth' though 168 pairs of stockings 

1 Chadwick Papers, statement ofE Reece, quoted in Tobias, Nineteenth-Century Crime, pp. 58-61; 
and LRO Preston, calendars of liberates Salford Hundred quarter sessions 4 July 1831. The 
indictment for this offence was: 'no 64: Ellen Reece age 17 stealing at Manchester one shift the 
property of James Johnson and one gown the property of Ellen Spievey. Remanded 1 month'. 
2 Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, pp. 218-226 
3 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 31 August 1835. Mary Mone 
was sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey for stealing a pair of 'bracelets', 
three pairs of scissors and wearing apparel. 
4 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 18 January 1830. Lucy 
Campbell and Bridget Kelly were sentenced to four months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
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and eight pocket handkerchiefs were also listed in his indictment. 5 Figure 9-1 shows 

the numbers of these other general offence indictments in which stealing wearing 

apparel appeared. 

Figure 9-1: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Other General Offence 

Indictments which Included Stealing Wearing Apparel 

General Offences Other Than Stealing Indictments which Male Female 
Wearing Apparel Included Wearing 

Apparel 

steahng property 130 94 36 

stealing monev 29 23 6 

stealing cloth 29 18 11 

stealing from the person 84 78 6 

stealing food 14 8 6 

receiving knowing stolen 86 26 60 

assault 1 1 0 

false nretences embezzling 10 5 5 

stealing livestock 1 1 0 

breaking. entering a warehouse 9 9 0 

breakimr. entering a dwelling house 8 8 0 

shop breakmg. shop lifting 7 5 2 

bastardv 0 0 0 

other 0 0 0 

total indictments 408 276 132 

Overall 2,379 indictments involved the theft of clothing - 1,971 for the general 

offence of stealing wearing apparel and 408 for thefts of wearing apparel included in 

other general offences. Men committed 1,764 offences and women 615, a female 

participation rate of25.9 percent. This was substantially higher than the female 

basic rate of20.2 percent for all indictments6 and was partly explained by women's 

widespread involvement in 'receiving' stolen wearing apparel. Figure 9-2 shows 

types and quantities of clothing listed in indictments. 

5 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates Salford Hundred quarter sessions 12 January 1835. For stealing 
three pieces (60 yards) of merino cloth, two umbrellas, eight pocket handkerchiefs and various articles 
of wearing apparel, Robert Kingsley was sentenced to transportation for life, was imprisoned in the 
hulk, Ganymede, from 11February1835 to 17 August 1835, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Layton II (2) in August 1835. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, 
Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/26, 496 Robert Kingsley, Layton II (2), 10 December 1835. 
Kingsley was a Manchester labourer who had lost his right arm. He had been convicted before for 
vagrancy and imprisoned for fourteen days. His conduct in gaol was indifferent and in the hulk and 
ship good. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 14 offences against colonial regulations including 4 
for neglect of work; and 4 felonies - 'stealing sugar and tea', 'stealing 7 dozen eggs and 1 razor', 
'making away with a suit of slops' and receiving stolen slop clothing. During servitude he was 
punished with 1 reprimand, 60 months' hard labour, 6 days on the treadwheel, 36 days in solitary 
confinement and 36 lashes He was granted a ticket ofleave on 10 December 1844 and a conditional 
pardon on 4 July 1848. 
6 Robson also concluded that the most frequent form of larceny by women throughout Britain was 
stealing clothing, in Robson, The Convict Settlers of Austraha, p. 81. 
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Figure 9-2: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Wearing Apparel Stolen 

in the Salford Hundred 1828-18377 

Wearing Apparel Number of Number of Males Females 
Articles Offences Involved Involved 

aoron 139 78 38 40 

bishoo (child's smock) 3 1 0 1 

bonnet 32 31 6 25 

boots nair 140 92 64 28 

braces pair 12 4 4 0 

can 116 54 29 25 

cane 1 1 1 0 

cloak 132 101 55 46 

clogs pair 9 9 9 0 

coat 496 354 298 56 

collar 8 6 1 5 

cravat 10 1 0 1 

drawers oair 5 3 3 0 

dress. frock. gown skirt. bodv 655 374 211 163 

stavs pair 39 25 6 19 

gloves Pair 28 16 8 8 

handkerchief l 750 503 389 114 

hat 303 164 153 11 

knee caP 2 l 1 0 

muff 2 2 2 0 

overall Pelisse 2 2 1 1 

pattens pair 5 2 0 2 

Pelisse 1 1 0 1 

petticoat. shift chemise 209 137 69 68 

pinafore 31 18 11 7 

nocket 11 9 6 3 

scarf 5 4 2 2 

shawl 769 151 71 80 

iacket 37 37 30 7 

shirt 678 329 260 69 

sloP. brat (rough garment) 5 5 4 1 

stockin11:s nair 914 146 109 37 

suit 20 16 9 7 

tippet boa 12 9 2 7 

trousers oair 244 164 130 34 

tllrban. veil 243 8 5 3 

waistcoat 278 166 140 26 

total 3 024 2127 897 

7 The reason why the number of offences (3,024) is greater than the number of indictments (2,379) is 
because in many cases a single indictment included more than one type of clothing such as 'hats and 
stockings' or 'tippets and handkerchiefs'. 
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Though women appeared to have been more inclined than men to steal 

clothing, their rate of involvement was not a true indication of the extent of theft by 

gender. When the seven most frequently stolen items of clothing were examined, 

females were more likely than males to steal single items or small amounts of 

clothing. For example women were involved in 53 percent of indictments for stealing 

shawls but took only 15 percent of stolen shawls, 44 percent of indictments for 

stealing dresses but stole only 25 percent, and 26 percent of indictments for stealing 

stockings but took only 11 percent. Because these three items were essential female 

clothing, thefts in small amounts indicates that women may have stolen for 

immediate use. Figure 9-3 shows the gender participation rates. 

Figure 9-3: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Participation Rates of Males and Females 

in the Seven Most Frequently Stolen Items of Wearing Apparel 

Item Stolen Male Percent Percent of Female Percent Percent of 
of Indictments Articles Stolen of Indictments Articles stolen 

by Males by Females 

coat 84.2 84.9 15.8 15.1 

dress frock gown skirt 56.4 73.9 43.6 24.9 

handkerchief 77.3 76.4 22.7 23 9 

hat 93.3 92.4 6.7 7.6 

shawl 47 0 84.7 53.0 15.3 

shirt 99.0 77 7 21.0 22.3 

stockings 74.7 88.9 25.3 11.1 

There was a great amount of theft of wearing apparel in the Salford Hundred 

because it was an instrument of survival for the poor. Despite a nineteenth-century 

middle-class belief that clothes had a connection with personal appearance, 

respectability and morality, 8 the poor of the Salford Hundred were more concerned 

with two of its practical functions - a means of warmth and income. 

The working classes wore as many clothes as possible to keep warm. Men 

wore flannel vests and put over them as many layers of clothing as they could, 

sometimes two shirts or three waistcoats, a jacket, a second pair of trousers and a 

greatcoat over all. Women wore flannel shifts, cotton spencers and as many thin 

petticoats as they could fit under their frocks and put skirts, pelisses and aprons on 

top. They often wore two pairs of stockings. When William Davenport, Thomas 

8 Statements in Chadwick's Report supported this association 'It is always an indication of looseness 
of character, and a low standard of moral conduct, to see a mechanic in dirt or in his working clothes 
on Sunday'; 'Better personal condition leads to better associates', 'if I see any workman in a dirty 
condition and in his working clothes in the streets on a Sunday'; 'I do not like to have any one about 
me who will not dress well on the Sunday'; Chadwick, Report, p. 323. 



93 

Eckersall9 and James Holland10 robbed Mr Carter's house at Pilkington in 1829, they 

gave a pair of stolen stockings to Davenport's mother who later told the constables 

that the stockings were 'what she put on her arms at night to keep out the cold' .11 

Handkerchiefs, shawls and stockings were the three most frequently stolen 

items of clothing. Gentlemen displayed handkerchiefs from their pockets because it 

was fashionable; working men wrapped them around their necks as cravats, 

neckbands or stocks, the large silk ones being known as • kingsmen'. 12 Embroidered 

and silk handkerchiefs were expensive, some worth three or four shillings13 which was 

as much money as a labouring boy could earn in a seventy-hour working week as a 

piecer or scavenger in a spinning mill. A woman almost always carried a shawl even 

for a short distance outside her home. Shawls gave women protection from cold 

winds in the winter but were worn in all seasons because there was a belief that it 

was immodest to be in public without one. 14 Shawls were frequently stolen because 

they were useful, plentiful and there was a ready market for them - a shawl was 

worth at least ten shillings. 15 

Stockings were attractive to thieves because they were easy to conceal and 

carry and could provide warmth. In July 1829 John Hill broke into John Robinson's 

9 LRO Preston, calendar ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; Wheelers 
Manchester Chronicle, The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser and The 
Manchester Guardian, Saturday 25 July 1829. Thomas Eckersall and William Davenport were 
sentenced to seven years' transportation and sent to the General Penitentiary, Millbank; J Chambers, 
Criminal Petitions Index, 1819-1839, Part 1: HO 17140-49, Letchworth, Jill Chambers, undated, 
hereafter called Chambers, Criminal Petitions Index, Part 1. 
10 LRO Preston, calendar ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; Wheelers 
Manchester Chronicle, The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, and The 
Manchester Guardian, Saturday 25 July 1829. For breaking, entering and stealing two pairs of 
stockings, cheese and other articles, James Holland was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulks, Dolphin and Cumberland from 20 August 1829 to 23 April 1830, and 
sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the David Lyon in April 1830 PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 
and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/20, 1080 James Holland, David 
Lyon, 18 August 1830. Holland was a farm labourer from Pilkington. He had been convicted before 
for poaching and imprisoned for three months. The constables at Pilkington described him as 'a very 
bad character belonging to a desperate gang of burglars'. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk 
orderly and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed no offences. 
11 LRO Preston, calendar ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; Wheelers 
Manchester Chronicle; The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser; and The 
Manchester Guardian, Saturday 25 July 1829. For the offence of receiving two pairs of stockings, 
Ann Davenport was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
12 D Pool, What Jane Austen Ate and Charles D1ckens Knew: From Fox Hunting to Whist - the Facts 
of Daily Life in 19th-Century England, New York, Touchstone, 1993, p. 216, hereafter called Pool, 
the Facts of Daily Life m 19th-Century England; and Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, pp. 50-
51. Chesney wrote that for a coster to be without a kingsman 'was an almost infallible sign of being 
in desperate straights' 
13 Robson, Convict Settlers, p. 32. 
14 R Roberts, The Classic Slum, Salford Life in the First Quarter of the Century, London, Penguin 
Books, 1990, pp 40-41, hereafter called, Roberts, The Classic Slum. 
15 Oxley, Convict Mauls, p. 49. 
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house in Manchester and stole a pair of silk stockings which he immediately 'placed 

upon his legs'. 16 Stockings were often stolen during robberies of houses, usually 

taken in small quantities amongst a mix of other clothing and household chattels. 

Hats were the universal head covering for the working man. Like shawls the 

wearing of hats seemed to be an unshakeable habit amongst the poor. Working men 

in Salford Hundred's factory towns wore hats or caps; those unable to afford one 

usually fabricated a head covering by folding the comers of a sack inwards, wearing it 

like a monk's hood or making a 'four-cornered cap out of paper'. 11 There were 164 

indictments at Salford Hundred quarter sessions for stealing 303 hats. They were not 

only necessary articles of clothing for working men but also marketable and therefore 

valuable. 

Amongst the poor working class, wearing apparel was a means of income in 

emergencies. 18 Clothing was regularly pledged, that is deposited with a pawnbroker 

for a cash loan. 19 Pledging was a survival activity usually occurring mid-week when 

there was a shortage of money for food or rent. Clothing was pledged in a 'bundle' 

containing whatever could be spared that week such as shawls, frocks, waistcoats, 

shirts, coats, suits and even boots.20 Sometimes a washerwoman would pledge the 

clothes she was washing for her customers. On Saturday nights when working men 

came home from the mills with wages, the bundles were redeemed on re-payment of 

the cash loans plus an interest fee. 21 

Article after article is pledged for small sums, to be redeemed the next pay day, and 

homesteads which, on the Saturday mornings, are destitute of every necessary utensil, 

are found, in the evening, possessing some of these. They have been fetched from 

pledge, a loss has been sustained upon them, and in ninety-nine cases out of one 

hundred, they are again missing before the end of the ensuing week. The same with 

regard to dress - coat or trousers, cloak, dress, or under dress, shoes, stockings, etc. etc. 

all have a constant round. 22 

16 LRO Preston, calendar of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; The 
Manchester Guardian, and Wheelers Manchester Chronicle, Saturday 25 July 1829. John Hill was 
sentenced to seven years' transportation and sent to the General Penitentiary at Millbank, Chambers, 
Criminal Petitions Index 
17 Roberts, The Classic Slum, pp. 39-40; and Engels, The Condition qfthe Workin!( Class, p. 79. 
18 For contemporary comment on the pawning of household possessions in Manchester see Engels, 
The Condition of the Workin!( Class, p. 143; and Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, pp. 223-226. 
19 In the 183 Os and 1840s there were sixty pawnshops in Manchester and ten to twelve in Chapel 
Street, Salford, Engels, The Condition qfthe Workin!( Class in En!(land, p. 143. 
20 Emsley, Crime and Society in En!(land, pp. 129-130 and 136 note 7. 
21 Roberts, The Classic Slum, pp. 25-27. For a loan of one shilling a pledger might have to pay 
between twopence and threepence a week interest; Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, p. 224. 
22 Gaskell,ArtisansandMachinery, pp. 128-129. 
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Stolen wearing apparel was sometimes sold to 'the low pawnbroker who 

exchanged for the clothing and other necessaries of the poor, money to be spent in 

profligacy'. 23 At other times it was sold to receivers of stolen goods, travelling 

pedlars, unlicensed second-hand 'dolly shops' or dishonest licensed clothing-dealers 

who paid about one third of the market value. A best silk or embroidered 

handkerchief worth about four shillings would fetch one shilling and sixpence, 24 a 

gown two shillings and eight pence and a shawl three shillings. 25 Clothing too worn 

to be of value to a pawnbrokers was sold to the rag and bone man.26 Threadbare 

shirts known as 'mittings' and ragged waistcoats called 'bends' were tradeable 

because the destitute could buy them at a penny-halfpenny each. Worn-out boots 

could bring a penny; when repaired they gave a few weeks of useful service 

especially during cold wet winter months when going barefoot was painful. 27 

Some pawnbrokers knowingly accepted stolen goods. There was a 

nineteenth-century middle-class view that ease of pledging encouraged stealing, and 

that thieves would be deterred from crime if pawnbrokers rejected suspicious 

pledgers or reported them to the police. 28 As a result there was constant police 

surveillance, many pawnbrokers keeping on the right side of constables by reporting 

suspicious pledging. 29 This was the experience of housemaid Jane Goodwin who 

appeared at the 6 January 1834 sessions charged with stealing a gown from John and 

Ann Campbell of Bradford Street, Manchester. 30 One afternoon the Campbells failed 

to close their street door and Goodwin entered the house, stole the gown from a chair 

and took it to Samuel Fletcher a pawnbroker. Fletcher later told the quarter sessions, 

23 Neale, Juvenile Delinquency in Manchester, p 9. 
24 Robson, Convict Settlers, p. 32; and Chesney, The Victorian Unde1World, pp. 224-226. 
25 In the late 1830s pledged articles of clothing fetched the following amounts: coat 5/-, shirt 1/3, 
waistcoat 1/6, petticoat 1/3, gown 2/8, bedgown 2/- and shoes 2/-; Joseph Adshead, Distress in 
Manchester: Evidence of the State of the Labouring Classes in 1841-42, London, 1842, p. 21, 
quoted in De Motte, 'The Dark Side of Town', p. 189. 
26 Emsley, Crime and Society m Enf(land, p 91. 
27 Chesney, The Victorian Unde1World, pp 229-231. 
28 Joseph, Memoirs qf Convicted Prisoners, pp. 12-13. 
29 De Motte, 'The Dark Side of Town', pp. 189-192. 
30 LRO Preston, calendar ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 6 January 1834; Central 
Library Manchester, magistrates notes epiphany quarter sessions 1834; and The Manchester Courier 
and Lancashire General Adverllser, Saturday 11and18 January 1834. For breaking, entering and 
stealing, Jane Goodwin was sentenced to seven years' transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's 
Land in the Edward (3) in April 1834. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 15, 
Con 19 and Con 40/3, 143 Jane Goodwin, Edward (3), 4 September 1834. Goodwin was a house 
servant from Manchester She had been convicted before twice for unlawful pledging and imprisoned 
for three months and two months. Her conduct in gaol was unknown and in the ship good. In Van 
Diemen's Land she committed 16 offences against colonial regulations including 9 for drunkenness 
and 4 for disorderly conduct and misconduct During servitude she was punished with 3 reprimands, 
1 admonishment, 13 months' hard labour and 73 days solitary confinement. She was granted a ticket 
ofleave in 1839 and a free certificate in 1841 
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'I gave the gown to Constable Daggatt who arrested Goodwin and took her to the 

lockups'. There Goodwin told Daggatt that she had been convicted twice before for 

unlawfully pledging wearing apparel, concluding that 'I shall be done this time'. She 

was sentenced to be transported for seven years. 

At the October 1830 sessions John Walker a sixteen-year-old houseboy was 

charged with stealing a cloak from Margaret Normington of Pilkington. In the middle 

of the day Walker 'feloniously entered' a vacant house by breaking a hole through the 

dairy-room window, 'smashing' a locked chest and stealing from it a shawl, a cloak 

and other wearing apparel. He took the clothes to a pawnbroker in Oldfield Lane, 

Salford, to be pledged but ran off when the pawnbroker challenged him. He was later 

apprehended by watchmen. 31 

One characteristic of theft of wearing apparel in the Salford Hundred was that 

much of it was opportunistic. On some occasions clothing hung or laid out to dry on 

hedges and lines was a tempting target for any passerby.32 On other occasions 

articles of clothing were haphazardly gathered during house robberies with other 

easily transportable pieces of property. For example Rachel Preston a house servant 

stole from her master a large amount of household goods - silver spoons, sugar tongs, 

bed sheets, ribbon, woollen cloth and a wide variety of wearing apparel including five 

silk handkerchiefs, seven dresses, two skirts, a bonnet, four pairs of stockings, a 

petticoat, five shawls, four caps, four aprons, a pair of gloves and a veil. 33 In 

assessing reasons for stealing particular items of wearing apparel, this characteristic 

31 LRO Preston, calendar ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 25 October 1830; The 
Manchester Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Liverpool General Advertiser, Saturday 30 
October 1830; and Central Library Manchester, Thomas Batty Addison, Justice of the Peace of the 
Salford Hundred 1830-1832, annotated copy of'A Calendar of all Prisoners for Trial in the New 
Bailey Prison at Salford, Manchester, on Monday, the 25th of October 1830', Manchester, Bancks 
and Co, Exchange Street, 1830, hereafter called Addison, annotated copy of calendar ofliberates, 
Salford Hundred quarter sessions 25 October 1830. For breaking, entering and stealing, John Walker 
was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, York, from 12 December 
1830 to 18 February 1831, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Argyle in March 1831. PRO 
London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 
31/46, 1254 John Walker, Argyle, 3 August 1831. Walker was a houseboy from Pilkington. He had 
been convicted before twice: in July 1830 for stealing a coat and imprisoned, and for stealing a 
waistcoat and imprisoned for fourteen days His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk good 
and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 16 offences against colonial 
regulations including 6 for routine discipline and 3 for absconding; and 1 felony - 'stealing from the 
dwelling house of John Edwards 1 coat' for which was sentenced to 2 years' hard labour and sent to 
Port Arthur. During servitude he was punished with 4 additional years, 9 months' hard labour, 34 
days on the tread wheel, 4 days in solitary confinement and 25 lashes. He was granted a ticket of 
leave on 3 February 1841 and a free certificate in 1842. 
32 Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', p. 157. 
33 LRO Preston, calendar of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 26 October 1835 Rachel 
Preston was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
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of stealing whatever was on hand must be taken into account. 

Most thefts of wearing apparel were in small quantities. Of 503 indictments 

for stealing 1,750 handkerchiefs there were only two cases where the number of 

handkerchiefs exceeded 100. The first was in 1828 when Peter Burn stole 120 from 

Henry Bridgeman's warehouse inManchester34 and the second in 1832 when Ellen 

Taylor took a parcel of 100 from James Critchley's shop in Manchester. 35 There 

were thirty-nine thefts of large or commercial quantities of clothing, women being 

involved only seven times and their thefts being smaller than men's. The largest 

amounts stolen by women during single thefts were 100 handkerchiefs, twenty pairs 

of shoes, ten shifts and six dresses. On the other hand men stole greater quantities, 

the largest taken at one time were 500 shawls, 120 pairs of stockings, 100 pairs of 

shoes and sixty hats. 

On most occasions shawls and stockings were stolen in small quantities, often 

as single items. Of 151 indictments for stealing 769 shawls only one was for a large 

number - 500 cotton shawls taken by John Burden and John Osborne from Thomas 

Stafford's warehouse in Manchester in August 1837.36 There were similar 

circumstances with stockings. Of 146 indictments for stealing 794 pairs of stockings 

only three involved large quantities - David Price stole 100 pairs in July 1831,37 

James Bradbury 120 pairs in January 183238 and Samuel Platt 120 pairs in June 

1832.39 Hats were usually stolen as single items. Of 164 indictments for stealing 303 

hats nearly half were for the theft of one hat and nothing else. One indictment only 

34 LRO Preston, calendar ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 21 January 1828. Peter Burn 
was sentenced to seven years' transportation and sent to the General Penitentiary, Millbank 
35 LRO Preston, calendar ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 April 1832. Ellen Taylor 
was sentenced to twelve months' imprisonment in the New Bailey 
36 LRO Preston, calendar ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions, 23 October 1837. John 
Burden and John Osborne were found not guilty and discharged. 
37 LRO Preston, calendar of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 4 July 1831. David Price was 
sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
38 LRO Preston, calendar of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 January 1832. James 
Bradbury was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
39 LRO Preston, calendar ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 3 June 1833. Samuel Platt 
was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, York, from 27 June 1833 to 
29 July 1833, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the John I (5) in August 1833. PRO London, HO 
8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/35, 991 
Samuel Platt, John I (5), 1December1833. Platt was a ploughman from Stockport in Cheshire. He 
had been convicted before twice for bastardy and imprisoned for three months and six months 'until 
sureties found' His conduct in gaol was indifferent and in the hulk and ship good. In Van Diemen's 
Land he committed 6 offences against colonial regulations including 3 for absence and 1 for 
'preferring a false and vexatious complaint against his fellow servant' for which he was sentenced to 
12 months' hard labour in chains. During servitude he was punished with 1 reprimand, 1 
admonishment, 13 months' hard labour and 25 lashes. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1838 and a 
free certificate in 1840. 
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was for a large quantity- sixty hats stolen by James Holding when he broke into 

Richard Hayes's warehouse in Manchester in October 1828.40 This indicates that in 

most cases hats were stolen for personal use. 

The circumstances of thefts of wearing apparel in the Salford Hundred and 

the behaviour of offenders indicate that stealing wearing apparel was generally a 

haphazard activity rather than organised crime. Nevertheless offenders came before 

quarter sessions so frequently that as a deterrent magistrates were expected to punish 

with severity, and as a result a disproportionate number of sentences of 

transportation and long terms of imprisonment could be expected to follow. 

However there was little difference between sentencing for stealing wearing apparel 

and sentencing for all offences - 21.5 percent of wearing-apparel offenders were 

sentenced to be transported compared with 22.2 percent for all offences, and 74.1 

percent to imprisonment compared with 71 percent overall. Specific sentencing for 

both males and females for all 1,974 committals for stealing wearing apparel is shown 

in Annex E. There were twenty-four different types of sentences, a number which 

makes assessment difficult so in order to simplify the process, sentences have been 

grouped into ten categories. Figure 9-4 lists these categories and the numbers of 

offenders in each and gives a comparison with overall sentencing. 

Figure 9-4: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Grouped Sentencing Stealing Wearing 
Apparel 1828-1837 

Sentence Wearing Apparel Percent of Percent of All 
Offenders Offenders (1,974) Offenders (7,763) 

transportation for 7 vears 287 14.5 14.2 

transoortation for 14 vears 121 6 1 6.4 

transportation for life 18 0.9 1.7 

imprisoned from 7 months to 3 vears 100 5.1 8.6 

imorisoned from 5 weeks to 6 months 993 50.3 48 0 

imorisoned from 1 dav to 1 month 370 18.7 14.3 

not guiltv 76 3.9 4.2 

discharged 4 0.2 1.5 

remanded to next sessions 2 0 1 0.6 

other disoosals 3 0.2 0.5 

total l,974 100.0 100.0 

When sentencing for stealing wearing apparel was examined in relation to 

previous convictions, significant differences emerged. Figure 9-5 shows the numbers 

40 LRO Preston, calendar of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 October 1828. James 
Holding (Holden) was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, 
from November 1828 to March 1829, and was transported to New South Wales on 27 March 1829. 
PRO London, HO 8, HO 9 and HO 27 
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of offenders committed to trial for stealing wearing apparel whose indictments 

included the compounding offence of having been convicted before of a felony. 

Figure 9-5: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Stealing Wearing Apparel 

and Convicted Before of a Felony 1828-183441 

Year Committals for Stealing Wearing Percent of Percent of 
Stealing Wearing Apparel and Stealing Wearing Convicted Before 

Apparel Convicted Before Apparel for All Offences 
Committals (1,139) 

1828 236 63 26.7 25.0 

1829 267 51 19.1 21 5 

1830 202 55 27.2 23.9 

1831 232 59 25.4 21.4 

1832 203 69 34.0 23 0 

1833 200 49 24.5 19 4 

1834 118 33 28.0 17 8 

total 1.458 379 26.0 21.9 

Of 1,458 offenders who stole clothing, 379 (26 percent) had been convicted 

before of a felony, a much higher rate than 21.9 percent of all offenders. Of these 

379 repeat offenders, 210 (55.4 percent) were sentenced to transportation. This was 

more than twice the rate of sentencing to transportation of all wearing apparel 

offenders (21. 6 percent). Clearly those convicted before of a felony were more likely 

to be sentenced to transportation than those who had no previous convictions. This 

high rate of sentencing to transportation supported the view that magistrates in the 

Salford Hundred complied with Peel's acts in regard to punishing repeat offenders 

with severity. 

A second indication that magistrates targeted repeat offenders for the most 

severe punishments was clearly identified in combined indictments. Henry Somers 

and James Memer42 were tried together on the one indictment at the 21 July 1828 

41 "Convicted before ofa felony' was recorded in post-trial indictments between 1828 and 1834 only. 
42 LRO Preston, calendar ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 21July1828. For stealing 
trousers from a shop, James Merner was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned 
in the hulk, Dolphin, from 20 August 1828 to 18 March 1829, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in 
the Lady Harewood (I) in March 1829. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT 
Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/29, 703 James Merner, Lady Harewood (I}, 28 July 
1829. Merner was a bricklayer from Manchester who had been convicted twice before: larceny and 
imprisoned in the New Bailey; and street robbery and imprisoned for three months on the treadwheel 
in the New Bailey. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk orderly and in the ship unknown. In 
Van Diemen's Land he committed 23 offences against colonial regulations including 5 for 
drunkenness; and 4 felonies - 'stealing a watch from a dwelling house'; 'suspicion of being concerned 
in many robberies and being a reputed petty thief; 'strong suspicion of having stolen beef from Mr 
Randall'; and 'stealing a jacket and 2 spoons' when in a road party. During servitude he was 
punished with 4 reprimands, 40 months' hard labour, 2 hours in the stocks, 30 days' solitary 
confinement and 111 lashes. He was granted a ticket of leave on 22 May 1840 a free certificate in 
1842. 
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sessions for stealing two pairs of trousers from James Rouey at Manchester. Somers 

had not been convicted before of a felony at quarter sessions and was imprisoned for 

three months in the New Bailey; Merner had been convicted before and was 

sentenced to be transported for fourteen years. A second example was the 

indictment at the April 1831 sessions against Thomas Fairfield, James Dooley and 

Lewis Whitehead for stealing eight silk handkerchiefs and six pairs of stockings from 

Amelia Bailey at Manchester. Fairfield who had been convicted and imprisoned four 

times was sentenced to seven years' transportation,43 Dooley who had been 

convicted before on three occasions and imprisoned twice was sentenced to fourteen 

years' transportation44 and Whitehead who had not been convicted before was 

imprisoned for six months in the New Bailey. 

There were two additional patterns. First, when magistrates sentenced 

repeat offenders to imprisonment their sentences were only marginally longer - of 

3 79 repeat offenders, 169 were sentenced at a slightly higher rate to longer terms of 

imprisonment than those who had not been convicted before. Magistrates therefore 

did not wholly comply with the requirements of Peel's acts. Second, an examination 

of gender ratios for repeat offenders shows that though there were some small annual 

variations, males and females who stole wearing apparel generally tended to have 

been convicted before at the same rate as the gender ratio for all offences - 83 percent 

43 LRO Preston, calendar ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831 For stealing 
handkerchiefs and stockings, Thomas Fairfield was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Just1tia, from 20 May 1831 to 5 July 1831, and sailed to Van Diemen's 
Land in the Strathfieldsay (J) in July 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and 
AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/14, 502 Thomas Fairfield, Strathfieldsay (1), 15 
November 1831. Fairfield was a chair maker from Manchester He had been convicted before four 
times: for stealing an umbrella and imprisoned for three months; for an unknown larceny and 
imprisoned for three months; and twice for vagrancy and imprisoned three months each time His 
conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he 
committed 7 offences against colonial regulations including 2 for absconding, 2 for insolence and 
when in a chain gang 'assaulting a constable conveying him to Launceston and endeavouring to 
escape' for which he was sentenced to 2 years' hard labour. In 1832 he committed 1 felony - 'stealing 
a loaf of bread value 4d'. During servitude he was punished with 1 admonishment, 26 months' hard 
labour and 4 days' solitary confinement 
44 LRO Preston, calendar ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831. For stealing 
handkerchiefs and stockings, James Dooley was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 19 May 1831to14 July 1831, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Lord Lyndoch (J) in July 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 
27, and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/10, 725 James Dooley, Lord Lyndoch 
(J), 18 November 1831. Dooley was a textile labourer and fustian cutter from Manchester. He had 
been indicted three times· twice for shoplifting and imprisoned for three months and twelve months; 
and once discharged for disorderly conduct. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the 
ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 14 offences against colonial regulations 
including 5 for disobedience and 5 for neglect of work; and 1 felony - perjury. During servitude he 
was punished with 1 reprimand, 2 admonishments, 6 months' hard labour and 4 days on the tread 
wheel. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1839, a conditional pardon in July 1842 and a free 
certificate in 1845 
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for males and 17 percent for females. Gender therefore was not a factor which had 

influenced their previous misbehaviour. The numbers of wearing apparel offenders 

by gender who had been convicted before are shown in Figure 9-6. 

Figure 9-6: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Stealing Wearing Apparel 

and Convicted Before of a Felony by Gender 1828-1834 

Year Wearing Apparel Males Males Females Females 
Offenders Convicted Percent Convicted Percent 

Convicted Before Before Before 

1828 63 52 82 5 11 17.5 

1829 51 45 88.2 6 11.8 

1830 55 45 81.8 10 18.2 

1831 59 46 78.0 13 22.0 

1832 69 59 85.5 10 14.5 

1833 49 42 85.7 7 14.3 

1834 33 24 72.7 9 27.3 

Total 379 313 82.6 66 17.4 

Of all indictments at Salford Hundred quarter sessions between 1835 and 

1837 for stealing wearing apparel, 70.3 percent involved offenders under the age of 

twenty-five (Figure 9-7). 45 This is a considerably higher rate than 59.1 percent for 

offences overall and demonstrates that young people were more likely to steal 

wearing apparel than older people. Age groupings are shown in Figure 9-7 and a 

comparison of the rates of age groupings is illustrated in Figure 9-8. 

Figure 9-7: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Stealing Wearing Apparel 

Age Groupings 1835-1837 

Age Grouping Male Female Total Percent of Percent of All 
Wearing Apparel Offenders 

Offenders (684) (2,552) 

9to14 vears 53 2 55 8 1 5.0 

15 to 19 vears 199 58 257 37.6 27.7 

20 to 24 vears 117 51 168 24.6 26.4 

25 to 29 vears 49 21 70 10.2 12.7 

30 to 34 vears 20 20 40 5.8 7.8 

35 to 39 vears 16 13 29 4.2 7.1 

40 to 44 vears 11 13 24 3.5 4.5 

45 to 49 vears 7 10 17 2.5 3.7 

50 to 54 vears 5 6 11 1 6 2.2 

55 to 59 vears 4 2 6 09 1.6 

60 to 64 vears 4 1 5 0.7 09 

65 to 71 vears 1 1 2 0.3 0.4 

total 486 198 684 100.0 100.0 

45 Ages were recorded in pre-trial calendars between 1835 and 1837 only 
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Figure 9-8: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Stealing Wearing Apparel: Comparison of Age Groupings 
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Chapter Ten 

Stealing Property 

Dealing with offenders who stole property in the Salford Hundred could be a 

simple or a complex affair. One case remarkable for its speed of judicial execution 

was brought before the magistrates at the January 1831 sessions. During the night of 

9 January the Manchester constables arrested George Mellor1 and William Johnson2 

who were cutting lead piping from Henry Herbert's empty public house in Ancoats. 

Early on the morning of 10 January the prisoners were taken to the New Bailey, 

examined by the duty magistrate, committed to trial at quarter sessions, formally 

indicted by the clerk of sessions and before midday tried in the New Bailey 

courtroom, found guilty and sentenced to seven years transportation. That afternoon 

they were in chains in the 'transports' cells awaiting an escort to the hulk, Justitia. 

One observer, surprised by the unusual speed of judicial procedure, commented that 

the offence had been committed 'only last night'.3 

A second case of larceny in the Salford Hundred was complex and drawn out. 

During the afternoon of Sunday 24 May 1829 some property was stolen from 

Thomas Sugden's confectionery house in Ancoats Street not far from Angel 

1 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 10 January 1831. For 
stealing lead, copper and brass, George Mellor was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, from 2 March 1831 to 5 July 1831, and sailed to Van Diemen's 
Land in the Strathfieldsay (I) in July 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and 
AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/30, 913 George Mellor, Strathfieldsay (1), 15 
November 1831. Mellor was a labourer from Manchester He had been convicted before four times 
stealing a handkerchief and imprisoned for seven days and flogged; stealing brass and lead and 
imprisoned for three months and flogged twice; and attempting to commit a felony on two occasions 
and imprisoned for three months and flogged twice for each offence. Mellor's conduct in gaol was 
bad, in the hulk orderly and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen' s Land he committed 3 offences 
against colonial regulations - absence, insolence and neglect of work. During servitude he was 
punished with 1 reprimand, 14 days in solitary confinement and 50 lashes. He was granted a free 
certificate in 1838. 
2 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 10 January 1831. For 
stealing lead, copper and brass, William Johnson were sentenced to seven years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, from 2 March 1831 to 5 July 1831, and sailed to Van Diemen' s 
Land in the Strathfieldsay (I) in July 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and 
AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/24, 551 William Johnson, Strathfieldsay (1), 15 
November 1831. William Johnson was a labourer from Manchester. He had been convicted before 
twice stealing brass and lead and imprisoned for three months, and vagrancy and imprisoned for one 
month. His conduct in gaol was unknown, in the hulk orderly and in the ship unknown. In Van 
Diemen's Land he committed 4 offences against colonial regulations and 1 felony - 'burglary in the 
dwelling house of John Fawnes and stealing 104 lbs of salt beef at a value of 4d per lb, and 1 canvas 
bag value 1/-' for which he was sentenced to an additional 7 years' transportation. During servitude 
he was punished with 7 years' transportation, 1 reprimand, 2 months' hard labour and 2 days in 
solitary confinement. He was granted a free certificate in 1840. 
3 The Manchester Courrer and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 15 January 1831. 
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Meadow, one of Manchester's notorious criminal areas. 4 Thomas Sugden told 

quarter sessions: 

I left my house, along with my family, about half-past twelve o'clock on Sunday, 

leaving all my doors fast. We returned about five o'clock, and found the back door 

broken open, all the drawers in the house and shop were broken open, and we missed 

several silver spoons from below, and about £20 in money from up stairs 

John Robinson a nine-year-old boy who lived nearby told Sugden that at 

about half-past three on Sunday 24 May he saw two youths come out of Sugden' s 

back door, one wearing a light blue jacket with 'something under it which jingled like 

silver'. 

In consequence ofinformation I [Sugden] received, I went to the house of Samuel 

Pugh, and took him into custody I took him to the police-office, where Robinson, the 

boy who gave me the information, also came, and he said 'that is he that came out 

last'. Pugh made no reply but he coloured. I had known Pugh before by sight, he 

formerly lived in Little Lever Street, not far from my house On the road I told him 

what he was in custody for. 5 

Pugh was taken to the lockups in the New Bailey, charged with stealing two 

table spoons, five tea spoons and twenty sovereigns, and imprisoned until the next 

quarter sessions on 20 July 1829. 

During the trial Sugden's prosecution became complicated. First, Pugh 

pleaded not guilty and elected to be tried by a petit jury; second, the identification of 

Pugh was inconclusive; and third, Pugh called three witnesses who swore that he was 

at home in Hart Street that afternoon and that the principal witness, John Robinson, 

had lied so that 'the robbery was thrown upon Pugh to screen his (John Robinson's) 

brother who was the real offender'. Though 'all the witnesses underwent a very 

severe cross-examination' it appeared to the court that Sugden had been the victim of 

a clever deception by the Robinson brothers. Magistrate James Norris 'summed up 

at considerable length and very favourable for the prisoner', the jury retired and 'after 

a consideration of about a quarter of an hour' acquitted Pugh. 6 

However this complex prosecution was not yet over for Sugden. It was 

further compounded by an indictment against the receiver of his stolen property, an 

unlicensed silver dealer named George Simons. Constable Page who had recovered 

Sugden' s silver told the court: 

4 Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, pp. 142-143. 
5 The Manchester Guardian and Wheelers Manchester Chronicle, Saturday 25 July 1829. 
6 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; and The 
Manchester Guardian and Wheelers Manchester Chromcle, Saturday 25 July 1829. 
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I apprehended the prisoner, Simons, on the I 6th of June, at his lodgings in Back 

Balloon-street. I found a box containing silver plate (some belonging to Sugden). He 

said if I could let him alone until morning, he could shew me the place where he had 

bought it. I asked him ifhe could tell the person's name? He said he believed it was 

Nllthan Singleton, and that he was a pawnbroker I then took him and the box to the 

Police Office. 7 

Simons called three witnesses to testify that he had bought the plate from the 

pawnbroker without knowing it was stolen. Again the chairman summed up 

favourably for the prisoner who subsequently was acquitted by the jury. For 

Thomas Sugden this was a frustrating, ineffective and expensive prosecution 

complicated by false evidence, overlapping of cases and lengthy cross-examinations 

by counsel. It failed to identify or punish those who stole his property. 

Whether trials were simple like those of Mellor and Johnson or complicated 

like those of Pugh and Simons, all indictments for larceny in the Salford Hundred 

described stolen goods as 'property'. Ellen Dumphy for example was 'charged with 

stealing three silver spoons, the property of Charles Ennings' 8 and William Wall with 

stealing 'one piece of timber, the property of Thomas Bache'.9 Generally the word 

'property' denoted ownership of a fixed possession like a house or land though a 

subsidiary meaning was a 'belonging' or a 'chattel'. In this thesis property refers to 

something moveable such as a clock, a jug, a silver spoon, a watch, a truss of hay, 

2,000 nails or forty pounds weight oflead. These were belongings or chattels rather 

than fixed possessions. 

Between 1828 and 1837 stealing property was the second most frequently 

committed general offence recorded in indictments at Salford Hundred quarter 

sessions and men were the most frequent offenders. Of 1,918 indictments, males 

were involved in 1,676 and females in 242. This was a participation rate for women 

of 12.6 percent, significantly lower than the female rate of 20.2 percent for all 

offences. 

Theft of property appeared 677 times in other indictments such as in the 

charges against Lucy Campbell and Bridget Kelly for stealing wearing apparel. 10 

Among the goods they stole was a pair of candle snuffers 'the property of Charles 

7 The Manchester Guardian and Wheelers Manchester Chronicle, Saturday 25 July 1829. 
8 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 March 1835. Ellen 
Dumphy was sentenced to one month's imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
9 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 21January1828. William 
Wall was sentenced to fourteen days' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
10 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 18 January 183 0 Lucy 
Campbell and Bridget Kelly were sentenced to four months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
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Wroe'. Figure 10-1 shows the numbers of these other general offence indictments in 

which stealing property appeared. 

Figure 10-1: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Other General Offence Indictments 

which Included Stealing Property 1828-1837 

General Offences Other Than Other Indictments Males Females 
Stealing Property which Included Involved Involved 

Stealing Property 

steahne: wearine: aooarel 187 119 68 

stealine: monev 68 57 11 

stealinll: cloth 34 29 5 

stealine: from the oerson 138 109 29 

stealing food 39 31 8 

receivinll: knowmll: stolen 112 66 46 

assault 0 0 0 

false oretences embezzline: 43 42 1 

stealinll: livestock 12 12 0 

breakine:. enterine: a warehouse 28 28 0 

breakine:. enterinll: a dwelling house 7 7 0 

breakinll:. enterinll: a shop 9 9 0 

bastardv 0 0 0 

other 0 0 0 

total 677 509 168 

Overall, 2,595 indictments involved theft ofproperty11 and men were 

involved in 2,185, a participation rate of 84.2 percent, well above the 79.8 percent 

for men in all offences. 

There was a great variety of types of stolen property so in order to make a 

proper assessment, articles were categorised into seven different groups. These are 

shown in Figure 10-2. 

Figure 10-2: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Categories of Stolen Property 1828-1837 

Category of Property Number of Males Females 
Offences Involved Involved 

household chattels 584 431 153 

kitchen chattels 563 433 130 

personal effects 617 517 100 

iewellerv 75 33 42 

commodities 315 298 17 

tools 529 502 27 

metal 313 308 5 

total 2,996 2522 474 

11 The figure of2,595 is the sum of 1,918 indictments for the general offence of stealing property and 
677 thefts of property included in other general offences 
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Types of property also give an indication of possible employment. For 

example in the case of male committals 1,108 indictments (44 percent) involved the 

theft of commodities, tools and metal which were articles associated with industrial 

and commercial activity in mills, factories and warehouses. On the other hand 425 

female indictments (89.7 percent) involved the theft of household chattels, personal 

property and jewellery, items associated with domestic service. These articles 

indicate the possibility of work-related crime; they support the proposition that 

many people committed to trial were ordinary workers who were occasional 

criminals tempted to crime when under duress. 

Stealing household and kitchen chattels 

Stealing from households was a common occurrence in the Salford Hundred.12 

At the 21 January 1828 quarter sessions, Norris told the grandjury 'it abounds to a 

serious and alarming extent in this town';13 and again at the 26 April 1830 sessions 

when he said 'instances of breaking into dwelling houses have been constantly before 

this court, and we have always visited it with severe punishment' .14 Figures 10-3 and 

10-4 show the types and quantities of items taken in 5 84 indictments for stealing 

household chattels and 563 indictments for stealing kitchen chattels. In both these 

types of theft there was a consistent stealing of single items or small quantities. 

Mary Dillon for example was indicted for stealing one tub, 15 Sarah Hillkirk for 

stealing one book16 and Hannah Hardman for stealing one fireplace fender. 17 

12 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p 43 Robson estimated that 16 percent of transported 
convicts had been convicted of burglary and housebreaking. However it is not possible to state 
accurately the number of housebreakers who appeared at quarter sessions in the Salford Hundred 
because the aggravating circumstance of breaking and entering was rarely shown on indictments. 
13 The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 26 January 1828. 
14 The Manchester Courier and Lancash1re General Advertiser, Saturday 1 May 1830. 
15 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 7 January 1833. Mary 
Dillon was sentenced to two months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
16 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 26 April 1830. Sarah 
Hillkirk was sentenced to two months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
17 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 10 January 1831; and 
Addison, annotated copy of calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 10 January 1831 
For stealing a fender, Hannah Hardman was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, and sailed to 
Van Diemen's Land in the Mary III (3) in June 1831. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT, 
Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/5, 143 Hannah Hardman, Mary III (3), 19 October 1831. Hardman was 
a domestic servant from Deansgate in Manchester She had been convicted before three times: 
stealing hanks of cotton and imprisoned for three months; stealing sovereigns and imprisoned for 
twelve months; and stealing money and imprisoned for two years. Her conduct in gaol was bad and 
in the ship orderly. In Van Diemen's Land she committed 3 offences against colonial regulations. 
drunkenness, disorderly conduct and absence; and 1 felony - 'strong suspicion of stealing 2 shirts' for 
which she was sentenced to 6 months' hard labour. During servitude she was punished with 10 
months' hard labour. She died on 22 June 1834 in the Female Factory. 
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Figure 10-3 (1): Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Household Chattels 

Listed in Indictments 1828-1837 

Household Chattels Articles Offences Male Female 

ball 17 2 2 0 

barometer 1 1 1 0 

bed. bed nost 11 11 10 1 

bedding - blanket 73 27 16 11 

bedding - bolster case tick 12 8 3 5 

beddin!! - counterpane cover 105 38 25 13 

bedding - nillow nillow case 19 10 4 6 

bedding - auilt. comfortable 148 23 17 6 

beddm!! - sheet 393 110 59 51 

barrel 27 12 12 0 

bell 21 3 3 0 

bracket bolt 6 4 4 0 

candlestick 82 43 38 5 

caroetvd 20 5 4 l 

cask 5 5 5 0 

clarinet 2 2 1 l 

clock 25 25 18 7 

coach 1 1 1 0 

chair 20 11 7 4 

chain 2 2 2 0 

chimney stove 2 2 2 0 

crate 1 1 1 0 

curtain 29 15 6 9 

desk 6 6 6 0 

decanter 5 3 3 0 

dial l 1 1 0 

door handle 18 2 2 0 

drawer 25 12 12 0 

fender fire irons set 3 3 3 0 
fiddle, dulcimer,fife, flute, clarinet, harp, 
violin, music box, reed 17 16 15 1 

foot scraner 2 1 0 1 

frame (cucumber) 1 1 1 0 

gas nine. mllar. burner 11 5 5 0 

hinge 44 2 2 0 

hogshead 2 1 1 0 

cf to Fi!mre 10-3 (2) 414 292 122 
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Figure 10-3 (2): Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Household Chattels 

Listed in Indictments 1828-1837 

Household Chattels Articles Offences Male Female 

horse bellv band. 2irth. martin!?ale 8 6 -- 6 _Q__ 

horse bndle snn2 and bit 16 12 12 0 

horse carria2e cart and lri I! cloth 5 5 5 0 

horse-hames nr (curved collar iron) 2 2 2 0 

horse cloth 6 5 5 0 

horse collar 9 6 6 0 

horse-shoe 1 1 1 0 

horse rid2eworth ( sunnort rone) 1 1 1 0 

horse saddle 11 10 10 0 

horse-whio 5 2 2 0 

hummin2 ton. hoon 14 5 4 1 

lamn. lantern 7 5 3 2 

lookin!? !?lass 11 11 9 2 

nan kin 2 2 2 0 

needle case 4 4 3 1 

ornaments ( chimnev) 10 5 4 1 

oane of 2lass 54 4 4 0 

oannier 2 1 1 0 

newter tankard 3 3 3 0 

oicture 85 13 10 3 

nin cushion 1 1 0 1 

ooker 8 7 7 0 

numn 1 1 1 0 

slate (writin2) 5 5 5 0 

smoothing iron 3 3 1 2 

snuffer nr 3 3 1 2 

soao dish 2 2 0 2 

soirit measure 2 1 1 0 

strin11: ball 12 4 4 0 

table. table leg 10 10 7 3 

towel 22 11 4 7 

trunk 9 9 7 2 

tub 3 3 2 1 

window window frame. blind 7 6 5 1 

writing case 1 1 1 0 

total Fie:ure 10-3 (2) 170 139 31 

bf from Fi!mre 10-3 (1) 414 292 122 

total 584 431 153 
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Figure 10-4: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Kitchen Chattels 

Listed in Indictments 1828-1837 

Kitchen Chattels Articles Offences Male Female 

ba!!: fabric. carnet silk neo-ov 51 36 33 3 
basin. bowl dish 21 12 8 4 
basket 57 47 32 15 
bottle 56 15 9 6 
brush (not carding brush) 68 16 16 0 
bucket can 13 13 13 0 
drinner 1 1 0 1 
fire grate 5 5 4 1 
fork (metal) 76 13 10 3 

glass tumbler 169 29 25 4 

hamoer 2 2 1 1 

housewife ( sewm!!: kit) 1 1 1 0 

iar 4 4 4 0 
iug. oitcher 83 10 7 3 

kettle and stand 23 23 14 9 
knife (metal) nenknife 41 53 46 7 
mug 4 1 1 0 

oven and !!Tate 1 1 1 0 
pan 13 10 9 1 
neck measure 1 1 1 0 

olate 50 7 5 2 
oot - coffee tea 27 18 11 7 
pot (flower) 13 4 4 0 
not (chamber) 5 1 1 0 

salt cellar 3 2 0 2 
sauce ladle 2 1 1 0 

scissors nr 16 9 5 4 
sharoening steel 1 1 1 0 
spoons (metal) 291 30 27 3 
sugar ton!!:s nr 13 13 10 3 
table cloth table cover 142 41 24 17 

tea caddv. chest 19 19 15 4 
tea cun and saucer 16 4 3 1 

tea trav 18 10 9 1 

whahn!!: !!:lass 1 1 1 0 
silver Plate 478 109 81 28 

total 563 433 130 
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Out of more than 1,150 offences only thirty-five involved large quantities of 

property. John Eckersley stole fifty table cloths from the Earl ofWilton,18 William 

Loftus and Joseph Astbury took fifty books from Charles Lyon, and Samuel Haslam 

nineteen gross (2,736) clay tobacco pipes from William Longley. 19 On sumt: 

occasions one type of chattel was stolen - for example only glass tumblers and no 

other articles were taken in twenty-six out of twenty-nine thefts of 169 tumblers. 

This could be an indication that in many cases some larcenies were not committed by 

occasional or 'accidental' thieves but by professional criminals who may have stolen 

to order.20 

Some thefts involved a wide variety of goods and on these occasions thieves 

generally took whatever was conveniently at hand and easily transported. Mary 

Gannon stole two soup plates, one soap dish, four plates, a jelly mould, a glass 

tumbler and a towel;21 and James Barnes broke into James Ball's house at Ainsworth 

and stole at least fifty household articles - three candlesticks,22 five cups, five saucers, 

a slop bowl, eight china plates, a punch bowl, three flower pots, eighteen pictures, a 

pair of tongs, a poker, three tea trays, one bread basket and other unspecified articles 

- all of which individually were of little intrinsic value. 23 

Theft of single articles or small amounts of many different items was a 

consistent characteristic of stealing household chattels. Kettles was an example of 

the frequent theft of one item - sixteen indictments out of twenty-three were for a 

18 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831. For stealing 
fifty table cloths, twenty sheets and ten towels, John Eckersley was sentenced to fourteen years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 31 May 1831 to 14 July 1831, and 
sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Lord Lyndoch (1) in July 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 
11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/11 330 John Eckersley, Lord 
Lyndoch (1), 18 November 1831 Eckersley was a ploughman from Manchester. He had been 
indicted before twice: stealing a horse cloth and imprisoned for six months, and acquitted of 
embezzlement. His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown In 
Van Diemen's Land he committed 2 offences against colonial regulations - drunkenness and being in 
a public house after hours, and was punished with 2 fines of 5/- each. He was granted a ticket of 
leave in 1835 and a conditional pardon on 16 September 1841 
19 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831 and 19 
January 1829. William Loftus, Joseph Astbury and Samuel Haslam were each sentenced to three 
months' imprisonment in the New Bailey 
20 Molesworth described 'accidental' criminals as 'persons who have not made a trade in crimes, but 
who have been induced to commit crimes by the impulse of the moment, or by some accidental 
combination of circumstances, or by some all powerful temptation', in Parliamentary Papers, August 
1838 Report (Molesworth), pp. xix-xxi 
21 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 30 May 1836. Mary Gannon 
was sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
22 The three stolen candlesticks were valued at about 7/- but when sold would be discounted to about 
3/-; Oxley, Convict Maids, p. 49. 
23 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 31 August 1835. James 
Barnes was sentenced to one year's imprisonment in Lancaster Castle. 
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single kettle only. Though some property appeared to be unattractive and valueless, 

nevertheless for the poor it was often a means of survival, for example a kettle was 

worth at least one shilling,24 an amount sufficient for a day's rent and food for a 

family in want. 

Household and kitchen chattels in working-class houses were usually few in 

number and their value and quality inferior. Urban labourers in the Salford Hundred 

generally lived at subsistence levels and could not afford to buy valuable household 

property. Peter Gaskell was a contemporary observer of a Manchester labouring 

family's household possessions. 

What little furniture is found in them is of the rudest and most common sort, and very 

often in fragments - one or two rush-bottomed chairs, a deal table, a few stools, broken 

earthenware, such as dishes, tea cups etc etc, one or more tin kettles and cans, a few 

knives and forks, no fender; a bedstead or not, as the case may happen to be, blankets 

and sheets in the strict meaning of the word unknown - their place often being made up 

of sacking, a heap of flocks, or a bundle of straw, supplying the want of a proper 

bedstead and feather bed; all these cooped in a single room, which serves as a place for 

all domestic and household occupations.25 

The more affluent skilled workers who could afford higher living standards 

were reluctant to own expensive household goods. Chadwick wrote that most 

mechanics would not carry a watch in case they were assaulted by thieves. 

They could hold in safety no personal property of any sort, and life would have been 

insecure. So with their families They had no silver spoons, nor any other article of 

that kind. The possession of such property at that time endangered their lives.26 

About one hundred different items of household chattels and forty different 

items of kitchen chattels were listed in indictments. The most frequently stolen were 

bedding, candlesticks, clocks, bags, baskets, glass tumblers, knives, spoons and table 

cloths. Most of these chattels were cheap and insignificant though some like spoons 

and knives were of essential practical use and readily tradeable because of that 

usefulness. This may have been a factor in the offence by Benjamin Stevens when he 

broke into Henry Dunstan's shop in Deansgate and stole 100 knives. 27 

One significant aspect of the theft of chattels was women's participation in 

stealing essential household items. Females were involved in ninety-three offences of 

steal4tg bedding, a participation rate of 41 percent, twice as high as the overall female 

24 Oxley, Convict Maids, p 49 
25 Gaskell, ArtisansandMachinery, p. 78 
26 Quoted in Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p. 124. 
27 For Benjamin Stevens's history see Chapter Eight, pp. 78-79. 
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rate of 20.2 percent for all offences. Blankets, sheets, counterpanes and quilts were 

basic needs and the frequency of their theft could be an indication that women stole 

familiar items for use in their own households. However there was also a market for 

bedding and linen- when pledged, blankets and sheets were worth 1/6 each and shifts 

and pillows 2/-,28 sufficient money to see desperate women through economic crises. 

Table cloths and covers were of particular interest to women. Females were 

involved in 42 percent of indictments for stealing table cloths though they took only 

20 percent of the total quantity stolen. Almost all women's thefts were single items, 

the largest being nine cloths taken by Mary Garner and her three male accomplices in 

1837.29 Stealing table cloths demonstrated a general tendency of females to steal 

small quantities, a characteristic which again indicated that they may have been for 

immediate use in their own households or for illegal pledging to obtain money during 

a crisis or for survival. 

Stealing silver plate was often associated with larceny from the great houses 

of the aristocracy but in the Salford Hundred between 1828 and 1837 there was only 

one occasion - in 1828 Thomas Bateman stole a silver inkstand and other articles 

from the Earl of Stamford and Warrington. 30 The wealthier middle class, a group 

most likely to own plate, lived in Manchester's outer suburbs31 where distance was a 

disadvantage for inner-urban thieves - it was hazardous to travel to overnight 

robberies in the suburbs and escape back to refuge in urban criminal areas before 

dawn. 32 One example of such an offence was the indictment at the 20 July 1829 

sessions against John Hill for breaking into John Robinson's home at Broughton, an 

exclusive upper-class Manchester outer suburb 'with new spacious well-built 

houses'. 33 Hill had entered by forcing the shutter ofa lower window. He then 

scavenged through the house, opening drawers, scattering their contents and stealing 

28 Oxley, Convict Maids, p. 54. Oxley also observed that bedding was frequently stolen by 
washerwoman when laundering. 
29 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 January 1837. For stealing 
one silver sugar pot, fifteen silver spoons, one cream jug and nine table cloths, Mary Garner was 
discharged after having 'admitted evidence'. Her male accomplices, Thomas Peters and Gorsham 
Vine, were sentenced to fourteen years' transportation and Patrick Burke to seven years. They were 
imprisoned in the hulk, Fortitude, in February 1837. Peters was transported to New South Wales on 
14 July 1837 and Burke on 22 March 1837. Vine was granted a free pardon from the hulk, 
Fortitude. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27. 
30 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 21 January 1828. Thomas 
Bateman was sentenced to seven years' transportation, imprisoned in the hulk, Ganymede, and the 
General Penitentiary, Millbank; Chambers, Criminal Petitions Index Part I, 1819-1839, p. 13. 
31 Kidd, Manchester, pp. 39-60. 
32 Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester in the Nineteenth Century', p. 156. 
33 Chadwick, Report, p. 243. 
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whatever he could lay his hands on, finally taking away 'seven silver tea spoons, four 

salt and mustard spoons, four table spoons, a silver medal of the Order of Liberators, 

several pairs of silk stockings and other articles'. He made his way back to 

Manchester where he broke somt: uf ll1t: slulen spuuns, taking several pieces to John 

Furniss, 'a servant of Messrs Oliphant and Co, silversmiths of Exchange Street' and 

there asked 'if they bought old silver?' 

Furniss suspected that the silver had been improperly obtained, and told the prisoner to 

go along with him. He did so, without, however, knowing where he was going, and 

the witness took him direct to the police-office John Turner (a constable) said he 

searched the prisoner at the police office, and found a silver medal attached to a 

handkerchief which he had round his neck; he also had a pair of silk stockings upon his 

legs. He asked the prisoner how he came to wear silk stockings? He replied that he 

always wore them 34 

Though some large amounts of silver plate were stolen during house robberies 

of the type committed by Hill, stealing silver was an infrequent crime in the Salford 

Hundred - only 109 offences involving 478 pieces. The following table lists types of 

silver pieces shown in indictments and the number of offences committed in respect 

of them. 

Figure 10-5: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Silver Listed in Indictments 1828-1837 

Silver and Jewellery Articles Offences Male Female 

silver breast oin I l 0 I 

silver butter boat I I I 0 

silver butter knife 2 2 0 2 

silver cuo I 1 I 0 

silver caster frame 1 l I 0 

silver fork 36 6 5 I 

silver inkstand 2 1 I 0 

silver knife 2 2 0 2 

silver ladle 2 2 I I 

silver oencil case I I 0 I 

silver mnt measure 1 1 I 0 

silver oiece 2 2 2 0 

silver snuff box 2 2 2 0 

silver sooon 418 80 60 20 

silver sugar not 3 3 3 0 

silver sugar tongs or 2 2 2 0 

silver tooth nick I I I 0 

total 478 109 81 28 

34 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; The 
Manchester Guardian and Wheelers Manchester Chronicle, Saturday 25 July 1829. John Hill was 
sentenced to seven years' transportation and sent to the General Penitentiary, Millbank; Chambers, 
Cnmmal Petitions Index, 1819-1839, Part I, p 37. 
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Spoons were the most frequently stolen items of silver because they could be 

easily concealed and carried.35 On occasions silver plate was taken during planned 

crimes like John Hill's described above, though mostly it was taken during 

opportunity crimes when silver happened to be amongst the items scavenged during 

a trawling robbery. One example was the offence in 1830 by Joseph Lutman,36 

Charles Barlow and John Brown37 when they stole fifteen silver tablespoons, twenty 

silver teaspoons and a pair of silver tongs from Ann Norris's house at Bury. Her 

servants had laid the plate on the table for dinner early so they could watch a 

procession in the front street. When the family and servants were attracted to the 

front of the house to see the jugglers, Lutman passing by at the time entered the 

house through an open rear door and 'carried away the silver plate', handing it 

through a window to Charles Barlow and John Brown who took it to a lodging house 

in Birmingham and 'delivered it to Moses Benjamin', a ~ence.38 

There were few thefts from the houses of the wealthy of the Salford Hundred 

35 Most silver plate would be traded with receivers for about half its value or would be melted down 
and sold for about 4/- an ounce; Oxley, Convict Maids, pp 49-50. Oxley valued eight silver spoons 
and two silver ladles at £4. 
36 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 26 April 1830; The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser and The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 1 
May 1830. For stealing silver plate, Joseph Lutman was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, 
was imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan, from 9 June 1830 to 5 October 1830, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the John I (3) in October 1830. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; 
and AOT Hobart, SC 32/3, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/28, 573 Joseph Lutman, John I 
(3), 28 January 1831. Lutman was a house servant and brewer from Knutsford, Cheshire. During his 
trial he was called 'an old offender'. He had been convicted before for stealing property and 
imprisoned for six months. His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk good and in the ship 
unknown In Van Diemen's Land he committed 24 offences against colonial regulations including 8 
for absence, 6 for routine discipline and 5 for absconding. On 17 June 1834 he was tried by the 
Supreme Court, Hobart, for 'robbing Patrick Jenkins on the King's Highway ofa key, a pair of 
handcuffs and a musket the property of the Crown', and was sentenced to an additional 7 years' 
transportation and sent to Port Arthur. During servitude he was punished with 1 admonishment, 7 
additional years, 70 months' hard labour, 14 days on the treadwheel, 38 days in solitary confinement 
and 195 lashes. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1842 and a conditional pardon on 14 January 
1845. On 21 January 1845 he was tried by the Supreme Court, Hobart, with receiving stolen 
property but was 'discharged by proclamation' 
37 John Brown was sentenced to one year's imprisonment in Lancaster Castle and Charles Barlow to 
seven years' transportation, sailing to New South Wales in July 1830 in the Royal Admiral (1) PRO 
London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27. 
38 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 24 October 1831 When 
indicted for receiving stolen property, Moses Benjamin was transferred from Birmingham to the 
Salford Hundred quarter sessions. He was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned 
in the hulk, Justitia, from December 1831 to 11 February 1832, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in 
the Katherine Stewart Forbes (2) in February 1832. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; 
and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/4-5, 1706 Moses Benjamin, Katherine 
Stewart Forbes (2), 16 July 1832. Benjamin was a labourer and tailor from Birmingham. There was 
no record of previous offences His conduct in gaol was indifferent and in the hulk and ship good. 
In Van Diemen's Land he committed 9 offences against colonial regulations. During servitude he 
was punished with 1 admonishment, 1 month's hard labour, 7 days on the treadwheel, 9 days in 
solitary confinement and 25 lashes He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1840 and a conditional 
pardon on 18 November 1842 which was extended to the Australian colonies in 1845 
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- in most cases house robberies involved the poor stealing from the poor. Norris told 

the 4 May 1829 sessions that 'no poor person could leave his cottage or his house, 

even for the shortest period, without the danger of its being broken in, and stripped 

of everything valuable it contained'. 39 

Such a theft was committed by Thomas Jones, a farm labourer from Halifax. 

When Nancy Siddall and John and James Knight of Manchester left their house door 

open at 4 am on their way to the markets, Jones took the opportunity to enter and 

steal four shirts, one pair of stockings and a coat.40 Similarly John Gordon a thirteen

year-old 'labouring boy' entered Henry Leach's dwelling house in Manchester during 

his absence and stole six silver spoons. 41 

The circumstances of these crimes supported one nineteenth-century view 

that much theft of household chattels was 'opportunistic' crime, that the criminals 

were 'occasional' offenders who stole 'under impulse' or 'an irresistible temptation42 

39 The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 9 May 1829. See also Emsley, Crime and Society in 
England, p 68; Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 43; and Jones, 'Crime and Police in 
Manchester', p 157 Emsley concluded that members of the working class were more likely to be 
victims of crime than those of the middle class; Robson found housebreaking to be a typically urban 
crime; and Jones observed that not only chattels were taken during this type of robbery but also 
house fixtures such as hinges, locks, taps, lead pipes, doors and windows. This theme of the poor 
stealing from other poor was repeated by Magistrate James Norris in addresses to grand juries at a 
number of Salford Hundred quarter sessions between 1828 and 183 7. 
40 Thomas Jones was later found in the British Fleet public house in Oldfield carrying most of the 
stolen goods LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 18 January 
1830, and The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 23 January 1830. 
For stealing wearing apparel, Thomas Jones was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan, from 27 February 1830 to 18 February 1831, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Argyle in March 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and 
AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/24, 522 Thomas Jones, Argyle, 3 August 1831. 
Jones was a farm labourer from Halifax, Yorkshire. There was no record of previous convictions. 
His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's 
Land he committed 2 offences: assault and pilfering wattle bark for which he was punished with 1 
admonishment and 6 months' hard labour He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1835 and a free 
certificate in 183 7. 
41 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 25 October 1830; and 
Addison, annotated copy of calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions, 25 October 
1830; The Manchester Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Liverpool General Advertiser, 
Saturday 30 October 1830. For stealing spoons, John Gordon was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Euryalus, from 7 December 1830 to 26 March 1832, and 
sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the England (2) in March 1832 PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 
and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/16, 846 John Gordon, England 
(2), 18 July 1832. Gordon was from Manchester and had been convicted before four times: stealing 
butter and imprisoned for fourteen days; stealing 5/- and imprisoned for one month; and twice for 
vagrancy. His conduct in gaol was unknown, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In Van 
Diemen' s Land he committed 19 offences against colonial regulations including 4 for absence and 4 
for neglect of work. During servitude he was punished with 2 reprimands, 1 admonishment, 5 
months' hard labour, 20 days on the tread wheel, 44 days in solitary confinement and 84 lashes. He 
was granted a free certificate in 1840. 
42 Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p. 56, and R Hughes, The Fatal Shore: A History of the 
Transportation of Convicts to Australia 1787-1868, London, Collins Harvill, 1987, p. 162, hereafter 
called Hughes, The Fatal Shore. 
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and that they were ordinary working-class people pressed into temporary minor 

crime by economic and social circumstances. 43 However in some cases when the 

circumstances of crimes and previous criminal conduct of offenders were examined, it 

became clear that many offences were committed by persistent re-off enders. 

Benjamin Stevens, John Gordon and Samuel Pugh were examples of habitual 

offenders. Stevens had been convicted four times by the age of seventeen, serving 

one month's imprisonment for vagrancy, fourteen days for stealing trousers, three 

months for stealing two silk handkerchiefs and three months for attempting to steal a 

box. His gaol report described him as 'bad'. In 1828 he broke into Henry Dunstan' s 

shop in Deans gate and stole 100 knives for which he was sentenced to fourteen 

years' transportation. During the voyage to Van Diemen's Land he was punished 

with eighteen lashes for misbehaviour. 

By the age of thirteen, John Gordon had been convicted and imprisoned four 

times - in February 1829 he was imprisoned for fourteen days for stealing butter, in 

March 1829 one month for stealing five shillings, in September 1829 three months 

for vagrancy and in April 1830 one month for vagrancy. In 1830 he was sentenced to 

seven years' transportation for stealing spoons and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in 

March 1832. 

Before his trial in May 1829 for stealing property from Thomas Sugden, 

Samuel Pugh had been imprisoned in the New Bailey for three months for vagrancy 

and convicted twice for felonies - stealing a coat for which he was imprisoned for six 

months and stealing brass candlesticks for which he served three months on the 

treadwheel. His gaol report described him as 'very bad'. At the May 1829 quarter 

sessions, Magistrate Norris told Pugh that though the jury 'had mercifully considered 

his case . . . he might rely upon it, if ever he was found guilty of felony again, he 

would most certainly be transported for life'. 44 Despite this warning Pugh appeared 

again at the 2 July 1831 quarter sessions with an accomplice, John Dakin, charged 

with stealing £2.1.3 from Messrs William Nell and Company, liquor merchants of 

Manchester. 

This robbery was effected with all the daring of practised thieves. At an early hour in 

the morning, they scaled a wall upwards often feet high, and broke into the premises 

43 Nicholas, Convict Workers, pp. 3-5 and 59-60; Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p. 141, and 
W Morrison, Crime and Its Causes, 1891, pp. 141-142, quoted in Tobias, Crime and Industrial 
Society, p 52. 
44 The Manchester Guardian and Wheelers Manchester Chronicle, Saturday 25 July 1829. 
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where they deliberately regaled themselves, and afterwards carried off all the money they 

could find. They were observed, however, by a watchman and speedily taken into 

custody. When conveyed to the lockups, the officer in attendance remarked that they 

were up early, when one of them impudently replied, 'Yes, we have been having some 

cake and wine'. They were all found guilty, and Pugh45 and Dakin46 proving old 

offenders, they were transported for life.47 

Though many larcenies in the Salford Hundred were opportunity crimes, on 

some occasions the circumstance of an offence and the method of execution 

demonstrated planned criminal activity. Norris told the 18 January 1830 quarter 

sessions: 

Gangs of two or three persons watch a house. They see the inhabitants leave it, and then 

break in and steal whatever is valuable This crime seems still to prevail, not 

withstanding the severity which has been used where parties have been convicted ofit. 48 

Deliberate planned professional criminal procedures were used by Thomas 

Wehby and Margaret Handlin when breaking and entering Samuel Dennis's house at 

Crumpsall. They had travelled to Crumpsall from central Manchester in daylight, 

watched the house, planned the break-in and knew their escape route. After dark 

45 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 4 July 1831, The Manchester 
Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Liverpool General Advertiser, Saturday 9 July 1831. 
For breaking, entering and stealing money, Samuel Pugh was sentenced to transportation for life, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 3 August 1831to24 October 1831, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Gilmore (I) in October 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, 
and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/35, 815 Samuel Pugh, Gilmore (1), 22 
March 1832 Pugh was a labourer from Manchester. He had been convicted before three times. 
stealing a coat and imprisoned for six months; stealing brass candlesticks and imprisoned for three 
months on the treadwheel; and imprisoned for three months for vagrancy. His conduct in gaol was 
very bad, in the hulk orderly and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 34 
offences against colonial regulations including 8 for drunkenness, 5 for disobedience and 5 for 
insolence. During servitude he was punished with fines totalling 22/-, 1 admonishment, 35 months' 
hard labour, 41 days on the treadwheel, 16 days in solitary confinement and 146 lashes. He was 
granted a ticket ofleave in 1841 and a conditional pardon on 31 October 1846. 
46 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 4 July 1831; The Manchester 
Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Liverpool General Advertiser, Saturday 9 July 1831. 
For breaking, entering and stealing money, John Dakin were sentenced to transportation for life, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 3 August 1831 to 14 February 1832, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Katherine Stewart Forbes (2) in February 1832. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, 
HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/10, 768 John Dakin, 
Katherine Stewart Forbes (2), 16 July 1832 Dakin was a labourer from Manchester. He had been 
convicted before five times. twice for warehouse breaking and imprisoned for twelve and four months; 
twice for suspicion of felony; and once for an unknown larceny His conduct in gaol was bad, in the 
hulk good and in the ship very bad. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 14 offences against 
colonial regulations including 6 for absence and absconding and 3 for misconduct He committed 3 
felonies - in June 1833 he absconded and stole' 1 hat value 5/-, 1 pair of boots 10/- the property of 
Thomas Brither, and 1 pair of boots the property ofDavid Carmody' for which he was sentenced to 
hard labour at Port Arthur for 3 years; and in September 1833 he 'purloined government tools for the 
purpose of aiding him in his escape from the settlement at Port Arthur' and was punished with 50 
lashes. During servitude he was punished with 2 admonishments, 3 additional years, 6 months' hard 
labour and 130 lashes. On 10 April 1845 he was shot and killed 'whilst committing a burglary'. 
47 The Manchester Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Liverpool General Advertiser, 
Saturday 9 July 1831. 
48 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 23 January 1830. 
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'they contrived to enter through a window' even though Mrs Dennis had 'locked up 

so well' she was able to tell the court, 'I knew my house was safe'. At 4 am she 

found a window open and on inspection discovered that a shirt, a pair of stockings, a 

reticule, a pair of shoes and a number of kitchen articles had bt:e11 tak.t.:11. Tht:1t: wt:rt: 

marks of a female foot in the garden. 

A witness, William Thompson, told the quarter sessions: 

I saw the two prisoners in Job Siddal's field, about a quarter before six on the morning 

of the 11 th. Wehby got over the hedge, and then Handlin gave him a basket. She 

followed; and they went on together towards Manchester He afterwards gave her the 

basket. I spoke to the man, and asked him where he worked. After we had walked 

some distance I suspected them, and I went and told John Rawson We followed and 

overtook them in Angel-street [in the Angel Meadow criminal area]. Rawson asked 

him what he had got in his basket, and Wehby replied that he had some meat. Rawson 

insisted on taking him into custody; and Wehby struck him and got away. We then 

took the woman, and gave her and the basket to Henry Bailey, the Constable.49 

Some stolen clothing from three robberies committed the previous night were 

found in Margaret Handlin's basket. Constable Bailey told the court that Wehby 

was 'head of a gang who had committed at least one hundred robberies in Cheetham 

and the neighbourhood' though Norris could find no account of any previous 

convictions against Web by in his magistrate's book. The petit jury found Web by 

guilty; Norris said he should be transported for life but the law allowed him 'to 

transport Wehby for seven years only' because he had not been convicted before at 

quarter sessions of a felony. 50 

In general, theft of household and kitchen chattels signified a widespread 

scavenging by thieves of small amounts of anything available whenever an 

opportunity arose. Most was stolen during non-violent house robberies and usually 

involved the poor stealing from other poor. In most cases of larceny, articles were of 

low intrinsic value, some were inferior trivia while others were of practical use and 

readily tradeable for small sums of money because of that usefulness. In a few cases 

the robberies were planned, organised and skilfully executed by professional thieves, 

sometimes working in gangs. 51 

49 The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 25 July 1829. 
50 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 18 January 1830, and The 
Manchester Guardian, Saturday 25 July 1829. Thomas Wehby was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation and sent to the General Penitentiary, Millbank; Chambers, Criminal Petitions Index 
Part I, 1819-1839, p. 67. Though Margaret Handlin had been convicted twice before offelony, the 
petit jury acquitted her because evidence was given that she may have met Wehby after the robbery. 
51 Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, pp. 52-62, 97-121and251-255; and W Morrison, Crime 
and Its Causes, 1891, pp. 141-142, quoted in Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p. 52. 
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Stealing personal effects and jewellery 

Personal effects were possessions which people generally carried with them 

such as keys, umbrellas, ladies' fans and watches, or used in private or personal 

circumstances such as snuffboxes, wax seals and spectacles. Jewellery is examined 

separately because of its high intrinsic value and indisputable attractiveness to 

thieves. 

Men committed 517 of the 617 offences involving theft of personal effects, a 

participation rate of 83.8 percent, considerably higher than the overall male rate of 

79. 8 percent for all offences. They stole small quantities of a variety of personal 

possessions - watches, keys, knives, bags, umbrellas and money - sometimes by 

violence. The most frequently stolen articles were watches probably because they 

were valuable, could be easily picked from pockets and were readily tradeable. 

A watch like a tightly-furled umbrella was a badge of distinction. Most men 

of wealth carried one in a fob pocket on display with 'ornamental strings of seals and 

small geegaws' attached to a chain of gold or silver. 52 They were easily stolen by 

pickpockets or during street robberies and were mostly taken as single items. For 

example when walking late at night through a laneway in Hulme, Thomas Garbutt 

was attacked by James Gatland and Hugh Roscoe and relieved of his watch. After 

'beating and robbing' Garbutt, the two thieves escaped into a maze of dark streets. 

Garbutt gave chase and arrested them when they ran down a blind alley and were 

trapped against the cavalry barracks' wall. 53 

Types of personal effects and jewellery, the quantities stolen and the 

numbers of offences committed by males and females are given in Figure 10-6. 

52 Pool, Facts qf Daily Life in Nineteenth-Century Enl(land, p. 217. 
53 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 April 1832; and The 
Manchester Guardian, Saturday 14 April 1832. For stealing a watch and money from the person, 
James Gatland alias James Coupe was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in 
the hulk, Leviathan, from 18 May 1832 to 24 September 1832, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in 
the Georgiana (2) in September 1832. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT 
Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31116, 875 James Gatland, Georgiana (2), 1 February 
1833 Gatland was a labourer from Blackbum. He had been convicted twice before: stealing apples 
and imprisoned for fourteen days; and street robbery and imprisoned for twelve months in Lancaster 
Castle and once whipped. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship orderly. In 
Van Diemen's Land he committed 25 offences against colonial regulations most for drunkenness, 
disorderly conduct and absence. He committed 3 felonies: 'having a counterfeit dollar in his 
possession' and sentenced to 12 months' hard labour; suspicion of stealing when in a road party and 
reprimanded, and having a skeleton key in his possession and sentenced to 3 months' hard labour in 
chains. During servitude he was punished with 2 reprimands, 1 admonishment, 23 months' hard 
labour, 4 hours in the stocks, 31 days on the treadwheel, 19 days in solitary confinement and 50 
lashes. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1842 and a free certificate in 1846. 
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Figure 10-6: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions -Personal Effects and Jewellery 

Listed in Indictments 1828-1837 

Personal Effects and Jewellery Quantity Offences Males Females 

oersonal effects 

banking book 1 1 1 0 

book 397 82 66 16 

cane 4 2 2 0 

cards (playmg)_ card pack card case 8 6 5 1 

eve glass 2 2 2 0 

fan 2 2 2 0 

flask 1 1 1 0 

kev (not watch kev) 82 26 24 2 

letter 4 4 4 0 

oawn ticket 1 1 1 0 

pencil case 13 4 3 1 

p1pe (tobacco) 3 120 3 3 0 

razor 63 9 8 1 

reticule 6 6 5 1 

seal wax 17 8 7 1 

snuff box canister 15 15 15 0 

spectacles nr 6 6 5 1 

tobacco box 6 6 5 1 

tobacco stopper 1 1 1 0 

umbrella 72 46 36 10 

umbrella handles 500 1 1 0 

walking stick 1 1 1 0 

watch 527 344 280 64 

- watch case and unard 3 3 3 0 

- watch chain 13 13 12 1 

-watch kev 15 6 6 0 

- watch seal 52 17 17 0 

w1g 1 1 1 0 

total personal effects 4.993 617 517 100 

iewellerv: 

amulet 3 1 1 0 

beads coral oearl (set) 12 5 1 4 

bracelet 6 4 1 3 

breast pin 5 4 2 2 

broach 19 9 7 2 

chain gold 7 7 7 0 

comb (tortoise shell) 10 2 0 2 

ear rings or 27 16 7 9 

locket 3 3 1 2 

medal I 1 1 0 

necklace 7 6 I 5 

ring 21 16 3 13 

shirt stud 2 1 1 0 

total iewellery 123 75 33 42 
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Overall men committed 81 percent of all offences of stealing watches and 

women 19 percent. 54 All except one of women's thefts were of a single watch -

circumstances which could be explained as robberies by prostitutes from clients. 

In the Salford Hundred theft of jewellery was infrequent and was mostly 

stolen as a single item or in small quantities. On thirty-seven occasions there were 

combinations of jewellery taken with other property such as wearing apparel, 

money, cloth or household chattels. Mary Mone for example stole two gloves, a 

piece of ribbon, an apron, a reticule, three pairs of scissors, two lady's caps and a 

pair of 'bracelets' from Mary Grundy at Bury in June 1835.55 

Figure 10-6 lists the types and quantities of stolen jewellery shown in 

indictments at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions between 1828 and 1837. This 

demonstrates that stealing jewellery was a woman's crime - forty-two of the 

seventy-five offences involved women, a participation rate of 56 percent, more than 

two and a half times the female rate of20.2 percent for all offences. Oxley 

commented on the frequency of women's involvement saying jewellery was 

attractive because it was small, valuable, easily taken, easily concealed and able to be 

pawned readily. 56 Occasionally men stole jewellery-Thomas Williams entered 

Henry Wilson's watchmaker's shop in Manchester and snatched a tray filled with 

jewellery from the window display, getting away with two seals, a key and other 

pieces. When chased into the street Williams hurled the stolen property to a waiting 

accomplice. 57 

There were no thefts of large amounts of commercially saleable jewellery and 

only one recorded case of the theft at the one time of a variety of items. In June 

54 0xley calculated that a stolen watch worth about 10/- fetched 5/3 when sold; Oxley, Convict Maids, 
p. 50 
55 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 31 August 183 5. Mary 
Mone was sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
56 Oxley, Convict Maids, p. 47. 
57 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 September 1833; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 7 September 1833. For stealing 
jewellery, Thomas Williams was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the 
hulk, Justitia, from 1 October 1833 to 20 March 1834, and sailed to Van Diemen' s Land in the John 
Barry (3) in April 1834. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, 
Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/47, 1795 Thomas Williams, John Barry (3), 11 August 1834. 
Williams was a labourer from Ireland. He had been convicted before three times: housebreaking and 
imprisoned for three months, stealing cloth from a shop and imprisoned for six months; and 
suspicion of committing a felony. His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk orderly and in the 
ship indifferent. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 3 offences against colonial regulations - 'out 
after hours and being with another man who made his escape', 'having 2 empty bottles in his 
possession' and 'disorderly conduct', for which he was punished with 1 reprimand and 10 days in 
solitary confinement. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1838 and a free certificate in 1844. 
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1829 an unknown thief stole from Joseph Waterhouse's 'hairdresser and jewellery' 

shop in Ducie Place, Market Street, Manchester, five tortoise-shell combs, two silver 

pencil cases, two thimbles, three silver butter knives, one pair of bracelets, some 

beads and other jewellery to the value of £150. Later some was found hidden in 

cupboards, boxes and parcels in Joseph Masper' s room in Tib Street, Ancoats, by 

Joseph Worthington the beadle, and five tortoise-shell combs were found in the 

possession of Elizabeth Coyle who had offered to sell them to Mr Watson's 

hairdressing shop in Market Street. Watson suspecting the combs to be stolen kept 

Coyle in conversation while his assistant went for Waterhouse who identified the 

property as his. Coyle was taken into custody by the beadle. 58 At Coyle's trial 

Magistrate Norris told the court that there was a 'marked difference between Coyle 

and Masper' - she had been influenced by 'a very bad husband, who had partly 

compelled her to the commission of this act' whereas Masper knowingly received 

stolenjewellery.59 

During the whole of the period from 1828 to 1837 stealing jewellery was of 

no great significance in the Salford Hundred. Little was stolen, women were the main 

offenders and like much theft in the Salford Hundred jewellery was usually taken in 

single items or bits and pieces in random robberies. 

Stealing commodities, metal and tools 

In the nineteenth century the cotton industry dominated economic activity in 

the Salford Hundred to such an extent that it would be reasonable to expect that 

offences not directly associated with cotton would be comparatively infrequent. 60 

However between 1828 and 1837 there were many such unrelated offences - 1,155 

indictments at quarter sessions for stealing tools, metal and commodities. These 

involved large quantities of property - 1,329 tools of eighty different types, 15,869 

pounds weight and 284 pieces of stolen metal, 1,510 pounds weight of coal and 

58 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; Wheeler's 
Manchester Chronicle and The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 25 July 1829. Elizabeth Coyle was 
sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
59 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; Wheeler's 
Manchester Chronicle and The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 25 July 1829 Joseph Masper was 
sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulks, Dolphin and Cumberland, 
from 23 August 1829 to 4 August 1830, and was transported to New South Wales. PRO London, 
HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27 
60 Spinning, weaving and finishing of cotton goods were major industries in the Salford Hundred 
though there were some regional differences such as fine spinning in Manchester, coarse spinning in 
Oldham and woollen manufacture in Rochdale; Howe, The Cotton Masters, pp. 3-4. 
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1,868 pounds weight of hay. 

Stealing tools, metal and commodities was a consequence of 'other' 

commercial and industrial activity operating in combination with the cotton industry. 

There were seven general groups of these 'other' industries: non-cotton textiles, 

textile support, small ware, engineering, commodities, transport and marketing. 61 

'Non-cotton textiles' involved the woollen, silk and flax industries; textile support 

included dyeing, bleaching and printing; and small ware the production of buttons, 

ribbons, laces, twines, beads, banding, binding, bobbinet, yam, hat trimmings, tapes, 

inkles (linen tape), filletings (square net), brace-webs and fringes. 62 These specialist 

and support industries were sources for the theft of products very different from 

cotton fabric. 

Between 1828 and 1837 there was a strong and constant demand for heavy 

metal fabrication in the Salford Hundred. This was a consequence of the expanded 

use of machinery for manufacturing cotton goods, particularly after 1820 when there 

was an acceleration in the shift from cottage handloom weaving to factory machine 

weaving. As mills and factories used more machinery there followed an increased 

demand for machine making, machine repair and maintenance. A large heavy industry 

arose involving metal fabrication, metal casting, forging of machine tools, casting of 

iron work used in the structure of mills, steam engine fabrication and assembling, 

casting and turning of mill gearing, and after 1830 the manufacturing of locomotives. 

Hand in hand with this growth in machine making and metal fabrication was general 

engineering such as the construction of mills, factories and iron foundries, and the 

provision of utilities to drive the mills - steam boilers, gasworks, timber yards and 

sawmills. These expanding industries led to an abundance of small articles which 

were attractive to thieves; of these, tools were particularly tempting.63 

Engineering enterprises employed a large number of workers and a wide 

variety of mechanics - turners, fitters, moulders, plumbers, blacksmiths, machine 

makers and industrial specialists like Charles Mouncey a metal worker who broke 

into Mellor's Manchester workshop through the roof and stole a quantity of 

61 Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', p. 145. Jones emphasised the economic importance of 
Manchester as the 'trading heart of the great north-western cotton district' and as an 'important centre' 
for the woollen, worsted, engineering and chemical industries. Engels pointed to the expansion of 
the textile industry as a cause of the growth of industries unconnected with textiles in Manchester; 
Engels, The Condition qf the WorkinK Class, pp. 19-20. 
62 G Linnaeus Banks, The Manchester Man, Manchester, 1896, reprint Bury, Book Clearance Centre, 
1997, p 133, hereafter called Linnaeus Banks, The Manchester Man. 
63 Kidd, Manchester, pp. 21 and 25-30. 
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castings, brass taps and copper. 'A watchman saw him walking in the street with a 

bundle on his head, examined the bundle and found brass so he took him to the 

lockups'. 64 Many workers in engineering shops were multi-skilled like James 

Crossley from Rochdale who was a carpenter, joiner, turner and machine maker, and 

who stole a dozen four-inch files from his master. 65 

'Commodities' were consumer goods bought and sold in bulk such as coal, 

rope, hides, nails, sacks, hay and timber. There were so many different tradeable 

articles that commodities were an extensive source of attractive items for thieves -

Robert Tunstall for example stole 220 pounds weight oftallow,66 Mary Downes 200 

corks67 and Charles Martin a one-pound tin of stove blacking. 68 

The transport industry was a vital part of the industrial and commercial 

system in the Salford Hundred. Bulk raw materials, commodities, heavy machinery 

and metals had to be imported into the Salford Hundred and the finished goods 

exported. There were roads, canals, wharves, barges, wagons, carts, packhorses and a 

railway system. Between 1828 and 1837 the internal road carriage of commodities 

like baled cotton, hay, timber, grain, stone for mill construction and coal for steam 

engines to and from warehouses, factories and wharves was mostly by horse-drawn 

64 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 19 July 1830; and The 
Manchester Guardian, Saturday, 24 July 1830. For stealing castings of copper and brass, Charles 
Mouncey was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, 
from 10 August 1839 to 7 June 1831, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Larkins (3) in June 
1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 
and Con 31/30, 891 Charles Mouncey, Larkins (3), 19 October 1831. Mouncey was a labourer from 
Wales. He had been convicted before five times: stealing cheese and bacon and imprisoned for six 
months; and imprisoned on three occasions for larceny and attempting to commit a felony. His 
conduct in gaol and hulk was bad and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 10 
offences against colonial regulations including 3 for neglect of work, and for 'not coming out of the 
sleeping ward in proper time' for which he was given 20 lashes; and 1 felony - 'stealing a quantity of 
his master Mr Youle' s oats' for which he was tried by the Supreme Court, Hobart, on 23 June 1836 
and acquitted. During servitude he was punished with 16 months' hard labour and 70 lashes. He 
was granted a ticket ofleave in 1842 and a conditional pardon on 24 May 1842. 
65 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 27 August 1832. For 
obtaining twelve files by false pretences, James Crossley alias James Chadwick was sentenced to 
seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Ganymede, from September 1832 to 24 
December 1832, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Jupiter in December 1832. PRO London, 
HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/7, 1524 
James Crossley, Jupiter, 28 May 1832. Crossley was a carpenter and joiner from Rochdale He had 
been convicted before three times: obtaining leather by false pretences and imprisoned for three 
months, stealing shoes and imprisoned for twelve months; and stealing leather and imprisoned for 
twelve months. On the Jupiter he was suspected of stealing and flogged. His conduct in gaol was 
indifferent, in the hulk good and in the ship very bad In Van Diemen's Land he committed 1 
offence in June 1839 - 'being absent from quarterly muster, admonished to pay cost of summons 5d'. 
66 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 April 1832. Robert 
Tunstall was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
67 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 22 May 1837. Mary 
Downes was sentenced to nine months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
68 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 21 January 1828. Charles 
Martin was sentenced to nine months' imprisonment in the New Bailey and to be twice whipped. 
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wagons and carts. 69 Transport companies carried a countless number of different 

articles which were easily stolen,70 some commonplace such as a ladder stolen from 

the Canal Navigation Company of Manchester by William Stopford,71 others valuable 

like the bale of cotton stolen by Joseph Iloffumn from the Livef puul and Manchester 

Railway Company.72 

Stealing from carts in the streets occurred frequently, sometimes accompanied 

by the aggravating circumstance ofviolence.73 Thomas Farral114 and Thomas 

Brannigan75 

robbed Widow Johnson' s wagon on the road to Liverpool at midnight using violence 

on the carter, Joseph Owen. Watchman James Diggles stated that Brannigan (who 

had before been convicted) was a man of notorious character; and that both the 

69 One example of the importance of road transport was that in 1836 one-third of the Salford 
Hundred's coal supply was moved by horse-drawn wagons, Kidd, Manchester, pp. 32-33. 
70 Theft on canals occurred frequently in the Salford Hundred because of the large quantity of goods 
transported on barges between Manchester, Leeds, Birmingham and Liverpool. Emsley noted that 
there was 'continuous pilferage on the canals. The boatmen removed cloth, ironmongery, liquor, 
sugar, tea, indeed anything that could be turned to their own use or sold off to a receiver'. The 
replacement of canals by railways meant that this pilferage continued, much of it simply changing 
location from barges to goods trains; Emsley, Crime and Society in Enf(land, pp. 113-114. 
71 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 July 1832. William 
Stopford was sentenced to one year's imprisonment in Lancaster Castle. 
72 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 24 October 1831. Joseph 
Hoffinan was sentenced to one year's imprisonment in Lancaster Castle. 
73 Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', pp. 145 and 156. Jones combined stealing from carts 
with larceny from carriages, markets, shops, stalls, canals and railways, and observed that stealing 
property was the most common form of crime in Manchester 
74 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 16 April 1831. For stealing 500 
yards of cloth during a highway robbery, Thomas Farrall was sentenced to seven years' transportation, 
was imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, from 20 May 1831 to 5 July 1831, and sailed to Van Diemen's 
Land in the Strathfieldsay (I) in July 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and 
AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/14, 503 Thomas Farrall, Strathfieldsay (1), 15 
November 1831. Farrall was a ploughman from Manchester. He had been convicted before twice for 
assault and imprisoned for six and nine months His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and 
in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 3 offences against colonial regulations: 
in October 1832 being 'absent, drunk, assaulting and beating his fellow servant, threatening to stab 
the overseer', and was sentenced to 6 months' hard labour in chains. In December 183 2 he 
committed a felony - 'attempting to appropriate money entrusted to him by another' and was given 
25 lashes. 
75 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 16 April 1831. For stealing 500 
yards of cloth during a highway robbery, Thomas Brannigan was sentenced to fourteen years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 19 May 1831 to 14 July 1831, and 
sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Lord Lyndoch (1) in July 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 
11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/ 2, 1627 Thomas Brannigan, 
Lord Lyndoch (J), 18 November 1831. Brannigan was a labourer from Manchester. He had been 
indicted twice: stealing pieces of gingham and acquitted; and stealing potatoes and sentenced to two 
months' imprisonment His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In 
Van Diemen's Land he committed 9 offences against colonial regulations including 4 for 
drunkenness, and one felony - stealing a sheep for which he was sentenced to 12 months' hard labour. 
During servitude he was punished with 1 reprimand, 1 admonishment, 37 months' hard labour, 3 
hours in the stocks and 3 days in solitary confinement. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1839. On 
21 July 1843 'as a result ohhis man's good conduct in assisting to capture two absentees, His 
Excellency directed that his sentence be remitted'. He was granted a free certificate in 1845. 
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prisoners offered the most violent and determined resistance to their apprehension. 76 

The most frequent stealing of property from carts occurred in the streets. In 

1834 Hugh Ladlee a carter of Manchester collected a truss (bundle) of two pieces of 

flannel in wrappering from a warehouse and placed it in his cart to take to the 

'Station House'. When he arrived in High Street near Piccadilly he noticed that the 

truss was missing from the tray of his cart. A passing woman said she saw a man 

named Brown nearby with a large bundle on his back so Ladlee gave chase calling 

'stop thief. Brown dropped the truss and ran into Turner Street where he was 

caught and taken to the lockups. At the 6 January 1834 sessions Brown was 

acquitted of this offence because the name 'Liverpool and Manchester Railway 

Company was wrongly stated' by the prosecution as 'the railway company' .77 

'Marketing' was an important end product of all the industrial and 

commercial activity of the Salford Hundred. It involved the packaging of textile 

products and their distribution to warehouses where they were stored and sold - a 

critical point in the distribution of finished goods because purchasers came to 

warehouses to inspect and buy. Most of this commercial activity occurred in 

Manchester where there were so many warehouses stocked with goods for sale that 

'an accurate description would be a warehouse town with mills'. 78 Factory towns 

such as Ashton-under-Lyne, Oldham and Blackbum were 'wholly mill towns', most 

of their products being transported to Manchester for sale.79 

As a result of this concentration of finished products, warehouses were 

particularly attractive places for thieves and many of the more serious thefts were 

committed in them. Ginswick identified Manchester as a distinct example of this 

attractiveness: 

The warehousing system, from the value and portable nature of of the property left lying 

about in great ranges of rooms, was to a certain degree prolific oftheft.80 

One example of stealing from a warehouse was the offence by Thomas 

Hayes, William Raby and John Brown who broke into Thomas Dean's warehouse in 

76 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 16 April 1831. 
11 Central Library Manchester, magistrates' notes epiphany quarter sessions 1834, and LRO Preston, 
calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 6 January 1834. High Street and Turner 
Street are in District Five in central Manchester not far from the criminal area in Angel Meadow. 
78 Kidd, Manchester, pp 21-32. In 1815 Cannon Street, Manchester, had fifty-seven warehouses 
providing merchandising space for 106 traders; and in 1825 there were 1,819 warehouses in 
Manchester. 
79 Kidd, Manchester, pp. 24-28 
80 J Ginswick ( ed), Labour and the Poor in England and Wales, Volume 1, London, Frank Cass, 
1883, p. 39, quoted in Emsley, Crime and Society, pp. 88-89. 
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Deansgate, forcing open drawers with a crowbar and stealing nine lengths of printed 

calico, some wearing apparel and other articles. They hid the stolen property in a 

cellar nearby but were arrested when it was discovered. At quarter sessions they 

received the 'worst of characters from the police' and were sentenced to 

transportation. 81 

Stealing commodities 

Commodities were bulk commercial goods used in warehouses, factories and 

mills as raw materials or for general consumption in the wider society. 82 Some 

commodities were integral to the functioning of the industrial and commercial 

economy in the Salford Hundred such as coal, hay, timber, acid and dyes; others like 

candles, hops and firewood were used in the consumer economy. Textile industries 

required an extensive support system such as factories for dyeing, bleaching and 

printing. Specialist calico printing was done in Manchester, Blackburn and 

Stockport, bleaching was mostly done in Bolton and wool cleaning and processing in 

Rochdale. These enterprises required the support of a chemical industry - the 

bleaching trade needed alkalis and chlorine, and dyeing works needed a supply of 

prussiate of potash, verdigris, vitriol, dye wood and madder. 83 These specialist 

industries provided another source of theft for products very different from the 

spinning and weaving of textiles. 

Figure 10-7 shows the types and the quantities of commodities which were 

listed in indictments at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions between 182 8 and 183 7. 

81 Thomas Hayes and William Raby were each sentenced to fourteen years' transportation and 
imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 20 February 1830. Hayes was transported to New South 
Wales on 17 April 1830 and Raby died in the hulk, Cumberland, on 23 April 1830; PRO London, 
HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27. John Brown was sentenced to seven years' transportation. LRO 
Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 18 January 1830; The Manchester 
Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 23 January 
1830 Brown was imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 20 February 1830 to 23 April 1830, 
and sailed to VanDiemen's Land in the David Lyon in April 1830. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 
11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/4, 1360 John Brown, David 
Lyon, 18 August 1830. Brown was a ploughman and weaver from Pilkington. He had been 
convicted before of assault and fined 22/-. His conduct in gaol was unknown, in the hulk orderly and 
in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 2 offences - in 1832 'at the orphan 
school about 5 lbs of sugar having been found in his bed and unable to give a satisfactory answer' for 
which he was sentenced to 6 months' hard labour, and in 1840 he was admonished for missing 
church muster He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1840 and a free certificate in 1846 
82 Howe, The Cotton Masters, p. 2. In 1835 there were 1,835 mills in Lancashire; of these, 676 were 
cotton mills, ninety-nine were woollen mills, eight were worsted mills, nineteen were flax mills and 
twenty-two were silk mills. The trade in commodities to support these mills with basic materials 
was extensive. 
83 Howe, The Cotton Masters, pp. 1-2, and Kidd, Manchester, pp. 18, 21and32. 
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Figure 10-7: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Commodities Listed in Indictments 

Commodity Quantity Indictments Male Female 

alum lb 200 1 1 0 
blacking lb 1 1 1 0 

black lead foraohite) lb 40 2 0 2 

bristles lb 8 1 1 0 

bricks 1.000 1 1 0 

candle lb 67 8 7 1 

coal lb 1 510 11 10 1 

corks 600 3 2 1 

cochineal lb 8 2 2 0 

dve wood lb 200 2 2 0 

glass (niece) 348 8 8 0 

hair lb 8 1 1 0 

hav m a truss 20 16 16 0 

hav lb 1 868 5 5 0 

hooslb 52 3 3 0 

indigo lb 56 7 7 0 

leather lb 329 12 11 1 

leather hide (niece) 552 26 21 5 

lime lb 50 1 1 0 
madder fred dve) in a cask 4 2 2 0 

meal wheat (sack) 11 7 7 0 

nail. tack brad ( auantitv) 18 9 8 1 

needle 1.200 2 2 0 

oats ( auantitv) 21 7 7 0 

oil (gallon) 56 9 9 0 

oaoer <ream) 23 13 10 3 

oaoer (orint) vd 104 11 11 0 

orussiate of ootash lb 60 2 2 0 

rabbit skin 13 1 0 1 

rhubarb <oure:ative) ounce 3 1 1 0 

rooe lb 1.437 15 15 0 

rope (piece) 6 5 5 0 

rooevd 560 10 10 0 

rubber india (bottle) 2 2 2 0 

sack 69 44 43 1 

shellac lb 30 2 2 0 

slate lb 414 4 4 0 

straw lb 224 2 2 0 

tallow lb 390 5 5 0 

tartaric acid 7 1 1 0 

timber board lath 89 30 30 0 

timber feet 318 12 12 0 

twine <ball) 51 2 2 0 

verdigris (pi!!ment) lb 70 2 2 0 

vitriol (acid) in a carbov 5 1 1 0 

vitriol froman) lb 10 1 1 0 

willow stick 200 1 1 0 

wood lb 88 1 1 0 

total 315 298 17 
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Of 313 offences, men were involved in 296 or 94. 5 percent, a considerably 

higher rate than the 79.8 percent for all offences. Women rarely stole commodities 

probably because mostly men and not women were employed in industries which 

handled them. 

There was a surprisingly small number of thefts of commodities despite the 

continuous flow of attractive bulk goods into and out of the Salford Hundred. Hay, 

coal, leather, paper, rope, sacks and timber were the most frequently stolen, some 

being taken in large quantities such as 100 stone weight of hay by Thomas 

Cartwright from John Slater, 84 2,000 nails by John Simister from Thomas Pricketts85 

and 100 pounds of dye wood by John Cooper and Alexander Killgrass from Joshua 

Turner.86 However most commodities were stolen in small amounts - William Wall 

took one piece of timber from Thomas Bache87 and Samuel Wright one sack from 

Thomas Walmsley and Company. 88 

Some offences involved small quantities of expensive products - five carboys 

of vitriol stolen by John Perry from Christopher Grimshaw;89 eight pounds weight of 

bristles by John Mayo from his master, Thomas Shaw;90 and four pounds weight of 

indigo by John Dynes91 from his masters, James Hall and Company of Manchester. 

Dynes hid the indigo in a bag in the mill's soap house and when it was discovered, a 

84 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 3 July 1837. Thomas 
Cartwright was sentenced to one year's imprisonment in Lancaster Castle. Fourteen pounds equalled 
one stone, so this load of hay weighed 1,400 pounds. 
85 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 13 April 1835. John 
Simister was sentenced to seven days' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
86 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 24 February 1834. John 
Cooper and Alexander Killgrass were sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey 
87 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 21 January 1828 William 
Wall was sentenced to fourteen days' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
88 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 3 July 1837. This bill was 
cut by the grand jury and Samuel Wright was discharged. 
89 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 24 October 1831. John 
Perry was sentenced to one month's imprisonment in the New Bailey. A carboy was a globular 
bottle used to carry sulphuric acid (vitriol). 
90 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 25 October 1830. John 
Mayo was sentenced to one year's imprisonment in Lancaster Castle. 
91 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 19 July 1830; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancash1re General Advertiser, Saturday 24 July 1830. For stealing 
indigo, John Dynes was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, York, 
from 25 August 183 0 to 18 February 1831, and sailed to Van Diemen' s Land in the Argyle in March 
1831 PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 
and Con 31/10, 685 John Dynes, Argyle, 3 August 1831. Dynes was a miller from Hertfordshire but 
lived with his wife in Manchester. He had been convicted before for receiving stolen indigo and 
imprisoned for six months. His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk good and in the ship 
unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 6 offences against colonial regulations - twice for 
striking his overseer; three times for drunkenness; and for using obscene language During servitude 
he was punished with 1 reprimand and 10 days in solitary confinement. He was granted a ticket of 
leave in 1835. 
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watch was kept. Dynes was seen collecting the stolen indigo and arrested when 

leaving the mill carrying it in his basket. 

Stealing tools 

Stealing tools was a frequent offence in the Salford Hundred though 

surprisingly few useful small tools such as hammers, axes, mallets, picks and rakes 

were taken. There was difficulty in determining whether tools were stolen from 

places of employment by workers or from households during general scavenging 

robberies. Examples of the first type were the thefts of three steel hackles (warp 

wires) by Peter Doherty from Charles Jump's Manchester mill92 and 'one block 

mould, ten wooden scales, ten patterns and ten pounds weight of metal' by John 

Arthur Bostock from his employers, Messrs Renn and Boston, organ makers of 

Manchester. 

For sometime past, Renn and Boston had missed various articles, and the prisoner was 

at length discovered to be the thief Some patterns were found upon his person, and at 

his lodgings a great quantity of moulds, organ pipes, metal, etc were discovered It was 

also ascertained that he had constructed an organ at Altringham, of the materials he had 

stolen from his employers. These depredations had been conducted for a year and a 

half 93 

Examples of the second type of theft were those by a convicted rapist James 

Windle94 who stole a hammer, a trowel, a coat, a pair of shoes and a hat from Robert 

Newton's house at Ashton-under-Lyne, and by John Lloyd an 'idle and dirty 

92 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 24 October 1831. Peter 
Doherty was sentenced to one month's imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
93 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 16 April 1831. For stealing tools, 
John Bostock was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan, 
from 2 June 1831to24September1831 and transported to New South Wales in the Asia I (6). PRO 
London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27 
94 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 10 January 1831; Addison, 
annotated copy of calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions, 10 January 1831; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 15 January 1831. For stealing a 
coat, hat, hammer and towel, James Windle was sentenced to two terms each of seven years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 7 January 1831 to 7 June 1831, and 
sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Larkins (3) in June 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 
and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/46, 1273 James Windle, Larkins 
(3), 19 October 1831. Windle had been convicted before twice stealing tools at Bradford and 
imprisoned for three months; and rape, his sentence of death commuted to three years' imprisonment 
His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk orderly and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's 
Land he committed 16 offences against colonial regulations including 6 for drunkenness and 3 for 
absence; and 1 felony - 'gross misconduct in having a counterfeit cheque in his possession' for which 
he was sentenced to 3 months' hard labour. During servitude he was punished with 1 reprimand, 2 
admonishments, 24 months' hard labour and 9 days in solitary confinement. In 1835 he was granted 
a ticket of leave and in 1845 a free certificate. 
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labouring boy' who stole a hammer, a pair of pincers and a pair of tongs from Mrs 

Marshall's dwelling house in Manchester. 95 

Generally theft from an industrial enterprise was identified by the name of a 

company or organisation being written in the indictment, such as John Bustard's 

theft of two planks and one ladder from the 'Commissioners for Watch and Lighting 

and Regulating the Town ofManchester'96 and Samuel Wright's theft of one sack 

from 'Thomas Walmsley and Company'.97 Though most indictments recorded the 

stolen articles as the property of one person, often a business partnership could be 

assumed when the indictment listed more than one owner. Joseph Dawson stole one 

chisel and one saw from a workshop in Manchester belonging to 'William and John 

Tongue' probably relatives in partnership;98 and Henry Porter and William Singleton 

broke into a workshop owned by 'George Race and another' at Pendleton and stole 

one saw. 99 In some instances there were a number of tenants with different 

businesses in one building, as was the case when Henry Hammersley stole a total of 

eight planes, one saw and one carpenter's square from six different joiners in one 

building in Manchester in 1832.100 In general it was difficult to detennine the 

proportion of tools stolen from industrial enterprises and that from private 

households. Figures 10-8 (1) and 10-8 (2) list the types and quantity of tools stolen 

and the numbers of offences committed by males and females. 

95 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 13 April 1835. For stealing 
tools, John Lloyd was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, 
Euryalus, from 31May1835 to 21November1836, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Francis 
Charlotte (2) in December 1836, PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, 
SC 32/11, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/25, 1060 John Lloyd, Franc1s Charlotte (2), l 5 
May 1837. Lloyd was a thirteen-year-old labouring boy from Manchester. He had been convicted 
before seven times (which he denied) and imprisoned twice for stealing handkerchiefs. His conduct in 
gaol was very bad, in the hulk indifferent and in the ship very bad. In Van Diemen's Land he 
committed 56 offences: 21 against colonial regulations and 32 against institutional regulations at 
Point Puer and 3 felonies. In October 1834 he was punished with 100 lashes for 'telling the overseer 
in the presence of the Superintendent that he would cut his bloody head off'; in 1840 he was 
sentenced to 20 days in solitary confinement for 'having tobacco, strong suspicion of being stolen', 
and on 26 March 1844 he was tried by the Supreme Court, Oatlands, for 'assaulting William 
Harrison with intent to steal a watch' and was sentenced to transportation for life. During servitude 
he was punished with I reprimand, 25 additional years, 45 months' hard labour, 147 days in solitary 
confinement and 232 lashes. 
96 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 22 May 1837 John Bustard 
was sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
97 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 3 July 1837. This 
indictment for stealing one sack was cut by the grand jury and Samuel Wright was discharged. 
98 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 July 1832. Joseph 
Dawson was sentenced to one year's imprisonment in Lancaster Castle 
99 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 25 October 1830. Henry 
Porter and William Singleton were sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
100 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 July 1832. Henry 
Hammersley was sentenced to seven years' transportation. His disposal was not found. 
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Figure 10-8 (1): Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Tools Listed in Indictments 1828-1837 

Tool Number of Number of Males 
Articles Offences Involved 

adze 1 1 1 

axe 13 10 10 

awl 1 1 1 

bass for ioiners' tools 2 2 2 

bellows 4 4 2 

besom (broom) 10 1 1 

brace bit. bramble head 10 10 9 

boot hook 1 1 1 

box 95 54 50 

- artificial flv box 1 1 1 

- drawing instrument box 1 1 1 

- fire and coal box 3 3 3 

-music box 4 4 4 

- snuffbox 14 14 14 

- tobacco box 6 6 5 

-work box 3 3 3 

card (wire brush) 80 2 2 

chisel 194 22 22 

churn 1 1 1 

combs steel hackle 96 16 12 

compass (drawin!!) nr 2 2 2 

drawin!! (instrument) set 6 6 6 

file 124 19 19 

fork footato) 4 2 2 

gauge 1 1 1 

gimlet 11 2 2 

glazier's diamond 2 1 1 

gouge 7 3 3 

gun. nistol 24 14 14 

hack saw 2 1 1 

hammer 20 16 16 

heald hackle h~ddle (warn wire) 6 1 1 

hod 1 1 1 

ioiner's sauare 2 2 2 

ladder 5 5 5 

loom beam 1 1 1 

total Fiimre 10-8 (1) cf 234 222 

Females 
Involved 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12 
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Figure 10-8 (2): Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Tools Listed in Indictments 1828-1837 

Tool Number of Number of Males 
Articles Offences Involved 

mallet 4 4 4 

malting mill 1 1 1 

marine comuass 2 2 2 

oil stone 2 2 2 

01ck 41 13 13 

oitchfork 1 l 1 

uincers or 4 4 4 

olane 126 45 43 

ohers or 8 7 7 

Plough l 1 1 

ounch 6 3 3 

rake 4 l 1 

rubbing stone 2 1 1 

rule (caroenter and ioiner) 11 11 11 

saw and saw set 108 65 65 

scales and weights (set) 11 8 6 

scissors or 16 9 5 

screw box 21 2 1 

screwkev 1 1 1 

screw stock tau. die 16 9 9 

scvthe 4 3 3 

shears or 1 1 1 

shovel. soade 31 22 21 

shuttle (weaver's) 2 1 1 

sieve 1 1 1 

skio 7 4 4 

souare for joiner 7 7 7 

steel rule 1 vard length 1 1 1 

stock (blacksmith) 6 2 2 

stock (lock) 4 1 1 

soit (warn rod) 1 1 1 

sooke shave 3 3 3 

tarpaulin 11 9 8 

thimble 48 5 3 

tongs (blacksmith) or 4 4 4 

trowel 7 3 3 

vice 4 4 4 

weight scale dumb-bell 12 6 4 

wheelbarrow 29 25 25 

wooden rule for measuring 2 2 2 

total Fi1mre 10-8 (2) 295 280 

total Fiunre 10-8 (1) bf 234 222 

total 1,329 529 502 

Females 
Involved 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

15 

12 

27 



] oiners' Tool Bass, 
J.Veb Bound and Canvas lined. 

At the 9 July 1832 Salford Hundred quarter sessions, Robert 
Hall was sentenced to four month's imprisonment in the New 
Bailey for stealing one joiner's bass from James Robinson at 
Manchester. 

At the 13 April 1835 sessions, John Brindley was sentenced to 
four month's imprisonment in the New Bailey for stealing a 
joiner's bass, work box and spoke shave from Abraham Wall."d 
at Manchester on 21 March 1835. 
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Stealing tools was a man's crime - of 529 offences, 502 or 95.6 percent were 

committed by males. Women were infrequent offenders probably because men and 

not women were employed in industrial workshops where tools were most likely to 

be found. 

Shovels, chisels, planes, joiner's saws and files were the most frequently 

stolen tools, most belonging to carpenters. In the Salford Hundred between 1828 and 

1837 the textile industry was still expanding and with it the ongoing construction of 

mills, warehouses, factories and dwelling houses. As a consequence there was an 

abundance of joiner's tools lying about and frequent appearances of offenders at 

quarter sessions charged with stealing them. James Smith a 'factory boy' was 

indicted for breaking and entering a carpenter's workshop in Manchester and stealing 

two joiner's saws from James Wilcock, three joiner's planes from Daniel Douglas and 

one hammer from William Davies;101 John Birtles was indicted for stealing two 

hammers and one chisel from Thomas Wagner in Manchester;102 and John Brindley 

for stealing a work box, a spokeshave, a carpenter's rule and a joiner's bass from 

Abraham Ward inManchester. 103 

Stealing metal 

The theft of metal was a frequent occurrence in the Salford Hundred. Figure 

10-9 lists the types and quantity stolen and the numbers of offences committed. 

101 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 6 January 1834; The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 11 and 18 January 1834; and the 
Colonial Times, 21February1843 and 14 March 1843. For stealing joiners' tools - two saws, three 
planes, one hammer and others - James Smith was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Fortitude, from 15 February 1834 to 26 March 1834, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the John Barry (3) in April 1834. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; 
and AOT Hobart, SC 32/5, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/40, 1890 James Smith, John Barry 
(3), 11 August 1834. Smith was a 'factory boy' from Manchester. He had been convicted before 
three times· stealing a top coat and imprisoned for six months; and vagrancy and attempted felony 
and imprisoned for one month each. His conduct in gaol was bad and in the hulk and ship orderly. 
In Van Diemen's Land he committed 69 offences: 65 against institutional regulations at Point Puer 
and 3 felonies - having a snuffbox in his possession and sentenced to 21 days' hard labour; being on 
a property under suspicious circumstances and punished with 36 lashes; and murder. On 13 February 
1843 Smith was tried by the Supreme Court, Hobart, for the 'wilful murder of Thomas Bovis' but 
found not guilty because the 'information stated that the murder was committed on a day subsequent 
to its commission'. He was again found not guilty at a re-trial because of the effects of 'autre f ois ' or 
being placed in double jeopardy. During servitude he was punished with 2 reprimands, 2 additional 
years, 74 months' hard labour, 205 days in solitary confinement and 327 lashes 
102 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 July 1832. John Birtles 
was sentenced to one month's imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
103 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 13 April 1835. John 
Brindley was sentenced to four months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
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brass lb 

brass bush 

brass can 

brass castiniz 

brass cock 

brass steo 

brass oan 

brass oedestal 
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brass tao 

brass valve 
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Figure 10-9: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Metal Listed in Indictments 1828-1837 

Quantity Number of Males 
Offences Involved 

432 27 27 

4 1 1 

12 2 2 

4 1 1 

20 10 10 

54 12 12 

15 4 3 

2 1 1 

8 2 2 

1 1 1 

20 7 7 

1 1 1 

1 1 1 

23 4 4 

158 11 11 

12 6 6 

1 1 1 

5 157 52 52 

2 2 2 

2 2 2 

3 3 3 

1 1 1 

1 1 1 

1 1 1 

iron street grating 1 1 1 

iron rail 17 4 4 

iron pan 2 2 2 

iron oioe 1 1 1 

iron weight 9 5 5 

iron wheel 4 1 1 

lead lb 9 689 109 106 

lead weight 4 1 1 

lead nine 4 4 4 

lead soout 1 1 1 

lead lenizth 7 7 7 

metal lb 20 1 1 

metal wheel 20 2 2 

solder lb 98 7 7 

steel lb 112 7 6 

steel bar 2 2 2 

tin lb 203 3 3 

zinc niece 26 I 1 

total 313 308 

Females 
Involved 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

5 
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Theft of metal occurred in two main forms: in bulk quantities of tin, brass, 

solder or iron; and as manufactured articles such as brass cocks, copper rivets and 

iron wheels. Stealing cumbersome loads of bulk iron and lead was a more 

complicated and difficult process than picking up a brass tap or an iron crank but 

nevertheless most of this metal ended up at a foundry. Therefore metal in all its 

forms is considered collectively in this examination. 

There were 313 offences of stealing metal - 308 (98.4 percent) were 

committed by men. Lead was the most frequently stolen metal. Figure 10-10 shows 

the number of offences committed in relation to specific weights of lead listed in 

indictments. 

Figure 10-10: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Lead Listed in Indictments 

Lead Weight in Number of Total Weight in 
Pounds Offences Pounds 

4 1 4 

5 2 10 

7 1 7 

10 5 50 

16 2 32 

20 25 500 

22 1 22 

30 1 30 

40 6 240 

50 24 1.200 

60 3 180 

90 1 90 

100 17 1.700 

176 2 352 

200 7 1.400 

264 4 1.056 

300 4 1.200 

400 1 400 

600 1 600 

616 1 616 
total 109 9,689 

Of 122 offences for stealing lead, thirteen involved pieces such as piping, 

sheeting or spouting and the remaining 109 were for lead strips which sealed roofing 

joints on dwelling houses, public houses, warehouses, mills and churches. During the 

commission of these 122 offences, 9,689 pounds weight oflead was stolen, 106 men 

and three women were involved and ninety-two (84.4 percent) of the offences 
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occurred in Manchester. The actual weights of stolen lead were listed in indictments, 

for example James Greenhalgh was charged with 'stealing, at Great Bolton, on the 7th 

of July, seven pounds weight of lead, the property of the Bolton Gas Light and Coke 

Company' .104 Most lead was stolen in small amounts - 81.6 percent of offences 

were for 100 pounds or less. There were only three thefts of large quantities - John 

Parker lifted 400 pounds weight from Robert Eastham's roof in Hulme in 1830,105 

John Kenworthy took 600 pounds from Thomas Fleming's building at Todmorden 

and Walsden in 1831106 and Thomas Whyatt 616 pounds from John Bennett's roof at 

Manchester in 183 7. 101 

Stealing lead was men's work. It mostly involved climbing over rooftops, 

lowering heavy loads from heights and carrying them to receivers or foundries. 108 It 

was unusual for women to steal or receive lead though on three occasions women 

were indicted for these offences. Mary Lesler stole fifty pounds weight from Samuel 

Gratrix' s roof at Manchester, 109 Mary Ann Sharples twenty pounds from Samuel 

Horne' s roof at Manchester110 and Ann Rogerson received 254 pounds stolen by 

Arthur Rice and John Gouldsmith from William Whalley' s roof at Manchester. 111 

A typical example of stealing lead was the offence by John Heywood who 

took 440 pounds fixed to John Harrison's Kings Arms Inn at Manchester. Heywood 

had worked for his plumber father making repairs to the inn's roof, and when the 

work was finished he returned to the inn and told the owner's young son that his job 

was to take lead from the roof to make pipes for the inn. The boy thought Heywood 

was working as instructed and took him through the house onto the roof Heywood 

then lifted joint-sealing lead strips and took them away for sale to a receiver. Later 

during bad weather when the roof 'began to collapse', an inspection revealed that the 

sealing lead was missing. The boy told his father about Heywood's visit and 

104 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 28 August 1837. James 
Greenhalgh was sentenced to fourteen days' imprisonment in the New Bailey, four days to be in 
solitary confinement. 
105 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 25 October 1830 John 
Parker was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
106 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 24 October 1831. John 
Kenworthy was sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
107 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 10 April 1837. Thomas 
Whyatt was sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
108 Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, p 206. 
109 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 29 February 1836. Mary 
Lesler was found not guilty and was discharged. 
110 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 10 April 1837. Mary 
Sharples was sentenced to two months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
111 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 29 February 1836 Ann 
Rogerson was sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
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Heywood was arrested and charged. 112 

Very little bulk iron, copper or brass was stolen. Most thefts were small 

quantities of inferior quality metal insufficiently valuable for commercial sale such as 

brass steps, brass wheels, taps, cocks, copper plate and bits and pieces of ironware, 

rails, weights and wheels. There were a few exceptions when large quantities were 

taken - John Wilkinson stole forty pounds weight of brass from his master Nehemiah 

Gerrard ofManchester113 and John Evans took seventy-five pounds of tin from his 

master John Hall ofManchester. 114 An identifiable characteristic was that the theft of 

iron, copper and brass was generally a crude scavenging of a few valueless items 

during insignificant robberies of dwellings and workshops, like the iron pan stolen by 

Thomas Burns from John Roberts at Salford115 and the brass cock by Patrick 

Mastersonn6 from James Long's house in Manchester. 

112 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 8 July 1833; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 13 July 1833. John Heywood was 
indicted for stealing fifty pounds weight oflead though he had taken 440 pounds He was sentenced 
to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, York, from August 1833 to 18 February 
1834, and sailed to Van Diemen' s Land in the Arab I (2) in February 1834. PRO London, HO 8, 
HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOTHobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/21, 1777 John 
Heywood, Arab I (2), 30 June 1834 Heywood was a plasterer from Manchester. He had been 
indicted before twice; stealing money and imprisoned for two months; and discharged for suspicion 
offelony. His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk very bad and in the ship very good, 'a 
diligent scholar'. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 5 offences against colonial regulations 
including 3 for absence; and 1 felony - 'forging the name of Mr Gage on a pass by which he remained 
at large for six weeks', for which he was punished with 25 lashes and 6 months' hard labour. During 
servitude he was punished with 14 months' hard labour and 25 lashes He was granted a free 
certificate in 1840 
113 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 25 October 1830. John 
Wilkinson was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan, from 
2 December 1830 until his death in the Leviathan on 25 May 1834 On arrival at the hulk he was 
suffering from 'scrofula and pleuritis'. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9 and HO 27. 
114 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 July 1832. John Evans 
was sentenced to four months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
115 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 27 February 1837. Thomas 
Burns was sentenced to one month's imprisonment in the New Bailey 
116 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 October 1828; and The 
Manchester Couner and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 25 October 1828 For stealing a 
brass cock, Patrick Masterson was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the 
hulk, Ewyalus, from 4 December 1828 to 22 April 1830, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
David Lyon in April 1830. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 
14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/30, 799 Patrick Masterson, David Lyon, 18 August 1830. 
Masterson was 'repeatedly insolent during sentencing; to the magistrate, he exclaimed with a 
hardened reply, "Thank you sir'". He was a thirteen-year-old tailor boy from Dublin and had been 
convicted before three times: stealing bellows and imprisoned for three months, stealing sugar and 
imprisoned for one month; and for an unknown felony His conduct in gaol, in the hulk and in the 
ship was very bad In the hulk, Euryalus, he was flogged three times - forty-eight lashes, thirty-six 
lashes and six lashes - and in the David Lyon once with twelve lashes. In Van Diemen' s Land he 
committed 32 offences against colonial regulations including 7 for insolence, 6 for absconding and 6 
for misconduct; and 1 felony - 'being on premises at night for an unlawful purpose' for which he was 
sentenced to 6 months' hard labour. During servitude he was punished with 2 reprimands, 5 
additional years, 92 months' hard labour, 10 days on the treadwheel, 37 days in solitary confinement 
and 334 lashes. He was granted a free certificate in 1840. 
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Though there was frequent theft of property in the Salford Hundred between 

1828 and 1837 and an enormous quantity of goods was stolen, there was no unlawful 

activity organised to such a degree that it obstructed the progress of commerce and 

industry or damaged economic and social advancement. Instead there was a 

widespread taking of a broad range of articles mostly in small quantities of little 

value, and generally as a consequence of the frequent occasions when the poor stole 

trifles from other poor. Though some offenders committed planned acts oflarceny 

or stole property of high value or in large quantities, many of the Salford Hundred 

thieves were ordinary working-class men and women who took whatever was at hand 

whenever an opportunity arose, and in most cases they stole property of the lowest 

quality and meanest value. 

Sentencing for theft of property 

The specific sentences handed down by magistrates to all 1,918 offenders are 

given in Annex F. There were twenty-four different types of sentences, a number 

which made assessment difficult so in order to simplify the process sentencing was 

grouped into the ten categories shown in Figure 10-11. 

Figure 10-11: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Grouped Sentencing for Stealing Property 
1828-1837 

Sentence Property Percent of Percent of All 
Offenders Property Offenders (7,763) 

Offenders (1,918) 

transportation for 7 vears 258 13.4 14.2 

transportation for 14 vears 96 5.0 6.4 

transoortation for life 22 1.1 1.7 

imprisoned from 7 months to 3 vears 95 5.0 8.6 

imprisoned from 5 weeks to 6 months 945 49.3 48.0 

imorisoned from 1 dav to 1 month 404 21.1 14.3 

not guiltv 75 3.9 4.2 

discharged 12 0.6 1.5 

remanded 5 0.3 0.6 

miscellaneous disoosals 6 0.3 0.5 

total 1.918 100.0 100.0 

Four types of punishments were given more frequently than others for 

property offences - imprisonment for one, three and six months and transportation 

for seven years. Though these punishments were consistently applied at quarter 

sessions between 1828 and 1837, there was no explanation why they were preferred 
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by magistrates other than the possibility that there was an informal arrangement for 

sentencing, possibly in proportion to the type, quality and quantity of articles stolen 

or the criminal histories of offenders. 

Figure 10-12 shows summaries of sentencing in three main categories -

transportation, imprisonment and other. 

Figure 10-12: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Categories of Sentencing for Stealing Property 1828-1837 

Sentence Property Percent of All Percent of All 
Offenders Property Offenders (7,763) 

Offenders (1,918) 

transnortat10n 376 19.6 22.3 

imorisonment 1444 75.3 70.9 

other disoosals 98 5.1 6.8 

total 1.918 100.0 100.0 

These calculations disclose a marked difference between sentencing for 

stealing property and sentencing overall - 19.6 percent of property offenders were 

sentenced to transportation compared with 22.3 percent for all offenders. Convicted 

property offenders therefore were less likely to be transported than offenders 

overall. As a consequence they were more likely to be sentenced to imprisonment -

75.3 percent of property offenders were imprisoned compared with 70.9 percent of 

all offenders. 

This was another indication of the possibility that a great number of 

indictments for stealing property involved larceny which was not regarded as serious 

by magistrates and therefore attracted less serious penalties. It suggests also that 

many offenders may have been ordinary working class men and women who 

committed occasional crimes when tempted or stole for survival, and that this was 

taken into account by magistrates during sentencing in trials at quarter sessions. 

Magistrates also took into account the histories of those offenders who had 

been convicted before of a felony at quarter sessions. Property off enders who were 

habitual thieves or had been convicted before of serious offences were sentenced to 

transportation at almost three times the rate of all property offenders - 59.3 percent 

to 19.6 percent. Clearly in the case oflarceny the most influential element which 

brought about severe sentencing particularly to transportation was not the nature of 

the property stolen but previous history of criminality. Figure 10-13 shows the 

numbers of committals whose indictments included the compounding offence of 
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having been convicted before, and Figure 10-14 shows sentencing. 

Year 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

total 

Ages 

Figure 10-13: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Property Offenders Convicted Before of a Felony 1828-1834117 

Committals Males Females Total Percent of Percent of 
for Stealing Convicted Convicted Convicted Property Convicted Before 

Property Before Before Before Offenders for All Offences 
Convicted Before (1,139) 

(317) 

180 42 3 45 25.0 25.0 

208 61 5 66 31.7 21.5 

165 41 2 43 26.1 23.9 

202 44 9 53 26.2 21.4 

226 50 3 53 23.5 23.0 

156 31 3 34 21.8 19.4 

126 20 3 23 18.3 17.8 

1,263 289 28 317 25.1 21.9 

Figure 10-14: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Sentencing of Property Offenders Convicted Before of a Felony 1828-1834 

Sentence Property Offenders Percent of Property Percent of All 
Convicted Before Offenders Property Offenders 

Convicted Before (1,918) 
(317) 

transoortation 188 59.3 19.6 

imorisonment 129 40.7 75.3 

other disposals 0 0.0 5.1 

total 317 100.0 100.0 

There was little difference between the ages of offenders who stole property 

and the ages of offenders overall, though young offenders in the 15-19 age group and 

older offenders over 30 were involved in property theft at a slightly greater rate than 

offenders overall. For example 29 percent of property offenders were aged between 

15 and 19 compared with 27.7 of all offenders, and 43.9 percent were over the age of 

30 compared with 40.9 of all offenders. 

The distribution of offenders to age groups and percentage comparisons with 

age groups for all committals is given in Figure 10-15 and illustrated by the chart in 

Figure 10-16. 

117 The compounding offence of' convicted before of a felony' was shown in indictments in post-trial 
calendars between 1828 and 1834 only. 
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Figure 10-15: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Age Groupings of Property Offenders 1835-1837111 

Age Grouping Male Female Total Percent of Percent of All 
Property Offenders 

Offenders (553) (2,552) 

9 to 14 vears 17 0 17 3.0 5.0 

15 to 19 years 159 1 160 29.0 27.7 

20 to 24 vears 132 1 133 24 .1 26.4 

25 to 29 years 53 1 54 9.8 12.7 

30 to 34 vears 51 0 51 9.2 7.8 

35 to 39 vears 50 2 52 9.4 7.1 

40 to 44 years 29 0 29 5.2 4.5 

45 to 49 vears 26 0 26 4.7 3.7 

50 to 54 vears 13 0 13 2.4 2.2 

55 to 59 years 14 0 14 2.5 1.6 

60 to 64 vears 4 0 4 0.7 0.9 

65 to 71 vears 0 0 0 0.0 0.4 

total 548 5 553 100.0 100.0 

Figure 10-16: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Comparison of Age Groupings of Property Offenders 1835-1837 

I Age Comparisons of Property Offenders I 
30.0 

25 .0 

e 20.0 
r 
c 
e 
n 
t 

15 .0 

10.0 

5.0 

0.0 
9-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-71 

Age Groupings 

I • Property Offenders D All Offenders 

118 Ages were shown in indictments in pre-trial calendars between 1835 and 1837 only. 
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Chapter Eleven 

Stealing Money 

Between 1828 and 1837 most indictments for stealing money in the Salford 

Hundred were for straightforward thefts of coins and notes and uttering counterfeit 

coins. Stealing money also included some fonns of gambling such as the indictment 

against Richard 'Bolton Dick' Walmsley a notorious highwayman on the Great 

Bolton Road who was charged at the 11 April 1831 sessions with stealing £5 from 

Frederick Wilde at Manchester by gambling. Walmsley had seen Wilde lose money 

playing cards at the Knott Mill fair, and noting his erratic behaviour had persuaded 

Wilde to go to a nearby inn to gamble in a private room where Walmsley' s 

accomplices had set up a game called 'the thimblerig' .1 Wilde was easily duped, 

losing five sovereigns. Later he complained to the constables who arrested Walmsley 

and charged him with stealing money. At the April 1831 quarter sessions Magistrate 

Norris told the court that it was his duty to 'rid the country of such characters' and 

sentenced Walmsley to be transported for life. 2 

Small-scale swindling was common at fairs, markets and race meetings 

throughout the Salford Hundred where tricksters used countless schemes to cheat 

working people out of a few coins - selling fake jewellery, counterfeit pawn tickets 

and spurious 'contraband' tobacco or rigging games of skittles, pitch-and-toss and 

thimbles. These sharp swindlers were called 'magsmen'. In the Salford Hundred 

they were mostly wanderers who moved from fair to fair 'magging' or gambling for a 

few small coins, sometimes by trickery sufficiently illegal for them to be indicted at 

1 A game in which three inverted thimbles were moved about, the players gambling on which thimble 
had a pea beneath it. 
2 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831; The 
Manchester Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Liverpool General Advertiser, Saturday 16 
April 1831. For stealing five sovereigns by gambling, Richard Walmsley alias Richard Brown was 
sentenced to transportation for life, was imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 31 May 1831 to 
14 July 1831, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in theLordLyndoch (J) in July 1831. PRO 
London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 
31/46, 1340 Richard Walmsley, Lord Lyndoch (1), 18 November 1831. Walmsley was a textile 
labourer and weaver in Manchester. He had been convicted before three times. a felony in 1829 and 
imprisoned for twelve months; an unknown felony at Wakefield; and shoplifting and imprisoned for 
three months. He was described by constables as a bad character and leader of 'a daring gang of 
thieves who committed a great many robberies from carts on the Bolton Road and from warehouses'. 
His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk orderly and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he 
committed 19 offences against colonial regulations including 6 against routine discipline. During 
servitude he was punished with 1 reprimand, 1 admonishment, 18 months' hard labour, 11 days on 
the treadwheel, 12 days in solitary confinement and 75 lashes. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 
1840 and a conditional pardon on 14 June 1845 which was extended to the Australian colonies on 3 
March 1846. 
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quarter sessions. At the 10 April 1837 sessions William Johnson3 and John Wilson4 

were charged with stealing from John Hitchon 'five notes for the payment of £5 

each' by 'megging'. 

Between 1828 and 1837 stealing money was the third most frequently 

committed general offence recorded in indictments at Salford Hundred quarter 

sessions. Of 885 indictments men were involved in 648, women in 237. Before 

examining the offence of stealing money it is necessary to define a measure of value. 

Main units of money used in England between 1828 and 1837 were pence, shillings 

and pounds. 5 Though most transactions were in coins,6 local banks issued 'bank 

notes' which were 'promises to pay' printed on paper up to the value of £1,000 and 

were exchanged in the same way as coins.7 Few bank notes were stolen in the Salford 

3 'Megging' also 'magging' or swindling by a trickster, Chesney, The Victorian UndeJWorld, pp. 
268-313 LRO Preston, calendar ofliberates, quarter sessions 10 April 1837; The Manchester 
Guardian, Saturday 15 April 1837; and The Colonial Times, 14 December 1844, p. 2. For stealing 
five notes each of £5 by 'megging', William Johnson was sentenced to seven years' transportation, 
was imprisoned in the hulk, Fortitude, from May 1837 to 29 September 1837, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Neptune Ill (I) in October 1837. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 
27; and AOT Hobart SC 32/5, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/25, 1058 William Johnson, Neptune Ill 
(I}, 18 January 1838. Johnson was a coachman and groom from Kidderminster, Warwickshire. 
There was no record of previous offences. His gaol report said 'never in prison before'. His conduct 
in gaol was unknown, in the hulk orderly and in the ship good. In Van Diemen's Land he 
committed 15 offences against colonial regulations including 5 for misconduct and 5 for neglect of 
work. During servitude he was punished with a 5/- fine, 3 reprimands and 5 months' hard labour. 
He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1842 and a conditional pardon on 1May1843. On 9 December 
1844 when free by servitude he was sentenced to seven years' imprisonment at Port Arthur for 
stealing four half crowns from Joseph Sims 'by means of two needles, and a needle and pin, 
technically termed the steel bar rig'. 
4 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 10 April 183 7, The 
Manchester Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Liverpool General Advertiser, Saturday 16 
April 1831 For stealing five notes each of £5 by 'megging', John Wilson was sentenced to seven 
years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Fortitude, from May 183 7 to 29 September 183 7, 
and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Neptune Ill (I) in October 1837. PRO London, HO 8, HO 
9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/ 48, 2369 John 
Wilson, Neptune Ill (I}, 18 January 1838 Wilson was a butcher from Carlisle. There was no record 
of previous convictions. His gaol report said 'never in prison before'. His conduct in gaol was 
unknown, in the hulk orderly and in the ship good. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 3 offences 
against colonial regulations and 1 felony for 'defrauding Mr Maccormack of 3 dollars and 1 shilling' 
and was sentenced to 6 months' hard labour in chains. During servitude he was punished with 15 
months' hard labour. He was granted a free certificate in 1844 On 21November1848 he was tried 
and acquitted by the Supreme Court, Launceston, of burglary. 
5 Guineas (twenty-one shillings), silver groats (fourpence) and copper farthings (one quarter ofa 
penny) did not appear in indictments in the Salford Hundred except for one theft of eleven guineas 
which has been included in assessments as eleven pounds eleven shillings (£11 11.0). There were 
seven other thefts of£ 1.1. 0 each which may have been thefts of guinea coins. 
6 In this thesis coins but not bank notes are also called cash or specie 
7 An act of 1819 re-established payment by specie throughout Britain in an effort to reduce the 
indiscriminate issue of private notes. A further act in 1826 forbade county banks to enlarge their note 
issues though notes under £5 which had been stamped could continue to be used until 1829; M 
Brock, The Great Reform Act, London, Hutchinson University Library, 1973, pp 58-60, hereafter 
called Brock, The Great Reform Act. Nevertheless many private bank notes were issued until 1844 
when a statutory monopoly was given to the Bank of England; Pool, Facts of Daily Life in 19th
Century EnKland, pp. 19-21. 
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Hundred between 1828 and 1837. There were four main explanations for this: not 

many notes were in circulation; they were large, cumbersome and not easy to conceal; 

it was unusual for notes to be in the possession of working-class people without 

attracting suspicion of theft; and in disposing of them the thief was obliged to give 

the receiver a larger than usual discount. 8 Stolen bank notes were not as usable by the 

poor as were coins. 9 

Figure 11-1 shows the contemporary values, descriptions and identifying 

symbols of money used in the Salford Hundred. 

Figure 11-1: Money Values, Descriptions and Symbols 

Unit of Money Value Specie Symbol 

halfpence half a penny copper coin l/2d 

oennv one oennv conner coin ld 

threeoence three oennies silver coin 3d 

sixpence six pennies silver coin 6d 

shillin11: twelve nenmes silver coin 1/-

florin two shillin11:s silver coin 21-

half crown two shillings and sixpence silver coin 216 

crown five shillin11:s silver coin 51-

ten shillings ten shillings bank note 10/-

half sovereign ten shillings gold coin 10/-

sovereign twentv shillings 11:old coin 20/-

pound twentv shillings bank note £1 

guinea twenty-one shillings gold coin £1.1.0 

five oounds one hundred shillings bank note £5 

ten nounds two hundred shillings bank note £10 

twentv pounds four hundred shillings bank note £20 

fifty pounds one thousand shillings banknote £50 

It is difficult to determine a correlation between the purchasing power of 

nineteenth-century money and today's money. Any comparison could be misleading 

because of distinctly different economies, dissimilar standards of living and unrelated 

basic needs. However one guide to the value of nineteenth-century money was the 

cost oflabour, another the cost of subsistence. Wage rates for a working week of 

about seventy hours in a cotton mill in the 1830's were: spinners of fine yarn 25/- to 

8 Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, p. 218. 
9 Between 1828 and 1837 the following bank notes were listed in indictments at Salford Hundred 
quarter sessions: fifteen £5 notes, two £10 notes, one £20 note and four £50 notes, a total value of 
£315. A stolen £5 note could be traded for £3.10.0 to £4.10.0 in coin; Tobias, Crime and Industrial 
Society, p 110; and Tobias, Nineteenth-Century Crime, p. 65. 
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30/-, mule spinners about 25/-,10 women coarse spinners 18/- to 21/-, women power

loom weavers 10/- to 16/- and carders about 9/-. Children earned 3/- to 4/6 working 

for fifty-eight to seventy hours a week as piecers and scavengers. In the cottage 

industry the poorest handloom weaver could earn between 3/- and 8/- a week 

working more than fourteen hours a day. A bricklayer could get 27/-, his labourer 

18/- and a carter up to 16/-.11 Surgeon James Kay believed that between 1820 and 

1832 a wage of9/- to 12/- a week in the cotton industry in Manchester was 

'sufficient to provide them (the labourers) with all the decent comforts oflife'. 12 

Basic needs also give an indication of the value of money. Rent was between 

4/- and 6/- a week for a mill worker living in a one-up-one-down or through house; a 

room in a lodging house or a cellar dwelling was between 1/6 and 3/-.13 Bread, oatmeal 

and potatoes were staple foods for working-class families and generally cost about 40 

percent of wages, that is for mill labourers between 4/- and 5/- a week. 14 These 

factors - the value of wages and cost of subsistence - were indicators of the worth of 

stolen money. 

Though most thefts of money in the Salford Hundred involved the types of 

coins and notes described above, they also included items associated with money 

such as purses (154 ), pocket books (29), money bags and boxes ( 41 ), tills and money 

drawers (17) and bank notes (22). For example twelve-year-old Margaret Hoy15 a 

child's nurse and piecer was charged with stealing one purse and £17 from Mary 

Dugmore at Manchester, and Michael Rawlinson with stealing a till drawer and 1/6 

10 Spinners were left with about 16/- a week after paying their piecers; Kidd, Manchester, p. 41 
11 Kidd, Manchester, pp. 41-42; Gaskell, Artisans andMachmery, p. 217; and Kay, The Moral and 
Physical Condition of the Working Classes, pp 26-27 and 60 In 1833 McConnell and Kennedy, 
owners of the largest mill in Manchester, 'employed 315 piecers under fourteen earning upon average 
3/6 per week'; Gausden, 'A Curse on All Your Houses'. 
12 Kay, The Moral and Physical Condition of the Workinf,f Classes, pp. 26-27. 
13 In London rent for a room and a bed for a couple was 2/6 a week and if they had children 3/6; 
Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, p. 112. 
14 Kidd, Manchester, pp. 41-42; Gaskell, Artisans and Machinery, p. 217; and Gausden, 'A Curse 
on All Your Houses'. 
15 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 22 October 1832, and 
'Report by Richard Dunstan, Governor, Salford Gaol, Lancashire, 9 January 1833', in Mitchell 
Library, Assignment Lists of Convicts on Convict Ships, 1821-1854. For stealing a purse and 
seventeen sovereigns, Margaret Hoy was sentenced to seven years' transportation, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in theJane II in January 1833 PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, 
Con 15, Con 19 and Con 4015, 200 Margaret Hoy, Janell, 30 June 1833. Hoy was a 'child's nurse' 
and silk piecer from Dublin, Ireland She had been convicted before four times: for stealing calico 
and imprisoned for twenty months; twice for unstated felonies and imprisoned for two months; and 
once for vagrancy and imprisoned for two months. Her conduct in gaol was very bad and in the ship 
good In Van Diemen's Land she committed no offences but on 9 September 1834 when assigned to 
Mrs Rose she was reported as 'being a very young girl and having shown an inclination to be 
addicted to bad character - to go to the Female Factory'. She was granted a free certificate in 183 9. 
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from Jane Bridge at Manchester. 16 

There were 885 indictments at quarter sessions for the general offence of 

stealing money but theft of money appeared another 728 times in other general

offence indictments, for example in Arthur Lee's indictment in 1835 for 'stealing 

property' from Thomas Holland in Manchester - five keys, a pen knife, one penny 

and four halfpence. 17 Figure 11-2 shows the numbers of these other general-offence 

indictments in which stealing money appeared. 

Figure 11-2: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Other General Offence Indictments 

Which Included Stealing Money 1828-1837 

General Offences Other Than Numbers of Males Females 
Stealing Money Indictments which Involved Involved 

Included Money 

stealing wearing annarel 29 23 6 

stealing nronertv 49 40 9 

stealing cloth 2 1 1 

stealing from the person 453 284 169 

stealing food 4 3 1 

receivmg knowing stolen 8 7 1 

assault 0 0 0 

false pretences. embezzling 161 153 8 

stealing livestock 0 0 0 

breaking. entering a warehouse 12 12 0 

breaking. entering a dwelling 7 7 0 

breakin!!. entering a shop 2 2 0 

bastardv 0 0 0 

other 1 1 0 

total 728 533 195 

Thus 1,612 indictments involved theft ofmoney. 18 This made stealing money 

a crime of greater frequency than was first indicated in the basic table of general 

16 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 24 February 1834. Michael 
Rawlinson was sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey, fourteen days to be in 
solitary confinement and to be once whipped 
17 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 26 October 1835. For 
stealing a pocket book containing keys, a penknife, one penny and four halfpennies, Arthur Lee was 
sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Ganymede, from December 
1835 to 15 August 1836, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Eden I (I) in August 1836. PRO 
London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 
31/28, 1036 Arthur Lee, Eden I (1), 22 December 1836 Lee was a farm labourer from Ireland. He 
had been convicted before twice: robbery and imprisoned for three months; and vagrancy and 
imprisoned for three months. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk indifferent and in the ship 
good. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 4 offences against colonial regulations - drunkenness, 
disorderly conduct and absence. During servitude he was punished with 15/- in fines and 3 days in 
solitary confinement. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1841 and a free certificate in 1843. 
18 The figure of 1,612 is the sum of884 indictments for the general offence of stealing money and 
728 thefts of money included in other general offences. 
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offences. Of these 1,612 indictments 432 were for offences by women, a 

participation rate of26.8 percent which was high when compared with the female 

basic rate of20.2 percent for all indictments. This is partly explained by the 

frequency of women 'stealing money from the person' probably in the course of 

prostitution. 19 A typical example was the case of Ellen Reece a Manchester 

prostitute and shoplifter who appeared at the 3 July 1837 Salford Hundred quarter 

sessions charged with stealing three sovereigns and four half-crowns from the person 

of James Heyworth.2° For this offence and because of her 'notorious character' she 

was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation and sent to New South Wales. 

A second characteristic was that most money was stolen in coins. In the 

1,612 indictments for stealing money, there were 1,811 thefts of coins. Figure 11-3 

shows the numbers of offences of stealing money in ranges of cash. 

Figure 11-3: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Ranges of Stolen Cash 

Listed in Indictments 1828-1837 

Range of Cash Numbers of Range of Cash Numbers of 
Thefts of Coins Thefts of Coins 

less than 1/- 58 £10 to £19.19.11 103 

1/- to 1/11 56 £20 to £49.19.11 109 

2/- to 2/11 70 £50 to £99 19.11 36 

3/- to 3/11 52 £100 3 

41- to 4/11 31 £109 2 

51- to 5/11 90 £109.15.6 1 

61- to 6/11 42 £111 1 

7/- to 7/11 50 £120 2 

8/- to 8/11 22 £136.2.0 1 

9/- to 9/11 25 £143 2 

10/- to 10/11 99 £160 1 

11/- to 19/11 182 £185 3 

£1 to £1.19 11 278 £200 4 

£2 to £2.19.11 190 £205.7.6 1 

£3 to £3.19.11 85 £340 2 

£4 to £4.19 11 58 £343 1 

£5 to £5.19.11 58 £500 1 

£6 to £9.19.11 90 £550 2 

total 1.811 

19 Emsley, Crime and Society, pp. 67-68. 
20 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 3 July 1837. While in the 
New Bailey waiting to be transported, Ellen Reece told the chaplain how she robbed men of money 
and where she hid her earnings when working as a prostitute, in 'Statement ofE Reece in the 
Chadwick Papers', quoted in Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, pp. 69-70 and 94-95; and Tobias, 
Nineteenth Century Cnme, pp 58-63 
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The reasons for stealing coins was that they was untraceable, difficult to 

identify as belonging to a specific person, their disposal was safe and easy (the thief 

was not at risk by pawning or reselling) and they could be used for everyday 

expenditure on alcohol, gambling, food, clothing or shelter. Oxley pointed out that 

money was one of the types of property often stolen by women for survival because 

it was 'appropriate for immediate consumption'.21 

Few bank notes were stolen in the Salford Hundred. The withdrawal of £1 

and £2 notes from circulation in 182922 forced most people to carry coins for their 

daily needs in pockets or purses, and business people to accumulate coins in their 

tills. It was also a habit of investors in England to hoard gold and silver, many 

storing their capital in coins secreted in their homes. 23 For example Thomas Sugden 

the confectioner who lived over his bakery shop in Ancoats hid twenty sovereigns in 

his loft. 24 Because of this proliferation of coins most theft of money in the Salford 

Hundred involved specie in small amounts - 43 percent of offences were for amounts 

less than £1.25 The numbers and percentages of offences for ranges of cash are shown 

in Figure 11-4. 

Figure 11-4: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Numbers of Offences 

in Ranges of Stolen Cash 1828-1837 

Range of Stolen Cash Number of thefts Percentage of 
of coins thefts (1,811) 

1/- to 19/- 777 42.9 

£1 to £1.19.11 278 15.3 

£2 to £2.19.11 190 10.5 

£3to£3.19.ll 85 4.7 

£4 to £4.19.11 58 3.2 

£5 to £9 19 11 148 8.2 

£10 to £19.19 11 103 5.7 

£20 to £49.19.11 109 6.0 

£50 to £99.19.11 36 2.0 

£ 100 and over 27 1.5 

total 1.811 100.0 

21 Oxley, Convict Maids, pp. 48-49 Oxley calculated that two-thirds of women were found guilty of 
stealing property which 'could have been appropriate for immediate consumption'. 
22 Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, pp. ·196-198. After 1829 the £5 note was the smallest in 
circulation. 
23 Pool, Facts of Daily Life in 19th-Century England, pp. 86-87. Investing in private companies was 
highly risky in nineteenth-century England so investors favoured Exchequer Bills, India Bonds, 
Consolidated Annuities, gold and silver coins, and silver plate 
24 For the circumstances surrounding Sugden's possession of twenty sovereigns see Chapter Ten, pp. 
103-105; and The Manchester Guardian and Wheelers Manchester Chronicle, Saturday 25 July 1829. 
25 This theft of money in small amounts supports Jones's observation that 'over half the robberies 
involved sums of less than £ 1 ', in Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', p. 156. 
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Some thieves stole a variety of coins. Fourteen-year-old Francis Ward a 

'squint-eyed' labouring boy from Manchester who had been in prison before and 

been flogged for theft stole from James Dawson twenty-four coins - one sovereign, 

one half-sovereign, ten shillings, ten sixpences and two half crowns, a total value at 

£2.10.0. 26 Other thieves took only one or two small-value coins. Rebecca Penn took 

three halfpence from John Buck's pocket one night in Manchester,27 George Jackson 

snatched a till containing five pennies, one halfpenny and one token from a shop in 

Salford28 and Margaret Healey stole one shilling from James Hughes at Manchester.29 

On rare occasions there were thefts of large quantities of coins of high value. 

In Manchester in 1830 Mark Hatfield stole 550 sovereigns valued at '£550 in 

money'30 and in 1832 Maria Moors took 340 sovereigns from William Morres's 

house in Manchester. Moors was a healthy eighteen-year-old servant who was 

single, illiterate and had not been convicted before, but nevertheless was sentenced to 

26 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 27 February 1837. For 
stealing £4 in coins, Francis Ward was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in 
the hulk, Euryalus, from 25 May 1837 to 24 August 1837, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Royal Sovereign (3) in August 1837. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT 
Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/48, 2352 Francis Ward, Royal Sovereign (3), 9 January 
1838. Ward was a fourteen-year-old 'boy of no trade' from Manchester. He had been convicted 
before twice for felony and imprisoned for three and six months and whipped once. His conduct in 
gaol was very bad, in the hulk orderly and in the ship good. In Van Diemen' s Land he committed 15 
offences against colonial regulations, 13 of them at Point Puer including 'being improperly in 
possession of thread' and 'being on the rocks'. During servitude he was punished with 2 reprimands, 
6 months' hard labour and 29 days in solitary confinement. He was granted a free certificate in 1844. 
27 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 7 December 1835. Rebecca 
Penn was found not guilty and was discharged. 
28 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 January 1837. For stealing 
a till containing five pennies, one halfpenny and a token, George Jackson was sentenced to seven 
years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Fortitude, from April 1837 to 22 May 1837, and 
sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Recovery (4) in May 1837 PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 
and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/25, 1020 George Jackson, 
Recovery (4), 8 October 1837. Jackson was a foundry labourer from Manchester. He had been 
convicted before three times: stealing apples and imprisoned for six months, and convicted twice for 
stealing stockings and imprisoned for one month each time. His conduct in gaol was indifferent, and 
in the hulk and ship orderly. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 14 offences against colonial 
regulations including 'allowing his master's cattle to be impounded' and 'being in a public house on 
Sunday'. During servitude he was punished with 3 additional years for absconding, 10 months' hard 
labour, 27 days in solitary confinement and 25 lashes. He was granted a ticket of leave and a 
remission of the additional 3 years' servitude in 1846, and a free certificate in 184 7. 
29 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 18 January 1830 Margaret 
Healey was sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
30 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 18 January 1830. For 
stealing £550 from his master, Mark Hatfield was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan, from 27 February 1830 to 14 August 1830, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Clyde I (I) in August 1830. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; 
and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/24, 1154 Mark Hatfield, Clyde I (I), 18 
December 1830. Hatfield was a lath renderer from Manchester There was no record of previous 
convictions. His conduct in gaol was good, in the hulk orderly and in the ship very good. In Van 
Diemen's Land he committed 1 offence of drunkenness and was fined 5/-. He was granted a ticket of 
leave in 1839 and a conditional pardon on 12 April 1841. 
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transportation because of the substantial money value of her offence and because 

Peel's consolidation acts specified that servants who committed a breach of trust by 

stealing from masters were to be punished with severity.31 

There were some thefts in the middle ranges in both value and quantity. 

Lawrence Daley who worked at the coach office of the Star Inn at Manchester and 

was disliked as 'a cad about the office' stole £25 from his master William Lane.32 

One night he broke into the office and took eighteen sovereigns and £7 in silver coins. 

Next morning when the theft was discovered he was seen boarding the Manchester to 

Liverpool train, and eventually was found in a public house in Liverpool where he 

had been drinking with a friend. Some of the stolen money was still in his pocket; 

the remainder had been taken by his drinking mate who had sliced off Daley's fob 

while he was in a drunken sleep. 

The sovereign was an attractive coin for thieves and was frequently stolen in 

small quantities - 56 percent of indictments were for thefts of one to four sovereigns 

and only 9 percent for thirty-two to 550 sovereigns. The quantities of sovereigns 

listed in individual indictments, the numbers of indictments and values for each 

quantity are shown in Figure 11-5. In order to simplify assessments, stolen 

sovereigns have been grouped into five categories as shown in Figure 11-6. 

31 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 22 October 1832, and 'Richard Dunstan 
Governor, Salford Gaol, Lancashire, 9 January 1833', in Mitchell Library, Assignment Lists of 
Convicts in Convict Ships, 1821-1854. For breaking into a dwelling and stealing 340 sovereigns, 
Maria Moores was sentenced to seven years' transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Jane !Jin January 1833. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and 
Con 40/7, 171 Maria Moores (Moors), Janell, 30 June 1833. Moores was a house servant from 
Manchester. There was no record of previous convictions. Her conduct in gaol was indifferent and in 
the ship good. In Van Diemen's Land she committed 8 offences against colonial regulations 
including 2 for absconding, 1 for 'refusal to work to be examined by the surgeon and if not unwell to 
be placed in the cell for 6 days', and 1 for absence 'being found in bed in Captain Kelsall's servants' 
room' for which she was sentenced to 3 months' hard labour at the wash tubs. During servitude she 
was punished with 1 admonishment, 9 months' hard labour and 48 days in solitary confinement 
She was granted a free certificate in 1840. 
32 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 24 October 1831; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 29 October 1831. For breaking, 
entering and stealing £25, Lawrence Daley was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, from 24 November 1831to11February1832, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Katherine Stewart Forbes (2) in February 1832 PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, 
HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/10, 781 Lawrence Daley, 
Katherine Stewart Forbes (2), 16 July 1832 Daley was working as a labourer in Manchester. He 
had been convicted before for stealing hair and imprisoned for six months. His conduct in gaol was 
indifferent, in the hulk orderly and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 16 
offences against colonial regulations including 4 for absence and 4 for drunkenness, and 1 felony - on 
28 July 1837 when a runaway he committed 'larceny in the hut ofJonathan Shibbling by stealing 
wearing apparel' He was tried by the Supreme Court, Hobart, sentenced to transportation for life and 
sent to Norfolk Island on 10 December 1837. During servitude he was punished with 49 months' 
hard labour, 4 days on the treadwheel, 8 days in solitary confinement, 125 lashes and life 
imprisonment. 
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Figure 11-5: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Number of Stolen Sovereigns 

Listed in Indictments 1828-1837 

Number of Number of Value of 
Sovereigns Listed Indictments for Sovereigns 

in a Single Stealing 
Indictment Sovereigns 

-·------- .. 

1 39 £39 

2 37 £74 
3 27 £81 
4 12 £48 
5 13 £65 
6 2 £12 
7 6 £42 
8 8 £64 
9 3 £27 
10 3 £30 
11 1 £11 
12 4 £48 
13 2 £26 
14 4 £56 
15 8 £120 
20 9 £180 
23 1 £23 
25 6 £150 
32 1 £32 
36 2 £72 
39 1 £39 
40 2 £80 
45 1 £45 
48 1 £48 
50 7 £350 
85 1 £85 

100 1 £100 
340 1 £340 
550 1 £550 
total 204 £2,837 

Figure 11-6: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Ranges of Stolen Sovereigns 

Listed in Indictments 1828-1837 

Ranges of Sovereigns Listed Number of Percentage of Value of 
in a Single Indictment Indictments Indictments Sovereigns 

(204) 

1 to 4 sovereigns 115 56.4 £242 

5 to 9 sovereigns 32 15.7 £210 

10 to 14 soverei!?ns 14 6.9 £171 

15 to 25 sovereigns 24 11 7 £473 

32 to 550 sovereigns 19 93 £1 741 

total 204 100.0 £2 837 
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Sentencing for theft of money 

Specific sentences handed down by magistrates to all 885 offenders who were 

convicted of stealing money are given in Annex G. There were twenty-three different 

types of punishments, a number which makes assessment difficult. In order to 

simplify the process they have been grouped into the ten categories shown in Figure 

11-7. 

Figure 11-7: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Grouped Sentencing 

for Stealing Money 1828-1837 

Sentence Offenders Percent of Percent of All 
Money Offenders 

Offenders (885) (7,763) 

transnortat10n for 7 vears 135 15.3 14.2 

transnortation for 14 vears 59 6.6 6.4 

transportation for life 17 1.9 1.7 

imnrisoned from 7 months to 3 vears 136 15.4 8.6 

imPrisoned from 5 weeks to 6 months 398 45.0 48.0 

imprisoned from 1 dav to 1 month 60 6.8 14.3 

not guiltv 59 6.7 4.2 

discharged 18 20 1.5 

remanded 2 0.2 06 

miscellaneous disposals 1 0.1 05 

total 885 100.0 100.0 

Three points emerged from this sentencing. First, offenders who stole money 

were slightly more likely to be sentenced to transportation than offenders overall -

23.8 percent compared with 22.2 percent for all offences - and slightly less likely to 

be imprisoned - 67.2 percent to 71 percent. Second, sentences of imprisonment for 

three, six and twelve months were given at a greater rate than usual and were given 

consistently between 1828 and 183 7. There is no explanation why these particular 

terms of imprisonment were preferred by magistrates, though they may have been 

the result of an unofficial policy of uniform sentencing - three, six and twelve months 

were in a ratio that magistrates could use as grades of punishment for perceived 

equivalent grades of misbehaviour. 

'Having been convicted before of a felony' was a factor which affected the 

degree of sentencing. When this compounding circumstance was introduced into 

sentencing two major differences emerged. First, money thieves were less likely to 

'have been convicted before' than offenders overall - of 885 money offenders only 

117 had been convicted before, a rate of 13 .2 percent which was significantly lower 

than 21. 9 percent of all offenders. Second, money thieves who had been convicted 
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before were three times more likely to be sentenced to transportation than offenders 

overall - 66. 7 percent to 22.3 percent - and sentences of imprisonment declined in 

proportion. This was an exceptional difference from normal sentencing and again 

supported the view that magistrates punished wilh severity those who came before 

them a second time. 

Figure 11-8 shows sentencing of money offenders who were convicted before. 

Figure 11-8: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Sentencing of Money Offenders 

Who Had Been Convicted Before 1828-183433 

Sentence Money Offenders Percent of Money Percent of All 
Convicted Before Offenders Offenders (7,763) 

Convicted Before 
(117) 

transportation 78 66.7 22.3 

imnrisonment 37 31.6 71.0 

other disoosals 2 1.7 67 

Total 117 100.0 100.0 

Uttering 

Any consideration of stealing money must take into account the special 

offence of uttering base coins. 34 This was the 'deliberate putting of forged or base 

money into circulation' such as the indictment against Jane Smith at the 21 January 

1828 sessions. 

217 Jane Smith. Guilty of uttering at Manchester, a counterfeit sixpence to Samuel 

Hall, and another counterfeit sixpence to him within ten days afterwards, knowing them 

both to be counterfeit. Remanded for I year, and to find sureties for her good 

behaviour. 35 

Uttering was a common offence in the Salford Hundred and was an urban 

crime - of 156 offences 143 were committed in the ten major townships of the 

Salford Hundred including 107 inside Manchester itself36 

Figure 11-9 shows definitions of categories of utterers and numbers of 

33 The compounding offence of having been convicted before was shown only in post-trial 
indictments between 1828 and 1834. 
:;

4 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p 8, and Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, pp 291-
313. Uttering did not include 'coining' or 'forging'. Coining was the manufacture ofcounterfeit 
coins; forgery was the making of false bank notes, cheques and bank bills. Both were capital offences 
up to 1832. Because offenders charged with these offences went to trial at assizes they are not 
considered in this examination. 
35 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 21 January 1828. 
36 This supported Chesney' s observation that uttering principally occurred in towns; Chesney, The 
Victorian Underworld, p. 296. 
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offenders involved. 

Figure 11-9: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Indictment Categories 

for Uttering Counterfeit Coins 1828-1837 

Indictment Category Total Male Female 

uttering counterfeit coin 75 53 22 

utterine counterfeit com twice m one dav 22 16 6 

uttering counterfeit coin twice within ten davs 11 4 7 

uttering counterfeit coin with others m possession 16 9 7 

utterine counterfeit coin convicted before ofutterine 2 2 0 

orocuring counterfeit coins with intent to utter 23 17 6 

oossession of counterfeit c01ns with intent to utter 7 5 2 

total 156 106 50 

Most offences in the Salford Hundred involved 'silver' coins. Counterfeiting 

copper was not worth the trouble and gold coins were carefully scrutinised - unless 

they contained a high percentage of gold they were easily detected when the lead 

content was betrayed by feel, bite or sound on a hard surface. Of 156 indictments 

for uttering or possessing counterfeit coins only nine were 'gold'. 'Silver' was 

preferred. 37 It cost less than 'gold', was easy to make using cheap bronze medallions, 

was difficult to identify as 'bad' and could be uttered in large quantities. 

Fifty offenders charged with uttering in the Salford Hundred were women. 

This was a rate of involvement of 32 percent, significantly high when compared with 

the female rate for stealing money of26.8 percent and for all offences of20.2 

percent. Women it seemed were disproportionately represented in circulating 

counterfeit money. 

The simplest form of uttering was the straightforward passing of base coin 

for example 'by offering a shopkeeper a good coin first, getting back the coin by 

pretending to have change, discovering there was none and then palming off the false 

coin' .38 However indictments brought before the Salford Hundred quarter sessions 

demonstrated that there were different degrees of uttering. These were determined 

by aggravating circumstances such as the offender having passed base coins more 

than once within ten days, having other coins in possession at the time of uttering 

and procuring counterfeit coins with intent to utter and defraud. 

37 Utterers paid about twopence for a counterfeit shilling, threepence for a florin and fourpence for a 
crown; Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, pp. 292-296 and 300. 
38 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 55. See also Mayhew, London Characters and 
Crooks, p. 507. 
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Sentencing 

Sentencing for uttering was considerably dissimilar to sentencing for other 

offences. First, there were no punishments by transportation; second, there was a 

significantly high number of six and twelve months' sentences of imprisonment; and 

third, there was a spectacularly high rate of sentences of twelve months' 

imprisonment for those offences compounded by aggravating circumstances. 

Figure 11-10 shows this sentencing and gives a percentage comparison with 

sentencing for all offences. 

Ages 

Figure 11-10: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Sentencing for 

Uttering Counterfeit Coins 1828-183739 

Sentence Uttering Percent of All Percent of Percent of All 
Offenders Uttering Aggravated Offenders 

Offenders Uttering (7,763) 
(156) Offenders 

transoortation 0 0.0 0.0 22.3 

imorisoned for 2 vears 8 5.1 25 0.9 

imonsoned for 18 months 1 0.6 1.2 0.4 

imorisoned for 12 months 55 35 3 56.8 6.7 

imorisoned for 6 months 67 43.1 28.5 15.8 

imorisoned for 4 months 6 3.8 1.2 68 

imorisoned for 3 months 8 5.1 3.7 16 1 

1morisoned for 2 months 2 1.3 1.2 8.9 

imorisoned for 1 month 1 0.6 1.2 9.5 

other sentence 8 5.1 3.7 6.8 

Total 156 100.0 100.0 

In general the ages of offenders who stole money in the Salford Hundred 

followed a similar pattern to ages of all offenders with one noteworthy dissimilarity -

the age groups between twenty and twenty-nine were disproportionately 

represented in indictments for stealing money (53.4 percent of money offenders were 

aged between twenty and twenty-nine compared with 39.1 percent for all offenders). 

This was an exceptional involvement in money offences by this age group. It was an 

indication much theft of money may have been for survival because of the need to 

support young families. 

39 'Other' sentences for uttering were: 1 not guilty; 1 indicted for felony; 1 remanded to assizes; and 5 
discharged no prosecution. 
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The numbers of offenders by age groupings are given in Figure 11-11 and 

illustrated by the chart in Figure 11-12. 

Figure 11-11: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Age Groupings 

of Money Offenders 1835-1837 

Age Grouping Male Female Total Percent of Overall Percent 
Money of All Offenders 

Offenders (356) (2,552) 

9to14 vears 17 l 18 5.1 5.0 

15 to 19 vears 67 20 87 24.4 27 .7 

20 to 24 vears 97 38 135 37.9 26.4 

25 to 29 vears 34 21 55 15 .5 12.7 

30 to 34 vears 10 7 17 4.8 7.8 

35 to 39 vears 17 6 23 6.5 7.1 

40 to 44 years 4 2 6 1.7 4.5 

45 to 49 vears 2 l 3 0.8 3.7 

50 to 54 vears 2 1 3 0.8 2.2 

55 to 59 vears 0 3 3 0.8 1.6 

60 to 64 vears 2 0 2 0.6 0.9 

65 to 71 vears 2 2 4 l.l 0.4 

total 254 102 356 100.0 100.0 

Figure 11-12: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Comparison of 

Age Groupings of Money Offenders 1835-1837 
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Chapter Twelve 

Stealing Cloth 

Stealing cloth in the Salford Hundred involved more than the simple taking of 

lengths of cotton fabric. There were also 'non-cotton textile' and 'smallware' 

industries which required manufacturing processes different from cotton and 

provided opportunities for different types of thefts. Non-cotton textiles involved 

the woollen, silk and flax industries. Woollen products were worsted fabrics, 

padding, bombazine and baize; silk products included satin, lutestring, velvet and silk 

lining; and linen products were mostly lawn and damask. 1 Smallware was a natural 

extension of the fabric industries and involved the production of hat trimmings, dress 

bodies, buttons, ribbons, tapes, fringes, twine, sewing beads, banding, binder, 

bobbinet, yam, inkles, filletings, carpet bindings, brace-webs, and silk, cotton and 

worsted laces. These articles were essential raw materials for women outworkers.2 

Most of these products and their associated raw materials and finished goods 

were kept in mill storehouses or in the lofts ofhandloom-weavers' cottages, much 

was in transit at dyeing and printing works, and a great amount was stored in 

warehouses and counting houses in large rolls and bundles ready for sale. Some was 

in storage in the out-lying major mill townships of Bolton, Bury, Oldham, Rochdale, 

Middleton and Ashton-under-Lyne, others in minor townships3 and a large amount in 

Manchester. As a consequence there was an extensive range of attractive goods 

scattered across the Salford Hundred. According to Ginswick there were many 

opportunities for theft because of the 'value and portable nature of the property left 

lying about in great ranges of rooms'. 4 

Stealing cloth was a common occurrence in the Salford Hundred. Between 

1828 and 1837 there were 693 indictments at quarter sessions - the third most 

frequently committed general offence. An additional 181 other general offences also 

involved cloth such as the theft by William Cole a tailor from Manchester who was 

1 Bombazine was black material used for mourning clothes, baize was coarse material for linings and 
coverings; lawn was fine linen or cotton fabric used for clothing, and damask was table linen with 
raised designs. 
2 Linnaeus Banks, The Manchester Man, p 13 3 . Inkles were linen tapes and filletings were 
ornamental bands. 
3 Butterworth, A Statistical Sketch, pp. 12-119. For example Tottington in Bury Parish had more 
than twenty cotton-spinning and weaving mills 
4 Ginswick, Labour and the Poor m England and Wales, p. 39, quoted in Emsley, Crime and 
Society in Enl{land, pp. 88-89. 
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charged with breaking and entering a warehouse in 1828 and stealing a coat, two 

penknives and three pieces of woollen cloth. 5 Figure 12-1 shows the numbers of 

these other general-offence indictments in which stealing cloth appeared. 

Figure 12-1: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Other General Offence Indictments 

which Included Stealing Cloth 1828-1837 

General Offences Other Than Number of Indictments Males Females 
Stealing Goth which Included Cloth Involved Involved 

stealmg wearing aooarel 26 13 13 

stealing orooertv 20 15 5 

stealing monev 4 3 1 

stealmg from the oerson 9 8 1 

stealing food 6 5 1 

receiving knowing stolen 68 43 25 

assault 0 0 0 

false oretences. embezzlmg 15 13 2 

stealing livestock 0 0 0 

breaking, entering a warehouse 29 29 0 

breaking. entering a dwelling 2 2 0 

breaking_ entering a shop 2 0 2 

bastardv 0 0 0 

other 0 0 0 

total 181 131 50 

Overall 874 indictments involved theft of cloth6 and of these, 220 were for 

offences by women, a participation rate of 25.2 percent. This was exceptionally high 

when compared with the overall female rate of20.2 percent for all indictments. 

These 87 4 offences have been categorised into five general areas as shown in 

Figure 12-2, and specific items of stolen cloth products are listed by categories in 

Figures 12-3 to 12-7. 

5 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 October 1828 For this 
offence, William Cole was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, 
Dolphin, from 25 November 1828 to 18 March 1829, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Lady 
Harewood (J) in March 1829. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, 
Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/6, 952 William Cole, Lady Harewood (1), 28 July 1829. 
Cole was a tailor from Manchester. He had been indicted before twice: street robbery and acquitted; 
and vagrancy and imprisoned for three months. His gaol and hulk reports said that he had been in 
gaol 'several times before'. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown. 
In Van Diemen' s Land he committed 10 offences against colonial regulations including 4 for 
misconduct In 1833 he was sentenced to 14 days on the treadwheel and solitary confinement at 
night for 'using grossly abusive language to his mistress'. During servitude he was punished with 3 
admonishments, 6 months' hard labour, 12 hours in the stocks, 21 days on the treadwheel and 3 days 
in solitary confinement. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1836 and a conditional pardon on 6 
March 1841. 
6 The figure of 87 4 is the sum of 693 indictments for the general offence of stealing cloth and 181 
thefts of cloth which appeared in indictments for other general offences. 
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Figure 12-2: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - General Categories 

of Stealing Cloth 1828-1837 

Category Offences Male Female 

cotton nroducts 192 149 43 

silk products 44 36 8 

wool nroducts 63 50 13 

other textile oroducts 436 318 118 

accessories 139 101 38 

total 874 654 220 

Figure 12-3: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Stealing Cotton Products 1828-1837 

Cotton Products Offences Amount 

cotton bag 9 87 pieces <one theft of 60 bags) 

cotton bale 3 5 pieces 

cotton cloth 66 187 01eces and 1 287 vds (1 theft of 100 vds) 

cotton cop 25 416 01eces. 232 lbs and 1 bundle 

cotton spun l 200 lbs 

cotton thread 9 52 bundles and 76 lbs 

cotton thread edging 2 30 vds 

cotton twist 17 20 bundles and 1 175 lbs (} theft of 600 lbs) 

cotton wam and weft 12 15 bundles and 91 lbs (l theft of 60 lbs) 

cotton waste 10 3 bae:s and 808 lbs 

cotton wool 2 7 lbs 

cotton tickine: 5 3 nieces and 70 vds 

other 31 

total 192 149 males and 43 females 

Figure 12-4: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Stealing Silk Products 1828-18377 

Silk Products Offences Amount 

silk raw 11 630 lbs (one theft of 500 lbs) 

silk chute (see note 7 below) 1 4 lbs 

silk cloth 12 105 pieces and 130 vds (one of70 vds) 

silk handkerchief cloth 8 56 nieces 

silk knot 2 28 pieces 

silk nersian cloth 1 9 nieces 

silk satin cloth 2 1 piece and 20 vds 

silk sarsenet (lining) 1 20 vds 

silk lutestring cloth 3 95 vds 

silk sewing bead 1 3 oieces 

silk snun 1 9 skeins 

silk warn 1 2 bundles 

total 44 36 males and 8 females 

7 Silk chute is a fine soft thread of two or more strands of silk twisted together and used in weaving 
as the weft; The Century Dictionary: An Encyclopaedic Lexicon of the English Language, Volume 
VII, London, The Times, 1899, p. 5,629. 
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Figure 12-5: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Stealing Wool Products 1828-1837 

Wool Products Offences Amount 

wool raw 8 226 lbs and 2 sacks 

wool conev raw 2 10 lbs 

woollen cloth 40 39 nieces and 565 vds 

woollen slubbing (twist) 3 90 lbs and 11 pieces 

woollen nadding 3 120 vds 

woollen waste l 35 lbs 

woollen weft l 20 lbs 

woollen worsted stuff 5 l 01ece and 44 vds 

total 63 50 males and 13 females 

Figure 12-6: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Stealing Other Textile Products 1828-1837 

Other Textile Products Offences Amount 

baize cloth 3 140 vds and 3 nieces 

bombazine cloth 1 10 vds 

calico cloth 190 1206 meces 10 lbs and 5 015 vds (4 of 500 vds) 

cambric cloth 4 47 pieces 

check cloth 11 5 nieces and 120 vds 

flannel cloth 35 126 pieces and 1.202 vds 

fustian cloth 25 19 pieces and 548 vds 

gingham cloth 22 46 nieces and 80 vds 

handkerchief cloth 4 58 pieces 

holland cloth nieces 3 7 nieces 

iaconet cloth 8 84 pieces and 80 vds 

kersevmere cloth 2 20 vds 

lace and float-lace 9 196 nieces and 2 664 vds Cone of 2 OOO vds) 

linen cloth 26 57 pieces and 149 vds 

linen vam 1 4 hanks 

lawn cloth (fine) 2 6 nieces 

moleskin cloth 1 14 vds 

moreen cloth 2 8 nieces and l 0 vds 

muslin cloth 14 22 nieces and 112 vds 

nankeen cloth 4 11 nieces and 30 vds 

nankeen waro l I bundle 

selette 1 43 vds 

sheeting 1 18 vds 

velvet. velveteen 14 39 nieces and 159 vds 

waistcoating 13 5 nieces 1 bale and 4 71 vds 

wraooering cloth 39 237 pieces 839 vds. 3.900 lbs (one of 1 400 lbs) 

total 436 318 males and 118 females 
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Figure 12-7: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Stealing Accessories 1828-1837 

Textile Accessories Offences Amount 

banding 2 11 lbs and 10 bundles 

beads and buttons 8 6 185 oieces (2 880 buttons m 1 theft) 

binder 2 14 oieces 

bmdmg I 12 oieces 

blanketing 4 52 vds 

bleacher sheet 3 7 pieces 

bobbinet (cotton net) 1 3 Pieces 

canvas 2 8 pieces 

fent (remnant) 21 800 oieces 7 bundles and 52 vds (480 in I theft) 

flax 1 100 lbs 

fringe 1 30 vds 

fur 1 6 lbs 

flock 2 4 bags and 100 lbs 

hemp 5 424 lbs 

net 2 10 vds 

oil cloth 2 3 pieces 

packing sheet 7 38 pieces 

oatch work 1 12 lbs 

auilbng 4 208 lbs (170 lbs in 1 theft) 

rag 8 710lbs 

ribbon 37 168 pieces and 441 vds 

sleeve 1 2 oairs 

taoe 7 87 pieces and 226 vds 

thread edgmg 2 30 vds 

twine 1 36 balls 

'Varn 13 6 hanks 415 lbs 4 balls 11 bundles and 150 lbs 

total 139 101 males and 38 females 

Stealing cloth mostly involved straightforward theft from mill halls or 

factories. William Brimelow stole cloth from his master John Rothwell a dyer at Old 

Quay who had employed him for six years. 8 When working as night watchman at the 

dyeing works, Brimelow took pieces of textiles from bundles brought in from mills to 

be dyed and hid them in the engine room, collecting them in the mornings on his way 

home. Eventually he was seen carrying cloth out the factory gate so Rothwell sent 

for the constables. They arrested Brimelow and when searching his house found 'a 

8 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 19 July 1830; and The 
Manchester Guardzan, Saturday 24 July 1830. For stealing 500 yards of velveteen from his master, 
William Brimelow was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, 
Cumberland, from 25 August 1830 to 26 September 1831, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Elizabeth Ill in October 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, 
Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/4, 1658 William Brimelow, Elizabeth III, 14 February 1832. 
Brimelow said he was a groom and carter from Manchester. There was no record of previous 
convictions. His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk orderly and in the ship unknown. In 
Van Diemen's Land he committed 2 offences - disobedience (admonished) and disorderly conduct 
(dismissed). On 1 June 1838 Brimelow died in Her Majesty's Colonial Hospital in Hobart 
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caravan load of goods' including one roll of more than 100 yards of good quality 

velveteen. Though this was Brimelow's first conviction Magistrate Norris regarded 

the offence as exceptionally serious because of the large quantity of cloth involved, 

and sentenced him to fourteen yeo.rs' transportation. Brimelow's offence was 

another example of 'by-employment' or stealing to supplement factory wages. 

William Hepworth Dixon pointed out that 'to make a life of crime at all eligible' a 

thief must do a 'certain amount of business' because receivers gave only a fraction of 

the value of a stolen item.9 For example a quantity of spun silk with a market value 

of eight shillings would raise only three shillings from a receiver, and cotton worth six 

shillings would get only about two shillings. 10 Continuous thieving like Brimelow' s 

was usually necessary to adequately supplement wages. 

The female rate of involvement in stealing cloth was high though 

proportionately women took less than men. Men stole all the cotton, silk and 

woollen products greater than fifty pounds in weight, longer than fifty yards or 

exceeding fifty items. They also took the largest quantities during single offences -

600 pounds weight of cotton twist, 150 pounds of raw cotton, 88 pounds of cotton 

cops,11 500 pounds of cotton waste, 150 pounds of yarn, 300 yards of cotton cloth, 

70 yards of silk cloth and 100 yards of woollen cloth. Women on the other hand 

mostly stole small amounts such as twelve ounces of twist, twenty cops, seventeen 

yards of calico cloth, one pound weight of weft and one ball of cotton thread. A few 

large quantities were taken by women. Elizabeth Nuttall and Betty Craven stole 500 

yards of calico cloth from Thomas Cross's warehouse at Pendlebury12 and Ellen Park 

stole 100 yards of printed calico cloth from Thomas Coates' s storeroom at 

Manchester. 13 Women stole most of the lace including 600 yards taken by Maria 

Hilton from Margaret Beven' s warehouse in Manchester. 14 Nevertheless offences of 

this size by women were unusual. 

Accessories such as banding, beads, buttons, binding, fringe and tape were 

essential raw materials for women who were outworkers making dresses, capes, belts 

9 Dixon, The London Prisons, pp 21-22. 
10 Adapted from an example given in Joseph, Memoirs of Convicted Prisoners, pp. 70-71. 
11 Cotton cops were conical balls of thread positioned on spindles on spinning machines. Cops were 
about twelve inches in length and about four inches wide at the base. 
12 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 24 October 1831 Elizabeth 
Nuttall and Betty Craven were sentenced to twelve months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
13 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 26 May 1834. Ellen Park 
was sentenced to one month's imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
14 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831 Maria Hilton 
was sentenced to nine months' imprisonment in the New Bailey 
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and hats at home. It could be expected that a great nwnber of accessories would be 

stolen but thefts were uncommon. The only offence of note involved Ann Lambert 

and Margaret Kelly who stole eight gross of silk girdles (hat trimmings) and 500 

bands and buckles from Messrs Joseph Todd and Company's warnhouse in Hilton 

Street, Ancoats, 15 either to use themselves or to sell to other outworkers. 

Much of what women stole was taken from mill halls where they worked. 

They mostly took cotton cops and 'waste' which was scrap of any kind - remainders 

of weft and warp threads, lwnps of carded cotton and small pieces of cloth which 

had weaving faults or were in short lengths. Despite their low value and inferior 

quality, cops and waste were attractive because they were small, easily concealed on 

the person and tradeable. 16 One example of a typical theft of small pieces of cotton 

products from a mill was the trial of mill hands at the 27 February 1837 quarter 

sessions. 11 

Nine female reelers appeared at quarter sessions charged with stealing weft. There were 

twenty-five reelers employed in the mill, and they were searched during inspections of 

workers on passing through the lodge out of the mill. On nine women reelers, small 

quantities of waste and cops were found - 'probably a handful or two on each'. The 

goods were concealed in their bosoms or in their dress sleeves under the arms. Betsy 

Hayes had a greater quantity in her pockets. Her husband John Hayes was also a reeler, 

so their house was searched, and a large quantity of cotton goods found - about £6 

worth - so much it had to be carried away by police officers in a blanket Betsy Hayes 

said she was sorry she had taken a bit of waste in her breast, which she had never done 

before. Hannah Hargreaves said she had only put three little bits of bottoms in her 

bosom. Sarah Manning said that she had none under her arms, just a little in her 

bosom. Margaret Shorrocks said that she could not reel what she had, and she was 

'afraid she would get ill-will' for not completing her work, so she was taking it home, 

to bring back another day. Suzannah Redmond said that it was chiefly a little bit of 

tying that she had, and she just put it down her breast for fear it would be left. Mary 

Nuttall said that what was found on her was but a very small bit, and she had never 

done so before, and she would 'take her oath of it'. Mary Yates who had been seen to 

throw some waste from her, said that all she had were two bottles in her pockets, as 

they had been having a footing and she did not want the overlooker to know she had 

15 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; and The 
Manchester Guardian, Saturday 25 July 1829. Ann Lambert was sentenced to fourteen years' 
transportation and Margaret Kelly to seven years Their disposals were not found 
16 Jones wrote that it was common for textile workers to hide small amounts of material on the 
person at the end ofa day's work, in Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', p 157. 
17 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 27 February 1837; and The 
Manchester Guardian, Saturday 4 March 1837. There were no indictments for felony for these nine 
women in the pre-trial calendars ofliberates for the 27 February 1837 quarter sessions though they 
may have been tried at sessions for misdemeanours. The Manchester Guardian, reported that all were 
found guilty of stealing cloth and were each sentenced to one month's imprisonment in the New 
Bailey 
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any bottles. 18 Louisa Jennison said that she had been winding tying, and she had put it 

in her bosom to take to her reeling, and she had forgotten it. Ann Wilkinson said she 

had only taken a very little bit. 

This was another example of by-employment in which the women were 

supplementing their wages by stealing. But it also could have been an example of a 

standing perquisite. 19 The taking of small amounts of cloth products or raw materials 

was sometimes tolerated by employers as a privilege of the job, though there had to 

be occasional clamp-downs to restore balance when pilferage got out of hand. It was 

customary in many mill halls when the finished cloth was removed from the machine 

for weavers to keep the 'thrum' or remnants of warp thread still on the loom and the 

small lengths of weft remaining in the shuttle. 20 This is what some of the women did 

in this case. Whether pilferage or perquisite, this example not only illustrated the 

small quantities and low values of cotton goods stolen in this manner but also 

emphasised the importance to working women of such seemingly insignificant 

activities as a means of obtaining money. 

A particular characteristic oflarceny of cloth was that in most cases only 

cloth products were taken during individual thefts. In 72.8 percent of indictments no 

property other than cloth was listed as stolen, an indication that most pilfering 

occurred in workplaces where cloth was plentiful, where there was easy access to 

cloth goods, where small amounts could be readily hidden on the person and taken 

away and where there was a convenient receiver. A typical case was the offence by 

James Vickers21 who stole a total of forty yards of waistcoating from his master 

18 A 'footing' was a party held to celebrate Christmas or when someone was leaving work to get 
married, and all the participants brought something to eat and drink, hence Mary Yates's two bottles; 
Gausden, private papers. 
19 Emsley gives a clear explanation of the differences between perquisites and stealing in 'Fiddles, 
Perks and Pilferage', in Emsley, Crime and Society m En!(land, pp. 103-128. 
20 Emsley, Crime and Society in Enf(land, pp. 110-116. 
21 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 December 1833; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 7 December 1833. For stealing 
twenty-four yards ofwaistcoating from his master, James Vickers was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Ganymede, from February 1834 to 8 May 1834, and 
sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the William Metcalfe (3) in May 1834. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, 
HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/44, 83 James Vickers, 
William Metcalfe (3), 4 September 1834. Vickers was a clerk from Cheshire. He had been convicted 
before for obtaining sugar by false pretences from his employer and imprisoned for one year in 
Lancaster Castle His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship good - the surgeon
superintendent reported that he 'writes a good hand and is a very quiet and industrious man'. In Van 
Diemen's Land he committed 15 offences against colonial regulations including 'being incorrigible', 
'making away with his master's property', and 2 felonies - in 1836 'being illegally at large and 
stealing a bay mare' for which he was sentenced to 7 years' transportation and sent to Port Arthur; 
and in 1842 'feloniously stealing 1 horse value £30 and 1 saddle and 1 bridle' for which he was 
sentenced to 6 years' imprisonment in Port Arthur. During servitude he was punished with 2 
reprimands, 13 additional years, 19 months' hard labour, 15 days in solitary confinement and 86 
lashes 



167 

Frederick Doubleday of Manchester, carried the cloth on his person in pieces from 

the warehouse and offered them to a tailor at a low price when 'the value of this 

plunder was upwards of £300'. The tailor was suspicious and called the police. 

When arrested Vickers said that 'receivers had induced him to steal the cloth'. 

Though cloth was targeted in most larcenies, there were a few occasions when 

it was stolen during general scavenging thefts. For example Thomas Leigh broke into 

James Whiteley's house in January 1836 and stole a variety of articles including a 

pair of breeches, a coat, two blankets and twenty yards of fustian cord.22 Fustian 

was one of Manchester's specialty cotton fabrics, a cloth commonly worn by the 

Lancastrian working class - 'the musty odour of damp cotton fustian was held, like 

the smell of toasted herring, to be characteristic of the lower orders'. 23 These lengths 

of stolen cloth would have been useful to Leigh who was a tailor in a working-class 

community. 

A second characteristic was that most cloth products were stolen in small 

quantities - 86.5 percent of indictments were for amounts less than fifty yards in 

length of cloth or fifty pounds weight of raw cotton or fifty cotton cops. There was 

obviously some form of strict control by employers over the manufacturing and 

storage processes because very little cloth or cotton products were stolen in bulk 

sufficient for large-scale commercial resale. 

There were a few cases involving large quantities and the robbery by John 

Winstanley and Henry Hull was a typical example. During early morning darkness 

on 26 June 1830 they broke through the security shutters of Joseph Unsworth' s 

warehouse at Blackrod, entered the cloth storage room and carried out through the 

shattered windows 100 yards of kerseymere cloth, twelve lengths of handkerchief 

cloth and twelve pairs of stockings. At dawn they made their escape down 

Blackrod's main street with the awkward load on their shoulders. A constable saw 

them 'walking along the highway much fatigued' from carrying the cumbersome 

22 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 29 February 1836. For 
breaking into a dwelling house and stealing twenty yards of fustian cord, a pair of breeches, a coat 
and two blankets, Thomas Leigh was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the 
hulk, Justitia, from March 1836 to 7 March 1837, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Blenhe1m 
(2) in March 1837. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 
18, Con 23 and Con 31/25, 1068 Thomas Leigh, Blenhe1m (2), 16 July 1837. Leigh was a tailor 'of 
eighteen months' from Manchester He had been convicted before of a misdemeanour and imprisoned 
for two months His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk good and in the ship good. He 
committed no offences in Van Diemen's Land. He was granted a ticket of leave in 1841 and a 
conditional pardon on 28 July 1842. 
23 Kidd, Manchester, p 16. See also Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, p. 221. 
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bundle, arrested them and took them to the watch house. 24 

Sentencing for theft of cloth 

The specific sentences handed down by magistrates to all 693 offenders 

indicted for stealing cloth are given in Annex H. There were twenty-two separate 

types of sentences so to simplify assessment they have been grouped into ten 

categories which are shown in Figure 12-8. 

Figure 12-8: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Grouped Sentencing 

for Stealing Cloth 1828-1837 

Sentence Ooth Percent of Ooth Percent of All 
Offenders Offenders (693) Offenders (7,763) 

transnortation for 7 vears 136 19.6 14.2 

transnortation for 14 vears 48 6.9 6.4 

transportation for hfe 13 1.9 1.7 

imprisoned from 7 months to 3 years 53 7.6 86 

imnrisoned from 5 weeks to 6 months -347 50.1 48.0 

imprisoned from 1 day to 1 month 63 9.1 14.3 

not e:uiltv 29 4.2 4.2 

discharged 3 0.4 1.5 

remanded 0 0.0 0.6 

miscellaneous d1snosals 1 0.2 0.5 

total 693 100.0 100.0 

Cloth offenders were more likely to be sentenced to transportation than 

offenders overall - 28.4 percent to 22 .3 percent - with a particularly sharp increase 

in the rate of transportation for seven years. There was an equivalent decrease in 

imprisonment for periods from one day to one month. This disproportionate 

sentencing to transportation was partly caused by the excessive number of cloth 

24 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 19 July 1830, The 
Manchester Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 24 
July 1830 For breaking and entering 'through shutters and glass' into a shop at Blackrod and 
stealing ten yards ofkerseymere, twelve handkerchiefs and twelve pairs of stockings, John Winstanley 
was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, York, from 18 August 1830 
to 5 October 1830, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the John I (3) in October 1830. PRO 
London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 
31/46, 1186 John Winstanley, John! (3), 28 January 1831. Winstanley was a miner, well sinker, 
quarryman and borer. There was no record of previous convictions. His conduct in gaol was bad, in 
the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 19 offences against 
colonial regulations, 14 of them for absence and including one for 'being absent from his station 
during the explosion ofa blast in the quarry' for which he was sentenced to three months' hard 
labour. During servitude he was punished with 2 reprimands, 15 months' hard labour, 27 days on 
the treadwheel, 14 days in solitary confinement and 86 lashes. Henry Hull was sentenced to seven 
years' transportation, imprisoned in the hulk, York, from 25 August 1830 to 24 March 1831 when he 
was transported to New South Wales. 
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offenders who had been convicted before at quarter sessions. Of the 432 committed 

to trial, 105 had been convicted before, a rate of24.3 percent which was much higher 

than the rate of 21. 9 percent for all offenders. 

When this compounding circumstance was introduced into sentencing, a 

significantly high rate of punishment by transportation resulted- 75.2 percent of 

cloth offenders who had been convicted before were sentenced to transportation 

compared with 28.4 percent all cloth thieves and 22.3 percent of all offenders. This 

was remarkable high and supported the view that magistrates punished severely 

those offenders who had been convicted before of a felony. 

Ages 

Figure 12-9: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Sentencing of Cloth Offenders 

who had been Convicted Before of a felony 1828-183425 

Sentence Goth Percent of Cloth Percent of 
Offenders Offenders Offenders 
Convicted Convicted Before Who Stole 

Before (105) Cloth (693) 

transoortat10n 79 75.2 28.4 

imorisonment 26 24.8 66.8 

other disoosals 0 0.0 4.8 

total 105 100.0 100.0 

The ages of cloth offenders showed a marked dissimilarity to the age pattern 

for all offenders. Older people were more likely to steal cloth than young - 40.4 

percent were over the age of thirty compared with 28.2 percent for all offenders. 

Older people may have been more involved in cloth stealing as a result of having 

skills which made them more desirable as employees in textile mills and warehouses 

where there were opportunities to steal cloth.26 

The numbers of offenders in age groupings and a comparison with ages of 

offenders overall are given in Figure 12-10, and illustrated by the chart in Figure 12-

11. 

25 The compounding offence of having been convicted before of a felony was included only in post
trial indictments between 1828 and 1834 and not in pre-trial indictments between 1835 and 1837. 
26 Jones however noted that in the 1830's a large number of delinquent young people were employed 
in cotton mills; Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', pp. 168-169. 
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Figure 12-10: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Age Groupings 

of Cloth Offenders 1835-183717 

Age Grouping Male Female Total Percent of Cloth Percent of All 
Offenders (260) Offenders (7,763) 

9 to 14 vears 10 3 13 5.0 5.0 

15 to 19 vears 50 12 62 23 .8 27.7 

20 to 24 vears 30 8 38 14.6 26.4 

25 to 29 vears 31 11 42 16.2 12.7 

30 to 34 vears 30 4 34 13 .1 7.8 

35 to 39 vears 16 3 19 7.3 7.1 

40 to 44 vears 14 1 15 5.8 4.5 

45 to 49 vears 19 0 19 7.3 3.7 

50 to 54 years 7 l 8 3.1 2.2 

55 to 59 vears 4 0 4 1.5 1.6 

60 to 64 vears 4 l 5 1.9 0.9 

65 to 71 years 1 0 1 0.4 0.4 

total 216 44 260 100.0 100.0 

Figure 12-11: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Comparison of Age Groupings 

of Cloth Offenders 1835-1837 
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Age Groupings 
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27 Ages were included in indictments only in pre-trial indictments between 1835 and 1837 and not in 
post-trial indictments between 1828 and 1834. 
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Chapter Thirteen 

Stealing from the Person 

Stealing from the person involved the direct taking of property by picking 

pockets, snatching purses, highway robberies and theft during acts of prostitution. 

Legally offences against the person occurred in two ways: by stealing money, goods 

or chattels 'from the person privily without his knowledge' such as picking pockets; 

and by 'feloniously taking money, goods, chattels of any value from a person, or in a 

person's presence, against his will, by violence or putting at fear' such as by 

highway robbery. 1 Violent assault and robbery in the street was a frequently used 

method in the Salford Hundred, particularly in urban Manchester where nearly three 

quarters of offences against the person were committed. 2 

John Burgess a visitor to Manchester from Harpurhey was the victim of a 

street robbery in Great Ancoats Street during darkness in October 1831. 

He [Burgess]was suspicious of two men following him, and not liking their appearance, 

having seen them as he came to town in the morning, standing at the New Cross 

amongst other bad characters, he quickened his pace to get out of their way. They 

followed him, separated and came at him from different directions. One clapped a hand 

on his mouth, one seized a watch and chain.3 

From descriptions given by Burgess the police identified Edward Oldham4 

and Edward Heaton5 and arrested them later that night when they were found by a 

1 Radzinowicz, A History of English Criminal Law, Volume 1, pp. 636-637; and Emsley, Crime and 
Society in England, p. 23. In this thesis offences which which have been clearly identified as larceny 
with violence on the streets will be called street or highway robberies. 
2 Of 633 offences against the person 458 were committed in Manchester. 
3 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 29 October 1831. 
4 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 24 October 1831; and The 
Manchester Courier and Liverpool General Advertlser, Saturday 29 October 1831. For stealing a 
watch from the person, Edward Oldham was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, from December 1831 to 11February1832, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in theKatherme Stewart Forbes (2) in February 1832. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, 
HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/33, 134 Edward Oldham, 
Katherine Stewart Forbes (2), 16 July 1832. Oldham was a brick maker from Manchester. He had 
been convicted before for vagrancy and imprisoned for three months. He was described in court as 'a 
very bad character'. His conduct in gaol was indifferent and in the hulk and ship orderly. In Van 
Diemen's Land he committed 11 offences against colonial regulations including 5 for drunkenness 
and 3 for disorderly conduct In 1834 he was sentenced to 6 days on the treadwheel for 'driving a 
horse without reins in Macquarie Street and endangering the public'. He committed 1 unnamed 
felony for which he was sentenced to an additional 2 years. During servitude he was punished with 1 
reprimand, 2 additional years, 1 month's hard labour, 28 days on the treadwheel and 1 day in solitary 
confinement. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1839 and his additional 2 years were remitted in 
1845 
5 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 24 October 1831; and The 
Manchester Courier and Liverpool General Advertiser, Saturday 29 October 1831. Edward Heaton 
was sentenced to one year's imprisonment in Lancaster Castle 
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beadle in a public house nearby. They were tried at quarter sessions for the offence 

of 'stealing from the person'. 

Between 1828 and 1837 in the Salford Hundred there were 633 indictments 

for stealing from the person, 431 of them against men and 202 against women. This 

was a female participation rate of 31.9 percent, remarkably high when compared with 

20.2 percent for all women's offences. 

Indictments for simple larceny usually involved only one element in the 

written charge - the specific nature of the stolen articles. However some larceny 

offences involved an additional and more important element - the aggravating 

circumstance of 'stealing from the person'. It was given preferred status in the 

indictment, more legal importance being attached to it than to the quantity or value of 

the stolen property. This occurred because offences against the person had always 

been considered grave crimes. Prior to 1823 judges were obliged to apply the death 

sentence though in most cases they commuted capital punishment to transportation. 6 

After 1823 they were given discretionary power to sentence offenders to 

transportation instead of death, and in 1828 Peel' s reform of criminal law transferred 

the responsibility for most offences against the person to quarter sessions. When 

dealing with these offences, justices of the peace were required by legislation to 

punish with severity.7 

In this thesis, offences against the person have been counted in calculations of 

other general offences. Figure 13-1 shows their distribution. 

Figure 13-1: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Distribution of Offences 

Against the Person 1828-18378 

Categories of Property Offences Males Females 
Against the Involved Involved 

Person 

weanng apparel 84 78 6 

goods and chattels 133 105 28 

monev 453 284 169 

cloth 9 8 1 

food 1 1 0 

other - larcenv unknown 3 1 2 

total 683 477 206 

6 Radzinowicz, A History qf EnKlish Criminal Law, Volume I, pp 325-326 and 340-341. 
7 9 Geo IV, c 31, (1828). 
8 The reason for the number ofoffences (683) being greater than the number of indictments (633) is 
that in some cases a single indictment for stealing from the person sometimes included different types 
of property such as a watch, money and a handkerchief, the theft of each being an offence. 
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Stealing money from the person 

In the Salford Hundred between 1828 and 1837 there were 453 indictments 

for stealing money from the person. Figure 13-2 shows the numbers of offences and 

amounts of money stolen. 

Figure 13-2: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Amounts of Money 

Stolen from the Person 1828-1837 

Money Amount Male Female Total Percent of 
Offenders Offenders Offenders Offenders (453) 

0 to 5/11 71 16 87 19.2 

61- to 10/11 46 21 67 14.8 

ll/- to £1.19.ll 57 50 107 23.6 

£2 to £3.19.11 38 34 72 15.9 

£4 to £5.19. ll 23 12 35 7.7 

£6 to £7.19.ll 7 9 16 3.5 

£8 to £9.19.11 8 12 20 4.4 

£10 to £15.19.11 5 3 8 1.8 

£16 to £19.19 11 5 3 8 1.8 

£20 to £39.19 11 8 8 16 3.5 

£40 to £90 7 1 8 1.8 

nurses bags pockets 9 0 9 2.0 

total 284 169 453 100.0 

There were few instances of large quantities of money being stolen at the one 

time - eight indictments only for amounts above £40, the largest being £80 stolen by 

Ann Buckley from the person of John Newell at Manchester.9 The majority were for 

small amounts. One fifth were for less than six shillings and most were trivial sums 

like James Blake's10 theft of eight pennies from Thomas Taylor's pocket in 

Manchester and James Butterworth's11 of two shillings from Robert Heaton's pocket 

at Wardleworth. Almost one quarter of offences were for amounts between eleven 

9 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 21 April 1828. Ann Buckley 
was sentenced to seven years' transportation. Her disposal is unknown. 
10 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831. James Blake 
was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
11 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 7 January 1833. For stealing 
2/- from the person, James Butterworth was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned 
in the hulk, York, from February 1833 to 15 May 1833, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Stakesby in May 1833 PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 14, 
Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/5, 1953 James Butterworth, Stakesby, 4 September 1833. Butterworth was 
a ploughman from Rochdale. He had been convicted before twice for stealing money from the person 
and been twice imprisoned for six months. His conduct in gaol and in the hulk was very good and in 
the ship good. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 17 offences against colonial regulations and 2 
felonies - in 1835 larceny of an iron pot and a quantity of flour (18 months' hard labour), and in 1837 
'attempting to steal a cooper's jacket on the wharf (36 lashes). During servitude he was punished 
with 1 reprimand, 67 months' hard labour, 6 hours in the stocks, 28 days in solitary confinement and 
160 lashes. He was granted a free certificate in 1843. 
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shillings and £2, a typical example being Jane Jones's theft of £1. 7.6 from James 

Taylor at Manchester. 12 

Women were frequent offenders being involved in 169 of 453 money offences 

against the person. This was a participation rate of 37.3 percent, substantially higher 

than the women's rate of 31.9 percent for stealing from the person and nearly twice 

the female rate of20.2 percent for all offences. 13 

Purses, money bags, money boxes and pocket books were associated with 

stealing money from the person- 110 were stolen, sixty-eight by males and forty

two by females. They were of no criminal significance, merely receptacles for money 

coincidentally stolen. 

Picking pockets 

Picking pockets was particularly frequent in the nineteenth century. 14 

Usually pickpockets gathered around busy places like coaching inns, railway 

stations, theatres, fairs and race tracks where they worked in gangs of four to five. 

Their methods varied but the general pattern involved distracting the 'mark' or victim 

by 'crowding on him, jostling, pressing on him, surrounding him', and if his hands 

happened to be in his pockets protecting his property then tipping his hat over his 

eyes so he was forced to remove'One hand. His pockets were swiftly emptied and 

the contents passed from one accomplice to another, the spoils being separated from 

the original thieves who would have nothing on them if caught. 15 

Pickpockets preferred coins, watches and gold chains especially those of 

middle-class gentlemen who fashionably displayed valuable personal property and 

expensive ornaments while in public places and carried large sums of money including 

gold coins. A favourite place for pickpockets in the Salford Hundred was a fair, one 

of few entertainments attended by all social classes where there was a close mingling 

of the rich, the poor, 'the dregs of the local population', professional troublemakers 

12 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 4 July 1831. Jane Jones was 
sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
13 This high incidence of female involvement in offences against the person was also noted in Jones, 
'Crime and Police in Manchester', p. 168. 
14 For the reasons for the rise in numbers of offences against the person in the nineteenth century see 
'Gonaphs, footpads and the swell mob', in Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, pp. 165-186 
15 Neale, Juvenile Delinquency in Manchester, p. 14, Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p. 195; 
and Chadwick Papers statement ofE Reece, quoted in Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, pp. 100-
101. 
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and violent criminals from outside the local area. 16 

It is difficult to know how much picking of pockets occurred in the Salford 

Hundred because the wording of indictments at quarter sessions did not include the 

aggravating circumstance of 'stealing privily from the person'. Some offences were 

identified by newspaper reports, some by convicts' confessions on arrival in Van 

Diemen's Land and others by the circumstances of the crime. Abraham Halliwell 

clearly was picking pockets when he took a watch and chain from Ashton Ogden's 

fob at Oldham, 17 as were Solomon Dean when he lifted a watch from John Bradley's 

pocket in Manchester18 and James Robinson caught stealing in the crowd at a political 

gathering in Manchester. 19 

Robinson stole the knife from a young man named John Brown at St Peter' s Field, 

during the time Mr Hunt was addressing a large assembly of people, on his late visit to 

this town The prisoner bore a dreadful character, having been several times convicted 

16 For a description of social behaviour at fairs see Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, pp 76-82. 
17 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 12 January 1835. For 
stealing a watch and chain, Abraham Halliwell was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Ganymede, from 11February1835 to 17 August 1835, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Layton II (2) in August 1835 PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; 
and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/21, 2006 Abraham Halliwell, Layton II (2), 10 
December 1835. Halliwell was a chair bottomer from Oldham He had been convicted before for 
vagrancy and imprisoned for fourteen days. His conduct in gaol was indifferent, and in the hulk and 
ship good In Van Diemen's Land he committed 25 offences against colonial regulations including 5 
for absconding and 7 for misconduct. He committed 1 felony - 'having in possession a forged 
document, a promissory note for £1' for which he was sentenced to 9 months' hard labour During 
servitude he was punished with 5 additional years, 64 months' hard labour, 28 days on the 
treadwheel, 39 days in solitary confinement and 50 lashes. In 1838 he was granted a remission of an 
extended sentence of 1 year for absconding and in 1845 a free certificate. 
18 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 26 October 1835 For 
stealing a watch from the person, Solomon Dean was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Justitza, from January 1836 to 15 August 1836, and sailed to Van Diemen's 
Land in the Eden I (1) in August 1836. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT 
Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/11, 1181 Solomon Dean, Eden! (1), 22 December 1836. 
Dean was a labourer from Bolton. He had been indicted before and acquitted of stealing a watch. His 
conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk good (though ironed for misbehaviour) and in the ship 
good. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 9 offences against colonial regulations including absence 
from the monthly muster for which he was reprimanded During servitude he was punished with 2 
reprimands, 6 months' hard labour and 13 days in solitary confinement. He was granted a ticket of 
leave in 1841 and a free certificate in 1842. 
19 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 16 April 1831. For stealing a 
knife from the person, James Robinson was sentenced to transportation for life, was imprisoned in 
the hulk, Cumberland, from 19 May 1831 to 14 July 1831, and sailed to Van Diemen' s Land in the 
Lord Lyndoch (1) in July 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, 
Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/37, 762 James Robinson, Lord Lyndoch (1), 18 November 1831. 
Robinson was a groom and shoemaker in Manchester. He had been convicted before four times: 
twice for shoplifting and imprisoned for six and twelve months; fighting and imprisoned for 12 
months; and an unknown felony. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk orderly and in the ship 
unknown In Van Diemen's Land he committed 9 offences against colonial regulations including 'as 
a constable being in a public house drunk with a prostitute'; and 1 unknown felony. During 
servitude he was punished with 1 admonishment and 8 months' hard labour. He was granted a ticket 
of leave in 1840. 
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before, and he was therefore sentenced to be transported for life. 20 

Pickpockets also stole from women. Benjamin Barlow picked Mary Ann 

Edwards's pocket of a purse, a snuffbox and fourpence while she was absorbed in 

the tricks of some jugglers at the Knott-Mill fair near the southern end of the 

Deansgate criminal area;21 and thirteen-year-old John Wolstencroft picked a purse 

from Mary White's pocket at Great Bolton. 22 A number of child thieves like 

W olstencroft specialised as 'toolers' or pickers of ladies' pockets, their thefts made 

easier by women's mode of dress - skirts supported by numerous petticoats which 

made them stand out from their bodies. Accustomed to 'perpetually brushing and 

pressing against people and objects', women were neither aware of thieves' fingers in 

pockets on the outsides of their dresses nor the extraction of their small embroidered 

purses. 23 

Stealing handkerchiefs has always been associated with picking pockets. It 

was fashionable for gentlemen to display a large and sometimes coloured 

handkerchief in a coat-tail pocket with a 'comer picturesquely trailing' and tempting 

for a thief Large handkerchiefs had a practical as well as decorative purpose - snuff 

20 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 16 April 1831. 
21 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831; The 
Manchester Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 16 
April 1831 For stealing fourpence and a purse, Benjamin Barlow was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, from 20 May 1831 to 5 July 1831, and sailed to 
Van Diemen's Land in the Strathjieldsay (J) in July 1831 PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and 
HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/37, 1599 Benjamin Barlow, 
Strathfieldsay (1), 15 November 1831. Barlow was an unemployed labourer in Manchester. He had 
been convicted before five times: attempting to commit a felony on two occasions; and three times 
for vagrancy and imprisoned for two months each time. 'He had appeared at the bar under three 
different names, one alias being Charles Barlow, another Revel. The police officers gave him a very 
bad character'. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In Van 
Diemen' s Land he committed 9 offences against colonial regulations including 4 for drunkenness; and 
1 felony - attempting to steal a shovel for which he was sentenced to 3 months' hard labour. During 
servitude he was punished with 10 months' hard labour, 6 hours in the stocks, 3 days in solitary 
confinement and 50 lashes. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1837 
22 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 September 1833. For 
stealing a purse, John Wolstencroft was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in 
the hulk, Euryalus, from 2 December 1833 to 13 June 1835, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Aurora I (2) in June 1835 PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 
14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/47, 1989 John Wolstencroft, Aurora I (2), 20 October 1835 
Wolstencroft was a thirteen-year-old labouring boy from Bolton. He had been convicted before five 
times· twice as a vagrant; stealing shoes and imprisoned for seven days; stealing lemon drops and 
imprisoned for fourteen days, and committing an unnamed felony and imprisoned for six months. 
His conduct in gaol was very bad, and in the hulk and ship good. In Van Diemen's Land he 
committed 17 offences against colonial regulations including 6 days in solitary confinement at Point 
Puer for 'not breaking a sufficient quantity of stones', and 1 felony for which he was sentenced to 2 
years at Port Arthur. During servitude he was punished with 1 reprimand, 2 additional years and 43 
days in solitary confinement. He was granted a free certificate in 1840. On 17 March 1841 when free 
he was sentenced at quarter sessions to 7 years' transportation for larceny. 
23 Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, pp. 173-174. 
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was in common usage and large handkerchiefs were a necessary part of snuff taking. 24 

However in the Salford Hundred between 1828 and 1837 it was not a significant 

offence - only sixty-six handkerchiefs were listed as stolen from the person. On 

forty-two of these occasions single handkerchiefs were taken and nothing else, an 

indication of deliberate picking of pockets. 

Chesney observed that in urban areas a large number of boys earned a living 

by 'tailing', that is by lifting handkerchiefs from men's coat-tail pockets.25 In most 

cases they were charged with simple larceny and not with the aggravating 

circumstance of committing an offence against the person. 

Besides being nippy and inconspicuous, child dippers had another advantage. When 

they were caught they were usually tried summarily and, unless they made repeated 

appearances in the same police court, they were likely to be treated leniently.26 

This was also the judicial practice in the Salford Hundred. Magistrate Norris 

said that most pickpocket offences were committed by boys21 but of all indictments 

for stealing from the person in the Salford Hundred between 1828 and 183 7 only five 

were against boys below the age of fifteen. In cases of stealing handkerchiefs forty

nine of fifty-three offences were by adult males and four by adult females. Picking 

pockets to the degree that it went to quarter sessions for trial as a felony was 

primarily an adult male's crime.28 

Snatching articles from the person 

Stealing from the person also involved the snatching of articles such as 

watches, pocket books and purses. This occurred mostly in busy crowded 

thoroughfares during the day.29 It was a common method of stealing in the Salford 

Hundred though there is no way of determining its frequency because aggravating 

circumstances were not recorded in indictments. However two offenders were 

24 Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, pp 185-186. 
25 Chesney observed that pickpockets usually started their careers before the age of ten and achieved 
their peak of competence before becoming teenagers; and that it was a crime suited to young people 
because it required 'acute responses', in Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, p. 150 
26 Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, pp. 167-169. A descriptive example of the rise and fall ofa 
typical pickpocket from the age of nine to thirteen is given in Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, 
pp. 170-175. 
21 The Manchester Courter and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 9 September 1836; and 
LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 29 August 1836. 
28 This is supported by Jones's observation that in regard to picking pockets in Manchester 'the most 
common offenders were persons under the age of thirty', in Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', 
p 158. 
29 Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p. 138. 
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identified snatching property, the first being Mary Gallagher charged with stealing a 

watch 'from the person ofEdward Taylor'. 

The evidence against her was, that about three o'clock of the morning of the 17th of 

July, the prisoner met the prosecutor, and, without saying a word to him, snatched his 

watch from his fob, and ran off. He and another man, however, pursued and overtook 

her, with the watch in her possession.30 

The second was John Lowe a seventeen-year-old thief who snatched a 

reticule containing a handkerchief and thirteen shillings from Miss Susannah Lea 

while she was walking along Chapel Street, Salford, at night. 31 

Stealing from a drunken person 

On some occasions offences against the person occurred when the victims 

were drunk and unable to realise what was happening. Criminals who stole from 

drunks were called in cant 'bug hunters' and they often loitered at fairs, race tracks 

and public houses on the lookout for victims who were tipsy and easy game.32 Such 

was the case in June 1831 when James Lilley stole a purse containing nine shillings 

and sixpence from a drunken John Cooper in a public house at Staly Bridge. 

From the testimony of the prosecutor and two witnesses, it appeared that they met with 

the prisoner and several other persons, were drinking in a public house in Staly Bridge 

at 3 o'clock in the morning, and that the prisoner pushed the prosecutor over on the 

floor, and then fell upon him, and that he continued in that situation for several 

minutes; that in a few minutes after he had risen from off the prosecutor's person, he 

was observed to go out of the room, that he was followed and watched by one witness, 

who saw him with a purse in his hand, the contents of which he appeared to take out 

30 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; and The 
Manchester Guardian and Wheeler's Manchester Chronicle, Saturday 26 July 1829. Mary Gallagher 
was sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
31 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 16 April 1831. For stealing a 
bag, a handkerchief and thirteen shillings, John Lowe was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, 
was imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 31 May 1831 to 14 July 1831, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Lord Lyndoch (1) in July 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 
27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/28, 643 John Lowe, Lord Lyndoch (J), 18 
November 1831 Lowe was a textile labourer and calenderer (cloth presser) from the Isle of Wight. 
He had been convicted before twice: stealing braces and imprisoned for one month and once flogged; 
and vagrancy and imprisoned for seven days. Constable Hall 'gave him a very bad character .. when 
the chairman sentenced him to fourteen years, his mother, who was in the gallery, screamed out, and 
continued her lamentations, so that the business of the court was completely suspended until she 
could be removed' His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk orderly and in the ship 
unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 15 offences against colonial regulations including 3 
offences of 'gross insolence' and 'attending the monthly muster in a disorderly state'. During 
servitude he was punished with 1 reprimand, 2 admonishments, 18 months' hard labour, 21 days on 
the treadwheel and 3 days in solitary confinement. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1839 and a 
conditional pardon on 24 May 1842 
32 Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, pp 182-184. 
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and to put in his pocket. The witness then saw him double up the purse and place it 
under a stone in the yard. On being charged with the theft, the prisoner denied it, and 

stripped off his clothing, which he gave to his companions to search, but they of course 

pretended not to find anything. It appeared that Garside, the constable, happened then to 

come into the public house, and he took the prisoner into custody.33 

In January 1828 Major Eckersley, an out of work sailor, approached a tipsy 

fanner named John Bowker in an inn at Bolton and put his hand in Bowker's pocket, 

emptying it of all it contained including three silver shillings. For this offence 

Eckersley was sentenced to seven years' transportation and was imprisoned in the 

hulks for four and a half years when he was given a free pardon. In 1834 he was 

convicted for stealing shoes and was sentenced to transportation - an obligatory 

punishment because of his previous sentence oftransportation.34 

Stealing from the person during street robberies 

Street robbery using violence or threats was a common crime throughout the 

Salford Hundred,35 sufficiently frequent in 1835 to provoke Magistrate Norris to tell 

the grand jury at the 2 March sessions that 'there are several cases of highway 

robbery or, as it is called, street robbery, attended with violence, which is on the 

33 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 4 July 1831; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 9 July 1831. For stealing five 
shillings from the person, James Lilley was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned 
in the hulk, Cumberland, from 4 August 1831 to 26 March 1832, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land 
in the England (2) in March 1832. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart 
Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/28, 669 James Lilley, England (2), 18 July 1832. Lilley was a 
butcher from Staly Bridge. He was stout, thirty-seven years of age and the father of five children, and 
had been convicted before for assault and imprisoned for two months His conduct in gaol was 
indifferent, in the hulk orderly and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he was employed as 
a 'grave digger'. He committed 3 offences against colonial regulations for being drunk, absent and 
insolent, and was punished with 1 admonishment and 7 days on the treadwheel. He was granted a 
ticket ofleave in 1836. 
34 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 6 January 1834, and The Manchester Courier 
and Lancashire General Adverflser, Saturday 28 January 1834. For stealing a pair of shoes, Major 
Eckersley was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Fortitude, 
from February 1834 to 26 March 1834, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the John Barry (3) in 
April 1834. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, 
Con 23 and Con 31/11, 411 Major Eckersley, John Barry (3), 11 August 1834. Eckersley was a 
sailor from Bolton. He had been convicted before twice: for stealing money when 'he put his hand in 
a farmer's pocket at an inn in Bolton and emptied it of three shillings', for which was sentenced to 
seven years' transportation serving four and a half years in hulks at Chatham; and for assault and 
imprisoned for one month. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship orderly. 
On arrival in Van Diemen' s Land it was 'ordered by the Secretary of State that he be worked in a 
second class chain gang'. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 16 offences against colonial 
regulations including 10 for drunkenness; and 1 felony - stealing a sheep for which he was ordered by 
the Attorney General to be sent to 'some other district'. During servitude he was punished with 1 
reprimand, 1 admonishment, 23 months' hard labour, 3 days in solitary confinement and 30 lashes. 
He was granted a ticket of leave in 1841 and 'to be discharged free by servitude' on 20 March 1846. 
35 Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', p. 159. 
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increase'.36 The amount was difficult to determine because the aggravating 

circumstance of violence was not shown in indictments. However there were two 

indications that this criminal method was frequent - newspaper reports of 

proceedings of Salford Hundred quarter sessions, and convicts' confessions on arrival 

in Van Diemen's Land when fifty-five male and eleven female convicts (7 percent of 

the cohort) stated that their offences involved street robberies. 

Street robberies were mostly carried out in three ways - by menaces, by 

violence during opportunity crime and by violence during planned crime. There was 

a pattern in the method which usually involved stalking, pursuit, confrontation, 

menaces or assault and fmally muffling by placing a hand over the victim's mouth to 

prevent calling for help while a search of pockets was undertaken. Examples of 

street robberies without violence were those by Mary Crompton,37 John Coop38 and 

William Walsh,39 'notorious thieves' who were charged with stealing £2.12.0 and 

twelve handkerchiefs from the person of David Howarth when they confronted him 

on the street at Great Bolton and demanded money; and by John Jones40 who 

36 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 7 March 183 5. 
37 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 7 July 1834; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 12 July 1834. For stealing 
£2.12.6 and twelve handkerchiefs from the person, Mary Crompton was sentenced to fourteen years' 
transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the New Grove in October 1834 PRO London 
HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/1, 259 Mary Crompton, New 
Grove, 27 March 1835. Crompton was a house servant from Bolton. She had been convicted before 
four times for vagrancy and imprisoned for a total of 6 months in the New Bailey. Her conduct in 
gaol was bad and in the ship good. In Van Diemen's land she committed 12 offences against 
colonial regulations including 4 against routine discipline and 4 for absence. During servitude she 
was punished with 2 reprimands, 12 months' hard labour and 6 days in solitary confinement She 
was granted a ticket of leave in 1840 but died soon after 
38 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 7 July 1834; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 12 July 1834. For stealing money 
and handkerchiefs from the person, John Coop was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Fortitude, from August 1834 to 7 May 1835 and sailed to Van Diemen's 
Land in the Norfolk (4) in May 1835. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT 
Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/7, 1899 John Coop, Norfolk (4), 28 August 1835 Coop 
was a labourer and piecer from Manchester. There was no record of previous convictions. His 
conduct in gaol was indifferent,and in the hulk and ship good In Van Diemen's Land he committed 
11 offences against colonial regulations including 5 for misconduct and 2 for neglect of work He 
committed 3 felonies - 'embezzling 100 lbs of flour', 'larceny under the value of £5' and 'receiving 
stolen property under the value of £5'. During servitude he was punished with 1 reprimand, I 
admonishment, 2 additional years, 44 months' hard labour, 21 days in solitary confinement and 25 
lashes. 
39 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 7 July 1834; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 12 July 1834. For stealing money 
and handkerchiefs from the person, William Walsh was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, 
was imprisoned in the hulk, Fortitude, from August 1834 to 16 March 1835 and was transported to 
New South Wales on 16 March 1835. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27. 
40 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 4 July 1831; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 9 July 1831 For stealing a watch 
from the person, John Jones was sentenced to transportation for life, was imprisoned in the hulk, 
Leviathan, from 11 August 1831 to 24 September 1831, and was transported to New South Wales on 
the Asia I (6) PRO London, HO 8, HO 9 and HO 27. 
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stopped Charles Buck on the highway and stole his watch 'but obtained the 

property without resorting to absolute violence'. 

Benjamin Nicks, Samuel Clark, 41 Isaac Taylor42 and John Davis43 committed 

highway robbery with violence on the Rochdale Road near Castleton when they 

demanded money from Edmund Collinge not knowing he was a constable. Collinge 

arrested his attackers and took them into custody. Previously there had been a 

number of robberies on this road by men who 'looked like navigators' and the police 

had long suspected these four who were 'rail navvies' working on the line to 

Birmingham.44 John Davis protested his innocence when arrested, again at quarter 

sessions and once more on arrival in Hobart Town saying, 'I did not do it, I am 

innocent of the charge'. This was one of few instances when a Salford Hundred 

convict strongly and persistently protested his innocence. 

Opportunity crime also involved violence. Three descriptive examples 

demonstrate the brutal nature of many unplanned street robberies. The first offence 

was by Abraham Fitton who stole £1.19.6 from the person of Abraham Cocker at 

Middleton. While walking home from the public house at night, Cocker was 

suddenly attacked by three men who 'seized him from behind shouting death or 

money. They threw Cocker to the ground, kicked him, tried to throttle him and took 

41 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 March 1835; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 7 March 183 5. Benjamin Nicks 
and Samuel Clark were sentenced to seven years' transportation, were imprisoned in the hulk, 
Fortitude, from April 1835 to 31 August 1835, and were transported to New South Wales on 31 
August 1835. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9 and HO 27. 
42 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 March 1835; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 7 March 1835. For committing 
highway robbery, Isaac Taylor was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the 
hulk, Justitia, from 3 April 18351 to 27 October 1835, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Asia 
I (8) in November 1835. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, 
Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/44, 961 Isaac Taylor, Asia I (8), 21 February 1836. Taylor was a rail 
navigator from Draycott. He had been convicted before for bastardy and imprisoned for three months. 
His conduct in gaol was unknown, in the hulk orderly and in the ship very good In Van Diemen's 
land he committed no offences. He died at the Perth Bridge Party on 24 June 1836. 
43 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 March 1835; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 7 March 183 5. For committing 
highway robbery, John Davis was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the 
hulk, Justitia, from 3 April 18351 to 27 October 183 5, and sailed to Van Diemen' s Land in the Asia 
I (8) in November 1835 PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, 
Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/11, 1100 John Davis, Asia I (8), 21February1836. Davis was a 
ploughman and rail navigator from Wishart, Scotland. There was no record of previous offences. His 
conduct in gaol was unknown, in the hulk good and in the ship very good. In Van Diemen's Land 
he committed 3 offences against colonial regulations - absent, out after hours and in a public house 
for which he was reprimanded and sent to the treadwheel for 3 days. He was granted a free certificate 
in 1842. Davis claimed in Britain and in Van Diemen's Land that 'I am innocent of the charge'. 
44 Navigators were rail and canal builders and generally lived in encampments near their work They 
were 'brawny, insolent men' who caused disorder and committed much crime in the neighbourhood 
of their camps. For a description of the unruly and illegal activities of navigators see Chesney, The 
Victorian Underworld, pp 33-43. 
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from him £1.13.6'. Next day Cocker recognised Fitton and he was arrested by police 

and charged. Because this offence of larceny was compounded by the aggravating 

circumstance of stealing from the person accompanied by violence, Fitton was 

sentenced to fourteen years' transportation. 45 

The second example was the offence by Thomas Fielding46 and John Varley47 

who robbed Robert Jackson an aged farmer at night on a lonely stretch of road 

between Todmorden and Walsden. While walking home at 9 pm Jackson passed 

Fielding and Varley who were loitering on the verge. They then followed Jackson, 

approached him, knocked him down, placed a hand over his mouth and searched his 

pockets. 

Jackson succeeded, however, in crying out, 'murder' most lustily The two accused ran 

off, but were apprehended a mile away and Fielding was identified as an offender. 

The third example occurred at night when Robert Humphreys and John 

MacCartley seized Thomas Minton in a street near Deansgate. 'MacCartley raised a 

large bludgeon over Minton's head and threatened to murder him ifhe made any 

alarm'. Minton threw his purse into a nearby garden and when MacCartley was 

unable to find it, he beat Minton on the head with his bludgeon. Minton's calls for 

help were heard by some passersby who went to his assistance. 

The assailants ran away across a field, but Humphreys was caught in the chase. The 

night was fairly bright so the description ofMacCartley was clear, and he was soon 

apprehended by police at the inn, The Moon, at Deansgate, nearby. MacCartley 

45 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 25 October 1830; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 3 0 October 1830. For stealing £2 
from the person, Abraham Fitton was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in 
the hulk, Justitia, from 8 December 1830 to 2 June 1831, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Larkins (3) in June 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 
14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/28, 485 Abraham Fitton, Larkins (3), 19 October 1831. Fitton was a 
labourer from Middleton. There was no record of previous convictions. His conduct in gaol was 
indifferent, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown In Van Diemen's Land he committed 5 
offences against colonial regulations including insolence, drunkenness and disobedience. During 
servitude he was punished with I admonishment, 1 month's hard labour and 30 lashes He was 
granted a ticket ofleave in 1838 and a conditional pardon on 14 October 1841. 
46 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 24 October 1831; The 
Manchester Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 29 
October 1831. For felonious assault with intent to rob, Thomas Fielding was sentenced to seven 
years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Ganymede, from 15 December 1831 to 24 
September 1832, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Jupiter in December 1832. PRO London, 
HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/14, 587 
Thomas Fielding, Jupiter, 28 May 1833. Fielding was a farm labourer from Halifax, Yorkshire. He 
had been indicted before twice: 'discharged no bill' for stealing a watch; and imprisoned one month 
for vagrancy and breaking windows. His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk good and the 
ship orderly. In Van Diemen's Land he committed no offences. 
4 7 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 24 October 1831; The 
Manchester Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 29 
October 1831. John Varley was sentenced to one year's imprisonment in Lancaster Castle. 
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produced the usual witness to give him an alibi. The Deputy-Constable of Chorlton

upon-Medlock described MacCartley as 'one of the worst characters in the township' .48 

Because of the aggravating circumstance of violent assault both offenders 

were sentenced to fourteen years' transportation. There was a further 

compounding factor which increased the severity of Humphrey's punishment. 

Because he had been previously sentenced to transportation, the Secretary of State 

for the Home Office ordered that on arrival in Van Diemen's Land he was 'to be 

worked in a second-class chain gang. 49 

The final method was street robbery by violence during premeditated and 

organised criminal activity. In September 1833 Thomas Mayall5° robbed Moses 

Bennett of a key, a pencil case, a comb and a knife in Bank Street in the commercial 

centre of Manchester's old town not far from the Deansgate criminal area. The 

48 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 September 1833; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 7 September 1833. For assault 
with intent to rob, John MacCartley was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned 
in the hulk, Justitia, from October 1833 to 19 March 1834, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
John Barry (3) in April 1834. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, 
Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/7, 1739 John MacCartley, John Barry (3), 11August1834. 
MacCartley was a labourer and weaver from Carlisle, Cumberland. He had been convicted and 
imprisoned six times before. once for attempted felony and five times for vagrancy. His conduct in 
gaol was bad, and in the hulk and ship orderly. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 16 offences 
against colonial regulations and 2 felonies - 'being illegally at large and stealing a shirt and a pair of 
trousers' and sentenced to an additional 3 years; and 'larceny under £5' and sentenced to 
transportation for life. During servitude he was punished with 35 months' hard labour, 14 days in 
solitary confinement, 61 lashes and transportation for life. 
49 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 2 September 1833; and The Manchester 
Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 7 September 1833 For assault with intent to 
rob, Robert Humphreys was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, 
Justitia, from October 1833 to 1January1834, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Moffatt (J) 
in January 1834 PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 
18, Con 23 and Con 31/21, 1744 Robert Humphreys, Moffatt {I), 9 May 1834. Humphreys was a 
tailor from London. He had been convicted before twice. for highway robbery and sentenced to seven 
years' transportation serving five years in the General Penitentiary, Millbank, and on Justitia and 
Ganymede at Woolwich; and for assault and imprisoned for two months. His conduct in gaol was 
bad, in the hulk orderly and in the ship very good. On arrival in Van Diemen's Land he was 'ordered 
by the Secretary of State to be worked in the second class chain gang'. In Van Diemen's Land he 
committed 1 offence of drunkenness. During servitude he was punished with 14 days in solitary 
confinement. In 1837 he was described as an 'invalid' He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1840 and 
a conditional pardon on 20 September 1842. 
50 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 24 October 1831. For 
felonious assault with intent to rob, Thomas Mayall was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Justztia, from December 1831 to 20 August 183 2, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Circassian II in October 1832. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 
27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/30, 1041 Thomas Mayall, Circassian II, 16 
February 1833. Mayall was a labourer from Manchester. He had been convicted before twice for 
disorderly conduct and imprisoned for three months and one month. His conduct in gaol was 
indifferent, in the hulk orderly and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 2 
offences against colonial regulations for neglect of duty and drunkenness, and was punished with 2 
months' hard labour and a 5/- fine. In 1835 it was 'recorded by command of the Lieutenant-Governor 
in favour of 1041 Thomas Mayall for his praiseworthy conduct in pursuing the thieves and thereby 
preventing the conveyance away of the plunder during a recent burglarious entry of his master Mr 
Forbes's premises'. He was granted a free certificate in 1838. 
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circumstances are described in full here to illustrate the pattern of deliberate planning 

and ruthless execution which characterised many of the Salford Hundred's violent 

street robberies. 

Moses Bennett stated that he was walking up Bank Street on his way from the Post 

Office to his lodgings at about 10 pm when he was suddenly seized by two persons 

behind him; one of them forced his (witness's) hat over his face so as to cover his eyes, 

and the other placed one of his hands on witness's mouth. They then caught him 

around the waist and threw him on the ground, when he heard a third person 

approaching, who asked what was the matter, and immediately after placed his hand 

upon witness's mouth; witness felt the warm hand remove and a fresh cold hand take its 

place, and knew it was the hand of the newcomer from the position in which the man 

stood; witness could see the feet of the man, though the hat prevented him from seeing 

the entire figure. He next felt them search his pockets on the right side, and soon after 

they ran away. The watchman came up just as he was endeavouring to rise He had 

only one opportunity of crying out during the struggle, and then he begged them for 

God's sake to take all he had but spare his life. He was bleeding profusely about the 

face and was much bruised. When he got home he found that a five shilling piece, 

which was all the money he had about him at the time, had escaped the thieves by being 

in his left hand pocket, upon which he lay when on the ground, but the articles named 

in the indictment had been taken. Mary Taylor was passing at the time and she saw 

men in the position described by Mr Bennett, and ran for the watchman, two of whom 

came promptly with her She saw the prisoner running away, and pointed him out to 

the watchmen. She had an opportunity of well observing the man, by the light of the 

lamp, and could positively swear that the prisoner was the individual who held his hand 

upon the mouth of Mr Bennett. When the prisoner was taken, there was fresh blood 

upon one of his hands The jury found Mayall guilty of assault with intent to rob The 

Chairman (Magistrate James Norris) sentenced him to transportation for fourteen years. 

The Chairman said, 'It is the determination of this court to visit such atrocities with 

great severity'.51 

Women also committed street robberies. Violet Welsh, Sarah Smith, 

Rosannah Chapman and Caroline Buxton stole a purse and £8.15. 0 from the person 

of Joseph Wainwright Hodgetts in a dark passageway beside the Woollen Cloth Hall 

on the Salford side of Old Bridge opposite the Collegiate Church. 

This was an indictment against four women of the most abandoned character,52 for 

assaulting Mr J W Hodgetts, manufacturing chemist, of Salford, on the night of 20th of 

January, and stealing from his person a considerable sum of money. Mr Hodgetts was 

accosted by one of the females on the Old Bridge, and when he arrived at the end of the 

passage leading to the Old Cloth Hall, he was seized from behind, dragged up the 

passage, and after being most severely kicked and beaten, was robbed of his purse and 

51 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, and The Manchester Guardian, 
Saturday 29 October 1831. 
52 The term 'abandoned character' was often used to describe women who were both thieves and 
professional prostitutes. 
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the money it contained.53 

For stealing money from the person with violence during a street robbery, 

Welsh,54 Smith,55 Chapman56 and Buxton57 were all sentenced to transportation. 

Stealing from the person during acts of prostitution 

In this examination 'prostitute' refers to a woman who took payment for 

sexual activity. Excluded are other definitions: those by Henry Mayhew and Patrick 

Colguhoun which described as prostitutes 'anyone promiscuous', unmarried couples 

53 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 2 March 1833 
54 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 25 February 1833; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 2 March 1833. For stealing a 
purse and £8.15.0 from the person using violence 'in a dark passageway', Violet Welsh was sentenced 
to transportation for life, sailing to Van Diemen's Land in William Bryan in June 1833. PRO 
London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/9, 237 Violet Welsh, 
Wilham Bryan, 23 October 1833. Welsh said she was a servant of all work from Shrewsbury and had 
been a prostitute for three months before her conviction. She had been convicted before of highway 
robbery and imprisoned for two months. Her conduct in gaol was bad and in the ship good In Van 
Diemen's Land she committed 28 offences against colonial regulations, 12 of them for absence and 8 
for drunkenness. During servitude she was punished with 4 reprimands, 1 admonishment, 33 
months' hard labour and 56 days in solitary confinement. She was granted a ticket ofleave in 1841 
and a conditional pardon on 12 June 1846. 
55 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 25 February 1833; and The Manchester 
Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 2 March 1833. For stealing a purse and 
£8.15 0 from the person using violence 'in a dark passageway', Sarah Smith was sentenced to 
transportation for life, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the W1ll1am Bryan in June 1833. PRO 
London HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/9, 248 Sarah Smith, 
William Bryan, 23 October 1833. Smith said she was a house servant from Manchester and had been 
a prostitute for a year. She had been convicted before twice: stealing a watch and imprisoned for 
twelve months; and an unknown felony. Her conduct in gaol was bad and in the ship good. In Van 
Diemen' s Land she committed 2 offences of drunkenness for which she was reprimanded and 
sentenced to 4 days in solitary confinement. She was granted a ticket of leave in 1841. 
56 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 25 February 1833; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 2 March 183 3 For stealing a 
purse and £8.15 0 from the person using violence 'in a dark passageway', Rosannah Chapman was 
sentenced to transportation for life, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the William Bryan in June 
1833. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/1, 230 
Rosannah Chapman, William Bryan, 23 October 1833. Chapman said she was a house servant from 
Burnley. Evidence was given at quarter sessions that she was 'a most abandoned character' and a 
prostitute. She had been convicted before twice for disorderly conduct and imprisoned for three 
months each time. Her conduct in gaol was bad and in the ship good. In Van Diemen's Land she 
committed 3 offences for drunkenness and was punished with a fine of 5/-, 1 admonishment and 4 
days in solitary confinement. She was granted a ticket ofleave in 183 8 and a conditional pardon on 
23 August 1843 
57 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 25 February 1833, and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 2 March 1833 For stealing a 
purse and £8 15.0 from the person using violence 'in a dark passageway', Caroline Buxton was 
sentenced to transportation for life, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Wilham Bryan in June 
1833. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/1, 270 
Caroline Buxton, William Bryan, 23 October 183 3. Buxton said she was a house servant from 
Manchester. She had been a prostitute for the past two years and had been convicted before for 
'robbing a man' and imprisoned for three months. Her conduct in gaol was bad and in the ship good. 
In Van Diemen's Land she committed 14 offences against colonial regulations including 3 for absence 
and 3 for insolence; and indicted for larceny and acquitted. During servitude she was punished with 4 
reprimands, 7 months' hard labour and 34 days in solitary confinement. She was granted a ticket of 
leave in 1841 and a conditional pardon on 27 December 1846. 
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and people having extra-marital relations;58 the use of 'prostitute' as a term of abuse 

rather than a description of an occupation;59 describing women as 'abandoned 

prostitutes' when convicted of theft;60 Engels's use of 'innocent victims' seduced to 

prostitution;61 and derogatory accusations against women who lived with men 

'unlawfully'. 62 For example when Ellen Whittaker,63 Robert Whittaker and Richard 

Abbott64 were convicted of stealing ten lengths of calico cloth from a bleaching ground 

at Manchester in 1833, the Salford Hundred quarter sessions was told that Ellen 

Whittaker was 'living in a state of prostitution with Abbott, whose wife and two 

children were in a workhouse at Blackbum'. 

Soliciting for prostitution in Manchester was a common public activity.65 

Groups of prostitutes constantly displayed themselves in Market Street and at the 

Exchange in Ducie Place in central Manchester. Some women made their living by 

prostitution; others were part-time prostitutes - factory workers, dressmakers and 

domestic servants. After a full day's work at the mill or in a mistress's house they 

went onto the streets and took paying customers as a means of earning additional 

income. This behaviour was not unusual amongst the Salford Hundred's working-

58 Hughes, The Fatal Shore, pp. 166 and 246-247 
59 Sturma, 'Eye of the Beholder', pp 8-10; and Hughes, The Fatal Shore, pp. 244-247. 
60 Emsley, Crime and Society in Enf(land, p. 67 
61 Engels, The Condition of the Workinf( Class in Enf(land, pp 144-145. 
62 J Perkin, Women andMarriage in Nineteenth Century London, London, Routledge, 1989, p. 159; 
Sturma, 'Eye of the Beholder', p. 6; Daniels, Convict Women, p. 23, Daniels, So Much Hard Work; 
and P Tardif, Notorious Strumpets and Dangerous Girls: Convict Women m Van D1emen 's Land 
1803-1829, North Ryde, Angus and Robertson, 1990, p. 7, hereafter called Tardif, Notorious 
Strumpets and Danl{erous Girls. 
63 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 7 January 1833; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 12 January 1833 For stealing ten 
pieces of calico cloth from a bleaching ground at night, Ellen Whittaker was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the William Bryan in June 1833; PRO London 
HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/9, 236 Ellen Whittaker, Wilham 
Bryan, 23 October 1833. Whittaker was a housemaid and laundry maid from Ashton-under-Lyne. 
She had been convicted before for stealing muslin and imprisoned for nine months. Her conduct in 
gaol was bad and in the ship good. On boarding the William Bryan she told the surgeon
superintendent that she was a widow though her husband, Robert Whittaker, had been transported to 
New South Wales for the same offence. In Van Diemen's Land she committed 5 offences against 
colonial regulations including 2 for 'being in a disorderly house'. During servitude she was punished 
with 1 reprimand and 26 days in solitary confinement. She was granted a ticket ofleave in 1838 and 
a free certificate in 1840 
64 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 7 January 1833; and The 
Manchester Couner and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 12 January 1833. For stealing ten 
pieces of calico cloth from a bleaching ground at night, Richard Abbott and Robert Whittaker were 
sentenced to transportation for life. Richard Abbott was imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 
February 1833 to 5 March 1833 and transported to New South Wales in the Waterloo (3). Robert 
Whittaker was imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, from January 1833 to 22 April 1833 and transported 
to New South Wales in April 1833. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9 and HO 27. 
65 Jones observed that there were more offences against the person committed by prostitutes than were 
reported because many prosecutors 'will not appear to give evidence in court', in Jones, 'Crime and 
Police in Manchester', p 172. 
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class women. 66 Sometimes they worked to support families. 67 Ellen Reece had been a 

prostitute from the age of thirteen. While waiting at the New Bailey in July 1837 for 

transportation to New South Wales she told the chaplain: 

A deal of girls live with their parents and maintain the whole family, these make the 

most money of any, for the police don't know them only seeing them at night; they 

don't see them in the bad houses.68 

Reece preferred stealing from the person during prostitution to shoplifting. 

[Reece] thought it dangerous to go to pawnbrokers, so gave over Shoplifting and took 

entirely to the Streets and robbing Men's pockets [She] did not become a regular 

prostitute 'till Shoplifting failed - was miserable both ways, but going on the Streets 

was most profitable. 69 

Prostitutes were not brought before the magistrates at Salford Hundred 

quarter sessions on prostitution charges; these were usually tried at petty sessions as 

vagrancy or disorderly conduct. Even so, prostitution was closely associated with 

crimes serious enough to be tried at quarter sessions.7° For example of ninety-six 

Salford Hundred women transported to Van Diemen's Land between 1828 and 1837, 

forty ( 41. 7 percent) confessed on arrival at Hobart that they had been prostitutes.71 

On many occasions the chairmen of quarter sessions commented that they had 

observed the close association between prostitution and crime. In 1832 Magistrate 

James Norris told two grand juries: 

There is a species of offence to which I think it right to call your attention of, and that 

is the plunder committed by women of the town Now, I am sorry to say, that I find by 

the reports of the constables, that about every woman of that description in this town is 

a common thief 72 

There will be found a considerable increase in the offence of stealing from the person, 

and there are a greater number of women for trial than usual for offences ofthis kind. It 

will no doubt turn out that these are women who infest our streets, and generally add to 

66 H Evans, Harlots Whores and Hookers: A History of Prostitution, New York, Taplinger 
Publishers, 1979, p. 107, hereafter called, Evans, Harlots Whores and Hookers. 
67 Jones, Crime, Protest, Community and Police, pp 166-168. 
68 Chadwick Papers statement of E Reece, quoted in Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p. 70, and 
in Tobias, Nineteenth-Century Crime, p. 63, and LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford 
Hundred quarter sessions 3 July 1837. 
69 Chadwick Papers statement ofE Reece, quoted in Tobias, Nineteenth-Century Crime, p. 62. 
10 Jones noted that Manchester women 'especially prostitutes' committed larceny from the person in 
streets, public houses, beerhouses and brothels, in Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester, pp. 158-
159. 
71 Robson calculated that 13 percent of convict women transported to Van Diemen's Land were 
described as prostitutes in the indents, and estimated that probably 20 percent of all convict women 
were either full or part-time prostitutes most from Lancashire and London, in Robson, The Convict 
Settlers qf Australia, pp 77-78. 
72 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 January 1832; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 14 January 1832. 
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their other vices that of being common thieves.73 

At the 7 July 1834 quarter sessions in an address to the grand jury which was 

also directed to the wider audience in the court, Chairman John Fletcher said: 

There are a number of cases of stealing from the person - an offence which appears to be 

on the increase in this district It often happened that felonies of this sort were 

committed by women of the town Now, however immoral it might be in a man to 

trust himself in such company, the law would still protect him against being robbed and 

plundered by them 74 

Examples of typical cases of larceny during the course of prostitution were 

offences by Ellen Greenhalgh75 who had been a prostitute for three years and stole 

three shillings and sixpence from the person of Edward Higgins at Manchester; and 

Margaret Blake nine months a professional prostitute who stole a purse and eight 

shillings from the person of Richard Grosset in Manchester.76 

Watches were often stolen from the person - there were 102 indictments for 

stealing a watch, twenty-seven of them against females. All the women's offences 

were for thefts of a single watch. Mary Campbell a farm servant from Ireland stole a 

watch and nothing else from the person of from Samuel Howarth in Manchester in 

April 1836. Campbell disposed of her stolen watches by pledging them with a 

73 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 July 1832; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 14 July 1832. 
74 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 7 July 1834; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 12 July 1834 
75 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 13 April 1835. For stealing 3/6 from the 
person, Ellen Greenhalgh was sentenced to seven years' transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's 
Land in the Hector in June 183 5. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 
19 and Con 40/3, 161 Ellen Greenhalgh, Hector, 20 October 183 5 Greenhalgh said she was a house 
servant from Salford. She had been a prostitute for three years and had been convicted before six 
times for felonies, drunkenness and vagrancies and imprisoned one month each time Her conduct in 
gaol was very bad and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land she committed 27 offences 
against colonial regulations, most for drunkenness, absence, misconduct and insubordination 'in that 
she forcibly, violently, turbulently resisted Mr Hutchinson and refused to obey his lawful command'. 
When a nurse at the Colonial Hospital she was sentenced to an additional two and a half years' 
transportation for 'stealing £3 and 1 ounce of darning cotton of a value of 4d'. During servitude she 
was punished with 4 additional years, 36 months' hard labour and 42 days in solitary confinement 
She was granted a ticket ofleave in 1843 and a free certificate in 1845. 
76 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 3 December 1832; and 
conduct report by Richard Dunstan, Governor, Salford Gaol, Lancashire, 9 January 1833 in Mitchell 
Library, Assignment Lists of Convicts on Convict Ships, 1821-1854, reel CY 1196. For stealing a 
purse and 8/- from the person, Margaret Blake was sentenced to seven years' transportation, and sailed 
to Van Diemen's Land in the Jane II in January 1833, PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT 
Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/1, 259 Margaret Blake, Jane II, 30 June 1833. Blake said she 
was a farm servant from Dublin and had been a prostitute for nine months. She had been convicted 
before twice· for disorderly conduct and imprisoned for seven days; and for a felony and imprisoned. 
Her conduct in gaol was indifferent and in the ship good. In Van Diemen's Land she committed 8 
offences against colonial regulations including insolence, absconding, using obscene language and 
'fighting in a disorderly house'. During servitude she was punished with 1 reprimand and 8 days in 
solitary confinement. 
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dishonest pawnbroker. 77 Sarah Mills a housemaid from Newcastle-under-Lyme also 

stole a watch and nothing else from the person of John Cassidy in July 1830 in 

Manchester. 78 If the evidence of Ellen Reece is correct these offences of stealing a 

single watch could be explained as robberies during the course of prostitution. She 

told the chaplain at the New Bailey that it was common for prostitutes to rob their 

clients: 

I have lived entirely by prostitution and plunder. Seven times as much by robbery as 

the hire of prostitution. None of the girls think so much of prostitution but as it 

furnishes opportunities of robbing men ... most girls will rob by violence and 

especially drunken men. 79 

Their method of stealing from the person was primitive but effective. Ellen 

Reece said that with her 'prostitute companion' Jane Doyle she would solicit a man, 

take him 'to some back street' ,80 encourage him to lower his breeches and while they 

were down and would hamper pursuit take whatever could be found in his pockets 

and run off, avoiding arrest by 'getting out of the way as soon as possible - slowly at 

first and then run when out of sight'. 81 They took articles which could be carried 

77 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 30 May 1836 For stealing a watch from the 
person, Mary Campbell alias Mary Toole was sentenced to seven years' transportation, and sailed to 
Van Diemen's Land in the Westmoreland (2) in August 1836. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and 
AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/2, 314 Mary Campbell, Westmoreland (2), 3 December 
1836. Campbell was a farm servant from Ireland. She had been convicted before and imprisoned for 
two months for stealing a watch from the person and pawning it Her conduct in gaol and in the ship 
was indifferent. In Van Diemen's Land she committed 18 offences against penal regulations 
including 6 for absence In 1839 she was sentenced to 7 days' in solitary confinement for 'forcibly, 
violently, in a turbulent manner resisting Mr Hutchinson [Superintendent of the Female Factory] and 
with openly refusing to obey his lawful command'. During servitude she was punished with 2 
reprimands, 1 additional year, 4 months' hard labour and 22 days in solitary confinement. She was 
granted a ticket ofleave in 1841 and a free certificate in 1845 
78 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 19 July 1830. For stealing a 
watch from the person, Sarah Mills was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the America in December 1830; PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT 
Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/7, 130 Sarah Mills, America, 9 May 1831. Mills was a 
housemaid from Newcastle-under-Lyme. She had been convicted before for shoplifting and 
imprisoned for three months. Her conduct in gaol was indifferent and in the ship very good. In Van 
Diemen's Land she committed 7 offences against colonial regulations including 3 for insolence and 2 
for neglect of work; and 1 unnamed felony. During servitude she was punished with 2 
admonishments, 2 months' hard labour and 6 days in solitary confinement. In 1835 she married 
Thomas Tickner who was found to be John Naldrett 'a convict illegally at large'. She was granted a 
ticket ofleave in 1839 and a conditional pardon on 18 June 1842. 
79 Chadwick Papers statement ofE Reece, quoted in Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p 94 and 
in Tobias, Nineteenth-Century Crime, p 62. 
80 Reece said that street prostitutes 'will not go to a house if they can help it; to some back Street'. 
In Manchester 'back streets' were narrow lanes parallel to wider streets usually with the same name for 
example Turner Street and Back Turner Street 
81 Chadwick Papers statement ofE Reece, quoted in Tobias, Nineteenth-Century Crime, pp. 62-63, 
and in Tobias, Cnme and Industrial Society, p 94. See also Jones, 'Crime and Police in 
Manchester', p. 159. Jones refers to the criminal activities of Ellen Reece and Jane Doyle when 
prostitutes. For an example of the offence of shoplifting by Jane Doyle when a child in 1829 see 
Chapter Eight, 'Basic Table Three - ages of offenders'. 



190 

easily and were readily tradeable such as money and watches. The women then had 

to find a hiding place for their plunder before they were caught by an angry customer 

or before the watchmen and constables arrived to search them. Reece said: 'Girls 

would have hiding places in dark situations, taking a brick out, or putting it amongst 

rubbish. Frequently leaving town for a while'. 82 

Another means of stealing during prostitution was to disable the man by 

violent assault, a method which usually required the support of a male accomplice. 83 

This occurred in September 1835 in Manchester when Eliza Davies alias Scolcroft84 a 

prostitute for eighteen months, Rachael Kelly85 for twelve months and Rachael 

Beckett86 for several years, solicited Charles Loundes in a Manchester street and 

while they went about their work an accomplice James Ratcliffe 'knocked him 

82 Chadwick Papers statement ofE Reece quoted in Tobias, Crime and Jndustnal Society, p. 70, and 
in Tobias, Nmeteenth-Century Crime, p 63. 
83 Neale, Juvenile Delinquency in Manchester, p 14. 
84 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 26 October 1835. For stealing a purse and 
twenty sovereigns from the person by violence, Eliza Davies was sentenced to fourteen years' 
transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Arab II in December 1835. PRO London HO 
11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/4, 200 Eliza Davies, Arab II, 25 April 
1836. Davies said she was a housemaid from Manchester and had been a prostitute for the past 
eighteen months. Her married name was Scolcroft. She had been convicted before for disorderly 
conduct and imprisoned for one month. Her conduct in gaol was very bad and in the ship good. In 
Van Diemen' s Land she committed 23 offences against colonial regulations including 11 for absence 
and 4 for drunkenness; and 1 felony - 'suspicion of pilfering from her master'. During servitude she 
was punished with 2 reprimands, 13 months' hard labour and 62 days in solitary confinement. She 
was granted a conditional pardon on 27 September 1843 which was extended to the Australian 
colonies on 11 March 1845. 
85 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 26 October 1835. For stealing a purse and 
twenty sovereigns from the person by violence, Rachael Kelly was sentenced to fourteen years' 
transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen' s Land in the Arab II in December 183 5. PRO London HO 
11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/5, 106 Rachael Kelly, Arab II, 25 
April 1836. Kelly said she was a house servant from Manchester. She had been a prostitute for one 
year and had been convicted and imprisoned five times· stealing wearing apparel and imprisoned for 
one month; three times for vagrancy and imprisoned for three months; and for disorderly conduct and 
imprisoned for seven days. Her conduct in gaol and in the ship was very bad In Van Diemen's 
Land she committed 38 offences against colonial regulations including 12 for using obscene and 
indecent language, 8 for drunkenness and 6 for disorderly conduct. During servitude she was 
punished with 5 reprimands, 24 months' hard labour and 50 days in solitary confinement She was 
granted a free certificate in 1849. 
86 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 26 October 1835 For stealing a purse and 
twenty sovereigns from the person by violence, Rachael Beckett was sentenced to fourteen years' 
transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen' s Land in the Arab II in December 183 5. PRO London HO 
11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/2, 332 Rachael Beckett, Arab!!, 25 
April 18 3 6. Rachael Beckett said she was a housemaid and nursemaid from Manchester and had been 
a prostitute for 'several years' though she was only eighteen years old. She had been convicted before 
three times for disorderly conduct and imprisoned for seven days; and twice for vagrancy and 
imprisoned for one month each time. Her conduct in gaol was bad and in the ship good. In Van 
Diemen's Land she committed 21 offences against colonial regulations including 4 for misconduct, 4 
for disorderly conduct and 3 for absence During servitude she was punished with 1 reprimand, 24 
months' hard labour and 16 days in solitary confinement. She was granted a ticket ofleave in 1844 
and a conditional pardon on 11 July 1848. She died on 14 July 1870 at Hobart The verdict of an 
inquest on 4 March 1870 was 'died from natural causes'. 
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down'. They stole Loundes's purse containing twenty sovereigns. 87 

A second example was the violent theft of eighteen shillings and sixpence 

from the person of Stephen Dempsey by Jane Howard88 and Mary Ann Woolly89 

who had been prostitutes in Manchester for three years. They worked in a narrow 

lane of thirty back-to-back houses behind Parliament Street in the Deansgate criminal 

area.90 

This theft was committed in a brothel in Parliament Passage, and as soon as it was 

completed, the Prosecutor was thrown through a window onto the street and was very 

much bruised. 91 

A third example of robbery using violence was the theft of a purse and forty 

shillings from George Clayton in Oldham Street, Ancoats, by four prostitutes Emma 

Roberts, Mary Ann Ramsden, Ann Crowther and Eliza Ogden and their male 

accomplice John Ramsden. 

87 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 26 October 1835. For 
stealing a purse and twenty sovereigns from the person by violence, James Ratcliffe was sentenced to 
fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, from December 1835 to 12 
January 1836, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Elphinstone (J) in January 1836 PRO 
London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/37, 
1132 James Ratcliffe, Elphinstone (1), 24 May 1836. Ratcliffe was a textile labourer and cotton 
spinner from Manchester. He had been convicted before twice for larceny and imprisoned for three 
months; and for drunkenness and imprisoned for one month. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the 
hulk orderly and in the ship good He committed no offences in Van Diemen's Land, was granted a 
ticket ofleave in 1842 and a conditional pardon in 1845. 
88 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 2 December 1833; and The Manchester 
Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 7 December 1833. 'For robbing a man of 
18/6', Jane Howard was sentenced to seven years' transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in 
the Edward III in April 1834. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 
and Con 40/5, 227 Jane Howard, Edward III, 4 September 1834. Howard said she was a house 
servant from Manchester. She had been a prostitute for three years and had been convicted before 
twice: for vagrancy and drunkenness and imprisoned for seven days; and for vagrancy and imprisoned 
for fourteen days. Her conduct in gaol was bad and in the ship good. In Van Diemen's Land she 
committed 31 offences against colonial regulations including 16 for drunkenness and 1 for 'not 
attending instruction in chapel and refusing her dinner', for which she was sentenced to 1 month's 
hard labour. During servitude she was punished with 2 reprimands, 1 admonishment, 2 additional 
years, 25 months' hard labour and 108 days in solitary confinement. She was granted a free 
certificate in 1848. 
89 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 December 1833; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertlser, Saturday 7 December 1833. 'For robbing a 
man of 18/6', Mary Woolley was sentenced to seven years' transportation, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Edward (3) in April 1834; PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, 
Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/9, 253 Mary Ann Woolley, Edward (3), 4 September 1834. Woolley 
said she was a house servant from Ashton-under-Lyne and had been a prostitute for three years. There 
was no record of previous convictions Her conduct in gaol was bad and in the ship good. In Van 
Diemen's Land she committed 2 offences against colonial regulations - out after hours and 
absconding - for which she was sentenced to 14 days in solitary confinement and 1 additional year. 
She was granted a ticket ofleave in 1838 and a free certificate in 1842. 
90 Parliament Street was a row of 'thickly populated back-to-back dwelling houses occupied by 380 
persons with only one privy shared by the inhabitants of Parliament Passage', Gausden, private 
papers. 
91 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 7 December 1833 
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The evidence of Clayton was to the effect, that he was hawking flannels in Oldham

street, when he was accosted by the two prisoners, Roberts and Ogden, who induced 

him to go to a house in Tib Street, under pretence of purchasing his flannels. They 

ushered him into a room, and, instantly forcing him on a bed, drew the purse from his 

pocket. He made an outcry for his purse, and the girls cried out for assistance, when 

the other prisoners came in, beat and abused him, and finally ejected him from the 

house. He gave information to the police, and the prisoners were subsequently 

apprehended 92 

Chesney's observation that if a woman relied on stealing for a living then she 

was likely to be also a prostitute is not evident from quarter-sessions' records. 93 Not 

every woman involved in a crime was a prostitute. Women working in textile 

factories who stole remnants as a means of by-employment were not as a 

consequence also prostitutes;94 nor was Elizabeth Coyle who had been pressed into 

stealing combs by 'a very bad husband who had partly compelled her to the 

commission of this act'. 95 Many petty thefts from the person may have been 

committed in desperate attempts to relieve want and were not necessarily associated 

with prostitution. 

Sentencing 

Specific sentences given to all 633 offenders who appeared at quarter sessions 

charged with stealing from the person are shown in Annex J. There were twenty

three different types of sentences, a number which makes assessments difficult. In 

order to simplify the process sentencing has been grouped into ten categories which 

are shown in Figure 13-3. This table demonstrates the exceptionally high rate of 

sentencing to transportation for offences against the person - 36.5 percent compared 

with 22.3 percent for all offences. The imprisonment rate fell in proportion - 58.1 

percent for stealing from the person compared with 65. 9 for all offences. It was 

particularly notable that the rate of sentencing to fourteen-years' transportation was 

significantly greater than for all offenders - 15 .2 percent compared with 6.4 percent. 

92 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; Wheelers 
Manchester Chronicle and The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 25 July 1829. For these offences, 
Emma Roberts, Mary Ann Ramsden, Ann Crowther, Eliza Ogden and John Ramsden were sentenced 
to fourteen years' transportation. The disposals of the four women are not known. John Ramsden 
was imprisoned in the hulk, Dolphin, from 18 August 1829 to 23 September 1829, and transported 
to New South Wales in September 1829; PRO London, HO 8, HO 9 and HO 27. 
93 Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, pp. 152-153. 
94 The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 4 March 1837 
95 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; Wheeler's 
Manchester Chronicle and The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 25 July 1829. 
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Figure 13-3: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Grouped Sentencing 

for Stealing from the Person 1828-1837 

Sentence Offenders Percent of Stealing Percent of All 
from the Person Offenders 
Offenders (633) (7,763) 

transportation for 7 years 110 17.4 14 2 

transportation for 14 years 96 15.2 6.4 

transoortat10n for life 25 3.9 1.7 

imprisoned from 7 months to 3 years 50 7.9 8.6 ---
imprisoned from 5 weeks to 6 months 288 45.5 48.0 

imorisoned from 1 day to I month 30 4.7 14.3 

not guiltv 20 3.2 42 

discharged 9 1.4 1.5 

remanded 4 0.6 0.6 

other disposals 1 02 0.5 

total 633 100.0 100.0 

This exceptionally high rate of sentencing to transportation indicated that 

magistrates in the Salford Hundred responded to Peel's legislation of 1828 requiring 

that 'offences against the person' be punished with particular severity. 

In addition when the compounding circumstance of having been convicted 

before of a felony was introduced into sentencing, then a significantly high rate of 

transportation occurred. Of those who had been convicted before, none escaped 

punishment - eight out of ten were sentenced to transportation; the remainder to 

imprisonment. 

Figure 13-4 shows the numbers who committed offences against the person 

and had been convicted before of a felony, and gives a comparison between their 

sentencing and sentencing of all offenders against the person. 

Figure 13-4: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Stealing from the Person 

Offenders Convicted Before 1828-183496 

Sentence Males Females Total Percent of Percent of 
Convicted Convicted Convicted Convicted All Offences 

Before Before Before Before (84) Against the 
Person (633) 

transoortation for 7 vears 20 3 23 27.4 17.4 

transportation for 14 years 23 10 33 39.3 15.2 

transoortation for hfe 8 3 11 13.1 3.9 
imprisonment 12 5 17 20.2 58.1 
other disposals 0 0 0 0.0 5.4 
Total 63 21 84 100.0 100.0 

96 The compounding offence of having been convicted before of a felony was included only in post
trial indictments between 1828 and 1834. 
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Of those who had been convicted before of a felony and were now convicted 

of an offence against the person, 79. 8 percent were sentenced to transportation. This 

was an extraordinarily high rate of transportation as a punishment. Its magnitude is 

illustrated by the chart in Figure 13-5 which shows the proportions of types of 

sentencing in three circumstances - for all offenders, for stealing from the person, and 

for stealing from the person when convicted before of a felony . 

Figure 13-5: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Stealing from the Person 

Comparative Sentencing 1828-1834 

I Comparative Sentencing I 

All Offences Stealing from the Person Convicted Before 

Transportation • Imprisonment • Other Findings 

Those offenders committed to trial at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions 

for offences against the person who had been convicted before were more than twice 

as likely to be sentenced to transportation as those who committed similar offences 

but did not have histories of criminal misconduct. 

Ages 

The numbers of offenders in age groupings and a comparison with ages of 

offenders overall are given in Figure 13-6, and a comparison between age groupings 

for offences against the person and for all offences is illustrated by the chart in Figure 

13-7. 

There was a disproportionate involvement of young adult offenders in 

stealing from the person - 66.6 percent were aged between fifteen and twenty-four 

compared with 54.1 percent for all offences. There is no explanation for this 



195 

preferred means of stealing by young adults. 

Figure 13-6: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Stealing from the Person 

Age Groupings 1835-183797 

Age Grouping Male Female Total Percent of Stealing Percent of All 
Offenders Offenders Offenders from the Person Stealing from the 

(99) Person Offenders 
(2,552) 

9 to 14 vears 3 0 3 3.0 

15 to 19 vears 17 10 27 27.3 

20 to 24 vears 26 13 39 39.4 

25 to 29 vears 9 8 17 17.2 

30 to 34 vears 2 3 5 5.1 

35 to 39 vears 4 0 4 4.0 

40 to 44 vears 3 0 3 3.0 

45 to 49 years 0 l l 1.0 

50 to 54 vears 0 0 0 0.0 

55 to 59 vears 0 0 0 0.0 

60 to 64 vears 0 0 0 0.0 

65 to 71 vears 0 0 0 0.0 

total 64 35 99 100.0 

Figure 13-7: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Stealing from the Person 

Age Groupings 1835-1837 

Stealing from the Person - Age Comparisons 
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97 Ages were included in indictments only in pre-trial indictments between 1835 and 1837. 
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Chapter Fourteen 

Stealing Food 

Alexander Ross was a private soldier in the 80th Regiment of Foot. In 

December 1831 while in Samuel Scholes' s shop in Oldham he 'lifted a lump of 

butter', a misdeed seen by fellow soldiers who reported him saying that 'the 

Regiment ought not to be scandalised by such a man'. Later when Ross was 

prosecuted at quarter sessions for this theft, his commanding officer sent a certificate 

to Magistrate Norris describing Ross as a 'bad fellow - a disgrace to the Regiment', 

that 'his wife was as bad as him', that once before he had been flogged with 300 

lashes for stealing spoons from the officers' mess and finally that 'his colonel would 

be very glad to get rid of him'. 1 Ross' s theft of eight ounces of butter was an 

indictable offence, as was the theft of a shoulder of mutton by Samuel Isherwood at 

Great Bolton on 19 December 18352 and the 200 pounds weight of butter stolen by 

James and Abraham Walker at Ashton-under-Lyne in January 1831.3 

Between 1828 and 1837 stealing food was the sixth most frequently 

committed general offence brought before the Salford Hundred quarter sessions. 

There were 373 indictments, men were involved in 327, women in forty-six. In 

addition theft of food appeared fifty times in other general-offence indictments such 

as 'stealing property', for example in 1836 when Sarah Kearns stole from William 

Stock of Cheetham one silk handkerchief, three towels, one pair of ear rings, one 

apron and ten pounds of flour. 4 

1 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 January 1832; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 14 January 183 2. For stealing 
butter, Alexander Ross was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, 
Just1tia, from 9 February 1832 to 24 April 1833, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Atlas IV in 
April 1833. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, 
Con 23, Con 31/3 7, 913 Alexander Ross, Atlas IV, 24 August 183 3. Ross was a soldier and 
shoemaker from Scotland He had been convicted before several times including once for 'drawing 
his bayonet on a constable'. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk orderly and in the ship very 
good. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 4 offences against colonial regulations and 1 felony -
'obtaining under false pretences a pair oflasts' During servitude he was punished with 1 
admonishment, 3 additional years, 3 months' hard labour and 10 days in solitary confinement. He 
was granted a ticket of leave in 1838. 
2 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 January 1836. Samuel 
Isherwood was sentenced to four months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
3 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831. For stealing 
butter, James and Abraham Walker were sentenced to seven years' transportation, were imprisoned on 
the hulk, Leviathan, from 19 May 1831 to 24 September 1831, and were transported to New South 
Wales in the Asia I (6) on 24 September 1831; PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27. 
4 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 30 May 1836 Sarah Keams 
was sentenced to two months' imprisonment in the New Bailey 
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The table in Figure 14-1 shows the numbers of these other general-offence 

indictments in which food appeared. 

Figure 14-1: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Other General Offence Indictments 

which Included Stealing Food 1828-1837 

General Offences Other Than Indictments Male Female 
Stealing Food which 

Included Food 

stealing wearimr annarel 2 1 1 

stealing orooertv 12 10 2 

stealing monev 2 2 0 

stealing cloth 0 0 0 

stealing from the oerson 1 1 0 

receiving knowing stolen 9 6 3 

assault 0 0 0 

false oretences embezzling 14 11 3 

stealing livestock 0 0 0 

breaking. entering a warehouse 5 5 0 

breaking_ entering a dwelling: house 2 2 0 

breaking. entering a shoo 3 3 0 

bastardv 0 0 0 

other 0 0 0 

total indictments 50 41 9 

Overall 423 indictments involved the theft offood. 5 Fifty-five of these 

offences were committed by women, a participation rate of 13 percent. This was 

exceptionally low when compared with the female basic rate of20.2 percent for all 

indictments, and surprisingly so when taking into account the roles of many women 

as major providers for families. 

Between 1828 and 1837 there was an average of forty-three indictments each 

year at quarter sessions for stealing food. The causes of such low numbers were 

difficult to identify but a likely reason (apart from the evidence being consumed) was 

that some offences may have involved small amounts stolen by people in distress. In 

these circumstances victims often failed to prosecute or offenders were dealt with 

summarily at petit sessions or grand juries cut bills at quarter sessions. 

Figure 14-2 shows the types and quantities of food and the numbers of 

offences committed in respect of these 423 indictments. It also identifies the types 

of food which attracted theft in an urban-industrial working class society. 

5 The figure of 423 is the sum of373 indictments for the general offence of stealing food and fifty 
thefts of food included in other general offences. 
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Figure 14-2: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Types of Food 

and Amounts Stolen 1828-1837 

Food Number of Number of Male 
Articles Offences 

ale wort. porter quart 566 12 11 
apple. orange lemon 145 4 3 
bacon lb 587 25 22 
beans quantitv 2 2 2 
beef lb 645 44 36 

bone 321 5 5 
bread loaf 94 22 18 
butter in firkins and tubs 23 17 17 
butter lb 525 18 10 
cake 1 1 1 
cheese block 97 33 30 
cheese lb 747 41 35 
coffee lb 2 1 1 

cow tonm1e 2 1 1 
currant lb 4 1 1 
currant iam nickled cabbag;e in iars 2 2 1 
fat and lard lb 672 7 7 
ffos lb 20 1 1 
flour lb 1.946 30 22 
ham piece 40 23 20 
ham lb 48 5 3 
licorice lb 2 2 2 
malt auantitv 10 10 10 

milk quart 10 1 1 
mutton lb 459 32 30 
nuts quart 4 3 2 
onions lb 20 1 1 
nork lb 161 9 8 
raisins lb 24 1 1 
rice lb 176 1 1 
rum shrub and sherrv in casks 3 3 3 
safflower lb 200 1 1 
salmon lb 4 1 0 
spirits nint 36 20 18 
sugar lb 175 21 16 
sug;ar loaf 8 7 6 
tea lb 86 9 8 
treacle lb 20 1 1 
veal lb 80 7 7 
wine bottle 10 3 3 
wine in 6 gallon casks 3 3 3 
total offences 431 369 

Female 
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Foods that were important in the daily lives of most of the Salford Hundred's 

working-class households were oatmeal, bread, onions, cheese, potatoes (flavoured 

with bacon pieces) and in Manchester pickled oysters bought from the Old Shambles 

in Millgate. Mutton was uncommon in working-class households because it was 

expensive, though there were thirty-two offences at quarter sessions involving 459 

pounds weight and one case of stealing a sheep for slaughter. 6 Mutton was attractive 

to thieves probably because of its value when sold to middle-class households. 

There was only one offence of stealing milk. Fresh milk was not part of the 

nonnal daily diet of most working-class people in the Salford Hundred, and what 

milk was available was too expensive for poor households. 7 

Most food was stolen in small amounts. Betty Horton took one pound of 

butter from William Byron at Oldham,8 Squire Sims one ounce of tea from Joseph 

Ainsworth at Manchester and Richard Makin one loaf of sugar from Benjamin Parry 

at Hulme. 10 Cheese was mostly stolen in single 'blocks' or 'pieces' such as the one 

cheese taken by John Fletcher in 1830.11 Of thirty-three offences for stealing blocks 

of cheese, thirty-one were for the theft of a single cheese and nothing else; and of 

forty-one indictments for stealing pieces of cheese, twenty-four were for quantities 

less than ten pounds in weight. In general, few offences of stealing cheese involved 

quantities sufficiently large for commercial sale and most seemed small enough for 

immediate household consumption. 

Theft of bread was another example of stealing in small quantities. Fifteen of 

6 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 7 December 1835 For 
'unlawfully, maliciously, and feloniously killing a certain sheep, the property of Samuel Harrison' at 
Rochdale, William Howarth was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
7 Pool, Facts of Daily L?fe in Nineteenth-Century Enf(land, pp. 73-77 and 203-209. 
8 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 22 May 1837. Betty Horton 
was sentenced to fourteen days' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
9 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 March 1835. Squire Sims 
was found not guilty and discharged. 
10 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 March 1835 Richard 
Makin was sentenced to two months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
11 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 18 January 1830; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 14 January 1832. For stealing 
cheese, John Fletcher was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, 
Cumberland, from 20 February 1830 to 23 April 1830, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
David Lyon in April 1830. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 
14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/14, 415 John Fletcher, David Lyon, 18 August 1830. Fletcher was a 
house servant and cotton spinner. He had been convicted before three times: stealing money and 
imprisoned for six months, stealing a handkerchief and imprisoned for eighteen months; and stealing 
cloth and imprisoned for six months. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship 
unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 3 offences against colonial regulations and 1 felony -
'carrying away a sheep under suspicious circumstances'. During servitude he was punished with 3 
months' hard labour and 11 days in solitary confinement. In 1837 he was reported as a 'runaway'. 
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twenty-two offences were for thefts of fewer than six loaves. The largest quantity 

was twenty loaves stolen by William Davies from James Foster in Manchester;12 the 

smallest two thefts of the 'fabled' single loaf - John Howarth's loaf taken from 

Thomas Lockhead in Bury13 and Robert Moorhead's loaf from Benjamin Taylor in 

Oldham.14 

In an assessment of 199 offences for stealing seven common foods - beef, 

mutton, butter, cheese, sugar, flour and bread - 64 percent of offences were for 

amounts weighing less than ten pounds. Many of the thefts were small enough for 

one person to carry away such as the six pounds weight of pork taken by a 

Manchester 'errand boy' James Shannon,15 sixteen pounds of beef by John 

Langhom16 and ten pounds of cheese by a thirteen-year-old boy, James Jackson. 11 

In only one quarter of indictments was food stolen in quantities larger than 

twenty pounds in weight or twenty in number. James Watson and Richard Schofield 

stole 176 pounds weight ofbutter,18 James Street and Nicholas Dempsey stole 500 

12 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 4 May 1829. For stealing 
twenty loaves of bread, William Davies was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned 
in the hulks, Dolphin and Cumberland, from 10 June 1829 to 23 April 1830, and sailed to Van 
Diemen' s Land in the David Lyon in April 1830 PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; 
and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/10, 601 William Davies, David Lyon, 18 
August 1830 Davies was a farm labourer from Stockport, Cheshire. There was no record of 
previous convictions. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In 
Van Diemen's Land he committed 1 offence - 'virtually attempting to force into the residence of 
Thomas Field publican by breaking several panes of glass' - and was sentenced to 2 months' hard 
labour. He was granted a free certificate in 1840 
13 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 18 January 1830 John 
Howarth was sentenced to seven days' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
14 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 September 1833. Robert 
Moorhead was sentenced to fourteen days' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
15 For James Shannon's history see Chapter Eight, p. 78. 
16 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 29 July 1829. John 
Langhorn was imprisoned for three months in the New Bailey. 
17 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 April 1832. For stealing 
ten pounds weight of cheese, James Jackson was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Euryalus, from 13 May 1832 to 17 September 1833, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Southworth (4) in September 1833. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and 
HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/24, 733 James Jackson, Southworth (4), 
14 January 1834. Jackson was a thirteen-year-old labouring boy from Nantwich, Cheshire He had 
been convicted before at least ten times: stealing handkerchiefs and discharged, attempting felony and 
imprisoned for three months; stealing lead and imprisoned for seven days; and imprisoned another 
seven times for attempting felonies He said 'I have been in prison so often I cannot tell how many 
times'. His conduct in gaol was bad, and in the hulk and ship good. In Van Diemen's Land he 
committed 10 offences against colonial regulations including 3 for disobedience and 3 for 
misconduct During servitude he was punished with 1 reprimand, 15 days in solitary confinement 
and 51 lashes He was granted a free certificate in 1839. On 22 July 1845 he was tried by the 
Supreme Court, Hobart, for the felony of 'stealing one double barrelled gun value £3 from Peter 
Dudgeon' and was sentenced to 7 years' transportation. 
18 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 8 July 1833. James Watson 
was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey and Richard Schofield to seven years' 
transportation. Schofield was imprisoned in the hulk, York, from 3 August 1833 to 8 January 1834 
and was transported to New South Wales PRO London, HO 8, HO 9 and HO 27. 
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pounds of flour19 and John Brown stole 264 pounds of cheese. 20 A characteristic of 

stealing food was that almost all thefts of large quantities were by men and most 

small amounts by women. Men stole all the large quantities of butter - twenty-one 

firkins21 and two tubs - probably to sell because such amounts were too large for 

household consumption. Of eighteen indictments for stealing butter by the pound 

weight, women were involved in eight indictments involving a total of twenty-one 

pounds while men were involved in ten indictments involving 504 pounds. Women 

stole small amounts of basic foods possibly for immediate use to resolve short-term 

want in their households; men stole large amounts probably for sale to receivers in 

order to make money. 

Food was rarely taken during scavenging thefts. Scavenging occurred when 

there was an indiscriminate gathering up of many different articles from whatever 

was within reach, such as the theft by Lilly Maxwell in February 1836 when she 

stole from Ellen Doubleday five pounds weight of bread, two pounds of bacon, one 

pound of butter, ten pounds of flour, one pound of candles and one bottle.22 

However food was infrequently involved in these types of offences - 86 percent of 

indictments for stealing food involved only food and nothing else. This indicated a 

specific targeting of food, probably to relieve want. 

There were few thefts of alcohol even though there was a contemporary belief 

that consumption of alcohol was extensive in the Salford Hundred.23 In many pre

trial addresses Magistrate Norris told the grand jury that 'drunkenness is the greatest 

source of crime in the Salford Hundred; most offences have their origins in 

drunkenness'.24 Despite this observation, indictments for stealing spirits were 

infrequent. Between 1828 and 1837 there were only twenty prosecutions at quarter 

sessions and on thirteen of these occasions one pint of spirits only was taken and 

nothing else. These few charges for stealing small quantities partly support 

Smelser' s view that the misuse of alcohol may have been overstated by many 

19 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 4 May 1829. James Street 
and Nicholas Dempsey were each sentenced to one year's imprisonment in Lancaster Castle. 
20 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 April 1832. John Brown 
was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
21 A firkin was a wooden barrel which could hold forty-four pounds weight of butter. 
22 LRO Preston calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 29 February 1836. Lilly 
Maxwell was sentenced to four months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
23 Oxley also found that despite the contemporary idea that drunkenness was a major social problem, 
few women were transported for stealing alcohol, in Oxley, Convict Maids, pp. 50-51. 
24 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions, 6 January 1834; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advert1ser, Saturday 11 January 1834. 
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contemporary observers who were obsessed with moral values and judgements. 25 

There were twelve indictments for theft of brewed drinks such as ale, wort 

and porter, a very small number considering that in the Salford Hundred beer was an 

alternative household drink to water. Most offences involved large quantities of beer 

in twelve, eighteen and thirty-six-gallon kegs; the only small theft was two bottles of 

porter. This infrequent appearance of indictments for stealing brewed drinks could 

be explained by most offences of this nature being tried as misdemeanours at petit 

sessions. 

Sentencing 

Specific sentencing for all offenders convicted of stealing food is given in 

Annex K; grouped sentencing is shown in Figure 14-3. These tables show that food 

offenders were less likely to be sentenced to transportation than offenders overall -

18.8 percent to 22.3 percent. There followed an equivalent increased likelihood of 

imprisonment- 75.6 percent for stealing food to 70.9 percent for all offences - with a 

distinct increase in the lesser punishments of imprisonment for one day to one 

month. 

Figure 14-3: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Grouped Sentencing 

for Stealing Food 1828-1837 

Sentence Offenders Percent of Percent of All 
Offenders Offenders 

(373) (7,763) 

transoortation for 7 vears 53 14.2 14.2 

transoortation for 14 vears 14 3.8 64 

transportation for life 3 0.8 1.7 

imorisoned from 7 months to 3 vears 19 5.1 8.6 

imorisoned from 5 weeks to 6 months 172 46 1 48.0 

imprisoned from 1 dav to 1 month 91 24.4 14.3 

not 1miltv 14 3.7 4.2 

discharged 4 1.1 1.5 

remanded 0 00 0.6 

other disposals 3 0.8 05 

total 373 100.0 100.0 

When the compounding circumstance of having been convicted before of a 

felony was taken into account, there was a dramatic increase in the rate of sentencing 

to transportation- 52.2 percent of food offenders who had been convicted before 

25 Smelser, Social ChanRe in the Industrial Revolution, pp. 283-285 
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were sentenced to transportation compared with 18. 8 percent of all food offenders 

and 22.3 percent of offenders overall. This pattern of severe punishments for those 

who had been convicted before is shown in the table in Figure 14-4, and illustrated by 

the chart in Figure 14-5. 

Ages 

Figure 14-4: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Stealing Food 

Sentencing for Convicted Before1
' 

Sentence Food Offenders Percent of Food Percent of All 
Convicted Before Offenders Food Offenders 

Convicted Before (373) 
(67) 

transoortation 35 52.2 18.8 

imorisonment 32 47.8 75 .6 

other disposals 0 0.0 5.6 

total 67 100.0 100.0 

Figure 14-5: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Stealing Food 

Comparison of Sentencing 1828-1837 
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There were no marked differences between the ages of offenders committed to 

trial for stealing food and offenders overall, apart from an increase in the rate of 

offending in the age group 25-34. There was no indication why this group should 

26 The compounding offence of having been convicted before ofa felony was included in post-trial 
indictments between 1828 and 1834 and not in pre-trial indictments between 183 5 and 183 7. 
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have been represented at a greater rate than others, though one possible explanation is 

that the ages of twenty-five to thirty-four were associated generally with young 

families, and the stealing of food may have been brought about by the need to 

provide for children. 

Figure 14-6: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Stealing Food 

Age Groupings 1835-183727 

Age Grouping Male Female Total Percent of Percent of All 
Offenders Offenders 

(121) (7,763) 

9 to 14 years 6 0 6 4.9 5.0 

15 to 19 years 29 0 29 24.0 27.7 

20 to 24 Years 27 2 29 24.0 26.4 

25 to 29 Years 15 6 21 17.3 12.7 

30 to 34 years 10 2 12 9.9 7.8 

35 to 39 years 6 1 7 5.8 7.1 

40 to 44 years 2 3 5 4.1 4.5 

45 to 49 years 1 1 2 1.7 3.7 

50 to 54 Years 2 2 4 3.3 2.2 

55 to 59 years 1 1 2 1.7 1.6 

60 to 64 years 3 0 3 2.5 0.9 

65 to 71 years 1 0 1 0.8 0.4 

total 103 18 121 100.0 100.0 

Figure 14-7: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Stealing Food 

Comparison of Ages 1835-1837 
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n 
t 5.0 

0.0 

I Food Offenders: Comparison of Ages I 

9-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-7 l 
Age Groupings 

Food Offenders All Offenders 

27 Ages were included in indictments in pre-trial indictments between 1835 and 1837 and not in post
trial indictments between 1828 and 1834. 
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Urban offending 

Stealing food to the extent that it was serious enough to be taken to trial at 

quarter sessions was an urban crime - 87.3 percent of indictable offences were 

committed in the ten most populated towns in the Salford Hundred. This was 

probably a consequence of the degraded condition of many of the urban poor whose 

existence was to a great extent dominated by the need to find sufficient food for the 

day. Stealing food was probably also brought about by the uncertainty of mill work 

- unemployment, part-time employment and low wages. The result was that 

ordinary working class men and women become involved in occasional or 

opportunity theft of food mainly for survival. 

Figure 14-8: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Stealing Food 

Urban Distribution of Offences 1828-1837 

Major Towns Male Female Total Percent of Percent of All 
Offenders Offenders Offenders 

(331) (7,763) 

Manchester 188 25 213 64.4 65.8 

Salford 4 2 6 1.8 2.4 

Burv 9 1 10 3.0 22 

Bolton 39 4 43 13.0 6.1 

Ashton 18 5 23 6.9 3.5 

Oldham 13 4 17 5.2 3.2 

Rochdale 5 0 5 1.5 0.9 

Snotland 3 0 3 09 0.8 

Wardleworth 7 1 8 2.4 1.4 

Heaton 3 0 3 0.9 1.0 

Total 289 42 331 100.0 87.3 

In the Salford Hundred between 1828 and 1837 there were surprisingly few 

indictments for stealing food and an equally surprising small quantity of food stolen. 

If contemporary reports of want and deprivation amongst the labouring poor in 

urban slums was correct, then there must have been more food stolen than was 

apparent at committals to quarter sessions. Many offences may not have been 

prosecuted because of the social circumstances involved; many others that were 

prosecuted were probably treated as misdemeanours and dealt with summarily at 

petit sessions; and in many cases it was impossible to prosecute because the 

evidence had been consumed or like money was not easily identifiable. 
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Chapter Fifteen 

Receiving Stolen Goods 

In June 1829 a large quantity of jewellery including five tortoise-shell combs, 

two silver pencil cases, two thimbles, three silver butter knives, one pair of bracelets 

and some beads to the value of £150 was stolen from Joseph Waterhouse's 

hairdresser and jewellery shop in Ducie Place, Market Street, Manchester. On 29 

June Mr Worthington the beadle went with Waterhouse to a dwelling in Tib Street, 

Ancoats, where Joseph Masper an Italian pedlar lived. On searching his room they 

found £60 worth of Waterhouse's property hidden in a 'travelling pedlar's box', in 

cupboards, in parcels and in Masper's hands under a 'large green cloth'. Masper was 

charged with 'receiving the property of Joseph Waterhouse knowing the same to 

have been stolen'. He was brought to trial at the 20 July 1829 sessions. 1 

Witnesses called to give evidence ofMasper's good character included a 

beadle, a 'barometer-maker', a jeweller, a 'shopman' and a constable from Oldham. 

The Chairman [Magistrate Jaines Norris] observed that, notwithstanding the excellent 

character which the prisoner had received, it was quite clear that, however he had 

obtained the property, he must have known it was improperly obtained; and, but for 

persons like him, robberies of this sort would be less frequent. For certainly ifthere 

were no receivers of stolen property there would be no thieves. In every court in 

England receivers were considered quite as bad if not worse than thieves. It was quite 

necessary to mark the offence; the court considered it a duty to inflict a heavy 

punishment upon him, and the sentence upon him was, that he be transported for seven 

years. 2 

Between 1828 and 1837 there were 262 indictments at Salford Hundred 

quarter sessions for the offence of 'receiving property knowing it to have been 

stolen'. Men were involved in 143 and women 119, a female participation rate of 

45.4 percent which was remarkably high when compared with the female rate for all 

indictments of20.2 percent. 

These offenders were accused of receiving specific items of property which 

have been counted in other general offences. Figure 15-1 shows their distribution. 

1 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; Wheeler's 
Manchester Chronicle and The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 25 July 1829. For receiving stolen 
property, Joseph Masper was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulks, 
Dolphin and Cumberland, from 23 August 1829 to 4 August 1830 when he was transported to New 
South Wales, PRO London, HO 8, HO 9 and HO 27. 
2 The Manchester Guardian and Wheeler's Manchester Chronicle, Saturday 25 July 1829. The 
emphasis was by the newspapers. 
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Figure 15-1: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Receiving Stolen Property 

Distribution of Offences 1828-18373 

Categories of Property Receiving Male Female 
Offences 

--

wearing aooarel 86 26 60 

goods and chattels 79 43 36 

iewellerv 4 0 4 

metal 9 8 1 --
commodities 20 15 5 

monev 8 7 1 

cloth 67 42 25 

food 10 7 3 

livestock 4 3 1 

other 1 0 1 

total indictments 288 151 137 

There were many types of receivers - corrupt pawnbrokers operating 

'receiving shops' ,4 licensed gold and silver dealers who would take any valuable 

trinket of suspicious origin, unlicensed second-hand clothes dealers conducting their 

business at all hours from cheap lodging houses and illegal pedlars. 5 Receivers at 

chandlers' shops bought 'old bottles or linen, or anything that a servant girl, when 

she goes there to purchase things, can take with her'. 6 Tradesmen such as house 

painters and plumbers when at work were able to identify potential sources of 

attractive property, later organise a scheme of theft and afterwards 'receive' the 

plunder from others who did the actual stealing. There were lesser receivers at lower 

levels of activity like small shopkeepers in the slums who often received stolen trifles 

from local poor which they resold to other local poor. 1 The largest and most 

influential receivers were publicans, coffee-house and beerhouse owners, lodging

house keepers, metal dealers and stallholders who had centrally-placed, easily 

accessible buildings. 

Offenders charged with receiving were not always professionals who made it 

their living. Any person who took possession of stolen property permanently or 

temporarily was legally a 'receiver' such as accomplices in thefts, recipients of gifts 

3 The reason why the number of offences (288) is greater than the number of indictments (262) is 
because in some cases a single indictment included more than one type of property, for example 
'wearing apparel' and 'cloth'. 
4 Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p. 109. 
5 Robson, The Convict Settlers 0;f Australia, pp. 66-67. 
6 Select Committee on Police 1816, p. 261, quoted in Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p. 168. 
7 Chesney, The Victorian Unde1World, pp. 217-228; and Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p. 
109. 
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and people under coercion like Elizabeth Coyle who received five tortoise shell 

combs from 'a very bad husband, who had partly compelled her to the commission 

of this act', 8 and Mary Heron deceived into passing property stolen from her master 

Thomas Heywood to her fellow servant Hugh Roberts. 

Mary Heron, had been confidentially entrusted with the care of almost everything in Mr 

Thomas Heywood's establishment, especially the linen clothes, etc belonging to the 

family. Mr Heywood missed some silk handkerchiefs and a number of other articles, 

which excited his suspicion, and he interrogated Mary Heron on the subject. She soon 

after managed to produce three of the handkerchiefs, but in a day or two, she left the 

house, and was heard of no more until her lifeless body was found hanging in a wood 

near Turton. Hugh Roberts, a footman for Heywood, and later a shoemaker was on 

intimate terms with Mary Heron but declared to police he knew nothing of her. He also 

had a large box in which the police found Heywood's property - Roberts said Heron had 

given them to him.9 

Much receiving occurred within families. Mary Mackay the elder received 

two pairs of ear rings and three sovereigns from her daughter Mary who had stolen 

them from Joel John Cohen in Manchester on 1May1837;10 and Mary Archer11 

'feloniously received twenty-one skins knowing them to have been stolen' by her 

common-law husband James Lea. 12 Lea had broken into a coachmaker' s shop and not 

finding money had done a great deal of damage before stealing ten yards of cloth, ten 

yards of velvet, forty yards of lace, twenty-one skins of coloured leather and other 

articles to the value of £30. He gave the skins to Mary Archer who hid them in a box 

under her bed where they were found by the constables. 

8 Wheeler's Manchester Chronicle and The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 25 July 1829. For 
receiving stolen jewellery, Elizabeth Coyle was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New 
Bailey. 
9 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 16 April 1831. LRO 
Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831. For receiving two 
silk handkerchiefs, Hugh Roberts was sentenced to two years' imprisonment in Lancaster Castle. 
10 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 22 May 1837. Mary Mackay 
the elder was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey and Mary the younger to 
three months. 
11 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 21January1828; and The Manchester 
Courier and Lancashire General Advert1ser, Saturday 26 January 1828. For receiving twenty-one 
coloured skins, Mary Archer was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, and sailed to Van 
Diemen' s Land in the Borneo in May 1828. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 
15, Con 19 and Con 4011, 48 Mary Archer, Borneo, 8 October 1828. Archer had been born at sea 
Her father was a soldier in the 9lst Regiment and she said she was a nursemaid though she had been 
a prostitute since the age of fourteen. She had been indicted three times: in 1822 for stealing a watch 
from the person and acquitted, in 1824 for stealing a brass pan and acquitted; and in 1827 for stealing 
bottles of wine and imprisoned for nine months. Her conduct in gaol was bad and in the ship 
unknown. In Van Diemen's Land she committed 8 offences against colonial regulations including 3 
for absence and 3 for misconduct, and 1 felony - 'endeavouring to extort 10/- a week from George 
Davis' - for which she was demoted to the crime class. During servitude she was punished with 1 
admonishment, 3 months' hard labour and 14 days in solitary confinement. She was granted a ticket 
of leave in 1836 and a conditional pardon on 7 February 1840. 
12 For James Lea's history see Chapter Nineteen, p. 254. 
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In this examination it is difficult to separate the professional receiver from the 

layman though the nature of articles generally identified the status of the receiver. 

For example receiving money was mostly a simple passing of stolen cash to a wife, 

husband, partner or accomplice and not a process of professional receiving. On the 

other hand, stolen silver plate was of little use to a poor household and because of its 

value had to be traded with a 'practised' receiver - Joseph Lutman took stolen silver 

plate from Bury in the Salford Hundred to a lodging house in Birmingham and 

'delivered it to Moses Benjamin, a fence' who was clearly a professional receiver.13 

In Manchester during the 1830s Ellen Reece dealt with receivers 'who made it 

their business' to trade in goods stolen by shoplifters and prostitutes. Reece told her 

chaplain that after she 'took small articles', 

she made away as fast as she could to Newton Lane; a person of the name of Thompson 

who kept a private house in Thompson Street Newton Lane, he was what is called a 

'fence' he was taken up 3 years ago and transported for 14 years. After [he] was gone 

could not find anyone else to take 'em and thought it dangerous to go to pawnbrokers, 

so gave over Shoplifting and took entirely to the Streets and robbing Men's pockets 14 

Figures 15-2, 15-3 and 15-4 show the types and quantities of articles of 

property listed in indictments at Salford Hundred quarter sessions between 1828 and 

183 7 with the compounding offence of 'received knowing it to be stolen'. 

Two noteworthy features emerged from these tables. First, there was a small 

number of indictments issued for receiving when compared to the enormous quantity 

of property stolen in the Salford Hundred. Second, small quantities or single items 

were mostly involved in receiving. Articles of wearing apparel for example were 

generally received in small numbers and usually were essential items of clothing such 

as shawls, gowns, coats and handkerchiefs, an indication that in all likelihood they 

were sold by receivers to other local poor in informal community markets for 

personal or household use. 

This circumstance applied to most small amounts of seemingly worthless 

stolen property which the poor exchanged, traded, bought, sold and pledged amongst 

themselves. 15 

13 For Moses Benjamin's criminal history see Chapter Ten, p. 115. 
14 Chadwick Papers, statement ofE Reece quoted in Tobias, Nineteenth-Century Crime, pp 62 and 
112. 
15 These community-based practices continued in Salford into the twentieth century. For a detailed 
description of the operations oflocal street markets in Salford see Roberts, The Classic Slum. 
Gaskell recognised this aspect of Manchester's slum life but saw it as a 'contagion of moral 
depravity' rather than a common social and economic activity, in Gaskell, Artisans and Machinery, 
pp. 81-82 and 195. 
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Figure 15-2: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Property Listed 

in Indictments for Receiving (1) 1828-1837 

Stolen Article Received Quantity Males Females 
Involved Involved 

Wearin2 Annarel: 

anron 5 0 3 

coat. too. iacket 28 9 12 

cloak 11 0 9 

Q;OWll 31 5 14 

handkerchief 150 3 13 

hat. bonnet. cap 19 2 4 

petticoat shift 5 2 3 

shawl 55 2 4 
shoes boots or 8 2 3 

stockings pr 8 0 4 

shirt 18 1 7 

suit 1 0 1 

stavs 2 1 

trousers drawers or 9 3 2 

waistcoat 7 1 4 

Cloth: 

calico cloth niece 72 6 4 

calico cloth vd Ll34 7 6 

calico patch 5 0 1 

cloth various niece 292 11 3 

lace vd 600 0 1 

linen cloth niece 10 1 1 

ribbon niece 30 0 1 

silk cloth. vd 31 1 1 

silk raw lb 61 2 0 

silk lutestring vd 45 0 1 

nackinf! sheet. wrannerinf! 5 4 0 

tape niece 60 2 0 

twist bundle 4 1 0 

waistcoatinf! vd 409 2 2 

worsted cloth vd 113 2 2 

cotton vam lb 211 2 1 

cotton thread bundle 22 1 0 

cotton con 139 11 0 

cotton cop lb 21 2 0 

cotton warn lb 88 1 0 
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Figure 15-3: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Property Listed 

in Indictments for Receiving (2) 1828-1837 

Stolen Article Received Quantity Males Females 
Involved Involved 

Monev. Jewellerv Silver: 

monev <an amount) 8 7 1 

watch seal 44 15 7 

book 2 0 1 

combs 5 0 1 
ear rings 2 0 2 

silver inkstand 1 1 0 

silver sooons 33 5 2 

silver forks 22 1 1 

silver butter boat 1 1 0 
ring 1 0 1 
bag 1 1 0 

Chattels: 

basket 1 0 1 

box trunk 5 2 3 

bowl 1 0 1 

brush 10 3 0 

bed oost 6 1 0 

bedding. sheet cover. quilt blanket 18 1 4 

bottle 12 0 1 

candlestick 3 2 0 

carnet vd 15 0 2 

chair 2 0 1 

clock 1 0 1 
fiddle clarionet 2 0 2 

glass tumbler 24 1 0 

hooo 1 0 1 

knife 1 1 0 

ladder 1 1 0 
looking glass 1 0 1 
oicture 4 0 1 
plate 5 1 0 

soao dish 1 1 0 

spoon 13 I 3 

sugar tongs or 1 0 1 

table cloth 12 2 2 

tea caddv. kettle 4 0 2 

thimble 2 I 0 

towel 4 0 2 

wheel 2 I 0 

door 2 2 0 

lock. kev 1 1 0 

screw box 20 0 1 

music box 1 1 0 
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Figure 15-4: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Property Listed 

in Indictments for Receiving (3) 1828-1837 

Stolen Article Received Quantity Males Females 
Involved Involved 

Commodities: 

leather oiece 20 0 1 

leather lb 50 1 0 

leather skin hide 97 3 2 
oats sack bushel 9 2 0 - - --
hav lb 90 3 0 

tallow lb 100 2 0 

lead black lb 20 0 1 

shellac lb 10 1 0 

madder in a cask 2 1 0 

nail lb 40 1 0 

solder lb 10 1 0 

gJass oiece 100 1 0 

cork 400 2 0 

Metal: 

brass oieces 4 1 0 

brass lb 40 1 0 

conner olates 4 2 0 

iron lb 30 1 0 

lead lb 464 1 1 

zinc niece 26 1 0 

Food: 

bread lb 5 0 1 

cheese 6 1 2 

currants 2 1 0 

flour lb 55 1 1 

ham oiece 1 1 0 

mutton beef lb 10 1 1 

sugar lb 2 1 0 
sugar loaf 1 1 0 

Livestock: 

hen turkev 6 1 1 

duck 12 1 0 
goose 2 1 0 
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Despite most of England's textiles being produced in the Salford Hundred, 

there was a surprisingly small number of indictments for receiving cloth, and an 

equally surprising small quantity of cloth involved - a few pieces or lengths of calico, 

silk and lace, and some small amounts of raw silk, bundles of thread and hanks of 

yam. There were only eight offences involving fabric of fifty yards or more in 

length, the largest being 400 yards of valencia waistcoating received by Mary 

Rydings; 16 and few large amounts of manufacturing materials, the largest being sixty 

pounds weight of raw silk received by James Seddon, 11 100 cotton cops by Thomas 

Quin18 and 150 pounds weight of cotton yam by Francis Moore. 19 

Again there were surprisingly few indictments for receiving commodities and 

metals. These were items of little use in households and by their nature had to be 

sold to professional receivers. Though an enormous amount of lead was stolen 

throughout the Salford Hundred between 1828 and 1837, only two professional 

receivers were indicted - William Roberts20 who received 200 pounds weight oflead 

taken by John Collier21 and Robert Harrison22 from the roof of Frederick Fincham's 

Manchester dwelling, and Ann Rogerson23 who 'feloniously received' lead lifted by 

Arthur Rice and John Gouldsmith from John MacDermott's dwelling in Manchester. 

16 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 April 1832. Mary 
Rydings was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. She received the cloth from 
John Dakin who had stolen it from John Broadbent's warehouse in Manchester. Dakin was sentenced 
to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 12 May 1832 to 14 
August 1832 and was transported to New South Wales. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9 and HO 27. 
17 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 26 April 183 0. James 
Seddon was sentenced to seven years' transportation. His disposal was not found. 
18 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 7 January 1833. Thomas 
Quin was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
19 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 21 October 1833. Francis 
Moore was sentenced to two months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
20 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831. William 
Roberts was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
21 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831. John 
Collier's disposal was not found. 
22 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831. For stealing 
200 pounds weight oflead, Robert Harrison was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, from 20 May 1831 to 5 July 1831, and sailed to Van Diemen's 
Land in the Strathfieldsay (1) in July 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and 
AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/20, 1305 Robert Harrison, Strathfieldsay (1), 15 
November 1831. Harrison was a brick maker from Stockport, Cheshire. He had been convicted 
before for stealing hides and imprisoned for one month. His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the 
hulk orderly and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 4 offences against 
colonial regulations - neglect of duty, drunkenness and being in a public house and representing 
himself to be free, for which he was punished with a fine of5/- and 2 days in solitary confinement. 
He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1836 and a free certificate in 1838. 
23 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 29 February 1836 For 
stealing lead Arthur Rice and John Gouldsmith were sentenced to two months' imprisonment in the 
New Bailey For receiving the same lead Ann Rogerson was sentenced to three months' 
imprisonment in the New Bailey. See also Chapter Ten, p. 138. 
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There was an insignificant nwnber of offences at quarter sessions for receiving 

stolen food and livestock, and the quantities received were so small that the effect on 

criminal activity in the Salford Hundred was inconsequential. 

The law required magistrates to deal severely with receivers but there was a 

tendency for them to be punished with slightly less rigour than offenders overall. 

The likelihood of sentencing to transportation was less, and there was a distinct 

increase in the rate of sentencing to imprisonment for shorter terms of seven months 

to three years. This lighter sentencing may have been the accepted punishment for 

non-professional receivers such as family members, recipients of gifts or those 

coerced or deceived. This pattern of sentencing is demonstrated in the table in Annex 

L which shows detailed sentencing of receiving offenders and percentage comparisons 

with all offenders. Grouped sentencing is given in Figures 15-5 and 15-6. 

Figure 15-5: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Grouping of Sentencing 

for Receiving Stolen Property 1828-1837 

Sentence Male Female Total Percent of Percent of 
Receiving All 
Offenders Offenders 

(262) (7,763) 

transportation for 7 vears 17 11 28 10.7 14.2 

transoortation for 14 vears 17 9 26 9.9 6.4 

transportation for life 4 0 4 I 5 1.7 

imprisoned from 7 months to 3 vears 27 22 49 18.6 8.6 

imorisoned from 5 weeks to 6 months 64 58 122 46.6 48.0 

imprisoned from 1 dav to 1 month 6 6 12 4.6 14.3 

not guiltv 8 13 21 8.1 4.2 

discharged 0 0 0 0.0 1.5 

remanded 0 0 0 0.0 0.6 

other 0 0 0 0.0 0.5 

Total 143 119 262 100.0 100.0 

Figure 15-6: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Sentencing 

for Receiving Stolen Property 1828-1837 

Sentence Males Females Total Percent of Percent of 
Receiving All 
Offenders Offenders 

(262) (7,763) 

imorisonment 97 86 183 69.8 71.0 

transportation 38 20 58 22.1 22.3 

other findings 8 13 21 8.1 67 

Total 143 119 262 100.0 100.0 
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When the aggravating circumstance of having been convicted before of a 

felony was examined, only twelve offenders were identified, 24 a number too small to 

draw definitive conclusions. Three were imprisoned and nine sentenced to 

transportation, one being 'an old offender' Mary Ann Milligan who was charged 

with receiving a stolen coat and waistcoat belonging to John Pickup ofManchester.25 

Receivers of stolen property were significantly older than most offenders. Of 

the sixty-one whose ages were identified, 55.7 percent were over thirty-five 

compared with 20.4 percent of all offenders. Figure 15-7 shows the age groupings of 

offenders who were committed to trial for receiving stolen property, and Figure 15-8 

illustrates the comparison of ages of receivers with all offenders. 

Figure 15-7: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Receiving Stolen Property 

Age Groupings 1835-183726 

Age Grouping of Male Female Total Percent of Percent of All 
Offenders Receiving Offenders 

Committed for Offenders Identified by 
Receiving Identified by Ages (2,552) 

Ages (61) 

9to14 vears 0 0 0 0.0 5.0 

15 to 19 vears 4 1 5 82 27.7 

20 to 24 vears 8 3 11 18.0 26.4 

25 to 29 vears 2 7 9 14 8 12.7 

30 to 34 vears 0 2 2 3.3 7.8 

35 to 39 vears 3 3 6 99 7.1 

40 to 44 vears 2 5 7 11.5 4.5 

45 to 49 vears 2 3 5 8.2 37 

50 to 54 vears 3 3 6 9.8 2.2 

55 to 59 vears 3 3 6 9 8 1.6 

60 to 64 vears 3 0 3 4.9 0.9 

65 to 71 vears 1 0 1 1.6 0.4 

total 31 30 61 100.0 100.0 

24 There were five male and seven female receivers who had been convicted before of a felony. 
25 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 25 October 1830. For receiving stolen 
wearing apparel, Mary Milligan was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the America in December 1830. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT 
Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/7, 132 Mary Milligan, America, 9 May 1831. Milligan was a 
house servant from Manchester. She had been convicted in April 1825 for stealing money from the 
person and sentenced to seven years' transportation, serving three years and two months in the 
General Penitentiary, Millbank. She had been a prostitute for two years. Her conduct in gaol was 
unknown and in the ship very good. In Van Diemen's Land she committed 34 offences against 
colonial regulations including 11 for absence and 7 for drunkenness. During servitude she was 
punished with 3 reprimands, 1 admonishment, 30 months' hard labour and 72 days in solitary 
confinement She was granted a ticket ofleave in 1838 and on 23 September 1844 'the sentence 
which this woman is now undergoing is remitted by the Lt Gov, she is therefore restored to freedom'. 
26 Ages were included in pre-trial indictments between 1835 and 1837 and not in post-trial 
indictments between 1828 and 1834. 
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Figure 15-8: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Receiving Stolen Property 

Comparison of Age Groupings 1835-1837 

Age Groupings - Receiving Stolen Property 
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Receiving was an urban crime, over 90 percent of offences being committed in 

the Salford Hundred's ten most populated towns. Figure 15-9 shows their 

distribution. 

Figure 15-9: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Receiving Stolen Property 

Urban Distribution of Offences 1828-1837 

Major Towns Male Female Total Percent of All Percent of All 
Offenders Offenders Offenders Receivers (262) Offences (7,763) 

Manchester 107 97 204 77.9 65 .8 

Salford 3 4 7 2.7 2.4 

Burv 3 3 6 2.3 2.2 

Bolton 5 2 7 2.7 6.1 

Ashton 7 2 9 3.4 3.5 

Oldham 5 I 6 2.3 3.2 

Rochdale 0 0 0 0.0 0.9 

Sootland 0 0 0 0.0 0.8 

W ardleworth 2 1 3 l.l 1.4 

Heaton 0 l l 0.4 1.0 

Total 132 111 243 92.8 87.3 

Figure 15-9 shows the towns in which receiving offences occurred though 

these were not necessarily the places where the property was stolen. Because of the 

mobility of some Salford Hundred thieves, a great deal of trading was done with 

receivers outside the Salford Hundred. According to Tobias, Liverpool receivers 
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often came to Manchester to buy stolen goods to take back to Liverpool for resale, 27 

and Manchester's thieves regularly took a great deal of stolen property to receivers 

in Liverpool. Others dealt with receivers in large townships in neighbouring counties 

- Joseph Lutman stole silver plate in the Salford Hundred but took it to a Moses 

Benjamin in Birmingham.28 Because of this practice of taking stolen property outside 

the Salford Hundred, the number of offences for receiving tried at the Salford 

Hundred quarter sessions probably understates the amount of illicit receiving which 

resulted from larceny within the Salford Hundred. 

27 Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p. 110. 
28 For Lutman's and Benjamin's criminal histories see Chapter Ten, p. 115 
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Chapter Sixteen 

Assault 

Assaults were frequent in the Salford Hundred. 1 There were riots, drunken 

affrays, street brawls, fights between men and women, and savage attacks on 

constables. Violence was not confined to England's industrial north. Emsley, Jones 

and Robson remarked on the frequency throughout England of quarrels, family feuds, 

malicious assaults with weapons, cutting, wounding, attacks on gamekeepers, 

assaults by husbands on wives, masters on servants, parents on children, vagrants on 

overseers of the poor and beatings of constables by rioters and drunks.2 In this 

examination all these violent circumstances are grouped under the one general offence 

of assault. It includes striking a person with or without a weapon, using menaces or 

threats, disturbing the peace and rioting. 3 

Between 1828 and 1837 there were 244 indictments at the Salford Hundred 

quarter sessions for assault. It was almost entirely a male offence - men were 

involved in 241 indictments and women in three.4 This was a male participation rate 

of98.8 percent, exceptionally high when compared with the rate for all offences of 

79. 8 percent. A distinct feature was that the majority of indictments for violent 

assaults against the person involved males against males and particularly males 

against constables. 

Figure 16-1 shows the types of assaults and riots, and the numbers of 

indictments for assault which were brought to trial at quarter sessions in the Salford 

Hundred between 1828 and 1837. 

1
, Jones wrote that in Manchester there was an 'extraordinary amount of violent crime', in Jones, 

'Crime and Police in Manchester', pp. 151-152. However the number of indictments at the Salford 
Hundred quarter sessions between 1828 and 1837 for serious violence to the person was small. 
2 Emsley, Crime and Society in England, pp. 35-36 and 39-40; Jones, 'Crime and Police in 
Manchester', p. 154; and Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australla, pp. 58-66. 
3 Jones classified assault into nine 'forms of violence': against oneself, sexual, attacks on family, 
attacks on others, by gangs, during robberies, in ethnic or religious conflict, in protest and against 
police, in Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', p 152. Jones's categories have not been used in 
this thesis because they were not useful in categorising offences tried at the Salford Hundred quarter 
sessions. 
4 The three women charged with assault were Meredith Salter, Mary Bridge and Harriet Bates LRO 
Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 19 January 1829, 20 July 1829 and 
26 October 1835. In 1829 Salter was found guilty of 'assaulting Frederick Birch at Manchester' and 
was sentenced to one year's imprisonment in the New Bailey; in 1829 Bridge was found 'guilty of a 
riot and of assaulting James Jones at Manchester' and was sentenced to four months' imprisonment in 
the New Bailey; and in 1835 Bates was indicted for 'assaulting David Russell at Ardwick' and was 
discharged. 
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Figure 16-1: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Assault Offences 

Listed in Indictments 1828-1837 

Event Number of Males Females 
Indictments Involved Involved 

assaulting a male oerson 61 59 

assaulting a female oerson 9 9 

assaulting a constable 44 44 

assaultmg a watchman 4 4 

assault with intent to rob 22 22 

assault and consoiracv to orevent working 1 1 

riot 14 14 

riot and assaulting a male oerson 31 30 

riot and assaulting a female oerson 4 4 

riot and assaultmg a constable 30 30 

riot and threats bv mt1midation 1 1 

riot and consoiracv to raise wages 1 1 

riot and assault to raise wages 1 1 

riotously assembled assaulting a constable 6 6 

riotouslv assembled damaging orooertv 10 10 

demanding monev bv menaces 4 4 

disturbing the peace bv fighting 1 1 

total indictments 244 241 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

The most frequent offence was common assault, that is the use of physical or 

verbal attack by one person on another. Generally these assaults were simple 

quarrelling, a widespread lower-class habit which occurred often in public houses and 

on the streets outside after closing time. 5 In urban working-class communities in the 

Salford Hundred there was much social tension brought about by the pressure of 

poverty. Allegiances were frequently made and frequently broken by people in 

multi-tenanted houses and overcrowded cellar dwellings with consequent 

disharmony, loss of temper, drunken brawls and family fighting. Most were brief 

affairs, not criminally violent and soon forgotten. If brought before magistrates they 

were usually tried as misdemeanours and dealt with summarily by duty justices. It is 

not possible to establish their frequency from quarter sessions' records but they may 

have occurred often6 especially among Irish immigrants who, according to Kidd, 

brought with them from Ireland many disagreeable social habits including that of 

endemic violence. 7 

5 Kidd, Manchester, p. 60, and Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', pp. 153 and 171. 
6 Emsley, Crime and Society m En~land, pp. 18-19. 
7 Kidd, Manchester, p 60. Robson calculated that of the 3 percent of convicts transported for 
assaults, more than half came from Ireland; Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, pp. 58-66. 
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By 1830 about fifteen percent of the Salford Hundred's population was Irish. 

Most were congregated in Manchester's worst slums especially Old Town, Angel 

Meadow and Little Ireland near Oxford Road. The Irish generally were 

impoverished, a condition which contributed to the view that their economic 

misfortune caused social discontent resulting in them being involved in about one 

third of rioting. 8 This is not apparent in offences brought before quarter sessions. 

Between 1828 and 1837 there was no evidence from sessions' reports or magistrates' 

comments that assault was or was not a particularly Irish offence. 

Of the 118 indictments for assault of a person, 116 were committed by men. 

Ten of the seventy victims of these assaults were women, one was an exciseman and 

forty-eight were constables and watchmen. In most indictments, the accused were 

charged with the straightforward offence of assault without any additional 

aggravating circumstances. This was the case in charges against James Livesey for 

assaulting Sarah Taylor at Castleton and George Hobson10 for assaulting Abraham 

Howarth at Middleton. 

However, the aggravating circumstance of assault against an officer in the 

execution of duty was included in the wording of indictments against those charged 

with violence against officers of the peace. Daniel Priestley was charged with 

'assaulting Charles Ogden, Constable of Chadderton, in the execution of his duty';11 

John Jacobs with 'assaulting John Fitzpatrick, a watchman and peace officer, at 

Salford, in the execution of his duty';12 and Michael MacCormick with assaulting 

John Ford 'whilst in the execution of his duty as a watchman' .13 

Though the law required magistrates to regard assaults on officers of the 

peace as serious matters, punishments were not severe. Of eighty offenders who 

assaulted constables, seventy-one were sentenced to imprisonment but none to 

8 Kidd, Manchester, pp. 43-45 and 123-124. 
9 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 12 January 1828. James 
Livesey was sentenced to four months' imprisonment in the New Bailey 'and to find sureties for his 
good behaviour'. 
10 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 27 August 1832. George 
Hobson was sentenced to one month's imprisonment in the New Bailey 'and to find sureties for his 
good behaviour'. 
11 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 19 July 1830. Daniel 
Priestley was 'fined £1 and to find sureties for his good behaviour'. 
12 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 18 January 1830 John 
Jacobs was sentenced to two months' imprisonment in the New Bailey, 'the last three days to be in 
solitary confinement'. 
13 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 March 1835. Michael 
MacCormick was discharged. 
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transportation. 14 

More assaults occurred during the commission of larcenies than were 

disclosed by indictments. William Whalley, William Travis15 and Edward Johnson16 

broke into Betty Oldham's public house in Cross Lane, Salford, at 2 am on 30 June 

1829 and stole a large quantity of spirits and wine. During the robbery they were 

detected and tried to escape by running across nearby wasteland where 'they were 

subsequently taken after a chase of some duration, and a desperate resistance'. 

Assault during the 'desperate resistance' was not written into their indictments nor 

tried as an aggravating circumstance. 

James Gatland11 and Hugh Roscoe18 were charged with 'stealing a watch and 

twelve shillings from the person of Thomas Garbutt'. Though they had stalked, 

confronted, 'beat and robbed' Garbutt late at night in a lane at Hulme, they were 

charged only with the lesser offence of stealing from the person. Their violent 

14 Sentences for assaulting constables were: 3 offenders to imprisonment for 2 years; 2 for 18 months; 
18 for 12,months; 28 for periods from 4 to 9 months; and 20 for periods from 14 days to 3 months. 
The remainder were fined, traversed, remanded to later sessions or discharged. 
15 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; Wheeler's 
Manchester Chronicle and The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 25 July 1829. William Whalley and 
William Travis were sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
16 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions and The Manchester 
Guardian and Wheeler'sManchester Chronicle, Saturday 25 July 1829. For stealing spirits, wine 
and a caddy spoon, Edward Johnson was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in 
the hulks, Dolphin and Cumberland, from 19 August 1829 to 23 April 1830 and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the David Lyon in April 1830. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, 
and AOT Hobart, File 40/333, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/24, 467 Edward Johnson, 
David Lyon, 18 August 1830 Johnson was a fustian dyer from Salford. He had been in prison 
before for one month on suspicion offelony. James Diggles the head watchman of the township of 
Salford gave evidence that he was 'a very bad character'. His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the 
hulk orderly and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 6 offences against 
colonial regulations: driving away cattle (discharged), threatening John Foley (2 sureties to keep the 
peace), absence (50 lashes), indecently exposing himself in the street with a woman (25 lashes) and 
neglect of duty and gross insolence (6 months' hard labour). He was granted a conditional pardon on 
19 February 1836. 
11 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 April 1832. For stealing a 
watch and twelve shillings from the person, James Gatland was sentenced to fourteen years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan, from 18 May 1832 to 24 September 1832, 
and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Georgiana (2) in September 1832. PRO London, HO 8, HO 
9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/16, 875 James Gatland, 
Georgiana (2), 1February1833. Gatland was a labourer from Blackburn. He had been convicted 
before twice: for stealing apples and imprisoned for fourteen days, and for street robbery with violence 
and imprisoned for twelve months in Lancaster Castle and once whipped. His conduct in gaol was 
bad, in the hulk good and in the ship orderly. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 25 offences 
against colonial regulations including 7 for routine discipline and 5 for absence, and 3 felonies -
'having a counterfeit dollar in his possession'; 'absence from his hut at night with a strong suspicion 
of committing thefts in the neighbourhood'; and 'having in possession a skeleton key under 
suspicious circumstances'. During servitude he was punished with 2 reprimands, 1 admonishment, 
23 months' hard labour, 4 hours in the stocks, 31 days on the treadwheel, 19 days in solitary 
confinement and 50 lashes He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1842 and a free certificate in 1846. 
18 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 April 1832. Hugh Roscoe 
was imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, from 18 May 1832 to 3 July 1832, and was transported to New 
South Wales in the Parmelia (I) on 28 July 1832. 
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assaults on Garbutt were omitted from their indictments. 

There were twenty-two indictments at quarter sessions for the offence of 

assault with intent to rob. 19 Most were deliberate criminal acts compounded by 

violence such as the offences by John Harrison20 and John Blackbum21 who attacked 

Abraham Kershaw in the street at midnight. Kershaw told quarter sessions: 

I live in Grosvenor-street, Oldham. At twelve o'clock at night of the 12th ofJune, I left 

the Foresters' public-house, perfectly sober. I had got about twenty yards, when I met 

the two prisoners and another man. I knew Harrison well before that time. I never saw 

Blackbum before. Goold, the man not in custody said, 'I owe thee something, and I'll 

pay thee now'. They then knocked me down, and all three kicked me, and felt in my 

pockets. I had just fourpence halfpenny in a waistcoat pocket in which they did not feel. 

They groped in my right one, in which there was nothing. It was a very fine night and I 

am sure of the men. When Goold and Harrison ran away, I said, 'You need not run; I 

know you all'. I held Blackbum fast, but I let him go, and thought I would see after the 

police.22 

The petit jury found both Harrison and Blackburn guilty of assault with 

intent to rob. Norris sentenced them to transportation for life, a punishment in 

accordance with Peel's consolidation act of 1827 which required severe penalties for 

violent offences against the person. 

Riots occurred in a number of ways, the first and most frequent being 

unlawful assemblies of drunken men rampaging in disorder outside public houses. 23 

The second type was associated with wage demands. These were infrequently 

prosecuted at quarter sessions despite the magnitude of industrial and commercial 

activity in the Salford Hundred, the large numbers of wage earners existing on the 

19 Had property been stolen the preferred charge would have been 'stealing from the person'. 
20 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; and The 
Manchester Guardian and Wheeler'sManchester Chronicle, Saturday 25 July 1829. For assault with 
intent to rob, John Harrison was sentenced to transportation for life, was imprisoned in the hulk, 
Dolphin, from 20 August 1829 to 23 September 1829, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Bussorah Merchant (2) in October 1829. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT 
Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/19, 1027 John Harrison, BussorahMerchant (2), 18 
January 1830. Harrison was a farm labourer from Oldham He had been convicted before for stealing 
a watch and imprisoned for three months. The Oldham constable reported that he had 'the very worst 
of character'. His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In Van 
Diemen' s Land he committed 9 offences against colonial regulations including 4 as a constable -
insolence, 'threatening Mr Glass', neglect of duty and 'allowing a prisoner to escape'. During 
servitude he was punished with 3 reprimands, 26 months' hard labour and 25 lashes. On 8 April 
1836 he committed suicide by 'cutting his throat'. 
21 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; and The 
Manchester Guardian and Wheeler's Manchester Chronicle, Saturday 25 July 1829. For assault with 
intent to rob, John Blackbum was sentenced to transportation for life, was imprisoned in the hulk, 
Dolphin, from 20 August 1829 to 23 September 1829, and was transported to New South Wales on 
23 September 1829. 
22 Wheeler's Manchester Chronicle, Saturday 25 July 1829. 
23 Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', p. 153. 
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edge of poverty, the influence ofradical workers' movements promoting 

combinations, and residual hostility against authority following the brutal 

suppression of dissent at the public meeting in Saint Peter's Field in 1819. 

Throughout the manufacturing districts of Lancashire in the early nineteenth 

century, there were strong contemporary opinions that picketing, public 

demonstrations by protesting workers, machine breaking and arson of employers' 

property constituted social unrest verging on civil war. 24 This perception was 

expressed at the 10 January 1831 quarter sessions when Norris complained to the 

grand jury about the use of threats and intimidation in some workplaces in the 

Salford Hundred. 

It is to be regretted that there exist disputes in this town between the masters and the 

operatives, as to the price of labour; and, unfortunately, in consequence of these 

disputes, many persons are thrown out of employment who are nowise concerned in it. 

From the piecer to the weaver, and other hands, there are from six to eight persons, 

dependent on the work of each spinner. This increases the evil manifold; and throws 

numbers out of employment without any fault of their own who are willing to work; 

and produces poverty and distress among them. [Some persons] have attempted by 

means of threats and intimidation, and in some cases by open violence, to compel the 

hands of other mills to abstain from their work although they are satisfied with their 

wages, their masters and their employment, and are willing to continue at their work; 

and they thus entail distress and misery on the honest workman. They ought not to use 

intimidation and violence on others ... [there have been] instances which have violated 

the law.25 

Norris was expressing an opinion which had nothing to do with offences 

before the court that day nor was his opinion supported historically - there had been 

only three indictments at quarter sessions for wage riots during the previous ten 

years. The first was against John Kean26 charged with 'riot at Manchester, and of 

using threats and intimidation to force the workmen in the employ of John Jepson 

Parker, to depart therefrom'; the second was against Nicholas Duf:f7 who was 'guilty 

of a riot at Ashton-under-Lyne, in pursuance of a conspiracy to raise wages'; and the 

last was against Alexander Droylsden28 who was 'guilty of a riot and of assaulting 

24 Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', p. 154, and Checkland, The Poor Law Report of 1834, 
pp. 23-26. 
25 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 10 January 1831; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 15 January 1831. 
26 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 18 January 1830. John Kean 
was sentenced to one year's imprisonment in Lancaster Castle. 
27 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 July 1832. Nicholas Duff 
was sentenced to nine months' imprisonment in the New Bailey 
28 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 15 April 1833. Alexander 
Droylsden was sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
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Joseph Crouchley at Manchester, in pursuance of a conspiracy to raise wages'. 29 

There was a further indictment associated with wages but not with rioting - Robert 

Lord was found guilty of assaulting John Anderson at Manchester and conspiring 

with others to prevent him going to his work with Just::ph Carr'. 30 There were very 

few indictments brought about by industrial unrest in the Salford Hundred; excessive 

industrial disruption in the community was not demonstrated by committals to 

quarter sessions, and the few offenders who did appear for trial may have been riot 

leaders singled out by employers or police for prosecution. 

The last type of riot was that of 'being riotously assembled', a much more 

complicated circumstance than simple drunken public disorder. Riotous assemblies 

were usually associated with destructive mobs pursuing some form of political or 

social purpose and wildly out of control. These were the most threatening of riots. 

However in the Salford Hundred between 1828 and 1837 there were sixteen 

indictments only for riotous assembly compounded by assault or damage to 

property. Six of these resulted from assaults on constables in the course of their 

duties, such as the offence by Patrick Gainor who was in a mob in Manchester in 

March 1836 which 'riotously assembled to disturb the peace [and] assaulted and 

abused Constable Archibald MacMullen'. 31 

The worst disturbances occurred on 26 July 1837 when a mob 'riotously 

assembled together to disturb the peace' in Manchester and in the course of wild 

disorder two of the rioters, James Cunningham and James Conlan, assaulted 

Constable John Denning. 32 In Salford on the same day a mob of three hundred or 

more assaulted 'divers of Her Majesty's subjects, passing and repassing', breaking 

windows, destroying houses, throwing furniture into the street and 'smashing it to 

pieces'. 33 A second Salford mob of about 500 'riotously and tumultuously assembled 

together to the disturbance of the public peace', assaulted various people and 

damaged Robert Stringer's house and buildings, some of them abusing and beating the 

29 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 15 April 1833. Alexander 
Droylsden was sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
30 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1836. Robert Lord 
was sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
31 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1836. Patrick 
Gainor was fined five shillings and imprisoned in the New Bailey until paid. 
32 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 28 August 1837. James 
Cunningham and James Conlan were sentenced to one year's imprisonment in Lancaster Castle 
33 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 28 August 183 7. Six 
offenders were charged with riotous assembly - four were discharged as not guilty and two were 
sentenced to six months' imprisonment in Lancaster Castle. 
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Salford constable, Joshua Holt, in the execution of his duty. 34 These riots extended to 

Bury where 'John Nuttal with other evil disposed persons, unlawfully riotously 

assembled ... did make a great noise and riot and disturbance', bludgeoned John 

Openshaw and broke several wimluws;l' and another Bury mob led by Joseph Lomax 

'riotously gathered together and demolished and destroyed' John Jackson's dwelling 

house.36 

There were clearly large numbers of people involved in riots during July, and 

as a consequence probably a large number of misdemeanours were heard by the duty 

magistrates, the guilty being summarily punished. It appears that offenders who 

were identified as wilfully destroying property or committing assaults (especially on 

constables) during the course of rioting were thought to have committed 

misdemeanours of such seriousness that they were sent to trial at quarter sessions37 

where punishments were severe - imprisonment for one to two years for assault and 

for three, six or nine months for destruction of property. 

'Demanding money by menaces with intent to steal' and 'disturbing the peace 

by fighting' were the last two offences relating to assault. Neither was committed 

frequently and both were of little consequence in the overall commission of crime in 

the Salford Hundred. There were four indictments for demanding money by 

menaces, all occurring during the one attempt at highway robbery by Isaac Taylor,38 

John Davis,39 Benjamin Nicks and Samuel Clark40 who approached Edmund Collinge 

in darkness on a deserted stretch of moorland highway near Castleton and 'by 

menaces and threats' demanded money. All four were found guilty and sentenced to 

seven years' transportation. 

34 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 28 August 1837. Of these 
500 or more rioters, only Thomas Plunkett was charged at quarter sessions with committing riotous 
assembly, assault and damage to property, and was sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the 
New Bailey. For rioting, abusing and beating a constable, Garratt Dillon, Patrick Menton and 
Thomas Scanlon were each sentenced to two years' imprisonment in Lancaster Castle. 
35 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 28 August 1837. John 
Nuttal was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in Lancaster Castle. 
36 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 23 October 1837. Joseph 
Lomax was sentenced to twelve months' imprisonment in Lancaster Castle. 
37 Some misdemeanours tried at quarter sessions were riot, assault, conspiracy to raise wages, 
obtaining by false pretences, keeping a house of ill repute and uttering false coin 
38 For Isaac Taylor's history see Chapter Thirteen, p 181 
39 For John Davis's history see Chapter Thirteen, p. 181 
40 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 March 1835, and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 7 March 1835. For demanding 
money by menaces, Benjamin Nicks and Samuel Clark were sentenced to seven years' transportation, 
were imprisoned in the hulk, Fortitude, from April 1835 to 31 August 1835, and transported to New 
South Wales on 31August1835. 



226 

There was one indictment only for disturbing the peace by fighting though 

this sort of offence occurred frequently in the Salford Hundred, particularly outside 

public houses and 'bawdy houses' in the back streets ofManchester. 41 It was 

unusual for such charges to be brought to quarter sessfons. On most occasions they 

were tried summarily as simple misdemeanours by the duty magistrate. Nevertheless 

Charles Jones was indicted for 'having at Broughton disturbed the peace by 

fighting'. 42 No aggravating circumstances were given nor was Jones's victim 

identified; the offence was of insufficient interest to be reported publicly. However 

Jones' s sentence of six months' imprisonment in Lancaster Castle pointed to some 

form of excessively bad behaviour which compounded what would normally have 

been a simple misdemeanour. It is possible Jones was punished with severity 

because he committed the offence in a suburb almost exclusively occupied by 

Manchester's wealthy middle class. 

Ages 

The ages of offenders who were indicted for assault between 1835 and 1837 

are given in Annex M and age groupings in Figure 16-2. 

Figure 16-2: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions -Age Groupings 

of Assault Offenders 1835-183743 

Age Offenders Percent of Assault Percent of All 
Groupings Offenders Offenders 

Identified by Ages Identified by Ages 
(82) (2,552) 

14-19 14 17.1 27.7 

20-24 39 47.6 26.4 

25-29 12 14.6 12.7 

30-34 6 7.3 7.8 

35-39 6 7.3 7.1 

40-44 5 6.1 4.5 

Total 82 100 

These calculations show that assault was a young man's crime. Nearly 80 

percent of assault offenders in the Salford Hundred were aged under twenty-nine 

compared with 66.8 percent of all offenders. 

"
11 Kidd, Manchester, p. 60; and Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', pp. 151-153 and 171. 
42 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 3 July 183 7. Charles Jones 
was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in Lancaster Castle. 
43 Ages were included in indictments in pre-trial indictments between 1835 and 1837 and not in post
trial indictments between 1828 and 1834. 
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Figure 16-3 illustrates the differences between the age groupings of assault 

offenders and offenders overall and demonstrates the significant involvement in 

assault by young adult offenders. 

Figure 16-3: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Comparison of Age Groupings 

of Assault Offenders 1835-1837 
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Sentencing 

The specific sentencing of assault offenders is given in the table in Annex N 

and grouped sentencing in Figure 16-4. 

Figure 16-4: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Grouped Sentencing 

of Assault Offenders 1828-1837 

Sentence Male Female Total Percent of Percent of 
Assault All 

Offenders Offenders 
(244) (7,763) 

transoortation for 7 vears 11 11 4.5 14.2 

transoortation for 14 vears 4 4 1.6 6.4 

transoortation for life 2 2 0.8 1.7 

imnrisoned from 7 months to 3 vears 63 1 64 26.2 8.6 

imorisoned from 5 weeks to 6 months 113 1 114 46.8 48 .0 

imnrisoned from 1 dav to 1 month 14 14 5.7 14.3 

not !l:uiltv 6 6 2.5 4.2 

discharged 17 1 18 7.4 1.5 

remanded 0 0 0.0 0.6 

other l l 11 4.5 0.5 

total 241 3 244 100.0 100.0 
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Figure 16-4 shows that the rate of imprisonment for assault offenders was 

much higher than for all offenders - 78.7 to 70.9 percent - with a proportionate 

decline in sentencing to transportation. Despite some nineteenth-century 

contemporary views that violent offences against the person were serious crimes and 

deserved severe punishments, offenders indicted for assault were one third less likely 

to be sentenced to transportation than offenders overall - 6.9 percent compared with 

22.3 percent for all offences. Of the seventeen assault offenders who were sentenced 

to transportation, eight were sent to Van Diemen's Land. 

The following examination of the circumstances of these eight offenders gives 

an indication of their criminality. When tried at quarter sessions none made pleas of 

mitigating circumstances brought about by distress, want or provocation; there was 

no evidence given during trials that any were 'occasional offenders' who acted under 

impulse or 'irresistible temptation';44 and none claimed to have been pressed into 

temporary or minor criminal activity by unfortunate social or economic 

circumstances. 45 In all cases the excesses of their behaviour and their histories 

demonstrated a pattern of habitual lawbreaking. John Howarth46 who assaulted a 

man in the street with intent to rob him had been convicted before of highway 

robbery with violence, had been imprisoned for twelve months, and his gaol and hulk 

reports described his conduct and connections as 'bad'.47 Thomas Fielding48 knocked 

down Robert Jackson an aged farmer at night on a deserted stretch of highway 

between Todmorden and Walsden and searched his pockets for money. Fielding had 

44 Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p. 56; Emsley, Crime and Society in England, pp. 33-34, 
and Hughes, The Fatal Shore, p. 162. 
45 Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p. 141; Nicholas and Shergold, 'Unshackling the Past', in 
Nicholas, Convict Workers, pp. 3-5; Nicholas and Shergold, 'Convicts as Migrants', in Nicholas, 
Convict Workers, pp. 59-60; and Morrison, Crime and Its Causes, 1891, pp. 141-142, quoted in 
Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p. 52. 
46 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 4 May 1829 For assault 
with intent to rob, John Howarth was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in 
the hulk, Dolphin, from 10 June 1829 to 11 August 1829, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Pnnce Regent (4) in August 1829. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT 
Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/19, 1008 John Howarth, Prince Regent, 10 January 1830. 
Howarth was a dyer and hatter from Manchester. He had been convicted before for assault with intent 
to rob and imprisoned for twelve months. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk orderly and in 
the ship unknown. In Van Diemen' s Land he committed 5 offences against colonial regulations, all 
associated with drunkenness. During servitude he was punished with 2 reprimands and 7 days on the 
treadwheel. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1836 and a conditional pardon on 13 July 1840. 
47 Gradings of conduct in gaols and on hulks was usually recorded in five categories: 'very bad, bad, 
indifferent, good and very good', in accordance with the requirements of 5 Geo IV, c 84. For the first 
quarterly report after arrival in hulks, convicts were all graded 'orderly'; thereafter in subsequent 
quarterly reports the five categories applied. A convict whose 'disposal' occurred during his first 
quarter in the hulk carried the hulk grading of 'orderly' from then on. Ships' surgeons often used 
their own gradings such as 'very orderly' or 'well behaved' as well as the five categories. 
48 For Thomas Fielding's history see Chapter Thirteen, p. 182. 
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been previously indicted for stealing a watch and for breaking windows and had been 

imprisoned for one month. Robert Humphreys49 and John MacCartley50 accosted 

Thomas Minton in a back street in Deansgate, threatened to murder him, beat him on 

the head with a bludgeon and attempted to rob him. Humphreys had been convicted 

before of assault and imprisoned for two months, and of highway robbery and 

sentenced to seven years' transportation. He had served four years in the 

penitentiary but as a consequence of disorderly behaviour had been transferred to the 

hulks, Justitia and Ganymede, for the remainder of his sentence. His conduct in gaol 

and on hulks was bad. 

John MacCartley had been committed to trial five times as a vagrant and once 

for a felony. His gaol and hulk reports described his conduct as bad; the Deputy 

Constable of Chorlton-upon-Medlock told the court that he was 'one of the worst 

characters in the township'. 

John Harrison51 knocked a man to the ground in the street at midnight, kicked 

and beat him and then attempted to rob him. Previously Harrison had been tried at 

the Lancaster assizes for burglary and again at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions 

for stealing a watch and had been imprisoned for three months. The constable of 

Oldham gave him 'the very worst of characters'. Magistrate Norris described 

Harrison as having 'as bad a character as ever came before a court of justice', saying 

that he would 'not be doing his duty to the country, if he allowed Harrison any 

chance of committing further offences in it'. 

Isaac Taylor and John Davis52 assaulted two men on the highway during 

darkness and demanded money by menaces. During the course of their trial evidence 

was given that they were suspected of having committed a number of highway 

robberies at night. Taylor had been convicted before of bastardy and imprisoned in 

the New Bailey for three months. Davis had no known previous convictions. 

Lastly, Thomas Mayall53 beat Moses Bennett insensible at 10 pm in Bank 

Street, Manchester, and then searched his pockets for money. Mayall had been 

convicted twice before for disorderly conduct and had been imprisoned in the New 

Bailey for four months. His gaol report described his character as indifferent. 

49 For Robert Humphreys's history see Chapter Thirteen, p. 183. 
5° For John MacCartley's history see Chapter Thirteen, p. 183. 
51 For John Harrison's history see Chapter Sixteen, p. 222 
52 For JohnDavis's and Isaac Taylor's histories see Chapter Thirteen, p. 181 
53 For For Thomas Mayall' s history see Chapter Thirteen, p 183. 
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Chapter Seventeen 

Embezzling and False Pretences 

Misappropriation, forgery, fraud, swindling, cheating and stealing by a trick 

were activities associated with indictments for 'embezzling' and 'obtaining by false 

pretences with intent to cheat or defraud' .1 There were legal differences - embezzling 

involved the misappropriation of money and was a felony; obtaining by false 

pretences involved goods, chattels or money and was a misdemeanour. 

All offenders charged at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions with 

embezzling were clerks or servants who had fraudulently diverted their master's 

money to their own use.2 Charles Shorrocks3 was indicted for 'feloniously 

embezzling £1 received by him as a servant' to John Baggs, a merchant of 

Manchester, after Shorrocks had sold some ofBaggs's smallware to the Reverend 

Booth on credit. 

One afternoon, Booth on meeting Shorrocks in the street, gave him £1 in part payment 

of the account. Shorrocks kept the money 4 

John Miller embezzled 17/- from his employers, Messrs Joseph Newbolt and 

Company of Bury'. 

1 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, pp. 67-69; and Jones, 'Crime and Police in 
Manchester', pp. 160-161. 
2 Embezzlers were described by Lieutenant-Governor Arthur as 'educated criminals' and 'Clerks or 
Specials'. He said that in Van Diemen's Land they were 'ill-conducted, and their reformation is, 
perhaps, more hopeless than that of any other class insomuch as they are usually confirmed drunkards 
... they do little work, and are disposed to embezzle the public property in order to purchase drink' 
As a result of their 'gentleman' status, Arthur believed they should have known better than to 
misbehave and therefore ought not be 'set apart' in the penal colony for easy punishment and deserved 
hard labour at Port Arthur Arthur to Goderich, Dispatch Number 8, 15 February 1833, Public 
Record Office, London, Colonial Office, CO 280/39: Tasmania: Original Correspondence, 1824-
1900, p. 151. 
3 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 16 April 1831. For embezzling 
£1, Charles Shorrocks was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, 
Justitia, from 20 May 1831 to 5 July 1831, and sailed to Van Diemen' s Land in the Strathfieldsay 
(I) in July 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 
18, Con 23, Con 31/39, 1438 Charles Shorrocks, Strathfieldsay (I), 15 November 1831. Shorrocks 
was a carter. He had been convicted before twice: stealing a silk handkerchief and top coat and 
imprisoned for three months; and stealing money from his master and imprisoned for six months. 
His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk orderly and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he 
committed 5 offences against colonial regulations including 2 for absence. During servitude he was 
punished with 1 reprimand, 8 months' hard labour, 17 days on the treadwheel and 3 days in solitary 
confinement. He was free by servitude in 1838. On 23 October 1838 he was tried by the Supreme 
Court, Hobart, for stealing a promissory note and sentenced to 7 years' transportation. In April 1844 
he was granted a ticket ofleave, and in October 1844 was sentenced to an additional 18 months' 
imprisonment for larceny under £5. 
4 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 16 April 1831. 
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It appeared that the prisoner had been engaged about two years ago by Mr Newbolt to 

superintend the machine-making department of his business, at a salary of33s a week. 

Some work had been done for a Mr Bell for the amount of 17s, and that gentleman 

happened to meet Miller in the street, stopped him and paid the money It was 

attempted to be shown that the prisoner had engaged to pay Mr Newbolt a per centage for 

the use of his stock-in-trade, etc, and that the remaining profits were to go into his own 

pocket. This however, failed Mr Courtney, for the prisoner, attempted to shew that 

inasmuch as the work had been entered in the books in the usual manner, the mere 

concealing of the receipt of the money was not a criminal act. The prisoner in his 

defence said that he had no intention to defraud Mr Newbolt of the money, and if he had 

not just then been distrained upon for rent, he should have repaid it. 5 

Miller's defence of being in financial difficulty at the time was an example of 

Emsley's proposition that many embezzling clerks thought they were simply 

borrowing money to help them through hardships. 6 

'Obtaining by false pretences' was an offence compounded by intent to 

defraud. This meant that there was some form of false representation or deception 

by the offender in unlawfully cheating, swindling or tricking a victim of property. 

The value or quantity of property could vary substantially, for example Henry 

France7 a thrice-convicted felon fraudulently obtained two small pieces of oil cloth 

from Edward Hacking; John Johnson8 a clerk who had been indicted previously for 

embezzlement took twenty-five quarters (700 pounds weight) of oats from Thomas 

Goodier; and Joseph Nield,9 an unemployed labourer from Salford, defrauded Ann 

5 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; Wheeler's 
Manchester Chronicle and The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 25 July 1829 John Miller was 
sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
6 Emsley, Crime and Society in EnKland, pp. 121-124. 
1 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 24 October 1831. For 
obtaining two pieces of oil cloth by fraud, Henry France was sentenced to seven years' transportation, 
was imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, from 15 November 1831 to 11 February 1832, and sailed to 
Van Diemen's Land in the Katherine Stewart Forbes (2) in February 1832. PRO London, HO 8, 
HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/14, 537 Henry 
France, Katherine Stewart Forbes (2), 16 July 1832. France had been convicted before three times 
for felonies. His conduct in gaol was indifferent and in the hulk orderly. He died on the voyage to 
Van Diemen's Land. 
8 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 March 1835. For obtaining 
oats by false pretences, John Johnson was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in 
the hulk, Justitia, from April 1835 to 6 April 1836, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Lord 
Lyndoch (3) in April 1836. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 
14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/25, 938 John Johnson, Lord Lyndoch (3), 20 August 1836. Johnson 
was a clerk and warehouseman from Kent He had been indicted before for embezzling and acquitted. 
His conduct in gaol was good, in the hulk orderly - highly recommended for good behaviour - and in 
the ship very good. He was described by Surgeon-Superintendent James Lawrence as 'very well 
behaved on board - one of the best men'. In Van Diemen' s Land he committed 9 offences against 
colonial regulations including 3 for drunkenness, and I felony - 'illegally pawning goods the property 
of others' for which he was sentenced to 6 months' hard labour During servitude he was punished 
with 22 months' hard labour. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1841 and a free certificate in 1842. 
9 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 30 May 1836. Joseph Nield 
was sentenced to four months' imprisonment in the New Bailey 
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Moore of fourteen pints of ale. 

On occasions the wording of an indictment was altered to suit the 

circumstance of the offence. When there was more than one offender the charges 

were 'conspiring to defraud' and when deceit was involved the charge was 

'fraudulently obtaining by false representation'. 

John Bradley charged on the oath of George Smith, with having, on the 26th of April, at 

Manchester, fraudulently obtained from him the sum of one shilling, by falsely 

representing to him on his enlistment into the 85th regiment of foot, that he was not a 

married man, whereas in truth and in fact he was at the time of his so enlisting a married 

man 10 

There were 239 indictments at quarter sessions for the offences of 

embezzling and obtaining by false pretences - 222 involved men and seventeen 

women. This was a male participation rate of92.9 percent which was exceptionally 

high when compared with the male rate for all offences of79.8 percent. All these 

offences involved specific amounts of property which in this assessment have been 

included in other general offences. The categories and distribution are shown in 

Figure 17-1. 

Figure 17-1: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Property Involved 

in Embezzling and False Pretences 1828-183711 

Categories of Property Committals for Male Female 
Embezzling and 
False Pretences 

wearing annarel 10 5 5 

goods and chattels 43 42 1 

monev 160 152 8 

cloth 15 13 2 

food 14 11 3 

total offences 242 223 19 

Money was involved in the majority of offences though generally in small 

quantities - 81.2 percent of offences were for less than £5. The smallest amount was 

eightpence obtained by William Lee12 from Richard Henshaw by false pretences, and 

the largest £500 embezzled by George Bollard13 from his employer, David Thomas of 

10 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 30 May 1836. John Bradley 
was discharged 
11 The reason why the number of offences (242) is greater than the number of indictments (239) is 
because in three cases a single indictment for obtaining by false pretences included different types of 
property such as wearing apparel, goods and food, the theft of each being an offence. 
12 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 September 1833. William 
Lee was sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
13 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 29 February 1836. George 
Bollard was sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
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Manchester. Women were involved in eight indictments for small sums, the total 

being an inconsequential £5.19.0. Figure 17-2 shows the amounts of money listed in 

indictments for embezzling and for obtaining by false pretences at the Salford 

Hundred quarter sessions between 1828 and 1837. 

Figure 17-2: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Money Involved 

in Embezzling and False Pretences 1828-1837 

Amounts Obtaining Money Obtaining Money 
by False Pretences by Embezzling 

under 1/- 2 2 

1/- to 10/- 24 11 

11/-to 19/- 10 12 

£1 to £2 19.11 12 20 

£3 to £5.19.11 8 11 

£6 to £10.19.11 3 14 

£11 to £20 2 13 

!!Teater than £20 4 11 

unsoec1fied amounts 4 0 

total 69 94 

Convicted before of a felony 

There were only two offenders identified as having been convicted before of a 

felony- William Parker14 who embezzled £15.14.8 from John Atkinson, and Charles 

Shorrocks15 £1 from John Baggs. Both were sentenced to transportation in 

accordance with the requirements of Peel's consolidation acts that repeat offenders 

be sentenced with severity. 

Sentencing 

Punishment for embezzling and false pretences was not severe. The rate of 

sentencing to transportation was half that for offences overall (10.4 percent to 22.3 

percent) and imprisonment increased in proportion (77.9 percent to 71 percent of all 

offenders). This pattern of imprisoning rather than transporting for embezzling and 

false pretences is demonstrated by the specific sentencing given in Annex 0, and by 

the grouped sentencing shown in Figure 17-3. 

14 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831. For 
embezzling £15.14.8, William Parker was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned 
on the hulk, Justitia, from 20 May 1831 to 4 November 1831, and was transported to New South 
Wales in the Isabella I (4); PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27. 
15 For Charles Shorrocks's history see Chapter Seventeen, p. 230. 
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Figure 17-3: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Grouped Sentencing 

Embezzling and False Pretences 1828-1837 

Sentence Offenders Percent of Percent of All 
Embezzling and Offenders 
False Pretence (7,763) 
Offenders (239) 

transportation for 7 vears 23 9.6 14 2 

transoortation for 14 vears 2 0.8 6.4 

transportation for life 0 0.0 1.7 

imnrisoned from 7 months to 3 vears 41 17.2 8.6 

imnrisoned from 5 weeks to 6 months 128 53.6 48.0 

imprisoned from 1 dav to 1 month 17 7.1 14.3 

not _guiltv 9 3.8 4.2 

discharged 8 3.3 1.5 

remanded 2 0.8 0.6 

other 9 3.8 0.5 

Total 239 100.0 100.0 

Urban offending 

Embezzling and obtaining by false pretences were primarily urban offences -

91.7 percent of committals related to the ten major townships (Figure 17-4). 

Figure 17-4: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Urban Distribution 

of Embezzling and False Pretences 1828-1837 

Major Townships Total Embezzling Percent of All Percent of All 
and False Pretences Embezzling and Committals (7,763) 
Committals In Ten False Pretence 
Major Townships Offences (222) 

Manchester 159 65 7 65.8 

Salford 9 3.7 2.4 

Burv 9 3.7 2.2 

Bolton 9 3.7 6.1 

Ashton 9 3.7 3.5 

Oldham 13 5.4 32 

Rochdale 8 3.3 0.9 

Spotland 0 0.0 08 

W ardleworth 1 0.4 1.4 

Heaton 5 2.1 1.0 

total 222 91.7 87.3 
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Ages 

Ages of offenders committed to trial for embezzling and defrauding are given 

in Annex P, and age groupings are shown in Figure 17-5 and comparisons in 17-6. 

Figure 17-5: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Age Groupings 

of Embezzling and False Pretences Offenders 1835-183716 

Age Grouping Male Female Total Percent 

9 to 14 years 2 0 2 2.7 

15 to 19 vears 6 0 6 8.1 

20 to 24 years 11 2 13 17.6 

25 to 29 years 12 1 13 17.6 

30 to 34 years 10 2 12 16 .2 

35 to 39 vears 10 0 10 13.5 

40 to 44 years 3 1 4 5.4 

45 to 49 years 6 0 6 8.1 

50 to 54 vears 1 1 2 2.7 

55 to 59 years 4 1 5 6.8 

60 to 64 vears 1 0 1 1.3 

65 to 71 vears 0 0 0 0.0 

total 66 8 74 100.0 

Figure 17-6: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Comparison of Age Groupings 1835-1837 

Embezzling and False Pretences - Age Groupings 

30.0 

25 .0 -··- ---·--
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e 20.0 ----
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0.0 

Percent of All 
Offenders 

5.0 

27.7 

26.4 

12 .7 

7.8 

7.1 

4.5 

3.7 

2.2 

1.6 

0.9 

0.4 

100.0 

9-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-71 

Age Groupings 

• Embezzling and False Pretences AU Offenders at Quarter Sessions 

16 Ages were included in indictments in pre-trial indictments between 1835 and 1837 and not in post
trial indictments between 1828 and 1834. 
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Offenders involved in embezzling and false pretences were significantly older 

than Salford Hundred offenders overall - 24.3 percent were over forty years of age 

compared with 13. 3 percent of all offenders. This age difference could partly be 

explained by employment - in general older pt:uplt: were appointed to trusted 

positions. The six convicts who were transported to Van Diemen's Land for 

defrauding their masters of property were adults aged between twenty-one and forty 

who worked in jobs which gave access to their masters' goods - carter, 

warehousemen, laundry maid, fellmonger and carpenter. Almost all the people 

involved in embezzling money held positions of responsibility or had 

superintendence over their masters' money and were older educated people with a 

great deal of administrative experience. Of the nine embezzlers transported to Van 

Diemen' s Land seven were clerks and bookkeepers. 

There were two convicts who were exceptions - because of the circumstances 

of their offences they could be described more accurately as thieves rather than 

embezzlers. One was a sixteen-year-old shoemaker who helped himself to his 

master's cash box, the other a 'gardener complete' aged thirty-five who should 

probably have been charged with stealing £1.12.6 of his master's money instead of 

embezzlement. 
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Chapter Eighteen 

Stealing Livestock 

In early nineteenth-century rural Britain there was a great deal of theft of large 

farm animals - horses, cattle and sheep - and much poaching of wild rabbits, hares 

and birds. There was also urban stealing of domestic livestock - pigs, poultry and 

rabbits raised in slum courts. 1 Robson calculated that 14 percent of all transported 

convicts were sentenced for some form of animal theft,2 and Shaw that 6 percent of 

all summary convictions throughout England were in some way connected to the 

game laws, particularly in the southern counties of Bedfordshire, Rutland, 

Buckinghamshire and Wiltshire where the rate was exceptionally high at about 25 

percent.3 

However in the Salford Hundred between 1828 and 183 7, committals for 

stealing livestock were remarkably infrequent. Only 3 .1 percent of all indictments at 

quarter sessions involved animal theft, none of them offences against game laws. 4 

There were five indictments for stealing rabbits and a hare - Thomas Bostock5 took 

three rabbits from Joseph Newton; John Park, William Shepherd and John Darcy6 

took three from William Maskell; and John Barrington7 took one hare from Robert 

Clarke. These thefts were not poaching - the animals were stolen in urban 

Manchester from household hutches. 

Stealing livestock in the Salford Hundred was almost entirely a male offence. 

Of238 indictments at quarter sessions, men were involved in 236 and women in two. 

In addition, theft of livestock appeared nine times in other general-offence 

indictments, for example in the general offence of 'stealing wearing apparel' when 

1 Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, p. 153. 
2 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 47. 
3 Shaw, Convicts and the Colomes, pp. 155-156 
4 This low rate of stealing livestock supports Robson's observation that there were few convicts from 
Lancashire transported for animal theft; Robson, The Convict Settlers of Austraba, p 47. 
5 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 6 January 1834. Thomas 
Bostock was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey 
6 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 21July1828. John Park was 
sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. William Shepherd and John Darcy both 
aged fifteen were sentenced to transportation for seven years. Shepherd was imprisoned in the hulk, 
Euryalus, from 15 August 1828 and was transported to New South Wales in the Layton (2) on 19 
June 1829; and Darcy was imprisoned in the hulks, Euryalus and Justitia, from 15 August 1828 to 
16 September 1829, and transported to New South Wales in the Dunvegan Castle (J) on 16 
September 1829. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27. 
7 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 7 January 1833. John 
Barrington was sentenced to fourteen days' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
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George Walton8 was charged with stealing one pair of shoes and eight pigeons from 

Peter and William Wood. Figure 18-1 shows the distribution of these other general

offence indictments in which stealing livestock appeared. 

Figure 18-1: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Other General Offence Indictments 

which Included Stealing Livestock 1828-1837 

General Offences Other Than Number of Male Female 
Stealing Livestock Indictments which 

Included Stealing 
Livestock 

stealing wearing aooarel 3 3 0 

stealin!!: nronertv 2 2 0 

receivm!!: knowm!!: stolen 4 3 1 

total indictments 9 8 1 

Overall 247 indictments involved the theft oflivestock.9 Figure 18-2 shows 

the types and numbers of animals stolen and the numbers of indictments involved. 

Figure 18-2: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Livestock Listed 

in Indictments 1828-183710 

Livestock Number of Number of Male Female 
Animals indictments Committals Committals 

Involved Involved Involved 

ass 4 4 4 

cow stirk 9 5 5 

canarv 1 1 1 

duck.drake 211 54 54 

!!:oose. !!antler 43 12 12 

hare 1 1 1 

hen. cock fowl 410 109 106 

IOI!! 27 18 18 

01geon 231 28 28 

rabbit 12 4 4 

sheen 130 7 7 

turkev 28 13 13 

total indictments 256 253 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

3 
0 

0 

0 

0 
0 

3 

8 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831. George 
Walton was sentenced to one month's imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
9 The figure of247 is the sum of238 indictments for the general offence of stealing livestock and 
nine thefts oflivestock included in other general offences There were three women involved in 
animal theft Alice Hurst was indicted for receiving three stolen hens from Timothy Cook at Kersley 
and was sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey; LRO Preston, calendars of 
liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 4 May 1829. Mary Brown stole a cock and hen from 
George Thornbury at Manchester, she had been convicted before and was sentenced to two years' 
imprisonment in Lancaster Castle; PRO Lancashire, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 19 July 
1830. Ellen Howarth stole a hen from Thomas Howarth at Wuerdle and Wardle, and was sentenced 
to one month's imprisonment in the New Bailey, PRO Lancashire, calendars of liberates, quarter 
sessions 9 July 1832. 
10 The number of indictments in this table (256) exceeds the number of indictments for stealing 
livestock (247) because on nine occasions more than one type of animal was listed in a single 
indictment and each type was calculated separately. 
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Almost 85 percent of offences involved poultry - hens, ducks, geese, turkeys 

and pigeons. Most were stolen in small quantities. Of 109 offences for stealing 

hens, ninety-two (84.4 percent) involved five or fewer, and thirty-three (30.3 

percent) involved one hen only such as the hen taken at Pilkington by Jam~s 

Whatmough from the Earl ofDerby. 11 Probably most poultry was stolen during a 

swift snatching of whatever could be taken easily and just as easily disposed of, 

sometimes as food for a household but more likely for sale. 12 A typical theft was 

that committed by Thomas Kershaw13 and Abraham Jackson14 when they broke into 

a farmer's hen cote at Castleton at night taking the first four birds they could find. A 

watchman challenged them as they left the hen cote, gave chase and saw Jackson 

throw over a fence a hemp bag which was found to contain three ducks and a drake. 

A watch was kept and Kershaw was arrested when he came to collect it. 

Other poultry was stolen in commercial quantities, the largest being thirty

five hens and two cocks taken by William Hancock from James Westbrook in 183 l .15 

However stealing poultry was not a crime of significance in the Salford Hundred. 

Only 923 birds were taken during the commission of216 offences, an average of 

about four birds for each offence. A possible reason for so few offenders being 

brought to trial at quarter sessions was that the evidence could be consumed before 

11 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831. James 
Whatmough was sentenced to one month's imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
12 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, pp. 50-51. 
13 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 July 1832; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 14 July 1832. For stealing three 
ducks and a drake, Thomas Kershaw was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned 
in the hulk, Leviathan, from 7 August 1832 to 24 September 1832, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land 
in the Georgiana II in September 1832. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT 
Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/26, 369 Thomas Kershaw, Georgiana II, 1February1833. 
Kershaw was a carter from Rochdale. He had been convicted twice before: neglecting his family and 
imprisoned in July 1830; and stealing a shawl and imprisoned for six months. His conduct in gaol 
was good, in the hulk good and in the ship orderly. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 1 offence 
against colonial regulations - 'disobedience in not marching according to directions laid down' for 
which he was reprimanded. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1839 and a conditional pardon on 7 
July 1842. 
14 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 July 1832; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 14 July 1832. Abraham Jackson 
was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey 
15 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 11 April 1831 For stealing thirty-seven hens 
and cocks, William Hancock was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in the 
hulk, Cumberland, from 31 May 1831 to 14 July 1831, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Lord Lyndoch (I) in July 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, 
Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/20, 1329 William Hancock, Lord Lyndoch (1), 18 November 
1831. Hancock was a carter, miner and collier from Wigan. He had been convicted before for 
receiving stolen property and imprisoned for nine months. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk 
orderly and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 5 offences against colonial 
regulations and 1 felony for 'receiving 3 lbs of stolen flour'. During servitude he was punished with 
1 severe reprimand and 55 lashes. On 19 October 1838 he was granted a conditional pardon. 
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the thief was apprehended. 

Between 1828 and 1832 there were no trials at Salford Hundred quarter 

sessions for stealing large farm animals though there may have been trials at assizes. 

Animal stealing had always been a capital offence and offenders had always been sent 

to assizes16 but after 1832, changes to the law permitted thefts of large farm animals 

to be tried at quarter sessions. From 1833 to 1836 there were four indictments and in 

1837, eight. In his address to the grand jury at the 3 July 1837 quarter sessions 

Magistrate Norris said: 

There are however, in the calendar, three cases of cow-stealing; and on this crime and its 

consequences I would offer a few remarks. It has been usual to send such cases for trial 

at the assizes, but the quarter sessions is now competent by law to try them. The 

punishment for this crime was formerly death. By a special act of Parliament the 

punishment has been mitigated to transportation, which, on conviction, the court will 

be obliged to pass sentence of on the present offenders. 17 

This sudden appearance of livestock thieves at quarter sessions was not only 

a consequence of changes to the law but also reflected a probable readiness of victims 

to prosecute at quarter sessions now that the offence was non capital. 

Between 1833 and 1837 there were seven offences for stealing sheep, the 

largest number being eleven stolen from William Wellock at Newton by Leonard 

Horner a 'butcher complete' 18 and twelve by Patrick MacCormick from John Pagan 

at Barton-upon-Irwell. 19 Though 130 sheep were recorded in indictments as having 

been stolen, this number is distorted by one offence - the improbable theft of 100 

sheep by William Stubbs.20 The law required that if guilty, Stubbs be transported. 

However he was sentenced to six months' imprisonment, a circumstance which 

16 Capital punishment for animal stealing was repealed by Parliament in 1832, Robson, The Convict 
Settlers qf Australia, p. 8. 
17 The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 5 July 1837. 
18 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 7 January 1833. For stealing 
eleven sheep, Leonard Homer was sentenced to transportation for life, was imprisoned in the hulk, 
Cumberland, from I February 1833 to 20 July 1833, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the John I 
(5) in August 1833 PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 
18, Con 23, Con 31/21, 1680 Leonard Homer, John! (5), I December 1833. Homer was a 'butcher 
complete' from Carlton, Yorkshire, living in Chorlton. There was no record of previous convictions. 
His conduct in gaol was unknown, and in the hulk and ship indifferent. In Van Diemen's Land he 
committed 5 offences against colonial regulations During servitude he was punished with a fine of 
51-, 3 days on the treadwheel and 7 days in solitary confinement He was granted a ticket ofleave in 
1841 and a conditional pardon on 25 April 1846. 
19 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 January 1837. For stealing 
twelve sheep, Patrick MacCormick was sentenced to transportation for life, was imprisoned in the 
hulk, Fortitude, from I February 1837 to 14 July 1837 and transported to New South Wales in July 
1837. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9 and HO 27 
20 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 23 October 1837 William 
Stubbs was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in Lancaster Castle. 
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makes it appear that this was not a genuine theft. 

There were only five indictments for stealing cows. The first was against 

John Hulsein 1834 for taking one cow from Joseph Chorlton at Manchester and two 

stirks (yearlings) from Edward Chamock of West Derby. Hulse was probably a 

travelling thief stealing and selling animals as he moved about the countryside.21 His 

committal in the Salford Hundred for offences in Manchester and in West Derby 

supports Robson's observation that some livestock thieves 'operated far afield'. 22 

The other four indictments for stealing cows were heard at the same quarter 

sessions in July 1837 - John Jones23 for stealing one cow in Hulme on 27 May, 

James24 and John Isherwood,25 brothers from Manchester, for stealing two cows in 

Hulme on 28 May, and Samuel Adshead for stealing one cow in Manchester on 13 

21 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 26 May 1834. For stealing 
three stirks, John Hulse was sentenced to transportation for life, was imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, 
from June 1834 to 19 September 1834, and transported to New South Wales in September 1834. 
PRO London, HO 8, HO 9 and HO 27. 
22 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p 48. 
23 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 3 July 1837; and The 
Manchester Guardian, Saturday 5 July 1837 For stealing a cow, John Jones was sentenced to 
transportation for life, was imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, from August 1837 to 27 September 
1837, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Neptune III (3) in October 1837; PRO London, HO 8, 
HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/25, 1060 John Jones, 
Neptune III (3), 18 January 1838. Jones was a cabinet-maker from Manchester. He had been 
convicted before once - robbery and imprisoned for one month His conduct in gaol was indifferent 
and in the hulk and ship good. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 13 offences against colonial 
regulations including 2 for absconding and 5 for misconduct; and 1 felony - 'taking improper liberty 
with his master's female child' - for which he was sentenced to 12 months' hard labour During 
servitude he was punished with 27 months' hard labour, 28 days on the treadwheel, 27 days in 
solitary confinement and 25 lashes. 
24 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 3 July 1837; and The 
Manchester Guardian, Saturday 5 July 1837. For stealing two cows, James Isherwood was 
sentenced to transportation for life, was imprisoned in the hulk, Just1tza, from August 1837 to 27 
September 1837, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Neptune III (3) in October 1837; PRO 
London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/25, 
125 James Isherwood, Neptune III (3), 18 January 1838. Isherwood was a clerk from Manchester. 
There was no record of previous convictions. His conduct in gaol, in the hulk and in the ship was 
good. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 12 offences against colonial regulations including 7 for 
misconduct, and 2 felonies - in 1841 when a javelin man 'having in his possession rings, 1 skeleton 
key for which he cannot account'; and in 1842 when a constable 'larceny under £5'. During servitude 
he was punished with 2 reprimands, 46 months' hard labour, 4 hours in the stocks, 44 days in 
solitary confinement and 30 months' hard labour. He was still in servitude in 1848. 
25 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 3 July 1837; and The 
Manchester Guardian, Saturday 5 July 1837 For stealing two cows, John Isherwood was sentenced 
to transportation for life, was imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, from August 183 7 to 27 September 
1837, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Neptune III (3) in October 1837; PRO London, HO 8, 
HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/25, 126 John 
Isherwood, Neptune III (3), 18 January 1838. John Isherwood was a labourer from Manchester. He 
had been convicted before three times: stealing books and imprisoned for three months; vagrancy and 
imprisoned for three months, and housebreaking and imprisoned for two months. His conduct in 
gaol and in the hulk was bad, and in the ship good. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 2 offences 
against colonial regulations - gambling and being in a public house for which he was sentenced to 6 
months' hard labour, a punishment 'the Lt Gov remitted'. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1846 
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June.26 

Sentencing 

All offenders in the Salford Hundred who stole cows between 1833 and 

1837 were transported for life. This sentencing was rigorous but was in accordance 

with Peel's consolidation acts. It also supported Robson's comment that generally 

animal thieves were punished with severity.27 

The specific sentencing of offenders convicted of stealing livestock is given 

in Annex Q and grouped sentencing in Figure 18-3. 

Figure 18-3: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Grouped Sentencing 

for Stealing Livestock 1828-1837 

Sentence Offenders Percent of Percent of All 
Livestock Offenders 

Offenders (238) (7,763) 

transoortation for 7 vears 24 10.1 14.2 

transnortation for 14 vears 5 2.1 6.4 

transoortat10n for life 10 4.2 1.7 

imorisoned from 7 months to 3 vears 12 50 8.6 

imorisoned from 5 weeks to 6 months 128 53.8 48.0 

imorisoned from 1 dav to 1 month 50 21 0 14.3 

not Pniltv 9 3.8 4.2 

discharged 0 00 1.5 

remanded 0 0.0 0.6 

other disnosals 0 0.0 0.5 

total 238 100.0 100.0 

These tables demonstrate that despite the requirement of the law that animal 

stealers be punished severely, the rate of sentencing to transportation was 

considerably less than for all offences - 16.4 percent to 22.3 percent. This low rate 

could be misleading because there were two circumstances associated with 

sentencing. First, many indictments involved thefts of small numbers of poultry 

which attracted minor sentences (mostly imprisonment) because of their lesser 

26 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 3 July 1837, and The 
Manchester Guardian, Saturday 5 July 1837. For stealing a cow, Samuel Adshead was sentenced to 
transportation for life, was imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, from August 183 7 to 27 September 
1837, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Neptune DI (3) in October 1837; PRO London, HO 8, 
HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/2, 822 Samuel 
Adshead, Neptune III (3), 18 January 1838. Adshead was a hatter from Knutsford, Cheshire. There 
was no record of previous convictions. His conduct in gaol, in the hulk and in the ship was good. 
In Van Diemen' s Land he committed 1 offence against colonial regulations - larceny under £5 and 
was sentenced to 4 months' hard labour He was granted a ticket of leave in 184 7. 
27 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p 50. 
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criminal nature. Second, stealing large farm animals attracted major sentences (mostly 

transportation) because it was regarded as a major crime. Of twelve charges for 

stealing sheep and cows, seven offenders were transported for life. 

Convicted before of a felony 

When the compounding effect of having been convicted before of a felony 

was introduced into sentencing, the rate of transportation was exceptionally high. Of 

thirty-four offenders who had been convicted before, fifteen were sentenced to 

transportation, a rate of 44.1 percent which was remarkably high when compared 

with 16.4 percent for all animal-stealing offenders. 

Ages 

The ages of offenders charged with stealing livestock are given in Annex R and 

age groupings in Figure 18-4. 

Figure 18-4: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Age Groupings 

of Stealing Livestock Offenders 1835-183728 

Age Grouping Total Percent of Livestock Percent of All 
Offenders Identified Offenders Identified 

by Ages (74) by Ages (2,552) 

9 to 14 vears 7 9.5 5.0 

15 to 19 vears 24 32.4 27.7 

20 to 24 vears 19 25.7 26.4 

25 to 29 vears 8 10.8 12.7 

30 to 34 vears 3 40 7.8 

35 to 39 vears 4 5.4 7.1 

40 to 44 vears 3 4.0 4.5 

45 to 49 vears 2 2.7 3.7 

50 to 54 vears 3 4.1 22 

55 to 59 years 1 1.4 1.6 

60 to 64 vears 0 0.0 0.9 

65 to 71 years 0 0.0 04 

Total 74 100.0 100.0 

28 Ages were included in indictments in pre-trial indictments between 1835 and 1837 and not in post
trial indictments between 1828 and 1834. 
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A large number of young people were involved in animal stealing- 67.6 

percent were under the age of twenty-four compared with 59.1 percent of all 

offenders. However there was no relationship between ages and types of animals 

taken nor was there any pattern which suggested that younger people mostly stole 

small numbers of urban poultry or older people took large farm animals. 

Comparisons between ages of livestock offenders and all offenders are 

illustrated in the chart in Figure 18-5. 

35.0 

p 30.0 
e 
r 25 .0 

c 20.0 
e 
n 15 .0 
t 

Figure 18-5: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Comparisons 

of Age Groupings Stealing Livestock 1835-1837 
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Chapter Nineteen 

Breaking, Entering and Shoplifting 

In Britain before 1827 breaking, entering and stealing in a 'dwelling house, 

shop, cellar, vault, or other place or building' was grand larceny and liable to 

punishment by death. 1 There were associated capital offences: stealing in a dwe111ng 

house to the value of forty shillings or more (larceny without the aggravating 

circumstance of forced entry), burglary (larceny aggravated by breaking and entering 

at night) and privately stealing property in a shop to the value of five shillings or 

more (larceny by shoplifting). 2 

After 1827 Peel's consolidation acts changed the degrees of punishment for 

offenders involving larceny.3 Though capital punishment for larceny was repealed4 

three were to remain: breaking and entering a dwelling house and putting at fear; 

larceny in a dwelling house if the value of stolen goods was greater than £5; 5 and 

burglary in the main building of a dwelling house.6 In 1832 and 1833 penalties for 

these offences were also reduced, Parliament replacing capital punishment with 

transportation for not less than seven years or imprisonment for not more than four 

years. 7 There followed a significant decrease in indictments at quarter sessions for 

breaking and entering. Numbers fell from 108 committals between 1828 and 1832 to 

fifty-nine between 1833 and 1837, the probable reason being that prosecutors saw no 

purpose in going to the inconvenience and expense of proving the elements of 

compound indictments, when the offenders were liable to the same penalties as those 

charged with simple larcenies. 

In this thesis breaking, entering and stealing is examined in three 

circumstances. The first is breaking into a dwelling house, the second into a 

1 Radzinowicz, A History of Enf(lish Criminal Law, Volume I, pp. 144 and note 23, and 632-636. 
2 Radzinowicz, A History of English Criminal Law, Volume I, pp. 549, 144 and note 23, and 632-
636. 
3 7 and 8 Geo IV, c 29, (1827) and 9 Geo IV, c 31 (1828). 
4 Radzinowicz, A History qf En!(lish Criminal Law, Volume I, pp. 578-579. 
5 Radzinowicz, A History of Englrsh Criminal Law, Volume I, pp. 582 and 605-606; and Robson, 
The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 8. Some indictments for 'breaking, entering and stealing' 
offences at Salford Hundred quarter sessions made specific mention that the value of stolen property 
was £5, an amount which made offenders not liable to the death penalty When no property was 
stolen, the preferred charge was 'breaking and entering with intent to commit a felony'. 
6 Radzinowicz, A History qf Enf(lish Criminal Law, Volume I, pp. 583 note 64 and 584. 
7 Radzinowicz,A History of English Criminal Law, Volume I, pp. 526-601; Shaw, Convicts and the 
Colonies, p. 148; and Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 8. The acts which repealed 
capital punishment for these offences were 2 and 3 Will IV, c 34, 62 and 123 (1832), and 3 and 4 
Will IV, c 44 (1833). 
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commercial house such as a warehouse, counting house or workshop, and the last 

into a shop. Between 1828 and 1837 there were 167 indictments at Salford Hundred 

quarter sessions for these offences, all except two committed by males. 8 Figure 19-1 

shows their distribution. 

Figure 19-1: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Breaking and Entering 

Types of Offences 1828-1837 

Type of Offence Total Male Female 

breaking and entering a dwelling house and stealing 42 42 0 

breaking and entering a commercial house and stealing 93 93 0 

breaking and entering a shoo and stealing 32 30 2 

total offenders 167 165 2 

There were more offences than indicated by the number of committals 

because on many occasions the compounding offence of breaking and entering was 

omitted from indictments, offenders being charged only with larceny. One probable 

reason for these omissions was severity of sentencing, a factor which often deterred 

prosecutors. In order to avoid the awful consequences of the accused going to trial at 

assizes where there was a possibility of the death sentence, prosecutors reduced the 

value of stolen property to £5 or less, or excluded the compounding offence of 

breaking and entering. In many cases they preferred the lesser charge of simple 

larceny which could be tried by justices at quarter sessions and did not involve 

capital punishment. 

The following four examples (breaking and entering a house, a shop, a 

warehouse, and an occupied dwelling and putting at fear) illustrate this pattern of 

omission. The first was the offence by David Davies9 who was charged with stealing 

8 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 October 1828. The two 
females were Miriam Swan and Ann Harrison who stole two coats from John Armstrong's shop in 
Manchester Both were sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
9 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 24 October 1831; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 29 October 1831. For stealing a 
box containing wearing apparel, David Davies was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Ganymede, from 6 December 1831 to 24 September 183 2, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Jupiter in December 1832. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; 
and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/10, 857 David Davies, Jupiter, 28 May 
1833. The constable ofLongsight where the offence occurred stated that a robbery had been 
committed in a house in Gorton about a fortnight before and a shirt collar, part of the stolen property, 
had been found in Davies's possession. Davies was a labourer from Liverpool. He had been 
convicted before at the 'Wigan quarter sessions' for stealing a watch and imprisoned for six months 
His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk good and in the ship indifferent. In Van Diemen' s 
Land he committed 4 offences against colonial regulations - misconduct, disobedience, gambling and 
'ill-using one of his master's bullocks'. During servitude he was punished with 1 reprimand, 14 days 
on the treadwheel and 25 lashes. 
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one box from James Ashton's house at Gorton. His actual offence involved breaking 

and entering. 

It appeared that the prisoner had put his hand through a broken pane in the window and 

unfastened a screw, which gave him uninterrupted ingress through the window He had 

then carried off the box from the room where the prosecutor [James Ashton] slept 

without waking him. 10 

A neighbour named Hopwood saw Davies crossing Ashton's yard at 3 am 

carrying a box which he opened and 'made a bundle of several of the articles he found 

in it, and put the rest in his pocket and breast'. Hopwood attempted to arrest 

Davies who 'broke his hold and ran off. Eventually Davies was seized by a passer

by who heard Hopwood's cries. Breaking into a dwelling house was an aggravating 

circumstance; doing so when the house was occupied compounded the offence as did 

resisting arrest. Despite the serious nature of these circumstances and the theft of a 

number of articles, Davies was indicted only for stealing one box. 

The second example was the offence by John Winstanley charged with 

'stealing ten yards ofkerseymere and other articles'. His actual offence was shop 

breaking. With an accomplice Henry Hull he 'broke through shutters and glass and 

entered a shop and stole a bundle of 100 yards of cloth plus twelve handkerchiefs, 

twelve pairs of stockings and other things'. Winstanley11 and Hull12 were indicted for 

simple larceny; the compounding offence of breaking, entering and stealing from a 

shop was omitted from the indictment. 

The third example was the offence by George Nathaniel Silwood and William 

Shipperbottom who were charged with stealing property. The actual offence was 

10 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 29 October 1831. 
11 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 19 July 1830; The 
Manchester Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 24 
July 1830. For breaking and entering a shop at Blackrod and stealing ten yards ofkerseymere, twelve 
handkerchiefs and twelve pairs of stockings, John Winstanley was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, York, from 18 August 1830 to 5 October 1830, and 
sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the John I (3) in October 1830. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 
and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/46, 1186 John Winstanley, John 
I (3), 28 January 1831. Winstanley was a miner, well sinker, quarryman and borer. There was no 
record of previous convictions. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship 
unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 19 offences against colonial regulations, 14 of them 
for absence including one for 'being absent from his station during the explosion of a blast in the 
quarry' for which he was sentenced to three months' hard labour. During servitude he was punished 
with 2 reprimands, 15 months' hard labour, 27 days on the treadwheel, 14 days in solitary 
confinement and 86 lashes. 
12 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 19 July 1830, The 
Manchester Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 24 
July 1830. For breaking and entering a shop at Blackrod and stealing ten yards ofkerseymere, twelve 
handkerchiefs and twelve pairs of stockings, Henry Hull was sentenced to seven years' transportation, 
was imprisoned in the hulk, York, from 25 August 1830 to 24 March 1831, and transported to New 
South Wales in March 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, and HO 27. 
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warehouse breaking. Silwood and his 'gang of thieves' broke into a warehouse in 

Great Bolton and stole 'forty-two pairs of sheets, four counterpanes, four brushes, 

three balls of string, one piece of fustian, and other articles'. Sil wood had been 

known to the police as n receiver of stolen goods and when he ht:ard that he was 

being talked about as the thief, he wrote to the Deputy Constable of Bolton asking 

him to inspect his (Sil wood's) house 'to clear his character'. Constables searched the 

house and discovered a trapdoor in the ceiling of a bedroom leading to a cock loft 

where they found a great variety of stolen goods, including that taken from the 

warehouse. Silwood13 and Shipperbottom14 were arrested and placed in Bolton Prison 

where they burnt a large hole in the cell door and escaped. They were later 

recaptured in Chester. Despite a series of compounding offences having been 

committed - breaking and entering, receiving stolen goods, destruction of property by 

arson and escaping from custody - the indictment showed only the offence of simple 

larceny. 

The final example was the indictment against James Rippitt who was tried at 

the 26 October 1829 quarter sessions for the simple larceny of 'one skirt and other 

articles'. The circumstances of his actual offence involved housebreaking and putting 

at fear. During early morning darkness Rippitt broke into a dwelling house owned by 

two ladies, one named Ellen Green. He 'raided drawers, and stole wearing apparel, 

and set fire to clothing'. When detected Rippitt ran off carrying one skirt, a money 

13 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 March 1835; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 7 March 1835. George Silwood 
was sentenced to transportation for life, was imprisoned in the hulk, Fortitude, from April 1835 to 
21 August 1835, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Layton II (J) in August 1835. PRO 
London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, SC 32/5, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and 
Con 31/40, 2106 George Silwood, Layton!! {l}, 10 December 1835. Silwood was a kitchen 
gardener from Little Bolton. He was 'a young man with a superior education and was the leader of 
this gang of thieves' He had been convicted before for stealing a wheelbarrow and imprisoned for six 
months. His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk orderly and in the ship very good. In Van 
Diemen's Land he committed 10 offences against colonial regulations and 4 felonies - 'illegally at 
large'; 'stealing in a dwelling house 1 fowling piece value £7'; 'receiving stolen property under £5'; 
and forgery. On 23 October 1843 he was tried by the Supreme Court, Hobart, for 'uttering a forged 
£5 note with intent to defraud James Crook' and was sentenced to 7 years' transportation. During 
servitude he was punished with 7 additional years, 62 months' hard labour, 7 days in solitary 
confinement and 36 lashes. 
14 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 March 1835; and The 
Manchester Courrer and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 7 March 183 5. William 
Shipperbottom was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, 
from April 1835 to 8 June 1835, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Aurora I (2) in June 1835. 
AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/40, 2082 William Shipperbottom, Aurora I (2), 
20 October 183 5. Shipperbottom was a collier from Bolton He had been convicted before and 
imprisoned for 'neglect of his family'. His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk orderly and in 
the ship good. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 5 offences against colonial regulations including 
disobedience, neglect of duty, drunkenness and 'assaulting one Mary Smith'. During servitude he 
was punished with a fine of 5/-, 1 reprimand and 1 admonishment. He was granted a ticket ofleave 
in 1840 and a free certificate in 1842. 
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box and some other articles belonging to Ellen Green who gave chase. Eventually 

Rippitt was caught some distance away by a passer-by. In an attempt to deceive the 

police and escape he accused his captor of being the thief Despite the aggravating 

circumstances of breaking, entering, putting at fear, arson, giving false t:vi<lt:nct: and 

resisting arrest, he was indicted only for stealing a skirt. 15 

This omission of 'breaking and entering' from indictments was not an unusual 

occurrence at Salford Hundred quarter sessions. Magistrate Norris constantly 

commented on their frequency, telling a grand jury in 1828 that 'breaking into 

dwelling houses is a species of offence which abounds to so serious and alarming 

extent in this town, that it will be the duty of this court, when the parties are 

convicted, to pass a severe sentence on them'. 16 In 1829 he added that 'no poor 

person could leave his cottage or his house, even for the shortest period, without the 

danger of its being broken in, and stripped of everything valuable it contained';11 and 

in 1830 that 'gangs of two or three persons watch a house. They see the inhabitants 

leave it, and then break in and steal whatever is valuable. Instances of breaking into 

dwelling houses have been constantly before this court, and we have always visited it 

with severe punishment' .18 Finally at the 11 April 1831 quarter sessions he told the 

grandjury: 

There is a species of offence certainly on the increase ... breaking into the dwelling 

houses of poor people, while they are absent pursuing their necessary business. No 

sooner do they leave their houses than gangs of thieves, generally boys, break in and 

plunder them. There are twenty-five cases of this description in the calendar. 19 

Of the 109 stealing offences at this April quarter sessions, none ofNorris's 

twenty-five cases had 'breaking and entering' written into indictments. Every charge 

15 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 26 October 1829; The Manchester Guardian 
and The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 31 October 1829. For 
breaking and entering a house at Bolton and stealing a skirt, money box and other articles and setting 
fire to clothing, Rippitt was sentenced to transportation for life, was imprisoned in the hulk, 
Leviathan, from 19 December 1829 to 19 January 1830, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Royal George (2) in June 1830. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, 
Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/34, 646, James Rippitt, Royal George (2), 18 October 1830. 
Rippitt had been convicted before twice: stealing wearing apparel and imprisoned for one year; and 
assault and imprisoned for two years. He left his wife and children in the workhouse at Great Bolton. 
He was described as 'an Irishman, known to police as having a very bad character, and was a wife 
beater'. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk bad and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's 
Land he committed 9 offences against colonial regulations. During servitude he was punished with 1 
reprimand, 1 admonishment, 18 months' hard labour and 2 days in solitary confinement. He was 
granted a ticket ofleave in 1839 and a conditional pardon on 3 August 1843. 
16 The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 26 January 1828. 
17 The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 9 May 1829 
18 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 23 January 1830 and 
Saturday 1May1830. 
19 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 16 April 1831. 
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involving stealing was tried as simple larceny. Norris was probably aware of the 

circumstances of these twenty-five cases and made judicial comment to the grand 

jury about breaking and entering because he was troubled by its frequency. If 

Norris's observation is correct then the rate of breaking and entering was 23 percent 

of all larcenies tried at this sessions, much higher than Robson's estimate of about 16 

percent.20 

Statements by convicts transported to Van Diemen's Land also indicated that 

breaking and entering occurred frequently in the Salford Hundred. Of 573 convicts 

sentenced for larceny between 1828 and 1837 at quarter sessions and transported to 

Van Diemen's Land, 203 said that their offences included breaking and entering. This 

was a rate of 3 5. 4 percent, a higher figure than 23 percent at the April 1831 sessions 

and considerably higher than Robson's calculation of 16 percent of all transported 

convicts. However Robson's 16 percent was the rate for transported convicts 

sentenced for 'housebreaking and burglary' (not shops or commercial houses), so if a 

comparison is made against the 127 Salford Hundred convicts who confessed to 

housebreaking only then the Salford Hundred rate is reduced from 35.4 percent to 

22.2 percent. This is close to the April 1831 sessions' rate of23 percent but still 

much higher than Robson's 16 percent.21 

Figure 19-2 shows the numbers of confessions by Salford Hundred convicts 

on arrival in Van Diemen's Land to breaking and entering offences committed in 

Britain. 

Figure 19-2: Numbers of Convicts In Van Diemen's Land 

Who Confessed to Breaking and Entering Offences 1828-1837 

Breaking Entering and Stealing 

housebreakin!!: 

warehouse breakin!!: 

shoo breakmg 

shoohftin!!: 

counting-house breaking 

mill breakin!!: 

stable breakm!!: 

public-house breaking 

workshop breakin!!: 

total 

20 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, pp. 43 and 45. 
21 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p 45. 
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Breaking, entering and stealing from dwelling houses 

There were three felonious circumstances related to housebreaking: breaking, 

entering and stealing property; breaking and entering with intent to commit a felony; 

and stealing property from a dwelling house without breaking in. John Bond for 

example was found 'guilty of feloniously breaking and entering a building within the 

curtilage of the dwelling house of James Fernley, and stealing therein, one leg of 

mutton and other articles';22 John Child 'of breaking and entering the dwelling house 

of Robert Newland, at Salford, with intent to commit a felony';23 and Richard Smith 

'of stealing in the dwelling house of James Varley at Salford, one silver watch and 

other articles, to the value of £5. 24 

There were forty-six general offences associated with the forty-two 

indictments for breaking and entering a dwelling house. Figure 19-3 shows the 

distribution of these general offences. 

Figure 19-3: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Other General Offence Indictments 

Involved in Breaking and Entering Dwelling Houses 1828-183725 

General Offences Involved in Breaking Offences 
and Entering Dwelling Houses 

stealin11: wearing annarel 8 

stealin11: chattels 7 

stealing monev 7 

stealin11: cloth 2 

stealing food 2 

other - intent to commit felony 20 

total indictments 46 

The sorts of articles stolen during breaking and entering offences were similar 

in type and quantity to those taken during simple larcenies. John Taylor stole a pair 

22 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 25 February 1833. John 
Bond was sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
23 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 October 1828. John 
Child was sentenced to two years' imprisonment in Lancaster Castle. 
24 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 25 February 1833 For 
stealing one silver watch, 12/6 and property to the value of £5, Richard Smith was sentenced to 
transportation for life, was imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 21 March 1833 to 20 July 
1833, and sailed to Van Diemen' s Land in the John I (5) in August 1833 PRO London, HO 8, HO 
9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/40, 1775 Richard 
Smith, John I (5), 1December1833. Smith was a blacksmith from Manchester. He had been 
convicted before for vagrancy and imprisoned for one month. His conduct in gaol and in the hulk 
was bad and in the ship indifferent. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 19 offences against 
colonial regulations including 5 for absence and 4 for drunkenness, and charged with 1 felony -
'suspicion of stealing flour' - for which he was discharged. During servitude he was punished with 2 
reprimands, 18 months' hard labour, 77 days on the treadwheel, 12 days in solitary confinement and 
56 lashes. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1843 and a conditional pardon on 1 January 1847. 
25 There were no females indicted for breaking and entering dwelling houses. 
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of sugar nippers when he broke into Jonathan Foster's dwelling house;26 and John 

Dunbar Doyle, Charles Barker and Richard Chamley stole 'a large quantity of 

wearing apparel, of the value of £20' when breaking into Hugh Isherwood's house at 

Newton. 27 In addition there seemed to be no pattern to the criminal method - simply 

a taking of whatever happened to be available and easily transportable. 

There were nineteen indictments for breaking and entering a dwelling with 

intent to commit a felony. This was a charge made when the offender was 

apprehended after he had entered the house but before he could take away any stolen 

goods, and involved 42 percent of all indictments for breaking into dwellings. 

Breaking, entering and stealing from commercial houses 

In this examination 'commercial houses' means manufacturing and trading 

houses such as warehouses, counting houses28 and workshops. Types of commercial 

houses named in breaking and entering indictments are listed in Figure 19-4. 

Figure 19-4: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Breaking and Entering 

Types of Commercial Houses 1828-1837 

Type of Commercial House Number of 
Indictments 

warehouse 54 

counting house 17 

workshop 7 

stable 4 

coach house 1 

engine house 1 

brew house 1 

loom house 1 

mill 1 

cotton factorv 1 

factorv 3 

boat 2 

total 93 

26 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 24 February 1834. John 
Taylor was sentenced to one year's imprisonment in Lancaster Castle 
27 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 23 October 1837. John 
Doyle, Charles Barker and Richard Charnley were sentenced to 10 years' transportation, were 
imprisoned in the hulk, Fortitude, from November 1837 to 20 March 1838 and were transported to 
New South Wales; PRO London, HO 8, HO 9 and HO 27. 
28 A counting house was an office in a business, warehouse or factory It was usually a room where 
accounts were kept. 
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There were 101 general offences related to these ninety-three indictments 

involving commercial houses. Some were 'intent to commit a felony' only but the 

majority (over 83 percent) involved some form of property being stolen. Figure 19-5 

shows the general offences involved. 29 

Figure 19-5: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Other General Offences 

Involved in Breaking and Entering Commercial Houses 1828-1837 

General Offences Involved in Breaking and Number of 
Entering Commercial Houses Indictments 

stealing wearing aooarel 8 

stealing chattels 29 

stealing monev 12 

stealing cloth 31 

stealing food 4 

Other - intent to commit felonv 17 

total indictments 101 

Overall there were no differences between the types and quantities of articles 

taken during breaking and entering warehouses and those stolen during other general 

offences - a parcel of one hundred yards of woollen cloth from a boat in a canal,30 two 

cart bridles from a stable,31 five sacks of malt and two keys from a brew house,32 a 

29 There were no females indicted for breaking and entering commercial houses. 
30 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 25 February 1833. For 
stealing 100 yards of cloth from a boat, Thomas Lamb was sentenced to seven year's transportation, 
was imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 21March1833 to 20 July 1833, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the John I (5) in August 1833 PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; 
and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/28, 791 Thomas Lamb, John! (5), 1 
December 1833. Lamb was a brick maker from Manchester. He had been convicted before three 
times: illegally pawning a watch and imprisoned for three months, and twice for unnamed felonies. 
His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk orderly and in the ship good. In Van Diemen's Land he 
committed 12 offences against colonial regulations including 5 for drunkenness. During servitude he 
was punished with 10/- in fines, 6 months' hard labour, 3 days in solitary confinement and 20 lashes. 
He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1839 and a free certificate in 1846 On 22 March 1842 he was 
tried by the Supreme Court, Hobart, for highway robbery and acquitted. 
31 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 24 October 1831. For 
stealing two cart bridles, George Dixon was sentenced to six weeks' imprisonment in the New 
Bailey. 
32 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 4 July 1831. For stealing five sacks of malt 
and two keys from a brew house, Michael Foxley was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 4 August 1831 to 24 October 1831, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Gilmore (I) in October, 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; 
and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/14, 529 Michael Foxley, Gilmore (1), 22 
March 1832 Foxley had been convicted before three times: stealing apples and imprisoned for 
fourteen days; and twice for stealing beef and imprisoned for one month each time. His conduct in 
gaol was indifferent, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he 
committed 26 offences against colonial regulations including 6 for absconding and 7 for neglect of 
work In a chain gang he was given 36 lashes for 'throwing a stone at sub-overseer Grogan' and 25 
lashes for 'throwing part of his barrow load away'. In 1840 he was sentenced to 7 days in solitary 
confinement for 'grazing government bullocks along the footways'. During servitude he was 
punished with fine of5/-, 6 additional years, 58 months' hard labour, 14 days in solitary confinement 
and 211 lashes. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1844. 
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carriage cover from a coach house,33 'eleven yards of silk in the process of 

manufacture' from a loom house,34 a pistol from 'the counting house and excise office 

of our Sovereign Lord the King' ,35 fifty drinking glasses from a warehouse36 and '100 

skins of leather' from a workshop. 37 The method of stealing was generally consistent 

with other general offences - thieves took whatever they could conveniently lay their 

hands on and easily carry off. 

However there were considerable differences in the complexities of some of 

the offences. Many were simple larcenies such as the theft of sixty pounds weight 

ofrags from Whitehead's warehouse at Bury38 and sixty 'hat bodies' from Hayes's 

workshop in Manchester.39 Others were complicated. During darkness James Lea, a 

'very desperate character' from Deans gate, broke into Samuel Gregg' s warehouse 

through the top of a neighbouring shop and stole £35, some penknives and a lantern, 

escaping the way he came without being detected by the watchman. Afterwards he 

boasted about the robbery to a friend at an inn warning that 'he would kill him ifhe 

told anyone about it' .40 Lea lived with Mary Archer a 'nurse' and occasional 

prostitute who was indicted at the same sessions for receiving stolen goods, probably 

33 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 26 April 1830. For stealing 
a carriage cover, Charles Hewson was sentenced to four months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
34 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 27 August 1832 For 
stealing eleven yards of silk, John Clough was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New 
Bailey. 
35 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 26 April 1830. For stealing 
a pistol, Thomas Rylance was sentenced to four months' imprisonment in the New Bailey 
36 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 25 February 1833. For 
stealing fifty drinking glasses, John MacClean was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the 
New Bailey. 
37 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 19 January 1829. For 
stealing 100 skins ofleather, William Tonge was sentenced to twelve months' imprisonment in the 
New Bailey, William Redfern to fourteen years' transportation and Robert Denby to seven years' 
transportation. Redfern and Denby were imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan, from 15 and 20 February 
1829 to 15 August 1829, and were transported to New South Wales in the Sarah (J) on 29 August 
1829. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9 and HO 27. 
38 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 19 July 1830. For stealing 
rags, James Kenworthy was sentenced to two months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
39 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 October 1828. For 
stealing hat bodies, James Holding was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in 
the hulk, Justitia, from December 1828 to 27 March 1829, and was transported to New South Wales. 
PRO London, HO 8, HO 9 and HO 27. 
40 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 21January1828; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 26 January 1828. James Lea was 
sentenced to transportation for life, was imprisoned in the hulk, York, from 20 February 1828 to 22 
April 1828, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Woodford (2) in April 1828. PRO London, HO 
8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/27, 420 James 
Lea, Wooclford (2), 25 August 1828. James Lea was an apprentice joiner working in Deansgate 
'when taken' There was no record of previous offences. His conduct in gaol and in the hulk was 
good and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 3 offences against colonial 
regulations - neglect of duty, drunkenness and disorderly conduct for which he was punished with a 
reprimand. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1836 and a conditional pardon on 12 April 1841. 
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those taken by Lea 'though it could not be proved in court'. During Archer's trial 

evidence was given that Lea and his accomplices previously had broken into a 

coachmaker' s shop. Enraged at not finding money they had done a great deal of 

damage to the warehouse before taking away ten yards of cloth, ten yards of velvet, 

forty yards of lace, twenty-one skins of coloured leather and other articles worth £30 

which they placed with Mary Archer. She hid them in a box under her bed. When 

watchmen uncovered the stolen goods, Archer 'denied all knowledge ofthem'.41 Both 

Lea and Archer were transported to Van Diemen's Land. 

At the 26 April 1830 sessions Magistrate Norris told the grand jury that 

'warehouse-breaking is a very serious offence, and, I am sorry to say, in this town 

and neighbourhood, it prevails to a great extent'. 42 The main reason for its frequency 

in Manchester was that at night most warehouse owners moved out of the inner-city 

commercial district to the suburbs where they lived, and their unoccupied 

warehouses then became attractive and easy targets for thieves. 43 Breaking and 

entering warehouses occurred more frequently than was recorded in indictments, 

though the full extent is unknown because on many occasions the compounding 

offence of breaking and entering was not included in the charge. 

Three examples demonstrate this pattern of exclusion. First, Thomas 

Danson44 was indicted for the simple theft of 'ten pieces of nankeen'. The actual 

circumstances were that he broke into John Jenner's warehouse at Ancoats and stole 

ten rolls of silk cloth. He was seen by a watchman leaving the warehouse carrying 

the cloth and was taken into custody. Second, William Ogden45 a fourteen-year-old 

convicted Manchester thief and 'gang leader' broke into a warehouse at Ardwick by 

forcing a window with a crow bar and stole 'three bottles of wine, a round of beef, a 

41 For Mary Archer's history see Chapter Fifteen, p. 208. 
42 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 1 May 1830. 
43 Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p 159. 
44 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 26 October 1829; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 31 October 1829. For stealing 
'three bottles of wine, a round of beef, a leg of mutton, and other items', Thomas Danson was 
sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Retribution, from 7 December 
1829 to 16 June 1830, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Southworth (2) in June 1830. PRO 
London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 
31/10, 620 Thomas Danson, Southworth (2), 19 October 1830. Danson was a weaver and textile 
labourer from Manchester. He had been convicted before twice. stealing shirts and imprisoned for 
fourteen days; and disorderly conduct and 'held to bail'. His conduct in gaol was unknown, in the 
hulk good and in the ship orderly. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 11 offences against colonial 
regulations including 6 for absconding, and acquitted of 1 felony - 'burglary in A Davies's house'. 
During servitude he was punished with 1 admonishment, 3 additional years, 30 months' hard labour, 
10 days on the treadwheel, 10 days in solitary confinement and 150 lashes. He was granted a free 
certificate in 1840. 
45 For William Ogden's history see Chapter Three, p. 22. 
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leg of mutton, and other items'. When disturbed by a night watchman, Ogden in his 

haste to escape fell from an upper level. His accomplices got away 'leaving him 

behind, very much hurt'. Ogden was charged with the simple offence of stealing 

three bottles of wine. Third, John Corns was indicted for breaking and entering 

Edmund Ashworth's warehouse in Manchester and stealing thirty yards of fringe. 

During the theft he too was disturbed by a watchman and in an attempt to escape 

jumped from the third story, and was so severely injured that he was easily arn::sted 

by the watchman.46 In all three cases the compounding offence of breaking and 

entering was omitted from their indictments. 

There were other types of commercial houses described in indictments such 

as mills, workshops and stables. Henry Sandiford broke into James Bartley's 

'flannel fulling mill' at Castleton and stole two pieces of woollen cloth;47 and Charles 

Mouncey broke into a metal workshop through the roof and stole castings, ten 

pounds weight of copper, four brass taps and an apron. A watchman who saw him 

walking in the street with a bundle on his head apprehended him, examined the 

bundle, found the stolen property and took Mouncey to the Manchester lock-up.48 

Though in general the pattern seemed to be that thieves broke into any type 

of commercial building when a suitable opportunity arose and took whatever 

46 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 26 April 1830, and The 
Manchester Guardian, Saturday 8 May 1830. For stealing thirty yards offringe, John Corns was 
sentenced to fourteen year's transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan, from 9 June 1830 
to 5 October 1830, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the John I {3) in October 1830. PRO 
London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/7, 
1179 John Corns, John I (3), 28 January 1831 Corns was a labourer from Manchester. He had been 
convicted before in 1829 for stealing calico and imprisoned for two months His conduct in gaol was 
bad, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 27 offences 
against colonial regulations including 9 for drunkenness and 6 for misconduct. During servitude he 
was punished with 3 reprimands, 2 admonishments, 22 months' hard labour, 7 days in solitary 
confinement and 45 lashes. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 183 8 and a conditional pardon on 17 
May 1843. 
47 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 9 January 1832; The 
Manchester Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 14 
January 1832. For stealing woollen cloth, Henry Sandiford was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan, from 17 February 1832 to 21April1832, and 
sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Lord William Bentinckl in April 1832. PRO London, HO 8, 
HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/39, 1555 Henry 
Sandiford, Lord William Bentinck I, 28 August 1832. Sandiford was a 'steam engineer' from 
Rochdale. He had been convicted before at Wakefield for stealing cloth, imprisoned for three months 
and whipped. His conduct in gaol was good, in the hulk orderly and in the ship unknown In Van 
Diemen's Land he committed 9 offences against colonial regulations including 2 for disobedience and 
2 for drunkenness, once for 'having been illegally at large for 3 months' for which his ticket ofleave 
was cancelled for 6 months, and for 'improper and disorderly conduct in returning good meat offered 
him by his master' for which he was sentenced to 1 day in solitary confinement. During servitude he 
was punished with a fine of 5/-, 1 reprimand, 2 admonishments, 7 days on the treadwheel, 1 day in 
solitary confinement and 24 lashes. He was granted a ticket of leave in 1836 
48 For Charles Mouncey's history see Chapter Ten, p. 125. 
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property was on hand, there were occasions when commercial premises were 

targeted for specific goods. Joseph Pollit for example broke into Hyde's stables at 

Newton and stole a horse collar and saddle in 'a planned and cautious theft arranged 

with a buyer beforehand' .49 

Public houses were favourite targets for many Salford Hundred thieves, 

though again the full extent is unknown because aggravating circumstances were 

omitted from many indictments and the names of public houses rarely shown. Jonas 

Lancashire,50 William Eastwood51 and William Roden52 'three long-time and first-rate 

thieves' stole £200 in sovereigns and eleven silver spoons from 'The Waggon and 

Horses' public house in the Pork Shambles, and then fled to Liverpool in a hackney 

coach. When arrested they were indicted only for stealing money. Lewis Hall was 

49 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; and The 
Manchester Guardian Saturday 25 July 1829. For stealing a horse collar and saddle, Joseph Pollitt 
was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulks, Dolphin and 
Cumberland from 18 August 1829 to 29 March 1830, and was transported to New South Wales in 
the Marquis of Huntley {3) on 27 April 1830. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27. 
There was a very bad account of Pollitt in the 'Chairman's book'. He had been imprisoned for one 
month in the New Bailey for a felony in 1818, three years in Lancaster Castle for assault with attempt 
to rape in 1819 and six months in the New Bailey for felony in 1826. Magistrate Norris said that 'he 
was irreclaimable'. 
50 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 26 October 1829; The 
Manchester Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 31 
October 1829. For stealing 200 sovereigns and eleven spoons, Jonas Lancashire was sentenced to 
transportation for life, was imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan, from 19 December 1829 to 19 June 
1830, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Royal George (2) in June 1830. PRO London, HO 8, 
HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/28, 541 Jonas 
Lancashire, Royal George (2), 18 October 1830. Lancashire was a labourer from Newtown, 
Manchester. He had been convicted before twice: stealing fustian and imprisoned for six months; and 
disorderly conduct. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In Van 
Diemen's Land he committed 8 offences against colonial regulations including 4 for drunkenness and 
2 for misconduct. He was reprimanded for 'ill-treating his wife'. During servitude he was punished 
with 2 reprimands and 20 days on the treadwheel. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1837 and a 
pardon 'first class' on 17 January 1847. 
51 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 26 October 1829; The 
Manchester Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 31 
October 1829 For stealing 200 sovereigns and eleven spoons, William Eastwood was sentenced to 
seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan, from 19 December 1829 to 19 
June 1830, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Royal George (2) in June 1830. PRO London, 
HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/11, 278 
William Eastwood, Royal George (2), 18 October 1830. Eastwood was a pattern-card maker from 
Manchester. He had been convicted before twice· stealing fustian and imprisoned for six months; and 
disorderly conduct. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In Van 
Diemen's Land he committed 6 offences against colonial regulations - 4 for neglect of work and 2 for 
absence. During servitude he was punished with 2 reprimands, 19 months' hard labour and 6 days on 
the treadwheel. On 1833 when a constable he was dismissed from the police and sentenced to 12 
months' hard labour for 'leaving his station and being in Britain Jones's public house and permitting 
himself to be tied and secured when in company with two others by four armed runaways'. 
52 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 26 October 1829; The 
Manchester Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 31 
October 1829. For stealing 200 sovereigns and eleven spoons, William Roden was sentenced to 
seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulks, Cumberland and Fortitude, from 11 
December 1829 to 6 August 1834 when he was granted a free pardon for good behaviour. PRO 
London, HO 8, HO 9 and HO 27. 
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a private in the 1 st Royal Dragoons. He broke into Robert Goolden' s public house 

where previously he had been quartered and stole five shillings, a pair of gold scales 

and some bottles of wine which he drank on the spot, eventually falling into a 

drunken sleep on the taproom floor where he was found next morning. 53 Hall was 

indicted only for simple larceny. The compounding circumstance of breaking and 

entering was omitted. 

Breaking, entering and stealing from shops and shoplifting 

In this examination a shop refers to a retail store which sells articles to the 

public; it does not include factories such as coach makers' and wheelwrights' shops. 

Shoplifting refers to stealing goods 'privately' from a shop during the time it is open 

to the public and not to robbery or burglary from a closed shop. Between 1828 and 

1837 there were thirty-two indictments at Salford Hundred quarter sessions for 

breaking into shops. Thirty-five general offences were committed in respect of them, 

all involving specific amounts of property which in this assessment have been 

included in other general offences. Their distribution is shown in Figure 19-6. 

Figure 19-6: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Other General Offences 

Involved in Breaking and Entering Shops 1828-1837 

General Offences Involved in Breaking Offences Males Females 
and Entering Shops Committed Involved Involved 

stealing wearing annarel 9 7 2 

stealing chattels 12 12 0 

stealing monev 2 2 0 

stealing cloth 5 5 0 

stealing food 4 4 0 

other - intent to commit felonv 3 3 0 

total indictments 35 33 2 

The types of articles stolen were similar to those taken during general larceny 

offences such as coats, knives, books, brass cocks, cash, pieces of printed calico, beef 

53 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 26 October 1829; The 
Manchester Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 31 
October 1829 For stealing from a public house, Lewis Hall was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Retribution, from 2 December 1829 to 16 June 1830, and 
sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Southworth (2) in June 1831 PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 
11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/20, 891 Lewis Hall, 
Southworth (2), 19 October 1830. Hall was a soldier. There was no record of previous convictions. 
though the Regimental Sergeant Major said Hall was 'the greatest scoundrel in the Regiment'. He 
suffered from a venereal disease His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk orderly and in the ship 
unknown. In Van Diemen' s Land he committed 2 offences against colonial regulations - being absent 
and 'suspicion of having bad connexions' for which he was sentenced to 3 months' hard labour. 
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and tobacco. 

It is difficult to determine the true amount of shop breaking because 

aggravating circumstances were not always entered in indictments. John Shepherd 

broke into Mr Davies' s grocery shop, stole a watch and £9 in cash and was caught 

by watchmen when trying to pawn the watch. He was charged only with simple 

larceny. 54 Robert Howarth was a member of the 'Bradshaw Gate Gang, a notorious 

group of thieves'. At night he broke into Thomas Knowles's shop at Little Bolton, 

stole £3, forty pounds weight of cheese and 'a great variety of articles' but was 

charged only with the simple stealing of money and cheese. 55 In January 1830 Eli 

Horsfall56 and Sarah57 his mother broke into William Sutcliffe's shop at Cliviger using 

picklocks and stole forty pairs of shoes. Eli was arrested by police and when 

handcuffed on his way to prison escaped by leaping a wall. He was caught fourteen 

months later. Despite the aggravating circumstances of breaking, entering and 

escaping from custody, he was indicted only for stealing forty pairs of shoes. 

54 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 21January1828; and The 
Manchester Guardian, Saturday 26 January 1828. John Shepherd was acquitted. 
55 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 December 1833; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 7 December 1833 For stealing £3 
and forty pounds weight of cheese, Robert Howarth was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Ganymede, from January 1834 to 8 May 1834, and sailed to Van Diemen's 
Land in the William Metcalfe (3) in May 1834. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and 
AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/21, 1836 Robert Howarth, William Metcalfe (3), 
4 September 1834 Howarth was a labourer from Bolton. There was no record of previous 
convictions. His conduct in gaol was unknown, in the hulk good and in the ship orderly. In Van 
Diemen' s Land he committed 8 offences against colonial regulations including 3 for misconduct and 
1 as a constable - 'wilful prevarication on oath' - for which he was dismissed from the police. He 
committed 1 felony of larceny During servitude he was punished with 3 additional years and 9 
months' hard labour He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1841, a remission of his additional years in 
1842 and a free certificate in 1843. 
56 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831; The 
Manchester Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Liverpool General Advertiser, Saturday 16 
April 1831. For stealing forty pairs of shoes and other articles, Eli Horsfall was sentenced to fourteen 
years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 31 May 1831 to 14 July 1831, 
and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Lord Lyndoch (1) in July 1831 PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, 
HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, SC 32/5, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/20, 1330 Eli 
Horsfall, Lord Lyndoch (1), 18 November 1831. Horsfall was a textile labourer and weaver from 
Liverpool. He had been convicted before in 1822 at the Pontefract quarter sessions for receiving a 
stolen coat and imprisoned in Wakefield for six months. 'When sentenced to be transported for 
fourteen years, he insolently said, "Thank you sir That's just what I wanted"' His conduct in gaol 
was bad, in the hulk orderly and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 3 
offences against colonial regulations including neglect of duty and drunkenness when a constable 
During servitude he was punished with 1 reprimand and 4 months' hard labour. He was granted a 
conditional pardon on 22 December 1841. On 2 September 1845 he was tried by the Supreme Court, 
Hobart, 'for stealing in the dwelling house of Thomas White above £5' and was sentenced to 
transportation for 10 years, 4 of the years to be imprisonment on Norfolk Island. 
57 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1831; The 
Manchester Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Liverpool General Advertiser, Saturday 16 
April 1831 For stealing forty pairs of shoes and other articles, Sarah Horsfall was found not guilty 
and discharged. 
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Horsfall's offence was one of two indictments for the use ofpicklocks and 

keys. The other was against John Pemberton who broke into James Whitworth's 

house at night using 'false keys'. Though caught by police carrying a trunk filled 

with stolen wearing apparel and other household chattels, Pemberton was indicted 

only for the larceny of three candlesticks. 58 

Shoplifting 

There were no indictments at quarter sessions for stealing privately from a 

shop though there were many stealing offences which clearly were shoplifting. For 

example, two children Frances and Jane Doyle were charged with the larceny of one 

piece of ribbon from Mr Dorrington's shop in Exchange Street, Manchester, when 

the actual circumstances involved shoplifting. 

The two prisoners went into the shop of Mr Dorrington, and asked to look at some 

ribbons: four or five boxes were laid before them, and the elder one, Frances, desired 

the shopman to measure her a yard and a half, which was done. During this time Jane 

Doyle, who is quite a child, was standing close behind her sister; she had a large shawl 

on, and a basket under it Mr Dorrington suspected, from the agitated appearance of the 

child, that all was not right, and he accordingly watched them. As they were going out 

of the shop he called to them, when the elder one ran away. He ran after, and brought 

her back. On searching them an entire half-piece of ribbon was found under the arm of 

the little girl, and in the basket were four entire half-pieces of ribbon, which had been 

stolen from other shopkeepers. The value of all the ribbon was between £3 and £4. 59 

There were many methods used by shoplifters in the Salford Hundred, the 

four most common being by planned and organised larceny, by force, by stealing 

from display stock and by sleight of hand. An example of the first method was an 

58 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 26 October 1829. For breaking, entering and 
stealing three candlesticks and other articles from a dwelling house, John Pemberton was sentenced to 
seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan, from 10 December 1829 to 19 
June 1830, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Royal George (2) in June 1830. PRO London, 
HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/35, 639 
John Pemberton, Royal George (2), 18 October 1830. Pemberton was a labourer from Liverpool. He 
had been convicted before three times: suspicion offelony; and twice for vagrancy and imprisoned for 
1 month and 14 days. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In 
Van Diemen's Land he committed 10 offences against colonial regulations including 'suspicion of 
having robbed the garden hut of his master' for which he was given 50 lashes. During servitude he 
was punished with 1 admonishment, 6 months' hard labour, 28 days on the treadwheel, 56 days in 
solitary confinement and 50 lashes. He was granted a ticket ofleave and a free certificate in 1836. 
On 14 November 1838 he was sent to trial for stealing a 'waistcoat piece of the value of30/-'. 
59 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; and Wheeler's 
Manchester Chronicle, Saturday 25 July 1829. Frances Doyle was sentenced to imprisonment for six 
months in the New Bailey and Jane Doyle to fourteen days. By 1836 Jane Doyle was a notorious 
accomplice ofEllen Reece the Manchester shoplifter and prostitute; Chadwick Papers statement ofE 
Reece, quoted in Tobias, Nineteenth-Century Cnme, p. 62. 
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offence by Ellen Reece who made her living alternating between shoplifting and 

prostitution. In 1837 while awaiting transportation she told the New Bailey's 

chaplain that one of her partners was Jane Doyle, another Mary Anne Morgan and 

that they 'generally went two together' and 'made £1 each iu U1e <.lay'.~0 Their main 

targets were linen and jewellery. 

Method was to go into a linen drapers shop, first rate shops, and ask to see linen at such 

a price. Ask for Lutestring [silk cloth] and 2 or 3 yards oflinen, then ask for Stockings, 

Gloves, Handkerchiefs, and when a good many things on the counter, so that they did 

not know the Count of them, when the back was turned to reach something else, to slip 

them under their shawl; sometimes into a large square fustian pocket fastened round the 

waist and hanging nearly to the knees. This is not a very common thing - she and 

Margaret Axon (who is transported) made it out themselves. Paid for the small articles 

and walked out gently and made away as fast as they could to Newton Lane.61 

A second method was by snatching. Thomas Williams entered Henry 

Wilson's watchmaker's shop during the afternoon, snatched a tray filled with 

jewellery from the window display and ran off Pursued by Wilson, Williams 'hurled 

three watch seals and one watch key to another boy waiting for him in the street'. 

Eventually Williams was caught by Thomas Wilson and taken to the watch house. 62 

A third method was by taking from display stock. To attract customers 

many shopkeepers stacked goods outside their doors where they were unattended 

and could be stolen easily.63 In 1834 John Hughes64 a street boy from Saint George's 

Road, Manchester, stole twenty yards of silk from a stack of rolled cloth displayed 

outside John Arnold's shop in Oldham Road. A serving girl Margaret Pierce saw 

Hughes take the cloth. She told the court, 'I ran after him - he was perhaps 12 yards 

from the door - he turned a comer but I was not 2 yards behind him. When I turned 

the comer, he had not the silk'. Constable Baker arrested Hughes in a nearby cellar 

and later told the court that Hughes had passed the silk to 'another boy 20 yards off 

60 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 4 July 1831, 9 July 183 2 
and 3 July 1837. In 1837 when twenty-three years of age Ellen Reece was indicted for stealing one 
purse, three sovereigns and four half-crowns from James Heyworth on 13 June 1837 in Manchester, 
and was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation. She was transported to New South Wales on 2 
May 1838. Reece had been convicted and imprisoned in 1831 for stealing a gown and in 1832 for 
stealing a bed gown. She said she had been charged with offences 'more than she can remember' and 
thought she had been in gaol about fourteen times and 'let off about twenty times'; Chadwick Papers 
statement ofE Reece, quoted in Tobias, Nineteenth-Century Crime, pp. 58-70 
61 Chadwick Papers statement ofE Reece, quoted in Tobias, Nineteenth-Century Crime, p. 62. 
62 For Thomas Williams's history see Chapter Ten, p 122. 
63 Tobias, Cnme and Industrial Society, pp. 141 and 147; and Chesney, The Victorian Underworld, 
p. 155. 
64 Central Library Manchester, Magistrate's Notes Epiphany quarter sessions, 1834, and LRO 
Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 6 January 1834. John Hughes was 
sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey, the last fourteen days to be in solitary 
confinement and to be once whipped. 
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from the shop'. 65 

A fourth method was by sleight of hand. A middle-aged woman Ann Tipton 

entered Thomas Stockdale's shoemaker's shop at Great Bolton and inquired about 

having shoes made. During a long discussion she dexterously slipped a pair of shoes 

into her pocket. When she was about to leave Stockdale saw 'an unnatural projection 

in her pocket, examined it and took out a pair of his shoes'. Tipton fled pursued by 

Stockdale who apprehended her.66 She was indicted only for larceny of a pair of 

shoes. 

Some people made a living from shoplifting. They were usually skilled and 

professional. One such offender was Ann Thorpe, the wife of Benjamin Thorpe a 

tailor. For some weeks in late 1833 the shops of several tradesmen in Oldham had 

been robbed at 9 am, and often at the same time a woman in a grey cloak had been 

seen in the vicinity. In November 1833, shopkeeper Joseph Hindle noticed some 

stockings were missing after a customer's visit. He ran to the door and saw a woman 

in a grey cloak walking rapidly down the street with a bundle under her arm. Hindle 

followed, noted where she lived and then 'gave the necessary information' to the 

police who subsequently searched the house. Bindle's stolen stockings were found 

in a chest and sixty pawn tickets for other stolen property were found in a work bag 

in the same room. When questioned Ann Thorpe said she had given the stolen goods 

to her husband Benjamin who had pledged them. She was charged with stealing 

twelve pairs of stockings though the number of her larcenies exceeded sixty, most 

compounded by the aggravating circumstance of 'stealing privately goods of a value 

greater than five shillings'. 67 

Her husband Benjamin Thorpe was charged with one offence of receiving 

seven waistcoat pieces though he had been involved in more than sixty offences of 

65 Central Library Manchester, Magistrate's Notes Epiphany quarter sessions, 1834. 
66 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 24 October 1831; The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 29 October 1831; and PRO 
London HO 11 and HO 27 Ann Tipton was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation and was 
transported to New South Wales. She had been convicted before three times for unnamed felonies 
and had been imprisoned for one month in July 1824, three months in October 1824 and twelve 
months in July 1825. 
67 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 December 1833, and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancash1re General Advertiser, Saturday 7 December 1833. For stealing 
twelve pairs of stockings, Ann Thorpe was sentenced to seven years' transportation, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Edward (3) in April 1834; PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; AOT Hobart, Con 
15, Con 19 and Con 40/9, 103 Ann Thorpe, Edward (3), 4 September 1834. Thorpe was a house 
servant from Dunkinfield, Cheshire She was married with three children. There was no record of 
previous convictions. Her conduct in gaol was bad and in the ship good In Van Diemen's Land she 
committed no offences and was granted a free certificate in 1840 
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'receiving goods knowing them to be stolen'.68 Both were transported to Van 

Diemen's Land. 

Sentencing 

Specific sentences for the three different categories of breaking and entering 

dwellings, commercial houses and shops are given in Annex S and grouped sentencing 

in Figure 19-7. 

Figure 19-7: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Grouped Sentencing 

for Breaking and Entering 1828-1837 

Sentence Offenders Percent of Percent of All 
Offenders (167) Committals (7,763) 

transportation for 7 vears 32 19.2 14 2 

transoortation for 14 vears 22 13.1 6.4 

transPortat10n for hfe 21 12.6 1.7 

imprisoned from 7 months to 3 vears 34 20.4 8.6 

imnrisoned from 5 weeks to 6 months 53 31 7 48.0 

imprisoned from 1 dav to 1 month 2 1.2 14.3 

not e:uiltv 2 1.2 4.2 

discharged 1 0.6 1.5 

remanded 0 0.0 0.6 

other disnosals 0 0.0 0.5 

total 167 100.0 100.0 

Penalties for breaking and entering were severe - those convicted were twice 

as likely to be sentenced to transportation and seven times more likely to be 

transported for life than offenders overall. When the additional aggravating 

circumstance of having been convicted before of felony was taken into account by 

magistrates, sentencing was particularly severe - all nineteen offenders who had 

histories of previous criminal misconduct were sentenced to transportation. 69 

Rigorous sentencing indicated that magistrates at the Salford Hundred quarter 

68 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 2 December 1833; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertrser, Saturday 7 December 1833 For receiving 
seven waistcoat pieces, Benjamin Thorpe was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Ganymede, from February 1834 to 8 May 1834, and sailed to Van Diemen's 
Land in the William Metcalfe (3) in May 1834. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and 
AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/43, 749 Benjamin Thorpe WillramMetcalje (3), 4 
September 1834 Thorpe was a tailor from Ashton-under-Lyne. There was no record of previous 
convictions. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship very good. In Van 
Diemen's Land he committed one offence against colonial regulations - 'disobedience and infractory 
condition' - for which he was sentenced to 10 days in solitary confinement. In 1838 he was granted a 
ticket ofleave and in 1840 a free certificate. 
69 Transportation sentences of convicted-before offenders were: 5 for 7 years; 5 for 14 years; and 9 for 
life. 
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sessions punished breaking and entering in accordance with the requirements of 

Peel's consolidation acts of 1827 and 182870 and the criminal acts of 1832 and 1833.71 

Ages 

There was insufficient data to assess the ages of offenders involved in 

breaking and entering, though of twenty-four who were identified,72 nineteen were 

between fifteen and twenty-four years old, an indication that breaking and entering 

was a young adult's crime. This is consistent with age groupings overall in the 

Salford Hundred in which most offenders committed to trial at quarter sessions were 

young. 

Urban offending 

Breaking and entering was an urban crime, almost all offences being 

committed in the ten most populous towns of the Salford Hundred and particularly 

so in Manchester where over 80 percent of committals occurred. The urban 

distribution of these offences is given in Figure 19-8. 

Figure 19-8: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Urban Distribution 

of Breaking and Entering Offences 1828-1837 

Town Dwelling Commerce Shop Total Percent of Percent of All 
House House Committals Committals 

(143) (7,763) 

Manchester 19 71 25 115 80.4 65.8 

Salford 7 2 0 9 6.3 2.4 

Burv 1 1 1 3 2.1 2.2 

Bolton 2 7 0 9 6.3 6.1 

Ashton 0 4 1 5 3.5 3.5 

Oldham 0 1 0 1 0.7 3.2 

Rochdale 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.9 

Sootland 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.8 

W ardleworth 1 0 0 1 0.7 1.4 

Heaton 0 0 0 0 0.0 1.0 

total 30 86 27 143 100.0 87.3 

70 7 and 8 Geo IV, c 29, (1827) and 9 Geo IV, c 31 (1828). 
11 2 and 3 Will IV, c 34, 62 and 123 (1832), and 3 and 4 Will IV, c 44 (1833). See also 
Radzinowicz, A History of English Criminal Law, Volume 1, pp. 526-601; Shaw, Convicts and the 
Colonies, p. 148; and Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 8. 
12 Ages were included in indictments in pre-trial indictments between 1835 and 1837 and not in post
trial indictments between 1828 and 1834. 
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Chapter Twenty 

Bastardy and 'Other' Offences 

Between 1828 and 1837 bastardy and 'other' offences were of no great 

significance at quarter sessions in the Salford Hundred. There were 137 indictments -

twenty-nine for bastardy, twenty-four for sexual offences, three for machine 

breaking, sixty-eight for social disorder and thirteen for various felonies. Types and 

numbers of offences are shown in five major groups in Figure 20-1. 

Figure 20-1: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Bastardy and Other Offences 1828-1837 

Offence Total Males 
Indicted Involved 

Sexual Offences: 

attemnted rane - assaulting with intent to ravish 18 18 

attemnted carnal knowledge 3 3 

attempted sodomy 2 2 

committmg indecent exnosure 1 1 

Felonies: 

admm1stering arsenic noison in an attemnt to annov 1 1 

nrocuring and counselling to steal 1 0 

committing larceny unspecified 5 4 

intent to commit a felonv unsoecdied 3 3 

committing libel 1 1 

selling unwholesome meat 1 1 

makmg false renresentation on enlistment 1 1 

Industrial Order Offences: 

intent to destrov machinerv breaking machines 3 3 

Social Order Offences: 

brothel keening - maintaining a common bawdv house 58 24 

disinterring a dead body 2 2 

being an incorrigible rogue- familv desertion 1 1 

being insane 1 1 

attemnting to murder a child bv abandonment 2 0 

concealing the birth of a child or illegitimate child 2 0 

disoosing of the bodv of a dead child 2 0 

Bastardv: 

remanded until sureties found 28 28 

disobevmg an order to oav 1 1 

total 137 95 

Females 
Involved 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

34 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

2 

0 

0 

42 



266 

Sexual offences 

There were twenty-four indictments for sexual offences - eighteen for 'assault 

with intent to ravish', three for attempted carnal knowledge, two for attempted 

sodomy and one for indecent exposure. 1 This was a surprisingly small number when 

taking into account the size of the population, social conditions in the Salford 

Hundred, and Jones's and Robson's observations that throughout Britain there were 

frequent sexual attacks against women in cotton mills, servant girls in their mistress's 

residences and lone women on streets and highways. 2 One probable reason for the 

infrequency of trials for sexual offences at quarter sessions was that complainants 

were ashamed to make public the details of 'unmentionable' crimes committed 

against them. A second reason was that rape, carnal knowledge and sodomy 

offenders were tried at assizes, though 'attempts to commit' these offences were 

prosecuted at quarter sessions. 

During this examination it was not possible to identify the places or 

circumstances of sexual attacks. Evidence given against offenders during trials was 

not usually reported in newspapers, possibly because of general community moral 

and religious opinions that they were of such a distasteful nature that they should 

not be publicised. The indictment for assault with intent to commit sodomy against 

David Cooper for example did not include the name of the victim, the place of 

occurrence or the circumstances of the assault. 3 

The public act by William Thomas Coe of 'indecently exposing his person at 

Chorlton Row'4 was the only offence of this nature to be brought to quarter sessions 

between 1828 and 1837. Probably many more were tried at petit sessions because 

the Vagrancy Act of 1822 defined as misdemeanants 'those offenders caught openly 

and indecently exposing their persons'. 5 

Attempted carnal knowledge and attempted sodomy were not tried at quarter 

sessions as specific sexual acts but as assault. There were three indictments relating 

to intent to commit carnal knowledge, one being against thirty-five-year-old William 

MacDonald who 'assaulted Rachael Pollit, a girl under the age often years, with 

1 There were no trials for bestiality at Salford Hundred quarter sessions between 1828 and 1837. 
2 Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', p. 152; and Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 
65. 
3 PRO Lancashire, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 7 July 1834 David Cooper was sentenced 
to two years' imprisonment in Lancaster Castle. 
4 PRO Lancashire, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 21 January 1829. William Coe was 
sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
5 Rose, Rof(Ues and Va~abonds, p 11 
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intent then and there feloniously and unlawfully carnally to know and abuse her'. 6 

There were two indictments relating to sodomy: against David Cooper in June 1834 

for an attempt to commit sodomy on an unknown victim, and against sixteen-year

old John Dempsey who 'at Manchester, assaulted George Elliott with intent to 

commit sodomy'.7 These were remarkably small numbers, the probability being that 

many more such offences occurred but were tried summarily at petit sessions as 

misdemeanours or victims were reluctant to prosecute because of shame. 

Various felonies and protest 

Felonies included in this assessment were unusual or unidentifiable or difficult 

to classify. They occurred infrequently, did not reflect any particular pattern of 

crime in the Salford Hundred and their effect on the outcomes of quarter sessions was 

insignificant. 

In a similar way, offences of machine breaking did not disclose any significant 

level of industrial protest. Though economic, industrial and political protest had 

been frequent in the Salford Hundred since the 1780s, 8 there were few prosecutions. 

The last food riot occurred in Manchester in 18129 and thereafter the main 

expressions of discontent were associated with industrial and political activities. 

Prior to 1828 there were continuing disputes between mill owners and trade 

associations involving lockouts, picketing, demonstrations, marches and some 

machine breaking. This industrial unrest was made more complex by political 

radicalism and its reforming activities, much of it culminating in expressions of 

popular protest such as that by the Blanketeers in 1817, by the Ardwick Plot to set 

Manchester ablaze later that year, and by the mass meeting in Saint Peter's Field in 

August 1819.10 

However, in the Salford Hundred between 1828 and 1837 there were no trials 

at quarter sessions relating to political or industrial disorder, nor did Magistrate 

6 PRO Lancashire, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 29 February 1836. William MacDonald 
was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
7 PRO Lancashire, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 11 January 1836. John Dempsey was 
sentenced to one year's imprisonment in Lancaster Castle. 
8 There were 'economic' riots in the Salford Hundred mostly related to food prices but not 'agrarian' 
riots on the scale that occurred in southern England; Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 
57, and E Hobsbawm and G Rude, Captain Swin!(, London, Pimlico, 1969, pp. 195-220. 
9 Kidd, Manchester, p. 81. 
10 This was the event which was later known as 'Peterloo'. Marlow, The PeterlooMassacre, pp. 21-
31; Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 57; Kidd, Manchester, pp. 81-101; and 
Thompson, The Makin!( o.fthe En!(lish Workm!( Class, pp 691-780. 
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Norris address grand juries about civil unrest, except an unusual warning at the 10 

January 1831 sessions when he said that there were 'disputes in this town between 

the masters and the operatives', that no one should use 'intimidation and violence' or 

commit acts during industrial disputes that 'violate the law'. 11 There were three 

indictments for maliciously breaking mill machinery. Two twelve-year-old boys, 

John Eglin and William MacAndrew, broke into James Morris's cotton-spinning mill 

at Bolton damaging machinery 'employed in carding, spinning, manufacturing and 

preparing cotton', but because of their ages they may have been vandals rather than 

industrial protesters. 12 On the other hand, Edward Chisenhall was clearly breaking 

machines as a form of industrial protest when he broke into Richard Balshaw' s 

weaving mill at Great Bolton and 'maliciously and feloniously damaged and rendered 

useless, three looms employed in weaving bed quilts and counterpanes' .13 Overall 

there was negligible protest in the Salford Hundred against industrial conditions to 

the extent that it was sufficiently serious to be brought to trial at quarter sessions. 

This was a different situation to the circumstances in southern England where 

machine breaking was frequent. 

There was also little protest against the judicial system; only two events 

occurred during the conduct of trials. The first was in April 1831 when John Lowe's 

mother brought to a stop 'the business of the court' when she 'screamed out, and 

continued her lamentations from the gallery' in protest against her son's sentence of 

transportation. 14 The second was a disruption in August 183 7 by a boisterous 

demonstration. 

The prisoners who had been brought into the lower dock in readiness for arrangement 

[arraignment], conducted themselves in a very disorderly manner, cheering and shouting 

expressions of joy that they were about to be put upon their trials. The noise that they 

made was so great, that Mr H Dunstan, the Assistant-Governor, found it necessary to 

represent their conduct to the bench, and they were subsequently reproved for their 

disgraceful demeanour, and solitary confinement added to the punishment of those who 

were found guilty of the crimes with which they stood charged.15 

11 The Manchester Couner and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 15 January 1831. 
12 PRO Lancashire, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 25 May 1835. John Eglin and William 
MacAndrew were sentenced to one month's imprisonment in the New Bailey and once whipped. 
13 PRO Lancashire, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 31 August 1835. For machine breaking, 
Edward Chisenhall was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Justiha, 
from August 1835 to 27 July 1836 and transported to New South Wales. PRO London, HO 8, HO 
9, HO 11 and HO 27 
14 PRO Lancashire, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 11 April 1831; and The Manchester 
Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 16 April 1831. For John Lowe's criminal 
history see Chapter Thirteen, p. 178 
15 The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 30 August 183 7; and The Manchester Courier and 
Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 2 September 1837. 
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Trials of offences related to protest were not sufficiently frequent at the 

Salford Hundred quarter sessions between 182 8 and 183 7 to be regarded as a matter 

of importance. 

Social order 

Some social order offences were brothel-keeping, body-snatching, infanticide, 

bastardy and 'being an incorrigible rogue' .16 'Being insane' was also determined by 

the court. 17 There was a seemingly large number because of :frequent trials for the 

offence of brothel-keeping ('keeping and maintaining a common bawdy house'). 

Offenders were often brought to trial at quarter sessions for this offence and were 

often discharged. Thirty-four women were indicted for brothel keeping, a 

participation rate of 58. 6 percent which was remarkably high when compared with a 

female involvement of 20 .2 percent in all offences. 

The charge of body snatching was rarely tried at quarter sessions in the 

Salford Hundred though there were two indictments for 'unlawfully disinterring dead 

bodies' .18 Surgeons and anatomy students needed corpses to dissect for instruction 

and their only legal source was the rarely-used gallows. As a result there was an 

ongoing scarcity which brought about an illicit market in bodies for dissectionists. 

Gangs of body snatchers took corpses from dead houses, coffins, burial grounds and 

on occasions from public places. In Manchester in 1831 an attempt was made to 

take a body of a young woman from the Gaythom Tavern where it lay in public view 

soon after she had drowned,19 and in 1832 the Swan Street riots in Manchester were 

caused by the beheading of the body of a dead three-year-old child by an apothecary 

at the Piccadilly infirmary. 20 A warrant was issued for his arrest but its legality was 

unclear and there is no record of an appearance at quarter sessions. 

16 PRO Lancashire, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 4 July 1831. John Halkyard of Oldham 
was charged with 'being an incorrigible rogue, having left his wife and family chargeable to the 
Township of Oldham' and was sentenced to one year's imprisonment in Lancaster Castle. 
11 PRO Lancashire, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 20 October 1828. William Wright indicted 
for committing a felony was 'found insane by the Jury upon his trial and remanded 'till His 
Majesty's pleasure be known'. 
18 For disinterring a dead body at Manchester, John Stewart was sentenced to six months' 
imprisonment in the New Bailey and to pay sureties for good conduct; PRO Lancashire, calendars of 
liberates, quarter sessions 19 January 1829. For disinterring a dead body at Bolton-le-Moors, 
William Hannah alias James William Hulme was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in 
Lancaster Castle; PRO Lancashire, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 18 January 183 0. 
19 R Richardson, Death, Dissection and the Destitute, London, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1987, p. 
65, hereafter called Richardson, Death, Dissection and the Destitute. 
20 Richardson, Death, Dissection and the Destitute, p. 228. 
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Though there was much popular outrage against body snatching, the legal 

basis for punishing grave robbers was not clear. The law did not recognise a dead 

body as a person nor was a corpse property. Therefore it could not be stolen. As a 

result there were few prosecutions21 though on occasions magistrates ordered 

whippings for 'an offence against public mores' when a body was taken. 22 

There were four indictments for concealing the birth of a child and 

'unlawfully disposing of the body of a dead child', wording which often disguised the 

terrible circumstances of infanticide. 23 Lionel Rose believed that killing the newborn 

was a :frequent occurrence throughout England;24 Emsley claimed there was 'an 

enonnous number of infanticides' though few culprits were indicted for murder;25 and 

Jones pointed to the handful ofreports of concealing births in Manchester.26 A 

parliamentary enquiry reported that infanticide in the south of Lancashire 'was a 

practice which it is painful to state, is far from uncommon among the abandoned 

females of these districts, of destroying, prematurely, the fruit and evidence of their 

guilt'.27 

It was difficult to prosecute infanticide because of the legal complexities 

involved in proving that infants were not stillborn or had not died from congenital 

defects or accidental overlaying. There was also a legal inhibition - infanticide could 

only occur if the newborn was 'a creature in existence', that is absolutely separated 

from its mother. If a foot or a hand for example was not completely expelled then 

there was no separate existence, the infant was not 'fully born', was not a 'person' 

and could not therefore be murdered. 28 Rose calculated that prior to 1836 the 

mortality rate for infants less than one year old was about 20 percent and after 

voluntary registration began in 1837 about 15 percent.29 Many newborn, wrote 

Rose, were killed at or soon after birth by abandonment, suffocation, strangulation, 

21 Richardson, Death, Dissection and the Destitute, p. 58; and Cromie, 1811 Dict10nary of the 
Vulgar Tongue, unpaginated. The Anatomy Act, 2 and 3 Will IV, c 75 (1832) made exhumation 
unlawful. 
22 Richardson, Death, Dissection and the Destitute, p. 59 
23 Emsley, Crime and Society in Enl(land, pp. 40-41. 
24 L Rose, The Massacre of the Innocents: Infant1c1de in Britain, 1800-1939, London, Routledge and 
Kegan Paul, 1986, p 33, hereafter called Rose, The Massacre of the Innocents; and Emsley, Crime 
and Society in Enl(land, p 36 
23 Emsley, Crime and Society m Enl(land, p. 36. 
26 Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', p. 153 
27 'Inquiry into the State of the Manufacturing Population', p. 24, quoted in Gaskell, Artisans and 
Machinery, p. 100. 
28 Rose, The Massacre of the Innocents, pp. 6-7, 21-25 and 33. 
29 The Registration Act 6 and 7 Will IV, c 86 (1836). Prior to this act, births and deaths were 
recorded in parish registers. Because the act did not make registration of births compulsory it was 
difficult to determine the amount of infanticide. 
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puncturing, fracturing or drowning. Despite this violence, when an infant's body 

was discovered it was often impossible to prove that it had been killed as a creature 

in existence, and the only safe legal option was to charge the offender with concealing 

a birth or unlawfully disposing of a dead body. 30 This was the case in the four 

indictments at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions: Elizabeth Hamilton and Ann 

Mansfield were charged with unlawfully concealing the births of their illegitimate 

children; and Charlotte Gray and Jane Jones with secretly disposing of the bodies of 

their dead children with intent to conceal the births. 31 

Death by deliberate neglect or abandonment was also common but 

prosecutions were few, the only indictment at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions 

occurring in 1835. 

Elizabeth Whalley aged 20 and Betty Whalley, aged 52, charged on the oath of Alice 

Ingham, with having, on the 27th instant, at Manchester, unlawfully, wickedly, and 

wilfully attempted to murder one, Robert Whalley, an infant of the age of four months, 

by leaving, deserting, and abandoning the said child in a certain cellar, upon a quantity 

of straw, and wilfully omitting to provide the said child with proper food and 

clothing. 32 

Bastardy 

Infanticide according to Rose was related to women's 'economic and social 

vulnerability' and was associated closely with bastardy. Prior to 1834, poor law 

relief for single mothers was one shilling a week or admittance to the work house.33 If 

bastardy proceedings were undertaken by the parish poor law authority, then the 

woman was obliged to name the putative father in an appearance before magistrates. 

If satisfied by her evidence, magistrates could order the father to pay maintenance, 

usually between one and three shillings a week. On 25 April 1829 two Salford 

Hundred magistrates, Ralph Fletcher and James Watkins, made an order in a case of 

bastardy after birth against William Hampson. 

William Hampson is adjudged to be the reputed father of a male bastard child born on 

the body of Phoebe Taylor the wife of James Taylor of Pilkington aforesaid. And the 

30 Rose, The Massacre qf the Innocents, pp. 6-7 and 88-89. 
31 PRO Lancashire, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 19 January 1829, 11 April 1831, 9 January 
1832 and 22 October 1832. Elizabeth Hamilton and Ann Mansfield were sentenced to six months' 
imprisonment in the New Bailey; and Charlotte Gray and Jane Jones to two years' imprisonment in 
Lancaster Castle. 
32 PRO Lancashire, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 12 January 1835. For the attempted 
murder of a child, Elizabeth and Betty Whalley were discharged 
33 Rose, The Massacre qfthe Innocents, pp 21-25. 
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said William Hampson is thereby ordered to pay into the Churchwardens and Overseers 

of the Poor of the said Township of Pilkington the sum of eight pounds twelve 

shillings for the charges and expenses incident to the birth of the said child and the 

maintenance of the said child from the time of its birth to the time of making the same 

order, the further sum of one shilling and sixpence in money weekly and every week 

from that time towards the maintenance of the said child so long as the same should be 

chargeable to the said Township.34 

Jones estimated that about one fifth of male offenders ignored these orders in 

bastardy and were imprisoned until they provided sufficient sureties to compensate 

the poor law authority.35 Such a sentence was made at the Salford Hundred quarter 

sessions against John Dodson in 1828.36 

211. John Dodson . . Want of sureties to indemnify the township of 
Harwood, in case of bastardy before birth. - Remanded 'till sureties be found. 

In some instances accusations of paternity caused 'flight by men' and as a 

result many orders for maintenance remained unpaid for long periods. When 

apprehended, offenders were brought before quarter sessions and punished for not 

complying with quarter sessions' sentences. There was only one such case at Salford 

Hundred quarter sessions - in 1830 John Lawton was found guilty of 'disobeying an 

order in bastardy, upon which the sum of £33.9.0 was due to the Township of 

Butterworth' and was imprisoned for six months.37 

There were twenty-eight indictments for bastardy in the Salford Hundred 

between 1828 and 1833; there were none after 1834 when the new poor law act38 

made women 'less eligible' for benefits and required them to produce corroborating 

evidence of paternity to the Poor Law Union before it would prosecute fathers. 39 

These administrative and judicial events not only impoverished and humiliated 

women but also made public their circumstances. There was also a moral perception 

which disadvantaged women - contemporary attitudes to illegitimate births 

compounded the shame of their situation. Single mothers were often publicly 

described as 'fornicators and adulterers' and their children as the 'offspring of sin and 

profl.igacy'.40 These bastardy and poor law procedures and moral censures 

contributed to women giving birth secretly and disposing of their newborn by 

34 PRO Lancashire, Order Book, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829. 
35 Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', p. 162. 
36 PRO Lancashire, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 21 January 1828. 
37 PRO Lancashire, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 25 October 1830. John Lawton was 
sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
38 The Poor Law Act, 4 and 5 Will IV, c 76 (1834). 
39 Rose, The Massacre of the Innocents, pp. 27-29. 
40 Rose, The Massacre of the Innocents, pp. 24-29 and 31. 
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infanticide. 41 

Sentencing, ages and urban distribution 

Specific and grouped sentencing of bastardy and 'other' offenders, the urban 

distribution of their offences and the ages of those involved are shown in Figures 20-

2 to 20-6. 

Figure 20-2: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Specific Sentencing 

for Bastardy and 'Other' Offences 1828-1837 

Sentence Sexual Social Felonies Industrial Bastardy 
Offences Order Order 

Offences Offences 

transportation for 7 vears 1 1 

transportation for 14 vears 1 

imnrisoned for 2 vears 8 2 

imnrisoned for 1 vear 5 4 

imprisoned for 9 months 1 

imnrisoned for 8 months 1 

imprisoned for 6 months 6 12 3 1 

imprisoned for 4 months 1 5 1 

imprisoned for 3 months 1 1 

imprisoned for 1 month 1 2 

not guiltv 3 

discharged no bill 8 

discharged no prosecution 1 30 2 

remanded next sessions 1 

remanded until sureties found 28 

remanded until HM's pleasure 1 

indicted for felonv 2 

resnited to next sessions 1 1 

committed for want of sureties 1 

total (137) 24 68 13 3 29 

Because of the diverse nature of 'other offences' no conclusions can be made 

from assessments of sentencing, ages of offenders or geographic places of offences. 

Nevertheless there were indications of some general trends. Bastardy and 'other' 

offenders were generally much older than offenders overall; they were less likely to 

be punished with transportation and imprisonment, and more likely to be discharged 

41 Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', p. 161; Rose, The Massacre of the Innocents, pp. 25-31; 
and Emsley, Cnme and Society in EnRland, pp. 40-41. 
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(mostly related to brothel keeping) or 'remanded 'til sureties found' (mostly related 

to bastardy offences). The bulk of offences were committed in the ten most 

populous towns but at a lesser rate than for all offences - 77.5 percent to 87.3 

percent. 

Figure 20-3: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Grouping of Sentencing 

for Bastardy and 'Other' Offences 1828-1837 

Sentence Basta rely Percent of Percent of All 
and 'Other' Bastardy and Offences 

Offences 'Other' Offences (7.763) 
(137) 

transportation for 7 vears 2 1.5 14.2 

transnortation for 14 vears 1 0.7 6.4 

transnortation for hfe 0 0.0 1.7 

imnrisoned from 7 months to 3 vears 21 15.3 86 

imprisoned from 5 weeks to 6 months 31 22.6 48.0 

imprisoned from 1 dav to 1 month 3 22 14.3 

not guiltv 3 2.2 4.2 

discharged 41 29.9 1.5 

remanded 30 21.9 0.6 

other 5 37 0.5 

total 137 100.0 100.0 

Figure 20-4: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Urban Distribution 

of Bastardy and 'Other' Offences 1828-1837 

Town Bastardy and Percent of Percent of All 
'Other' Bastardy and Offenders 
Offences 'Other' (7,763) 

Offences 
(106) 

Manchester 76 55.5 65.8 

Salford 4 2.9 2.4 

Burv 2 1.5 22 

Bolton 13 9.5 6 1 

Ashton 0 0.0 3.5 

Oldham 3 2.2 3.2 

Rochdale 3 2.2 0.9 

Sootland 2 1 5 08 

W ardleworth 3 2.2 1.4 

Heaton 0 0.0 1.0 

total 106 77.5 87.3 
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Figure 20-5: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Age Groupings 

of Bastardy and 'Other' Offenders 1835-1837 

Age Grouping Male Female Total Percent of Percent of All 
Bastardy and Bastardy and Offenders 

'Other' 'Other' Offenders Identified by 
Offenders Identified by Ages (2,552) 

Ages (65) 

9 to 14 vears 3 0 3 4.6 5.0 

15 to 19 years 4 1 5 7.7 27.7 

20 to 24 vears 10 4 14 21.5 26.4 

25 to 29 vears 5 6 11 16.9 12.7 

30 to 34 vea rs 2 3 5 7.7 7.8 

35 to 39 vears 4 5 9 13.9 7.1 

40 to 44 vears 3 3 6 9.2 4.5 

45 to 49 vears 4 2 6 9.2 3.7 

50 to 54 vears 3 0 3 4.6 2.2 

55 to 59 vears 1 0 I 1.6 1.6 

60 to 64 years 0 0 0 0.0 0.9 

65 to 71 vears 2 0 2 3.1 0.4 

Total 41 24 65 100.0 100.0 

Figure 20-6: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Comparisons 

Age Groupings of Bastardy and 'Other' Offenders 1835-1837 
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Drunkenness and Stealing From a Master 

There were two additional offences which were not included in previous 

categories of general offences but emerged during assessments - stealing from a master 

and drunkenness. These were of consequence in examining offences tried at the 

Salford Hundred quarter sessions. 

The aggravating circumstance of stealing from a master was included in the 

wording of indictments as an indication to magistrates that such larcenies were 

regarded as serious offences against property, and under Peel's consolidation acts 

were punishable by transportation. Between 1828 and 1837 there were 337 

indictments at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions for stealing from a master - 247 

against males and ninety against females. Magistrate Norris regularly told grand 

juries that it occurred with unacceptable frequency, that it was a 'class of offence' 

which was a 'continuous problem' and that the involvement of women was 

increasing to the extent that female offenders 'were at least one quarter of the 

whole'. 42 

His observations about the participation of women was correct. Of all 

indictments for stealing property from a master, 26.7 percent were against females, a 

rate considerably higher than women's overall participation rate of20.2 percent. The 

involvement of women in criminal offences was probably a result of an increasing 

participation of women in the work force, especially in factories and cotton mills in 

the Salford Hundred where a lower rate of wages made female employment an 

attractive proposition for mill owners. 

Despite claiming that stealing from masters was a serious crime, Norris did 

not punish it with severity - sentences of transportation were given at half the rate of 

all offences. 

Drunkenness was a misdemeanour and was not tried at quarter sessions. It 

occurred with such frequency that contemporary observers commented about the 

'intoxicated and dissolute habits of the lower classes'.43 Clay complained that 

'people knew that the lower classes were very ignorant and very drunken; but the 

extent of their ignorance and drunkenness was as yet little dreamed of. 44 There was 

42 The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 30 October 1830; and The Manchester Courier and 
Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 11 January 1834, 1March1834 and 29 October 1836. 
43 The Manchester Couner and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 29 October 1831. See also 
Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 16. 
44 Clay, The Prison Chaplain, p. 124. 
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also a firm public conviction that drunkenness was a major cause of crime in the 

Salford Hundred. Regularly in addresses to grand juries Norris emphasised that 

'most offences have their origins in drunkenness'. 45 At the 4 July 1831 sessions he 

told the court: 

I have had frequent occasion to advert to the cases of criminality, I have found one very 

fruitful source of crime to be the intemperance of the lowest orders I am sorry that this 

crime is not diminishing; our streets present a frightful picture of intoxication, and our 

gaol is filled with persons who are brought there in a beastly state of drunkenness; and 

so long as the lower orders continue to indulge in that debasing practice, there will not 

be any decrease of crime, because it begets distress, and consequently leads to crime; 

therefore, in any point of view, drunkenness is a fruitful source of crime 46 

Women were afflicted as well as men. Jones estimated that about one third of 

arrests for drunkenness were of females under the age of thirty,47 and Norris said at 

the June 1836 sessions that he had 'no doubt that the source of crime' of many 

women was drunkenness and that 'drunkenness brought them here'. 48 When Robert 

Hindle inspected the New Bailey House of Correction in 1836 he reported that 

seventy of the 109 female prisoners 'admitted druclcenness as the cause of their being 

in prison'. 49 On the other hand there was a view that the misuse of alcohol 'was 

overstated' by contemporary observers, some excessively influenced by moral and 

religious values. 50 

45 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 11 January 1834. 
46 The Manchester Guardian and The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, 
Saturday 9 July 1831. 
47 Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', p. 164. 
48 The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 4 June 1836 
49 Central Library Manchester, Rules and Orders for the New Bayley Prison, and A Frankland, 
Sa/ford's Prison: An Account of the New Bailey Prison in 1836;from a Report in 1843 by Robert 
Hindle, 'The Expenditure of the County Palatine of Lancaster 1819-1842 ', Salford, Salford Local 
History Society, Prism Books, 1983, pp. 9-10, hereafter called Frankland, Sa/ford's Prison. 
50 Smelser argued that alcohol may have been used as a 'safety valve for factory workers deadened by 
long tedious labour', that drinking generally 'was not so extreme as to lead to a judgement of moral 
and psychological degeneration of a class' and that its destructive misuse was overstated, in Smelser, 
Social Chan!(e m the Industrial Revolutwn, pp 283-285. 
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Chapter Twenty-One 

Features of Outcomes of the Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

This chapter identifies some distinctive features which emerged during the 

examination of the outcomes of the Salford Hundred quarter sessions. In doing so it 

identifies characteristics of offenders and offences, compares the outcomes with 

Robson's statistical examination of offences in Britain and Ireland, and contrasts 

behaviour in the Salford Hundred with historiographical frameworks in Chapter Two. 

Some characteristics emerged from statistical evidence - eight out of ten 

offences involved larceny; four-fifths of offenders were male and one-fifth female; 

most offenders were young; nine out often came came from the Salford Hundred's 

urban-industrial townships; and one in five had been convicted before of a felony. 

The types of crimes committed by men and women were generally similar but there 

were differences in methods and quantities. Women had a greater involvement than 

men in stealing money, wearing apparel, cloth, receiving stolen goods and stealing 

from the person; men had a greater involvement in crimes of violence, street robberies 

and breaking and entering; women mostly stole property in small quantities; men 

stole larger amounts. In general the types of thefts and the quality of stolen 

property signified a widespread scavenging by thieves of small amounts of anything 

available whenever an opportunity arose. Most was taken in non-violent house 

robberies involving the poor stealing from other poor. 

Comparison with Robson's calculations 

Robson examined crime in Britain and Ireland in relation to the whole period 

of convict transportation; his calculations had a national application and included 

committals to assizes as well as quarter sessions. They were made in the context of 

varied forms of criminal activity in different social, economic and cultural 

circumstances over the whole period of transportation. On the other hand 

calculations in this thesis were made in relation to the distinctive conditions of an 

urban-industrial community in the Salford Hundred, and were limited to committals 

to quarter sessions between 1828 and 1837. Nevertheless there were sufficient 

similarities to permit useful and accurate comparisons as shown in Figures 21-1 and 

21-2. 
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Figure 21-1: Comparative Examination of Numbers of Male Offences1 

Robson's Groups Number Percent of Salford Hundred Groups Number Percent of 
6,131 6,197 

Prooerty offences: Prooerty offences: 

larcenv 2.117 34.5 stealing propertv. cloth. food 2 526 40 8 

burnlarv 907 14.8 breaking. entering_ shooliftim 165 2.7 

theft of animals 813 13.3 stealing livestock 236 3.8 

robberv 402 6.5 stealing monev 542 8.7 

theft of wearing annarel 379 6.2 stealing wearing aooarel 1.490 24.0 

receiving stolen goods 97 1.6 receiving knowing stolen 143 2.3 

robberv with violence 68 1.1 stealing from the person 431 6.9 

wilful destruction 49 0.8 machme breaking 3 0.1 

stealing bv a trick 41 0.7 stealing bv a trick 0 0.0 

forgerv 35 0.6 forgery 0 0.0 

embezzlement 34 0.5 false oretences embezzlement 222 3.6 

Poaching 23 0.4 Poaching 0 0.0 

4,965 81.0 5,758 92.9 

Public nature offences: Public nature offences: 

coimng. uttering 121 20 uttering counterfeit coin 106 1.7 

ribbonism etc 37 0.6 ribbonism etc 0 0.0 

riot 31 05 not 102 1.7 

treason sedition 17 0.3 treason sedition 0 0.0 

neriurv 14 0.2 neriurv 0 00 

sacrilege 11 02 sacrilege 0 0.0 

bigamv 10 0.1 bigamv 0 0.0 

smuirnling 4 0.1 smuirn'ling 0 0.0 

245 4.0 208 3.4 

Against the oerson: A!!:ainst the person: 

murder manslaughter 81 1 3 murder manslaughter 0 0.0 

assault 80 1.3 assault 139 2.2 

rane 25 04 attemnted rape 18 03 

kidnanning. abduction 9 0.1 attempted sodomv 2 0.1 

sexual offences 3 0.1 carnal knowledge 3 0.0 

indecent exposure 1 0.0 

198 3.2 163 2.6 

Militarv offences: 155 2.5 Militarv offences: 0 0.0 

Other offences: Other offences: 

theft habit. repute 94 1.6 bastardv 29 0.4 

vairrancv annear armed 44 0.7 brothel keening 24 0.4 

threats 12 0.2 social order offences 4 0.1 

150 2.5 57 0.9 

No response: 418 7.0 Unsoecified felony, Iarcenv: 11 0.2 

total: 6.131 100.0 total: 6.197 100.0 

1 Adapted from Table 4 ( e) in Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 179. 
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Figure 21-2: Comparative Examination of Numbers of Female Offences2 

Robson's Groups Number Percent of Salford Hundred Groups Number Percent of 
1,248 1,566 

Prooertv offences: Prooertv offences: -
larceny 587 47.0 stealinl!; propertv cloth food 458 29.3 
theft of wearing apparel 199 15.9 stealmg wearing aooarel 484 30 9 
robberv 67 54 stealing monev 187 11.9 
receiving stolen l!;oods 52 4.2 receiving knowing stolen 119 7.6 
theft of animals 46 3.7 steahng livestock 2 0 1 
burglarv housebreaking 40 3.2 breakmg. entering. shooliftmi 2 0.1 
wilful destruction 27 2.2 wilful destruction 0 0.0 
robberv with violence 14 1.1 steahng from the oerson 202 12.9 
forgerv 5 04 forgerv 0 00 
stealing bv a trick 3 0.2 stealing bv a trick 0 0.0 

embezzlement 2 0.2 false oretences. embezzlement 17 1.1 

1.042 83.5 1471 93.9 

Public nature offences: Public nature offences: 

coining uttering 23 1.8 uttering counterfeit coins 50 3.2 
Periurv 2 0.2 periurv 0 0.0 
other 0 00 other 0 0.0 

25 2.0 50 3.2 

A2ainst the person: A2ainst the oerson: 

murder manslaughter 10 0.8 murder manslaughter 0 0.0 
assault 4 0.3 assault. riot 3 0.2 
aidmg and abetting raoe 1 0.1 aidin!! and abettmg rape 0 0.0 

15 1.2 3 0.2 

Other offences: Other offences: 

theft habit reoute 39 3.1 social order offences 6 0.4 
vagrancv. appearing armed 17 1.4 brothel keeoin!! 34 2.2 

56 4.5 40 2.6 

No resoonse: 110 8.8 Unsoecified felonv larcenv: 2 0.1 
110 8.8 2 0.1 

Total: 1 248 100.0 Total: 1,566 100.0 

There were distinctive differences in the numbers of committals for some 

offences such as the theft of animals in which Robson's rate was four times that of 

the Salford Hundred (probably due to poaching), wearing apparel which was stolen 

in the Salford Hundred at more than twice Robson's rate and embezzling committed 

at about seven times. However when taken as a whole, Robson's calculations and 

those of the outcomes of the Salford Hundred quarter sessions were remarkably 

similar. For example when the numbers oflarceny, burglary, robbery and robbery 

with violence were combined, the totals were close - 56.9 percent of Robson's male 

2 Adapted from Table 4 (o) in Robson, The Convict Settlers ~f Australia, p. 187. 
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offenders to 59 .1 percent of males in the Salford Hundred; and 56. 7 percent of 

Robson's female offenders to 54.1 percent of females in the Salford Hundred. 

Comparison with historiographical features 

A characteristic of larcenies in the Salford Hundred was the frequent stealing 

of single items or small quantities of property. This supported Robson's, Shaw's, 

Clark's and Cockburn's views that a great amount of criminal activity was 'simple 

minor theft' committed by 'perennially petty thieves ... addicted to pilfering of 

every description'. 3 It also supported Nicholas' s, Shergold' s and Reid's 

propositions that such behaviour did not absolutely point to habitual criminality but 

simply illustrated that offenders were ordinary working men and women who 

occasionally committed opportunity crime, often as a result of adverse economic and 

social circumstances. 4 

In the Salford Hundred some offenders were clearly 'occasional' thieves who 

stole impulsively when tempted5 or stole to relieve want. 6 Some stole for self 

indulgence like Ellen Reece who took her mistress's gown. 7 Some who were poor 

stole from other poor such as Fanny Burgess a washerwoman from Ireland8 who 

stole a bonnet from Ann Port a 'poor old woman'. Others like Anne Scholes stole 

3 A Shaw, 'The Convict Question, 1966 and 1998', in Tasmanian Historical Studies, Volume Six, 
Number 2, 1999, pp. 6 and 10, hereafter called Shaw, 'The Convict Question'; Robson, The Convict 
Settlers of Australia, pp. 18, 25 and 40; Clark, 'The Origin of Convicts Part 1 ', pp 125 and 131-
132; Clark, 'The Origin of Convicts Part 2', pp. 313-314 and 325-327; and Cockburn, Cnme in 
En!(land, p. 28. 
4 Nicholas, Convict Workers, pp 3-5 and 59-60; and Reid, 'The Convict Women of Van Diemen's 
Land', pp. 7-35. See also Tobias, Cnme and Industrial Society, pp. 141 and 52. 
5 Wood, 'Convicts', pp. 180-199; and S Nicholas and P Shergold, 'Transportation as Global 
Migration', in Nicholas and Shergold, Convict Workers, p. 3 8. According to Emsley a major reason 
for temptation was the increasing availability of moveable attractive property which provided 
opportunity for easy theft, in Emsley, Crime and Society in En!(land, p. 244. 
6 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 80. 
7 PRO Lancashire, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 4 July 1831. Ellen Reece was sentenced to 
one month's imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
8 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 21 January 1828; and The Manchester Courier 
and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 26 January, 1828 For breaking into a dwelling house 
and stealing a bonnet and a cap, Fanny Burgess was sentenced to transportation for life, and sailed to 
Van Diemen's Land in the Borneo in May 1828 PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, 
Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/1, 141 Fanny Burgess, Borneo, 8 October 1828. Burgess was a house 
servant, washerwoman and servant of all work from Lisburn, Ireland. Her conduct in gaol was bad 
and in the ship unknown She had been convicted before five times: in April 1818 for stealing a shift 
and imprisoned for six months; in July 1822 for stealing two blankets and imprisoned for twelve 
months; in January 1819 for stealing a carpet and imprisoned for two years; and in May 1821 and 
May 1824 imprisoned 'two years for I cannot tell what for'. She said her crimes were caused 'all 
entirely for drink'. At quarter sessions she was described by Magistrate Norris as 'incorrigible and 
deserving of the severe sentence of transportation'. In Van Diemen's Land she committed 56 offences 
against colonial regulations including 36 for drunkenness and 10 for absence. She was granted a 
ticket ofleave in 1845 and was accidentally killed at Swanport on 3 December 1847. 
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because they were drunkards. 9 There were many complex reasons for theft but in 

most cases of larceny in the Salford Hundred the circumstances of crimes, offenders' 

criminal histories and evidence given during trials indicated that thieving however 

minor or occasional was committed with deliberate intent knowing it was unlawful. 

A characteristic of larceny in the Salford Hundred was that much stolen 

property was inferior in quality, commonplace and cheap such as Ann Stockton's 

gravy spoon. 10 Some were trivia but useful and because of that usefulness could be 

sold and the few coins obtained often meant survival for another day. When 

commenting on this sort of larceny by ordinary working-class men and women, 

Robson wrote that 'stealing was a way of life and a source of income'. 11 This was 

true of much petty thieving in the Salford Hundred. Stealing small amounts of 

seemingly worthless property depended on the existence of local informal 

community markets where the poor illicitly exchanged, traded, bought, sold and 

pledged odd pieces of clothing and small quantities of cheap familiar useful chattels. 12 

This trading in inferior stolen property was unlawful but was used by ordinary 

working-class people as a means of survival. It was not opportunistic but deliberate, 

frequent and institutionalised. 

Other cases oflarceny involved large quantities of valuable property taken 

during planned, organised and skilfully executed robberies by professional or habitual 

criminals sometimes working in gangs. The Molesworth committee described them 

as 'regular offenders who lived by crime and could only be restrained from crime by 

fear'.13 

A third characteristic of larceny in the Salford Hundred was that some 

offenders committed 'persistent and repeated small thefts', 14 accumulating stolen 

property to the extent that the total of their many lesser crimes became a major 

9 PRO Lancashire, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 9 January 1837. For receiving thirty-six 
yards of stolen gingham cloth and two bonnets, Ann Scholes was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in theP/atina in April 1837. PRO London HO 11; 
and AOT, Con 19 and Con 40/1, 326 Ann Scholes, Platina, 22 October 1837 Scholes was a house 
servant from Prestwich. She had been convicted before eleven times· stealing a bonnet and 
imprisoned for six months; and drunkenness eight to ten times. Her conduct in gaol was very bad 
and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land she committed 3 offences against colonial 
regulations for being out after hours and absent. During servitude she was punished with 3 months' 
hard labour and 3 days in solitary confinement. She was granted a free certificate in 1847. 
10 PRO Lancashire, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 22 May 1837. For stealing one gravy 
spoon, Ann Stockton was sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. 
11 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p 13 
12 Roberts, The Classic Slum. 
13 Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth), pp. xix-xx. 
14 Shaw, 'The Convict Question', p. 6. 
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crime. For six years William Brimelow regularly stole small pieces of cloth from his 

master's dyeing works, eventually accumulating 'a caravan load', a quantity judged 

by Magistrate Norris to be sufficiently large to justify a sentence of fourteen years' 

transportation. 15 

Betsey Hayes a cotton reeler stole 'bits of waste' usually 'a handful or two at 

a time' which she carried home 'in her pockets or in her breast'. When constables 

searched her house 'a large quantity of cotton goods was found - about £6 worth- so 

much it had to be carried away by police officers in a blanket'. 16 When all criminal 

circumstances were taken into account, larceny of small or seemingly valueless 

property was not necessarily punished out of proportion to the offence recorded in 

the indictment, and did not indicate that all ordinary working men and women who 

appeared at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions were forced into occasional or 

opportunity crime by their social and economic circumstances. In many cases, 

offences were wilful acts of greed. 

Though Wood described convicted felons as being 'innocent victims', 

'children of misfortune' rather than 'children of crime' 11 and Nicholas and Shergold 

called them 'ordinary British and Irish working class men and women',18 some Salford 

Hundred offenders were 'hardened criminals' 19 who committed deliberate acts of 

frightening brutality. Edward Heaton and Edward Oldham for example stalked, beat 

and robbed John Burgess in Great Ancoats Street;20 and John MacCartley bludgeoned 

and robbed Thomas Minton in a street near Deansgate. 21 

Many historians have argued that the general description of female offenders 

as unmanageable, depraved and unrepentant whores was flawed. 22 Nevertheless at 

the Salford Hundred quarter sessions there were hardened women criminals with 

'little to recommend them'.23 Some were unmistakable examples of the 'damned

whore stereotype'. Sarah Smith, Rosannah Chapman, Violet Welsh and Caroline 

15 For William Brimelow's history see Chapter Twelve, p. 163. 
16 PRO Lancashire, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 27 February 1837, and The Manchester 
Guardian, Saturday 4 March 1837. For a report of the evidence given in court about Betsey Hayes's 
offence see Chapter Twelve, pp. 165-166. 
17 Wood, 'Convicts', pp 180-199. 
18 Nicholas, Convict Workers, pp. 59-60. 
19 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p 50. 
2° For Edward Heaton's and Edward Oldham's histories see Chapter Thirteen, pp. 171-172. 
21 For John MacCartley's history see Chapter Thirteen, pp. 182-183. 
22 Reid, 'The Convict Women of Van Diemen's Land', pp. 21-23, Oxley, Convict Maids; Robinson, 
The Women of Botany Bay, p 5; Nicholas, Convict Workers, p. 85; and Sturma, 'Eye of the 
Beholder', p. 6 See also Clark, 'The Origins of Convicts Part 1 ',pp 124-133; Clark, 'The Origins 
of Convicts Part 2', p. 327; and Parliamentary Papers, June 1812 Report (Holford), p. 12. 
23 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 145. 
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Buxton 'dragged' Mr Hodgetts into a dark passage near Old Bridge, Salford, and there 

assaulted and robbed him~24 and Jane Howard and Mary Ann Woolly25 took Stephen 

Dempsey to a brothel in Parliament Street, stole his money, beat him and threw him 

out the brothel window into the street. The manner of these offences did not 

support the idea of convicted women as innocent victims. 

Women have also been defined as 'victims of coercion'. 26 Some Salford 

Hundred women like Elizabeth Coyle were compelled by men to commit crime27 but 

others chose their criminal lives. Ellen Reece was independent for most of her life in 

Manchester. She said 'when I left home (I) did not mean to work any more at all ... 

and wished to be [my] own mistress, and therefore must steal to maintain myself. 28 

Her long history of independent criminal activity demonstrated that in some 

circumstances in the Salford Hundred there were opportunities for women to make 

their own choices about involvement in crime. 

Summers's proposition that women under the age of forty-five were 

specifically selected for transportation as 'sexual objects for male use' or were 

sentenced to transportation to provide numbers when there was a shortfal129 was not 

demonstrated by evidence at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions or in comments by 

magistrates or in newspaper reports. Between 1828 and 1837 Salford Hundred 

women were less likely to be sentenced to transportation than men - 20.2 percent of 

committals to Salford Hundred quarter sessions were women but only 14.4 percent 

of those sentenced to transportation were women. 

It was not evident from the outcomes of trials in the Salford Hundred that 

women younger than forty-five were specially selected for transportation. Of 559 

females committed to trial at quarter sessions between 1835 and 1837, 89.8 percent 

were under the age of forty-five. Of the sixty-four sentenced to transportation in the 

24 For the histories of Sarah Smith, Rosannah Chapman, Violet Welsh and Caroline Buxton see 
Chapter Thirteen, pp 184-185. 
25 For the histories ofJane Howard and Mary Woolley see Chapter Thirteen, p 191. 
26 For a summary of attitudes to women's criminal condition see Reid, 'The Convict Women of Van 
Diemen's Land', pp. 21-35. 
27 PRO Lancashire, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 20 July 1829; Wheeler's Manchester 
Chronicle and The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 25 July 1829. For Elizabeth Coyle' s trial see 
Chapter Ten, pp 122-123. 
28 Chadwick Papers statement ofE Reece, quoted in Tobias, Nineteenth-Century Crime, p. 61. In 
1827 at the age of thirteen Ellen Reece became a prostitute and shoplifter, a course of life she 
followed until transported to New South Wales in 1837. Her father was an 'honest and industrious' 
slapdasher, her mother 'honest, virtuous, industrious, sober', the family attended church regularly and 
Ellen was educated for eight years in sunday school and at the independent and national schools 
where she paid one penny a week to be taught to 'read well and write tolerably'. 
29 Summers, Damned Whores and God's Police, pp. 314 and 332. See also Dixson, The Real 
Matilda, pp. 119-122. 
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same period, 92.2 percent were under the age of forty-five. This is a marginal 

difference of 2.4 percent in a sample so small that no definitive conclusion can be 

drawn other than that generally women under forty-five were sentenced to 

transportation in almost the same proportion as they were committed to trial. 

However the age group 20-24 had a high rate of transportation .. This could support 

Summers's argument that young women were specifically selected 'to keep men 

quiescent' in the penal colonies,30 but it is more likely that they were chosen because 

they were more suited to the rigours of the voyage. The age groupings of females 

committed to trial at quarter sessions and sentenced to transportation are given in 

Figure 21-3. 

Figure 21-3: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Age Groupings 

of Female Committals 1835-183731 

Age Grouping Female Percent of 559 Females Percent of 64 
Committals Female Sentenced to Females 

Committals Transportation Sentenced to 
Transportation 

9 to 14 vears 9 1.6 0 0.0 

15 to 19 vears 126 22 5 12 18 8 

20 to 24 vears 147 26.3 26 40.6 

25 to 29 vears 91 16.3 10 15.6 

30 to 34 vears 54 97 4 6.3 

35 to 39 vears 39 70 5 7.8 

40 to 44 vears 36 6.4 2 3.1 

45 to 49 vears 25 4.5 3 4.7 

50 to 54 vears 16 2.9 1 1.6 

55 to 59 vears 10 1.8 1 1.6 

60 to 64 vears 3 0.5 0 0.0 

65 to 71 vears 3 0.5 0 0.0 

total 559 100.0 64 100.0 

An examination of occupations of offenders tried and sentenced at the Salford 

Hundred quarter sessions was not possible because indictments, gaol reports and 

hulk records did not include histories of employment. As a result there was no 

opportunity to determine if workers were selected for transportation because of their 

useful work skills.32 However there was evidence of a relationship between 

unemployment and crime. During economic downturns in the cotton industry when 

30 Summers, Damned Whores and God's Police, pp. 314 and 332; Dixson, The Real Matilda, pp. 
119-122. This theme was also expressed in Rees, The FloatinK Brothel. 
31 Ages were included in indictments in pre-trial indictments between 1835 and 1837 and not in post
trial indictments between 1828 and 1834. 
32 Nicholas, Convict Workers; S Nicholas and D Oxley, 'The Living Standards of Women During the 
Industrial Revolution', in Economic History revzew, Volume 46, Number 4, 1993, pp. 729-730; and 
Dyster, Beyond Convict Workers, pp 6-8 
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working men and women lost their jobs, Magistrate Norris told quarter sessions that 

'crime increased', there were 'more felonies' and 'want of employment (was) one 

great source of crime'. 33 For example in June 183 7 during a recession in the cotton 

industry 27 percent of skilled tradesmen were unemployed, 70 percent were on a 

shortened working week and 60 percent of unskilled labourers were jobless. 34 These 

were times when craftsmen, mechanics and trained mill workers were likely to appear 

at quarter sessions with the unskilled, and some just as likely to be sentenced to 

transportation. On the other hand Norris also pointed out that when there was 

economic growth 'the working class was fully employed, the number of prisoners 

fell' 35 and as a result fewer skilled artisans and mechanics appeared at quarter 

sessions. Norris also told the courts that regardless of economic circumstances many 

people avoided work and that these were the people most likely to commit crime. 

At the 21April1828 sessions he told the grand jury: 

It is true, however, that there are many who will not work, although they are petfectly 

able, and although plenty of employment be provided for them. They become idle and 

incorrigible and trust in a livelihood to their success in crime.36 

In 1836 and 1837 Norris again commented that offenders might obtain 

employment 'if they had in mind to work', that in many cases it was not 'want of 

employment that so many felonies were committed'.37 This culture of work 

avoidance was one of many characteristics of offenders which Norris claimed he had 

observed at quarter sessions. His observations were contemporary, persistent, given 

with authority in a public institution and as a consequence were reliable. 

The outcomes of the Salford Hundred quarter sessions supported a number of 

propositions made in historical structures but failed to support others. Quantitative 

assessments showed a remarkable similarity to Robson's national statistical 

calculations; qualitative evaluations were similar in many respects to the views of 

Shaw, Robson and Clark. Though historiographical structures emphasised the 

complex and differing features of crime and criminality, in general at the Salford 

Hundred quarter sessions between 1828 and 1837 the behaviour of the bulk of 

offenders in the Salford Hundred was not symptomatic of hardened criminals, and 

33 The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 30 October 1830, The Manchester Courier and Lancashire 
Genera/Advertiser, Saturday 15January1831; 29 October 1831and6 and 13September1834. 
34 Kidd, Manchester, pp. 42-43 
35 The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 26 April 1828; and The Manchester Courier and Lancashire 
General Advertiser, Saturday 6 September and 13 September 1834 
36 The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 26 April 1828. 
37 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 16 April 183 6, 9 September 
1836 and 14 January 1837. 
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did not indicate a criminally-organised society with unlawful activity arranged within 

its structure to such a degree that it obstructed social progress or slowed economic 

and commercial advancement. What the examination did show was that there were 

two distinct groups of offenders - opportunity offenders and habitual lawbreakers. 

The first group consisted of ordinary working class men and women who 

stole 'under impulse' or because of 'an irresistible temptation' 38 usually as a result of 

want or desperation brought about by the degraded social and economic 

circumstances in which they lived.39 According to Arthur, such British working-class 

offenders were mostly victims of circumstance rather than 'perversely wicked' .40 In 

the Salford Hundred they were often punished with imprisonment but not sentenced 

to severe penalties or transported. 

The second group consisted of hardened professional criminals who had 

extensive criminal histories or had committed serious felonies - highway and street 

robberies, burglaries, housebreakings, violent offences against the person, receiving 

stolen property and embezzling or stealing large amounts of money or property. 

They persistently committed unlawful acts which clearly identified them to 

magistrates as 'incorrigible'. These were the worst-behaved offenders who appeared 

at quarter sessions and were specifically selected for transportation because·oftheir 

criminality. Of7,763 people committed to trial at the Salford Hundred quarter 

sessions between 1828 and 1837, the judicial system eliminated 6,035 from the 

transportation system, identified 1,728 (22.3 percent) as criminals deserving of 

severe punishment and sentenced them to transportation. 

During this examination of outcomes of the Salford Hundred quarter sessions 

it became clear from both quantitative and qualitative assessments that there was an 

unmistakable association between the worst-behaved criminals, consistent re

offending, serious crimes and sentencing to transportation. The influence of this 

previous criminal misbehaviour on degrees of sentencing is examined in the next 

chapter. 

38 Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth), pp xix-xx; Tobias, Crime and 
Industrial Society, p. 56; and R Hughes, The Fatal Shore: A History of the Transportation of 
Convicts to Australia 1787-1868, London, Collins Harvill, 1987, p. 162, hereafter called Hughes, 
The Fatal Shore. 
39 S Nicholas and P Shergold, 'Unshackling the Past', in Nicholas, Convict Workers; pp. 3-5; S 
Nicholas and P Shergold, 'Convicts as Migrants', in Nicholas, Convict Workers, pp. 59-60; Tobias, 
Crime and Industrial Society, p. 141; and W Morrison, Crime and Its Causes, 1891, pp. 141-142, 
quoted in Tobias, Crime and Industrial Society, p. 52 
40 Arthur, D(!fence ~f Transportation, p 61. 
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Chapter Twenty-Two 

The Influence of Criminal Histories on Sentencing 

Sentencing to transportation at Salford Hundred quarter sessions was decided 

primarily by offenders' previous criminal behaviour. 1 Histories of criminal conduct 

came in three forms: from records in magistrates' books; by the inclusion in the 

indictment of the charge of having been convicted before of felony; and from 

character references given to magistrates by parish constables and watchmen. 

Courts had ready access to the previous criminal records of a large number of 

Salford Hundred offenders. At the 21January1828 sessions before sentencing Mary 

Archer for receiving stolen leather skins Magistrate Norris 'referred to the Black 

Books ' 2 and found that she had been convicted and imprisoned for three felonies in 

1822, 1824 and 1827, a history which influenced his decision to sentence her to 

fourteen years' transportation.3 At the 20 July 1829 sessions Joseph Pollitt was 

found 'to have a bad account of his previous conduct in the Chairman's Book' and as 

a result Norris concluded that he was 'irreclaimable' and sentenced him to fourteen 

years' transportation. 4 James Robinson who was caught picking pockets in a crowd 

at a political gathering in Manchester 'bore a dreadful character, having been several 

times convicted before, and he was therefore sentenced to be transported for life'. 5 

James Taylor was the forty-fourth offender to appear before Norris at the 24 

October 1831 sessions. 

Taylor a little lad of just eleven years of age, pleaded guilty to stealing fifteen shillings 

from a till. It appeared that though young in years, this prisoner was old in crime, and 

accustomed to the various punishments for young offenders He had been twice 

committed for short periods for frequenting the streets with intent to pick pockets, and 

had besides been thrice convicted and each time imprisoned a month, with the addition 

1 Contemporary observers commented on the high rates of re-offending. Neale calculated that 
offenders 'have generally been twice before summarily convicted', and William Hepworth Dixon said 
that the average period for a career in crime in England before sentencing to transportation was about 
six years during which time the offender was gaoled three to four times Neale, Juvenile Delinquency 
in Manchester, p. 23, and Dixon, The London Prisons, p 23 
2 Magistrates usually checked court records for previous offences Sometimes there were no entries -
at the 18 January 1830 sessions when James Wehby was tried for breaking and entering a house in 
Crumpsall, Magistrate James Norris could 'find no account of W ebby in his book'. For Web by' s 
history see Chapter Ten, pp 118-119 
3 For Mary Archer's history see Chapter Fifteen, p. 208 
4 PRO Lancashire, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 20 July 1829; and The Manchester 
Guardian Saturday 25 July 1829. For stealing a horse collar and saddle, Joseph Pollitt was 
sentenced to fourteen years' transportation. For Pollitt's history see Chapter Nineteen, p. 257. 
5 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 16 April 1831. For James 
Robinson's history and the circumstances of his offences see Chapter Thirteen, pp. 175-176. 
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of whippings and solitary imprisonment. The chairman [Magistrate James Norris] said 

he hardly knew what punishment to give; he feared that young as the prisoner was, there 

was no keeping him honest. He would, however, give him one more trial in this 

country 6 

Norris's warning indicated that regardless of the criminality of his next 

offence, Taylor would be sentenced to transportation because of past misconduct. 

Previous criminal activities were constant matters for judicial consideration 

during trials at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions though often the full extent of 

misbehaviour was unknown. When Ellen Reece appeared at the 3 July 1837 sessions 

for stealing money from the person, the court was aware that she had been convicted 

four times for felonies but was not aware of other undisclosed imprisonment. 

She had been caught more times than she could remember. Thinks been in gaol about 

fourteen times and once in Liverpool. Dare say she has been let off twenty times 

because nothing found on her. 7 

A major indication of misconduct was the inclusion in indictments of the 

additional charge 'of having before this time been convicted of a felony'. In these 

cases when off enders were found guilty the law required magistrates to punish them 

severely. Norris's view was that they should be transported. 

Mr Peel's act has provided a simple and effective remedy for this increasing evil; for 

when a prisoner is convicted a second time, he is now liable to be transported for life. 

When, therefore, an incorrigible and hardened offender comes before the court, we shall 

certainly feel it our duty to send him out of the country 8 

In 1831, 1832 and 1834, Norris publicly described re-offenders as 

'incorrigible and hardened' criminals who could not be deterred from crime by 

imprisonment in England. 'When they left prison' he said, 'they were warned that 

next time could be transportation for life, and this has had no effect'. 9 There were 

three examples. James Jackson10 confessed that 'I have been in prison so often I 

cannot tell how many times'; James Windle11 had been convicted and imprisoned for 

stealing tools and sentenced to death for rape; and John Hughes had been imprisoned 

6 PRO Lancashire, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 24 October 1831; and The Manchester 
Guardian, Saturday 29 October 1831. For stealing 15/-, James Taylor was sentenced to three 
months' imprisonment with hard labour, the last seven days to be in solitary confinement and to be 
once whipped 
7 Chadwick Papers statement ofE Reece, quoted in Tobias, Nineteenth-Century Cnme, pp. 62-63. 
For Ellen Reece's history see Chapter Nine, p. 89. 
8 PRO Lancashire, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 21 January 1828, and The Manchester 
Guardian, Saturday 26 January 1828. 
9 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 29 October 1831 and 11 
January 1834; and The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 14 January 1832 
1° For James Jackson's history see Chapter Fourteen, p. 200. 
11 For James Windle's history see Chapter Ten, p. 131. 
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at least ten times and flogged. 12 All were sentenced to transportation, the main factor 

affecting the degree of sentencing being their criminal histories. 

In previous examinations of general offences there was clear evidence of a 

direct link between sentencing to transportation and the compounding offence of 

having been convicted before of a felony. This was confinned by an examination of 

all 5,209 offenders committed to quarter sessions between 1828 and 1834. Of this 

group, 1, 13 9 had been convicted before of a felony. 13 

Figure 22-1 shows grouped sentencing of these offenders and Figure 22-2 

their specific sentencing. Calculations in Figures 22-3 and 22-4 show that they were 

sentenced to transportation at almost three times the rate of all offenders. 

Figure 22-1: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Grouped Sentencing 

Convicted Before of a Felony 1828-1834 

Sentence Male Female Total Percent of Percent of All 
Convicted Offenders 

Before (1,139) (7,763) 

transoortation for 7 vears 288 52 340 29.9 14 2 

transportation for 14 vears 232 47 279 24.5 6.4 

transoortation for life 80 7 87 7.6 1.7 

imorisoned 7 months to 3 vears 54 23 77 6.8 8.6 

imnrisoned 5 weeks to 6 months 273 59 332 29.1 48.0 

imorisoned 1 dav to 1 month 17 6 23 2.0 14.3 

not !miltv 0 0 0 0.0 4.2 

discharged 0 0 0 0.0 1.5 

remanded (to assizes) 1 0 1 0 1 0.6 

other 0 0 0 0.0 0.5 

total 945 194 1.139 100.0 100.0 

12 PRO Lancashire, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 7 July 1834, and The Manchester Courier 
and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 12 July 1834. For stealing a silk handkerchief from 
the person, John Hughes was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, 
Euryalus, from 14 September 1834 to 7 May 1835, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Norfolk 
(4) in May 1835 PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT, Con 18, Con 23 and 
Con 31/21, 1953 John Hughes, Norfolk (4), 28 August 1835. Hughes was an eleven-year-old 
labouring boy from Manchester. He had been convicted before at least ten times· stealing a book and 
imprisoned for seven days, stealing a necklace and imprisoned for a month; stealing handkerchiefs 
three or four times and imprisoned for three months and flogged, and four times for vagrancy. His 
conduct in gaol, in the hulk and in the ship was bad. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 26 
offences against colonial regulations, 27 at Point Puer including 7 for absence and 8 for misconduct, 
one of them 'ill-treating and threatening another boy for having exposed irregularities'. In 1840 he 
was tried at quarter sessions for an unnamed felony and was sentenced to 1 additional year. During 
servitude he was punished with 1 additional year, 94 days in solitary confinement and 68 lashes. He 
was granted a free certificate in 1842. 
13 The compounding offence of having been convicted before of a felony was included in post-trial 
indictments between 1828 and 1834 and not in pre-trial indictments between 1835 and 1837 
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Figure 22-2: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Specific Sentencing 

Convicted Before of a Felony 1828-1834 

Sentence Male Female Total Percent of Percent of All 
Convicted Offenders 

Before (1,139) (7,763) 

transoortation for 7 vears 288 52 340 29 9 14 2 

transportation for 14 vears 232 47 279 24.5 6.4 

transoortation for life 80 7 87 7.6 1.7 

imprisoned for 3 vears 0 1 1 0.1 0.0 

imorisoned for 2 vears 2 3 5 0.4 0.9 

imprisoned for 18 months 0 0 0 0.0 0.4 

imprisoned for 14 months 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 

imorisoned for 1 vear 46 19 65 5.7 6.7 

imorisoned for 9 months 6 0 6 0.5 0.7 

imorisoned for 8 months 0 0 0 0.0 00 

imorisoned for 6 months 149 38 187 16.4 15.8 

imorisoned for 5 months 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 

imorisoned for 4 months 28 9 37 3.3 6.8 

imorisoned for 3 months 78 11 89 7.8 16.1 

imorisoned for 2 months 18 1 19 17 8.9 

imorisoned for 6 weeks 0 0 0 0.0 0.3 

imprisoned for 1 month 9 5 14 1.2 9.5 

imorisoned for 3 weeks 1 0 1 0.1 0.0 

imprisoned for 14 davs 6 1 7 0.6 3.8 

imorisoned for 10 davs 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 

imorisoned for 7 davs 0 0 0 0.0 0.7 

imorisoned for 1 to 6 davs 1 0 1 0.1 0.3 

not guiltv 0 0 0 0.0 4.2 

discharged admitted evidence 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 

discharged no bill 0 0 0 0.0 0.1 

discharned bill cut 0 0 0 0.0 05 

discharged no orosecution 0 0 0 0.0 08 

discharrzed before acauitted 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 

remanded to assizes 1 0 1 0.1 0.0 

remanded sick or insane 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 

remanded witness sick/insane 0 0 0 0.0 0 1 

remanded next sessions 0 0 0 0.0 0.1 

remanded until sureties found 0 0 0 0.0 0.4 

remanded until HM's oleasure 0 0 0 0.0 00 

indicted for felonv 0 0 0 0.0 0.1 

indicted for misdemeanour 0 0 0 0.0 0.1 

resoited to next sessions 0 0 0 0.0 0.1 

bailed 0 0 0 00 0.0 

fined 0 0 0 0.0 0.1 

traversed to next sessions 0 0 0 0.0 0.1 

committed for want of sureties 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 

recognizance to annear 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 

total 945 194 1139 100.0 100.0 
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Figure 22-3: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Sentencing Comparison 

Convicted Before of a Felony 1828-1834 

Sentence Male Female Total Percent of Percent of All 
Convicted Offenders 

Before (1,139) (7,763) 

transoortation 600 106 706 62.0 22.3 

imorisonment 344 88 432 37.9 71.0 

other findin!!s 1 0 1 0.1 6.7 

total 945 194 1.139 100.0 100.0 

Figure 22-4: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Sentencing Comparison 

Convicted Before of a Felony 1828-1834 

Comparison of Sentencing - Convicted Before 

All Offenders Convicted Before 

Transportation • Imprisonment • Other Findings 

There was a second factor which emphasised the dominant influence of 

criminal histories on sentencing. Combined indictments occurred when two or more 

offenders were tried together on one indictment for the same offence. For example at 

the 19 July 1830 sessions William Adams and William Hampson were jointly tried 

for larceny. Adams who had been convicted before was sentenced to transportation; 

Hampson who had not been convicted before was imprisoned for a short term. 

57 William Adams and 58 William Hampson. Guilty of stealing at Manchester one basin and 
£5 the property of Margaret Elliott; and Adams having before that time been convicted of 
felony . Adams transported for 7 years; and Hampson remanded for 2 months 

Between 1828 and 1834 there were 217 combined indictments involving 511 

offenders of whom 300 had been convicted before. Figure 22-5 gives their specific 

sentences and demonstrates a pattern of sentencing in which those with a history of 

previous convictions were punished more severely than those not convicted before. 
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Figure 22-5: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Sentencing of Combined Indictments 

Convicted Before of a Felony 1828-1834 

Sentence Convicted Not 
Before Convicted 

Before 

transportation for 7 vears 83 49 

transportation for 14 vears 109 9 

transportation for life 41 2 

imprisonment for 2 vears 1 1 

imprisonment for 18 months 0 I 

imorisonment for 12 months 13 16 

imprisonment for 9 months 2 4 

imprisonment for 6 months 28 44 

imorisonment for 4 months 6 5 

imorisonment for 3 months 12 32 

imprisonment for 2 months 4 18 

imorisonment for 1 month 0 17 

imorisonment for 14 davs 0 9 

imprisonment for 10 davs 1 1 

imorisonment for 7 davs 0 3 

total 300 211 

There were another 5 83 offenders who were sentenced to transportation 

though they had not been convicted before. There were reasons for this severe 

punishment- some of their offences involved the larceny of large quantities of 

property which attracted proportionately large sentences, and others were 

compounded by aggravating circumstances such as street and highway robberies, 

burglary, breaking and entering, violence, assault with intent to rob, breaking 

machinery, receiving stolen property and 'privately' stealing from the person. These 

were felonies which obliged magistrates to sentence with severity in accordance with 

Peel's consolidation acts of 1827 and 1828 regardless of previous behaviour. 

A third indication of the influence of criminal histories on sentencing was 

watchmen's and parish constables' reports. Often after evidence had been taken at 

trials, magistrates asked constables to give an account of the characters of offenders. 

These opinions had significant influence on judicial decisions. Edward Johnson, 

William Whalley and William Travis were indicted for breaking into Betty Oldham's 

'Railroad Tavern' in Cross Lane, Salford, at midnight on 1 June 1829 and stealing 

property. 14 Johnson 'received a very bad character' from James Diggles the Salford 

head watchman and as a result was sentenced to transportation. Johnson's two 

14 For Edward Johnson's history see Chapter Sixteen, p. 221 
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accomplices 'not being known to the police, were sentenced to be imprisoned for six 

months each'. When James Harrison and John Blackburn were charged with assault 

with intent to rob, Constable Chadwick of Oldham gave both prisoners 'the very 

worst of characters'. Norris told the court that 'they were as bad characters as ever 

came before a court of justice' and sentenced them to transportation because he said 

'magistrates should not be doing their duty to the country, if they allowed Harrison 

and Blackburn any chance of committing further offences in it'. 15 

The Constable of Pilkington gave Thomas Eckersall, James Holland and 

William Davenport 'a very bad character' saying that they belonged to 'a desperate 

gang ofthieves';16 Samuel Pugh and John Dakin were described as 'practised thieves 

and old offenders';11 Thomas Farrall and Thomas Brannigan were said by James 

Diggles to be 'of notorious character';18 William Ogden was called 'a gang leader' who 

was 'well known to the police';19 George Nathaniel Silwood was described as 'the 

leader of this gang ofthieves';20 and Constable Bailey told quarter sessions that 

Thomas Wehby was 'head of a gang who had committed at least one hundred 

robberies in Cheetham and the neighbourhood'. 21 All these offenders whose 

behaviour was described unfavourably by watchmen and constables were sentenced 

to transportation. 

Taking into account the criminal histories of offenders was an important 

feature of the judicial system in the Salford Hundred. It contributed to the 

identification and appropriate punishment of the criminally worst behaved of the 

Salford Hundred offenders. Of equal importance was the corollary - the elimination 

or lesser punishing of minor criminals. There were three main stages when this 

occurred: on commission of the offences, at petit sessions and during trials at quarter 

sessions. Some elimination occurred later in gaols and hulks. 

During the first stage, offences needed to be of sufficient seriousness to be 

worth prosecutors' efforts to physically restrain and arrest off enders, convey them 

to the watch house and provide witnesses and evidence sufficient to convince 

15 For John Blackburn's and James Harrison's histories see Chapter Sixteen, p. 222. 
16 For the histories of James Holland, Thomas Eckersall and William Davenport see Chapter Nine, p. 
93. 
17 For the histories of Samuel Pugh and Thomas Dakin see Chapter Ten, pp. 117-118. 
18 For Brannigan's and Farrall's histories see Chapter Ten, p. 126. 
19 For William Ogden's history see Chapter Three, p. 22. 
2° For George Silwood's history see Chapter Nineteen, p 248 
21 PRO Lancashire calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 20 July 1829; and The Manchester 
Guardian, Saturday 25 July 1829. For stealing a shirt, Thomas Webby was sentenced to seven 
years' transportation and sent to the General Penitentiary, Millbank. 
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watchmen to detain them in custody. Many lesser offenders were eliminated at this 

stage by prosecutors failing to proceed because hardships were disproportionate to 

outcomes. 22 

Uuring the second stage a great number of minor offenders were eliminated at 

petit sessions when magistrates dismissed or summarily punished offenders for 

offences they regarded as insufficiently serious to refer to trial at quarter sessions. 

Thereafter prosecutors of minor offenders were faced with serious obstacles 

should they proceed to stage three - trial at quarter sessions. Larceny of even the 

smallest item of property was a felony and had to be remanded for trial at quarter 

sessions. This presented disproportionate difficulties for prosecutors. There were 

costs of preparing indictments, paying counsel23 and assembling witnesses, some 

'likely to prevaricate' .24 Usually there were delays and uncertainties in court timings 

which required considerable effort by prosecutors to retain reluctant witnesses, and 

led to additional costs in witnesses' expenses and rearranging counsel's appearances. 

Offences needed to be of a serious nature for prosecutors to maintain their resolve to 

continue against these overwhelming administrative and legal obstructions. Many 

lesser accused were eliminated when prosecutors failed to proceed. 

During the judicial process at quarter sessions when serious degrees of 

criminality were not demonstrated in prosecutors' summaries of evidence, grand 

jurymen were inclined to eliminate or reduce indictments by 'pious perjury' or by 

certifying an indictment as 'not true bill' or 'no bill' or 'bill cut'. This resulted in a 

rate of discharge of offenders as high as 2.5 percent of committals to the Salford 

Hundred quarter sessions.25 A further 3.8 percent of committals were discharged due 

to non-appearance at quarter sessions of prosecutors or witnesses because of 

sickness, insanity or reluctance to proceed; and finally, during trials magistrates and 

petitjuries were not always sufficiently convinced by prosecutors' evidence to find 

guilty verdicts and another 12.8 percent of committals were discharged as not guilty. 

Thus overall 19.1 percent of offenders committed to trial at the Salford Hundred 

22 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 7 
23 Between 1826 and 1840 some financial assistance was available for prosecutors from the 
government under the Criminal Law Act, 7 Geo IV, c 64, (1826) but was paid on completion of 
sessions and after much delay Legal fees for a prosecutor's counsel could be expensive - at the 20 
July 1829 sessions the fees charged by Mr W C Chew were £24.10.11 'for prosecuting Daniel 
Lincoln, Joseph Hanson and Joseph Buckley for felony'; LRO Preston, Order Book, Salford Hundred 
Quarter Sessions 20 July 1829, p. 206d. 
24 Clay, The Prison Chaplain, p. 16. 
25LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 1828-1837. See also Tobias, Crime and 
Industrial Society, pp. 225-227. 
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quarter sessions between 1828 and 1837 were eliminated during the judicial process. 

This rate was supported by an assessment of29,347 committals to Salford Hundred 

quarter sessions between 1794 and 1839 in which 5,345 (18.2 percent) were 

discharged.26 This was not an unusual proportion - in 1805 of 4,605 people brought 

to trial throughout England and Wales, 730 'no bills' were found and 1,092 were 

discharged as not guilty, a rate of 39.6 percent.21 

Another feature which contributed to the elimination of lesser criminals was 

that magistrates did not always follow the rigidity of the legal code. In some 

compassionate circumstances they treated offenders with leniency. There were three 

examples. First, John Dickson was an alcoholic who stole three candlesticks from 

Mary Ogden's public house and seven knives from James Hall's dwelling at Oldham, 

and unlawfully pledged them. During the trial Magistrate Norris was aware of 

Dickson's alcoholism and delayed court proceedings until Dickson's master could 

speak on his behalf 

The magistrates inquired of the constables and witnesses of his character and were told 

that Dickson was a very honest and hard working man when sober, but had occasional 

bouts of drunkenness until his money ran out. 28 

Despite the commission of three offences which normally called for severe 

sentences, Dickson was imprisoned for only three months.29 

The second example was Elizabeth Lowe who pleaded guilty to stealing one 

pair of shoes and other articles from Thomas Walker at Bury. The magistrates were 

told that her father and mother were drunkards, their children were neglected and in 

want and there was no food in the house. Lowe worked in the mill for 7/- a week 

which she used to buy food for the family, and when in need of shoes for work she 

stole a pair. Norris took into account these mitigating circumstances and gave her a 

reduced sentence of imprisonment for fourteen days. 30 

The third example was Elizabeth Coyle a young woman on trial for receiving 

stolen jewellery. On hearing the evidence Norris said she had been influenced by 'a 

very bad husband, who had partly compelled her to the commission of this act' and 

26 A calculation from 'A Correct Statement of the Number of Prisoners Tried and Convicted at the 
New Bailey Court-House, Salford, in the years 1794-1839', in 'A Calendar of all Prisoners for Trial 
in the New Bailey Prison at Manchester, on Monday the 6th Day of January 1840', Calendars of 
Liberates, County of Lancaster, Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions, QJC 4. 
27 Radzinowicz, A History of Enl(lish Criminal Law, Volume 1, p. 160. 
28 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 29 October 1831. 
29 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 24 October 1831. 
30 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 24 October 1831, and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 29 October 1831. 
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because there was a 'marked difference' between Coyle and a professional receiver 

she should be punished therefore with less severity.31 

Magistrates at Salford Hundred quarter sessions were judicially patient. 

They conducted trials with fairness and in accordance with the law. Rules of 

procedure were followed, defence counsel were permitted to present evidence on 

behalf of the defendants, magistrates listened carefully to rebuttals and pleas of 

mitigation and made proper, measured and lawful judgements without bias, prejudice 

or vindictiveness. During John Miller's trial for embezzling, Norris allowed him to 

present 'all evidence on his account' even though 'the court was occupied for several 

hours'. 32 During the trials of Samuel Pugh for stealing silver spoons and George 

Simons for receiving them 'all the witnesses underwent a very severe cross 

examination' and 'all the evidence for the accused was openly allowed to be taken 

into account', despite the defendants being two 'unattractive characters' from the 

Ancoats slum, one a badly-behaved street boy who had been convicted before of 

felonies, the other 'an immigrant jew who could speak little English'. In order to give 

the two accused a just trial, Norris permitted the court to be 'occupied from half-past 

four to half past eight with this case' and then 'summed up at considerable length, 

and very favourably for both prisoners, and both were found not guilty and 

discharged'. 33 

Offenders often denied committing offences despite the evidence against them 

and magistrates listened with patience to their prevarication though it took up much 

of the court's time. William Wilson charged with stealing a coat and waistcoat from 

Joseph Pickering in Manchester at first denied his guilt, telling the court many times 

'I am innocent. Pickering's brother gave me the things to pawn'. When the evidence 

of his theft was overwhelming, Wilson told Norris, 'I plead guilty to save the time of 

the court, but I am innocent'. Norris patiently explained to Wilson the court's 

difficulties with his plea of guilty while at the same time claiming to be innocent, so 

Wilson finally told the court, 'I don't want to be tried. I plead guilty'. Norris 

31 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; and Wheeler's 
Manchester Chronicle and The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 25 July 1829. Elizabeth Coyle was 
sentenced to six months' imprisonment in the New Bailey. For the circumstances of this offence see 
Chapter Ten, pp. 122-123 
32 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; and The 
Manchester Guardian, Saturday 25 July 1829. For embezzling 17/- from his master, John Miller 
was sentenced to three months' imprisonment in the New Bailey 
33 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 20 July 1829; The 
Manchester Guardian and Wheeler's Manchester Chronicle, Saturday 25 July 1829. For the trials of 
Samuel Pugh and George Simons see Chapter Ten, pp. 104-105. 
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tolerated Wilson's lies and inconsistencies and dealt patiently with his convoluted 

evidence. 34 

Petitions were another means by which convicted felons could be eliminated 

from the judicial system, though private petitions had little effect in reducing terms 

of imprisonment for Salford Hundred convicts at the General Penitentiary at 

Millbank or in hulks. Between 1828 and 1837 forty-six petitions were sent to the 

Home Secretary on behalf of Salford Hundred convicts in prison. Of these, eighteen 

were submitted by the governor of the penitentiary in routine requests for free 

pardons for good behaviour, and all were granted. Three others submitted privately 

may have brought about transfers from hulks to the penitentiary but sixteen private 

petitions for remissions of sentences of transportation and nine of imprisonment 

resulted in 'nil' decisions, the Home Secretary's determinations being 'the law to take 

its course'. 35 

'Good' behaviour36 in hulks was a factor which brought about early release of 

lesser criminals. Captains of hulks submitted a quarterly return to the Home 

Secretary recommending free pardons for 2 percent of those convicts 'who have 

served more than half the Term of their respective Sentence ... and on account of 

their Quiet, Orderly and Uniform good Behaviour ... are fit objects for Royal 

Mercy'. 37 Of 231 Salford Hundred convicts released from hulks in England and 

Bermuda between 1828 and 183738 the conduct of seventy-seven was 'very good', 

120 'good', fourteen 'indifferent', eight 'bad' and twelve 'very bad'. 39 Those 

prisoners considered better behaved by hulk captains and warders were more likely 

to be released at an early stage of the transportation system than those believed to 

34 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 3 June 1833; and The 
Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 8 June 1833. For stealing a coat 
and waistcoat, William Wilson was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the 
hulk, York, from 27 June 1833 to to 29 July 1833, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the John I 
(5) in August 1833. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT, Con 18, Con 23 and 
Con 31/47, 1679 William Wilson, John! (5), 1December1833. Wilson was a labourer from 
Manchester. He had been convicted before twice: stealing from the person and imprisoned for two 
months; and stealing silk handkerchiefs and imprisoned for four months. His conduct in gaol was 
good, in the hulk good and in the ship indifferent. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 5 offences 
against colonial regulations for which he was punished with 11 months' hard labour and 7 days in 
solitary confinement. He was granted a free certificate in 1840. 
35 PRO London, Home Office, HO 17, Criminal. Criminal Petitions Series I, 1819-1839, hereafter 
called PRO London, HO 17, Criminal Petitions, HO 17/40-59. 
36 There were five gradings of behaviour in hulks: very good, good, indifferent, bad and very bad. 
37 Chambers, Cnmmal Petitions Index, pp. 1-2; and Tobias, Crime: Prevention and Punishment, p. 
142. 
38 Most of the free pardons granted for convicts from the Bermuda hulks were granted after they had 
completed their terms of servitude. 
39 PRO London, HO 8, Quarterly Lists on Hulks, AJCP Reels 5167-5191; and PRO London, HO 9, 
Convicts on Hulks, AJCP Reels 4879-4883. 
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be badly behaved. 

Age had little influence in eliminating offenders from severe sentences by 

grants of free pardon. Figure 22-6 shows that age groupings for convicts on hulks 

who were granted free pardons were similar to age groupings of all committals to 

quarter sessions. 

Figure 22-6: Age Groupings of Salford Hundred Convicts 

Granted Free Pardons from Hulks 1835-1837 

Age Grouping Granted Free Percent of Convicts Percent of All 
Pardons from Granted Free Pardons Committals 
Hulks (231) and Identified by Ages Identified by Ages 

(231) (2,552) 

9 to 14 vears 4 1.7 5.0 

15 to 19 vears 68 29.4 27.7 

20 to 24 vears 67 29.0 26.4 

25 to 29 vears 38 16.4 12.7 

30 to 34 vears 18 7.8 78 

35 to 39 vears II 48 7.1 

40 to 44 vears 12 5.2 4.5 

45 to 49 vears 6 2.6 3.7 

50 to 54 vears 5 2.2 2.2 

55 to 59 vears 0 0.0 1.6 

60 to 64 vears 2 0.9 0.9 

65 to 71 vears 0 0.0 0.4 

total 231 100.0 100.0 

Some women convicts were not transported or transportation was delayed 

due to pregnancy. Mary Ann Lee was removed from the New Bailey indent of 

female convicts to be sent to the transport ship, Jane, at Woolwich on 9 January 

1833 by Surgeon Ollier because she was 'pregnant and not fit to be removed'.40 

40 Mitchell Library assignment lists of convicts on convict ships 1821-1854, Reel CY 1196, 
assignment lists on ships 1833-1839 Mary Ann Lee was listed to sail in January 1833 but was 
removed from the convict draft because Surgeon Ollier of the New Bailey in Salford reported her as 
'not fit to be removed due to pregnancy'. Richard Dunstan, Governor of the New Bailey recorded on 
the indent that 'The Surgeon has written to Mr Capper explaining the situation'. Mary Ann Lee was 
later transported to Van Diemen's Land. LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 26 
October 1835. For receiving a large quantity of wearing apparel knowing it to be stolen, Mary Ann 
Lee was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the William 
Bryan on 13 June 1833; PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT, Con 19 and Con 40/5, 128 
Mary Ann Lee, William Bryan, 23 October 1833. Lee was a farm servant from Ireland. She had been 
convicted before twice: stealing calico print and imprisoned for six months in the New Bailey; and 
pawning spoons and imprisoned for twelve months in Lancaster Castle. Her conduct in gaol was bad 
and in the ship good. In Van Diemen's Land she committed 19 offences against colonial regulations 
including 4 for drunkenness, 3 for absence, 3 for misconduct and 3 for neglect of work. During 
servitude she was punished with 28 months' hard labour and 10 days in solitary confinement. She 
was granted a ticket ofleave in 1841 and a free certificate in 1850. On 21 March 1853 she was 
recorded as 'in gaol Launceston'. 
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Sickness may have been a reason to release some convicts from transportation 

but the numbers were insignificant. Of Salford Hundred prisoners retained on hulks 

for medical reasons, eleven were recorded as 'sick', four as 'crippled', three as 

'patients in hospital', one as 'weakly', two as 'often ill', six as 'invalid', six as 

'convalescent' and one as 'amputation'. 

This examination shows that the procedural steps in the judicial system 

eliminated lesser offenders, and that those who were sentenced to transportation 

had histories of extensive criminal misconduct or were regarded as having 

committed serious criminal acts. There was little evidence that the judicial system 

in the Salford Hundred between 1828 and 1837 was exceptionally unjust. Minor 

criminals were punished in proportion to their offences and in accordance with the 

law at the time; they were not victims of obvious institutionalised legal injustices. 

Hardened criminals who committed violent, exceptional or unlawful acts 'as a 

regular business' were punished in accordance with the seriousness of their 

offences or the extent of their criminal histories. Many of them were sentenced to 

transportation. Their characteristics are examined in the next chapter. 
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Chapter Twenty-Three 

Salford Hundred Convicts Sentenced to Transportation 

This chapter identifies some characteristics of Salford Hun<ln::<l convicts 

sentenced to transportation. Six aspects are examined: qualitative assessments of 

physical and social features; quantitative assessments of sentencing, urban 

distribution of offences and ages; and the main features of disposals from hulks. 

Physical and social features 

After sentencing to transportation, convicts were taken from the New Bailey 

courtroom and locked in 'transports' 1 cells, the males ironed 'with nine pounds in 

weight and when refractory fourteen pounds'. 2 There they remained until space was 

available in ships for females and in hulks for males. This was the first stage in the 

transportation process when physical disorders became apparent. Generally there 

were a great number of contagious 'chronic diseases' and 'bodily afflictions' -

weeping wounds, ulcerated sores, scrotal hernias, enlarged livers, gross chancres, 

blocked urinary tracts, infected strictures, ruptured bowels, dysentery, scabies, 

scorbutic affections, syphilis, hepatitis, ringworm, scurvy, rheumatism, asthma, 

pulmonary affections, typhus, typhoid and cholera.3 

Though offenders were described in court records as either 'labourer', 'single 

woman' or 'wife', there was a wide diversity of social, behavioural and occupational 

characteristics amongst them. Elizabeth White was a convicted street robber who 

claimed she was a nursemaid for the Marquis de Chatterly's four children;4 James 

Rippitt was a wife beater;5 Lewis Hall was a private soldier in the lst Royal 

1 'Transports' was a contemporary word used to describe convicted felons under sentence of 
transportation and is used in this sense in this thesis. It is not used to describe convict transport 
ships. 
2 Central Library Manchester, Rules and Orders for the New Bayley Prison, pp 11-19. 
3 Frankland, Salford 's Prison, pp. 1-13; Gaskell, Artisans and Machinery, p 122; Joseph, Memoirs 
of Convicted Prisoners, p. 130; Butterworth, A Statistical Sketch, pp. xxii-xxiii; J Aiken, A 
Description of the Country from Thirty to Forty Miles Round Manchester, London, John Stockdale, 
1795, reprinted, Newton Abbott, David and Charles, 1968, p. 201, hereafter called Aiken, A 
Description of the Country; PRO London, ADM 101, Medical Journals, 1819-1845, David Lyon, 
AJCP Reel 3192; PRO London, ADM 101, Medical Journals, 1819-1845, Sir Charles Forbes, AJCP 
Reel 3210; and PRO London, HO 8/34, Quarterly Lists in Prisons and in Hulks, Prisoners in 
Retribution at Sheerness and York at Portsmouth, AJCP Reel 5183. 
4 For Elizabeth White's history see Chapter Eight, p. 79. 
5 For James Rippitt's history see Chapter Nineteen, pp. 248-249. 
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Dragoons and according to the Regimental Sergeant Major was venereal and 'the 

greatest scoundrel in the Regiment';6 Edward Jones was a highwayman who said 'I 

got my living by robbery from the age of nine years';7 Jane Nelson was a dairymaid 

from Ireland; 8 Rosannah Hill was a plain cook twice convicted of larceny; 9 and Robert 

Lockwood was 'mad, insane, his behaviour insane'. 10 Some were very young like 

Margaret Hoy aged twelve, a 'child's nurse and piecer' from Ireland, 11 and Caroline 

Martin a street girl aged thirteen who was described by Neale as: 

6 For Private Lewis Hall's history see Chapter Nineteen, pp. 257-258. 
7 LRO Preston, Salford Hundred calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 21 July 1828. For the offence 
of stealing a watch and 5/- from the person, Edward Jones was sentenced to fourteen years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Dolphin, from 19 August 1828 to 18 March 1829, and 
sailed to Van Diemen's Land in theLa4J.i Harewood (1) in March 1829. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, 
HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/20, 407 Edward Jones, La4J.i 
Harewood (1), 28 July 1829. Jones was a carder from Wiltshire. He had been indicted three times: 
housebreaking and imprisoned in Lancaster Castle for two years; twice for street robbery and 
imprisoned for twelve months and punished on the treadwheel; and twice for street robberies and 
acquitted. He said he 'might have been in gaol for another offence but cannot recollect'. His conduct 
in gaol and in the hulk was very bad and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen' s Land he committed 
14 offences against colonial regulations including 4 for refusal to work and 3 for absence; and 1 felony 
- 'sheep stealing' for which he was sentenced to an additional 2 years imprisonment at Port Arthur 
During servitude he was punished with 1 admonishment, 2 additional years, 4 months' hard labour, 
36 days in solitary confinement and 145 lashes. 
8 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 22 October 1832; and 
Mitchell Library assignment lists of convicts in convict ships 1821-1854, Reel CY 1196, assignment 
lists in ships 1833-1839. For stealing 9/6 from the person, Jane Nelson was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Jane II in January 1833. PRO London HO 11 
and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 19 and Con 40/7, 44 Jane Nelson, Jane II, 30 June 1833. Nelson 
was a laundry maid and dairymaid from Ireland She had been convicted before in January 1830 and 
October 1831 for stealing from the person and imprisoned for three months and six months. Her 
conduct in gaol was bad and in the ship good. In Van Diemen' s Land she committed 5 offences 
against colonial regulations including neglect of duty, absence and drunkenness for which she was 
punished with 7 months' hard labour. 
9 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 13 April 1835. For stealing a 
shirt and a sheet, Rosannah Hill was sentenced to seven years' transportation, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Hector in June 1835. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 
19 and Con 40/5, 251 Rosannah Hill, Hector, 20 October 1835. Hill was a laundry maid and plain 
cook from Ireland and had been convicted before twice: for stealing a watch and imprisoned for six 
months; and for stealing 'cotton spoiling' and fined 16/6 Her conduct in gaol was very bad and in 
the ship good. In Van Diemen's Land she committed 3 offences against colonial regulations 
including insolence and neglect of duty for which she was reprimanded and sentenced to 2 months' 
hard labour In 1840 she committed a felony - 'larceny under £5' - for which she was sentenced to 3 
months' hard labour. She was granted a ticket ofleave in 1839 and a free certificate in 1846. 
10 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 22 October 1832 For 
stealing two shirts, Robert Lockwood was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in 
the hulk, York, from 9 December 1832 to 30 March 1833, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Enchantress in April 1833. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 
18, Con 23, Con 31/20, 734 Robert Lockwood, Enchantress, 31July1833 Lockwood was a 
labourer and coach maker from Ireland. He had been convicted and imprisoned once before for an 
unnamed felony. His conduct in gaol was very bad, in the hulk good and in the ship very bad. 
Lockwood was placed on board the Enchantress in 1833 even though the surgeon in the hulk, York, 
had thrice recorded him as a 'debility' writing that he was 'mad, insane, his behaviour insane', PRO 
Home Office 8/34 Criminal: Convict Prisons: Quarterly Lists in Prisons and in Hulks, Prisoners in 
York at Portsmouth from 1 October to 31 December 1832, AJCP Reel 5183. In Van Diemen' s Land 
he committed no offences; his file was held at New Norfolk so probably he was imprisoned in the 
asylum 
11 For Margaret Hoy's history see Chapter Eleven, p. 147. 
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one of the most notorious little liars, thieves, and prostitutes in Manchester When first 

imprisoned for theft, she was nine years of age. A prostitute at nine, diseased, in prison 

twenty times in four to five years, hardly out for a week, on release a thief and 

prostitute; only caught because of frequency of offences and not lack of intelligence. 12 

These were some of the varied features and complex characteristics of Salford 

Hundred transports. In general they supported Shaw's view that convicted felons 

presented an unattractive picture,13 and Robson's that in their everyday lives many 

felons could be vicious, sullen, violent of temper, abusive of language, morally 

abandoned, troublesome, drunken and dissipated, that they 'had been lawbreakers for 

years' and had 'lived by doubtful means'. 14 

In addition convicts were seen by some contemporaries as being coarse and 

umefined in appearance, manners and social behaviour to the extent that Gaskell 

wrote of them as 'stunted, enfeebled and depraved'. 15 Others however seemed 

socially and physically remarkable. John Ward Inspector of Prisons for the Northern 

District told Molesworth's select committee that 'in the New Bailey, Salford, one of 

the most beautiful women I ever beheld, a prostitute, was repeatedly convicted of 

theft and at last transported' .16 George Silwood a thief and receiver was described by 

police as presentable and intelligent and 'a young man who had a superior 

education' .17 John Johnson18 a clerk from Kent was praised for steadfast good 

conduct and attention to his duties by James Lawrence Surgeon Superintendent on 

the Lord Lyndoch in a letter to Josiah Spode Superintendent of Convicts in Hobart. 

Johnson came on board this ship highly recommended by the overseers of the Hulk at 

Woolwich for his general good behaviour, and on being well qualified for the situation 

of a clerk' In consequence of which I employed him in the Hospital to see that the sick 

attendants did their duty strictly and also to keep such accounts and do such writing as 

required, and the faithful manner with which he executed all my directions during the 

whole of the passage, has been such to gain my most entire approbation, and to 

convince me of his anxiety to raise himself from the degraded condition into which he 

has fallen. I believe that Johnson never committed any breach of the law except the one 

for which he has been transported 'obtaining goods under false pretences' and that he 

maintained an impeccable character up to the period of that occurrence. 

12 Neale, Juvenile Delinquency in Manchester, p. 43. PRO Lancashire, calendars of liberates, quarter 
sessions 11 April 1836. Caroline Martin was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation for stealing 
two sovereigns from John Horsfall at Manchester on 19 March 1836. Her disposal is unknown. 
13 Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, pp. 148-149, 153-165 and 240 
14 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, pp. 38 and 76-79. 
15 Gaskell, Art1sansandMachinery, pp 185-186 
16 Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth), p. 1, and Frankland, Saljord's Prison, p. 
9. 
11 For George Silwood's history see Chapter Nineteen, pp. 247-248. 
18 For John Johnson's history see Chapter Seventeen, p 231. 
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Sentencing 

Figure 23-1 shows that of the 7,763 offenders committed to trial between 

1828 and 1837 at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions, 1,728 were sentenced to 

transportation. 19 This was a rate of 22.3 percent, much less than Shaw's calculations 

of 27 to 33 percenf0 and considerably less than Brian Fletcher's 35 percent.21 

Figure 23-1: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Sentencing to Transportation 1828-1837 

Sentence Male Female Total Percent of 
1,728 

transportation for 7 years 944 155 1 099 63.6 

transnortation for 14 vears 412 82 494 28.6 

transnortation for life 123 12 135 7.8 

total 1.479 249 1 728 100.0 

The table in Figure 23-2 shows the rates of sentencing to transportation by 

general offences and the numbers of offenders involved in each offence category. 

Figure 23-2: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Sentencing to Transportation 1828-1837 

General Offences Males Females Total Percent Percent of All 
Offenders 

(7,763) 

Stealimz wearing annarel 378 48 426 24.6 25.4 

Stealing propertv 355 21 376 214 24.7 

Stealing money 152 59 211 12 2 11 4 

Stealing cloth 171 26 197 11.4 8.9 

Stealing from the person 162 69 231 13.3 8.2 

Stealing food 65 5 70 4.0 4.8 

Receiving knowing stolen 38 20 58 33 3.4 

Assault 17 0 17 1.0 3.1 

False pretences. embezzling 24 1 25 1.4 3.1 

Stealing livestock 39 0 39 2.2 3.1 

Breaking entering a warehouse 48 0 48 2.8 1.2 

Breaking entering a dwelhng 15 0 15 0.9 0.5 

Breaking entering a shoo 12 0 12 0.7 0.4 

Bastardy 0 0 0 0.0 0.4 

Other 3 0 3 0.8 1.4 

total 1.479 249 1 728 100.0 100.0 

19 There were 1,479 males (19.1 percent) and 249 females (3.2 percent) sentenced to transportation. 
20 Shaw estimated that 33 percent of committals were sentenced to transportation before 1834 and 27 
percent between 1835 and 1837, in Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, pp. 149-150. Shaw pointed 
out that his calculations were for offenders 'convicted in the higher criminal courts' so the high rates 
are probably caused by the inclusion of assizes. In addition Shaw's calculations were influenced by a 
greater mix of urban and agrarian convicts than occurred in the Salford Hundred cohort; see Shaw, 
Convicts and the Colonies, pp. 151-153 
21 Fletcher, Colonial Australia, p. 61. 



305 

The calculations in Figure 23-2 show that generally sentences of 

transportation were given in proportion to the numbers committed to trial, except for 

the offence of stealing from the person which was significantly higher. 

Urban distribution 

Figure 23-3 shows the urban distribution of offenders sentenced to 

transportation, and makes a comparison between their rates of transportation and 

committals for all offenders from the same townships. 

Figure 23-3: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Urban Distribution 

of Sentencing to Transportation 1828-1837 

Ten Major Towns Offenders Sentenced Percent of All Percent of All 
to Transportation Offenders Sentenced Offenders 
from Ten Major to Transportation Committed to Trial 

Towns (1,728) (7,763) 

Manchester 1.243 71.9 65.8 

Salford 36 2.1 2.4 

Burv 34 2.0 22 

Bolton 111 6.4 6.1 

Ashton 31 1.8 3.5 
' Oldham 30 1.7 3.2 

Rochdale 5 0.3 0.9 

Sootland 10 0.6 0.8 

W ardleworth 17 1.0 1 4 

Heaton 13 0.7 1.0 

Total 1.530 88.5 87.3 

Of 1,728 convicts sentenced to transportation, 1,530 came from the ten most 

populous towns in the Salford Hundred. This was a rate of 88.5 percent, similar to 

87.3 percent for all committals from these townships. There were slight differences 

in Manchester where the rate of sentencing to transportation was marginally higher 

than the overall rate, and in Ashton-under-Lyne and Oldham where it was slightly 

lower. Nevertheless, sentencing to transportation was generally in proportion to the 

numbers of committals from townships. 

Ages 

Figure 23-4 shows age groupings of prisoners sentenced to transportation 

with a comparison to ages overall. 
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Figure 23-4: Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Sentencing to Transportation 

Age Groupings 1835-183722 

Age Grouping Males Females Total Percent of all Percent of All 
Offenders Offenders 

sentenced to Identified by 
Transportation Ages (2,552) 

(444) 

9 to 14 years 14 0 14 3.1 5.0 

15 to 19 vears 133 12 145 32.7 27.7 

20 to 24 years 121 26 147 33.1 26.4 

25 to 29 years 41 10 51 11.5 12.7 

30 to 34 vears 23 4 27 6.1 7.8 

35 to 39 years 20 5 25 5.6 7.1 

40 to 44 years 10 2 12 2.7 4.5 

45 to 49 vears 8 3 11 2.5 3.7 

50 to 54 vears 4 1 5 1.1 2.2 

55 to 59 years 3 1 4 0.9 1.6 

60 to 64 vears 3 0 3 0.7 0.9 

65 to 71 vears 0 0 0 0.0 0.4 

total 380 64 444 100.0 100.0 

Generally ages of those sentenced to transportation were in proportion to 

ages of committals with a slight reduction in those over forty-five. There was no 

exceptional sentencing to transportation of younger offenders - 94.8 percent of 

offenders sentenced to transportation were under forty-five compared with 91.2 

percent overall. In addition those in the age group 20-40 who could be expected to be 

healthy, best able to cope with the rigours of a long voyage and not be burdens in the 

penal colonies were sentenced almost in proportion to their committal rate - 56.3 to 

54 percent. 

Age was not a barrier to being sentenced to transportation. The oldest Salford 

Hundred male was James Redfern23 aged sixty-two, sentenced to fourteen years' 

transportation for stealing one shilling, and the oldest female was fifty-year-old 

Fanny Burgess sentenced to transportation for life for stealing a cap from another 

22 Ages were included in indictments in pre-trial indictments between 1835 and 1837 and not in post
trial indictments between 1828 and 1834. 
23 PRO Lancashire, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 3 July 1837. For stealing 1/-, James 
Redfern was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, from 
August 1837 to 27 September 1837, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Neptune III (3) in 
October 1837. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 18, Con 23, 
Con 31/36, 1284 James Redfern, Neptune Ill (3), 18 January 1838. Redfern was a bleacher from 
Salford. He had been convicted before twice: stealing fustian and imprisoned for three months; and 
for an unknown felony. His conduct in gaol was bad and in the hulk and ship good. In Van 
Diemen's Land he committed 5 offences against colonial regulations for which he was punished with 
1 reprimand, 1 month's hard labour and 10 days in solitary confinement. He was granted a ticket of 
leave in 1844. 
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poor and aged woman. 24 

Disposals 

'Disposal' was a word used in prison, hulk and indent documents to describe 

the transfer of convicts within the transportation system. In hulk records the 

disposal column usually showed the date of a convict's release from the hulk, the 

name of the transport ship and the penal colony of destination.25 

In the Salford Hundred there was a pattern to the timing of disposals of 

convicts from the New Bailey which indicated that the Salford Hundred magistrates 

wanted the gaol cleared quickly. Adult male convicts were sent to hulks almost 

immediately after conviction and convict boys when there were vacancies in the 

Euryalus, a hulk reserved for juveniles. Female convicts were sent directly from the 

New Bailey to transport ships when space was available just prior to sailing. 

Salford Hundred convicts usually travelled to the hulks and ports of 

embarkation in a 'heavy stage', which was an enclosed wagon with a door at the rear 

and space to carry sixteen convicts seated inside and four outside. 26 The travelling 

time to the hulks, Ganymede andJustitia, at Woolwich was twenty-three to forty

two days; to Leviathan and York at Portsmouth, thirty-one to thirty-five days; and 

to Dolphin, Cumberland, Fortitude and Euryalus at Chatham and Retribution at 

Sheerness, between twenty-one and thirty-three days, though one winter draft of 

boys to Euryalus took forty-three days. Overall the average time taken to travel to 

hulks from the New Bailey in Salford to hulks in southern England was thirty-one 

days in summer and thirty-five in winter.27 

The second pattern related to time spent in hulks for men and in gaols for 

women before boarding transport ships. Adult male convicts remained in hulks for an 

average of 150 days; boy convicts were held in the hulk, Euryalus, for an average of 

24 For Fanny Burgess's history see Chapter Twenty-One, p. 281. 
25 PRO London, HO 8, Quarterly Lists in Hulks, AJCP Reels 5167-5191; and PRO London, HO 9, 
Convicts on Hulks, AJCP Reels 4879-4883. 
26 Sambrook, English Life, p. 18; V Lamar, Travel and Roads m England, London, Folger 
Shakespeare Library, 1960, pp. 12 and 19-20; A Compton-Rickett, The London Life of Yesterday, 
London, Constable, 1909, pp 36-362; and W Jeffreys, The King's Highway, London, Blatchinworth 
Press, 1949, p 1. 
27 These times of travel were calculated from dates given in gaol and hulk records; PRO London, HO 
8, Quarterly Lists on Hulks, AJCP Reels 5167-5191; and PRO London, HO 9, Convicts on Hulks, 
AJCP Reels 4879-4883. Drafts of convicts were accompanied by an escort of constables arranged by 
the Governor of the New Bailey, the fee for 'conveyance of transports' being usually 1/- a mile. 
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255 days; and women waited in the New Bailey for an average of 109 days, the 

longest wait being 325 days by Mary Ann Lee28 and Esther Sixsmith;29 and the 

shortest thirty-six days by Elizabeth Worsley ,30 Ann Parker,31 Sarah Robinson,32 

28 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 19 July 1830. For stealing 
£2 3.0 from the person, Mary Ann Lee was sentenced to seven years' transportation, and sailed to Van 
Diemen' s Land in the Mary III (3) on 9 June 1831. PRO HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 
19 and Con 40/5, 109 Mary Ann Lee, Mary III (3) l 9 October 1831. Lee was a house servant from 
Bury. She had been convicted before twice· shoplifting and imprisoned for fourteen days; and street 
robbery and imprisoned for eighteen months. Her conduct in gaol and in the ship was very bad - the 
surgeon superintendent described her as 'turbulent and dissolute' In Van Diemen's Land she 
committed 26 offences against colonial regulations including 6 for drunkenness, 6 for absence and 5 
for misconduct. During servitude she was punished with 2 reprimands, 3 additional years, 32 
months' hard labour and 3 days in solitary confinement. On 20 January 1837 she died in the 
Colonial Hospital, Hobart. 
29 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 19 July 1830. For stealing 
two pairs of trousers, Esther Sixsmith was sentenced to seven years' transportation, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in theMary III (3) on 9 June 1831 PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT 
Hobart, Con 19 and Con 40/9, 216 Esther Sixsmith, Mary III (3) 19 October 1831. Sixsmith was a 
housemaid and nursemaid from Bolton. She had been convicted before twice: stealing a book and 
imprisoned for fourteen days; and stealing a coat and imprisoned for six months. Her conduct in gaol 
was unknown and in the ship bad - the surgeon superintendent called her 'artful and thievish'. In Van 
Diemen's Land she committed 3 offences against colonial regulations including 2 for absence and 1 
for 'suspicion of pilfering'. During servitude she was punished with 7 months' hard labour and 10 
days in solitary confinement. She was granted a free certificate in 183 7. On 24 July 1840 she was 
tried at the Hobart Town quarter sessions for an unnamed felony and sentenced to 7 years' 
transportation In 1844 she was granted a ticket of leave and in 184 7 her additional sentence was 
commuted. In 1848 she was tried and acquitted at the Hobart quarter sessions for an unnamed felony 
30 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 4 July 1836 For stealing 4/
and a reticule from the person, Elizabeth Worsley was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, and 
sailed in the Westmoreland (2) on 9 August 1836. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT 
Hobart, Con 19 and Con 40/10, 310 Elizabeth Worsley, Westmoreland (2), 3 December 1836. 
Worsley was a nursemaid from Manchester and had been a prostitute for three years. She had been 
convicted before three times for stealing money from the person and imprisoned for six months, 2 
months and six months. Her conduct in gaol was unknown and in the ship good. In Van Diemen's 
Land she committed no offences and on 2 May 183 8 she died in the Colonial Hospital, Hobart. 
31 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 4 July 1836. For stealing 
one pair of spring clogs, Ann Mary Parker was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, and sailed 
to Van Diemen's Land in the Westmoreland (2) on 9 August 1836. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27 
AOT Hobart, Con 19 and Con 40/8, 154 Ann Mary Parker, Westmoreland (2), 3 December 1836. 
Parker was a plain cook from Preston. She had been convicted before twice: stealing 'a small stand' 
and imprisoned for 4 months; and larceny and imprisoned for six months. Her conduct in gaol was 
unknown and in the ship good. In Van Diemen's Land she committed 5 offences against colonial 
regulations for misconduct and drunkenness, and was punished with 1 reprimand, 6 months' hard 
labour and 11 days in solitary confinement She was granted a ticket ofleave in 1843 and a free 
certificate in 1850. 
32 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 4 July 1836. For stealing 
wearing apparel, Sarah Robinson was sentenced to seven years' transportation, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Westmoreland (2) on 9 August 1836. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and 
AOT Hobart, Con 19 and Con 40/8, 164 Sarah Robinson, Westmoreland (2), 3 December 1836. 
Robinson was a house servant from Dukinfield, Cheshire. There was no record of previous 
convictions. Her conduct in gaol was bad and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land she 
committed 3 offences against colonial regulations and I felony - 'stealing a shawl value sixpence'. 
She was granted a ticket ofleave in January 1841, and in February 1841 she was sentenced to 4 
months' hard labour for 'being in an indecent situation with a man'. In 1842 'having recently been 
confined of twins and having on her own confession repeatedly kept up an illicit intercourse with 
William Howard for several years to be deprived of her ticket ofleave and to go to the House of 
Correction'. During servitude she was punished with I additional year and 4 months' hard labour 
She was granted a free certificate in 1848. 
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Elizabeth Crabtree33 and Elizabeth Goulding.34 Allowing four to five weeks of travel 

from the New Bailey in Salford to ports of embarkation in southern England meant 

that these latter women left the New Bailey within days of conviction. These 

patterns of timings demonstrated that the Salford Hundred magistrates did their best 

to empty the New Bailey of transports as swiftly as possible. 

Not all convicted felons sentenced to transportation were actually 

transported. Figure 23-5 shows a sample of the disposals of Salford Hundred male 

convicts from hulks35 and Figure 23-6 gives the rates of disposals from hulks of this 

sample. The calculations show that the overall rate of actual transportation was 90. 6 

percent, significantly higher than Shaw's estimate of between 66 and 75 percent36 and 

Clay's claim that 'at least one fourth were never sent abroad' .37 

These are significant differences but are probably caused by methodology -

the Salford Hundred cohort's calculations were taken from a fixed community of 

people in an urban-industrial environment over a relatively short time as a result of 

outcomes of a single judicial court, whereas Shaw's calculations were made in a 

national context and were based on outcomes of all trials in all courts for the entire 

33 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 4 July 1836. For stealing 
thirty-seven sovereigns from the person, Elizabeth Crabtree alias Ashton was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's land in the Westmoreland (2) on 9 August 1836. PRO 
London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 19 and Con 40/4, 315 Elizabeth Crabtree, 
Westmoreland (2), 3 December 1836 Crabtree was a house servant from Ashton-under-Lyne. She 
had been a prostitute for four years and had been tried before and acquitted for stealing money from 
the person. Her conduct in gaol was indifferent and in the ship orderly. In Van Diemen's Land she 
committed 5 offences against colonial regulations - disobedience, insolence and misconduct - for 
which she was punished with a reprimand and 3 days in solitary confinement. 
34 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 4 July 1836. For stealing 
three half crowns from the person, Elizabeth Goulding was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, 
and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Westmoreland (2) on 9 August 1836. PRO London HO 11 
and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 19 and Con 40/4, 175 Elizabeth Goulding, Westmoreland (2), 3 
December 1836. Goulding was a plain cook from Holyhead, Wales. She had been a prostitute for 
four years and had been convicted before seven times· stealing three sovereigns and imprisoned for 
three months; stealing money and imprisoned for one month, and five times for vagrancy and 
imprisoned for a total of eleven months. Her conduct in gaol and in the ship was unknown. In Van 
Diemen's Land she committed 4 offences against colonial regulations - absence, disobedience, 
disorderly conduct and drunkenness - for which she was punished with 6 months' hard labour, 4 hours 
in the stocks and 3 days in solitary confinement. She was granted a ticket ofleave in 1841 and a 
conditional pardon on 17 August 184 7. 
35 Before 1828 there were thirty-four Salford Hundred convicts sent to the hulks, Antelope, 
Coromandel, Dromedary and Weymouth at Ireland Island, Bermuda. Of these, seventeen convicts 
were granted free pardons, two were free by servitude, one died and the disposals of fourteen were 
unknown. Bermuda convicts were released from hulks in Bermuda before expiration of their sentences 
and transported back to England in naval ships generally during the best sailing time between 
November and January. On arrival in England they were posted to hulks to serve out their sentences, 
mostly in the hulks, York, Leviathan and Ganymede 
36 Shaw calculated that 70 percent were actually transported from 1825 to 1831, 75 percent from 1832 
to 1834, and 66 percent from 1835 to 1837, in Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, p. 150. 
37 Clay, The Prison Chaplain, p. 191. 
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population of Britain and Ireland during the whole period oftransportation.38 

Figure 23-5: Salford Hundred Convicts - Disposals from Hulks 1828-183739 

Hulk To To FP FS Died Escaped To General Unknown Total 
NSW VDL Pcnitcntiary 

atMillbank 

Cavt1v1tv 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 

Cumberland 118 84 4 2 8 0 0 0 216 

Bellerovhon 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Dzscoverv 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 

Dolvhm 57 17 14 1 0 0 0 0 89 

Eurvalus 37 44 0 0 0 0 0 1 82 

Fortitude 204 100 1 0 12 1 5 0 323 

Ganvmede 42 78 8 0 2 0 5 10 145 

Hardv 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Justltia 182 147 2 0 10 2 2 10 355 

Leviathan 73 78 11 1 3 0 0 0 166 

Retribution 20 2 3 0 0 0 0 2 27 

York 100 70 15 4 2 2 0 4 197 

Total 833 621 60 8 37 6 12 27 1.604 

Figure 23-6: Salford Hundred Convicts - Rates of Disposal of From Hulks 1828-1837 

Disposal Percent of Males 
in Hulks 

to New South Wales 51.9 

to Van Diemen's Land 38 7 

free oardons from hulks 3.7 

free bv servitude from hulks 0.5 

died in hulks 2.3 

escaoed from hulks 0.4 

to General Penitentiarv. Millbank 0.8 

disoosals unknown 1.7 

total 100.0 

38 In the eighty-one-year period from the time the First Fleet sailed from the Motherbank in May 1787 
to the arrival at Fremantle of the last transport ship, the Hougoumont, in January 1868, a total of 
162, 119 convict men and women were transported to the Australian penal colonies. Of these 
convicts, 54,640 males and 12,460 females went to Van Diemen's Land. 
39 FS is free by servitude; FP is free pardon. PRO London, HO 8, Quarterly Lists on Hulks, AJCP 
Reels 5167-5191; PRO London, HO 9, Convicts on Hulks, AJCP Reels 4879-4883; and PRO 
London, HO 27, In Gaol Lancaster, AJCP Reels 2769-2791. There is a discrepancy in this table 
between the total number of Salford Hundred male convicts (1,604) identified as being on hulks from 
hulk records and the number sent to hulks (1,479) identified from calendars ofliberates. The reason 
for the difference is that official returns of Salford Hundred committals (10,257) differed from the 
number of indictments actually found (7,763). This sample is based on the larger number of male 
convicts shown in official returns but its conclusions are valid for other calculations. 
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Figure 23-6 shows that 9.4 percent of convicts on hulks who were sentenced 

to transportation were not transported but were released from hulks, many of them 

by the granting of free pardons. Capper said that pardons were given annually to 

'two convicts out of every one hundred on a hulk who displayed continuous good 

conduct'. 40 In July 1831 there were ten hulks in the convict establishment holding 

4,227 convicts (Figure 23-7), so probably about eighty-five convicts were pardoned 

that year. 

Figure 23-7: Hulk Numbers in England in July 1831 

Hulk Place Male Convicts 

Leviathan Portsmouth 498 

York Portsmouth 445 

Hardv Tinner Lake 86 

Caotivitv Devonoort 522 

Retnbut10n Chatham 421 

Cumberland Chatham 750 

Eurvalus Chatham 323 

Just1tia Woolwich 380 

Ganvmede Woolwich 727 

D1scoverv Deotford 125 

total 4,227 

Free pardons on hulks were almost entirely given to debilitated convicts. In 

1831 Capper told Colonel Davies' s committee that there were 600-700 convicts 

permanently in hulks unable to be transported due to 'loss of limbs, blindness, old 

age'. They were retained as workers in hulks41 and by reason of their extended time 

on board qualified for the Home Secretary's conditions for pardons by petition.42 

Some of these enfeebled prisoners were Salford Hundred convicts. Major Eckersley 

aged thirty-two was an 'invalid' in the hulk, Cumberland, from 21February1828 to 

22 August 1832 when he was granted a free pardon;43 and William Ackers aged forty 

was 'sick' in the hulk Fortitude from February 1830 until granted a pardon on 6 

August 1834.44 Few Salford Hundred convicts served out their full terms in hulks. 

40 Statement by J H Capper, Superintendent of the Convict Establishment, in Parliamentary Papers, 
September 1831 Report (Davies), pp 48-49. 
41 Statement by J H Capper, Superintendent of the Convict Establishment, in Parliamentary Papers, 
September 1831 Report (Davies), p. 4 5. 
42 PRO London, HO 17, Criminal Petitions, HO 17 /40-59; and Chambers, Criminal Petitions Index. 
43 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 21 January 1828. For 
stealing 3/-, Major Eckersley was sentenced to seven years' transportation which was served by his 
imprisonment in the hulks, Dolphin and Cumberland. 
44 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 18 January 1830. For 
stealing four barrels, William Ackers was sentenced to seven years' transportation which was served 
by his imprisonment in the hulk, Fortitude. 
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The last to be recorded on hulk lists as having been free by servitude was Joseph 

Dean who arrived at the hulk, Fortitude, on 11December1829 and was released on 

26 October 1837 when he completed his seven-yearterm.45 

Eight Salford Hundred prisoners were transferred from hulks to the General 

Penitentiary, the belief being that the separate system of imprisonment at Mill bank 

would improve behaviour and eventually bring about rehabilitation. 46 These transfers 

usually occurred immediately on arrival at the hulks. John Kirk was sent from the 

hulk, Fortitude, to the penitentiary on arrival from Salford on 14 February 183447 as 

was Thomas Thompson in March 1837.48 On one occasion the reverse transfer 

occurred. Robert Humphreys49 sentenced to fourteen years' transportation had been 

sent to the penitentiary where after four years he was transferred to the hulks, 

Justitia and Ganymede, for the remainder of his sentence as punishment for disorderly 

behaviour. In general there were few removals of Salford Hundred convicts between 

hulks and the penitentiary. 

Patronage had an insignificant influence on the disposal of Salford Hundred 

convicts from hulks, the only recorded instance involving John Dalton who had been 

sentenced to fourteen years' transportation and imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan. A 

memo was sent by Capper to the captain of Leviathan on 26 March 1831 ordering 

that Dalton 'not be sent abroad; to be discharged at the expiration of seven years'. so 

This attempt at patronage failed and in April 1833 Dalton's sentence was commuted 

to seven years and he was transported to New South Wales. 51 

When there was space available in transport ships, the captains of hulks 

nominated which convicts were to be transported. Capper told Colonel Davies's 

45 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 26 October 1829. For 
breaking and entering a warehouse and stealing twenty dozen turbans, Joseph Dean was sentenced to 
seven years' transportation. 
46 Dixon, The London Prisons, pp. 132-144; and Whately, ThouKhts on Secondary Punishment. 
47 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 6 January 1834. For stealing 
two casks of madder, John Kirk was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the 
hulk, Fortitude, on 14 February 1834 and was transferred to the General Penitentiary, Millbank, on 
the same day 
48 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 27 February 1837. For the 
offence of stealing two casks, Thomas Thompson was sentenced to seven years' transportation and 
imprisoned in the hulk, Fortitude, in March 1837 and was transferred immediately to the General 
Penitentiary, Millbank. 
49 For Robert Humphreys's history see Chapter Thirteen, p. 183 
50 PRO London, HO 8, Quarterly Lists on Hulks, AJCP Reels 5167-5191. 
51 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 28 January 1831. For this 
offence of receiving one stolen coat, John Dalton was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan from 3 March 1831 to 29 April 183 3, and transported to New 
South Wales on 29 April 1833. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27. 
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select committee that: 

The rule is, that all those for life, for fourteen years, and the incorrigible seven years, 

are to be sent out of the country for transportation. 52 

Nevertheless the transportation of Salford Hundred convicts after 1831 

indicates that there was little sorting by hulk captains - all convicts on hulks except 

the seriously incapacitated were transported as quickly as space on transport ships 

allowed. 

It was from this group of the Salford Hundred's worst offenders who had 

been sentenced to transportation that the cohort of 723 male and female convicts 

actually transported to Van Diemen's Land was drawn. 53 In following chapters there 

will be an identification of their social and behavioural characteristics on arrival in Van 

Diemen's Land, and an examination of their social, penal and criminal experiences 

during servitude. 

52 Statements by J H Capper, Superintendent of the Convict Establishment in Parliamentary Papers, 
September 1831 Report (Davies), Question 651, p. 48 See also p. 53. According to Capper 'almost 
all convict boys' were transported Figure 23-5 shows that this was the case with Salford Hundred 
boy convicts on the hulk, Euryalus. 
53 See also Meredith and Oxley, 'Selected for Transportation', pp. 26-33. 
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Part Three 

Penal experiences of Salford Hundred 

convicts 

transported to Van Diemen's Land 
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Chapter Twenty-Four 

Van Diemen's Land - The Political, Economic and Penal Background 

In 1828 when the cohort of Salford Hundred convicts began arriving in 

Hobart, the colony of Van Diemen's Land had been in existence for twenty-five 

years. Its first small settlement had been made in September 1803 by Lieutenant 

John Bowen who landed at Risdon Cove in the Derwent with a party of thirty-nine 

including Surgeon Jacob Mountgarr~tt, a detachment of the New South Wales Corps, 

some settlers and twenty-four convicts. Risdon was an outpost of New South 

Wales, a formal occupation of Van Diem en's Land ordered by Governor King to 

check French interests and impede American whaling. King also saw it as a 

convenient penal colony for convicts from New South Wales who had been 

sentenced to further periods of transportation, and as a source of commercial 

products such as timber, wheat, sealskins and whale oil. 1 

The second settlement was made by Captain David Collins RM who arrived 

on 15 February 1804 after abandoning the Port Phillip settlement.2 Collins brought a 

substantial party with him. 3 On arrival he set up camp with Bowen but was 

dissatisfied with the site at Risdon Cove because of lack of water, unsuitability of 

land for agriculture and poor quality of timber. He moved the settlement to 

Sullivan's Cove on 19 February 1804 where the rivulet provided water, where there 

was fertile land, usable timber, a good harbour and a secure island for stores. He 

named the place Hobart Town.4 

Lieutenant Colonel William Paterson established a third small settlement in 

the north at York Town after landing at Outer Cove on 5November1804. 5 The 

1 L Robson, A History of Tasmania, Volume 1, Van Diemen 's Land from the Earliest Times to 
1855, Melbourne, Oxford University Press, 1992, pp. 33-41, hereafter called Robson, A History of 
Tasmania, and West, The History of Tasmania, pp. 30, 252 and 557. 
2 J Currey, David Collins A Colonial Life, Carlton, Melbourne University Press, 2000, pp. 174-178 
and 225, hereafter called Currey, David Collins A Colonial Life. One of the main purposes of the 
settlement was to create a strategic base from which Collins could monitor French activity in Bass 
Strait. See also Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, p. 185. 
3 Collins's party consisted of51 marines, 12 civil staff with 4 wives and children, 20 settlers with 27 
wives and children, 307 male convicts and 29 wives and children of convicts; West, The History of 
Tasmania, p. 557. 
4 Robson, A History of Tasmania, pp 36-43, and West, The History of Tasmania, pp. 31-33 and 
557. 
5 Robson, A History of Tasmania, pp. 36-43; West, The History of Tasmania, pp. 31-33 and 557. 
Paterson's party consisted of7 officers and settlers, 74 convicts, 64 soldiers and 36 women and 
children. In 1806 Paterson moved the settlement to Launceston and in 1811 to George Town; West, 
The History of Tasmania, pp. 575-576. 
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surrounding land was unsuitable for fanning and grazing, and as a result his 

settlement was soon in such a 'constant state of desperation' that he gradually 

extended the area of occupation to include fertile land around the South Esk River. 6 

From 1804 to 1812 the island of Van Diemen's Land was divided into two 

colonies governed by two lieutenant-governors, Paterson in the north and Collins and 

his successors in the south, neither subordinate to the other and both under the 

authority of a governor-in-chief in New South Wales. 7 Laws affecting Van Diemen' s 

Land were passed by a legislative council in New South Wales and approved by the 

governor ofNew South Wales, superior courts in New South Wales heard capital 

offences committed in Van Diemen's Land,8 revenue and expenditure were directed 

by the governor of New South Wales as was the disposal of land and the policy on 

discipline of convicts. As a result there were inefficiencies in the administration and 

execution of laws in Van Diemen's Land- inappropriate legislation was passed and 

approved, there were delays in the administration of justice, in approving land grants, 

in authorising tickets ofleave, in appointing officials and in making administrative 

and commercial decisions. Difficulties caused by distance and lack of timely 

communication meant that the governance of Van Diemen's Land was neglected by a 

remote authority in New South Wales to the extent that Bigge recommended 

separation. 9 

This subordination to New South Wales was inherited by the two governors 

who succeeded Collins10 
- Colonel Thomas Davey RM from 4 February 1813 to 9 

April 1817andColonel WilliamSorellfrom9April 1817to 14May 1824. During 

Davey's administration there were improvements in the general condition of Van 

Diemen's Land, the colony progressing from 'mere camps [and] scattered and 

miserable huts' to a rudimentary open prison with a small community of convicts 

6 Robson, A History of Tasmania, pp 52-55; West, The History of Tasmania, pp. 32, 35, 40 and 
575-576. 
7 In 1812 the island was united administratively under the command of the lieutenant-governor in 
Hobart; West, The History of Tasmania, p 562; and Currey, David Collins A Colonial Ltfe, p 225. 
8 S Petrow, 'Policing in a Penal Colony: Governor Arthur's Police System in Van Diemen's Land, 
1826-1836', in Law and History Review, Volume 18, Number 2, Summer 2000, p. 359, hereafter 
called Petrow, 'Policing in a Penal Colony'; and A Castles, 'The Vandemonian Spirit and the Law', 
in Tasmanian Historical Research Association, Volume 38, 1991, pp. 108-109, hereafter called 
Castles, 'The Vandemonian Spirit and the Law'. Stefan Petrow and Alex Castles pointed out some 
major consequences of higher courts in New South Wales being remote from Van Diemen's Land -
colonists unwilling to undergo the trouble and cost of prosecuting in Sydney, local lay magistrates 
hearing capital cases in Van Diemen's Land without authority, some offenders escaping just 
punishment and others being 'punished contrary to law'. 
9 Castles, 'The Vandemonian Spirit and the Law', p. 108; and Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict 
System, pp. 13-23. 
1° Collins died in Hobart on 28 March 1810. 
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and a few settlers governed by a hierarchical structure of civil and military officers. 11 

Davey began public works, built churches and a gaol, opened ports for 'general 

commerce' and encouraged commercial trading.12 Agriculture expanded as the plough 

replaced the hoe; the wheat and whaling industries got under way; Anc..lrt:w Bent 

printed Van Diemen's Land's first newspaper; scarce personal and household goods 

became available; and clothing was issued to those convicts who wore animal skins 

because of shortages in the ordnance supply. 13 

However, the progress of society was impeded to a large degree by some 

pressing social problems. Convicts who had been authorised to hunt kangaroos to 

feed the settlement during critical shortages now preferred to remain in the bush and 

make a living by plunder. Their numbers and predations increased to such a degree 

that they retarded agricultural development and induced a hapless Davey to illegally 

introduce curfews, declare martial law and execute offenders. 14 In addition, Davey 

failed to institute an effective system of convict discipline or regulate the daily 

activities of a large number of convicts who lived freely in townships. Criminal 

misbehaviour was excessive, particularly in Hobart where 'some parts could not be 

ventured into safely' .15 Pickpockets and thieves wandered unrestrained through the 

streets, robbery and violence were common especially at night and there was a 

thriving trade in stolen goods. Throughout the settler community there was a general 

perception that society in Van Diemen's Land was turbulent and uncontrolled, and 

that the habits of many convicts threatened security of life and property. 16 

Sorell' s administration was marked by exceptional economic development, a 

general rise in prosperity and the restoration of control over convict behaviour. 

Surveys of land were completed, an extraordinary increase in pastoral activities 

followed the opening of the interior by land grants, free emigrant settlers arrived from 

England, agriculture flourished, timber, whaling and fishing resources were exploited, 

coastal surveys were conducted, trade flourished and private commercial enterprises 

such as the milling of wheat and the tanning of hides were developed. There was a 

steady progression in the occupation of land around Launceston and along the Esk 

11 West, The Hist01y of Tasmania, pp. 46-48 and 60; and Robson, A History of Tasmania, pp 78-
79. 
12 Robson, A History of Tasmania, pp 75 and 83-93. 
13 West, The History of Tasmania, pp. 47-48; and Robson, A Hist01y of Tasmania, pp. 78-95. 
14 West, The History of Tasmania, pp. 47-48 and 67; and Robson, A History of Tasmania, pp 79-
82 
15 Robson, A History C?f Tasmania, p. 82. 
16 Robson, A History C?f Tasmania, pp. 78-95. 
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River in the north, at Ross and Oatlands in the central highlands, on the Ouse and 

Clyde in the west, and in the south east around Richmond and Pittwater. Sorell gave 

some direction to the island's civil, administrative and judicial processes. He 

instituted regular musters and a system of recording convict activities, generally 

brought order to the penal system, continued the elimination ofbushrangers17 and 

opened the first penal settlement at Macquarie Harbour in 1823 as a means of 

isolating twice-convicted convicts from the settled areas of Van Diemen's Land. 18 

Though Lord Hobart directed that the aborigines be protected, that violence 

against them be punished and that their rights be recognised, there was a violent 

collision between aborigines and settlers. A major issue was that the fertile land 

attracted settlers and the same land supported hunting and gathering by aborigines. 

As a result between 1821 and 1824 during a rapid increase in land settlement, the 

agricultural interests of the settlers conflicted with aboriginal interests. There was 

much violence, cruelty and mistreatment of aborigines by settlers during the 

occupation of aboriginal land, and by aborigines in retaliation for the loss of their land 

and the loss of their staple foods. 19 Continuing violence by settlers, whalers and 

convict servants provoked aboriginal revenge. Sorell was unable to stop these cycles 

of bloody encounters, cruelty and mistreatment; they persisted into his successor's 

administration. 20 

On the conclusion of Sorell's government in 1824, the population of Van 

Diemen's Land consisted of just over 6,000 free settlers and slightly fewer convicts.21 

The interior had been opened to pastoral and agricultural enterprises in a wide band 

through the centre of the island from Hobart to Launceston.22 There were 2,034 

horses, 84,476 cattle, 553,698 sheep and 708 goats - an enormous increase over the 

17 West, The History of Tasmania, pp. 58-59, 566 and 644; and Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, 
pp. 186-187. 
18 Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, pp. 187 and 210; and West, The H1story of Tasmania, pp. 395-
397 
19 West, The History of Tasmania, pp. 272 and 277-334. 
20 West, The History of Tasmania, pp. 262-266; Robson, A History of Tasmania, pp. 210-253; 
Melville, The H1story of Van Diemen's Land, pp. 30-40; and G Evans, A Geographical H1storical 
and Topographical Description of Van Diemen's Land etc, London, printed for John Souter by J and 
C Adlard, 1822, facsimile reprint, Adelaide, William Heinemann Ltd, 1967, pp. 11-25, hereafter 
called Evans, A Geowaphical Historical and Topowaphlcal Description qf Van Diemen 's Land 
21 In 1824 the population was: 6,029 free (3,781 males and 2,248 females), 5,938 convicts (5,467 
males and 471 females) and 240 aboriginals; 'Parliamentary Papers Relating to Van Diemen's Land, 
Copy of a Dispatch from Colonel Arthur to Lord Glenelg, Dated the 29th of October 1836; together 
with its enclosures, and Any Answer that may have been returned to the same. Printed 8th June 
1837, Enclosure No 2, Statistical Returns, from 1824 to 1835, with an Explanatory Letter to His 
Excellency from the Colonial Secretary. Printed 8th June 1837', p. 25, hereafter called Parliamentary 
Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 2. 
22 In 1824 there were seventy-two land grants of 43,420 acres. 
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few cattle and sheep imported by Collins and Paterson in 1804. Agricultural land 

was planted with wheat, barley, oats, peas, beans, potatoes, turnips, English grasses 

and tares, the farms so productive that the colony was not only self sufficient in food 

but was able to export grain. There were manufacturing industries - three breweries, 

a distillery, two fellmongers, five water and wind mills, a printing office, a rope 

maker, a sail maker, a sawmill, a soap manufactory, six tanners and nine post 

offices.23 Mail was delivered once every fortnight to all the major population centres 

throughout Van Diemen's Land.24 During 1824, thirty-five ships entered Hobart and 

Launceston carrying £62,000 worth of imports and taking away £14,500 in exports. 25 

Sorell was a steady administrator but not sufficiently resolute to fully repair 

the disordered condition of the colony after Davey's chaotic administration. 26 West 

described Sorell's police as corrupt and inefficient, and the 'habits of the population 

[as] daring, profane, and intemperate' to the extent that the security of the 

community was sometimes threatened by lawlessness. Though West's comment 

was overstated, the whole administration of Van Diemen' s Land in 1824 was in need 

of fundamental changes. The political and governmental structures were dependent 

on a distant authority, the penal system was not properly organised, many civil 

officers were inefficient or incompetent, and there was a lack of decisive command 

and direction. There was a need, West wrote, for vigorous determination to 'coerce 

such materials into order'. 21 

Colonel George Arthur arrived on 14 May 1824 28 and began a steady 

reconstruction of the administration of Van Diemen's Land. His strategy involved 

four distinct features - separation from New South Wales; decisive personal control 

over the functioning of government; the creation of a rigorous penal system; and the 

encouragement of economic growth not only for the general progress and benefit of 

the colony but also to support his penal system. 

23 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 2, pp. 22-23 and 29-30. 
There were no crop statistics for 1824 but examples for 1828 were: 20,357 acres of wheat, 3,864 of 
barley, 1,573 of oats, 646 of peas, 35 ofbeans, 1,292 of potatoes, 1,296 ofturnips and 497 of 
English grasses. 
24 There was a mail delivery service to Launceston, George Town, Sorell, New Norfolk, Macquarie 
Plains, Hamilton, Bothwell and Green Ponds; Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 
1836, Enclosure No 2, p. 30. 
25 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 2, pp. 19 and 20. 
26 Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, pp 186-187 
27 J West, The History of Tasmania, edited by AGL Shaw, Sydney, Angus and Robertson, 1971, 
p. 81, hereafter called West, The History of Tasmania. See also Shaw, Convicts and the Colomes, 
p. 188. Sorell had however laid the foundations for Arthur's penal system 
28 Colonel George Arthur was lieutenant-governor from 14 May 1824 to 30 October 1836, twice the 
normal period of a governor's service. 
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Separation from New South Wales 

Arthur first dealt with the problem of subordination to New South Wales. 

On 29 August 1823 when he received his commission in Britain, he pressed the 

Colonial Office for separation29 asking that the double system of governance cease 

because it did not give the governor authority in proportion to his responsibility. He 

wanted power to draft, pass and approve laws in his own legislative and executive 

councils, execute his own laws, control his own finances, make appointments, 

discharge officials, reprieve and pardon offenders, have direct access to government in 

London and have a local superior court to try criminal offences with sufficient speed 

to make justice exemplary and instructive. 

, Bathurst agreed, first granting him a 'modified independence', a compromise 

which was unsatisfactory and which was eventually replaced by full separation, 

approved by an order in council on 14 June 1825 and declared by Governor Bourke 

on 3 December 1825 during a visit to Hobart. Arthur was to be called lieutenant

governor, a lesser title which he accepted without rancour because of the great 

increase in powers granted with it. 30 

Control of the functions of government 

Arthur was an experienced and energetic colonial governor.31 His broad 

military background shaped his penal methods, and his experience in colonial affairs 

gave him an acute awareness of the administrative and political factors involved in 

29 Robson, A History of Tasmania, pp. 138-139; Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System, pp 
16-17; and M Levy, Governor George Arthur: A Colonial Benevolent Despot, Georgian House, 
Melbourne, 1953, p. 5, hereafter called Levy, Governor GeorKe Arthur 
3° Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System, pp 16-20; and Robson, A History of Tasmania, pp. 
137-140. 
31 Arthur had two distinct careers, the first military and the second administrative. He enlisted in the 
9lst Regiment in 1804, was promoted to lieutenant in 1805, captain in 1808, major in 1812 and 
colonel in 1814. He served in the Napoleonic Wars in Italy, Egypt, Sicily and the Netherlands and 
was wounded in action twice. He gained experience as a colonial administrator when posted to 
military-political appointments as military secretary to the Governor of Jersey, assistant quartermaster 
general in Jamaica and staff colonel and lieutenant-governor in British Honduras from 1814 to 1822 
where he was involved in suppressing the slave trade. The remainder of his career involved colonial 
affairs He was lieutenant-governor of Van Diemen's Land from 1824 to 1836 where his governance 
was so successful that after his return to Britain in 1837 he was promoted to major general, knighted 
and sent to Upper Canada as the lieutenant-governor In 1842 he was made a baronet, sent to 
administer Bombay, and though recommended to succeed as governor-general oflndia, ill health 
forced his return to England where he was promoted lieutenant general, made a privy councillor and 
died on 19 September 1854; Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System, pp. 1-5; West, The History 
of Tasmania, pp. 79-80; Levy, Governor George Arthur, pp. 16-23; A Shaw, Sir George Arthur 
Bart, 1784-1854, Carlton, Melbourne University Press, 1980, pp. 1-60, hereafter called Shaw, Sir 
GeorKe Arthur Bart; and Robson, A History of Tasmania, pp 137-139. 
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governing an isolated and independent colony, and in dealing with the bureaucratic 

requirements of the Colonial Office. However, his distinctive personal qualities had 

the greatest influence on his method of government, the most evident being 

obedience, efficiency, order and active management. Arthur was accustomed to 

obeying and being obeyed;32 he expected swift execution of his orders by 

subordinates without discussion or prevarication, and was steadfast when his 

decisions were challenged. His habits were regulated and he expected a similar sense 

of order and personal discipline in others. He had an obsession with detail and was a 

relentless supervisor. 

Obedience of orders was a primary characteristic. He had been instructed by 

the British government to correct defects in the government of Van Diemen's Land 

and bring direction and efficiency to its penal system. Arthur believed that in doing 

so the rights of free settlers were secondary - his primary aim was not the political, 

social and economic management of the colony for the benefit of free British citizens 

but the punishment and reformation of convicts. West wrote: 

The settlement of free men he considered but subsidiary to the control and reform of the 

transported offender; their claims, their duties, and their political rights were, in his 

view, determined by their peculiar position. They were auxiliaries hired by royal 

bounties, to co-operate with the great machinery of punishment and reformation 33 

When Arthur made it clear that Van Diemen's Land was a penal colony, that 

it would be conducted as such, that free institutions were against the aims of the 

penal system, and that the free would have to accept many disadvantages for the 

benefits they obtained,34 there was fierce opposition. Melville accused him of 

despotism 'superior to the power of any prince in Christendom', Bent and Murray 

called him 'a Gideonite of Tyranny' ,35 and Maconochie said he should have 'reasoned 

with the community as well as governed; he would have endeavoured to carry with 

him its judgement and inclinations, as well as its obedience'.36 

32 Arthur often demonstrated obedience to the commands of superiors, for example in a dispatch to 
Stanley on 10 March 1834 he wrote: 'The moment your final decision is conveyed to me, you may 
rely upon it that I shall carry your instructions into effect with as much zeal as though the measure 
had been decided upon my own suggestion'; Parliamentary Papers, July 1837 Report (Molesworth), 
Appendix No 3, p. 112. 
33 West, The Hzstory of Tasmania, p. 138. See also Shaw, Convzcts and the Colonies, pp. 234-239; 
and Petrow, 'Policing in a Penal Colony', pp. 356 and 360. 
34 Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System, pp. 2-11, 61 and 196; Robson, A History of 
Tasmania, pp 160 301; and Jackman, A Slave to Duty, pp. 52-53. 
35 Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System, p. 172; and Melville, The History of the Island of 
Van Diemen's Land, p. 212. 
36 A Maconochie, On Colonel Arthur's General Character and Government, 183 8, reprinted by 
Sullivan's Cove, Adelaide, 1989, p. 14. 
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Despite pressures by settlers for an independent judicial system, a free press, 

trial by jury and an elected parliament, Arthur was not diverted from his aim even 

though his policies 'must, in the nature of Things, continually clash with Colonial 

individual Interests, and consequently bring the Head of the Government into 

frequent Collision with the People'. Rather than seeing the many criticisms of his 

government as 'failures', he told Glenelg they were 'unequivocal testimony of 

[Arthur's] faithful Administration'. 37 

This determination to maintain the aim of the British government dominated 

his management of Van Diemen's Land. In addition, the penal system he installed 

was so firmly structured that it endured into the terms of succeeding governors. 38 Its 

most sustaining element was the authority to make regulations for 'the security of 

convicts or the maintenance of public tranquillity'. 39 These regulations were the 

primary means of control and classification of convicts~40 they were fundamental to 

the functioning of the penal system. Therefore any examination of Arthur's 

administration of the convict system would be incomplete without particular 

reference to the evolution of colonial penal law in regard to regulations. 

Colonial regulations 

Prior to the Act of 182341 governors were granted 'supreme executive and 

legislative authority ... the Governor's mere command was regarded as being 

sufficient authority for any executive act' .42 These were usually expressed in 

regulations issued by means of general orders, proclamations or the arbitrary exercise 

of authority. They were first used by Phillip who published daily orders.43 King, 

37 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, 'Enclosure No 1, Letter from Colonel 
Arthur to Sir John Franklin, dated Government House, Hobart Town, 29th October 1836. Printed 
8th June 1837', p 5, hereafter called Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, 
Enclosure No 1; and Castles, 'The Vandemonian Spirit and the Law', p 107. See also Maconochie 
to Russell 30 September 1837, 'Summary of Papers on Convict Discipline, sent home by Captain 
Maconochie', in Parliamentary Papers, Report on the State of Prison Discipline in Van Diemen's 
Land, etc, by Captain Maconochie, Presented to Parliament by Command of Her Majesty, London, 
W Clowes and Sons, Stamford Street, for Her Majesty's Stationery Office, 1838, p. 7, hereafter 
called Parliamentary Papers, Report on Prison Discipline, 183 8 (Maconochie ). 
38 Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Conv1ct System, pp 1-11; Levy, Governor George Arthur, p 6; 
Robson, A History of Tasmania, pp. 289-314; Shaw, Sir George Arthur Bart, pp. 94-134; and 
Hughes, The Fatal Shore, pp. 381-398. 
39 A Melbourne, Early Constitutional Development in Australia, New South Wales 1788-1856, 
Queensland 1859-1922, St Lucia, University of Queensland Press, 1963, pp. 3-5, hereafter called 
Melbourne, Early Constitutwnal Development in Australia. 
40 Arthur, Defence qf Transportatwn, pp. 109-110. 
41 4 Geo IV, c 96 (1823). 
42 Melbourne, Ear'y Constitutwnal Development m Australia, pp. 10-11. 
43 Melbourne, Early Constitutional Development in Australla, pp. 11-15 and 29. 
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Hunter and Bligh continued the practice. Bligh told Eden that the same laws of 

evidence and the same criminal laws applied in the colonies as in England, but when 

asked ifhe had power to 'issue ordinances and to annex penalties for the 

disobedience of them?' he replied that he did, that they were 'what we called colonial 

regulations' authorised by the Articles of War. 44 

The right of governors to make regulations45 was unchallenged until Ellis Bent 

complained to Bathurst that Macquarie's authority allowed him to 

exercise a power to make laws ... not merely bye-laws and police regulations, but 

general laws, upon all subjects, intending to be binding upon all classes, highly penal 

in their consequences, and in many instances directly contrary to the spirit and 

principles of the law ofEngland. 46 

Copies of regulations were sent by governors to the Secretary of State for the 

Colonies in Britain where they were accepted as a legal means of government 

because, it was claimed, they were 'as near as possible' to the existing laws of 

England, and because there was a view in Britain that restrictive and coercive 

regulations were necessary for the proper management of a penal society 'rooted in 

wickedness and vice'. Bathurst also supported Macquarie in his dispute with Bent 

over the legality ofMacquarie's regulations, saying that order was more important 

than the rule oflaw in a penal colony, and that the governor was free to make 

whatever regulations he needed for security, control and 'tranquillity'. 47 

The importance of regulations in the management of penal colonies was a 

result of an historical evolution of the merging of military and civil law in early New 

South Wales. 48 There were a number of reasons for the prevailing influence of 

military law in the penal colonies. First, during the process of establishing colonial 

judicatures permitted by the Act of 1787, legislators in Britain prescribed as little as 

44 Parliamentary Papers, July 1812 Report (Eden), p. 42. See also Castles, 'The Vandemonian Spirit 
and the Law', p 107. 
45 For a summary ofregulations made by Governor Phillip and his successors see Melbourne, Early 
Const1tut10nal Development m Australia, pp. 10-11. See also Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict 
System, pp. 19-23; Robson, A History of Tasmania, p 140; Petrow, 'Policing in a Penal Colony', 
pp. 360-361, Castles, 'The Vandemonian Spirit and the Law', pp. 110-111; J Nagle, Collins, the 
Courts and the Colony, Law and Society in Colonial New South Wales, Sydney, University ofNew 
South Wales, 1996, p. 153, hereafter called Nagle, Collms, the Courts and the Coloey, and J 
Henderson, Observatzons on the Colonies of New South Wales and Van D1emen 's Land, Calcutta, 
1832, Adelaide, reprint Australiana Facsimile Editions Number 103, Libraries Board of South 
Australia, 1965, hereafter called Henderson, Observations on the Colonies of New South Wales and 
Van Diemen 's Land 
46 Quoted in Melbourne, Early Constitutional Development in Australia, p 33. 
47 Melbourne, Early Constitutional Development m Australia, pp. 23-25 and 29-33. 
48 I am grateful to my supervisor, Mr Peter Chapman, for directing my attention to the subject of the 
merging of civil and military law in the Australian penal colonies which brought about the types of 
regulations and consequent offences associated with convict conduct in Van Diemen's Land. 
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possible, granting commissions and patents which gave Governors the exceptionally 

independent powers permitted by the articles of war, an authority normally given 

only to military commanders at war overseas.49 Second, the government chose 

military officers whose experiences of British justice mostly involved the use of 

martial law; and third, the penal colonies were in practice overseas military stations 

regulated by the Articles of W ar5° and the Mutiny Act of 1715. 51 

There followed a military dominance of legal structures and court 

procedures. 52 The president of a criminal court for example was a military judge 

advocate with a jury of six uniformed military officers, 53 an irregular judicial situation 

in British criminal law but supported by Bathurst who dismissed complaints about 

judicial irregularities not authorised by acts of Parliament, saying that a show of 

49 27 Geo III, c 2 (1787), 'An Act to enable His Majesty to establish a court of Criminal Judicature 
on the eastern coast ofNew South Wales, and parts adjacent'. This gave governors the authority to 
'proceed in a more summary way than is used within this realm', and Melbourne pointed out these 
patents gave governors 'an extensive influence over criminal jurisdiction', in Melbourne, Early 
Consfltutional Development in Australia, pp. 3 and 11-13. See also Atkinson, The Europeans in 
Australia, p. 179; Nagle, Collins, the Courts and the Colony, p. 29; Castles, 'The Vandemonian 
Spirit and the Law', p 112, Parliamentary Papers, July 1812 Report (Eden), pp. 7-8, 41, 79, 93 and 
98-101; and Neal, The Rule of Law in a Penal Colony, pp 54 and 93-9. Atkinson drew attention to 
the particular position of convict women and their inadequate rights to just and equitable treatment in 
a male military penal system, in Atkinson, The Europeans in Australia, pp. 137-138 and 261. 
50 Parliamentary Papers, July 1812 Report (Eden), p. 101. Because governors executed their authority 
according to the Articles of War, by default all persons in the colonies were subject to governors' and 
judge advocates' interpretations of the meaning oflaw. An example of the unusual use of the 
legitimate power authorised by the Articles of War occurred in Hobart Town in December 1808 when 
Lieutenant Edward Lord was acting lieutenant-governor. George Harris, a civil officer, surveyor and 
magistrate, on observing what he thought was an unlawful punishment, approached Lord and queried 
its legal status. Lord told Harris, 'I am now governor and commanding officer and will do as I like 
without you interfering' and placed Harris under arrest for mutiny. Lieutenant Colonel William 
Paterson, Captain-General and Governor-in-Chief, ruled that Lord had acted properly because Harris 
held a commission subject to the Articles of War Currey, David Collins A Colonial Life, pp 269-
276. 
51 Melbourne, Early Const1tutzonal Development in Australia, p. 32. In 1879 the Mutiny Act 
became the Army Discipline and Regulation Act, and Articles of War became Queen's Regulations 
and in 1881 the Army Act; Lewis, Australian Military Law, pp. 16 and 20-46. See also P O'Brian, 
The Hundred Days, London, Harper Collins, 1998. 
52 Neal, The Rule of Law ma Penal Colony, pp. 54 and 94-96. Bligh commented that in regard to 
both the civil and military colonial judicatures 'the semblance to Courts Martial is become irksome', 
quoted in Neal, The Rule of Law ma Penal Colony, p. 93. Ellis Bent when Judge Advocate ofNew 
South Wales complained to the Earl of Liverpool that his position was inconsistent with the proper 
administration of justice because, he wrote, when presiding over courts he was at the same time the 
committing magistrate, the public prosecutor, the judge and the jury, and in the course of taking 
evidence as judge he also decided the legality and propriety of his own evidence. This colonial legal 
system had such a strong analogy to the conduct of a military law that Eden reported to Parliament 
that the civil judicature in New South Wales 'resembles rather a court martial'; Parliamentary Papers, 
July 1812 Report (Eden), pp. 7-8 and 93. 
53 Petrow, 'Policing in a Penal Colony', p 362. Military juries sat on criminal cases in Van 
Diemen' s Land until 1840 The last supreme court sitting with a military jury probably occurred on 
3 December 1840 when Chief Justice Montagu presided with a jury of seven officers from the 5 lst 
Regiment. The next sitting of the supreme court was on 19 January 1841 with a jury of twelve 
citizens, and was recorded by the supreme court as 'The First Sessions of the Supreme Court under 9 
Geo IV, c 87 and Letters Patent bearing date at Westminster 4 March 1831 and Act of Council 2 Will 
IV, no l ', in AOT Hobart, SC 32/3. 
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military force was necessary in a penal environment and was a practical solution to 

the peculiar legal circumstances of penal colonies. 54 As a consequence, the creation, 

administration and judgement of law was left to the discretion 'and ultimately to the 

caprice of naval and military governors', and punishments were executed in a military 

way - certain, swift, relentless and painful. ss Atkinson concluded that the substantial 

result was that governors 'invented their own common law', a power of enormous 

significance and greater than that permitted any other Briton including the King. s6 

The most important outcome was the creation of colonial penal regulations, 

first by Phillip and then by successive governors including governors of Van 

Diemen's Land. 57 Thereafter regulations were fundamental to the process of control 

and discipline of convicts and the administration of the penal system in Van 

Diemen's Land, even after the passing of the Act of 1823 which did not repeal 

existing regulations nor limit governors' powers to make regulations which affected 

the discipline or administration of convicts. 58 

When raising colonial regulations, governors who were accustomed to working 

in a military legal framework, found it simple and convenient to adopt the practices 

of proven, traditional military law. 59 For example offences regarded as important to 

military discipline also appeared frequently in convict conduct registers - striking, 

using threatening language, disobeying a lawful command, resisting arrest, escaping 

54 Nagle, Collins, the Courts and the Colony, pp. 13-16 and 29; Currey, David Collins A Colonial 
Life, pp 49-91 and 220; and A Lewis, Australian Military Law, Hobart, Cox Kay Pty Ltd, 1936, 
pp. 7, 15-16, 20-26, 35-37 and 41-46, hereafter called Lewis, Australian Military Law. For opinions 
by Nepean, Sydney and Howe on the establishment of courts in New South Wales, see Neal, The 
Rule qf Law ma Penal Colony, pp. 8-12, 54-55 and 91-93. 
55 West, The History of Tasmania, pp 50-54. See also Nagle, Collins, the Courts and the Colony, 
p. 153; and Neal, The Rule of Law in a Penal Colony, pp. 12 and 54-55. West criticised Collins's 
arbitrary disciplinary powers permitted by the 'rules and disciplines of war' because he said there was 
an 'expedient' assumption oflegislative authority contrary to English law and 'sustained by penalties 
unknown in Britain'. 
56 Atkinson, The Europeans in Australia, pp. 261-263; West, The History of Tasmania, pp 51 and 
133, Neal, The Rule of Law in a Penal Colony, p. 32, and Petrow, 'Policing in a Penal Colony', pp. 
352 and 361. 
57 For Phillip's use of a regulatory system of government and examples of the variety of types of 
regulations imposed by governors during early settlement see Melbourne, Early Constitutional 
Development in Australia, pp 10-12 and 29. 
58 The Act of 1823 permitted the institution of a supreme court, made lawful the powers conferred on 
governors relating to convict discipline, to pardoning and to remitting of sentences, permitted the 
creation of a legislative council to advise the governor when making laws and ordinances for the 
'welfare and good government of the colony'; and required the chief justice to provide the governor 
with a certificate confirming that his legislation was not repugnant to English law. Melbourne, Early 
Const1tut10nal Development in Australia, pp 98-99 and 103. 
59 Atkinson, The Europeans m Australia, pp. 137-138; Henderson, Obsen1ations on the Colonies of 
New South Wales and Van Diemen 's Land, p 11; The War Office, Manual of M1lita1y Law 19 29, 
London, His Majesty's Stationery Office, 1940, pp 33-38, hereafter called Manual of Military Law; 
P Clark, Banning 's Milltary Law, Aldershot, Gale and Pol den, 1954; Lewis, Australian Military 
Law, 1936; and Parliamentary Papers, July 1812 Report (Eden), p. 79 
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from custody, breaking out of barracks, being out of bounds, insubordination, 

absence, drunkenness, negligence, gambling, stealing, being in improper possession of 

property, making away with government property, using obscene language and 

committing disgraceful conduct. 60 

The aim of governors was much the same as that of army commanders - the 

installation of an effective regulatory system to maintain good order, impose 

discipline and instil productive, institutional practices among large bodies of men. 

This legal and judicial inheritance enabled Arthur to make regulations and organise a 

penal system which suited his objectives, and which in his view benefited the 

administration of convicts in the colony and achieved the aims of the British 

government. 61 

Arthur's penal system 

The third feature of Arthur's administration was the creation of a rigorous 

penal system. The major elements were the establishment of a command structure 

through which he gained personal control over all functions of government; the use of 

convict assignment as a means of punishment and reformation; and centralised 

recording of convict experiences as a means of control and classification. 

Command structure 

Arthur created a military-style chain of command through which he executed 

his authority. There were three important functionaries at the first level: the director 

general of roads, the principal superintendent of convicts and the chief police 

magistrate. These officers reported to Arthur weekly, an arrangement which 'put the 

Head of Government in possession of the most minute Details'. As a result, he told 

Franklin, 'Discipline, Maintenance, and Labour of the Convicts are ensured; and 

upon their efficient Management depends in a great Measure, not only the Success of 

the Penal System, but really the general Safety and Welfare of the Colony'. 62 

60 Manual Qf Military Law, pp. 33-38. 
61 Neal, The Rule of Law in a Penal Colony, p. 92, Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 
October 1836, Enclosure No 1, p 6; Manual of Military Law, pp. 33-38; W Ullathorne, The 
Horrors ofTransportatzon: Briefly Unfolded to the People, Dublin, 1838, p 12, Forsyth, Governor 
Arthur's Convict System, p. 18; and Parliamentary Papers, Report on Prison Discipline, 1838 
(Maconochie ), p 15. 
62 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No I, pp 6 and 7 The 
emphasis was by Arthur. 
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The director general of roads was of 'essential importance' to Arthur's penal 

system because his department provided labour for more than 2,000 convicts who 

had re-offended and were required to labour under constraint to regain status. Work 

on the roads was organised in a tightly structured establishment with a 'Code of 

printed Instructions' for the guidance of managers, overseers and convicts, close 

supervision by 'Military Superintendents' and swift, certain and uniform 

punishment by 'Visiting Magistrates'. According to Arthur, this method of 

administering work on the roads gave 'greater Certainty and Consistency to the 

System of Coercion'. 63 

The principal superintendent of convicts had broad responsibility for the 

distribution, administration, provisioning and control of prisoners on landing and 

when held in barracks, gaols and houses of correction. 64 Under Arthur he kept a 

tighter control of the general movement and accommodation of convicts than had 

occurred with past governors when convicts found their own shelter and sometimes 

moved freely and unlawfully about towns and throughout the countryside. The 

objective, wrote Arthur, was to accustom the convict to restraint, 'to make him feel 

by degrees that he was under mastery'. 65 

The chief police magistrate co-ordinated the duties of district police 

magistrates who were the next layer in the command structure. Arthur preferred 

stipendiary police magistrates to voluntary magistrates who, he believed, were less 

disciplined, more independent and did not provide the uniformity of discipline or 

certainty of punishment as did police magistrates under his command and paid by his 

government.66 The benefit, Arthur wrote, was that 

the convicts now know with precision, what extent of punishment particular offences 

will bring upon them. 67 

Police magistrates were provided with a local office staffed by a clerk, some 

constables, a surgeon, a detachment of soldiers and a flagellator, and reported 

regularly to the chief police magistrate in Hobart. 68 They were responsible for 

conducting petty and quarter sessions, punishing convict offenders, maintaining 

63 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 1, p. 7. 
64 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 1, p. 7. 
65 Arthur, Defence qf Transportation, pp. 109-110 
66 Arthur, Defence of Transportation, p. 33; and Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, pp. 226-246. 
67 Arthur, Defence ofTransportatwn, p 33. 
68 A great number of constables were convicts. Petrow commented on the importance of convict 
constables to the functioning of Arthur's penal system, in Petrow, 'Policing in a Penal Colony', p 
363. 



328 

conduct registers, organising musters, issuing passes, reporting runaways, 

supervising the allocation, treatment and revocation of assigned convict servants, 

supervising police constables, gaols and pounds, conducting the general 

ndministrntion of the government and ensuring that there was regular application of 

the governor's decisions, especially in regard to uniformity and certainty of 

punishment. 69 Arthur told Franklin that 'there is no Branch of Government you will 

find to which I have more devoted myself personally than to this'. 10 

This magisterial system brought convicts under a more direct control of 

government than previously, improved discipline in the colony, stopped frivolous 

sentencing, reduced illegal punishments, ended the use of voluntary magistrates who 

owed no allegiance to Arthur11 and kept Arthur informed of the activities of dissident 

settlers, recommending those who should be favoured because they 'would advance 

his policies and contribute to the success of his system'. 72 Police magistrates were 

the central element of Arthur's system of surveillance in Van Diemen's Land, a place 

described by Peter Chapman as a 'sea-walled island panopticon' with Arthur as the 

'panoptical eye' at its centre.73 

Assignment 

The second element was the assignment of convicts - the key to Arthur's 

penal system. Convicts were sent to settlers as servants and to government 

departments to work in a variety of occupations. The fundamental idea was that 

'suitable' settlers and public officers provided work as an instrument of punishment 

and moral guidance as a means of reformation. Convicts were compelled to labour for 

food, clothing and shelter; in return masters were expected to supervise, control, 

discipline and encourage them to reform. Arthur said this system contained 

69 In February 1827 Arthur divided the colony into nine police districts; Forsyth, Governor Arthur's 
Police System, pp. 55-61; Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, pp. 199-201; and Shaw, Sir George 
Arthur, pp 71-73. Petrow observed that Arthur preferred 'men with military experience', probably a 
result of Arthur's previous military service during which he became accustomed to the active 
management of soldiers; Petrow, 'Policing in a Penal Colony', pp. 364 and 367-368. 
10 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 1, p 7. 
71 West, The History of Tasmania, p 85. 
72 Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, pp. 218 and 246. 
73 Peter Chapman compared Arthur's position at the centre of Van Diemen' s Land's penal 
administration with Bentham's Panopticon. He also pointed out that a panopticon in Van Diemen's 
Land not only would be 'too expensive and inherently impracticable' but also unnecessary because 
Van Diemen's Land itself was a 'sea-walled island panopticon', in P Chapman, 'The Island 
Panopticon', in Historical Records of Australia A Documentary Periodical, Volume 1, Number 2, 
August 1990, pp. 6-10, hereafter called Chapman, 'The Island Panopticon' 
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Bentham's main element- 'the gaoler should possess a personal interest in the reform 

of convicts under his charge'74 
- and this Benthamite principal was best achieved by 

assigning convict workers to approved masters who could satisfy Arthur's penal 

requirements of rigorous labour. 75 

It would not be generally for the interest of the settler to treat them, at least in the 

beginning of their service, as he would free labourers; for the obvious reason, that 

criminals are not usually good labourers - but townspeople of dissolute habits, who 

must serve as it were an apprenticeship in assignment, and be accustomed to exertion, 

before they can be useful. . . . The man must be compelled to labour - and the settler in 

exchange for his labour, must be content to submit to the drudgery of subjecting him to 

a superintendence, 'troublesome', and frequently it may be even 'odious', to himself 76 

The process of assignment began before convicts landed at Hobart. First, 

when a transport ship's anchor dropped in Sullivan's Cove, the surgeon 

superintendent delivered dispatches to the colonial government - gaol and hulk 

reports, hulk lists, the surgeon's report and a nominal return of prisoners. These 

documents assisted colonial officials to assess the state of convicts.77 Second, the 

muster master and colonial secretary boarded the ship and made a 'most minute 

examination of every prisoner on board' in such a way that 'generally draws from 

him many more particulars' not included in the indents, such as reports of 'character, 

disposition, connexions and course oflife' ,78 occupations, work skills, marriages, 

dependants, statements of offences and disclosures of previous convictions. This 

information assisted colonial officials to make appropriate assignments and was used 

74 Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth), p. xxi. See also Arthur, Defence of 
Transportation, pp. 103-104. Arthur assigned as many convicts to settlers as possible not only 
because he thought it was the best method of reformation but also because it kept down the cost to 
government of their maintenance. See Lieutenant William Gunn's report on women's assignment, in 
Archives Office of Tasmania, Colonial Secretary's Office, 'Report by the Board on Female Prison 
Discipline 1842', CSO 22/50, pp. 353-354, hereafter called AOT Hobart, CSO 22/50. Convicts sent 
to public works were employed in government departments: engineer, commissariat, ordnance, 
marine, sheriff, surveyor general, colonial secretary, military, field police and the colonial hospital. 
They worked as constables, mechanics in loan gangs, grooms in the government stables, gardeners in 
the government garden, tailors and shoemakers for the military, javelin men and labourers for the 
courts, clerks, messengers and watchmen for government offices, and in some cases were sent to road 
parties 'to form and gravel roads'; 'Return of Assigned Convicts, Enclosure No 3, Return of Convicts 
Employed on Public Works, John Lakeland, Principal Superintendent of Convicts, 1 May 1828' in 
HRA Resumed Series III, pp. 301-303. For convicts working for the crown in Hobart, open residence 
was provided in the Prisoners' Barracks in Campbell Street. 
75 Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System, pp. 51-76, and Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, pp. 
220-222, 226 and 251. To satisfy criticism that transportation was insufficiently painful, Arthur 
removed or limited the granting of indulgences by disallowing payment of wages, provision of 
alcohol, farming of allotments and issue of farm animals, and required strict work timetables and 
attendance at divine service on Sundays; Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, p. 218 
76 Arthur, Defence of Transportation, pp 14-15 and 20-21 
77 Parliamentary Papers, July 1837 Report (Molesworth), pp. 279-283. 
78 Legislative wording in 5 Geo IV, c 84, s 14 which guided hulk and gaol officials in England when 
reporting convict conduct. 
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as behavioural indicators during classification. 79 

Arthur believed that appropriate assignment was the key to his penal system 

and that it required his personal attention, but when the administration of assignment 

became 'more numerous and extensive' he created a board consisting of the colonial 

treasurer, the chief police magistrate and the principal superintendent of convicts to 

'consider all applications by free settlers for servants'. 80 After convicts had been 

questioned on the ship, the assignment board allocated them to appropriate settler 

masters or officers in the public works and notified the colonial secretary of its 

decisions. 81 

On disembarkation the convicts were escorted by constables through 

Hobart's streets to the Prisoners' Barracks in Campbell Street where the lieutenant

govemor addressed them, reminding them that they had brought this punishment on 

themselves but that they could be redeemed by good conduct. The clauses of the 

quarter sessions act were read so that convicts were clearly aware of colonial 

regulations and punishments. 82 They were then told of their assignments and 

'disposed of' to various masters. 

Those convicts who had been ordered by the secretary of state to be worked 

on roads or in chains were sent direct to road parties and chain gangs. Lord Stanley 

believed that transportation was of insufficient pain and terror as a deterrent, and to 

make it more severe he ordered that some convicts be placed in chains on arrival in 

Van Diemen' s Land, and worked under strict conditions on the roads or in public 

works department as an additional punishment. 83 Arthur opposed this punishment 

79 Parliamentary Papers, July 1837 Report (Molesworth), p. 282 The Tolpuddle Martyr, George 
Loveless, arrived in the William Metcalfe on 4 September 1834 and was interviewed by Muster 
Master Thomas Mason on the 9 September According to Loveless, Mason said, 'if you do not tell 
me here and now all and everything about them [previous offences], I will report you to the governor, 
you shall be taken on shore, and we will give you a second trial, and you shall be severely punished; 
now, what are those secrets you are so backward in revealing?', in G Loveless, The Victims of 
Whiggery, a statement of the persecution experienced by the Dorchester labourers with a report of 
their trzal, also a description of Van Diemen 's Land and reflections upon the system of 
transportatwn, August 1837, reprint Hobart, Cox Kay Pty Ltd, 1946, p. 22, hereafter called 
Loveless, The Victims of Whil(l(ery. 
80 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 1, p. 7. 
81 Maconochie told Lord John Russell that convicts were assigned by the board fairly and equally 
'according to certain conventional rules'; Parliamentary Papers, Report on Prison Discipline, 1838 
(Maconochie), p. 5. 
82 Parliamentary Papers, July 1837 Report (Molesworth), pp 281-283 
83 The chief justice ofNew South Wales advised that Stanley's additional punishment was illegal and 
the prisoners were released from irons though some were still ordered special 'treatment' on arrival. 
Seven Salford Hundred convicts were identified between 1833 and 1837 as having been sentenced to 
additional punishment. All had been convicted before of serious offences and previously sentenced to 
transportation 
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because apart from being unlawful it compromised his penal system of encouraging 

refonnation by reward and punishment. 84 

This was a thorough and structured process which made clear to convicts 

their obligations. At the same time according to Arthur it was an efficient means of 

achieving the aims of the transportation system - preventing misbehaviour by 

separating convicts from improper connections; punishing them by constant 

'irksome labour' and 'rigorous and well-sustained coercion'; and providing moral 

guidance and instruction in 'industry' to bring about reformation. 85 In March 1830 

Augustus Prinsep, a newly-arrived settler from India and an acute observer of the 

penal system, wrote: 'every encouragement is held out to improvement, whilst on 

the other hand, very strict rules are laid down, to which obedience is enforced. 86 

However there was strong opposition in England. Reformers proclaimed that 

transportation had failed. 87 It was, they said, not sufficiently rigorous to be an 

effective deterrent to crime at home nor adequately severe in the colonies as a 

punishment; any small gain in deterrence and reformation was insufficient return for 

the cost involved; assignment was 'uncertain, arbitrary, not systematic and not 

definite' because no distinction was made on account of length of sentence, age, 

character or nature of the offence; governors were lenient and granted indulgences 'to 

an illegal extent'; mechanics were inadequately punished or indulged by settlers to 

84 Evidence by Arthur to the Molesworth Committee on 27 June 1839, in Parliamentary Papers, 
August 1838 Report (Molesworth), p 307. See also Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, pp 250-253; 
Levy, Governor George Arthur, pp. 136-137, and West, The H1story of Tasmania, p. 443-444 and 
note 223, p. 661. 
85 Arthur, Defence of Transportation, pp. 5-7, 13-15 and 109-110. See also Shaw, Sir George 
Arthur Bart, p. 66; Levy, Governor George Arthur, pp. 132-135, and H Fry, A Letter to the 
Householders of Hobarton, on the effects of transportatwn and on the moral cond1tion of the 
colony, Hobart Town, printed by John Moore, 11 Macquarie Street, for the Committee for the 
Continuance of Transportation on a Modified System, 184 7, pp. 11-12, hereafter called Fry, A Letter 
to the Householders of Hobarton 
86 A Prinsep, The Journal of a Voyage from Calcutta to Van Diemen 's Land comprising a 
Description of that Colony during a six month's Residence from Onginal Letters Selected by Mrs 
Augustus Prinsep, London, Smith, Elder and Company, Cornhill, 1833, p. 63, hereafter called 
Prinsep, The Journal of a Voya}{e from Calcutta to Van Diemen 's Land. 
87 Whately, Thoughts on Secondary Punishment, pp 8-12; Chesterton, Revelations of Pnson Life, 
pp. iv-v and 184-211; Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth), Parliamentary 
Papers,, Report on Prison Discipline 1838 (Maconochie), pp. 5-8; Neal, The Rule of Law ma Penal 
Colony, pp. 11-12; J Burt, Results of the System of Separate Confinement, as administered at the 
Pentonville Pnson, London, Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans, 1852, pp. 1-4, hereafter called 
Burt, Results of the System of Separate Confinement; H Fry, A System of Penal Discipline; with a 
report on the treatment ofprzsoners zn Great Britam and Van D1emen 's Land, London, Longman, 
Brown, Green, and Longmans, 1850, pp. 19-21; Arthur, Observations upon Secondary Punishments; 
Arthur, Defence of Transportation; and Forsythe, 'Centralisation and Local Autonomy', pp 324-
331. In a despatch to Glenelg on 7 October 1837 Franklin gave a concise abstract of the two 
'different views entertained'; Parliamentary Papers, Convict Discipline in Van Diemen's Land, 
Ordered by the House of Commons to be Printed, 26 April 1838, pp. 3-4, hereafter called 
Parliamentary Papers, Report on Convict Discipline, 26 April 1838 (Maconochie). 
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retain their valuable work skills; 88 convicts on assignment were not instructed in 

moral reformation because their masters' aims were 'to make the most of labour'; 89 

convicts were coerced as 'slave labour' with the result that both masters and servants 

were degraded by it;90 'shepherds and neatherds, the most numerous class ... of 

inferior people' were better treated than agricultural labourers in Britain who had not 

offended; and transportation occurred so remote from Britain that it was ineffective 

as a deterrent to crime. 91 

Archbishop Whately, an independent liberal who was fervently against 

transportation and was driven by a utilitarian belief that all punishment should be 

abolished except 'that which was useful as a deterrent to crime' ,92 told Earl Grey: 

if the punishment really were a punishment likely to strike terror, there would be a very 

serious objection to its being removed so far from the knowledge or notice of those 

whom it is designed to deter to think of diminishing crime by simply removing the 

criminals, without holding out an effective terror to future offenders, is like undertaking 

to empty a lake by baling out the water, without stopping the river which flows into 
it.93 

Criticism came mostly from four main directions in England. First, from 

influential people like Whately, Howick, Stanley, Goderich and James Stephens who 

told Governor Arthur there was 'strong opinion' that convicts 'have too easy a time 

in the Australian colonies' ,94 second, from Parliamentary committees and reports;95 

third, from radical reformers such as James Mill, Jeremy Bentham, Sydney Smith, 

Edward Wakefield and the Quaker missionaries, James Backhouse and George 

Walker;96 and lastly, from popular opinion expressed in newspapers, magazines and 

88 Whately, Thoughts on Secondary Punishment, p. 67; West, The History of Tasmania, p. 437, and 
Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth), pp. vi-xix, xxix, xlv and 12. 
89 Parliamentary Papers, Report on Prison Discipline 1838 (Maconochie), pp. 5-8; Whately, Thoughts 
on Secondary Punishment, p. 28; and F Innes, 'The Convict System of Van Diemen's Land', in 
Monthly Chronicle, May 1840, pp 434-437, hereafter called Innes, 'The Convict System of Van 
Diemen's Land'. 
90 Parliamentary Papers, Report on Prison Discipline 1838 (Maconochie). pp. 5-8 The emphasis was 
by Maconochie. 
91 Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth), pp.viand xix; and Whately, Thoughts 
on Secondary Punishment, p. 71-72 
92 Dictionary of National Biography, Volume XX, pp. 1,334-1,340; and Levy, Governor George 
Arthur, p. 134. 
93 Whately, Thoul(hts on Secondary Pumshment, pp 8, 71 and 84. The emphasis was by Whately. 
94 Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, pp. 139-140. 
95 For example, Parliamentary papers, June 1832 Report (Colonel Davies); Parliamentary Papers, 
Report on Prison Discipline 1838 (Maconochie); Parliamentary Papers, Report on Convict 
Discipline, 26 April 1838 (Maconochie), and Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report 
(Molesworth). 
96 S Backhouse, Memoir of James Backhouse by his Sister, York, William Sessions, London, F 
Bowyer Kitto, 1870, pp. 52-59, hereafter called Backhouse, Memoir of James Backhouse; and Levy, 
Governor Georl(e Arthur, pp. 132-153. 
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ballads.97 

A fifth and more complex source of criticism came from a number of free 

settlers in Van Diemen's Land - men such as Loane, Robertson, Melville, Hood, 

Meredith, Kemp, Kermode, Bryan, Gregson and others whose condemnations were 

more a means of damaging Arthur than stopping transportation.98 Arthur told 

Bathurst and Hay that much colonial opposition came 'in the most artful and 

designing manner' 99 including that from troublesome colonists like 'Mr Lathrop 

Murray, Mr Andrew Bent, or Mr Gellibrand, or those few dissatisfied characters 

who are to be found bubbling on the surface of every society' .100 

In 1832 Whately published a letter to Earl Grey arguing that secondary 

punishment by transportation was 'eminently defective' because it encouraged 

contamination of the less-criminal by the more depraved especially by 'close 

association on ships'; there was 'uncertainty' and 'inequality' of punishment on 

arrival in the colonies ; there was a fundamental inability to rehabilitate convicts 

because there were too few respectable and refined free citizens in the colonies to 

guide a 'community of felons' to reformation;101 and transportation was either a very 

slight penalty or a 'reward' and therefore failed to reform convicts in the colonies or 

deter from crime at home. 102 This opinion was supported by colonists such as 

Magistrate Thomas Potter Macqueen who said convicts were better off than 

Bedfordshire farm workers, and Henry Melville who wrote that some free 

immigrants were 'destitute while the British convict was furnished with plenty of 

wholesome food, with warm cloathing, and comfortable dwelling' .103 These things, 

claimed Whately, were no deterrent to crime in England.104 

97 Levy, Governor GeorKe Arthur, pp. 132-153 
98 Levy, Governor George Arthur, pp. 109, 133, 151, 319 and 352; Robson, A History of Tasmania, 
pp. 291-296, Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System, pp. 170-171, and S Jackman, A Slave to 
Duty: A Portrait Sketch of Sir George Arthur, Melbourne, The Hawthorn Press, 1979, pp 48-49 and 
70-71, hereafter called Jackman, A Slave to Duty. 
99 Arthur to Bathurst, 21 April 1826, HRA, Series III, Volume V, p. 149. 
100 Arthur to Hay, 23 March 1827, HRA, Series III, Volume V, p. 242, and HRA, Series II, Volume 
VI, p. 240. 
101 In her study of the assignment system, Anne McKay concluded that only about 20 percent of 
settlers showed genuine regard for the rehabilitation of their convict servants, the remainder 
encouraged them either for their own interests or drove them by harsh punishment A McKay, 
'Assignment System of Convict Labour in Van Diemen's Land, 1824-42', MA Thesis, University of 
Tasmania, 1954, p. 355, hereafter called McKay, 'Assignment System of Convict Labour in Van 
Diemen's Land' 
102 Whately, IhouKhts on Secondary Punishment, pp 67-70. The emphasis was by Whately. 
103 Melville, The History of the Island of Van Diemen 's Land, p. 162. See also Whately, Thoughts 
on Secondary Punishment, pp. 67-70; Clark, Select Documents in Australian History, Volume 1, p. 
151; and Hughes, IheFatalShore, p. 317. 
104 Whately, ThouKhts on Secondary Punishment, pp. 155-163. 
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Recording and classification 

The third element of Arthur's penal system was centralised recording of 

convict experiences as a means of classification. After his arrival in Van Diem.en's 

Land, Arthur brought his previous military experience to the problem of the 

disordered administration of convict records, telling Bathurst: 

Every convict should be regularly and strictly accounted for, as Soldiers in their 

respective Regiments, and that the whole course of their Conduct, the services to which 

they are sent and from which they are discharged, the punishments they receive as well 

as instance of good conduct they manifest, should be registered from the day of their 

landing until the period of their Emancipation or Death.105 

The most important of Arthur's documents were conduct registers (Black 

Books). Every convict had an individual record in the conduct registers containing 

information about places of trial, offences in Britain, previous imprisonment, conduct 

reports from British gaols and hulks, particulars of 'marriages, deaths, pardons', 

offences committed in Van Diem.en's Land and other experiences which occurred 

during and after servitude. 106 These records were a detailed centralised source of 

intelligence and were used in the classification of convicts. They were a vital part of 

Arthur's penal system. 

The idea of classification was to enable a system of reward and punishment 

to be put into effect so there would be 'a continual circulation of convicts, a 

distribution of each in his proper place; in short a natural and unceasing process of 

classification'. 101 This was a procedure which Arthur believed assisted reformation. 

There were seven classes in Arthur's penal system and each step up or down was 

the result of a convict's behaviour. 108 Misconduct resulted in a downward step with 

painful consequences - the lash, solitary confinement, restraint in stocks, labour on 

the treadwheel, hard labour on the roads, labour in penal settlements in or out of 

chains, and additional years of transportation - or other punishments which were not 

105 Arthur to Bathurst 3 July 1825, BRA Series III, Volume IV, pp 288-289 See also West, The 
History of Tasmania, note 203, p. 659. 
106 P R Eldershaw, Guide to the Public Records of Tasmania, Section Three, Conwct Department 
Record Group, Archives Office of Tasmania, Hobart, pp. 4-5 and 27-32, hereafter called Eldershaw, 
Guide to the Public Records of Tasmania; and AOT Hobart Con 31, Con 32, Con 34, Con 40 and 
Con 44. The conduct registers were compiled by convict Edward Cook who began work in 1827 at 
the Chief Police Magistrate's Office in New Norfolk. The books contained 12,305 separate entries 
A detailed description of the form and an explanation of the purpose of these documents are given in 
Chapter Twenty-Six 
107 Arthur to Goderich, 27 February 1833, Historical Records of Australia (Hobart, Tasmania), 
Centre for Tasmanian Historical Studies, Volume 1, Number 2, 1990, p. 8. 
108 Shaw, Convicts and the Colomes, pp 218-221 and 229; and West, The History of Tasmania, pp. 
435-436. 
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'painful' such as an admonishment, a reprimand and a fine. Meritorious conduct or 

good behaviour brought about an upward step which was rewarded by granting of 

indulgences. Arthur's degrees of classes are shown in Figure 24-1. 109 

Figure 24-1: Degrees of Classes- Classification of Convicts in Van Diemen's Land 

Class Status 

first convict holder of a ticket of leave 

second assigned to work for a settler 

third emoloved on oubhc works 

fourth to work in road names without chains as a ounishment 

fifth to work in road gangs m chams as a ounishment 

sixth sentenced to hard labour m oenal settlements out of chains 

seventh sentenced to hard labour in oenal settlements in chains 

Constant good behaviour was an indication of reformation and was rewarded 

by the granting of tickets of leave, conditional and absolute pardons, remissions of 

sentences, monetary rewards, small indulgences such as the issue of tea and tobacco, 

and large indulgences such as free passage for convict families from Britain. These 

indulgences, wrote Arthur, were 

not conceded arbitrarily ... but every application is disposed of in reference to the man's 

recorded police character, which at once shews exactly what his whole conduct has been 

since the period of his debarkation. 110 

Tickets of leave were issued to a convict sentenced to seven years' 

transportation after four years in servitude, for a fourteen years' sentence after six 

years, and for a life sentence after eight years. m It allowed the convict to work on 

his own account, a reward according to Arthur which assisted reformation. 112 Arthur 

maintained strict personal control over tickets of leave to prevent improper issue 

which might undermine his system of reward and punishment. He believed the ticket 

had to be earned for good behaviour - simply being eligible was insufficient, though 

later he told Molesworth that a convict could be promoted to ticket of leave by time 

alone as well as by 'essential service' or good conduct. 113 Exceptional acts of merit 

109 These classes were described in evidence given by Arthur to the Molesworth Committee on 27 
June 1839, in Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth), p. 279; and Forsyth, 
Governor Arthur's Convict System, pp. 64-67. 
110 Arthur, Defence qf Transportation, p. 34. 
111 Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System, p. 77. 
112 Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth), p xvii 
113 Evidence by Arthur to the Molesworth Committee on 27 June 1839, in Parliamentary Papers, 
August 1838 Report (Molesworth), pp 279-281. Arthur also told Molesworth that in practice a 
ticket of leave was issued 'as a matter of course' if the convict was not 'bad', in Parliamentary Papers, 
August 1838 Report (Molesworth), p. xvii. See also Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, pp 230-231. 



336 

such as assistance in capturing bushrangers were rewarded with tickets of leave. The 

Salford Hundred convict, James Carey, was granted a ticket and £5 on 5 February 

1834 'in consequence of his meritorious conduct in apprehending in concert with 

others four desperate bushrangers, Ward, Newman, Buchan and Dawson';114 and 

convict William Henry Harrison was given his ticket on 24 May 3 8 'on account of 

his good conduct when his master, Mr GB Clarke's house was attacked by 

bushrangers'. us 

Convicts could have additional sentences remitted by the lieutenant

govemor, be granted conditional and absolute pardons and be issued with free 

certificates. Twei:ity-five Salford Hundred convicts had sentences remitted. There 

was usually no explanation, simply an entry in the convict's record such as 'His 

Excellency has been pleased to remit the sentence of this man's hard labour in order 

that he may be restored to freedom' .116 For example in 1844 James Murray was 

found guilty of' decoying away Jane Tampling eighteen years of age and residing in a 

114 LRO Preston, calendar of liberates, quarter sessions 10 January 1831; and Central Library 
Manchester, Addison, annotated copy of calendar ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions, 10 
January 1831 For stealing three pairs of ear rings, James Carey alias John Geary was sentenced to 
seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia from 23 February 1831 to 5 July 
1831, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Strathfieldsay (J) in July 1831. PRO London, HO 8, 
HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, SC 32/1, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/7, 1303 James 
Carey, Strathfieldsay (1), 15 November 1831 Carey was a labourer who committed this offence in 
Manchester He had been convicted before four times· in May 1829 for stealing two half crowns and 
imprisoned for one month; in October 1829 for stealing a watch and imprisoned for three months and 
flogged; in February 1830 for an attempted felony and imprisoned for one month; and in July 1830 
for an unnamed felony and imprisoned for three months. His conduct in gaol was unknown, in the 
hulk good and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 20 offences against 
colonial regulations including 6 for routine discipline,and 4 for drunkenness. He committed 3 
felonies. in 1837 he was sentenced to 2 months' hard labour 'for being on the premises ofR Murray 
at night for some unlawful purpose'; in 1838 he was tried by the Supreme Court, Hobart, for assault 
and robbery and sentenced to transportation for life; and in 1842 at Port Arthur was acquitted of a 
'strong suspicion of abstracting money from the pocket of Mr Combs'. During servitude he was 
punished with 1 reprimand, 5 additional years, 15 months' hard labour, 27 days in solitary 
confinement and 25 lashes. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1834 which was revoked in 1838 and 
re-issued in 1846. 
115 LRO Preston, calendar of liberates, quarter sessions 5 December 1836 For stealing a silk 
handkerchief, William Henry Harrison was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned 
in the hulk, Ganymede from January 1837 to 7 March 1837, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Blenheim I (2) in March 1837. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, 
Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/21, 2212 Henry William Harrison, Blenheim I (2), 16 July 1837. 
Harrison was a brick maker from Manchester. He had been convicted before three times· stealing a 
silk handkerchief and imprisoned for three months; stealing 3/- and imprisoned for one month; and 
imprisoned for an attempted felony. His conduct in gaol was bad and in the hulk and ship good. In 
Van Diemen's Land he committed 3 offences against colonial regulations· misconduct, idleness and 
neglect of duty as a constable. During servitude he was punished with 3 months' hard labour and 25 
lashes. He was granted a ticket of leave on 24 May 183 8 and a conditional pardon on 16 March 
1843. 
116 Other examples of wording in conduct records were: 'extended sentence remitted', 'additional years 
of imprisonment remitted', 'all sentences remitted', 'two year extension remitted', 'unexpired 
sentence remitted', 'additional sentence remitted', 'hard labour in chains remitted', 'remainder of his 
transportation remitted' and 'the sentence which this woman is now undergoing is remitted by the 
Lieutenant-Governor she is therefore restored to freedom'. 
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state of adultery'. For this 'moral' offence Murray was sentenced to nine months' 

hard labour which the lieutenant-governor 'remitted to ten weeks' without giving an 

explanation for this indulgence. 117 On other occasions reasons were given, especially 

when sentences were remitted for meritorious conduct. Salford Hundred convict 

George Hodges was a prisoner on the George III when she was wrecked in the 

Derwent on 12 April 1835.118 

The lieutenant-governor has been pleased to approve of this man's being relieved from 

all coercion and allow him to receive a general pass to be renewable every three 

months pending a referral to the Secretary of State on his behalf for meritorious 

conduct exhibited on the occasion of the fire on board the ship, George the Third, and 

the melancholy wreck of the vessel. 119 

Similarly indulgences were granted to Salford Hundred convicts for actions in 

support of police such as William Johnson's120 and Benjamin Fitton's121 'good 

111 LRO Preston, calendar ofliberates, quarter sessions 2 September 1833. For breaking entering and 
stealing silver plate from a dwelling house, James Murray was sentenced to transportation for life, 
was imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, from October 1833 to 4 January 1834, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Moffatt (J) in January 1834. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; 
and AOT Hobart, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/31, 1200 James Murray, Moffatt (J), 9 May 1834. 
Murray was a ploughman from Belfast, Ireland. There was no record of previous convictions. His 
conduct in gaol was unknown, in the hulk orderly and in the ship good In Van Diemen's Land he 
committed 21 offences against colonial regulations including 7 for insolence, 5 for misconduct and 4 
for disobedience. During servitude he was punished with 1 reprimand, 1 admonishment, 42 months' 
hard labour, 35 days in solitary confinement and 123 lashes. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1844 
and a conditional pardon on 23 November 1847 His father, John Murray, had been transported and 
was a clerk in the commissariat store in Hobart, and his two brothers and two sisters had immigrated 
to Van Diemen's Land as free settlers. 
118 LRO Preston, calendar ofliberates, quarter sessions 1 September 1834 For embezzling £80 17.0 
from his master, George Hodges was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the 
hulk, Ganymede, from October 1834 to 8 December 1834, and sailed to Van Diemen' s Land in the 
George III in December 1834. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, 
Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/21, 1914 George Hodges, George III, 12 April 183 5 Hodges was a 
clerk from Manchester with 'respectable connexions' - his father was manager of a cotton mill and 
Hodges worked as 'a clerk in a large establishment' There was no record of previous convictions 
His conduct in gaol and in the hulk was good, and in the ship very good - 'he kept the captain's log'. 
In Van Diemen's Land he committed 2 offences against colonial regulations: disobedience and 
disrespectful conduct when assigned as a clerk at the commissariat for which he was punished with an 
informal sentence of confinement to barracks for 3 months. He was granted a conditional pardon on 8 
December 1838. 
119 See Bateson, The Convict Ships, pp 232-241. 
12° For William Johnson's history see Chapter Eleven, p. 145. 
121 LRO Preston, calendar of liberates, quarter sessions 22 October 1835 For stealing an apron and a 
pair of shoes, Benjamin Fitton was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the 
hulk, Ganymede, from December 1835 to 2 July 1836, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in theLat{y 
Nugent (2) in July 1836. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 18, 
Con 23 and Con 31/14, 790 Benjamin Fitton, Lady Nugent (2), 12 November 1836. Fitton was a 
labourer from Rochdale. He had been convicted before twice: stealing a shirt and imprisoned for two 
months; and deserting from the army He said 'I never joined the Regiment - I was drunk'. His 
conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he 
committed 12 offences against colonial regulations including 4 for misconduct, 2 for drunkenness and 
2 for absence During servitude he was punished with 1 reprimand, 1 additional year, 7 months' hard 
labour, 7 days on the tread wheel and 14 days in solitary confinement. He was granted a ticket of 
leave in 1842 and a free certificate in 1843. 
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conduct in pursuit of the bushrangers and murderers, Jeffs and Conway'. Johnson' s 

conduct was 'to be taken into favourable consideration when he may apply for his 

free pardon', and Fitton's122 extended sentence of one additional year of 

transportation for absconding was 'remitted'. 

A convict could be granted an absolute pardon or a conditional pardon. An 

absolute pardon was irrevocable - it returned the convict to the status of free man. A 

conditional pardon was granted for good behaviour or meritorious conduct before the 

prisoner's term of servitude had expired. It gave pardoned convicts the same status 

as free colonial citizens except they could be re-committed to servitude if they 

offended in any way. Convicts released from servitude before the expiration of their 

sentences were called emancipists. Those convicts who served their terms until 

expiration of their original sentences were issued with a 'free certificate' and were 

called expirees. 123 

Three Salford Hundred convicts were 'discharged by proclamation by motion 

of the attorney general' during supreme court trials for felonies: Joseph Lutman on 

on 11January1845 for receiving stolen property;124 John Hughes on 23 July 1842 

for an unnamed felony; 125 and John Jones on 3 and 4 December 1846 for 'burglary in 

the dwelling house of Ruth Putney and stealing one pair of trousers value 20/- the 

122 LRO Preston, calendar ofliberates, quarter sessions 22 October 1835. For stealing an apron and a 
pair of shoes, Benjamin Fitton was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the 
hulk, Ganymede, from December 1835 to 2 July 1836, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Lady 
Nugent (2) in July 1836. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 18, 
Con 23 and Con 31/14, 790 Benjamin Fitton, Lady Nugent (2), 12 November 1836. Fitton was a 
labourer from Rochdale. He had been convicted before twice: stealing a shirt and imprisoned for two 
months; and deserting from the army. He said 'I never joined the Regiment - I was drunk' His 
conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he 
committed 12 offences against colonial regulations including 4 for misconduct, 2 for drunkenness and 
2 for absence. During servitude he was punished with 1 reprimand, 1 additional year, 7 months' hard 
labour, 7 days on the treadwheel and 14 days in solitary confinement. He was granted a ticket of 
leave in 1842 and a free certificate in 1843. 
123 Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth), pp. xvii-xviii; and Forsyth, Governor 
Arthur's Convict System, p 77 
124 For Joseph Lutman's history see Chapter Ten, p. 115 
125 LRO Preston, calendar ofliberates, quarter sessions 9 July 1832. For stealing two teaspoons, 
John Hughes was sentenced to transportation for life, was imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan, from 7 
August 1832 to 24 September 1832, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Georgiana II in 
September 1832. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart SC 32/4, 32/5 
and 32/11, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/20, 1471 John Hughes, Georgiana II, 1February1833. 
Hughes was a labourer from Armagh, Ireland. He had been convicted before three times· stealing lead 
and imprisoned for twelve months; stealing money and imprisoned for twelve months; and assault 
and bound over to keep the peace His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk orderly and in the ship 
unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 2 offences against colonial regulations: insolence 
and neglect of work; and an unnamed felony. During servitude he was punished with 7 days in 
solitary confinement and 36 lashes. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1841 and a conditional 
pardon in 1845 which was extended to the Australian colonies in 1846. 
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property of William Putney'. 126 During criminal trials in the supreme court, discharge 

by proclamation occurred when the 'attorney general was disposed to exercise his 

prerogative of those prosecuted in these cases particularly on account of the 

favourable character given of the accused'. 

Economic growth 

The fourth feature of Arthur's administration was economic grO\yth. Before 

1824 there had been a generally stable economy under Sorell; between 1824 and 183 6 

during Arthur's government there was astonishing growth in most economic areas -

revenue, trade, agriculture, land occupation, manufacturing, commerce and 

community services. Government revenue increased from £16,866 in 1824 to 

£91,320 in 1835, land revenue from £2,418 to £91,320 and government expenditure 

from £32,136 to £103,029. 121 Trade flourished- the value of imports rose from 

£62,000 in 1824 to £103,029 in 1835, exports from £14,500 to a spectacular 

£320,679 and wool exports from 192,075 pounds weight to 1,942,800. 

The most influential factor which brought about economic expansion was the 

extraordinary increase of 378.6 percent in the free population between 1824 and 

1836128 and the arrival of 19,960 convict men and women who contributed to the 

colony's prosperity by their cheap labour. Free and bond numbers and the ratio of 

convicts to free in Van Diemen's Land are given in Figure 24-2, and a comparison of 

the numbers of free and bond is illustrated by Figure 24-3. 129 

120 LRO Preston, calendar ofliberates, quarter sessions 24 October 1831. For breaking into a 
dwelling house and stealing £2 1.8, John Jones was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Justina, from 24 November 1841 to 11February1832, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Katherine Stewart Forbes (2) in February 1832. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, 
HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, SC 32/5, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/24, 585 John Jones, 
Katherine Stewart Forbes (2), 16 July 1832. Jones was a groom from Manchester He had been 
convicted before twice: stealing from a slaughterhouse and imprisoned for three months; and assault 
and imprisoned for three months. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk orderly and in the ship 
unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 16 offences against colonial regulations including 7 
for misconduct, 3 for routine discipline and for 'grossly ill treating a constable for which he was 
sentenced to twelve months' hard labour During servitude he was punished with 1 reprimand, 1 
admonishment, 28 months' hard labour, 4 hours in the stocks, 10 days in solitary confinement and 
60 lashes. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1838 and was free by servitude in 1845 On 3 and 4 
December 1846 he was indicted at the Supreme Court, Hobart, for burglary and was discharged by 
proclamation. 
121 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 2, pp 11 and 17 
128 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October J836, Enclosure No 2, p. 24 There was an 
increase of 339. 7 percent in the total population in the same period For the numbers of convict 
arrivals see Bateson, The Convict Ships, pp. 329-335. 
129 Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Penal System, p. 50; Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report 
(Molesworth), pp. xxiv and xxx; and Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, 
Enclosure No 2, p. 25. 
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Figure 24-2: Convict and Free Populations of Van Diemen's Land 1820-1851 139 

Date Total Population Free Population Convict Convict Percent 
Population of Population 

1820 5 468 2 512 2 956 54.1 

1824 12.303 6.365 5 938 48 .3 

1825 14.992 8 144 6 848 45 .7 

1826 15 192 8.230 6 962 45 .8 

1827 16.843 9 573 7 270 43.2 

1828 18 118 10 669 7 449 41.1 

1829 20.015 11.531 8 484 42.4 

1830 24.279 14.084 10 195 42 .0 

1831 27 118 15 100 12 018 44.3 

1832 30 906 18 200 12 706 41.l 

1833 36.090 21 100 14 990 41.5 

1834 37.500 21 962 15 538 41.4 

1835 40 172 23 204 16 968 42.2 

1836 41 800 24 100 17 700 42.3 

1837 43 600 26 OOO 17 600 40.4 

1838 45 800 27 700 18 100 39.5 

1840 45 999 28 296 17 703 38.5 

1842 58 851 38 519 20 332 34.5 

1847 67 918 43 800 24 118 35 .5 

1851 69 187 49 118 20 069 29.0 

Figure 24-3: Comparison of Convict and Free Populations in Van Diemen's Land 
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130 R Hartwell, The Economic Development of Van Diemen 's Land 1820-1850, Carlton, Melbourne 
University Press, 1954, p. 68 and note 143, p. 589. 
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Though there had been a substantial opening of land in the interior by Sorell, 

a more significant land occupation occurred under Arthur resulting in an astonishing 

growth in pastoral and agricultural production, two activities that were significant 

contributors to the island' s economic prosperity. 131 First, there were increases in 

numbers of horses, cattle, and sheep from 640,208 in 1824 to 833,291 in 1835. 

Second, there were corresponding increases in agricultural production - areas under 

crops expanded from 34,033 acres in 1828 to 87,283 in 1835 with a consequent 

exceptional growth in primary produce. A comparison of agricultural production in 

Van Diemen's Land between 1829 and 1835 is given in Figure 24-4. The percentage 

increases are illustrated in Figure 24-5 .132 

Figure 24-4: Van Diemen's Land - Agricultural Production 1829 and 1835m 

Crop Production in 1829 Production in 1835 Percentage Increase 

wheat bushels 318 641 508 965 159.7 

barlev bushels 60 664 153.940 253 .8 

oats bushels 34.166 160.000 468.3 

oeas bushels 8 776 13 OOO 148 . l 

beans bushels 235 870 370.2 

ootatoes tons 5 192 12,000 231 . l 

tumios tons 11.055 35 OOO 316.6 

hav tons 2,098 7 OOO 333 .7 

Figure 24-5: Increase in Agricultural Production in Van Diemen's Land 1829 and 1835 
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131 Arthur granted 1,413,280 acres during his administration and there was a flourishing market in 
sales of broad acre farms and town allotments totalling 241 ,911 acres with a value of £107,007; 
Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 2, pp. 11 and 22 . 
132 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 2, pp. 11 , 12 and 23-24 . 
133 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 2, p. 24. 
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Industry and commerce increased as a consequence of general prosperity. In 

1824 there were twenty-two businesses in Van Diemen's Land; in 1835 there were 

133 spread throughout the colony. 134 In 1824 there was one ship of forty-five tons 

based in Van Diemen's Land; in 1835 there were seventy-one ships of 4,397 tons, 

some trading with New South Wales and the Port Phillip District and many involved 

in fishing and whaling. 135 Finance to develop commercial enterprises was provided by 

six banks with a nominal capital of £320,000 and an interest rate averaging about 

eight percent. 136 

Services developed as the population increased and agriculture and industry 

expanded. For example in 1828 there were eight public schools teaching 419 children; 

by 1835 there were twenty-nine teaching 1,177 children as well as private schools in 

'almost every township' .137 In 1824 mail was delivered on foot; in 1835 mail carts 

carried mail twice a week between Hobart and Launceston and delivered to most 

townships in the interior. 138 The construction and condition of roads improved 

sufficiently to allow coaches to travel twice a week between Hobart and Launceston 

carrying public passengers. 139 

Colonial Secretary John Montagu reported to Arthur that between 1824 and 

1835 there had been an extraordinary and rapid advancement in colonial economic 

affairs as a result of Arthur's careful, methodical and effective management of 'the 

general welfare of the Inhabitants of this Colony, and the Security of their persons 

and Prosperity'. 140 

This extraordinary growth in the economy put pressure on Arthur. His main 

objective was to govern Van Diemen's Land as a penal colony in accordance with the 

requirements of the British government; to do so he needed to regulate society. On 

the other hand, the objective of most settlers was the pursuit of economic interests, 

and in doing so they opposed restrictions which hindered commercial expectations. 

These two requirements were dependent on each other - Arthur needed settlers to 

continue economic expansion so that the economy was sufficiently prosperous to 

134 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 2, p. 29 
135 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 2, pp 11, 19 and 21. In 
1835 fishing products were valued at £64,858. 
136 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 2, pp. 12-13 and 29. 
137 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 2, pp. 13, 31 and 32-35. 
138 The post office sent 212, 191 letters and newspapers and received 99,602 in 1835 and made an 
income of £3,852; Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 2, p 30 
139 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 2, pp. 13 and 30. 
140 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 2, p. 13. 
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support his penal system, and at the same time the settlers' prosperity was 

conditional on cheap labour provided by the penal system. 141 It was Arthur who 

manoeuvred through political difficulties to maintain a mutually advantageous 

relationship. 142 

This rigorous penal system with its punishment by assigned work, its 

classification by re~ard and punishment and its meticulous recording of convict 

experiences, was in place and operating fully and efficiently under Arthur's direction 

from the arrival of the first of the Salford Hundred convict cohort in 1828 until the 

last landed in Hobart in 183 7. In order to determine the influence of the penal 

system on the subsequent behaviour of Salford Hundred convicts, two examinations 

will be conducted in following chapters. First, an identification of the condition of 

the cohort of 723 Salford Hundred convict men and women when they arrived in Van 

Diem en's Land~ and second, an examination of social, penal and criminal experiences 

of Salford Hundred convicts during their servitude. 

141 Petrow commented that cheap convict labour, capital brought by settlers and an increase in free 
immigrants with a work ethic all stimulated the economy; Petrow, 'Policing in a Penal Colony', p 
360 Molesworth's report concluded that extraordinary wealth arose from the contribution of convict 
labour and a government market for local produce, in Parliamentary Papers, August 183 8 Report 
(Molesworth), p. xxxiv. 
142 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, pp. 1-5; Enclosure No 3, 'Address 
presented by the Members of the Legislative Council to Lieutenant Governor Arthur, dated 13th 
August 1836; and his Excellency's Reply. Printed 8th June 1837', pp. 52-53; Enclosure No 4, 
'Extracts from the Hobart Town Courier of28th October 1836. Printed 8th June 1837', pp. 54-57; 
and 'Copy of a Dispatch from Lord Glenelg to Lieutenant-Governor Sir J Franklin. Number 11. 
Printed 8th June 1837', p. 58. 
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Chapter Twenty-Five 

Social and Behavioural Characteristics of Salford Hundred Convicts 

Transported to Van Diemen's Land 1828-1837 

Previous chapters identified some characteristics of the 7,763 people 

committed to trial at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions between 1828 and 1837, 

and 1,728 who were convicted and sentenced to transportation. This chapter 

identifies social and behavioural characteristics of the cohort of 723 Salford Hundred 

convict men and women actually transported to Van Diemen's Land. Nine factors 

are examined: gender, types of offences committed, sentences, criminal histories, 

ages, native places, urban distribution of offences, marital status and occupations. 

These factors represented the condition of the cohort of convicts on arrival in Van 

Diemen's Land and are used as benchmarks against which subsequent experiences 

and behaviour can be measured. 

A nineteen-year-old labourer, Joseph Ackerly,1 was the first of the cohort to 

arrive in Van Diemen' s Land. He had been sentenced to fourteen years' 

transportation for breaking and entering William Hargreaves' s shop in Manchester 

and stealing nine pairs of shoes, forty pounds weight of tobacco and a handkerchief 

Ackerly came on the Woodford (2) with fourteen other Salford Hundred male 

convicts - eight housebreakers, two bleached-linen thieves, two street robbers, a 

pickpocket and a sacrilegus. Six had been sentenced to transportation for life and the 

other eight to fourteen years. The youngest was fifteen, the eldest twenty-two. 

The first seven of the cohort's women convicts came to Van Diemen's Land 

on 8 October 1828 in the transport ship, Borneo. The first to be examined by 

colonial officials was Mary Archer a nineteen-year-old nursemaid, convicted thief 

and prostitute of 'four years' who had been sentenced to fourteen years' 

transportation for receiving stolen skins. 2 She was followed by Margaret Carrol an 

1 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 21 January 1828. Joseph Ackerly (Ackerley) 
was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, York, from 20 February 
1828 to 22 April 1828, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Woodford (2) in April 1828. PRO 
London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/1, 
288 Joseph Ackerly, Woodford (2), 25 August 1828. Ackerly was the son ofa milkman from the 
Deansgate criminal area in Manchester. He had been convicted twice before: stealing carding combs 
and imprisoned for five months, and vagrancy and imprisoned for three months. His conduct in gaol 
was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed one 
offence of disobedience for which he was sentenced to fifty lashes. He was granted a free certificate 
on 21 January 1842. 
2 For Mary Archer's history see Chapter Fifteen, p. 208. 
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Irish mother of five,3 'servant of all work' and twice-convicted thief who had been 

transported for stealing three silk handkerchiefs; Fanny Evans a 'pockpitted' 

needlewoman from Cheshire who stole a pelisse;4 Betty the wife of Andrew Clough a 

forty-six-year-old washerwoman and housebreaker who had been indicted three times 

before for larceny;5 Elizabeth White a nursemaid and highway robber who had been 

charged twice previously with stealing money from the person;6 Mary Makin a 

house servant and prostitute who had been imprisoned several times for being 

disorderly and had been transported for stealing 13/- from the pocket of a customer;7 

and Fanny Burgess a fifty-year-old washerwoman who stole a bonnet from an old 

pauper woman's dwelling. She told the superintendent of convicts, 'drunkenness has 

3 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 21 January 1828. For stealing handkerchiefs, 
Margaret Carrol was sentenced to seven years' transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Borneo in May 1828. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 
40/1, 117 Margaret Carrol, Borneo, 8 October 1828. Carrol was a servant of all work from Cork, 
Ireland. She had been convicted before for stealing glasses and imprisoned for two months. She was 
the mother of five children aged between ten and twenty. Her conduct in gaol was bad and in the 
ship unknown. In Van Diemen' s Land she committed 10 offences against colonial regulations 
including 3 for drunkenness and 3 for disorderly conduct. During servitude she was punished with 7 
months' hard labour and 55 days in solitary confinement. She was granted a free certificate in 1835. 
4 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 21 January 1828. For stealing a pelise, Fanny 
Evans was sentenced to seven years' transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Borneo 
in May 1828 PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/3, 
29 Fanny Evans, Borneo, 8 October 1828. Evans was a needlewoman and housemaid from 
Northwich, Cheshire. She had been convicted before for stealing dresses and imprisoned for two 
months in the New Bailey. Her conduct in gaol was bad and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's 
Land she committed 5 offences against routine discipline and 2 felonies - suspicion of theft and 
acquitted; and 'stealing a shawl value 2/6, the goods of Archibald Maclean' and sentenced by Hobart 
Town quarter sessions to an additional 6 months' transportation. During servitude she was punished 
with 4 months' hard labour, an additional 6 months and 17 days in solitary confinement. She was 
free by servitude on 21 July 1835. 
5 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 21 January 1828. For breaking into a dwelling 
house and stealing linen cloth, Betty Clough was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, and 
sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Borneo in May 1828. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and 
AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/1, 116 Betty Clough, Borneo, 8 October 1828. Clough 
was a washerwoman aged forty-six from Canada. She said 'I did not live with my husband, I got my 
living by washing'. She had been indicted before three times. stealing clothing and imprisoned for 
six months; stealing 'an old bed gown' and imprisoned for two years; and acquitted for stealing '2 
old handkerchiefs'. Her conduct in gaol was bad and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land 
she absconded from assignment to Mr Boyd in January 1829 and was returned to the Female Factory 
She remained an invalid in the house of correction until 1833 and died at New Norfolk on 1 July 
1841. 
6 For Elizabeth White's history see Chapter Eight, p. 79. 
7 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 21 January 1828. For stealing money from the 
person, Mary Makin (Making) was sentenced to seven years' transportation, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Borneo in May 1828. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 
15, Con 19 and Con 40/7, 75 Mary Makin, Borneo, 8 October 1828. Makin was a servant of all 
work from Manchester. She had been convicted before twice for being disorderly and imprisoned for 
one and three months. She had been a prostitute for two months prior to this offence. Her conduct 
in gaol was bad and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land she committed 16 offences 
including 4 for absence, 4 for neglect of work and 4 for insolence In March 1830 she had her head 
shaved for 'outrageous insolence to the Principal Superintendent of Convicts'. During servitude she 
was punished with 24 months' hard labour and 44 days in solitary confinement. She was granted a 
free certificate in January 183 5. 
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brought me here'. 8 

Rates of transportation by gender 

The majority of the cohort of 723 Salford Hundred transported convicts was 

male - 628 were men and ninety-five women. This ratio was not only the result of 

most indictments at quarter sessions being against men, but also because males were 

more likely to be actually transported than females. After convicts had been 

sentenced at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions to transportation, there followed a 

recognisable pattern - an increase in the male rate of retention in the transportation 

system and a decline in the female rate. Males made up 79. 8 percent of all 

committals to Salford Hundred quarter sessions, the rate increasing to 85.6 percent of 

those sent~nced to transportation and to 86.9 percent of convicts actually 

transported to Van Diemen's Land. The opposite pattern occurred for female 

convicts. Women made up 20.2 percent of all committals, reducing to 14.4 percent 

of offenders sentenced to transportation and 13.1 percent of convicts actually 

transported. 9 

Comparisons of these rates of transportation by gender are shown in Figure 

25-1. 

Figure 25-1: Salford Hundred Convicts - Gender Rates of Transportation 1828-1837 

Gender Percent of All Percent Sentenced to Percent Transported 
Committals (7,763) Transportation to VDL (723) 

(1,728) 

males 79 8 85 6 86.9 

females 20.2 14.4 13. l 

total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Types of offences committed in Britain 

Generally there was little variation between the rates of committals to trial at 

quarter sessions for each type of offence and the rates of actual transportation for 

these same offences. However there were two striking exceptions when sentencing 

to transportation was remarkably high- stealing from the person, and breaking and 

entering. This was probably the result of a nineteenth-century contemporary belief 

8 For Fanny Burgess's history see Chapter Twenty-One, p. 281. 
9 This rate of female transportation of 13 3 percent is slightly less than the 15 percent calculated by 
Robson, in Robson, The Convict Settlers qf Australia, p. 74. 
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in the criminal seriousness of these two offences, and the requirements of Peel's 

consolidation acts that obliged magistrates to punish them with severity. 

Figure 25-2 shows the numbers of general offences committed in Britain by 

Salford Hundred convicts who were transported to Van Diemen's Land. It also 

makes comparisons between rates of offending against specific general offences by 

transported convicts and by all committals to the Salford Hundred quarter sessions. 

Figure 25-2: Salford Hundred Convicts - Types of Offences Committed 

in Britain by Transported Convicts 1828-1837 

General Offences Male Female Total Percent of Percent of 
Convicts Convicts Convicts Convicts Committals 

Transported Transported Transported Transported to Quarter 
toVDL toVDL toVDL toVDL Sessions 

(628) (95) (723) (723) (7,763) 

stealing wearin2 annarel 176 23 199 27.5 25.4 

stealin2 nronertv 146 6 152 21.0 24.7 

stealin2 monev 63 25 88 12.2 11.4 

stealmg cloth 58 3 61 8.4 8.9 

stealin2 from the nerson 66 30 96 13.3 8.2 

stealin2 food 31 0 31 4.3 4.8 

rece1vmg knowing stolen 10 6 16 2.2 3.4 

assault 10 0 10 1.4 3.1 

false nretences. embezzling 14 1 15 2.1 3.1 

stealing livestock 14 0 14 1.9 3.1 

breaking entenng a warehouse 15 0 15 2.1 1.2 

breaking enterin2 a dwelling 19 0 19 2.6 0.5 

breaking entenn2 a shoo 6 I 7 1.0 0.4 

bastardv 0 0 0 0.0 0.4 

other 0 0 0 0.0 1.4 

total 628 95 723 100.0 100.0 

Sentences of transportation 

Seven years was the most frequent sentence of transportation given to the 

cohort of the 723 Salford Hundred convicts transported to Van Diemen's Land 

between 1828 and 1837. Over 62 percent were transported for seven years, nearly 

28 percent for fourteen years and more than 9 percent for life. The numbers of 

convicts in each category of sentencing to transportation are given in Figure 25-3. 
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Figure 25-3: Salford Hundred Convicts - Sentences of Transportation 

to Van Diemen's Land 1828-1837 

Sentence Male Convicts Female Convicts Total Convicts Percent of 
Transported to Transported to Transported to Convicts 

VDL VDL VDL Transported to 
VDL(723) 

transoortation for 7 vears 392 62 454 62.8 

transoortation for 14 vears 178 24 202 27 9 

transportation for life 58 9 67 9.3 

total 628 95 723 100.0 

These rates differ considerably from Robson's calculations - 50 percent for 

seven years, 25 percent for ten to fifteen years and 25 percent for life. 10 There are 

also differences between the sentencing of Salford Hundred convict women and 

Oxley's calculations, particularly to terms of seven and fourteen years. 11 These 

differences in sentencing between calculations for the Salford Hundred convicts and 

calculations by Robson and Oxley are shown in Figure 25-4 and illustrated by charts 

in Figures 25-5 and 25-6. 

Figure 25-4: Salford Hundred Convicts - Lengths of Sentences of Transportation 

and Comparisons with Calculations by Robson and Oxley12 

Sentence of Percent of Percent of Percent of Percent of Percent of 
Transportation Salford Robson's Salford Robson's Oxley's 

Hundred Male Male Hundred Female Female Female 
Convicts Convicts Convicts Convicts Convicts 

7 vears 62.4 51.0 65.2 74.0 78.9 

10-15 vears 28.4 21 0 25 3 18.0 12.7 

life 9.2 27.0 9.5 8.0 8.4 

no response 00 1.0 00 0.0 0.0 

total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

The probable reason for these variations in sentencing is that Robson's and 

Oxley's calculations were based on all convicted felons sentenced to transportation 

by all criminal courts throughout Britain and Ireland during the whole period of 

transportation, while the Salford Hundred calculations were limited to quarter 

sessions during a restricted period in a distinct geographic area containing a largely 

urban population. 

10 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 143 
11 Oxley, ConvictMaids, p. 264. 
12 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, pp. 177 and 185; and Oxley, Convict Maids, p. 264 
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Figure 25-5: Salford Hundred Convicts - Lengths of Sentences of Transportation 

of Male Convicts and a Comparison with Calculations by Robson 

Male Convict Sentencing - Comparison with Robson 
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Figure 25-6: Salford Hundred Convicts - Lengths of Sentences of Transportation 

of Female Convicts and a Comparison with Calculations by Robson and Oxley 
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Criminal histories 

Most of the Salford Hundred convicts who were transported to Van 

Diemen' s Land had histories of convictions for offences committed in Britain. The 

numbers of convicts who had been 'convicted before' and who had 'offended before' 

are shown in Figure 25-7. 

Figure 25-7: Salford Hundred Convicts - Criminal Histories13 

Year of Sentence Convicts Indicted as Convicted Recorded as Offended 
to Transported to VDL Before and Before and Transported 

Transportation Transported to VDL toVDL 

1828 44 34 42 

1829 40 19 32 

1830 69 40 52 

1831 91 58 82 

1832 84 62 79 

1833 85 51 71 

1834 75 18 62 

total 488 282 420 

Of 488 convicts transported to Van Diemen's Land between 1828 and 1834, 

282 had the compounding offence of 'having been convicted before of a felony' 

entered in their indictments. This was a rate of 57.8 percent, remarkably high when 

compared with the rate of21.9 percent for all committals to trial at the Salford 

Hundred quarter sessions In addition, 420 of these 488 convicts had records of 

other previous offences, many being misdemeanours unrelated to indictments at 

quarter sessions. This was a rate of 'offended before' of 86.6 percent, significantly 

higher than estimates by Radzinowicz and Hood, Shaw and Robson. 14 

This high rate of both 'convicted before' and 'offended before' not only 

confirms that the most influential factor which affected sentencing to transportation 

13 The 'convicted before' calculation is for the period 1828-1834 because the compounding 
circumstance 'of having been convicted before of a felony' was included in post-trial indictments 
between 1828 and 1834 only, and not in pre-trial indictments between 1835 and 1837. 
14 Radzinowicz and Hood, and Shaw estimated a rate of previous convictions of between 50 and 66 
percent These estimates may have included convictions for misdemeanours as well as felonies; 
Radzinowicz and Hood, A History of English Criminal Law Volume 5, p. 484; and Shaw, Convicts 
and the Colonies, p 151. Robson calculated that 72 percent of all convicts had previously been in 
gaol or fined for offences He qualified his calculation for men 'formerly punished by public justice', 
writing that the rate varied between 33 percent and 78 percent, and the 'true figure was probably close 
to 60 percent', in Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, pp. 36, 76 and 176-177. Magistrate 
James Norris said that between 25 and 30 percent of offenders who appeared before him for trial at 
quarter sessions had been convicted before of a felony; Salford Hundred quarter sessions' reports in 
The Manchester Guardian, Wheeler's Manchester Chronicle and The Manchester Courier and 
Lancashire General Advertiser between 1828 and 183 7. 
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was previous misbehaviour, but also clearly supports Shaw's and Clark's views that 

transported convicts were 'perennially petty thieves' who 'indulged in theft 

whenever opportunity offered' .15 Nevertheless, offences committed by transported 

Salford Hundred convicts were not always petty - those convicts who were 

transported were the worst behaved of all committals to trial at the Salford Hundred 

quarter sessions or had committed serious offences. 

Of these same 488 Salford Hundred convicts, 206 were transported to Van 

Diemen's Land though their indictments did not include the aggravating circumstance 

of having been convicted before of a felony. There were two main reasons for this 

apparent anomaly in sentencing. First, 166 had extensive histories of convictions, 

imprisonment or misbehaviour despite not having been convicted before of a felony 

at quarter sessions. Second, the indictments for which they were transported 

involved one or more of the following serious offences: larceny oflarge amounts of 

property, breaking, entering and stealing, putting at fear, assault with violence, 

offences against the person, street and highway robbery, receiving stolen property, 

assault with intent to rob or combinations of these offences. In these circumstances 

magistrates were obliged by the nature of the offences, the evidence given at quarter 

sessions and the requirements of Peel's acts to punish with severity. 

James Mills was an example of a convict who was transported to Van 

Diem en's Land despite not having been convicted before of a felony. Mills was 

indicted twice at the 10 January 1831 sessions: once for the larceny of a pair of 

bellows from Samuel Mills, and again for stealing a watch from Thomas Shepherd at 

Ashton-under-Lyne. 16 Though these were seemingly trivial offences, the actual 

15 Shaw, 'The Convict Question', pp. 5-6, Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, pp 164 and 240; 
Shaw, 'The British Criminal and Transportation', pp. 31-32, Clark, 'The Origins of Convicts Part I', 
pp. 125 and 131-132; and Clark, 'The Origins of Convicts Part 2', pp 313-314 and 325-327. 
16 Central Library Manchester, Addison, annotated copy of calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred 
quarter sessions I 0 January 1831; LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 10 January 
1831; and The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 15 January 1831. 
James Mills was sentenced to two terms of seven years, a total of fourteen years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 30 January 1831 to 7 June 1831, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in theLarlans (3) in June 1831 PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO II and HO 27; and 
AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/30, 893 James Mills, Larkins (3), 19 October 
1831. Mills was a watch and clock maker from Ashton-under-Lyne. He had been convicted before 
twice: bastardy and imprisoned for three months, and being improperly in possession of a watch and 
imprisoned for three months. His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk orderly and in the ship 
unknown. In Van Diemen' s Land he committed 20 offences against colonial regulations including 9 
for routine discipline, 5 for drunkenness and 4 for misconduct, and 1 felony - 'receiving a bundle of 
clothing believed to be stolen, reason to believe Mills has formed bad connexions, to be removed to 
other side of island'. During servitude he was punished with 4 reprimands, 4 months' hard labour, 
19 days on the treadwheel, 3 days in solitary confinement and 25 lashes. He was granted a ticket of 
leave in 1836 and~ free certificate in 1845. 
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circumstances of his continuing criminal misbehaviour contributed to the rigour of his 

sentencing. 

Mills was sentenced to seven years' transportation for each indictment, a total of 

fourteen years, a severer sentence because the prisoner had for a long time gone about 

Ashton professing to clean and repair clocks. It was stated that twenty cases of felony 

could have been brought against him if necessary He had got watches and clocks from 

different poor persons, under a promise of bringing them back after he had cleaned 

them, but instead of returning them, he had either pawned or sold them 17 

Of the ninety-five female convicts transported to Van Diemen's Land, 

thirty-four (35.8 percent) had been convicted before of a felony, another nineteen 

had not been convicted before of a felony but had criminal histories, and twenty-eight 

(28.4 percent of women convicts) who had not been convicted before and had no 

recorded criminal histories had been sentenced to transportation because of the 

serious nature of their offences. 18 If these twenty-eight women convicts are assumed 

to have been transported for their 'first offence', then there is a significant difference 

between their rate of 28.4 percent, Oxley's calculation that 64 percent of convict 

women 'were transported for their first offence' and Reid's estimate that 52.7 

percent 'had no previous convictions'. 19 Comparisons between Oxley's calculations 

of female rates of offending in Britain and those for the Salford Hundred convict 

women are given in the table in Annex T. They demonstrate marked differences in 

calculations of the rates of offending by women prior to transportation. 

Ages of transported convicts 

Most Salford Hundred convicts who were transported to Van Diemen's Land 

were in their mid-twenties. The average age of males was 24.2 and the median 22.5. 

Women convicts were slightly older- their average age was 25.5 and their median 

24. 5. 20 These ages were lower than Robson's calculations of a male average of 25. 9 

years21 and a female of27.0,22 and substantially lower than Meredith's and Oxley's 

ages of convicts from Shropshire between 1809 and 1841 of 28. 0 years for men and 

17 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 15 January 1831. 
18 The twenty-eight women convicts who had not been convicted before and had no recorded criminal 
histories were sentenced to transportation for the following offences· 22 for stealing from the person; 
4 for receiving stolen goods; 1 for shoplifting; and 1 for highway robbery. 
19 Oxley, ConvictMaids, p. 41; and Reid, 'Work, Sexuality and Resistance', p. 80. 
20 The median ages of committals to Salford Hundred quarter sessions were males 22 and females 25; 
the average ages were males 26 and females 28 For age calculations see Basic Table Three, Chapter 
Eight, p 81 
21 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 182. 
22 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 75. 
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27.7 for women. 23 The ages of the cohort of Salford Hundred convicts on arrival in 

Van Diemen's Land are given in Annex U and illustrated by the chart in Figure 25-8. 

Age groupings are shown in Figure 25-9. 

Figure 25-8: Salford Hundred Convicts - Ages 

Ages of Salford Hundred Transported Convicts 
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Figure 25-9: Salford Hundred Convicts - Age Groupings24 

Age Grouping Male Convicts Female Convicts Total Convicts Percent 
Transported to Transported to Transported to Transported to 

VDL (628) VDL (95) VDL (723) VDL (723) 

9 to 14 years 8 1 9 l.2 

15 to 19 vears 155 20 175 24 .2 

20 to 24 years 264 31 295 40.8 

25 to 29 years 87 23 110 15 .2 

30 to 34 years 47 7 54 7.5 

35 to 39 vears 31 5 36 5.0 

40 to 44 years 11 4 15 2.1 

45 to 49 vears 11 3 14 l.9 

50 to 54 years 10 1 11 1.5 

55 to 59 vears 2 0 2 0.3 

60 to 64 years 2 0 2 0.3 

65 to 71 vears 0 0 0 0.0 

total 628 95 723 100.0 

23 Meredith and Oxley, ' Selected for Transportation' , p. 31 . 
24 In some of the other calculations in this thesis, ages were assessed at the time of committal to trial 
at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions. Because of time spent in gaols, hulks and ships, these ages 
differed from those recorded on arrival in Van Diemen's Land. However grouping of ages eliminated 
the slight distortions resulting from differences in ages between time of trial and time of arrival in 
Van Diemen's Land . 
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Two distinctive features emerged from these calculations. First, there was an 

exceptionally high rate of actual transportation of those convicts aged between 

twenty and twenty-nine; and second, remarkably low rates for those below fifteen 

and those above thirty-nine. This pattern of elimination of younger and older 

convicts from the transportation system is demonstrated in Figure 25-10. It shows 

the differences in age rates between all offenders committed to trial at the Salford 

Hundred quarter sessions, those sentenced to transportation and convicts actually 

transported to Van Diemen's Land. 

Figure 25-10: Salford Hundred Convicts - Comparison of Age Groupings of Committals 

to Trial, Convicts Sentenced to Transportation and Convicts Transported to VDL 

Age Grouping Percent of All Percent of Offenders Percent of Convicts 
Committals to Sentenced to Transported to VDL 

Quarter Sessions Transportation (723) 
Identified by Ages Identified by Ages 

(2,552) (444) 

9 to 14 vears 5.0 3.1 1.2 

15 to 19 vears 27.7 32.7 24 2 

20 to 24 vears 26.4 33.l 40.8 

25 to 29 vears 12 7 11 5 15.2 

30 to 34 vears 7.8 6.1 75 

35 to 39 vears 7.1 5.6 5.0 

40 to 44 vears 4.5 2.7 2 I 

45 to 49 vears 3.7 25 1.9 

5 0 to 54 vears 22 1.1 1.5 

55 to 59 vears 1.6 0.9 0.3 

60 to 64 vears 0.9 0.7 0.3 

65 to 71 vears 0.4 00 00 

total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

This pattern partly supports Nicholas's and Shergold's proposition that 

convicts were selected for transportation because their ages were associated with 

vigour (and possibly valuable work skills) which could be used to advantage in the 

colonies.25 However a more likely reason for convicts in the age group 20-34 being 

preferred for transportation was that they were thought to be sufficiently strong to 

be able to withstand the rigours of a long and difficult voyage. 'Debilitated and old' 

convicts were eliminated from the transportation process altogether because Capper 

believed they might not survive the voyage. 26 Very young Salford Hundred convicts 

were retained in the hulk, Euryalus, and transported when older. During research for 

25 Nicholas, Convict Workers, pp. 5, 14-24, 59, 62-65 and 199-201. 
26 Statement by J H Capper, Superintendent of the Convict Establishment, in Parliamentary Papers, 
September 1831 Report (Davies), p 45. See Chapter Twenty-Three for the policy on disposal of 
convicts from hulks. 
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this thesis no evidence was found of the specific selection for transportation of 

convicts with special work skills by officials in Britain during the judicial process or 

in gaols or hulks. 

An examination of the ages of Salford Hundred transported female convicts 

disclosed distinct differences from Oxley 's and Reid's calculations. Oxley and Reid 

found that overall there were fewer younger women actually transported than 

occurred amongst the Salford Hundred cohort. Comparisons of age rates are shown 

in Figure 25-11 . 

Figure 25-11: Salford Hundred Female Convicts - Age Comparisons with Oxley and Reid27 

Age Grouping Oxley Reid The Salford 
Hundred 

under 30 vears 69.4 66 .0 78 .9 

30 to 39 vears 29 .6 17.0 12.6 

There were also differences with Robson. 28 Comparisons between the ages 

of Salford Hundred male and female convicts and those calculated by Robson are 

given in Annex V and are illustrated by the chart in Figure 25-12. 

Figure 25-12: Salford Hundred Convicts - Age Comparisons with Robson 

45.0 

p 36.0 
e 
r 27.0 
c 
e 18.0 

n 9.0 -

I Comparison Age Groups 

9-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-74 

Age Groups 

Salford Hundred Male Convicts 

Robson's Female Convicts 

27 Oxley, Convict Maids, p. 256; and Reid, 'Work, Sexuality and Resistance', pp. 120-121. 
28 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, pp. 182 and 187. 
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Native places and places of offences 

Most of the cohort were natives of the Salford Hundred. Of 723 convicts, 

388 (53.7 percent) had their native places in the Salford Hundred and 287 (39.7 

percent) outside.29 Of the convict women transported to Van Diemen's Land, 37.5 

percent were natives of the Salford Hundred and 60.4 percent were from outside.30 

This high rate of women convicts who were not natives of the Salford Hundred is 

explained by twenty-four of the ninety-five transported women having their native 

places in Ireland, a condition resulting from the high rate of Irish immigration into 

Manchester. 

Many of the cohort had native places or places of residence under the Act of 

Settlement in neighbouring Lancastrian countryside31 or in adjoining counties - 45 (6.2 

percent) were from places in Lancashire outside the Salford Hundred, 49 (6.8 

percent) from neighbouring Cheshire and 21 (2.9 percent) from neighbouring 

Yorkshire. This was a total of 15.9 percent of transported convicts whose native 

places were in proximity to the Salford Hundred. Some were immigrants; others 

were itinerants from adjoining towns of Liverpool, Stockport, Nantwich, 

Middlewich, Wakefield and Halifax who travelled into the Salford Hundred to 

commit their crimes with the intention of returning to native places just outside. 

Irish immigration was a factor which distorted the calculation of offenders' 

native places in the Salford Hundred. 32 There were various estimates of the Irish 

population - Robson thought that in the 1830s in Manchester about 20 percent were 

Irish;33 Durey estimated about 10 percent.34 The 78 Irish-born convicts transported 

to Van Diemen's Land represented 10.8 percent of transported convicts, a rate in 

proportion to Durey's calculation of Irish-born migrants living in Manchester, and an 

indication that Irish criminal behaviour may not have been excessively out of 

29 Native places of the remaining forty-eight convicts (6.6 percent) were unknown - forty-six were 
males and two females. 
30 This was a greater female rate from outside than Reid's estimate of 55 percent; Reid, 'Work, 
Sexuality and Resistance', p. 55. 
31 Nearly 60 percent of the convict cohort had native places in Lancashire, a county rate which is 
reasonably close to Robson's calculation that 'one third of offenders had been born outside their 
county of crime', in Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 20. 
32 Kidd, Manchester, pp 41-47; R Swift, 'Heroes or Villains?· The Irish, Crime, and Disorder in 
Victorian England', in Albion, Number 29, Volume 3, Fall 1997, pp. 399-421, Rose, Rogues and 
Vagabonds, p. 1; Jones, 'Crime and Police in Manchester', pp. 164-165 and 169; L Colley, Britons 
Forging the Nation 1707-1837, New Haven, Yale University Press, 1992, p. 329, hereafter called 
Colley, Britons Forging the Natwn; and Engels, The Condition of the Working Class, p. 104 
Engels estimated that there were 40,000 'Irish poor' in Manchester in 1844. 
33 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australla, p 20. 
34 M Durey, 'The Survival of an Irish Culture in Britain, 1800-1845', in Historical Studies, Number 
20, 1982-1983, pp. 6-15, hereafter called Durey, 'The Survival of an Irish Culture in Britain'. 
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proportion to their population in the Salford Hundred. 

Nevertheless there is some uncertainty about the accuracy of the native 

places oflrish immigrants. William Hepworth Dixon observed that some pauper 

Irish refused to reveal to overseers of the parish where they were born 'in order that 

they may be sent to prison, where they know that they are sure to find shelter, food, 

warmth, and clothes' and not be returned to Ireland.35 In addition Irish could be 

granted native-place status should they be employed for twelve months or more, 

own land or marry natives of the Salford Hundred. 

Urban distribution of offences 

Figure 25-13 shows the distribution of offences committed by the cohort in 

the ten major townships of the Salford Hundred. 

Figure 25-13: Salford Hundred Convicts - Urban Distribution of Convicts and Offences 

in the Ten Major Townships of the Salford Hundred 

Ten Major Transported Transported Total Percent of Percent of Percent of All 
Townships of Male Female Transported Transported Committals Committals 

the Salford Convicts Convicts Convicts Convicts from theTen (7,763) 
Hundred (515) (89) (604) (604) Major 

Townships 
(6,777) 

Manchester 396 75 471 78.0 75.4 65.8 

Salford 20 0 20 3.3 2.7 24 

Burv 12 1 13 2.2 2.6 2.2 

Bolton 42 3 45 7.4 7.0 6 1 

Ashton 15 4 19 3.1 4.0 35 

Oldham 13 2 15 2.5 3.6 3.2 

Rochdale 3 1 4 0.7 1.0 0.9 

Sootland 3 0 3 0.5 0.9 0.8 

W ardleworth 7 1 8 1.3 1.6 1.4 

Heaton 4 2 6 1.0 1 2 1.0 

total 515 89 604 100.0 100.0 87.3 

Most offenders committed to trial in the Salford Hundred came from the ten 

major towns. Manchester was the most populous of the Salford Hundred's towns 

with the greatest urban overcrowding and an exceptionally degraded social condition. 

Three quarters of urban offenders came from Manchester, over 80 percent of 

offenders sentenced to transportation came from Manchester, and 78 percent of 

Salford Hundred convicts who were transported to Van Diemen's Land came from 

Manchester. Clearly there was a relationship between crime and overcrowded urban 

35 Dixon, The London Prisons, p. 311 
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areas in the Salford Hundred, and a particular relationship between crime and the 

degraded social and economic circumstances of a large part of Manchester's 

population. 

Marital status 

Figure 25-14 shows the marital status claimed by Salford Hundred convicts 

transported to Van Diemen's Land between 1828 and 1837, and gives comparisons 

with Robson's calculations. 

Marital 
Status 

married 

single 

widow 

widower 

unknown 

total 

Figure 25-14: Salford Hundred Convicts - Marital Status 

an Comparisons with Robson36 

Male Male Female Female Total Total Robson's 
Percent Percent Percent Male 

(628) (95) (723) Percent 

138 22.0 24 25.2 162 22.4 17.0 

466 74.2 63 66.3 529 73.2 50.0 

0 0.0 8 8.3 8 1.1 0.0 

15 24 0 0.0 15 2.1 2.0 

9 1.4 0 00 9 1.2 31.0 

628 100.0 95 100.0 723 100.0 100.0 

Robson's 
Female 
Percent 

18.0 

50.0 

8.0 

00 

24.0 

100.0 

Nearly three quarters of the cohort of Salford Hundred convicts claimed they 

were single though this may not be accurate because, as Robson observed, some 

convicts lied, saying they were single to evade marital responsibility or so they could 

remarry in the penal colonies. 37 Of the 628 transported Salford Hundred male 

convicts, 74.2 percent claimed to be single, compared with Maxwell-Stewart's 

calculation of 81 percent of his Van Diemen's Land cohort38 and Robson's 50 percent 

of all transported convicts. 39 

Of the ninety-five Salford Hundred convict women, 25.2 percent were 

recorded as married, 66.3 percent as single and 8.3 percent as widowed. These rates 

are similar to Oxley' s calculations of the marital state of all transported convict 

women - 23.6 percent married, 62 percent single, and 14.3 percent widowed. 40 

Of all the Salford Hundred married convicts who arrived in Van Diemen' s 

Land only nine males and one female (8.6 percent of married convicts) denied their 

36 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, pp. 183-188. 
37 Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, p. 76 
38 Maxwell-Stewart, 'The Bushrangers and the Convict System of Van Diemen's Land', p. 42. 
39 Robson's rate was in practice greater than 50 percent because the marital status of a large number of 
his cohort was unknown. 
40 Oxley, ConvictMaids, p. 255. 
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marriages. Four women said they were not really married because they had been long 

separated from their husbands. Violet Welsh a 'woman of the most abandoned 

character' and a violent street robber said 'I have not lived with my husband for three 

years'. 41 Sarah Hulse a 'plain cook' from Cheshire who stole a purse and £25 told 

the superintendent of convicts: 

I was married six years ago to John Hulse; after three years he ran away; I followed him 

into Yorkshire and there found he had a wife and two children with him which are still 

alive. 42 

Eliza Thomas a 'prostitute of four years' who stole twenty-five sovereigns 

from a customer denied being married saying that 'I lived with [a man] at 

Manchester; I said I was married because of having a child by him'.43 Mary Milligan 

a house servant and prostitute 'of two years' who had been previously sentenced to 

transportation for stealing money from the person and who was recorded in her gaol 

report as married, claimed on arrival in Hobart to be single, saying that 'my proper 

name is Mary Thacker ... I had only lived with a man named Milligan about twelve 

months but I was not married to him'. 44 Housebreaker Betty Clough admitted she 

was married but then said that she 'had not lived with her husband' and that he had 

died after her sentencing to transportation. 45 

Denial of marriage seemed to be mainly a male practice among Salford 

Hundred convicts. William Sheldon46 a farm labourer from Derbyshire sentenced to 

seven years' transportation for stealing silver plate in Manchester claimed he 'only 

lived with a girl named Mary Forbes'. 

41 For Violet Welsh's history see Chapter Thirteen, p. 185. 
42 LRO Preston calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 21 October 1833. For 
stealing a purse containing £25, Sarah Hulse was sentenced to seven years' transportation, and sailed 
to Van Diemen's Land in the Edward (3) in April 1834 PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT 
Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/5, 226 Sarah Hulse, Edward (3), 4 September 1834. Hulse was 
a 'plain cook' from Cheshire. She had been convicted before for stealing money and imprisoned for 
six months Her conduct in gaol was indifferent and in the ship good. In Van Diemen's Land she 
committed no offences and was granted a free certificate in 1841. 
43 For Eliza Thomas's history see Chapter Three, p 22. 
44 For Mary Milligan's history see Chapter Fifteen, p 215. 
45 For Betty Clough's history see Chapter Twenty-Five, p. 345. 
46 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 25 October 1830 For stealing a box 
containing wearing apparel and silver spoons, William Sheldon was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, York, from 12 December 1830 to 26May1831, and 
sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Wllllam Glen Anderson in May 1831 PRO London, HO 8, HO 
9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/39, 1406 William 
Sheldon, William Glen Anderson, 1 November 1831. Sheldon was a farm labourer from Bakewell, 
Derbyshire There was no record of previous convictions His conduct in gaol was indifferent and in 
the hulk and ship good. In Van Diemen's Land he was charged with 7 offences against colonial 
regulations and 2 felonies; 1 unnamed and the other 'having stolen property from the person' for 
which he was sentenced to 18 months' hard labour. During servitude he was punished with 22 
months' hard labour, 2 days in solitary confinement and 25 lashes. 
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William Hancock47 a carter, miner and collier from Wigan who stole thirty

seven hens and cocks and was married with two children said 'I am not married, my 

brother's wife came to see me in gaol'. 

Richard Rishton48 a fellmonger from Blackbum sentenced to seven years' 

transportation for obtaining thirty pounds weight of leather by false pretences 

claimed that 'my wife [was] dead since I was committed'. 

John Hardman49 a labourer married with four children who had been sentenced 

to seven years' transportation for stealing two gowns and had behaved badly in the 

hulk, York, said 'I am not married nor have any children - a woman came to see me in 

gaol'. 

Richard Robinson50 a labourer and boilermaker who had been sentenced to 

seven years' transportation for housebreaking and"°stealing silver spoons and who 

behaved very badly in the hulk, Cumberland, said 'I am not married. My mother 

came to see me in gaol'. 

William Whitworth sentenced to fourteen years' transportation for robbing a 

47 For William Hancock's history see Chapter Eighteen, p. 239. 
48 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 9 January 1832. For obtaining thirty pounds 
weight of leather by false pretences, Richard Rishton was sentenced to seven years' transportation, 
was imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan, from 17 February 1832 to 21 April 1832, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Lord William Bentinck I in April 1832. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 
and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/37, 826 Richard Rishton, Lord 
Wilham Bentinck I, 28 August 1832. Rishton was a fellmonger and leather dresser from Blackburn. 
He had been convicted before three times: stealing leather and imprisoned for two months; robbing a 
public house and imprisoned for nine months; and false pretences and imprisoned for twelve months. 
His conduct in gaol was good, in the hulk orderly and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land 
he committed 15 offences against colonial regulations including 4 for misconduct and 3 for routine 
discipline, and 2 felonies - stealing a duck and a hide ofleather. During servitude he was punished 
with 2 reprimands, 3 additional years, 57 months' hard labour and 60 lashes. He was granted a free 
certificate in 1841. 
49 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 14 April 1834. For stealing two gowns, John 
Hardman was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, York, from 17 
May 1834 to 20 April 1835, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Mangles (7) in April 1835 
PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 
31/21, 1926 John Hardman, Mangles (7), 2 August 183 5. Hardman was a textile labourer from 
Manchester who could also weave and drive a horse and cart. There was no record of previous 
convictions. His conduct in gaol was good, in the hulk very bad and in the ship good. In Van 
Diemen' s Land he committed 14 offences against colonial regulations including 3 for absconding and 
3 for neglect of work; and 1 felony- 'stealing a sheep'. During servitude he was punished with 2 
reprimands, 1 additional year, 6 months' hard labour, 7 days on the tread wheel and 85 lashes He 
was granted a free certificate in 1841. 
so LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 4 July 1831. For breaking into a dwelling 
house and stealing two silver spoons, Richard Robinson was sentenced to seven years' transportation, 
was imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 4 August 1831to26 March 1832, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the England (2) in March 1832 PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; 
and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/37, 817 Richard Robinson, England (2), 18 
July 1832. Robinson was a labourer and boilermaker who had been born at sea. He had been 
convicted before and bailed for an unnamed felony. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk very 
bad and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he was charged once - 'preferring a complaint 
against his master and was returned to his master'. 
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man in a Manchester street said 'I am not married; another man of the same name 

was in gaol, he was married'. si 

In most cases convicts who were married stated that their partners and 

children had been left behind in the Salford Hundred, usually at their native places, 

sometimes with relatives and in the case of housebreaker and wife beater, James 

Rippitt, in the workhouse. s2 

Occupations and work skills 

It was difficult to make definitive conclusions about occupations of the 

convict cohort. The only evidence of employment or work skills were entries in 

indents and statements by convicts themselves on arrival in Van Diemen' s Land. s3 

Shaw was particularly concerned about the accuracy and reliability of such 

'occupational data's4 because it was mostly unsupported by previous records in 

Britain such as indictments or gaol and hulk reports. Nicholas and Shergold however 

claimed that convicts' stated skills were reliable and could be accurately evaluated 

directly from indents. ss 

In this thesis employment was assumed when indictments included a 

statement that the offence was aggravated by the circumstance of 'stealing from a 

master'.s6 Of the cohort of 723 convicts, forty-six (6.4 percent) stated that they had 

51 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 13 April 1835. For stealing a watch and £1 
in a street robbery, William Whitworth was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Fortitude, from 15 May 1835 to 15 January 1836, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Elphinstone (1) in January 1836. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 
27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/47, 2104 William Whitworth, 
Elphinstone (1), 24 May 1836. Whitworth was a carter from Manchester. He had been convicted 
before five times drunkenness and imprisoned for fourteen days; and imprisoned four times on 
suspicion offelony. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk indifferent and in the ship bad In Van 
Diemen' s Land he committed 24 offences against colonial regulations including 6 for insolence, 4 for 
absence, 4 for disobedience and 4 for misconduct, and was punished with 14 days on the treadwheel 
for 'unmercifully beating his horse'. He committed 1 felony - 'stealing a hat' - for which he was 
sentenced to 12 months' hard labour. During servitude he was punished with 1 admonishment, 44 
months' hard labour, 28 days on the treadwheel and 30 days in solitary confinement. He was granted 
a ticket of leave in 1845. 
52 James Rippitt left his wife and children in the workhouse at Great Bolton He was described by 
the police as 'an Irishman, known to police as having a very bad character, and was a wife beater'. 
For Rippitt's history see Chapter Nineteen, p. 249. 
53 These statements were recorded in AOT Hobart, Indents Con 14, Description Lists Con 18 and 19, 
Alphabetical Registers of Male Convicts Con 23, Appropriation Lists Con 27 and Conduct Registers 
Con 31 and Con 40. 
54 Shaw pointed to the difficulty of discovering if convicts' statements were true in Shaw, 'The 
Convict Question', pp. 8-9 
55 Nicholas, Convict Workers, pp. 62 and 96-98. 
56 Maxwell-Stewart calculated that among his cohort 12 percent of thefts were work related which 
implied the offenders were working when taken, Maxwell-Stewart, 'The Bushrangers and the Convict 
System of Van Diemen's Land', pp 49-50. 
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either been working when taken or had stolen from masters. The histories of another 

164 (22.7 percent) indicated that they probably had not been working. The work 

status of the remainder was unknown. 

Generally there was insufficient evidence to determine if convicts were the 

skilled mechanics some claimed to be, or were ordinary working men and women 

selected for transportation because of useful work skills,57 or were 'idle and 

incorrigible and trust[ ed] in a livelihood to their success in crime' ,58 and to what 

degree there was a purposeful avoidance of work. Magistrate Norris was an acute 

observer of the nature of criminal offenders who appeared before him at quarter 

sessions. On a number of occasions he addressed the court on what he saw as an 

association between crime in the Salford Hundred and avoidance of work. In 1828 he 

said 'there are many who will not work, although they are perfectly able' preferring 

to make a living by crime. 59 'If they had a mind to work', he told the court in April 

1836, 'there would be some effect in reducing the amount of crime', 60 adding later that 

'it could not be from want of employment that so many felonies were committed'. 61 

When convicts arrived in Van Diemen' s Land they were questioned about 

work qualifications. All 723 of the Salford Hundred convicts claimed a 'first 

occupation'. In some cases, statements of first occupations were probably too 

generalised to satisfy the questioners so 297 convicts, pressed for more specific 

useful qualifications, gave subsequent work skills with which they may have had 

previous short-term associations. Nicholas and Shergold recognised this condition62 

as did Maxwell-Stewart when he pointed out that in regard to his cohort of Van 

Diemen's Land convict workers 'the majority had practised the skills they claimed 

expertise in, even if they were not employed in the relevant trades at the time of their 

arrest'.63 

57 Nicholas, Convict Workers, pp. 38, 59-60, 62-65, 74, 98-107, 119-120 and 729-730. 
58 This was one of many descriptions by Magistrate James Norris of some offenders appearing at the 
Salford Hundred quarter sessions between 1828 and 183 7, The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 26 
April 1828, and The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 16 April 
1836, 9 September 1836 and 14 January 1837. 
59 The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 26 April 1828; and LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, 
Salford Hundred quarter sessions 21 April 1828 
60 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 16 April 1836; and LRO 
Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 11 April 1836. 
61 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire Genera/Advertiser, Saturday 9 September 1836, and 
LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 29 August 1836 
62 Nicholas and Shergold calculated that '28 percent were recorded as labourers', in Nicholas and 
Shergold, 'Convicts as Workers', p. 65. This was a rate considerably less than the 46.8 percent 
calculated for the Salford Hundred convicts transported to Van Diemen's Land between 1828 and 
1837. See also Shlomowitz, 'Convict workers. a review article', pp. 68-69 and 70-74. 
63 Maxwell-Stewart, 'The Bushrangers and the Convict System of Van Diemen's Land', p. 52. 
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This was probably the situation with more than one third (39.4 percent) of 

the Salford Hundred convicts who described themselves as labourers, and when urged 

to give more specific skills stated that they had a second (possible) work skill. When 

these 'claimed' second skills were examined, it was found that over a half of them 

related to work in cotton mills such as that done by piecers, spinners, weavers, 

fustian shearers, dyers, strippers, calenderers and carders. It seems that many of the 

convicts who called themselves labourers may have been associated in some way 

with semi-skilled or unskilled work in the textile industry. More importantly, of285 

Salford Hundred labourers (39.4 percent of the cohort), 175 (61.4 percent of 

labourers) gave no subsequent work skills but were content to state that they were 

simply labourers. 

The thirteen categories of trade occupations and work skills listed in Annex 

W and Figure 25-15 were arbitrarily decided as a result of statements by convicts on 

arrival in Van Diemen' s Land. 64 The numbers of Salford Hundred convicts who 

claimed first and subsequent occupations are given in Figure 25-15, which also shows 

how claims of 'subsequent skills' were distributed particularly to textile, agricultural 

and service trades - occupations most associated with unskilled work. The chart in 

Figure 25-16 illustrates claimed first occupations. 

Figure 25-15: Salford Hundred Convicts - Claimed Occupations 

Occupation Category First Occupation Convicts from this Convicts who gave this 
category who gave category as subsequent 

subsequent work skills work skills 

labouring 285 110 28 

agricultural 71 41 65 

service trade 61 18 50 

building trade 46 19 24 

domestic service female 94 36 24 

domestic service male 32 19 22 

textile trade 30 15 86 

manufacturing trade 29 9 11 

transport trade 28 13 16 

commercial trade 13 7 5 

woodworking trade 13 7 7 

construction trade 8 3 10 

unknown 13 0 0 
total 723 297 348 

64 AOT Hobart, Con 31 
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Figure 25-16: Salford Hundred Convicts - Claimed First Occupations 
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It is possible that a great majority of claimants of subsequent work skills 

were simply labourers who had some previous knowledge of such work or fabricated 

claims of skills in order to satisfy questioners. Some convicts claimed 'subsequent 

skills ' which were recognisably compatible with ' first occupations' . George 

Limebumer, a Manchester 'chance child' and housebreaker who had to be ironed in 

gaol and again ironed for theft in the hulk, Justitia, said he was a ploughman who 

could also milk a cow, groom and ' look after a horse' .65 William Hanley a ploughman 

from Manchester who had been twice convicted and imprisoned for stealing money 

and a watch, said he could reap, mow and milk. 66 John Winstanley who broke into a 

6 ~ LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 6 July 1835. For breaking into a house and 
stealing sheets, a sofa cover, three caps, a petticoat and a skirt, George Limebumer was sentenced to 
seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, from August 1835 to 2 July 1836, 
and sailed to Van Diemen' s Land in the Lady Nugent (2) in July 1836. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, 
HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31 /28, 1008, George 
Limeburner, Lady Nugent (2) , 12 November 1836. Limebumer was a ploughman from Manchester 
who said he could ' milk, groom and look after a horse'. There was no record of previous 
convictions. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk very bad - he was ironed for stealing braces -
and in the ship 'very well behaved, exemplary as constable'. In Van Diemen' s Land he committed 6 
offences against colonial regulations including 2 for absence and 2 for neglect of work. During 
servitude he was punished with 2 reprimands, 7 days in solitary confinement and 75 lashes. He was 
granted a ticket of leave in 1841 and a free certificate in 1842. 
66 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 25 February 1833 . For 
stealing one pair of trousers, William Hanley was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 21March1833 to 20 July 1833, and sailed to Van 
Diemen' s Land in the John I (5) in August 1833 . PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; 
and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/21 , 1684, William Hanley, John I (5), 1 
December 1833 . Hanley was a ploughman from Manchester who said he could reap, mow and milk. 
He had been convicted before twice: for stealing a watch and imprisoned for six months; and for 
stealing money and imprisoned for twelve months. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk orderly 
and in the ship good. In Van Diemen' s Land he committed 28 offences against colonial regulations 
including 16 for neglect of work, 3 for drunkenness and 1 for ' making away with his provisions', for 
which he was given thirty lashes. During servitude he was punished with 1 reprimand, 18 months ' 
hard labour, 48 days in solitary confinement and 165 lashes. 
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shop at Blackrod and 'stole a bundle of 100 yards ofkerseymere cloth' said he was a 

miner and also a well sinker, quarryman and borer, a realistic claim because he was 

later employed as a quarryman in Hobart. 67 These were clearly compatible skills and 

the claims by convicts involved were believable. 

However there were other convicts who claimed subsequent skills 

inconsistent with their first occupations, such as those by three urban labourers -

John Matthews an habitual housebreaker from Liverpool, John Porter a street robber, 

from Manchester and James Leary a twice-convicted housebreaker from London. 

Matthews who broke into a dwelling house in Manchester and stole a tea caddy and 

'other articles' claimed 'labourer' as his first occupation and 'tobacconist' as his 

subsequent occupation. 68 John Porter said he was a labourer and a clock maker;69 and 

James Leary, labourer and hairdresser. 70 It is possible that some convicts fabricated 

67 For John Winstanley's history see Chapter Twelve, p. 168. 
68 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 26 October 1829. For breaking and entering a 
house and stealing a tea caddy and other articles, John Matthews was sentenced to fourteen years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan, from 19 December 1829 to 19 June 1830, and 
sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Royal George (2) in June 1830. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 
11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/30, 204, John Matthews, 
Royal George (2), 18 October 1830. Matthews was from Liverpool. He said he was a labourer and 
tobacconist. He had been convicted before for stealing from a dwelling house and imprisoned for four 
months His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's 
Land he committed 4 offences against colonial regulations. During servitude he was punished with 1 
reprimand, 1 admonishment and 3 months' hard labour. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1836 and 
a conditional pardon on 18 November 1841. 
69 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 11 April 1831. For breaking and entering a 
dwelling house and stealing three gowns, John Porter was sentenced to seven years' transportation, 
was imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, from 1May1831to20 March 1832, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the England (2) in March 1832. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; 
and AOT Hobart, SC 32/5, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/35, 832, John Porter, England (2), 
18 July 1832. Porter said he was a labourer and clock maker from Manchester. He had been 
convicted before and imprisoned twice. for a street robbery and an unknown felony. His conduct in 
gaol was indifferent, in the hulk orderly and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he 
committed 5 offences against colonial regulations and 2 felonies - in October 1833 for 'denying 
having a watch and endeavouring to obtain 12/- for repairs'; and in December 1836 for 'stealing a 
watch'. During servitude he was punished with 24 months' hard labour, 6 days on the tread wheel 
and 4 days in solitary confinement. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1836. After being free by 
servitude he was tried by the Supreme Court, Hobart, on 23 October 1843 for 'burglary in the 
dwelling house of Charles Grist and stealing 1/- and other coin', was sentenced to transportation for 
life and sent to Port Arthur. 
70 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 7 January 1833 For breaking into a dwelling 
house and stealing two pieces of silk handkerchief cloth, James Leary was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 1February1833 to 20 July 1833, and 
sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the John! (5) in August 1833. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 
and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/28, 789, James Leary, John I 
(5), 1December1833. Leary was a labourer from London. He had been convicted before twice. 
malicious damage to property by breaking windows and imprisoned for one month; and assault and 
imprisoned for three months. His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk orderly and in the ship 
very bad. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 24 offences against colonial regulations including 
'gross insubordination' for which he was given 100 lashes, and 1 felony- 'larceny under £5' for 
which he was sentenced to an additional two years' transportation. During servitude he was punished 
with 2 additional years, 8 months' hard labour, 10 hours in the stocks, 21 days on the tread wheel, 
24 days in solitary confinement and 190 lashes. He was granted a free certificate in 1842. 
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improbable combinations of occupations and skills when questioned under actual or 

perceived intimidation. 

Other convicts lied. On occasions a convict' s practical working history was 

different from his claimed first occupation. For example William Brimelow71 worked 

for six years as night watchman for John Rothwell's dyeing works at Old Quay, 

Manchester, and was taken by police when at work in the factory. On arrival in Van 

Diemen's Land he claimed his first occupation was groom and that he had a 

subsequent skill of carter, occupations which he may have thought desirable because 

they were less arduous assignments than many others in Van Diemen's Land. 

The trade occupations and work skills of all Salford Hundred convicts 

transported to Van Diemen's Land between 1828 and 1837 are given in Annex W.72 

Convicts were arbitrarily assigned to three categories - skilled, semi-skilled and 

unskilled - and the resultant calculations are shown in Figure 25-17. 73 

Figure 25-17: Salford Hundred Convicts - Categories of Work Skills 

First Claimed Skilled Trade Semi-Skilled Unskilled Total 
Occupation Trade 

labouring 0 0 285 285 

agricultural trades 0 30 41 71 

service trades 37 9 15 61 

building trades 21 10 15 46 

domestic services I 34 91 126 

commercial trades 13 0 0 13 

textile trades 0 28 2 30 

manufacturing trades 19 0 10 29 

woodworkmg trades 2 4 0 13 

construction trades 7 I 0 8 

transoort trades 6 6 16 28 

total 113 122 475 710 

When the claimed occupations of710 convicts were examined and 

categorised, 16.1 percent were classified as skilled, 17.3 percent semi-skilled and 66.6 

71 For William Brimelow's history see Chapter Twelve, p. 163. 
12 It was not possible to make an accurate comparison with Robson's categories of work skills 
because of differences in the selection of types of skills; Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, 
pp. 181-182. 
73 The skills and trades for thirteen convicts were unknown - eight died on the voyage, one died on 
arrival and the occupations of the remaining four were not stated. AOT Hobart, Indents Con 14, 
Description Lists Con 18 and 19, Alphabetical Registers of Male Convicts Con 23, Appropriation 
Lists Con 27 and Conduct Registers Con 31 and Con 40. 
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percent unskilled. Nearly seven out often of the Salford Hundred convicts were 

regarded as unskilled, a distinctly striking condition because it does not support the 

idea expressed by Nicholas and Shergold that convicts were transported because they 

possessed ' immediately useful skills '. 74 

In addition when an assessment was made of skills of those convicts who 

committed their offences in the ten major Salford Hundred towns, there was a high 

rate of offending by unskilled convicts and a low rate by skilled and semi-skilled 

convicts. Thus there was an unmistakable association between the sentencing of 

convicts in urban-industrial areas to transportation and a lack of work skills. This is 

illustrated by the chart in Figure 25-18. 

Figure 25-18: Salford Hundred Convicts - Association Between Skills and Urban Offences 
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The claimed occupations of women convicts requires particular attention. On 

arrival in Van Diemen's Land all the Salford Hundred female convicts stated that their 

occupations were domestic service - cooks, nursemaids, laundry maids, kitchen girls 

and house and farm servants. None claimed occupations as mill hands, factory 

labourers or warehouse workers or said they had skills as piecers, weavers or 

spinners. Though this supports Oxley ' s proposition that domestic servants were 

more likely to be transported than women who ' engaged in commerce, trade or 

manufacture in Britain' ,75 it does not mean that the Salford Hundred convict women 

were actually employed in domestic service when they committed their offences. 

The nature and circumstances of their crimes and the evidence given at trials indicated 

74 Nicholas, 'Beyond Convict Workers? ' , pp. 3-4. 
7s Oxley, Convict Maids, pp. 168-169. 
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that they were more likely to be hardened and professional criminal women making a 

living by crime. For example Ellen Boyd76 said she was a housemaid with a spinner 

husband in Manchester though she had been 'on the town five years', had been 

convicted before on five occasions for stealing money and property from the person 

and had spent at least eighteen months imprisoned in the New Bailey. Margaret 

Riley an Irish immigrant woman said she was a 'servant of all work' though she had 

been 'on the town for four years', had been convicted twice for stealing money from 

the person and been imprisoned in the New Bailey for a year.77 

The representative transported convict 

Though there was a complex diversity of social and behavioural 

characteristics amongst the cohort of Salford Hundred convicts transported to Van 

Diemen's Land, some features were representative. Generally they were young 

urban adults between the ages of twenty and twenty-four, most were men, most 

were unmarried and about six out of ten were either natives of the Salford Hundred or 

lived nearby in Lancashire or in neighbouring counties. Nearly two-thirds had been 

sentenced to seven years' transportation, the majority of their offences involved 

larceny, and almost every convict had been convicted before at quarter sessions or 

had 'offended before'. 

One third claimed some sort of proficiency in work skills, two-thirds were 

76 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 26 October 1835 For stealing one sovereign, 
two half crowns and a shilling 'from a man in Manchester', Ellen Boyd was sentenced to fourteen 
years' transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Arab II in December 1835. PRO 
London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/2, 331 Ellen Boyd, Arab 
D, 25 April 1836. Boyd said she was a housemaid from Manchester. She had been convicted before 
five times: for stealing money from the person and imprisoned for six months; for stealing a watch 
from the person and imprisoned for six months; and imprisoned 'once for bail and twice for want of 
sureties for assault'. She had been a prostitute for five years Her conduct in gaol was very bad and 
in the ship good. In Van Diemen's Land she committed 34 offences against colonial regulations 
including 8 for drunkenness and 6 for disorderly conduct; and 1 felony - in 1837 she was tried by the 
Supreme Court, Hobart, for larceny and sentenced to 7 years' transportation. During servitude she 
was punished with 2 reprimands, 2 admonishments, 7 additional years, 14 months' hard labour and 
42 days in solitary confinement. She was granted a ticket ofleave in 1844. 
77 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 3 December 1832, and Mitchell Library, 
Assignment Lists of Convicts in Convict Ships, 1821-1854 For stealing 6/- from the person, 
Margaret Riley was sentenced to transportation for life, and sailed to Van Diemen' s Land in the Jane 
!Jin January 1833. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 
40/7, 126 Margaret Riley, Jane II, 30 June 1833 Riley had been convicted before twice· in February 
1826 for stealing money from the person and imprisoned for twelve months; and in May 1829 for 
stealing money from the person and imprisoned for two years. Her conduct in gaol was very bad and 
in the ship good. In Van Diemen's Land she committed 7 offences against colonial regulations 
including 3 for drunkenness. During servitude she was punished with 1 reprimand, 1 admonishment 
and 28 days in solitary confinement. She was granted a ticket ofleave in 1840 and a conditional 
pardon on 28 October 1841. 
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unskilled and a few were skilled mechanics. A great proportion were labourers, most 

having had some sort of temporary association with factory or mill work. The great 

majority lived in the overcrowded and degraded parts of urban-industrial slums where 

criminal activities were common. Most committed their offences in major towns. 

The cohort of723 Salford Hundred convicts transported to Van Diemen's 

Land were not accidental or occasional criminals78 tempted to crime when under 

duress but were habitual offenders with histories of persistent criminal misbehaviour, 

or had committed serious felonies such as highway and street robbery, burglary, 

housebreaking, violent offence against the person, receiving stolen property or 

embezzling . 

In order to determine whether the Salford Hundred convicts failed to reform 

after arrival in Van Diemen's Land or whether they responded favourably to their 

new and different social, penal and disciplinary circumstances, it is necessary to 

examine their penal experiences and compare them with past criminal behaviour in 

Britain. This will be done in the following chapter by an examination of social, penal 

and criminal occurrences entered in Salford Hundred convict conduct registers during 

their tenns of servitude in Van Diem en's Land between 1828 and 1850. 

78 'Accidental criminals' were defined by Molesworth as offenders 'who have not made a trade in 
crime, but have been induced to commit crime, by the impulse of the moment, or by some accidental 
combination of circumstances, or by some all powerful temptation; and who in many cases be 
possessed of good moral feelings', in Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth), pp. 
xix-xx. 
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Chapter Twenty-Six 

Offences by Salford Hundred Convicts In Van Diemen's Land 1828-1850 

This chapter is an examination of 'offences' 1 committed by Salford Hundred 

convicts in Van Diemen's Land. The following statistical calculations are taken from 

entries made in conduct registers between 1828 and 1850.2 Convict records show 

offences in a consistent format: date, name of employer, brief description of the 

occurrence, sentence, initials or name of the presiding police magistrate, place of 

punishment, and comments or instructions by the lieutenant governor on any course 

of disciplinary action to be undertaken as a result of the offence. Figure 26-1 shows 

an example of entries in a convict record. 

Figure 26-1: A Salford Hundred Convict Record in the Conduct Register 

Jany 21: 1835 Earle/ Gross misconduct in Indecently exposing his Person with a 
Female in a Passage within view of the Street - 25 Lashes/ APM/. Feby 9th: 1836 
Earle/ Neglect of duty and gross insolence, 6 mos hard labour & to be returned to the 
Crown/ J WA Mackay/ at Spring Hill, vide Lieut Govrs Decisn 18th Feby 1836/ 

Lieutenant Governors' decisions were found frequently in conduct records. 

Usually these were disciplinary and administrative instructions such as cancellations 

of assignments, suspensions of tickets of leave, remissions of sentences and naming 

of road parties, chain gangs and penal institutions as places for punishment. For 

example convict Isaac Pearson4 was sentenced by the Supreme Court, Hobart, on 7 

October 1836 to be hanged but his convict record showed an added instruction: 

His Excellency the Lt Gov has been pleased to grant a pardon on condition of his 

transportation for life pending a referral to the Secretary of State To be sent to Port 

Arthur and one month before the expiration of his having been 12 months at that 

1 Entries in conduct registers in Van Diemen's Land were usually the results of committals to trials 
before police magistrates and in this thesis will be called 'offences'. 'Committals' is not used 
because in other parts of this thesis it refers to indictments at Salford Hundred quarter sessions. 
2 AOT Hobart, Con 31, Con 32, Con 34 and Con 40. 
3 AOT Hobart, Con 31/24, 467 Edward Johnson, David Lyon, 19 August 1830. 
4 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 21 April 1828. For stealing a box containing 
wearing apparel, Isaac Pearson was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the 
hulk, Justitia, from June 1828 to 14 November 1828, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Georgiana I (I) in November 1828. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT 
Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/34, 532 Isaac Pearson, Georgiana I(!), 20 April 1829. 
Pearson was a calico printer from Pendleton and had been working in 'Adam Morris's factory' when 
taken He had been convicted before and imprisoned for stealing from a butcher's shop. His conduct 
in gaol was bad, in the hulk orderly and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen' s Land he committed 
19 offences against colonial regulations including 6 for insolence and 5 for routine discipline. During 
servitude he was punished with 2 reprimands, 2 admonishments, 4 additional years, 6 months' hard 
labour, 7 days on the treadwheel and 74 lashes. In addition on 7 October 1836 the Supreme Court, 
Hobart, sentenced him to be hanged for committing an unnamed felony, a punishment 'respited to 
transportation for life' 



Hobart Town Gaol 
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settlement his name is to be brought again under the Lt Gov' s consideration. 

Police magistrates often made recommendations which in some cases were 

unusual, such as the sentencing of convict Henry Wilkinson to twelve months' hard 

labour with the 'suggestion' that 'he be sent to the other side of the island'. 

Wilkinson had been charged with 

very gross misconduct in leaving his master's hut left under his charge and during his 

absence a felony was committed ... and there being every reason to believe that the 

prisoner connived at the felony committed at the hut even if he did not himself commit 

the robbery.5 

When making calculations in this thesis, these instructions, orders, 

administrative decisions and suggestions are not counted as 'offences'. 

This examination will be conducted in three parts: first, a definition of 

offences; second, an analysis of offences including types, sentencing, gender 

participation, ages, marital status and work skills; and finally, an examination of six 

offences which were of particular significance as a result of the experiences of Salford 

Hundred convicts in Van Diemen's Land. 

Definitions of penal offences in Van Diemen's Land 

It was difficult to categorise offences committed by convicts in Van Diemen's 

Land because of the wide variety recorded in convict registers. In a legal sense many 

were unusual such as 'living in a state of fornication', 'being incorrigibly bad' and 

'being in an indecent condition'. Others were specific to Port Arthur and Point Puer 

where the regulations were of a penal institutional nature, and resulted in the 

recording of unique offences such as being on the rocks, laughing in school, 

misconduct during prayers, throwing a stone on return from school whereby a 

government lamp was broken, having his face disgracefully disfigured and amusing 

5 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 25 October 1834. For breaking into a shop in 
Manchester and stealing three pounds weight of tobacco and twenty pounds of tea, Henry Wilkinson 
was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Ganymede, from 1 
November 1834 to 8 June 1835, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Aurora I (2) in June 1835. 
PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 
31/47, 1990 Henry Wilkinson, Aurora I (2), 20 October 1835. Wilkinson was a groom and carter 
from Manchester He had been convicted before three times: stealing cord and imprisoned for four 
months; stealing a cart and imprisoned for one month, and vagrancy and imprisoned for two months. 
His conduct in gaol was indifferent and in the hulk and ship good. In Van Diemen's Land he 
committed 9 offences against colonial regulations including 3 for absence and 3 for drunkenness. 
During servitude he was punished with 1 admonishment, 13 months' hard labour, 3 days on the 
treadwheel and 7 days in solitary confinement. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1840 and a free 
certificate in 1841. 
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himself with a large stick. Mostly these sorts of offences were of a different nature 

to offences committed in the wider community. 

In order to systematically manage such a large number of different offences, it 

was necessary to select some as principal categories. There were twelve occurrences 

which appeared in convict records with such frequency that they were appropriate 

as heads. These are defmed in Figure 26-2 and examples are given in Annex X. 

Figure 26-2: Convict Offences in Van Diemen's Land 

Category of Offence Definitions of Offences Committed by Convicts 

abscond being absent with intent to escape and never return, attempting or plotting to 
abscond, aiding or abettmg absconsion, illegally at large, being aboard a ship with 
intent to leave the colony 

absent being away from an authorised, usual or proper place with mtent to return, 
overstaying a pass, quitting a station without leave, not proceeding directly to 
service, leaving a station and working without a pass, rambling about the streets 

routine discipline offences against routine or standing orders, out of bounds, out after hours, in a 
dirty state, in possession of or destroying property, trafficking, pilfermg, in 
breach of the police act, gambling, misconduct in church, not reporting to the 
police office 

disobedient refusal or failure to obey a lawful instruction, disobeymg a master or mistress, 
refusing to remam in service, refusmg to attend religious mstruction, refusmg to 
proceed to a new service, refusing to join his gang 

disorderly conduct committing violent, disorderly or indecent behaviour, creating a disturbance, 
committing disrespectful or improper conduct, exciting insubordination, causing 
riot 

drunk drinkmg alcohol, tippling, being in a state of drunkenness, being tipsy, being 
beastly drunk, being doddery drunk 

improper language usmg improper, obscene, profane, indecent, blasphemous language, making use of 
disgraceful language, using violent or disgusting language, singing an indecent 
song 

insubordinate insolent or insubordinate behaviour which demonstrated disrespect, wilful 
defiance of authority, being impertinent, insulting or contemptuous, making 
insinuations to the discredit of a superior, committing disrespectful conduct 

misconduct inappropriate, irregular or improper behaviour, bemg a vagrant or a prostitute, 
threatening violence, fighting, assault, putting at fear, making false statements, 
altering a pass, immorality, breakmg local government regulations 

neglect of work careless performance of work, mismanaging duties, negligence, laziness, idleness, 
not performing work m a workmanlike manner, neglect with intent to be 
re-assigned, asleep at post, feigning illness, ill-treating animals 

refusal to work refusing to work as instructed or by pleading false inability, refusing to tread the 
wheel, refusing to carry or use tools, spades or barrows, throwing his barrow load 
away 

felony rape, murder, mutiny, larceny, robbery, burglary, theft, pilfering stores, in 
possession of stolen property, being in suspicious circumstances, defraudmg, 
forgery, committing wilful damage, committing indecent acts, child abuse 
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Analysis of offences 

Calculations of offences committed by the cohort of Salford Hundred 

convicts in Van Diemen's Land have been made from records in convict registers for 

the period 1828-1850. The first offence occurred on 28 Octob~r 1828 when Thomas 

Taylor a Manchester mill worker 'made away with a shirt and a pair of shoes' from 

the prisoners' barracks in Campbell Street, Hobart, and was punished with twenty

five lashes. 6 The last recorded offences occurred in 1849 and involved two convict 

women - Ellen Boyd who was fined 5/- for being drunk in May and another 5/- for 

disturbing the peace in July,7 and Rachael Kelly who was sentenced in March to five 

days solitary confinement for being drunk, and in April to one month's hard labour 

for disturbing the peace. 8 There were no offences recorded for convicts still in 

servitude after 1849. 

The numbers and types of offences committed by Salford Hundred convicts 

in VanDiemen's Land are shown in Figure 26-3. 

Figure 26-3: Salford Hundred Convicts - Offences Committed in Van Diemen's Land 

Category of Number of Offences Number of Offences Total Percentage of 
Colonial Offence Committed by Male Committed by Female Offences Offences 

Convicts Convicts Committed Committed 

abscond 455 46 501 5.7 

absent 920 248 1.168 13.3 

routine discipline 969 166 1.135 13.0 

disobedient 564 54 618 7.1 

disorderlv 373 91 464 5.3 

drunk 837 316 1 153 13.2 

improper lanima!!:e 144 45 189 22 

insubordinate 655 83 738 8.4 

misconduct 1.127 132 1.259 14.4 

work neglect 916 35 951 10.9 

work refusal 184 7 191 2.2 

felonv 365 31 396 4.5 

total 7,509 1.254 8.763 100.0 

Comparisons of rates of occurrence by offence categories are illustrated by 

the chart in Figure 26-4. 

~For Thomas Taylor's history see Chapter Eight, p 78 
1 For Ellen Boyd's history see Chapter Twenty-Five, p. 368. 
8 For Rachael Kelly's history see Chapter Thirteen, p. 190. 
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Figure 26-4: Salford Hundred Convict - Percent of Offences Committed 

in Van Diemen's Land 1828-1850 

I Rates of Offences I 

0.0 5.0 10.0 
Percent of All Offences 

• Percent of Offences Committed in Van Diemen's Land 

15 .0 

The most frequently committed offences were those involving misconduct, 

absence, drunkenness and routine discipline;9 the least committed were work refusal 

and improper language. 

Punishments for penal offences 

Generally female convicts were punished physically by solitary confinement 

and hard labour, and men by hard labour, solitary confinement and flogging. Females 

were not permitted to be flogged or sent to the treadwheel. Flogging was a frequent 

punishment for males - 321 convicts averaged 84.2 strokes each during their periods 

of servitude. Seven male convicts were punished with more than 400 lashes, five 

were given 300 to 400, and nineteen 200 to 300. Hard labour for female convicts 

usually was served at the wash tubs in the female factory . 

The numbers of punishments given to Salford Hundred convicts in Van 

Diemen' s Land between 1828 and 1850 are shown in Figure 26-5, and gender 

comparisons of rates of punishment in Figure 26-6. 

9 The Prison Disciplinary Society of Van Diemen' s Land noted that prevalent crimes were 
'drunkenness, disobedience, idleness, and pilfering', quoted in Innes, ' The Convict System of Van 
Diemen' s Land ', p. 434. 
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Figure 26-5: Salford Hundred Convicts - Punishments in Van Diemen's Land 1828-1850 

Punishments in Van Male Convict Female Total Male Female 
Diemen's Land Punishments Convict Punishments Convicts Convicts 

Punishments Punished Punished 

lashes 27.042 0 27 042 321 0 

davs solitarv confinement 8.286 2.735 11 021 367 72 

davs on the treadwheel 3.175 0 3 175 195 0 

hours in the stocks 262 6 268 59 2 

months of hard labour 9.544 944 10.488 444 72 

additional vears 645 52 697 150 23 

admonishments 303 45 348 217 29 

reonmands 453 102 555 293 49 

d1sm1ssals 208 15 223 156 11 

fines in shrlhngs 1.523 265 1.788 115 18 

Figure 26-6: Salford Hundred Convicts - Comparisons of Gender Rates 

of Punishments in Van Diemen's Land 1828-1850 

Punishments in Van Diemen's Percent of Males Male Percent of Percent of Female 
Land Punished Punishments Females Percent of 

Punished Punishments 

lashes 51.1 100 0 0.0 0.0 

davs in solitarv confinement 58.4 75.2 75 8 24.8 

davs on the treadwheel 31 1 100.0 0.0 0.0 

hours in the stocks 9.4 97.8 2.1 2.2 

months of hard labour 70 1 91 0 75.8 9.0 

additional vears of transoortatlon 23.9 92.5 24.2 7.5 

admonishments 34.5 87.1 30 5 12.9 

renrimands 46.6 81.6 51 6 18.4 

dismissals 24.8 93.3 11.6 6.7 

fines in shillings 18.3 85.2 18 9 14.8 

Flogging was a common punishment for male convicts. William Wood was 

flogged on twenty occasions with a total of 590 lashes for neglect of work and 

disobedience, mostly with twenty-five lashes at a time though on four occasions he 

was given fifty. 10 Usually sentences were between twenty-five and fifty lashes 

10 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 26 April 1830. For stealing two pairs of 
boots, William Wood was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, 
Euryalus, from 2 June 1830 to 26 September 1831, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Elizabeth (3) in October 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, 
Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/46, 1363 William Wood, Elizabeth (3), 14 February 1832. 
Wood was a fourteen-year-old labouring boy from Manchester. He had been convicted before for 
vagrancy and imprisoned for fourteen days. His conduct in gaol was very bad, in the hulk indifferent 
and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 36 offences against colonial 
regulations including 22 for neglect of work and 5 for disobedience. During servitude he was 
punished with 1 reprimand, 19 months' hard labour, 38 days in solitary confinement and 590 lashes. 
He was granted a ticket ofleave in August l 834 and a free certificate in 1840. 
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though Michael Foxley11 and John Lloyd12 were flogged with 100 lashes at one time, 

as was John Lennard (Leonard)13 who later recorded the circumstances of his trial. 

One day I and three other men . . made it up not to work, and we refused to do so and 

we were then taken in charge by the soldiers ... We remained in the watch house two 

days, and were then taken before Lieutenant Somerset and Mr Horne, from Ross. 

Lieutenant Somerset .. asked me how I would plead - guilty or not guilty; but I made 

him no reply ... he then said, 'Oh, never mind, we can try you without', and, the 

evidence being taken, I was brought in guilty . . 'The sentence of this court is, that you 

receive 100 lashes on the bare back', the clerk writing down word for word as he 

pronounced it, in order that there should be no mistake . . Next morning I was brought 

to Campbell Town to receive my punishment, and had to wait until the surgeon was in 

attendance; . . I heard the doctor's rap, and was brought into the yard where the 

triangles were standing ready, and the flagellator in attendance, and I was ordered to 

strip, and receive my punishment. 

A second punishment frequently used was solitary confinement. Of the 

cohort of 723 Salford Hundred convicts, 439 were sentenced to solitary confinement 

for a total of 11,021 days. Individual sentences varied but were usually three days, 

occasionally ten and sometimes as many as thirty. John Price spent the most time of 

11 For Michael F oxley' s history see Chapter Nineteen, p 253. 
12 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 13 April 1835 For stealing a hammer, 
pincers and tongs, John Lloyd was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in the 
hulk, Euryalus, from 31May1835 to 21November1836, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Francis Charlotte (2) in December 1836. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT 
Hobart, SC 32/11, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/25, 1060 John Lloyd, Francis Charlotte 
(2), 15 May 1837. Lloyd was a fourteen-year-old labouring boy from Manchester. He had been 
convicted before seven times including stealing a handkerchief for which he was imprisoned for two 
months. He denied 'having been seven times imprisoned' His conduct in gaol was very bad, in the 
hulk indifferent and in the ship very bad - 'idle and dirty'. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 56 
offences against colonial regulations, 32 of them at Point Puer against institutional regulations. 
During servitude he was punished with 1 reprimand, 25 additional years, 45 months' hard labour, 
147 days in solitary confinement and 232 lashes. On 26 March 1844 he was sentenced by the 
Supreme Court, Oatlands, to be hanged for 'assaulting William Harrison with intent to steal a watch 
from his person' The sentence was commuted to transportation for life. 
13 J Leonard, John Leonard's Narrative: A Convict in Van Diemen 's Land, Popinjay Publications, 
Woden, 1987, pp. 109-110, hereafter called Leonard, John Leonard's Narrative. John Lennard 
(Leonard) was flogged with 100 lashes on 14 April 1842 for 'gross insubordination in consequence of 
a very bad character'. LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 25 October 1834. For 
stealing six pairs of stockings, John Lennard was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Ganymede, from November 1834 to 8 June 1835, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Aurora I (2) in June 1835. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; 
and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/28, 925 John Lennard, Aurora I (2), 20 
October 183 5. Lennard was a labourer from Manchester. He had been convicted before twice for 
vagrancy and imprisoned for one and three months. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good 
and in the ship very good. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 51 offences against colonial 
regulations including 14 for misconduct, 18 for absence, insolence and neglect of work, 1 for 'having 
communicated directly with the Lt Govin violation of regulations and asserting a falsehood', 3 for 
assaulting, 'ill-using and abusing fellow prisoners' and 2 for 'coming into a fellow prisoner's berth 
with intent to commit an unnatural crime' and with 'removing the board that separated their berths 
and lying together'. During servitude he was punished with 2 reprimands, 2 additional years, 87 
months' hard labour, 4 days on the treadwheel, 40 days in solitary confinement and 217 lashes. In 
1844 his sentences were remitted by the lieutenant-governor and he was granted a free certificate. 
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the cohort in solitary confinement - 259 days while imprisoned at Point Puer for 

offences against institutional regulations. 14 

During servitude female convicts averaged thirty-eight days in solitary 

confinement and males twenty-three. Sixteen of the Salford Hundred convicts were 

sentenced to more than 100 days each - six were women, a surprisingly high gender 

proportion. Ellen Varley for example spent 186 days in solitary confinement mostly 

for being drunk, absent and disorderly,15 and Margaret Connor 132 days for similar 

offences. 16 

The third punishment frequently used was sentencing to hard labour - 516 

Salford Hundred convicts were sentenced to 10,488 months of hard labour, an 

average of20.3 months for each convict (twenty-one months for males and thirteen 

for females). Five women were sentenced to a total of more than thirty months, 

including Margaret Connor to thirty-seven and Ellen Greenhalgh11 to thirty-six. 

14 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 29 August 1836 For stealing six half 
crowns, John Price was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, 
Euryalus, from September 1836 to 21November1836, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Frances Charlotte (2) in December 1836. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT 
Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/36, 1324 John Price, Frances Charlotte (2), 15 May 
1837. Price was a fifteen-year-old labouring boy from Manchester. He had been convicted before six 
times for picking pockets and stealing money and handkerchiefs. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the 
hulk indifferent and 'stubborn', and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 112 
offences against colonial regulations including 99 at Point Puer Some were for serious offences of 
violence - 'threatening to fight the superintendent at Point Puer', assaulting an overseer of a chain 
gang and 'threatening the life of the man who apprehended him' During servitude he was punished 
with 3 reprimands, 77 months' hard labour, 259 days in solitary confinement and 432 lashes. In 
1847 he was granted a free certificate. 
15 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 13 April 1835. For stealing 10/- from the 
person, Ellen Varley was sentenced to seven years' transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land 
in the Hector in June 1835. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and 
Con 40/9, 12 Ellen Varley, Hector, 20 October 1835 Varley was a housemaid from Manchester. 
She had been a prostitute for five years and had been convicted before at least three times: an 
unnamed felony and imprisoned for twelve months; and twice for drunkenness and imprisoned for 
seven and fourteen days. Her conduct in gaol was bad and in the ship good and 'well behaved'. In 
Van Diemen's Land she committed 43 offences against colonial regulations including 13 for absence, 
12 for routine discipline and 6 for drunkenness During servitude she was punished with 1 
reprimand, 1 admonishment, 1 additional year, 21 months' hard labour, 2 hours in the stocks and 
186 days in solitary confinement. On 14 March 1843 the lieutenant-governor remitted her sentences 
'so that she may be restored to freedom' 
16 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 3 December 1832; and Mitchell Library, 
Assignment Lists of Convicts in Convict Ships, 1821-1854. For stealing blankets and sheets, 
Margaret Connor was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen' s Land in 
theJane I/in January 1833. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 
and Con 40/1, 221 Margaret Connor, Jane II, 30 June 1833. Connor was a house servant and piecer 
from Manchester. She had been convicted before three times: attempting to commit a felony and 
imprisoned; illegal pledging and imprisoned for two months; and stealing printed cloth and 
imprisoned for six months Her conduct in gaol was bad and in the ship good In Van Diemen's 
Land she committed 34 offences against colonial regulations including 15 for drunkenness. During 
servitude she was punished with 2 reprimands, 37 months' hard labour and 132 days in solitary 
confinement. She was granted a ticket ofleave in 1844 and a free certificate in 1846. 
11 For Ellen Greenhalgh's history see Chapter Thirteen, p. 188. 
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Women convicts were sent to hard labour at the wash tubs in the female factory ; men 

to chain gangs or road parties with or without chains as ordered by magistrates at 

sentencing. 

Gender rates of offending 

Gender differences in categories of offences committed in Van Diemen's Land 

are shown in Figure 26-7, and comparisons are illustrated by the chart in Figure 26-8. 

Figure 26-7: Salford Hundred Convicts - Gender Rates of Offending 1828-1850 

Category of Colonial Offence Percent of Offences by Male Percent of Offences by 
Convicts Female Convicts 

abscond 6.0 3.7 

absent 12 .3 19.8 

routine discioline 12.9 13 .2 

disobedient 7.5 4.3 

disorderlv 5.0 7.3 

drunk 11.l 25 .2 

imorooer larnma11:e 1.9 3.6 

insubordinate 8.7 6.6 

misconduct 15 .0 10.5 

work neglect 12 .2 2.8 

work refusal 2.5 0.5 

felonv 4.9 2.5 

total 100.0 100.0 

Figure 26-8: Salford Hundred Convicts - Comparison of Gender Rates of Offending 1828-1850 

I Comparison of Offences By Gender I 

0.0 5.0 10.0 15 .0 20.0 25 .0 
Percent 

I • Male Convicts Female Convicts I 
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Male and female Salford Hundred convicts committed offences in Van 

Diemen's Land approximately in proportion to their gender ratio - 86.9 percent of 

the cohort were males and they committed 85. 7 percent of offences; 13 .1 percent 

were females and they committed 14.3 percent of offences. Though overall rates 

were approximately in proportion to gender, there were differences in categories of 

offences, for example women were involved in absence and drunkenness to an 

exceptional degree whereas men were disproportionately involved in misconduct, 

routine discipline and work neglect. 

Age groupings and offences 

Numbers of offences committed by Salford Hundred convicts in age 

groupings after arrival in Van Diemen's Land are shown in Figure 26-9. 

Figure 26-9: Salford Hundred Convicts 

Age Groupings and Numbers of Offences 1828-1850 

Age Grouping Offences in Offences in Total Percent of Percent of 
VDLbyMale VDLby Offences in Offences Convicts 

Convicts Female VDL Committed in Transported 
Convicts VDL toVDL 

9 to 14 vears 233 0 233 2.7 1.2 

15 to 19 vears 2 540 321 2.861 32 6 24 2 

20 to 24 vears 2 884 374 3.258 37.2 40.8 

25 to 29 vears 881 305 U86 13.5 15.2 

30 to 34 vears 420 115 535 6.1 7.5 

35 to 39 vears 219 37 256 29 5.0 

40 to 44 vears 99 32 131 1 5 2.1 

45 to 49 vears 116 14 130 1.5 1 9 

50 to 54 vears 83 56 139 1.6 1.5 

55 to 59 vears 15 0 15 0.2 03 

60 to 64 vears 19 0 19 02 0.3 

65 to 71 vears 0 0 0 0 0.0 

total 7.509 1.254 8.763 100.0 100.0 

Young convicts committed offences at a greater rate than older convicts. 

Those between the ages of nine and nineteen made up 25 .4 percent of convicts but 

committed 35.3 percent of offences. In addition there was a disproportionate rate of 

offending in the 15-19 year age group, probably a consequence of excessive numbers 

of offences being committed by young prisoners at Point Puer against institutional 
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regulations. Furthermore the rate of offending of all young adults below the age of 

twenty-five was disproportionately high - 66.2 percent of convicts were under 

twenty-five and committed 72.5 percent of offences. Older convicts made up about 

one third of all Salford Hundred convicts but committed only one quarter of offences. 

Comparisons between ages and numbers of offences are illustrated in Figure 26-10. 

Figure 26-10: Salford Hundred Convicts - Age Groupings and Offences 1828-1850 

I Offences by Age Groupings I 
9 to 14 years 

15to19 yearsll~5i=rrrrt 20 to 24 years 
25 to 29 years 
30 to 34 years 
35 to 39 years 
40 to 44 years 
45 to 49 years 
50 to 54 years 
55 to 71 years 

-I"-~--~~~~--~-+~~--~--~--+~~-+-~-+ 

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 
Percent of offences 

Percent of Offences • Percent of All Convicts 

Marital status and offences 

The numbers of offences committed in Van Diemen's Land in relation to 

claimed marital status are given in Figure 26-11 ; the rates of claimed marital status in 

Britain and offences committed in Van Diemen's Land are shown in the table in 

Figure 26-12; and comparisons are illustrated by the chart in Figure 26-13. 

Figure 26-11: Salford Hundred Convicts Transported to Van Diemen's Land 

Claimed Marital Status in Britain and Offences in Van Diemen's Land 

Oaimed Marital Offences by Males Offences by Total Offences 
Status Females 

married 1 137 390 1.527 

sin i.!le 6 141 81 2 6 953 

widow 0 57 57 

widower 126 0 126 

unknown 100 0 100 

total 7,504 1 259 8,763 
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Figure 26-12: Salford Hundred Convicts - Rates of Marital Status and Offences 

Claimed Male Percent of Female Percent of Total Percent of 
Marital Percent Male Percent Female Percent Total 
Status in Offences in Offences in Offences in 
Britain VDL VDL VDL 

married 22.0 15 .2 25 .0 3 1.0 22.4 17.4 

sin1de 74 .2 81.8 66 .7 64.5 73.2 79.4 

widow 0.0 0.0 8.3 4.5 1.1 0.7 

widower 2.4 1.7 0.0 0.0 2.1 1.4 

unknown 1.4 1.3 0.0 0.0 1.2 1.1 

total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Figure 26-13: Salford Hundred Convicts - Comparison Rates of Marital Status and Offences 

I Marital Status and Offences I 

unknown 

widow 

widower 

0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70 .0 80 .0 
Percent 

Percent of Offences in VDL • Marital Status Percent 

Though overall single convicts committed more offences than those who were 

married, there were gender differences. Male convicts who claimed to be single 

committed offences at a greater rate than those who said they were married or 

widowed - 74.2 percent of males who were single committed 81.8 percent of male 

offences. One probable explanation for this was the disproportionate number of 

offences committed by young unmarried male prisoners in the penal institution at 

Point Puer. On the other hand women convicts who claimed to be single committed 

offences at a lesser rate than those who said they were married or widowed - 66. 7 

percent of females who were single committed 64.5 percent of female offences. A 

possible reason for a slightly higher rate of offending by married women convicts was 

the misuse of alcohol, a particularly frequent habit among older convict women. 
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Work skills and offences 

The types, numbers and percentages of offences committed by Salford 

Hundred convicts in Van Diem en's Land in respect of categories of work skills are 

shown in Annexes Y and Z. These show that among skilled convicts the most 

frequent offences were drunkenness, misconduct and absence; amongst semi-skilled, 

drunkenness, misconduct and work neglect; and among unskilled workers 

misconduct, routine discipline and absence. The numbers of convicts in the work 

categories 'skilled', ' semi-skilled' and 'unskilled' are shown in Figure 26-14, and the 

relationships between claimed skills and offences are illustrated in Figure 26-15. 

Figure 26-14: Salford Hundred Convicts - Skills and Offences 

Skill Category Numbers of Percent of Number of Percent of 
of Salford Convicts Convicts Offences in VDL Offences in VDL 
Hundred Transported to Transported to 
Convicts VDL VDL 

skilled 113 15 .6 1 160 13 .2 

semi-skilled 122 16.9 1.283 14.6 

unskilled 475 65 .7 6 235 71.2 

unknown skill 13 1.8 85 1.0 

total 723 100.0 8.763 100.0 

Figure 26-15: Salford Hundred Convicts - Comparison Skills and Offences 

p 
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56.2 
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r 
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9.4 

0.0+-"'---
skilled semi-skilled 

Claimed Skill 
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Percent of Transported Convicts • Percent of Offences in VDL 
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Generally those convicts who had some sort of skilled or semi-skilled 

occupation in Britain were recorded as committing fewer offences in proportion to 

their numbers in Van Diemen's Land than unskilled convicts. However skilled 

workers may not necessarily have been better behaved than others. Employers did 

not want to lose their valuable labour and as a result were prepared to overlook or 

tolerate misbehaviour. In some cases offences were not prosecuted. Forsyth 

remarked that settlers generally ignored the requirements of penal regulations if they 

interfered with convict workers 'getting the day's work done',18 and West 

complained that there was a 'great practical injustice' when artisans could enjoy 

advantages because of their useful trades. 19 In 1834 in reference to 'convict 

mechanics generally', Arthur told Stanley that 'the application of their skill can only 

be elicited by coaxing and indulgence, and that they [convict mechanics] are disposed 

to take advantage of this, and frequently succeed in obtaining concessions utterly 

subversive to discipline'. 20 When asked by Molesworth if it was more difficult to 

induce a master to prosecute a 'mechanical convict ... if he is guilty of an offence, 

than if it were otherwise', Arthur replied, 'I should think that a master would rather 

overlook an offence in a servant of that kind than in any other servant'.21 

Absence 

Absence was widespread. There were 1,168 charges against Salford Hundred 

convicts for being away from usual, authorised or proper places - 920 for offences by 

males and 248 by females. Because offenders intended to return, absence was not as 

serious as absconding. Nevertheless it was of continuing concern to colonial 

administrators. Social reformers and opponents of transportation saw it as a major 

disciplinary, social and economic problem - being absent demonstrated that the 

fundamental concept of imprisonment could be avoided by prisoners, that the social 

evils of immorality and drunkenness (which were often associated with absence) 

could be freely practised, that felonies could be easily committed and as a result 

transportation as a punishment was ineffective. 

18 W Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System: Van Diemen 's Land 1824-1836, Sydney University 
Press, Sydney, 1970, pp. 112- 115, hereafter called Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System. 
19 West, The History of Tasmania, p. 356. 
20 Arthur to Stanley, 10 March 1834, in Parliamentary Papers, July 1838 Report (Molesworth), p. 
110. 
21 Evidence by Colonel George Arthur, 27 June 1837, Question 4370 in Parliamentary Papers, July 
1838 Report (Molesworth), p. 294. 
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One major reason for the frequency of absence by Salford Hundred convicts 

was that many were unaccustomed to disciplined routine in their daily lives. Urban 

labourers who worked in mills and factories had some understanding of the need for 

constancy and application to work. Others who were unemployed, partly employed 

or avoided work altogether had little experience of the discipline and obligations of 

labour, and may have had difficulty adapting to the requirements of routine work in 

the assignment system in Van Diemen's Land. A number of Salford Hundred male 

convict workers were employed as stock keepers, shepherds, carters and farm 

labourers, were not fully supervised and were easily tempted to absent themselves 

when opportunities occurred. Arthur had identified this problem of lack of 

supervision in 1825 when he ordered the strict enforcement of use of overseers, 

remarking that 'stock-keepers in distant and remote parts [were] under no kind of 

surveillance'. 22 

Female convicts were mostly assigned to domestic work where they usually 

lived within a mistress's dwelling, and were under closer supervision than male 

convict workers who mostly lived in huts outside. As a result, women's absences 

were readily detected and immediate searches were made. Often female house 

servants had sexual liaisons, in many cases with men who lived close by. For 

example in 1831 Fanny Burgess was 'absent found by her master [Thomas James 

Lempriere] at 10 pm last night in bed with a free man named James Clee in his 

house' ,23 and on 9October1838 Ellen Varley was 'absent and found in a neighbour's 

house with a man who was in bed with her'. 24 In a number of other cases, women 

convicts were detained by constables in public houses or houses of ill repute after 

hours or were found drunk in public places. Because they were females they were 

the subject of attention and easily identified. The result of this close supervision and 

swift detection was that the recorded rate of female absence was considerably higher 

than the male rate. 

In addition the offence of absence appeared frequently in conduct records 

because its definition included a wide range of penal regulatory circumstances such as 

22 Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System, p. 91 West also pointed out that the system of 
agriculture obliged masters to leave convict workers unsupervised 'forty and fifty miles from their 
masters' dwellings' and rarely visited; West, The History of Tasmania, p. 355. Backhouse and 
Walker described the deficiencies of accommodation for assigned male convicts in 'Testimonials by 
Messrs Backhouse and Walker, with extracts from their MS Journals', in Parliamentary Papers, 
Report on Convict Discipline, 26 April 1838 (Maconochie), pp. 23-24. 
23 For Fanny Burgess's history see Chapter Twenty-One, p. 281. 
24 For Ellen Varley's history see Chapter Twenty-Six, p. 377. 
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'absent from muster', 'absent from church', 'absent from medical inspection', 

'absent from authorised place of residence' and 'absent from a work station'. Many 

charges for being absent included a second charge of 'being in a public house', 'being 

drunk', 'out after hours and found in a public house' and 'being in a public house at 

night contrary to orders'. Violet Welsh 'a woman of the most abandoned character' 

who was charged on twelve occasions for absence and another eight for drunkenness 

was 'absent taking an unnecessary time coming from Hobart Town on assignment' ,25 

and Mary Milligan punished eleven times for absence and another seven for 

drunkenness was 'absent from her husband' .26 

Drunkenness 

There was a frequent publicly-expressed conviction by some observers in 

nineteenth-century Britain that drunkenness was closely associated with crime.27 

The Reverend John Clay pointed out that 'the great and dreadful cause of crime in 

this country, the overwhelming curse which debases and ruins the lower class -

resides in the alehouse';28 the Reverend Henry Joseph when examining prisons 

concluded that drunkenness was the primary contributor to social and criminal 

misbehaviour especially among urban labourers;29 and Magistrate James Norris 

regularly told grand juries at quarter sessions that 'most offences have their origins in 

drunkenness' .30 This British social habit of drunkenness occurred frequently among 

convicts transported to both New South Wales and Van Diemen' s Land. 31 West 

wrote with vigour about the effects of alcohol on convicts, pointing out that the 

'poisonous indulgence' of intemperance was 'embodied in our penal institution';32 

and Shaw calculated that 10 percent of convicts brought to trial in Van Diemen's 

Land annually were tried on charges involving drunkenness.33 The misuse of alcohol 

was a major social problem in Van Diemen's Land for the free community as well as 

convicts. Maconochie reported to Lord John Russell that one in seven of the free 

25 For Violet Welsh's history see Chapter Thirteen, p. 185. 
26 For Mary Milligan's history see Chapter Fifteen, p. 215. 
27 For comment on drunkenness in the Salford Hundred see Chapter Twenty, pp. 276-277. 
28 Clay, The Prison Chaplain, pp. 124 and 519 
29 Joseph, Memoirs of Convicted Prisoners, p. 6. 
30 The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 11 January 1834. 
31 Maconochie to Lord John Russell in 'Summary of Papers on Convict Discipline, sent home by 
Captain Maconochie RN', in Parliamentary Papers, Report on Prison Discipline, 183 8 (Maconochie ), 
p. 8 
32 West, The History of Tasmania, pp. 371-372. 
33 Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, pp. 218 and 228. 
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population of Van Diemen's Land in 1836 had been summarily convicted for 

drunkenness, and Surveyor General George William Evans wrote that public 

drunkenness occurred to such an extent it was 'the only prevailing disease in the 

colony, known by the name of grvgfever'. 34 

Arthur recognised that the 'ready availability of alcohol was a constant long 

term problem'. He deplored its official recognition as a means of collecting taxes 

when he believed that 'every energy of the government should be exercised to put 

down the use of ardent spirits among the prisoners' .35 But like other colonial 

governors he failed to stop easy access to alcohol. During his time as lieutenant

govemor, drunkenness regularly appeared in convict records. Among Salford 

Hundred convicts it was the third most frequently committed offence - 372 were 

charged on 1,153 occasions and drunkenness was involved in 13.2 percent of all 

offences committed by Salford Hundred convicts in Van Diemen's Land. 

Of the 310 male convicts who were convicted of drunkenness, thirty-three 

were charged more than six times. James Kelly for example was convicted on 

thirteen occasions for being drunk and disorderly, for pilfering 'half a pint of rum' 

and for 'exposing his person' when drunk.36 Female convicts appeared with great 

frequency before magistrates for drunkenness. Sixty-two of the ninety-five Salford 

Hundred women were convicted at least once - twenty of them more than six times. 

Women's drunkenness was usually associated with 'repeated insolence', 'unable to 

work', 'disorderly', 'drunk in a public house', 'drunk representing herself to be free', 

'drunk and using abusive language to her mistress', and on one occasion 'getting 

beastly drunk on a Sunday, absconding and remaining in the bush until apprehended'. 

Some women were notorious for the frequency of their appearances before 

34 Maconochie to Lord John Russell in 'Summary of Papers on Convict Discipline, sent home by 
Captain Maconochie RN', in Parliamentary Papers, Report on Prison Discipline, 183 8 (Maconochie ), 
p. 8; and Evans, A Geographical Historical and Topographical Description of Van Diemen 's Land, 
p. 94 The emphasis was by Evans. 
35 Arthur to Huskisson 1May1828 in HRA Resumed Series III, p. 293 and note 218, p. 754. 
36 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 9 April 1832 For stealing £2 from the 
person, James Kelly was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, 
LeVlathan, from 22 May 1832 to 6 August 1832, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the York I (3) 
in August 1832. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, 
Con 23 and Con 31/26, 365 James Kelly, York I (3), 29 December 1832. Kelly was a labourer from 
Manchester. He had been convicted before twice pledging a stolen watch and imprisoned for six 
months; and stealing sheets and imprisoned for six months His conduct in gaol was bad, in the 
hulk orderly and in the ship indifferent In Van Diemen's Land he committed 48 offences against 
colonial regulations including 13 for drunkenness and 10 for absence During servitude he was 
punished with 3 reprimands, 3 admonishments, 27 months' hard labour, 2 hours in the stocks, 17 
days on the treadwheel, 36 days in solitary confinement and 66 lashes. He was granted a ticket of 
leave in 1840 and a free certificate in 1846. 
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magistrates for drunkenness. Margaret MacDonald was a forty-year-old Irish house 

servant who was convicted on sixteen occasions, the first in 1831 when she was 

found 'laying drunk in the street', the last in November 1844 when she was fined 5/-. 

On other occasions she was drunk and insolent, found drunk in a public place, and 

unable to work because of drunkenness. 37 

Fanny Burgess was an Irish servant of all work and washerwoman, and was 

fifty years of age when convicted in Britain for stealing a bonnet and a cap from a 

poor woman. She had been convicted before and imprisoned five times, spending six 

and a half years in the New Bailey House of Correction in Salford, an imprisonment 

which she blamed 'entirely on drink'. When brought to trial at the Salford Hundred 

quarter sessions she told Magistrate Norris that 'drink has brought me here'. 38 

Jane Howard was a nineteen-year-old housemaid and prostitute from 

Manchester. In Van Diemen's Land she was charged with drunkenness on sixteen 

occasions, most associated with disorderly conduct. 39 

Margaret Connor, a Manchester housemaid, mill worker and mother of two, 

spent fifty-two days in solitary confinement and eighteen weeks hard labour at the 

wash tubs for fifteen offences of drunkenness. 40 

Mary Ann Green, a seventeen-year-old housemaid from Ireland, was 

convicted fifteen times for drunkenness;41 and Bridget Tway, the wife of a soldier in 

37 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 10 January 1831; and Central Library, 
Manchester, Addison, annotated copy of calendar of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions, 10 
January 1831. For stealing one fire fender, Margaret MacDonald was sentenced to fourteen years' 
transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in theMary llI (3) in June 1831. PRO London HO 
11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/7, 136 Margaret MacDonald, Mary III 
(3), 19 October 1831. MacDonald was a house servant from Newry, Ireland. She had been convicted 
before twice· stealing a watch and imprisoned for one month; and stealing clothes and imprisoned for 
twelve months. Her conduct in gaol was bad and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land she 
committed 27 offences against colonial regulations including 16 for drunkenness. During servitude 
she was punished with 1 reprimand, 20 months' hard labour and 33 days in solitary confinement. 
She was granted a ticket of leave in 1839 and a free certificate in 1845 
38 For Fanny Burgess's history see Chapter Twenty-One, p. 281. 
39 For Jane Howard's history see Chapter Thirteen, p. 191 
4° For Margaret Connor' s history see Chapter Twenty-Six, p 3 77. 
41 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 1 September 18 34; and The Manchester 
Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 13 September 1834. For larceny of a hat and 
2/- during a highway robbery, Ma:ry Ann Green was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, and 
sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the New Grove in October 1834 PRO London HO 11 and HO 27, 
and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/3, 155 Mary Ann Green, New Grove, 27 March 1835 
Green was a housemaid from Ireland. She had been a prostitute for a year and had been convicted 
before twice: shoplifting and imprisoned for three months; and stealing clothing and imprisoned for 
one month. Her conduct in gaol was very bad and in the ship good. In Van Diemen's Land she 
committed 35 offences against colonial regulations including 15 for drunkenness and one for 'falsely 
representing herself to be in the family way in order to be returned from service'. During servitude 
she was punished with 8 reprimands, 3 admonishments, 15 months' hard labour and 62 days in 
solitary confinement. She was granted a ticket ofleave in 1844 and a free certificate in 1848. 
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the 23rd Fusiliers who brought her eleven-year-old daughter into servitude with her, 

was convicted on thirteen occasions. 42 

Misconduct and routine discipline 

Offences relating to 'misconduct' and 'routine discipline' appeared to be 

frequent because their definitions included a wide range of offences. Penal 

institutions were major contributors to these offences, particularly at Port Arthur 

and Point Puer where there were military and penitentiary types of regulatory 

regimes thought essential for the efficient conduct of personal administration, 

discipline and control oflarge groups of boys and men. Many offences were against 

local institutional 'routine' and 'standing orders' such as 'secreting soap on the 

rocks', 'having thread secreted in his mouth', 'being in a dirty state' and 'not 

marching according to directions laid down'. These minor regulatory offences 

appeared in records with such frequency as to cause a distortion in the overall rates 

of offending by male convicts. For example the number of offences committed by all 

Salford Hundred convicts between 1828 and 1850 was 8,763 or 12.1 offences per 

convict. When the 1, 176 offences committed by convicts imprisoned in Port Arthur 

and Point Puer were disregarded, then the number of offences per convict was 

reduced to 10.5, a substantial difference. 

Offences committed by convict boys at Point Puer demonstrated a high rate 

of minor offending against regulations. Twenty-five Salford Hundred male convicts 

under the age of sixteen were identified as having been imprisoned at Point Puer 

between 28 April 1834 and 23November1842 where they committed 740 offences 

or 29.6 offences per convict boy. This was an exceptionally high rate when 

compared with 12.1 offences per Salford Hundred convict in Van Diemen's Land. It 

inflated the number of offences of misconduct and routine discipline, causing them to 

appear to be exceptionally frequent. 

42 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 24 February 1834, and The Manchester 
Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 8 March 1834. For stealing a ream of paper, 
Bridget Tway was sentenced to seven years' transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Edward III in April 1834. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and 
Con 40/9, 104 Bridget Tway, Edward III, 4 September 1834. Tway was a house servant from 
Ireland She had been convicted before three times for unnamed felonies and imprisoned for two 
months, three months and two days. Her conduct in gaol was bad and in the ship good. In Van 
Diemen's Land she committed 36 offences against colonial regulations including 13 for drunkenness 
and 12 for absence, once being 'found in a stable with a man between 11-12 o'clock at night drunk'. 
During servitude she was punished with 2 reprimands, 1 admonishment, 16 months' hard labour and 
131 days in solitary confinement She was granted a free certificate in 1842. 
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Work neglect 

Work neglect was an offence committed more by men than by women - 359 

male convicts committed 916 offences (2.5 per male convict), and twenty-three 

female convicts committed thirty-five offences (1.5 per female convict). Male 

convicts from the urban areas of the Salford Hundred were charged with neglect of 

work at a greater rate than male agricultural labourers - 285 urban labourers 

committed 473 work neglect offences, an average of 1.6 offences per convict, whereas 

seventy-one agricultural workers committed eighty-five work neglect offences, an 

average of 1.2 per convict. This greater rate of offending by unskilled urban mill 

workers was probably the result of being unaccustomed to the relentless labour 

required by agricultural work in adverse climatic conditions, and the physical effort 

needed when ploughing, chipping, tree felling, planting, wool washing and reaping. 

Women on the other hand were mostly assigned to housekeeping and many were 

accustomed or adapted to the domestic duties required of them. As a result women 

generally committed fewer offences of neglect of work than men. 

Most records of work-related offences were entered in convict conduct 

registers as neglect of duty, idleness, negligence, carelessness, laziness or 

unworkmanlike performance of duties. There were some unusual circumstances 

associated with neglect of work such as John Marsh43 being 'drunk when in charge of 

his master's horse and cart', Joseph Wilde44 'allowing his master's sheep to be 

43 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 10 January 1831, and Addison, annotated 
copy ofcalendars ofliberates, 10 January 1831. For stealing £16 from the person during a street 
robbery, John Marsh was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, 
Leviathan, from 3 March 1831to25 May 1831, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the William 
Glen Anderson in May 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 
14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/29, 899 John Marsh, William Glen Anderson, 25 August 1828. 
Marsh was a ploughman from Manchester. He had been convicted before for stealing a waistcoat and 
imprisoned for fourteen days. His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk orderly and in the ship 
good. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 15 offences against colonial regulations including 10 for 
drunkenness. During servitude he was punished with 1 reprimand, 3 admonishments, 1 month's hard 
labour, 4 hours in the stocks, 21 days on the treadwheel and 35 lashes. He was granted a ticket of 
leave in 1837 and a free certificate in 1845. On 6 July 1848 he was tried by the Supreme Court, 
Hobart, for larceny and sentenced to seven years' transportation. 
44 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 22 October 1832. For stealing 10/- from the 
person, Joseph Wilde was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, York, 
from 16 December 1832 to 15 May 1833, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Stakesby in May 
1833. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 
and Con 31/47, 1622 Joseph Wilde, Stakesby, 4 September 1833. Wilde was a farm labourer from 
Oldham. He had been convicted before for stealing wine and imprisoned for six months. His 
conduct in gaol and in the hulk was good and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he 
committed 8 offences against colonial regulations including being 'detained in town without a pass, 
having in possession 33/- and 4 dozen kangaroo skins, 7 days' solitary confinement, skins to go to 
Mr Keatch, money to the Superintendent of Convicts according to regulations' During servitude he 
was punished with 1 reprimand, 1 admonishment, 9 months' hard labour, 2 hours in the stocks and 7 
days in solitary confinement. He was granted a ticket of leave in 1838 and a free certificate in 1839. 
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deficient by about 100' and John Gowland45 'being at such a distance from a cart in 

his charge in view of the Assistant Provost Marshal as to be unable to have the 

control of the horse harnessed thereto'. 

Work refusal 

There were 191 offences by Salford Hundred convicts which were clearly 

identified as refusing to work. Sometimes they were a consequence of temporary 

loss of temper or sudden burst of impatience brought about by the relentless and 

exhausting nature of penal servitude. At other times they were deliberate protests, 

though this type of offence was infrequent and almost always committed by 

individual convicts trying to obtain better work conditions. Overall, offences of 

work refusal did not demonstrate any identifiable pattern of a general protest 

throughout the whole convict community. 

There were however some obvious cases of individual protest by Salford 

Hundred convicts. Thomas Hamer46 refused to work on six occasions, once being 

punished with twelve months' hard labour in chains for 'conspiring and confederating 

to annoy and injure his master by refusing to work', and later 'threatening to split his 

master's skull with a rail which he then brandished in his hand'. Catherine Saint 

45 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 22 October 1832. For housebreaking and 
stealing two glazier's diamonds and other articles, John Gowland was sentenced to transportation for 
life, was imprisoned in the hulk, York, from 9 December 1832 to 30 March 1833, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the Enchantress in April 1833. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; 
and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/16, 916 John Gowland, Enchantress, 31 
July 183 3. Gowland was a 'bookbinder not complete' from Bolton. He had been convicted and 
transported before for shoplifting and served three years in the General Penitentiary, Millbank. His 
conduct in gaol was unknown, in the hulk good and in the ship orderly. In Van Diemen's Land he 
committed 32 offences against colonial regulations including 6 for routine discipline and 4 for 
drunkenness In 1840 he was charged with 'gross misconduct as a constable being found in bed with 
Constable Watkins' s wife, dismissed from police for being a bad character'. During servitude he was 
punished with 1 reprimand, 13 months' hard labour, 13 days on the treadwheel, 28 days in solitary 
confinement and 36 lashes. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1842 and a conditional pardon on 31 
October 1846. 
46 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 10 January 1831; and Addison, annotated 
copy of calendar ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions, 10 January 1831. For stealing £ 16 
from the person during a street robbery, Thomas Hamer was sentenced to fourteen years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan, from 3 March 1831 to 25 May 1831, and 
sailed to Van Diemen' s Land in the William Glen Anderson in May 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 
9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/20, 1289 Thomas 
Hamer, William Glen Anderson, 1 November 1831. Hamer was a ploughman from Pendlebury. He 
had been indicted before twice· stealing a waistcoat and imprisoned for three months, and 
housebreaking and acquitted His conduct in gaol was good, in the hulk orderly and in the ship 
good. In Van Diemen' s Land he committed 42 offences against colonial regulations including 9 for 
misconduct, 6 for refusal to work and 5 for absence. During servitude he was punished with 2 
reprimands, 3 admonishments, 19 additional years, 71 months' hard labour, 22 days in solitary 
confinement and 482 lashes. On 19 March 1844 he was sentenced by the Supreme Court, Hobart, to 
seven years' transportation to Norfolk Island for an unnamed felony but was sent to Port Arthur. 
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Ledger47 was sentenced to two months' hard labour for 'creating a disturbance in the 

Colonial Secretary's Office'; and Mary Campbel148 was placed in solitary 

confinement for seven days for 'forcibly and violently in a turbulent manner resisting 

Mr Hutchinson and refusing to obey his lawful command'. 

Other offences could also have been forms of protest particularly those 

associated with insolence and insubordination, or offences of a type which 

Humphrey McQueen described as individual outbursts against particular penal, 

social or legal abuses by means of 'surly defiance, dumb insolence, impudence and 

mockery'. According to McQueen these offences were 'legitimate acts of social 

rebellion or permissible acts of survival' and were challenges to the injustices of 

convict circumstances rather than criminal acts. 49 Some Salford Hundred convicts 

committed offences which could be interpreted as supporting McQueen's definitions 

of acts of protest - William Kay for 'disrespectful language to David Lord his 

master' ,50 William Batty for 'addressing his mistress and reflecting upon the conduct 

of her daughter',51 James Shaw for 'having made his mistress ill by his violent and 

47 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 30 May 1836. For stealing money from her 
employer, Surgeon Pearson of Liverpool, Catherine Saint Ledger was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Westmoreland (2) in August 1836 PRO 
London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/10, 162 Catherine Saint 
Ledger, Westmoreland (2), 3 December 1836. Saint Ledger was a cook and house servant from 
Ireland. There was no record of previous convictions. Her conduct in gaol was unknown and in the 
ship good. In Van Diemen's Land she committed 8 offences against colonial regulations. During 
servitude she was punished with 1 admonishment, 2 months' hard labour and 21 days in solitary 
confinement. She was granted a ticket ofleave in 1841 and a free certificate in 1846. 
48 For Mary Campbell's history see Chapter Thirteen, p 189 
49 H McQueen, 'Convicts and Rebels' in Labour History, Number 15, November 1968, pp. 11-13, 
17-20 and 26-30, hereafter called McQueen, 'Convicts and Rebels' 
50 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 21 January 1828. For stealing four tippets 
and two handkerchiefs, William Kay was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned 
in the hulk, Justlfia, from March 1828 to 1 July 1829, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Surrey I (5) in July 1829. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 
14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/27, 251 William Kay, Surrey! (5), 14 December 1829. Kay was a 
warehouseman from Cheshire. He had been convicted before and imprisoned for an unnamed felony. 
His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk indifferent and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's 
Land he committed 7 offences against colonial regulations During servitude he was punished with 2 
admonishments and 75 lashes. He died in the Colonial Hospital, Hobart Town, on 18 April 1840. 
51 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 4 May 1829. For stealing six drinking 
glasses, William Batty was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, 
Leviathan, from 20 June 1829 to 8 December 1829, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Mary III 
(2) in December 1829. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, 
Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/4, 1286 William Batty, Mary III (2), 10 April 1830 Batty was a 
fustian dyer from Bank Top, Manchester. He had been convicted before in 1822 and 1828 for 
unnamed offences and imprisoned. His conduct in gaol and in the hulk was good and in the ship 
unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 22 offences against colonial regulations including 5 
for misconduct. During servitude he was punished with 2 reprimands, 1 admonishment, 81 months' 
hard labour, 10 days on the treadwheel, 8 days in solitary confinement and 36 lashes. He was granted 
a free certificate in 184 7. On 4 October 184 7 he was sentenced to two years' hard labour by the 
Supreme Court, Hobart, for stealing a bottle and other articles 



392 

turbulent conduct' 52 and Joseph Smith for being 'insolent and evincing a general 

sulkiness of disposition'. 53 However there were insufficient offences by Salford 

Hundred convicts in Van Diemen's Land to support McQueen's claim that by these 

means there was a widespread resistance to authority. 54 

Alan Atkinson's view was different. His proposition was that protest was a 

practical means by which convicts tried to improve their circumstances, and that it 

was made evident in four ways - by impulsive violence, by magisterial redress of 

wrongs, by withdrawal of labour and by 'compensatory retribution'. 55 All four of his 

'patterns of convict protest' were identified in the experiences of Salford Hundred 

convicts in Van Diemen's Land. 

Atkinson's first form of protest was 'impulsive violence against authority'. 56 

This was demonstrated by some Salford Hundred convicts in their instant reactions 

to rigorous discipline or by bad temper often induced by exhaustion, such as by Ellen 

Boyd a housemaid from Manchester 'threatening to set the house on fire'; 57 John 

Lloyd a fourteen-year-old labouring boy from Manchester 'telling an overseer in the 

presence of the superintendent that he would cut his bloody head off as soon as look 

at him';58 Edward Smith a Lancastrian farm labourer 'threatening his masters' life 

52 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 26 April 1830. For stealing two rubbing 
stones, James Shaw was sentenced to transportation for life, was imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan, 
from 9 June 183 0 to 5 October 183 0, and sailed to Van Diemen' s Land in the John I (3) in October 
1830. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 
and Con 31/39, 1274 James Shaw, John I (3), 28 January 1831. Shaw was a groom and carter from 
Manchester. He had been convicted before seven times: stealing rubbing stones and sentenced to 
seven years' transportation 'serving two years at Chatham and two years at Plymouth' in hulks, and 
convicted and imprisoned 'five or six times for petty theft'. His conduct in gaol and in the hulk was 
good and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 10 offences against colonial 
regulations and 1 felony for 'stealing one penny from the till of the Dorchester Public House', for 
which he was sentenced by quarter sessions in Hobart to 12 months' hard labour in chains. During 
servitude he was punished with 2 reprimands, 17 months' hard labour and 1 day on the treadwheel. 
53 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 3 June 1833. For breaking into a dwelling 
and stealing a handkerchief and other articles, Joseph Smith alias Baxter was sentenced to seven 
years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, York, from 27 June 1833 to 29 July 1833, and 
sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the John I (5) in August 1833. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 
and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/40, 1776 Joseph Smith, John I 
(5), 1 December 1833. Smith was a seventeen-year-old labouring boy from Manchester. He had been 
convicted before twice: stealing money and imprisoned for two months, and stealing bread and 
imprisoned for six months. His conduct in gaol, in the hulk and in the ship was good. In Van 
Diemen's Land he committed 5 offences against colonial regulations During servitude he was 
punished with 1 reprimand, 1 admonishment, 6 days in solitary confinement and 20 lashes. He was 
granted a ticket of leave in 1838 and a free certificate in 1840. 
54 McQueen, 'Convicts and Rebels', pp. 11-13, 17-20 and 26-30. 
55 A Atkinson, 'Four Patterns of Convict Protest', in Labour History, Number 37, November 1979, 
pp. 28-40 hereafter called Atkinson, 'Four Patterns of Convict Protest' 
56 Atkinson, 'Four Patterns of Convict Protest', p 29. 
57 For Ellen Boyd's history see Chapter Twenty-Five, p 368. 
58 For John Lloyd's history see Chapter Twenty-Six, p. 376. 



393 

using violent and abusive language';59 and John Croston an urban labouring boy 

'abusing his master swearing that he would never do him any good'. 60 

Atkinson's second fonn of protest was by appeal to authority. 61 In most 

cases the only course available to convicts was by complaining directly to 

magistrates, an action usually involving absence from assigned work which was an 

offence in itself Nevertheless convicts appealed to magistrates for redress of 

wrongs, neglect of entitlements or disallowance of rights especially in the provision 

of clothing, blankets and food. 62 

There were sixteen cases of Salford Hundred convicts appearing before 

magistrates to complain about the behaviour of their masters, a hazardous affair for 

this group of convicts because all their complaints were found to be 'groundless, false 

and frivolous'. George Challender63 a mill worker from Oldham was described by the 

59 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 10 January 1831; and Addison, annotated 
copy of calendar of liberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions, 10 January 1831. For stealing twenty 
pounds weight of silk and other articles, Edward Smith was sentenced to seven years' transportation, 
was imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 3 0 January 1831 to 24 October 1831, and sailed to 
Van Diemen's Land in the Gilmore (J) in October 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 
27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/39, 1495 Edward Smith, Gilmore (I), 22 
March 1832. Smith was a farm labourer and kitchen gardener. He had been indicted before twice. 
stealing lace and cambric and acquitted; and vagrancy and imprisoned for three months. His conduct 
in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk orderly and in the ship unknown In Van Diemen's Land he 
committed 6 offences against colonial regulations During servitude he was punished with 3 
additional years and 50 lashes. In 1835 he was sent to Port Arthur as 'a most violent and dangerous 
character'. He was granted a ticket of leave in 1836. 
60 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 25 October 1830; and Addison, annotated 
copy of calendar ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions, 25 October 1830. For stealing an 
iron pan, John Croston was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, 
Euryalus, from 7 December 1830 to 24 October 1831, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Gilmore (J) in October 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 
14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/7, 13 59 John Croston, Gilmore (I), 22 March 1832. Croston was a 
fifteen-year-old labouring boy from Manchester. He had been convicted before for stealing money and 
imprisoned for one month. His conduct in gaol was unknown, in the hulk good and in the ship 
unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 24 offences against colonial regulations including 4 
for absconding and 4 for insolence. During servitude he was punished with 1 reprimand, 9 additional 
years, 10 months' hard labour, 24 days on the treadwheel and 133 lashes He died in the New Town 
Bay Hulk on 24 May 1840. 
61 Atkinson, 'Four Patterns of Convict Protest', p. 30. 
62 Convict John Lennard (Leonard) described the quality of the bread ration at the Grass Tree Hill road 
party in 1836 by saying that 'if anyone were to throw it against the wall it would stick there', in 
Leonard, John Leonard's Narrative, p. 100. For Lennard's history see Chapter Twenty-Six, p 376. 
63 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 4 May 1829. For stealing 300 pounds weight 
of cotton waste, George Challender was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in 
the hulk, York, from 13 June 1829 to 5 October 1830, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the John I 
(3) in October 1830 PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 
18, Con 23 and Con 31/7, 1178 George Challender, John! (3), 28 January 1831. Challender was a 
labourer from Oldham He had been convicted before for rioting and imprisoned for nine months. 
His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's 
Land he committed 6 offences against colonial regulations including 'taking his master's horse out of 
the stable without leave and riding him', for which he was sentenced to 6 months' hard labour and 
returned to the Public Works Department. During servitude he was punished with 17 months' hard 
labour. 
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magistrate as 'wicked and insubordinate' and was sentenced to six weeks' hard labour 

because he had 'unjustly complained ... it appearing that Captain Wilson's allowance 

to his men of food and clothing are super abundant'. James Smith Hadfield64 reported 

to the magistrate that his master had failed to provide bread for 'five of the last 

twelve days', and for complaining was charged by his master with conspiracy. 

William Whitworth65 was sentenced to fourteen days on the treadwheel for 'referring 

a false and frivolous charge against his master'; Hugh Heap66 was sentenced to twelve 

lashes and returned to his master for 'coming into town to make a complaint against 

his master that is quite groundless'; and Lawrence Kilgallon67 was sentenced to 

fourteen days solitary confinement for 'making a frivolous complaint against his 

master'. 

In November 1841 John Lennard was sentenced to twelve months' hard 

64 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 10 January 1831; and Addison, annotated 
copy of calendar oflibcratcs, Salford Hundred quarter sessions, 10 January 1831. For stealing £19 
from the person, James Smith Hadfield was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan, from 3 March 1831 to 25 May 1831, and sailed to Van Diem en's 
Land in the William Glen Anderson in May 1831 PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, 
and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/20, 1290 James Smith Hadfield, Wrlbam 
Glen Anderson, 28 January 1831. Hadfield was a labourer from Castleton near Rochdale. He had 
been convicted before three times: receiving stolen goods and imprisoned for twelve months; 
attempting to rob a warehouse and imprisoned for three months; and having false keys in his 
possession and imprisoned for three months. His conduct in gaol was good and in the hulk and ship 
orderly. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 5 offences against colonial regulations including 
'being found stowed away on board the vessel Cheviot with intent to abscond from the colony' for 
which he was sentenced to 24 months' hard labour. During servitude he was punished with 1 
admonishment and 24 months' hard labour. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1838 and a 
conditional pardon on 27 April 1840. 
65 For William Whitworth's history see Chapter Twenty-Five, p. 361. 
66 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 25 October 1834. For breaking into a shop 
and stealing money, Hugh Heap was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the 
hulk, Ganymede, from November 1834 to 1May1835, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Norfolk (4) in May 1835. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 
14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/21, 1957 Hugh Heap, Norfolk (4), 28 August 1835 Heap was a 
ploughman and farm labourer from Sheffield He had been indicted before twice: stealing clothing 
and imprisoned for six months, and acquitted for stealing shoes. His conduct in gaol was bad and in 
the hulk and ship good In Van Diemen's Land he committed 6 offences against colonial regulations 
including a charge of 'strong suspicion of maiming a bullock' for which he was sentenced to six 
months' hard labour During servitude he was punished with 7 months' hard labour and 24 lashes. 
He was granted a ticket of leave in 1840 and a free certificate in 1841. 
67 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 10 April 1837. For stealing twelve 
sovereigns, Lawrence Kilgallon was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the 
hulk, Fortitude, from May 1837 to 29 September 1837, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Neptune III (3) in October 183 7. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, 
Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/25, 600 Lawrence Kilgallon, Neptune III (3), 18 January 1838 
Kilgallon was a labourer from Ireland. There was no record of previous convictions. His conduct in 
gaol was unknown, in the hulk orderly and in the ship good. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 
13 offences against colonial regulations including 'wandering the town streets during Divine Service' 
for which he was sent to the tread wheel for 2 days, and 1 felony of' embezzling 1 cwt of potatoes 
value 5/- the property of his master, Mr Deardon' for which he was sentenced to 1 additional year. 
During servitude he was punished with 3 additional years, 4 months' hard labour, 2 days on the 
treadwheel, 39 days in solitary confinement and 36 lashes. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1844. 
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labour for 'gross misconduct, insolence to his master and leaving his master's 

premises without permission' and was sent to the Campbell Town chain gang. 

Dissatisfied with the 'injustice' of his sentence Lennard 'communicated directly' 

with Governor !franklin and as a result was cha.rgt!<.l with 'violation ofregulations and 

asserting a falsehood'. Lennard later wrote: 

I remained there [at the Campbell Town chain gang] for some time, but was very 

uneasy on account of my sentence, which I considered was illegal; and wrote a letter 

to Sir John Franklin, the Lieutenant Governor, explaining the nature of my case, and 

begging for a mitigation of my sentence. About a month after Lieutenant Somerset 

came out to the gang one evening, and after inspecting the men, asked which was 

Leonard I replied that it was me, upon which he told me to go to the office ... When 

I went in to the office Lieutenant Tullis asked me ifI had written a letter to the 

Governor. I replied that I had. He then told me that His Excellency had thought 

proper to extend my sentence in the gang six months, on account of my writing 

privately, and not sending my letter through the proper channel.68 

Atkinson's third proposition was protest by withdrawal of labour, usually as 

a means of bargaining for improvements in work conditions.69 In the circumstances of 

convict labour in chain gangs any complaint could be seen as a protest however mild, 

and therefore it was often difficult to identify which convict actions were deliberate 

protests and which were simple requests to remedy improper work conditions. 

There were a number of examples of convicts withdrawing labour, usually recorded in 

conduct registers as 'refusal to work'. 

Most incidents involving work refusal by Salford Hundred convicts did not 

indicate mutinous behaviour or collective rebellion; most occurred because individual 

convicts objected to unacceptable or unsuitable work conditions. A frequent example 

was the withdrawal of labour on account of shoes. Charles Howarth70 'refused to 

68 Leonard, John Leonard's Narrative, pp. 106-107. For John Lennard's history see Chapter Twenty
Six, p. 376. 
69 Atkinson, 'Four Patterns of Convict Protest', pp 37-38. 
10 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 25 October 1830. For stealing thirteen ducks, 
Charles Howarth was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, 
Leviathan, from 2 December 1830 to 18 February 1831, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Argyle in March 1831. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 14, 
Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/20, 1243 Charles Howarth, Argyle, 3 August 1831 Howarth was a 
seventeen-year-old labouring boy from Butterworth near Rochdale. He had been convicted before 
twice: obtaining goods under false pretences and imprisoned for three months; and stealing 
gooseberries and imprisoned for one month His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk orderly and in 
the ship very bad, the surgeon superintendent reporting him as 'artful, a clear liar and flogged on 
board' In Van Diemen's Land he committed 33 offences against colonial regulations including 8 for 
absence, 7 for misconduct and 5 for neglect of work; and I felony for 'putting William Tucker in 
bodily fear by repeatedly asking for tobacco having a bludgeon in his possession at the time', for 
which he was sentenced to 24 months' hard labour. During servitude he was punished with I 
reprimand, 2 admonishments, 4 additional years, 58 months' hard labour, 27 days in solitary 
confinement and 256 lashes. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1840 and a free certificate in 1841. 
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wheel his barrow, it appeared he had no shoes'; Thomas Hamer71 was given thirty 

lashes for refusing to work because of 'bad shoes'; and John Pemberton12 was 

sentenced to one month on the treadwheel because he 'refused to work on account of 

shoes'. 

Labour was withdrawn for breaches of other entitlements. William Murray 

was admonished for 'refusing to work because of no bedding'73 and William Turner 

was sentenced to two days in solitary confinement for refusing to work 'under the 

plea of his sentence in irons having expired'.74 

Atkinson's final type of protest was by 'compensatory retribution', that is 

convicts taking revenge on masters by pilfering, deliberately losing animals, killing 

sheep flock or burning haystacks. 15 Atkinson's proposition was re-inforced by 

Hamish Maxwell-Stewart's examination of the penal difficulties inherent in managing 

an 'unfree' work force in which convicts gained concessions in the conditions of their 

obligatory labour. Maxwell-Stewart emphasised the effectiveness of 'compensatory 

retribution' with the example of Nathaniel Hardy's 'loss' of his master's flock,16 an 

occurrence similar to that by the Salford Hundred convict John Halstead who was 

admonished for 'suffering a flock of sheep to stray by leaving his flock and going to 

71 For Thomas Hamer's history see Chapter Twenty-Six, p. 390. 
12 For John Pemberton's history see Chapter Nineteen, p. 260. 
73 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 22 October 1832. For stealing property from 
a public house, William Murray was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in 
the hulk, York, from 16 December 1832 to 30 March 1833, and sailed to VanDiemen's Land in the 
Enchantress in April 1833. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 
14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/30, 1084 William Murray, Enchantress, 31 July 1833. Murray was 
a labourer from Northumberlandshire. He had been convicted before twice: stealing clothing and 
imprisoned for three months, and stealing meat and imprisoned for three months. His conduct in 
gaol was good, in the hulk indifferent and in the ship orderly. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 
17 offences against colonial regulations including 'refusing to go for a constable to arrest his fellow 
prisoner' for which he was sentenced to 8 days in solitary confinement During servitude he was 
punished with 1 reprimand, 2 admonishments, 12 months' hard labour, 28 days on the treadwheel, 
29 days in solitary confinement and 97 lashes He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1841 and a free 
certificate in 1846. 
74 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 26 April 1830 For stealing a watch, William 
Turner was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan, from 9 
June 1930 to 5 October 1830, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the John I (3) in October 1830. 
PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 
31/43, 554 William Turner, John I (3), 28 January 1831. Turner was a labourer from Manchester 
He had been convicted before for picking pockets and imprisoned for two years. His conduct in gaol 
was indifferent, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown In Van Diemen's Land he committed 19 
offences against colonial regulations including 3 charges for absconding and 5 for neglect of work. 
During servitude he was punished with 2 reprimands, 2 admonishments, 7 additional years, 18 
months' hard labour, 48 days on the treadwheel, 4 days in solitary confinement and 48 lashes. 
75 Atkinson, 'Four Patterns of Convict Protest', pp 39-40 
76 H Maxwell-Stewart, 'Convict Workers, "Penal Labour", and Sarah Island: Life at Macquarie 
Harbour, 1822-1834', pp. 142-162, in Duffield and Bradley (eds), Representing Convicts; and 
Maxwell-Stewart, 'The Bushrangers and the Convict System of Van Diemen's Land', pp. 111-119, 
122-135 and 193-230 
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Richmond'. 77 

There were cases of apparent revenge on masters by some Salford Hundred 

convicts which supported Atkinson's concept of compensatory retribution. Robert 

Clough a Lancastrian miner and well sinker who was accustomed to construction 

work was sent to the chain gang for 'maliciously and wantonly destroying a wall he 

was building and threatening and putting in bodily fear his master'; 78 Andrew Orrell 

an Irish farm labourer who committed thirty offences for disobedience, misconduct 

and neglect of work was sentenced to two days solitary confinement for 'wilfully 

destroying his works'; 79 and Charles Howarth the boy mill worker from Rochdale 

who committed twelve offences of refusing to work, neglect of work and 

disobedience was reprimanded for 'destroying a mould prepared for casting'. 80 

Women convicts also refused to work to gain benefits. Kirsty Reid pointed 

out that convict women bargained for better labour conditions by simple 'day-to-day 

resistance' in domestic routine, an effective form of protest according to Reid because 

'with the minimum of effort' a convict woman could 'substantially inconvenience her 

77 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 26 October 1829. For stealing two hundred 
yards of flannel and seventy pounds weight of soap, John Halstead was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 5 December 1829 to 23 April 1830, 
and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the David Lyon in April 1830. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 
11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/20, 1082 John Halstead, 
David Lyon, 18 August 1830. Halstead was a cotton weaver and labourer from Colne. There was no 
record of previous convictions. His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk orderly and in the 
ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 6 offences against colonial regulations. During 
servitude he was punished with 1 admonishment, 10 months' hard labour and 25 lashes. On 7 
February 1849 he was tried at quarter sessions for an unnamed felony and acquitted He was granted 
a free certificate in 1849. 
78 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 4 May 1829. For stealing two pieces of 
velveteen, Robert Clough was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulks, 
Dolphin and Cumberland, from 11June1829 to 23 April 1830, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in 
the David Lyon in April 1830. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, 
Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/7, 1096 Robert Clough, David Lyon, 18 August 1830. 
Clough was a miner and well sinker from Ashton-under-Lyne. He had been indicted before twice· 
burglary and acquitted; and bastardy and imprisoned for eight days. His conduct in gaol was bad, in 
the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 11 offences against 
colonial regulations including 4 for absence. During servitude he was punished with 2 reprimands, 1 
admonishment, 12 months' hard labour and 49 lashes. He was granted a free certificate in 1846. 
79 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 26 October 1836. For stealing a silk 
handkerchief, Andrew Orrell was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in the 
hulk, Euryalus, from I to 21November1836, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Royal 
Sovereign (3) in August 1837. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, 
Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/32, 233 Andrew Orrell, Royal Sovereign (3), 9 January 1838. 
Orrell was a fourteen-year-old farm labourer from Ireland He had been convicted before three times: 
stealing a handkerchief and imprisoned for three months, and twice imprisoned and whipped for 
unnamed felonies. His conduct in gaol was bad and in the hulk and ship good. In Van Diemen' s 
Land he committed 49 offences against colonial regulations and 2 felonies for stealing In 1846 he 
was sentenced to one month's hard labour for 'not breaking enough stones for a day's work'. During 
servitude he was punished with I reprimand, 2 additional years, 13 months' hard labour, 28 days on 
the treadwheel, 170 days in solitary confinement and 151 lashes. 
8° For Charles Howarth's history see Chapter Twenty-Six, p. 395. 
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employer' and as a result 'set the conditions and define the limits of their labour'. 81 

A number of Salford Hundred convict women refused to work, their intent being to 

gain benefits rather than commit mutinous conduct against authority. Mary Ann Lee 

was assigned to Mr John Butcher of Richmond, refused to work and was 'obstinate 

and neglected her duty with intent to get assigned to other service'. 82 Mary 

Whitehead was assigned to the Tabard family at Fonthill and disliked living in their 

wattle and daub hut, 83 so she 'persisted in going to the male convicts' hut in defiance 

of her master's orders' in the hope that her misbehaviour would 'cause her to be sent 

to the Hobart Town Factory' .84 

Reid's proposition that women committed offences in order to improve their 

working conditions did not fully explain the reasons for the amount or types of 

misbehaviour by Salford Hundred women convicts during assignment. Other reasons 

were the inability of convict women to respond to unfamiliar domestic work 

obligations, and dissatisfaction by masters and mistresses in the performance of 

duties by servants. To a great degree these circumstances were brought about by a 

lack of competence in work skills, an absence of' occupational training' and a general 

unsuitability for domestic work. 85 The Salford Hundred women were not necessarily 

the skilled domestic servants they claimed to be. On arrival in Van Diemen's Land all 

the Salford Hundred female convicts stated that their first occupations involved 

domestic service - servant of all work, house servant, housemaid, dairy maid, laundry 

maid, laundress, nurse, nursemaid, needlewoman, plain cook and kitchen girl. 86 None 

claimed first occupations as mill hands, factory labourers or warehouse workers, and 

81 K Reid, "'Contumacious, Ungovernable and Incorrigible": Convict Women and Workplace 
Resistance, Van Diemen's Land, 1820-1839', pp. 107-116, in Duffield and Bradley (eds), 
Representing Convicts; and Reid, 'The Convict Women of Van Diemen's Land', pp. 234-244, 253-
254 and 273. The emphasis was by Reid. 
82 For Mary Ann Lee's history see Chapter Twenty-Two, p. 299 
83 Robson, A History of Tasmania, p. 174. 
84 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 19 July 1830. For stealing printed calico 
from a shop, Mary Whitehead was sentenced to seven years' transportation, and sailed to Van 
Diemen's Land in the America in December 1830. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT 
Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/9, 166 Mary Whitehead, America, 9 May 1831. Whitehead was 
a widow with three children and a house servant from Manchester. She had been convicted before for 
stealing calico and imprisoned for six months. Her conduct in gaol was bad and in the ship good. In 
Van Diemen's Land she committed 8 offences against colonial regulations and 2 felonies - in 1834 
she was sentenced to an additional two years for 'feloniously stealing a pinafore value threepence', 
and in 1837 'for suspicion offelony, sent to the Female Factory for examination' During servitude 
she was punished with 2 additional years, 4 months' hard labour and 49 days in solitary confinement. 
She was granted a ticket ofleave in 1836. 
85 Oxley stated that 'occupational training appears to have influenced the decision of who was 
transported . ' and asked 'were domestic servants really being selected for Australia - in spite of 
their lesser criminality- and if so why?', in Oxley, Convict Maids, pp. 168-169 
86 For the claimed occupations of Salford Hundred women convicts, see Chapter Twenty-Five, pp. 
367-368 and Annex W. 
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only seven claimed a second occupation which was related to manufacturing - three 

women said they were piecers, two were weavers, one a spinner and one a bonnet 

maker. Though this supports Oxley's proposition that domestic servants generally 

throughout Dritain were 'more likely to be transpurle<l' Lhan women who 'engaged in 

commerce, trade or manufacture in Britain', 87 the skills claimed by Salford Hundred 

convict women on arrival in Van Diemen's Land may not have been accurate 

'occupational data'. 88 Their histories in the Salford Hundred did not show that most 

were employed in domestic service when they committed their offences, or that they 

depended on work in service for a living. The nature and circumstances of their 

crimes and the evidence given at trials indicated that in most cases the means of 

livelihood of Salford Hundred convict women involved an association with criminal 

activity or prostitution, in some cases fully and in others as by-employment. Their 

subsequent experiences in Van Diemen's Land indicated that most did not have a 

competence in domestic service to such an extent that they could be described as 

possessing valuable work skills. 

Evidence of unsuitability for domestic service was the return of female 

convicts from assignment to the House of Correction. 89 Sixteen Salford Hundred 

women were returned to the crown because of unsatisfactory work. Margaret Hoy90 

was twelve years of age. She claimed to be a nursemaid but had been a pickpocket 

and had been 'several times in prison' in the Salford Hundred. On arrival in Van 

Diemen' s Land in 1833 she was assigned as a servant to the Rose family in Hobart. 

According to Mr Rose, Hoy was 'a very young girl and having shown an inclination 

87 Oxley, Convict Mauls, pp. 168-169. For the work skills of convict women generally and their 
proficiency as workers, business people, wives and mothers in the penal colonies see Robinson, The 
Women of Botany Bay, pp. 43-44, 65-66, 218-221, 240-243 and 268-269; Oxley, Convict Maids, pp. 
116-124, Daniels, Convict Women, pp. 55-56; Ryan, 'The Governed', p. 37; and Lake, 'Convict 
Women as Objects of Male Vision', pp. 45-47. 
88 Shaw pointed to the difficulty of discovering if convicts' statements were true, in Shaw, 'The 
Convict Question', pp. 8-9. 
89 In 1829 Arthur purchased a distillery at Cascades as a 'House of Correction of Females' often called 
the 'female factory'; Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System, p. 70; and Robson, A History of 
Tasmania, p. 146. 
90 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 22 October 1832; and Richard Dunstan, 
Governor, Salford Gaol, Lancashire, 9 January 1833, Mitchell Library assignment lists of convicts on 
convict ships 1821-1854, Reel CY 1196. For stealing a purse and seventeen sovereigns, Margaret 
Hoy was sentenced to seven years' transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Jane II in 
January 1833. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/3, 
200 Margaret Hoy, Jane II, 30 June 1833. Hoy was an illiterate thirteen-year-old from Dublin, 
Ireland who said she was a nursemaid and silk piecer. She had been 'several times in prison' and had 
been convicted before four times: stealing calico and imprisoned for two months; attempting felonies 
in April and October 1831; and vagrancy. Her conduct in gaol was very bad and in the ship 
unknown. In Van Diemen' s Land she committed no offences but was sent to the House of Correction 
for the remainder of her servitude. She was granted a free certificate in 1839 
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to be addicted to bad character' was unsuitable as a servant, and was returned to the 

crown with the magisterial order that she 'go to the factory'. 

Mary Ann Green91 was a seventeen-year-old highway robber who had made 

her living in Manchester by prostitution and shoplifting. On arrival in Van Diemen's 

Land in March 1835 she claimed to be a housemaid. Between 1835 and 1842 she 

was assigned to twelve different masters and imprisoned in the House of Correction 

for more than two years. In December 1835 she was returned to the House of 

Correction from her first assignment to Mr Patterson for being 'careless and 

incapable of doing work'; in February 1836 from her second assignment to Mr 

Olding for neglect of duty; in March 1836 from her third assigmnent to Mr Flegg for 

disobedience; and in September 1836 from her fourth assignment to Mr Makepeace 

for 'making language to the prejudice of her mistress's character'. In November 1838 

when assigned to Mr Kersey she was charged with misconduct for 'falsely 

representing herself to be in the family way in order to be returned from his service'. 

Her behaviour was a clear indication that her domestic service was unsatisfactory and 

unreliable. 

Betty Clough92 was a forty-six-year-old housebreaker and thief who said 'I 

got my living by washing'. In Van Diemen' s Land she was returned to the House of 

Correction within three months of her first assignment and remained there as 

unemployable. Sarah Burns93 had been transported for stealing a coat and other 

articles from the person of William Lloyd and illegally pledging them. She had 

previously been indicted for 'unlawfully stripping a child' of clothing. In Van 

91 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 1 September 1834; and The Manchester 
Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 13 September 1834. For larceny of a hat and 
2/- during a highway robbery, Mary Ann Green was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, and 
sailed to Van Diemen' s Land in the New Grove in October 1834. PRO London HO 11 and HO 27; 
and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/3, 155 Mary Ann Green, New Grove, 27 March 1835. 
Green said she was a housemaid from Ireland. She had been a prostitute for a year and had been 
convicted before twice: shoplifting and imprisoned for three months; and stealing clothing and 
imprisoned for one month Her conduct in gaol was very bad and in the ship good. In Van 
Diemen's Land she committed 35 offences against colonial regulations, including 15 for drunkenness 
and one for 'falsely representing herself to be in the family way in order to be returned from service'. 
During servitude she was punished with 8 reprimands, 3 admonishments, 15 months' hard labour and 
62 days in solitary confinement. She was granted a ticket ofleave in 1844 and a free certificate in 
1848. 
92 For Betty Clough 's history see Chapter Twenty-Five, p. 345. 
93 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 2 December 1833. For stealing stealing a coat 
and other wearing apparel and unlawfully pledging them, Sarah Bums was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Edward (3) in April 1834. PRO London HO 
11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/1, 289 Sarah Burns, Edward (3), 30 
June 183 3. Burns was a plain cook from North Fleet, Kent. She had been indicted before for 
'unlawfully stripping a child' of clothing. Her conduct in gaol was bad and in the ship good. In Van 
Diemen's Land she committed 3 offences against colonial regulations, and 1 felony - 'suspicion of 
stealing £5 from a chest of drawers' belonging to her master, Mr Hobbs. 
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Diemen' s Land she claimed to be a 'plain cook' but when assigned to Mr Gregson 

she 'refused to come out of her room for three days to work', and when assigned to 

Mr Hobbs she was charged with suspicion of stealing £5 from his chest of drawers. 

Ellen Allen94 was a street robber from Liverpool who said she was a nurse. In Van 

Diemen's Land she was assigned to five different masters between October 1834 and 

February 1837, and on ten occasions during her assignments she was found guilty of 

insolence, neglect of duty, absence and disobedience. Her misbehaviour 

demonstrated a general unsuitability for domestic work. 

A second indication of the unsatisfactory domestic work skills of some 

Salford Hundred convict women was the frequency of re-assignment in Van 

Diemen' s Land. The numbers of different assignments for Salford Hundred women 

between 1828 and 1850 are shown in Figure 26-16. 

Figure 26-16: Salford Hundred Convict Women - Number of Assignments95 

Number of Salford Hundred Number of Salford Hundred 
Assignments Female Convicts Assignments Female Convicts 

1 17 12 4 

2 15 13 5 

3 7 14 2 

4 6 15 3 

5 8 16 1 

6 4 17 2 

7 3 18 0 

8 6 19 0 

9 2 20 1 

10 1 22 1 

11 2 30 1 

94 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 2 December 1833; and The Manchester 
Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 7 December 1833. For stealing four 
sovereigns and one half crown from the person during a street robbery, Ellen Allen was sentenced to 
seven years' transportation, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Edward (3) in April 1834 PRO 
London HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/1, 79 Ellen Allen, 
Edward (3), 4 September 1834. Allen was a nurse from Liverpool Her real name was Ellen Clark 
and her brother James Clark had been transported to New South Wales in 1830. There was no record 
of previous convictions. Her conduct in gaol was bad and in the ship very good. In Van Diemen's 
Land she committed I 0 offences against colonial regulations. During servitude she was punished 
with 6 months' hard labour and 34 days in solitary confinement. She was granted a ticket ofleave in 
1838 and a free certificate in 1842. 
95 These were the minimum numbers of re-assignments which were identified. There probably were 
more because convict registers only showed assignments when a convict committed an offence. Four 
convict women were not counted as assigned because of their deaths soon after arrival. 
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The average for a Salford Hundred convict woman during servitude was six 

different masters or mistresses, though Fanny Burgess96 was assigned on more than 

thirty different occasions between 1829 and 1840, and in the same period spent at 

least four years imprisoned in the House of Correction, mostly for offences of 

drunkenness, absence and insolence. She was a fifty-year-old housebreaker, thief and 

itinerant washerwoman who in Britain claimed to be a 'house servant and servant of 

all work' though she had been imprisoned in the New Bailey for six out of the ten 

years prior to being transported. Because of her frequent criminal activities and her 

constant drunkenness, she was described by Magistrate Norris as 'incorrigible and 

deserving of transportation'. It was unlikely that she possessed valuable domestic 

work skills prior to transportation, and her frequent re-assignments indicated 

unsuitability as a domestic servant. 

Between 1835 and 1842 Ellen Varley97 was assigned to more than twenty-five 

different masters in Van Diemen's Land and during the same period spent nearly two 

years imprisoned in the House of Correction for offences involving absence, 

drunkenness, insolence, disobedience and misconduct. She claimed she had been a 

housemaid in Britain though in the six years prior to transportation she had earned 

her living as a prostitute and been imprisoned in the New Bailey for twelve months. 

Her behaviour and lifestyle both in Britain and in Van Diemen' s Land did not indicate 

that she was competent in those work skills required for domestic service. 

Between 1834 and 1842 Margaret Connor98 had been assigned at least twenty 

times and spent more than three years imprisoned in the House of Correction in Van 

Diemen's Land. She said her first occupation was house servant and her second was 

a piecer in a cotton mill, though this latter claimed occupation was unlikely to be true 

because at the time she was thirty years of age and piecers were usually children. In 

Van Diemen's Land she committed thirty-four offences involving disobedience, 

insolence, absence, drunkenness and larceny. These types of offences and her 

frequent re-assignments indicated unreliability and unsuitability as a servant. 

These examples of the occupational histories of some Salford Hundred 

convict women involving different assignments, different work conditions, different 

masters and different disciplinary and instructive environments demonstrated a 

96 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 21 January 1828; and The Manchester 
Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday 26 January 1828. For Fanny Burgess's 
history see Chapter Twenty-One, p. 281. 
97 For Ellen Varley's history see Chapter Twenty-Six, p. 377. 
98 For Margaret Connor's history see Chapter Twenty-Six, p. 377. 
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general unsuitability for domestic work, and the probability that most Salford 

Hundred women convicts did not possess appropriate work skills in the penal 

colony. Furthermore, masters and mistresses in many cases would overlook much 

misbehaviour by women convicts in order to retain their assigned service iftheir 

skills were sufficiently valuable. 

Nevertheless despite some unsuitability and lack of skills Salford Hundred 

women convicts were assigned as domestic workers in Van Diemen's Land and there 

was a strong demand for them. There were two major reasons. First, Arthur's penal 

system required that convict women be put to work as an essential part of the 

process of punishment and reform even if they were 'troublesome' and the task of 

employing them 'odious' to masters and mistresses.99 Second, this assigned work 

was almost entirely traditional women's work - cooking, cleaning, washing and child 

caring - and because it was an institutionalised practice to employ women as 

domestic workers in middle-class households, there was a consequent demand by 

settler families for convict female domestic workers. This demand was aggravated by 

a substantial gender imbalance in the population of Van Diemen's Land. 

In 1828 there was a ratio of one female to every 3. 4 males in the whole 

population of Van Diemen's Land, and one female to 9.3 males among convicts. By 

1835 the ratio for the whole population was one female to 2.5 males, and among 

convicts one female to 7.3 males. 100 There was a great shortage of women convicts 

and as a result they were allotted to settler applicants by the Assignment Board 

regardless of work skills. Because of this shortage, masters and mistresses had to 

compete to obtain female convict workers and were compelled to retain them in 

employment for as long as possible, even when their domestic skills were inefficient 

or their attitudes troublesome. The real value of female convicts was not necessarily 

their claimed work skills but their scarcity. 

This gender imbalance is illustrated by the charts in Figures 26-17 and 26-18, 

and the tables in Annex AA which show calculations of the population of Van 

Diemen's Land between 1824 and 1835 by gender including military families, 

aboriginals and convicts. 101 

99 Arthur, Defence of Transportation, pp. 14-15 and 20-21. 
100 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure Number 2, p. 25. 
101 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure Number 2, p. 25. 
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Figure 26-17: Van Diemen's Land - Gender Imbalance in the Total Population 1824-1835 
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Figure 26-18: Van Diemen's Land - Gender Imbalance 

in the Convict Population 1824-1835 

Gender Imbalance in the Convict Population in VDL 1824-1835 
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As a result of this examination of the social, penal and criminal experiences of 

Salford Hundred convicts in Van Diemen's Land, some distinguishing features 

emerged. These will be examined in the next chapter. 
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Chapter Twenty-Seven 

Features of Salford Hundred Convicts' Experiences 

in Van Diemen's Land 1828-1850 

Four distinct features emerged from the examination of Salford Hundred 

convict experiences in Van Diemen's Land. First, convicts did not commit their 

initial offences until well into servitude; second, there was no significant relationship 

between offending in Britain and subsequent misbehaviour in Van Diemen's Land; 

third, convicts committed more offences when employed by the crown or in 

government institutions than when assigned to free settlers; and finally, there was an 

exceptionally low rate of felonies committed by Salford Hundred convicts both 

during and after servitude. 

First offences 

Salford Hundred convicts who were transported to Van Diemen's Land had 

extensive criminal histories or had committed serious offences, and as a result it might 

be expected that their immediate behaviour on arrival in Van Diemen's Land would be 

an extension of their habits in Britain. There were also a number of colonial 

conditions which might have contributed to misbehaviour soon after arrival - sudden 

relative personal freedom under the assignment system; lack of physical restraint 

such as had occurred in gaols, hulks and ships; inability to cope with unaccustomed 

colonial routine; and difficulties in adjusting to physically hard labour. 

Despite opportunities for immediate misbehaviour, convicts from the Salford 

Hundred did not commit their first offences until they had been in servitude for an 

average of one year and three months. 1 The calculations of numbers of days to first 

offences and the annual averages are given in Annex CC. The types of offences 

committed and rates of offending are shown in Figure 27-1, and gender comparisons 

are illustrated by the chart in Figure 27-2. 

1 There were 723 Salford Hundred convicts in the cohort. Of these, thirteen died during the voyage, 
ten died soon after arrival in Van Diemen's Land (Annex BB), one drowned in the George III, one 
was offioaded in Ireland during the voyage and thirty-two had no offences recorded in their conduct 
registers, a total of fifty-seven convicts (49 male and 8 females). The remaining 666 convicts (579 
males and 87 females) were identified as having committed a first offence in Van Diemen's Land. 
The average time to 'first offence' for the 666 convicts was 457 days (males 473 and females 353). 
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Figure 27-1: Salford Hundred Convicts - First Offences in Van Diemen's Land 

Offence in Van Diemen's Number Percent of Male Percent of Female Percent of 
Land of First First Offenders Male Offenders Female 

Offences Offences Offenders Offenders 

abscond 27 4.1 22 3.8 5 5.7 

absent 113 17.0 89 15.4 24 27.3 

routine discioline 71 10.7 62 10.8 9 10.2 

disobedience 66 9.9 59 10.2 7 8.0 

disorderlv conduct 23 3.4 20 3.5 3 3.4 

drunk 104 15 .6 82 14.2 22 25 .0 

imorooer lan1mage 7 1.1 7 1.2 0 0.0 

insubordinate insolent 68 10.2 63 10.9 5 5.7 

misconduct 46 6.9 43 7.4 3 3.4 

neglect of work dutv 102 15.3 96 16.6 6 6.8 

work refusal 10 1.5 10 1.7 0 0.0 

felonv 29 4.3 25 4.3 4 4.5 

total 666 100.0 578 100.0 88 100.0 

Figure 27-2: Salford Hundred Convicts - Gender Comparisons of Rates of First Offences 

First Offences in Van Diemen's Land 
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The longest time between arrival in Hobart and the recording of a first offence 

was nearly twelve years. Sarah Smith a Manchester housemaid, prostitute and 

widow with two children arrived in Hobart on 23 October 1833, and was still in 

servitude on 29 April 1845 when she was reprimanded for a first offence of 
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drunkenness.2 The shortest time was seven days. John Patrick a brick maker from 

Manchester who arrived in the Lady Kennaway on 13 February 1835 was arrested 

when playing cards in the prisoners' barracks in Campbell Street on 20 February and 

was sent to the treadwheel for six days. 3 

The most common first offences by convict women were absence and 

drunkenness. The frequency of charges for absence was probably a result of close 

supervision of women convicts who mostly were assigned as domestic servants and 

their absences were readily detected. Drunkenness was an offence committed 

persistently by convict women in Van Diemen's Land; it was a habit both men and 

women brought with them from Britain.4 Neglect of work was the most frequent 

male first offence. It usually involved negligence, laziness, idleness, obstinacy and 

carelessness in the performance of duties, and could have been a result of urban

industrial workers adjusting to unfamiliar penal labour. 

One probable reason why convicts did not offend immediately after arrival 

was that imprisonment in gaols, hulks and ships had accustomed them to obedience, 

regularity and discipline, habits which most then carried into their initial assignments 

in Van Diemen' s Land. Another explanation was given by Arthur in 1832 when he 

told Goderich that newly-arrived convicts 'relieved after a long period from personal 

restraint' misbehaved on arrival, but settler masters often failed to prosecute because 

it brought only 'trouble, expense and disappointment'. 5 

2 For Sarah Smith's history see Chapter Thirteen, p. 185. 
3 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 14 April 1834. For stealing three pairs of 
trousers, John Patrick was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, York, 
from 17 May 1834 to 30 June 1834, and sailed to Van Diemen' s Land in the Norfolk on 4 July 
1834. However the ship was found to be unseaworthy and the convicts were transferred to the Lady 
Kennaway (J) in September 1834. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, 
Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/35, 1095 John Patrick, Lady Kennaway (1), 13 February 1835. 
Patrick was a brick maker working in Barton-on-Irwell and had been indicted before for two unnamed 
felonies. His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk good and in the ship very bad - '24 lashes 
for cutting Henry Davies on the face with a tin pot'. In Van Diemen' s Land he committed 13 
offences against colonial regulations including 3 for drunkenness and 3 for misconduct. He was twice 
charged with offences involving violence: assaulting Constable Cripps; and resisting arrest. During 
servitude he was punished with 1 admonishment, 15 months' hard labour, 2 hours in the stocks and 
34 days on the treadwheel. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1840 and a free certificate in 1841. 
4 Joseph observed that drunkenness was 'carried to excess in England compared with other European 
countries', in Joseph, Memoirs of Convicted Prisoners, p 6. Robson also commented that convicts 
'had a taste for drink prior to their conviction in Britain', in Robson, The Convict Settlers of 
Australia, pp. 111, 132-133 and 138. Magistrate James Norris said at the June 1836 Salford 
Hundred quarter sessions that he had 'no doubt that the source of crime' of many women was 
drunkenness, and that 'drunkenness brought them here', in The Manchester Guardian, Saturday 4 
June 1836. See also Frankland, Sa/ford's Prison, pp. 9-10; and Jones, 'Crime and Police in 
Manchester in the Nineteenth Century', p. 164. 
5 Arthur to Goderich 28 June 1832 quoted in Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System, pp. 115-
116. Forsyth commented that settlers preferred 'to cultivate their land rather than their convicts' 
personalities', in Forsyth, Governor Arthur 's Convict System, p. 15 7. 
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There was a long period of 'personal restraint' for most Salford Hundred 

convicts during the initial stages of transportation. The average time in custody for 

the whole of the convict cohort in the New Bailey prison, in hulks and in transport 

ships was one year and two months.6 The shortest time in custody was 148 days by 

six convicts sentenced at the August 1837 sessions and imprisoned in the hulk, 

Fortitude, for thirty-eight days before being transferred in October to the Moffatt (3) 

for Van Diemen's Land.7 The longest time in custody was 995 days by twelve-year

old Henry Shannon a tailor boy from Manchester sentenced to seven years' 

transportation for breaking and entering a dwelling house and stealing property. He 

was imprisoned for 842 days on the hulk, Euryalus, before being transported to Van 

Diemen's Land.8 

During the time between conviction in England and arrival in Van Diemen' s 

Land, convicts were subjected to a disciplinary framework which brought regulation 

to their daily lives. They were systematically organised, supervised, controlled, 

instructed, rewarded and punished in enclosed physical environments in gaols, hulks 

and ships. During this time most Salford Hundred convicts were better fed, clothed 

and housed than they had been in degraded urban areas like Deansgate, Hulme, 

Ancoats, Angel Meadow and Little Ireland. In general they were now healthier and 

more robust,9 less anxious about survival and as a result probably less motivated to 

offend. Figures 27-3 and 27-4 show numbers of days spent in custody by convicts 

6 The average days in custody in gaols, hulks and ships between sentencing at quarter sessions and 
arrival in Hobart were: all convicts 421.1 days; males 435.3 days; and females 327.1 days. Time 
spent on the convict-boys' hulk, Euryalus, distorted the male rate to a significant degree - 47 convict 
boys were imprisoned on Euryalus for an average of 254 days. The remaining 581 male convicts 
were imprisoned on other hulks for an average of 141 days. For disposals of convicts from hulks see 
Chapter Twenty-Three. 
1 The six convicts who spent the shortest time in custody were AOT Hobart Con 31/29, 1629 John 
Murphy; Con 31/13, 886 Charles Finnegan; Con 31/19, 2372 Richard Heap; Con 31/38, 2519 
Charles Shaddows; Con 31/9, 1315 Harrison Dickinson; and Con 31/1, 2823 James Bennett. They 
were all transported to Van Diemen's Land in the Moffatt (3) which arrived on 23 January 1828. 
8 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 26 October 1829. For breaking into a 
dwelling and stealing a chimney ornament, a timepiece and other articles, Henry Shannon was 
sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Euryalus, from 4 December 
1829 to 26 March 1832, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the England (2) in March 1832. PRO 
London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 
31/39, 1543 Henry Shannon, England (2), 18 July 1832. Shannon was a twelve-year-old tailor boy 
from Manchester. He had been convicted before five times: stealing two gowns and imprisoned for 
three months; stealing and imprisoned for one month; and imprisoned for attempting felonies on 
three occasions. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown In Van 
Diemen's Land he committed 11 offences against colonial regulations including 'riding his master's 
horse without permission', for which he was sentenced to three days' solitary confinement and sent to 
Port Arthur. During servitude he was punished with 1 month's hard labour, 8 days in solitary 
confinement and 75 lashes. 
9 See Nicholas, Convict Workers, p. 4 and p. 180; and Nicholas, 'Understanding Convict Workers', 
p. 100. 
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between sentencing at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions and arrival in Hobart. 

Figure 27-3: Salford Hundred Convicts - Days in Custody 

from Sentencing at Quarter Sessions to Arrival in Hobart 

Days in Custody Male FemaJe Total Percent of 
Convicts Convicts Convicts the Convict 

Cohort 

00-149 7 0 7 1.0 

150-199 42 29 71 9.8 

200-249 124 14 138 19. l 

250-299 160 42 202 27.9 

300-349 93 5 98 13 .6 

350-399 94 2 96 13 .3 

400-449 44 1 45 6.2 

450-499 24 2 26 3.6 

500-599 22 0 22 3.0 

600-995 18 0 18 2.5 

total 628 95 723 100.0 

Figure 27-4: Salford Hundred Convicts - Days in Custody 

from Sentencing at Quarter Sessions to Arrival in Hobart 
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Generally there was a belief that imprisonment in county and borough gaols 

encouraged criminal behaviour and moral depravity through 'contagious 

communication' . There had been public concern for some time about the 

maladministration of gaols such as beatings, squalor, disease, fees, fetters, diet, 
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overcrowding and mixed cells. 10 In 1777 John Howard published State of the Prisons 

m England and Wales, and thereafter in the counties, social activists like Whitbread 

and Bennett in Bedfordshire, Bayley in Lancashire and the Duke of Richmond in 

Sussex worked publicly for prison reform. During the 1790s there were architectural 

improvements to the gaol in Gloucestershire by William Blackburn and George Paul, 

and Bentham proposed his innovative Panopticon which he believed would result in 

properly managed imprisomnent.u During the first two decades of the nineteenth 

century Samuel Romilly, James Macintosh, William Blackburn and William Eden 

pressed Parliament for a reduction in capital offences and a penitentiary act, and Lord 

John Russell was 'a guiding force behind the 1832 Reform Bill' and when Home 

Secretary reduced the number of capital offences. 12 

Maj or issues advanced by Davies' s select committee in 1831 were that 

prisons did not reform or deter because the imprisonment was insufficiently painful, 

open cells permitted improper communication and encouraged instruction in crime, 

and felons re-offended after discharge because they did not dread imprisonment 

sufficiently. This was challenged by the Salford Hundred magistrates who in 1836 

claimed that the New Bailey House of Correction in Salford was well regulated, and 

that convict transports were instructed in a strict regime of orderliness and discipline 

as they passed through. There were severe punishments for re-offending within the 

gaol including use of the scourge, the treadwheel, solitary confinement and ironing. 

There was an administrative system of rigid daily routines, medical inspections for 

health, hygiene and personal cleanliness, moral instruction by chaplains, 13 

10 Ignatieff, A Just Measure of Pain, pp. 28-42, 44-79 and 82-92. 
11 O'Brien and Quinault, Industrial Revolution and British Society, pp 172-173; J Clay, 
Maconochie 's Experiment, London, John Murray, 2001, p. 44, hereafter called Clay, Maconochie 's 
Experiment, and Hughes, The Fatal Shore, pp. 37, 520-521 and note 64, p 649. In 1842 
Pentonville was built in north London. Its design was based on Bentham's ideas and was probably 
the first Panopticon. The model prison at Port Arthur (1848-1877) was copied from the design used 
at Pentonville. 
12 O'Brien and Quinault, Industrial Revolution and British Society, pp 169-171; Ignatieff, A Just 
Measure of Pain, pp. 11-14, and Clay, Maconochie'sExperiment, pp. 46-47. In the late eighteenth 
and early nineteenth centuries there were many different ideas about how to liberalise the criminal 
law, reduce the crime rate by social change, reform prisons and organise punishment within a 
penitentiary system. A summary of the activities of reformers and their ideas between 1810 and 1830 
is given in Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, pp. 128-145. 
13 There was a strong belief by reformers that moral and religious instruction were the best means of 
preventing crime and reforming criminals Quakers were influential in prison reform but were 
preoccupied with evangelical spirituality, believing the aim of imprisonment was the reform of the 
individual through the power of faith rather than a deterrence to crime. They pressed for reformation 
of criminals by guiding them in moral and spiritual values and promoting a consciousness of 
religious principles. This they believed was best achieved by the unsparing use of chaplains within 
the separate system See R McGowen, 'The Well-Ordered Prison, England, 1780-1865', in N Morris 
and D Rothman, The Oxford History of the Prison: The Practice of Punishment m Western Society, 
Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1998, pp. 71-98. 
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classification, separation of the worst-behaved prisoners and paid work. 14 

The trades and employments in which the prisoners are engaged are most numerous; 

they consist of weaving, winding, wool-picking, hair-picking, rope making, pin

heading, clogging, shoemaking, tailoring, cabinet making, painting, gardening, etc. 

All the repairs within and without the prison are done by the prisoners. Those before 

trial are allowed one third of their earnings, and upon conviction one sixth. 15 

Imprisonment of Salford Hundred convicts in the New Bailey had some 

influence on disciplinary instruction even though magistrates cleared the prison of 

transports as quickly as possible. 16 

There was also a widely-held belief that imprisonment in hulks was 

ineffective as a means of punishment, reformation and deterrence. There were 

complaints of indiscipline, contaminating communication between cells and decks, 

frequent riotous conduct, thieving, gambling, work that was not 'severe and painful' 

and unearned indulgences, all of which were said to be inconsistent with the purpose 

ofpunishment. 11 Patrick Colquhoun told the June 1812 Select Committee that hulks 

were 'a complete seminary of vice and wickedness',18 Hepworth Dixon reported 

them as unfit to be permanent working institutions, 19 and the September 1831 Select 

Committee on Transportation reported to Parliament that imprisonment in hulks was 

an inducement to crime rather than a deterrent. Much of this criticism was the result 

of zealous opposition to the existing system of transportation, a method of 

secondary punishment that stood in the way of penal reformers' aspirations for a 

centralised national scheme based on the separate system of imprisonment in 

penitentiaries. So because hulks were an essential step in the transportation process, 

reformers attacked them vigorously, overstating weaknesses to bring down the 

system of transportation. 20 

14 Frankland, Saljord's Prison, pp. 5-7 and 13-15 In 1836 despite these practical methods of 
regulating the behaviour of a large community of prisoners and providing paid work in the New 
Bailey, the prison chaplain was concerned mainly with moral and spiritual influences used in the 
separate system of punishment as a means of reformation. He told Robert Hindle during an 
inspection of the New Bailey that he did not think 'the present discipline of the prison has generally a 
deterring effect' because it was not fully organised on the separate system, Frankland, Saljord's 
Prison, p. 9. 
15 Frankland, Sa/ford's Prison, pp. 5-7 and 13-15. 
16 Salford Hundred male convicts could be imprisoned in the New Bailey for periods up to six 
months waiting for trial at quarter sessions, but were sent to hulks immediately after sentencing. 
Females were kept in the New Bailey for an average of 109 days while waiting for space in a transport 
ship. 
17 Parliamentary Papers, September 1831 Report (Davies), pp. 51-58, 60-62, 83-87 and 93 
18 Parliamentary Papers, June 1812 Report (Holford), p 53. 
19 Dixon, The London Prisons, pp 122-129 
20 Parliamentary Papers, September 1831 Report (Davies); and Parliamentary Papers, June 1832 
Report (Davies). 
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Nevertheless there was an established disciplinary routine in hulks. Evidence 

was given to select committees of their state of orderliness and organisation. John 

Henry Capper, Superintendent of the Convict Establishment, Thomas Hawkins, 

First Mate on Retribution, and Robert Smith, overseer on Justitia, denied there was 

opportunity for criminal instruction and told Davies' s committee there was no 'free 

and easy' life but much hard work.21 At Sheerness and Chatham,, they said, convicts 

worked at 'landing timber, clearing mud from basins, clearing docks, levelling the 

yard, paving, painting, whitewashing, and many other things' including trenching and 

banking to reclaim fannland and sea-banking in the marshes. 

In further evidence they claimed that the hulk system was highly organised 

and well supervised, labour was exacting, there were no luxuries, behaviour was 

controlled, there was moral instruction by chaplains, discipline was strictly enforced, 

repeat offenders were worked in irons, the hulks' hatches were locked at night, lights 

were extinguished and 'life was so painful and irksome that convicts dreaded hulks 

more than transportation' .22 Capper's evidence was supported by an anonymous 

discharged convict who said that though there were 'free and easys sometimes at 

night', some illicit intercourse with visitors and a great amount of disorganisation, 

there were 'no regular schools to instruct in crime, simply talk of exploits' .23 He 

went on to say that hulk labour was very severe and that 'if you do not work hard 

you are punished ... you are double ironed and your pay stopped' .24 

One constant complaint about imprisonment in hulks was that prisoners were 

better off than free workers. Edward Gibbon Wakefield told Davies's committee that 

life on the hulks for a convict was not as severe as an agricultural labourer's life; 

Colonel Sir John Thomas Jones, Chief Engineer at Woolwich Dock Yard, said 'the 

convict, generally speaking, is better treated, and altogether has a better life of it than 

the labouring poor of England' and that 'many of my temporary labourers would be 

glad to exchange with them'; Oliver Lang a shipwright at Woolwich said the 'work is 

not hard' and 'many free labourers would be glad [to exchange places] to do it, and 

would be much better off'; and finally Capper agreed with Colonel Davies when he 

asked 'are not they [convicts], in that respect, better off than free labourers?'. 25 

21 Parliamentary Papers, September 1831 Report (Davies), pp 44-55 and 65-83 
22 Parliamentary Papers, June 1832 Report (Davies), pp. 65-83. 
23 Evidence by discharged convicts: AB from Euryalus and Retributzon, Mannister Wortz from 
Leviathan, William Brett from York and Thomas Knight from Ganymede, in Parliamentary Papers, 
June 1832 Report (Davies), pp. 49-63 and 84-97. 
24 Parliamentary Papers, September 1831 Report (Davies), pp. 50, 53-55 and 59-60. 
25 Parliamentary Papers, September 1831 Report (Davies), pp. 12-14, 47-48 and 76-83. 
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Nevertheless despite criticism by some reformers about irregularities, lack of 

supervision and maladministration in some hulks, there was an established 

disciplinary routine that had been absent in convicts' previous enviromnents. In 

gt:nt:ral Capper was correct when he claimed that by the 1830s there was 'order 

throughout the whole of the convict establishment'. 26 

Convicts were even more closely regulated in transport ships. Most surgeon 

superintendents were systematic organisers. They established shipboard routines 

which included exercise on deck, strict discipline and rigorous attention to convicts' 

health and hygiene. For example Commander James Cameron, Surgeon 

Superintendent of the David Lyon, closely supervised conduct at sea and enforced 

standards which had been unusual in the previous experiences of most convicts.27 

There was a daily routine of cleaning bed boards, swabbing decks and toilet chutes 

with chloride of lime to 'destroy every unpleasant effluvia', ventilating the prison 

deck by opening scuttles and great ports and setting windsails on the hatchways, 

airing bedding on deck and organising messes of six to cook and distribute their own 

food. 28 There was an unaccustomed attention to convicts' health. Cameron treated 

bronchitis, tuberculosis, catarrh, dysentery, asthma, scurvy, scabies, ruptures, ulcers 

and fungous diseases and regularly purged his prisoners with 'calomel and sulphate 

of magnesia to prevent constipation'. Moral instruction was regarded as an essential 

element in the process of reformation so during the voyage Cameron gave regular 

'readings of Divine Service' .29 

Disciplined routine was also the method of imprisonment used by Surgeon 

Superintendent Alexander Nisbet in 1837 when supervising 140 boy convicts in the 

Frances Charlotte (2), the first transport ship to carry boys separate from older 

26 Parliamentary Papers, September 1831 Report (Davies), pp. 44-55; and W Branch-Johnson, The 
English Prison Hulks, London, Christopher Johnson, 1957, pp 98-108, hereafter called Branch
Johnson, The En!(bsh Prison Hulks. 
27 Surgeon Superintendent James Cameron, 'Medical and Surgical Journal of His Majesty's Hired 
Convict Ship David Lyon between the 3rd day of April and the 4th day of Sept 1830 during which 
the said Ship has been employed carrying Convicts to Hobart Town Van Diemen's Land', in Public 
Records Office London, Home Office, ADM 101/19, Admiralty· Medical Departments: Medical 
Journals 1819-1845, AJCP Reel 3192, hereafter called PRO London, ADM 101/19, David Lyon. 
28 The ration set by the Victualling Board was two thirds of the navy's standard ration for a seaman. 
Ships' officers thought food 'good and abundant'; C Bateson, The Convict Ships 1787-1868, 
Glasgow, Brown, Son and Ferguson Ltd, 1959, p. 224, hereafter called Bateson, The Convict Ships 
29 Another example of 'acquainting them [convicts] with the great truths of the Christian religion by a 
daily source of scriptural reading' was the practice by Surgeon Superintendent Alexander Nisbet in the 
Frances Charlotte (2) of assembling the prisoners and have them read a 'specific number of chapters 
in the New Testament' and devoting most of Sundays after Divine Service to 'the same purpose'. 
Alexander Nisbet's report to the Colonial Secretary, 2 June 1837, in AOT Hobart, CSO 5/35/728, 
pp. 47-48, hereafter called Nisbet to the Colonial Secretary, 2 June 1837. The surgeon's journal is 
signed 'Alexander Nisbet' not Nesbit or Nisbett. 
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'hardened' males to avoid 'contamination' during the voyage. 

The history perhaps of one day will exemplify our mode of proceeding. They rose at 

daylight each division being mustered on deck by the men clothed only in their trousers 

which were rolled up to their knees when they washed their hands, faces, bodies and 

feet in a large tub of salt water by sixes at a time after which they proceeded below, 

clothed themselves and made their beds up which were then stowed on deck the lower 

berth places were taken out of the prison and swept after which breakfast for those that 

chose, a division then cleaned the prison according to the orders given for the day 

which on being finished was examined. Defaulters list was then examined and 

disposed of after which all assembled in the prison and the daily readings took place -

the class whose turn it was remained below while the others went on deck, afterwards 

they came down in rotation dividing the time so as to have each in school before dinner 

about the same length of time. Dinner was always in fine weather taken on deck and 

usually occupied about half an hour when the school resumed and continued as long as 

they could see below; all hands then came on deck. Beds were sent below and made up 

and egress allowed until dark Two thirds of the men and some of the boys as an 

indulgence were allowed to remain until 8 o'clock when the prison gates were finally 

closed for the night. 30 

When convicts had become accustomed to the routine of prison deck, they 

were permitted a degree of freedom. After the David Lyon passed the Cape Verde 

Islands, Cameron removed chains and allowed convicts to move freely up and down 

the hatchway ladders to the deck.31 After the Frances Charlotte (2) sailed from 

Portsmouth, Nisbet removed 'the barrier which was put up across deck', and when 

the sailors of the Frances Charlotte (2) 'were mutinous and refused to work' he used 

convict boys to take over seamen's duties and keep watch. Nisbet reported that 'it 

was an object of great ambition to be enrolled in the watch and was used to reward 

monitors and other of the stoutest boys' .32 

This regulation of every aspect of a convict's daily life instructed them in 

orderliness, self-discipline and obedience, and surgeon superintendents' attentiveness 

to convicts as individuals made them aware of personal and social obligations within 

enclosed communities. As a result of these instructive and regulated circumstances, 

convicts were generally well behaved in ships.33 

30 Nisbet to the Colonial Secretary, 2 June 1837, pp. 48-49. 
31 PRO London, ADM 101/19, David Lyon. 
32 Nisbet to the Colonial Secretary, 2 June 1837, p. 49. 
33 Surgeon Superintendent Morgan Price who made seven voyages to Australia on convict ships told 
Molesworth that he had experienced no difficulties in managing convicts at sea, but he also gave 
evidence that in his opinion convicts were as bad on arrival as they had been on departure, in 
Parliamentary Papers, July 1837 Report (Molesworth), pp. 268-269. See also Bateson, The Convict 
Ships, pp 195 and 254. 
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During the seventy-eight voyages involving the transportation of Salford 

Hundred convicts, there were only six recorded floggings of Salford Hundred convicts 

for misbehaviour. 

James Crossley, a carpenter from Rochdale and an habitual thief who had 

been convicted before three times for larceny, was flogged in the Jupiter for 

'suspicion of thieving'. 34 

Charles Howarth, a seventeen-year-old labouring boy also from Rochdale 

who had been convicted before twice and sentenced to seven years' transportation 

for stealing ducks, was badly behaved in the Argyle and flogged for being 'artful and a 

liar' .35 

Thomas Pearson, a twenty-year-old ploughman from Yorkshire who had been 

convicted of stealing money from the person, was flogged on board the Southworth 

(2) for using obscene language.36 

William Bowden, a Manchester labourer who had been convicted before four 

times for robbery and larceny and had previously been sentenced to seven years' 

transportation, was flogged in the Georgiana (2) for stealing from other prisoners. 37 

Michael Manuel, a fourteen-year-old labouring boy and housebreaker from 

Staly Bridge who had been convicted before on four occasions, was flogged three 

34 For James Crossley's history see Chapter Ten, p. 125. 
35 For Charles Howarth's history see Chapter Twenty-Six, p. 395. 
36 PRO Lancashire, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 26 October 1829. For stealing £1.2.6 from 
the person, Thomas Pearson was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the 
hulk, Retribution, from 7 December 1829 to 16 June 1830, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Southworth (2) in June 1830. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, 
Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/35, 660 Thomas Pearson, Southworth (2), 19 October 1830 
Pearson was a ploughman from Yorkshire. He had been indicted before for trespass and discharged. 
His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk orderly and in the ship bad. In Van Diemen's Land 
he committed 14 offences against colonial regulations, 3 of them for absconding for which he was 
sentenced to 4 years' additional imprisonment, and 1 for 'making threats ofa violent nature towards 
his late master' for which he was sentenced to 2 years' hard labour. During servitude he was 
punished with 4 additional years, 51 months' hard labour, 6 days in solitary confinement and 86 
lashes. He was granted a free certificate in 183 9. 
37 PRO Lancashire, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 9 July 1832. For receiving a stolen watch, 
William Bowden was sentenced to transportation for life, was imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan, 
from 7 August 1832 to 24 September 1832, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Georg1ana (2) 
in September 1832. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 
18, Con 23 and Con 31/5, 1790 William Bowden, Georgiana (2), 1 February 1833. Bowden was a 
labourer from Manchester. He had been convicted before four times· robbery and sentenced to seven 
years' transportation and imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, at Woolwich for five years and seven 
months; stealing raisins and imprisoned for twelve months; stealing handkerchiefs and imprisoned for 
six months; and stealing knives and imprisoned for three months His conduct in gaol was good, in 
the hulk good and in the ship bad. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 10 offences against colonial 
regulations including 4 for misconduct and 3 for absence; and 4 felonies involving larceny. During 
servitude he was punished with 3 admonishments, 75 months' hard labour, 16 days in solitary 
confinement and 25 lashes. He was granted a conditional pardon on 31November1846. 



416 

times for unknown offences in the Lady Nugent (2);38 and Henry Williams, a 

Stockport labourer and millwright who had been convicted before for larceny, was 

flogged misbehaviour in the Layton II (2). 39 

Convict mutiny at sea was insignificant. According to Bateson there was 

frequent reporting of suspected mutinous conduct but it was usually the result of 

ships' officers being inclined to listen to idle bragging or false gossip.40 There were no 

reports of mutinies involving Salford Hundred convicts except for a charge against 

James Smith on the Katherine Stewart Forbes (2) for 'conspiring to take the vessel 

and inducing others to join in the same'. Smith's conduct could not have been serious 

because he was not tried by the captain for mutiny at sea but by the Hobart Town 

quarter sessions for 'gross insubordination' more than three months afterwards. 41 

38 PRO Lancashire, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 7 December 1835. For breaking into a 
dwelling and stealing property, Michael Manuel alias Thomas Forrest was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Euryalus, from January 1836 to 6 July 1836, and sailed 
to Van Diemen's Land in the Lady Nugent (2) in July 1836. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and 
HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/31, 1455 Michael Manuel, Lady 
Nugent (2), 12 November 1836. Manuel was a fourteen-year-old labouring boy from Staly Bridge 
He had been convicted before four times. stealing a handkerchief and imprisoned for four months, 
twice for vagrancy and imprisoned for two months each time; and imprisoned for an attempted 
felony. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship very bad - 'flogged on board 3 
times'. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 41 offences against institutional regulations at Point 
Puer including 'losing a loaf entrusted to him' for which he was sentenced to 25 lashes. During 
servitude he was punished with 4 months' hard labour, 88 days in solitary confinement and 45 
lashes. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1842 
39 PRO Lancashire, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 1 December 1834. For breaking into a 
warehouse and stealing 100 yards of stuff, Henry Williams was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Ganymede, from 24 December 1834 to 17 August 1835, 
and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Layton II (2) in August 1835. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, 
HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/47, 2016 Henry 
Williams, Layton II (2), 10 December 1835 Williams was a labourer and 'millwright 5 years' from 
Stockport. He had been convicted before for stealing a watch and imprisoned for four months. His 
conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk good and in the ship very bad - 'flogged on board'. In 
Van Diemen's Land he committed 16 offences against colonial regulations and 1 felony - 'having in 
his possession 1 handkerchief known to be stolen' for which he was sentenced at quarter sessions to 3 
additional years. During servitude he was punished with 1 reprimand, 1 admonishment, 6 additional 
years, 15 months' hard labour and 34 days in solitary confinement. 
40 Bateson, The Convict Ships, pp. 198-199. 
41 Though the offence occurred at sea, James Smith was charged seven days after arrival in Hobart 
with 'gross insubordination on board the Katherine Stewart Forbes in April last to wit on the 4th, 
5th, and 6th and conspiring to take the vessel and inducing others to join in the same'. He was 
found guilty and sentenced to two years' hard labour in chains. LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, 
quarter sessions 24 October 1831. For stealing a shirt, James Smith was sentenced to fourteen years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Justitia, from 24 November 1831 to 11 February 1832, 
and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Katherine Stewart Forbes (2) in February 1832. PRO 
London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 
31/39, 1525 James Smith, Katherme Stewart Forbes (2), 16 July 1832. Smith was a labourer and 
groom working in Ashton-under-Lyne when indicted. He had been convicted before twice· stealing 
bottles of spirits and imprisoned for three months; and vagrancy and imprisoned for three months. 
His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk orderly and in the ship very bad. In Van Diemen's 
Land he committed 5 offences against colonial regulations including refusal to work 'on 2 occasions 
telling his master he would sooner be in a chain gang than private service'; and 1 felony- 'gross 
insubordination' during the voyage. During servitude he was punished with 41 months' hard labour 
and 25 lashes He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1839 
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Despite evidence from surgeons' reports that on the whole there were 

effective systems of regulation and instruction on board ships and that most convicts 

responded with obedience, co-operation and good behaviour, there were persistent 

criticisms of the effectiveness of ships as prisons and of perceived failures to 

maintain moral standards on board. 42 Dr George Shaw Rutherford a surgeon 

superintendent on seven voyages claimed that convicts in transport ships 'instructed 

each other in crime';43 Archbishop Whately told Earl Grey that discipline in the 

colony 'must be sufficient to undo the evil of the passage' and remove the 'additional 

contamination contracted during the voyage out' ;44 and the Reverend William 

Ullathorne gave evidence to Molesworth's committee about sodomy in ships. 

Convicts he said were 'put together four on the same couch . . . and the huddling of 

the boys together below is accompanied with a great deal of moral pollution'. 

The crime, I believe, sometimes prevails on board ships going out from England ... 

commonly introduced by persons from the hulks in England . . . likewise the putting 

together such a number of persons on board ships, and the crowding even of boys 

together, is a cause of much crime of that kind. 45 

Nevertheless there were effective and practical regulatory systems in convict 

ships sufficient to contribute to convicts' well-being, to limit unacceptable 

degradation, and to prevent improper or brutal treatment which might result in 

mutinous conduct or general misbehaviour. Improvements in personal conditions 

were instructive for convicts unused to disciplinary routines and as a result on arrival 

in Van Diemen's Land most initially restrained from offending.46 

42 Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System, p. 47. 
43 Parliamentary Papers, September 1831 Report (Davies), pp. 68-69. See also Bateson, The Convict 
Ships, p. 254. 
44 Whately, Thou!(hts on Secondary Punishment, p. 79. The emphasis was by Whately 
45 Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth), pp. 14-21and24-26. The problem of 
sodomy had been recognised earlier by the British government. In 1837 to avoid offences against 
boys by 'hardened criminals' in convict transport ships, 140 boy convicts were transported in the 
Frances Charlotte (2) under the direction of Surgeon Superintendent Alexander Nisbet, and were sent 
to Point Puer at Port Arthur for separate imprisonment; D Heard ( ed), The Journal of Charles 
0 'Hara Booth, Commandant at the Port Arthur Penal Settlement, Hobart, Tasmanian Historical 
Research Association, 1981, pp. 33-34 
46 Surgeon Superintendent Colin Arrot Browning was noted for his attention to the organisation and 
education of convicts on ships. His instructive management of 230 convicts (228 survived) in the 
Arab I (2) between February and June 1834 was believed to have contributed to their subsequent good 
behaviour in Van Diemen's Land As a result, Arthur requested a report from Chief Police Magistrate 
Matthew Forster, Rural Dean Philip Palmer and Principal Superintendent of Convicts Josiah Spode 
on the system 'pursued by Surgeon Superintendent Colin A Browning with the convicts per Arab' on 
the instruction, care and training of convicts which resulted in 'exemplary conduct, cleanliness, 
sobriety and few charges for indiscipline'. Archives Office of Tasmania, Lieutenant Governor's 
Office, Duplicate Despatches sent to the Colonial Office, London, 2 May to 30 September 1834, GO 
33/17, Report of the Board Relative to the System pursued by Dr Browning with the Convicts per 
Arab, 1September1834, Volume 17, SLTX/AO/G0/17, pp. 806-810. 
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If imprisonment in gaols, hulks and ships to some degree improved convicts' 

disciplinary condition and encouraged better behaviour which extended into their 

initial servitude in Van Diemen's Land, then there needs to be an explanation for 

subsequent misconduct.47 One probable reason was convicts' eventual familiarity 

with social, penal and work conditions, many gradually becoming accustomed to 

regulations, the management habits of settler masters and the requirements of 

assigned labour. In time they saw opportunities to improve work conditions by 

protest or tested the limits to which they could misbehave. However in most cases 

when misbehaviour did occur it was not criminal but minor offending against penal 

regulations. 

The relationship between offences in Britain and in Van Diemen's Land 

The second feature to emerge from the examination of Salford Hundred 

convict offences was the statistical relationship between numbers of offences 

committed in Britain and in Van Diemen' s Land. About one in seven Salford 

Hundred convicts may have been first offenders,48 more than half had committed one 

or two offences before sentencing to transportation, and a little less than one third 

had committed three or more. 

Convicts who had been the most frequent offenders in Britain had a high rate 

of offending in Van Diemen's Land- 29.4 percent of the convict cohort who had been 

convicted three or more times in Britain committed 39.2 percent of all offences 

committed by the cohort in Van Diemen' s Land. Convicts who had been the least 

frequent offenders in Britain committed a lesser proportion of offences in Van 

Diemen's Land- the 14.2 percent who had not been convicted before committed only 

8.4 percent of the cohort's offences in Van Diemen's Land 

Figures 27-5 and 27-6 show the relationship between offending in Britain and 

in Van Diemen's Land.49 

47 Contemporary colonial observers commented that there was universal offending by the convict 
community involving 'drunkenness, disobedience, idleness and pilfering', in 'The Prison 
Disciplinary Society of Van Diemen's Land', quoted in Innes, 'The Convict System of Van Diemen's 
Land', pp 431-449. See also B Dyster, 'Convicts', in Labour History, Number 67, November 
1994, p. 80, hereafter called Dyster, 'Convicts'. 
48 The number of first offenders may have been less than one in seven because convicts whose 
previous convictions were unknown were regarded in this thesis as first offenders 
49 See also the tables in Annex DD. 
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Figure 27-5: Salford Hundred Convicts - Offences in Britain and Van Diemen's Land 

Number of offences Number of Salford Number of offences 
committed in Britain by Hundred convicts who committed in VDL by 

Salford Hundred committed offences in Salford Hundred 
convicts - excluding Britain convicts 

transportation offences 

0 102 738 

1 202 2 166 

2 206 2.429 

3 99 1,440 

4 53 744 

5 26 411 

6-11 35 835 

total 723 8.763 

Figure 27-6: Salford Hundred Convicts - Relationship Between Offences in Britain 

and Van Diemen's Land 

Relationship Between Offences in Britain and Offences In Van Diemen's Land 

2 3 4 5 6-11 

Offences in Britain 

Percent of Cohort • Percent of Offences in VDL 

Though this quantitative assessment showed that overall those who 

misbehaved frequently in Britain were more likely to misbehave in Van Diemen's 

Land, nevertheless it failed to illustrate the complex circumstances of individual 

experiences and was not supported by qualitative examinations. The relationship 

between behaviour before and after transportation was affected by three factors - the 

seriousness of crimes in Britain; the frequency of criminal acts both in Britain and in 

Van Diemen's Land; and the degrees of criminality of offences in Van Diemen's 
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Land. 

At least forty-five Salford Hundred convicts who had committed particularly 

serious felonies in Britain did not offend during servitude in Van Diemen' s Land. 

Three examples were: John Shaw a warehouse breaker from Rochdale who 'belonged 

to a gang of thieves', behaved badly in prison and was flogged in the hulk;50 James 

Holland a housebreaker from Pilkington who was 'a very bad character belonging to a 

desperate gang ofburglars';51 and Ann Thorpe who was Oldham's infamous grey

cloaked shoplifter and committed more than sixty felonies with her husband 

Benjamin. 52 

Others who committed grave or violent criminal acts in Britain were charged 

with only a few minor offences against penal regulations in Van Diemen' s Land. 

Amongst them were Thomas Farrall53 and Thomas Brannigan54 two desperate and 

violent highwaymen described by Salford's head watchman James Diggles as men of 

'notorious character';55 Mary Archer56 a receiver of stolen property and prostitute 

who belonged to a violent gang of criminals and whose habitual misbehaviour in 

Britain was recorded in Magistrate Norris's 'Black Books'; and Elizabeth Goulding51 

who was a professional prostitute in Manchester and had been convicted three times 

50 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 29 August 183 6. John Shaw was sentenced 
to fourteen years' transportation for breaking into a warehouse and stealing woollen cloth, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Fortitude, from October 1836 to 22 May 1837, and sailed to Van Diemen's 
Land in the Recovery (4) in May 1837. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT 
Hobart, Con 18, Con 23, Con 31/40, 622 John Shaw, Recovery (4), 8 October 1837. Shaw was a 
carter and navigator from Rochdale. He had been convicted before twice: stealing a watch and 
imprisoned for three months; and assault and imprisoned for two months. His conduct in gaol and 
the hulk was bad and in the ship orderly. He was flogged in the hulk for neglect of work. He 
committed no offences in Van Diemen's Land and was granted a ticket ofleave in 1844 and a 
conditional pardon in October 1846. 
51 For James Holland's history see Chapter Nine, p. 93. 
52 Though Ann Thorpe had not been convicted before of a felony in Britain, the constables in Oldham 
believed from evidence given at quarter sessions of her possession of pawn tickets for illicit pledging 
that she had probably been involved in more than sixty larceny offences. For Ann Thorpe's history 
and the circumstances of her offence see Chapter Nineteen, p. 262. 
53 For Thomas Farrall's history see Chapter Ten, p. 126. 
54 For Thomas Brannigan's history see Chapter Ten, p. 126 
55 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 11 April 1831; and The Manchester Courier 
and Lancashire Genera/Advertiser, Saturday 16 April 1831. 
56 For Mary Archer's history see Chapter Fifteen, p. 208 
57 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 4 July 1836 For the offence of stealing three 
half crowns from the person, Elizabeth Goulding was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, and 
sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Westmoreland (2) in August 1836; PRO London HO 11 and HO 
27; AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/4, 175 Elizabeth Goulding, Westmoreland (2), 3 
December 1836. Goulding was a plain cook from Holyhead, Wales She had been convicted before 
seven times: stealing three sovereigns and imprisoned for three months, stealing money and 
imprisoned for one month; and five times for vagrancy and imprisoned for ten months and fourteen 
days. She had been a prostitute for four years. In Van Diemen' s Land she committed four offences 
against colonial regulations - absence, drunkenness and disobedience - for which she was sentenced to 
6 months' hard labour, 4 hours in the stocks and 3 days in solitary confinement She was granted a 
ticket ofleave in 1841 and a conditional pardon on 17 August 184 7 
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for stealing money from the person and five times for vagrancy. 

Other convicts were persistent offenders in both Britain and Van Diemen's 

Land. James Windle, one of the Salford Hundred's worst-behaved habitual criminals 

in Britain, had been sentenced at assizes to death for rape, twice convicted at quarter 

sessions for felonies and escaping from gaol, and at the October 1831 sessions was 

sentenced to two terms of seven years' transportation. After arrival in Van 

Diemen' s Land he committed seventeen offences against regulations and one felony -

presenting a counterfeit cheque. 58 

James Jackson was a thirteen-year-old pickpocket who said, 'I have been in 

prison so often I cannot tell how many times'. In Van Diemen' s Land he committed 

ten offences at Port Arthur including 'refusing to divulge where stolen property 

was', 'entering the schoolmaster's room and stealing a quantity of provisions' and 

'endeavouring to cut his way out of a cell'. In 1845 when free by servitude he was 

tried by the Supreme Court, Hobart, for 'stealing one double-barrelled gun' and was 

sentenced to a second term of seven years' transportation. 59 

John Hughes was an eleven-year-old labouring boy from Manchester and a 

pickpocket who had been convicted and imprisoned ten times and whipped four 

times. In Van Diemen's Land he committed twenty-seven offences at Port Arthur 

and Point Puer, most for absconding. In 1840 he appeared at the quarter sessions in 

Hobart charged with a felony and was sentenced to one year's additional 

imprisonment. 60 

John Dakin was one of Salford Hundred's 'practised thieves and old 

offenders' who had been convicted at least ten times in Britain. In Van Diemen' s 

Land he committed thirteen offences against colonial regulations, two felonies for 

stealing wearing apparel and tools, and was shot and killed when committing a 

burglary in Hobart. 61 

William Ogden was an habitual housebreaker and pickpocket in the Salford 

Hundred and 'belonged to a gang and was well known to the police'. In Van 

Diemen's Land he committed twenty-one offences most for misconduct, insolence 

and absence. He was sentenced to fifty lashes for indecent conduct to his mistress 

and was sent to the chain gang for three years for 'losing two of his master's cattle 

58 For James Windle's history see Chapter Ten, p. 131. 
59 For James Jackson's history see Chapter Fourteen, p. 200. 
6° For John Hughes's history see Chapter Twenty-Two, p. 290. 
61 For John Dakin's history see Chapter Ten, p. 118. 
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under suspicious circumstances'.62 

These examples show that there was no pattern which indicated a substantial 

relationship between offending in Britain and offending in Van Diemen's Land. Some 

convicts with violent criminal histories in Britain were well behaved in the colony, 

some who committed a few offences in Britain misbehaved to a great degree in the 

colony, and some misbehaved badly both in Britain and Van Diemen's Land. 

The influence of institutions on the frequency of offences 

The third feature to emerge from this examination was that in Van Diem en's 

Land most offences by Salford Hundred convicts were committed when under 

control of the crown - 45.4 percent compared with 42.6 percent by convicts assigned 

to settlers and 12 percent by holders of tickets ofleave. Figure 27-7 shows the 

numbers and percentage of offences committed by Salford Hundred convicts in the 

various categories of employment and assignment. 

Figure 27-7: Salford Hundred Convicts - Offences by 

Categories of Employment and Assignment63 

Category of Employment and Assignment Male Female Total 
Convict Convict Offences 
Offences Offences 

assigned to free settlers 2.706 1.025 3.731 

emoloved bv the crown 1 620 18 1.638 

imorisoned at Port Arthur and Point Puer (crown) 1 182 0 1.182 

sentenced to hard labour in a chain gang (crown) 546 0 546 

sentenced to hard labour in a road nartv (crown) 584 0 584 

sentenced to hard labour in the female factorv (crown) 0 24 24 

holdimi: tickets ofleave 871 176 1.047 

total 7.509 1.243 8.752 

Percent 
of All 

Offences 

42.6 

18.7 

13.5 

6.2 

6.7 

0.3 

12.0 

100.0 

This high rate of offending by convicts under control of the crown is partly 

explained by the excessive number of petty offences against institutional regulations 

at Port Arthur and especially at Point Puer where boys were routinely charged with 

minor disciplinary offences. John Price for example committed 105 offences at Point 

62 For William Ogden's history see Chapter Three, p. 22. 
63 The categories of eleven offences committed by Salford Hundred women convicts in Van Diemen's 
Land were not identified. 
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Puer between 1June1837 and 18 April 1839.64 Colonial Secretary John Montagu 

explained to Arthur in 1836 why the numbers of offences at Port Arthur and Point 

Puer were exceptionally high. 

Your Excellency is aware the most trifling Misconduct is now never permitted to pass 

unnoticed; and since even the smallest Breach of the Settlement regulations is recorded 

as an offence, and included with the cases tried, the number of punishments must 

necessarily be greatly augmented in appearance. 65 

A second reason for the high rate of offending by convicts under control of 

the crown was that discipline was more efficiently and consistently applied in 

prisons, chain gangs and road parties than by free settlers. Settlers did not want to 

lose the labour of convicts and were prepared to bargain for work conditions or allow 

certain breaches of discipline. 66 Arthur was always aware of the difficulties settlers 

had in disciplining assigned convicts. In 1832 he told Goderich that 'in numberless 

instances masters are known to submit to peculation rather than incur the additional 

expense of prosecuting their servants'. 67 

A further factor which influenced behaviour was that many convicts were 

assigned to isolated farms where conditions of labour were agreeable, where there 

was little need for misbehaviour to obtain benefits and where there was little 

temptation to offend. In 1830 Augustus Prinsep wrote in his journal that 'up in the 

country, away from temptation, and under a strict, though not severe, master, they 

[the convicts] often tum out well, and redeem their place in society'. 68 On the other 

hand assignments to the crown usually brought convicts close to towns where their 

conditions of labour as constables, clerks, turnkeys, javelin men, post messengers, 

nurses and in loan gangs gave them much daily freedom and the opportunity to 

offend. 69 It also made their offences more likely to be detected. 70 

64 For John Price's history see Chapter Twenty-Six, pp. 376-377. 
65 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, Enclosure No 2, p. 156. 
66 For Forsyth's opinion of the success of assignment as a means of punishment and reformation of 
convicts and the attitude of free settlers to their responsibilities as 'gaolers', see Forsyth, Governor 
Arthur's Convict System, pp. 149-168 
67 Quoted in Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System, p. 115 
68 Prinsep, The Journal qf a Voya,Re from Calcutta to Van Diemen 's Land, p 113. 
69 Salford Hundred convicts were sent to the Departments of Public Works, Survey, Marine, Royal 
Engineers, the Commissariat, the Ordnance Stores, the Post Office and the Colonial Hospital. For 
convicts employed by the crown as labourers in Hobart, open residence was provided in the Prisoners' 
Barracks in Campbell Street For a comprehensive list of occupations in institutions under the crown 
see 'Return of Assigned Convicts, Enclosure No 3, Return of Convicts Employed on Public Works, 
John Lakeland, Principal Superintendent of Convicts, 1 May 1828 ', in HRA Resumed Series III, pp 
301-303; and Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System, pp. 88-89. 
70 Parliamentary Papers, Report on Prison Discipline 1838 (Maconochie), p. 5. 
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The low rate of felonies in Van Diemen's Land 

In this thesis offences committed by Salford Hundred convicts in Van 

Diemen's Land have been arbitrarily categorised into three types: 'routine offences', 

'serious offences' and 'felonies'. The numbers committed by Salford Hundred 

convicts in these three classifications are shown in Figure 27-8. 

Figure 27-8: Salford Hundred Convicts - Classification of Offences 

Classification Offences Offences Total Offences Percent of Total 
Committed by Committed by Committed Offences 
Male Convicts Female Convicts 

routine offences 6 618 1.203 7.821 89.2 

serious offences 526 20 546 6.2 

felonies 365 31 396 4.6 

total 7 509 1.254 8.763 100.0 

Most convict offences were against colonial regulations. Arthur described 

them as disciplinary acts of misconduct such as 'peculation, insubordination, 

insolence, disobedience of lawful orders, and so much drunkenness'. They extended 

into areas which had never been crimes in Britain, for example the social offence of 

'being an idle and untidy person', the moral offence of'taking a female to bed in a 

private room', the behavioural offence of 'being insolent to his mistress' and the 

administrative offence of 'grazing the government bullocks along the footways'. 

These unusual offences arose from the authority of governors to create regulations. 

They were similar to military regulations in that they were designed for the routine 

administrative and disciplinary control of large communities. Common offences 

against regulations were absence, disobedience, drunkenness and insubordination. 

Non-compliance with them was a minor offence. In this thesis they are categorised 

as 'routine offences'. Some of these same offences against regulations are defined as 

'serious offences'. This definition is based not on the offence itself but on the 

punishment - fifty lashes or more, twelve months' hard labour and an additional 

period of transportation. These sentences indicated that police magistrates judged 

the circumstances to be unusually serious. 

Some offences are defined as 'felony' - rape, murder, robbery, burglary, 

larceny, forgery and violent acts against the person, all of which indicated a high 

degree of criminality. In Britain they were tried at quarter sessions or assizes, and in 

Van Diemen's Land by quarter sessions or the supreme court. Some larceny offences 

at Port Arthur and Point Puer were 'apparent' felonies such as stealing cabbages 

from the government garden or being in improper possession of thread, a type of 



425 

minor offence associated with regulations specific to routine institutional discipline, 

and substantially different from offences generally committed throughout the 

remainder of the convict community. 

There were exceptionally few felonies committed by Salford Hundred 

convicts in Van Diemen's Land. All 723 Salford Hundred convicts in the cohort had 

been habitual offenders or had committed felonies of exceptional criminality in 

Britain. It might be expected therefore that these behavioural habits would extend to 

the colony, and as a consequence a large number of trials for felonies in colonial 

quarter sessions and the supreme court would follow. However there were 

exceptionally few - of 8, 763 offences only 396 ( 4.5 percent) were felonies. These 

were committed by 253 different convicts over twenty-two years - an average of 

11. 5 felonies a year by the whole cohort.11 The types and numbers committed 

during servitude are given in Figure 27-9. 

Figure 27-9: Salford Hundred Convicts - Felonies Committed During Servitude 

in Van Diemen's Land 

Category of Felony Felonies by Felonies by Total 
Male Convicts Female Convicts Felonies 

larcenv 198 23 221 

unsoecified felonv 67 6 73 

housebreaking_ burglarv 33 0 33 

street or highwav robberv 5 0 5 

stealing animals 12 0 12 

uttering false coin and notes committing fornerv 11 0 11 

false nretences defrauding. embezzling. extorting 10 1 11 

receiving stolen orooertv 10 0 10 

assault robberv. assault with intent to rob 6 0 6 

indecent acts unnatural crime 6 0 6 

murder. attemoted murder 2 0 2 

manslaughter accessorv to death 1 1 2 

oeriurv 1 0 1 

rane. attemoted raoe. indecent assault 1 0 1 

consoiring to take a vessel I 0 1 

being illegallv at large 1 0 1 

total 365 31 396 

There were even fewer committed when free. Of those convicts who 

eventually completed their terms of servitude, only sixty-one expirees committed 

felonies and only seventy-two felonies were committed by expirees. This was an 

71 During servitude the numbers of felonies by gender were: 231 males committed 3 65 felonies; and 
22 females committed 31 felonies. 
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exceptionally small number of felonies. 72 The types of offences and numbers of 

expirees involved are shown in Figure 27-10. 

Figure 27-10: Salford Hundred Expirees - Felonies Committed 

After Servitude in Van Diemen's Land 

Category of Felony Felonies by Felonies by Total 
Male Expirees Female Expirees Felonies 

larceny 27 3 30 

unsoecified felonv 11 2 13 

housebreakmg. burglary 11 0 11 

street or hi!!hwav robberv 4 0 4 

stealin!! animals 2 0 2 

uttering false coins notes orders forgerv 4 0 4 

false oretences defrauding. embezzling. extortrng 2 0 2 

receiving stolen orooertv 3 2 5 

assault. robberv. assault with intent to rob 0 0 0 

indecent acts. unnatural crime 0 0 0 

murder attemoted murder 1 0 1 

total 65 7 72 

This small number of felonies by Salford Hundred convicts was a remarkable 

result for a group of convicted felons who had been the worst behaved of7,763 

Salford Hundred citizens committed to trial at quarter sessions in Britain.73 If 

felonies in Van Diem en's Land were a test of whether the Salford Hundred convicts 

responded to their new penal, social and economic circumstances, then this outcome 

clearly demonstrated that their behaviour changed after arrival. 

This was a different situation from the view expressed by penal reformers in 

Britain that criminal offences were committed by convicts to an excess in Van 

Diemen's Land,74 and that in the colony there was a criminal community in which 

'convicts at large are collected in one place and form a numerous and powerful class -

a society of thieves'. 75 Archbishop Whately who had never been to Van Diemen' s 

Land and according to West 'reasoned from his closet'16 declared the colony 'a 

72 After servitude the numbers offelonies by gender were: 55 males committed 65 felonies and 6 
females committed 7 felonies. 
73 In addition there were exceptionally few minor offences against penal regulations by the Salford 
Hundred cohort when free. There were 106 offences recorded: 68 in the general community; and 38 in 
penal institutions at Point Puer and Port Arthur by expirees who had re-offended. See Annex EE for 
a table showing the numbers of offences against colonial regulations after being free by servitude 
74 Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth), p. xxii-xxviii; and 'Note (c) - Statistical 
Details, showing the Deterioration of Character caused by existing Circumstances, even in the Free 
Population', in Parliamentary Papers, Report on Convict Discipline 26 April 1838 (Maconochie), p. 
16. 
15 Whately, Thouffhts on Secondary Punishment, p. 154. 
76 West, The History of Tasmania, p. 442. 
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society in which depravity is the general rule'; 77 Lieutenant Colonel Henry Breton 

told Molesworth of the 'great deal of unnatural crime' in Hobart Town and of 

convict women 'as bad as it is possible for human beings to be';78 and the Reverend 

John Clay spoke of the existence of a general culture of moral infamy. 

Altogether it may be doubted whether in any community that ever existed the bestial 

and devilish elements of humanity were ever so fearfully developed as in New South 

Wales and Van Diemen's Land. One people there once was, which might have vied in 

sin with our Australian progeny, and that people God expunged from off the face of the 

earth by fire and brimstone.79 

In Van Diemen' s Land some free settlers who opposed transportation and 

other settlers who disliked Arthur promoted a view that there was serious 

indiscipline throughout Van Diemen's Land. For example William Bryan80 told Lord 

Glenelg that 'at Ross the greatest Disorder and the most lawless Conduct prevailed 

amongst the Convicts, and that the most alarming Insecurity of Person and Property 

existed throughout the Colony', a claim contradicted by others who said that there 

was 'complete and perfect security'. 81 Captain Maconochie who arrived in Van 

Diemen's Land on 6 January 1837 and within six months had prepared a 'Report on 

Convict Discipline', told Lord John Russell that he was 'strongly opposed to the 

present system' because it was 'strictly coerced, or slave labour'82 and that there was 

an excessive number of offences committed by convicts in Van Diemen' s Land. 83 

11 Whately, ThouKhts on Secondary Punishment, pp. 90 and 131. 
78 Parliamentary Papers, July 1837 Report (Molesworth), p. 148 and 155. See also Innes, 'The 
Convict System of Van Diemen's Land', pp. 431-449. 
79 Clay, The Prison Chaplain, p. 183. 
80 William Bryan was a wealthy settler, speculator and magistrate who in 1833 was accused of 
involvement in cattle stealing and of deputing a friend to challenge his accuser. A consequence of his 
disruptive behaviour was that Arthur removed him from the magistracy and recalled his assigned 
convict labourers. The reaction ofBryan and the subsequent turbulence his actions brought to Van 
Diemen's Land and Arthur's government are explained in West, The History of Tasmama, pp. 128-
134; Levy, Governor George Arthur, pp. 168-169; Shaw, Sir George Arthur Bart, pp. 162-164; and 
Robson, A History of Tasmama, pp. 296-300. 
81 Parliamentary Papers Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 1, Arthur to Franklin, pp. 
4 and 10; and Enclosure No 4, Extracts from The Hobart Town Courier of28th October 1836, pp. 
54-57. 
82 Maconochie to Russell 30 September 1837, in Parliamentary Papers, 'Report on the State of Prison 
Discipline in Van Diemen's Land, etc, by Captain Maconochie, Presented to Parliament by 
Command of Her Majesty, London, W Clowes and Sons, Stamford Street, for Her Majesty's 
Stationery Office, 1838', pp. 1-4, hereafter called Parliamentary Papers, Report on Prison Discipline 
1838 (Maconochie). Though he arrived in Van Diemen's Land on 6 January 1837 and in October 
1837 sent his reports to Sir George Grey at the Colonial Office and to Lord John Russell who was 
Secretary of State for Home Affairs, Maconochie believed that in this short period he had obtained 
sufficient knowledge of Arthur's system to be qualified to criticise it. Maconochie told Russell that 
his 'position as private secretary to the Lieutenant-Governor enables me to see more of the practical 
working of all the elements of society together in a short time than could otherwise come under my 
notice'. See also Clay, Maconochie 's Experiment, pp. 73-85. 
83 Parliamentary Papers, Report on Convict Discipline, 26 April 1838 (Maconochie), p. 16 
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These were mistaken and inaccurate descriptions of the general social and 

penal behaviour of Salford Hundred convicts in Van Diemen's Land. They were 

primarily the result of unyielding views of reformers in Britain who overstated 

colonial conditions to support their convictions that 'the punishment of 

transportation [was] eminently defective', 84 that it had failed 'as a deterrence' in 

Britain and that in Van Diemen's Land 'it did not reform but corrupted' .85 British 

reformers used exaggerated arguments to promote the alternative proposition of a 

separate system of imprisonment in penitentiaries in Britain. 86 Molesworth for 

example reported to Parliament that 'an excessive amount of crime was being 

committed in Van Diemen's Land' and supported his claim with two criminal returns 

- 15,182 colonial convictions in 1834 and 16,551in1837 - shown in Figure 27-11.87 

Figure 27-11: Molesworth's Calculations of Convictions in Van Diemen's Land 

Offence Convictions in Convictions in 
1834 1837 

felonv larcenv 1 924 1.716 

absconding 1 560 884 

insubordination 364 104 

absent without leave 1 304 1.352 

disobedience of orders 624 1.144 

drunkenness 3 120 4.576 

neglect of dutv 884 780 

insolence 624 780 

idleness 156 104 

misdemeanours 1 196 1 829 

oenal offences - colonial act 930 572 

assaults 728 526 

sureties of the oeace 260 364 

other 1.508 1.820 

total 15182 16.551 

84 Whately, ThouKhts on Secondary Punishment, p. 8. 
85 Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth), p. xii. 
86 Burt, Results of the System of Separate Confinement, pp. 1-4, Forsythe, 'Centralisation and Local 
Autonomy', pp. 330-331; Fry, A System of Penal Discipline, pp 18-21; and Chesterton, Revelations 
of Prison Life, pp. iv-v and 184-211 For an explanation of the ideological origins of the penitentiary 
and the theoretical thinking of reformers such as Howard, Bentham, Colquhoun and Chadwick which 
led to enthusiasm for imprisonment as a means of effective and useful punishment, see Ignatieff, A 
Just Measure of Pain, pp. 44-117; Hirst, Convict Society and its Enemies, pp. 11-14, McGowen, 
'The Well-Ordered Prison, pp. 71-98, Tobias, Nineteenth Century Crime, pp. 58-63; and 
Parliamentary Papers, September 1831 and June 1832 Reports (Davies). 
87 Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth), pp. xxiii-xxvii. The totals of 
Molesworth's offences - 15,340 in 1834 and 16,900 in 1837 - do not agree with totals in his tables. 



429 

Molesworth's claim was misleading.88 He failed to explain adequately that 

the proportion of serious crimes committed in Van Diemen' s Land was small when 

compared with the total number of offences. Of 15,182 convictions in 1834 only 

464 were for crimes which Molesworth himself called 'grave' and which were within 

the jurisdiction of the supreme court or quarter sessions. 89 This was 3.1 percent of 

all offences committed in Van Diemen's Land in 1834, the remaining 96.9 percent 

being for lesser offences against colonial regulations. Thus the great majority of 

colonial convictions used by his committee as a principal argument against 

transportation was for minor offences against penal regulations which would not 

have been crimes in Britain. 

These outcomes support one major conclusion - that as a result of the initial 

regulatory and instructive environments in gaols ships and hulks, and the subsequent 

structured process of discipline, assignment, recording and classification in a resolute 

penal system, the Salford Hundred convicts overwhelmingly responded to their penal 

circumstances in Van Diemen's Land and to a considerable degree, individual 

reformation followed. 

88 A great deal of comment by penal reformers in the early nineteenth century was overstated, 
mistaken or hearsay, for example Edward Gibbon Wakefield told Colonel Davies' s select committee 
on transportation that 'the captain of the transport had a direct interest in killing his prisoners, and the 
fact was that, as to the great number of ships, one third; as to a considerable number, a half, and as to 
some, two thirds of the prisoners died on passage' Parliamentary Papers, September 1831 Report 
(Davies), Questions 1573-1574, p. 111. 
89 Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth), pp. xxv-xxviii. Molesworth's grave 
crimes were: offences against the person - murder, cutting, piracy, carnally knowing, bestiality, 
highway robbery, bushranging and absconding, burglary, assault and misdemeanour; and against 
property without violence - arson, forgery, cattle, horse stealing, sheep stealing, perjury, libel and 
contempt, embezzlement, felony, receiving stolen goods, larceny and theft. 
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Chapter Twenty-Eight 

Conclusions 

Four substantial conclusions emerged from this examination of7,763 

committals to the Salford Hundred quarter sessions and 723 convict men and women 

transported to Van Diemen' s Land. First, there were two types of offenders at 

quarter sessions - working class men and women who in the main were 'accidental 

criminals' ,1 most subsequently sentenced to imprisonment but not transportation, 

and habitual criminals2 who were persistent or serious offenders and mostly 

transported. Second, women convicts were sentenced to transportation not because 

of their gender but because of their criminality. Third, there was less criminal 

behaviour in Van Diemen's Land than was commonly believed in Britain; and fourth, 

the transportation system in regard to Salford Hundred convicts was successful as a 

means of reformation. 

Types of offenders at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions 

Though there were 6,035 offenders tried at quarter sessions who were either 

punished by imprisonment or sentenced by other findings,3 their lawbreaking was of 

no great criminal significance. Most were occasional offenders - ordinary working

class men and women forced by social and economic conditions to steal small 

quantities of property of little value whenever an opportunity arose.4 Habitual 

criminals on the other hand were professional thieves who made a living from larceny 

or were persistent offenders or committed serious felonies. 5 

' 'Accidental criminals' were defined by Molesworth as offenders 'who have not made a trade in 
crime, but have been induced to commit crime, by the impulse of the moment, or by some accidental 
combination of circumstances, or by some all powerful temptation; and who in many cases be 
possessed of good moral feelings', in Parliamentary Papers, August 183 8 Report (Molesworth), pp. 
xix-xx. 
2 'Habitual criminals' were defined by Molesworth as 'regular offenders who lived by crime and could 
only be restrained from crime by fear', in Parliamentary Papers, August 183 8 Report (Molesworth), 
pp. xix-xx. 
3 Other findings at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions were: not guilty, discharged admitted 
evidence, no bill, bill cut, no prosecution, before acquitted, remanded to assizes, remanded sick or 
insane, remanded witness sick or insane, remanded next sessions, remanded until sureties found, 
remanded until his majesty's pleasure, indicted for felony, indicted for misdemeanour, respited, 
bailed, fined, traversed to next sessions, committed for want of sureties and recognisance to appear 
when called; LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, Salford Hundred quarter sessions 1828-1837. 
4 Arthur believed that throughout Britain this type of 'occasional' offender was a victim of 
circumstance rather than 'perversely wicked'; Arthur, Defence of Transportation, p. 61. 
5 Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth), pp. xix-xx. 
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When describing all transported convicts, Shaw, Clark and Robson called 

them a 'disreputable lot', 'thieves beyond doubt' with 'criminal attitudes so fixed in 

their characters that they were unreformable' .6 Some, added Shaw, may not have 

been 'professional criminals who hoped to earn their living exclusively by illegal 

means' but were 'perennially petty thieves ... willing to indulge in theft when 

opportunity offered'7 and 'ne'er-do-wells stimulated to crime by low wages, a bad 

poor law, bad living conditions, periodical unemployment, lack of education and non

existent family life'. 8 Others were described by the Schedvins as 'nomads' -vagrants 

aged between sixteen and twenty-five who originated in 'certain quarters' of 'moral 

contagion and pestilence', and wandered about the countryside stealing whenever an 

opportunity arose until they were eventually transported.9 Nicholas and Shergold 

argued that most convicts were 'ordinary British and Irish working class men and 

women [with] immediately useful skills' ,10 and Mollie Gillen called them 'raggle

taggle nobodies ... who walked the streets as idle and profligate persons' .11 

However, the Salford Hundred convicts transported to Van Diemen's Land 

were more criminal than these descriptions implied. They were not simply 

opportunistic petty thieves whose persistent minor criminality had inconvenienced 

other social classes, but were criminals of substance who were characterised by a high 

degree of serious or continuing lawbreaking. They were the worst behaved of all 

offenders who appeared at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions, and because of this 

were specifically selected for transportation during a gradual process of elimination. 

Of7,763 people committed to trial at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions between 

1828 and 1837, the judicial process eliminated 6,035 from the transportation system, 

eventually sentencing 1,728 (22.3 percent) to transportation and actually 

transporting 1,572 (20.2 percent). Of the 7,763 committals to the Salford Hundred 

quarter sessions 723 (9.3 percent) were sent to Van Diemen's Land. 

All the Salford Hundred felons sentenced to transportation were habitual 

criminals or had committed serious felonies - highway and street robberies, burglaries, 

6 Clark, 'The Origins of Convicts Part l ',pp. 125 and 131-132, Clark, 'The Origins of Convicts Part 
2', pp. 313-314 and 325-327; Shaw, 'The British Criminal and Transportation', pp. 31-32; Shaw, 
Convicts and the Colonies, p 240; and Robson, The Convict Settlers of Australia, pp 75-85 and 
145-147 
7 Shaw, 'The Convict Question', pp. 4-6. 
8 Shaw, ConvlCts and the Colonies, p. 164. 
9 Schedvin, 'The Nomadic Tribes of Urban Britain', pp. 260-269. 
10 Nicholas, 'Beyond Convict Workers?', pp. 3-4, and Nicholas, 'Understanding Convict Workers', p. 
100. 
11 M Gillen, 'His Majesty's Mercy', in Push, Number 29, 1991, quoted in Shaw, 'The Convict 
Question', pp. 5-6 
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housebreakings, violent offences against the person, receiving stolen property or 

embezzling large amounts of money or property. Some stole for no other reason 

than gratification of short-term greed; others were involved in crimes of ferocious 

brutality - they attacked and robbed men and women on the streets, in alleys, 

courtyards, public houses and inside dwelling houses, sometimes as opportunities 

arose, at other times in planned criminal acts conducted as a 'regular business'. They 

were representative of those of Britain's criminals described by Patrick Colquhoun as 

'hardened and irreclaimable thieves' from 'the more depraved parts of the 

community' ,12 by the Reverend Henry Bishop, a Commissioner of the Poor Law 

Enquiry, as 'the more daring of those who live by plunder',13 by the Reverend John 

Clay as 'worse than mere animal life',14 by James Mudie as 'exceedingly savage'15 and 

by Molesworth as the 'criminal population' of Britain, 

namely, regular thieves, pickpockets, burglars, and all persons who gain their 

livelihood by the repetition of offences, and who consequently have lost all feelings of 

moral aversion to crime. 16 

This perceived characteristic of 'incorrigible and habitual' criminality was also 

observed on arrival of convicts in Van Diemen's Land. In 1833 James Ross described 

them as 'the very worst from a mass of criminals . . . the very dregs of all offenders in 

England';11 in 1835 Arthur wrote that 'convicts who have been most generally 

actually transported, are those of the worst character', 18 telling Hay that 'there is 

scarcely a criminal who is sent out here who has not, by his own confession, in a 

rigid investigation which is instituted on the arrival of the convicts, been tried two, 

three, or four times'. 19 In 184 2 Adam Turnbull, the Colonial Treasurer and Chairman 

12 'Report from the Select Committee on the Laws relating to Penitentiary Houses (George Holford 
Esq) 27 June 1812', in Irish University Press Series of British Parliamentary Papers, Crime and 
Punishment, Transportation 1, 1810-1832, Shannon, Irish University Press Series, 1969, pp. 45 and 
53, hereafter called Parliamentary Papers, June 1812 Report (Holford). 
13 Parliamentary Papers, July 1837 Report (Molesworth), p. 156 
14 Clay, The Prison Chaplain, p. 555. 
15 Parliamentary Papers, July 1837 Report (Molesworth), pp. 38 and 96. Though Mudie was not a 
reliable witness, nevertheless he made his observations as a result of experiences involving convict 
men and women. 
16 Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth), pp xix-xxi. 
17 J Ross, An Essay on Prison Discipline: The Van Diemen 's Land Annual and Hobart Town 
Almanackfor the Year 1833, Hobart Town, James Ross, 1833, pp. 61-62 and 157, hereafter called 
Ross, An Essay on Prison Discipline. One reason why commentators claimed that Van Diemen's 
Land had the worst criminals was that between 1803 and 1821 it was used as a type of penal 
settlement for re-convicted felons from New South Wales; Madgwick, Immigration into Eastern 
Australia, pp. 61-62. 
18 Arthur, Defence of Transportation, pp. 119-120; and Arthur, Observations Upon Secondary 
Punishments, p. 8. The emphasis was by Arthur. 
19 Arthur to Hay, 9 February 1833; Public Records Office London, Colonial Office, CO 280/39, 
Tasmania: Original Correspondence, 1824-1900, p. 140, hereafter called PRO London, Arthur to 
Hay, 9 February 1833. 
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of the Board on Female Prison Discipline, reported that the House of Correction in 

Hobart 'was the receptacle for the worst characters from Great Britain, and the 

refuse of this Colony'. 20 

These observations were confirmed by examinations of convict offences. 

Salford Hundred men and women who were committed to trial for occasional 

offences occurring as a result of irresistible temptation or want or desperation were 

not sentenced to transportation. Habitual, persistent or serious criminals were 

readily identified at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions and were sentenced to 

transportation, almost all eventually becoming convicts in the penal colonies. 

Women convicts 

The second major conclusion was that women convicts were sentenced to 

transportation not because of their gender but because of their criminality, and were 

less likely to be actually transported than males. Some recent historians drew 

attention to misrepresentations in the history of convictism: that there was an 

archetypal criminal convict woman who was an unattractive, unmanageable, depraved 

and unrepentant whore; that convict women failed to contribute to the development 

of the penal colonies; that there was an association between criminality and 

prostitution;21 and that convict women were categorised firstly as prostitutes and 

secondly as workers. 22 There followed descriptions of convict women as victims of 

victims, sexual objects, a 'species of sub-humanity' caught in a 'pattern of 

oppression and exploitation' under the control of men and unable to escape their 

circumstances. 23 

However, in adjusting the gender imbalance there followed an inclination to 

ennoble the character of convict women and promote them as an ideal - wife, mother, 

20 AOT Hobart, CSO 22/50, pp. 326-327 
21 Oxley, Convict Maids; Robinson, The Women of Botany Bay, Oxley, 'Female Convicts'; Oxley, 
'Representing Convicts'; Daniels, Convict Women, Damousi, Depraved and Disorderly, Dixson, The 
Real Matilda; Robinson, The Hatch and Brood of Time; Ryan, 'The Governed'; Lake, 'Convict 
Women as Objects ofMale Vision'; Damousi, 'What punishment will be sufficient for these 
rebellious hussies'; Reid, 'Contumacious, Ungovernable and Incorrigible'; Reid, 'The Convict 
Women of Van Diemen's Land'; Summers, Damned Whores and God's Police; Daniels, So Much 
Hard Work, and Sturma, 'Eye of the Beholder'. 
22 Robinson, The Women of Botany Bay, pp. 65-66, 240-243 and 218-21; Oxley, Convict Maids, pp 
1and125; Daniels, Convict Women, pp. 55-56, Lake, 'Convict Women as Objects of Male Vision', 
pp. 45-47; and Nicholas, 'Beyond Convict Workers?', pp. 3-4. 
23 Dixson, The Real Matilda, p. 123; Reid, 'The Convict Women of Van Diemen's Land', Daniels, 
So Much Hard Work, pp 24-25, Lake, 'Convict Women as Objects of Male Vision', p. 48; and 
Summers, Damned Whores and God's Police, p 320. 
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worker and creator of colonial social and economic stability. In doing this, women's 

criminal characteristics were sometimes lost, sometimes understated and sometimes 

insufficiently identified. To a great degree the excesses of their criminal behaviour in 

Britain were neglected and their misbehaviour in Van Diemen's Land underestimated. 

Of 1,566 women committed to trial at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions, 

249 were sentenced to transportation. 24 They were identified as the worst behaved 

of all women tried at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions. Some were 'degraded, 

vicious and depraved', others violent, most lived by crime or used crime as a source 

of by-employment, and all who were transported had committed serious criminal 

offences or were persistent lawbreakers. Their behaviour was so excessive as to 

exclude them from any description of innocence. They were sentenced to 

transportation as a consequence of their criminality. 

In addition women convicts were transported at a lesser rate than men. 

Males made up 79. 8 percent of all committals to the Salford Hundred quarter 

sessions, increasing to 85.6 percent of those sentenced to transportation and to 86.9 

percent of convicts actually transported to Van Diemen's Land. The opposite 

pattern occurred for female convicts. Women made up 20.2 percent of all 

committals, reducing to 14.4 percent of offenders sentenced to transportation and 

13 .1 percent of convicts actually transported. There was no pattern of excessive 

transportation of females from the Salford Hundred. 

In Van Diemen's Land, the Salford Hundred convict-women's penal 

experiences were not fundamentally different from men's. Their recorded 

misbehaviour (like men's) was mostly the consequence of unreliable and haphazard 

behaviour which resulted in a great deal of minor offending against penal regulations. 

They were prosecuted and punished for the same types of offences as male convicts. 

An examination of women's offences recorded in conduct registers disclosed no 

evidence of a deliberate official policy to organise Salford Hundred women as sexual 

beings 'to keep men quiescent' 25 or to force them to resort to prostitution as a means 

of survival. 26 Though there were many examples of sexual activity by women 

convicts, in almost all cases this behaviour was identified as 'illicit', was regarded as a 

24 Very few of the Salford Hundred women who were prosecuted were actually transported. Of the 
1,566 women to appear at quarter sessions only 249 (15.9 percent) were sentenced to transportation 
and of these, 95 (6.1 percent) were actually transported to Van Diemen's Land. 
25 Summers, Damned Whores and God's Police, pp 314 and 332. See also Dixson, The Real 
Matilda, pp. 119-122; and Rees, The Floatinf( Brothel. 
26 Dixson, The Real Matilda, pp. 135 and 139; and Ryan, 'The Governed', pp. 37 and 51. 
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penal offence and was tried and punished by magistrates. Thirty-seven Salford 

Hundred convict women were charged at least once with offences related to sexual 

behaviour.21 

The proposition that convict women were trained and practised in a range of 

domestic skills and as a result might have been specifically chosen in Britain for their 

value as potential workers in the penal colonies was not shown by the experiences of 

Salford Hundred convict women. During their servitude in Van Diemen's Land the 

general behaviour of most did not indicate a distinct competence in the domestic 

work skills required by their assignments, nor did it demonstrate personal attributes 

of reliability, stability and application to work which would have resulted from any 

occupational training in the Salford Hundred prior to transportation. The frequency 

of drunkenness, absence, misconduct, inappropriate or irregular behaviour, work 

neglect, threatening language to masters and mistresses, quarrelling, improper 

associations inside the household with men from outside, disobedience, disorderly 

conduct and insubordination indicated a lack of competency in the work skills 

required of women in domestic labour. 

Overall, the recorded experiences of Salford Hundred convict women in 

Britain and in Van Diemen's Land contradicted any proposition that the main 

purpose of female transportation was for the sexual relief of males or that they were 

disproportionately selected for transportation or that they were selected specifically 

for valuable domestic work skills which would be useful in the penal colonies. The 

major principle on which the sentencing of Salford Hundred convicts was based was 

the same as that for males - excessive criminal behaviour in Britain. 

Criminal behaviour by convicts in Van Diemen's Land 

The third major conclusion was that there was less criminal behaviour in Van 

Diemen's Land than was commonly believed in Britain. Arthur had a profound 

awareness of convict circumstances. Between 1824 and 1836 he was a relentless 

27 Specific examples of charges against women convicts for offences of a sexual nature were· found in 
a disorderly house in the company of men; secreting a man in her room; in bed with a man; found in 
bed in Captain Kelsall' s servant's room; having a man in her room; found by her master in an 
indecent situation with his men, being secreted on the government brig, Tamar, for an improper 
purpose; found in bed in the men's huts at night; keeping a disorderly house, allowing a number of 
soldiers to have connexion with her; allowing indecent liberties to be taken with her; and in the case 
of 164 Sarah Robinson, Westmoreland (2), 4 July 1836, 'August 1842 having been recently confined 
of twins and having on her own confession repeatedly kept up an illicit intercourse with William 
Howard for several years to be deprived of ticket of leave and to go to house of correction' 
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supervisor of the penal system in Van Diemen's Land, and in the course of daily 

administration accumulated a well-founded knowledge of the condition of colonial 

society and the conduct of its prisoners. As a result he spoke with authority when 

he protested that Whately, Molesworth, Maconochie and other reformers were 

greatly mistaken if they thought Van Diemen's Land was little more than 'a 

community of felons', that 'atrocious crimes' were frequent or that 'an excessive 

amount of crime was being committed' .28 

Felonies were an indication of serious criminality and Salford Hundred 

convicts committed remarkably few - 396 during servitude and seventy-two after. In 

addition only 106 minor offences against regulations were committed by Salford 

Hundred convicts after being free by servitude - sixty-eight in the general community 

and thirty-eight by re-offenders imprisoned in penal institutions at Point Puer and 

Port Arthur. This was an exceptionally small number for a cohort of 723 convicts 

during a twenty-two year period. It was an indication that generally the Salford 

Hundred convicts responded to the penal system to such an extent that when free 

almost every expiree was law abiding. 

Though there were strongly-held beliefs in Britain that the nature of Van 

Diemen's Land's convicts was one of 'monstrous and depraved' criminality, there 

was also a belief that they were not 'irredeemable'. Peter Gaskell, the Manchester 

surgeon, said that the 'lowest class' could be 'converted into respectable, and even 

handsome families' by a 'change of condition, better food, better clothing, better 

housing, constant cleanliness, mental cultivation, and force of example'. 29 The 

Reverend Henry Phibbs Fry, Rector of Saint George's in Hobart, asked rhetorically 

why Van Diemen's Land was generally a calm and ordered 'religious community' if 

transported convicts were believed to be so 'corrupt, depraved and demoralised' as 

to be hopelessly unreformable. The habits of the people, he said, 

are fonned by the circumstances in which they are placed, and the same convicts, who, 

in England, would be discharged from prison again and again, to a repetition of crime, 

sent out to this country, enter upon a new life of industry and hope.30 

In 1833 in answer to Archbishop Whately's criticisms of transportation as a 

means of secondary punishment, Arthur argued that in the different circumstances of 

28 Arthur, Observations Upon Secondary Punishment, p 23; Arthur, Defence of Transportation, pp. 
92-94, Parliamentary Papers, August 1838 Report (Molesworth), p. xxiii, and Parliamentary Papers, 
Report on Convict Discipline, 26 April 1838 (Maconochie), pp. 14-17. 
29 Gaskell, Artisans and Machinery, pp. 81-82 and 195 
3° Fry, A Letter to the Householders of Hobarton, pp. 9-13. 
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Van Diemen' s Land convicts could be 'redeemed' as a result of their total exclusion 

from a criminal environment in Britain, by separation from criminal associates in Van 

Diemen's Land through assignment, and by the moral and religious example of 

colonial settler masters. As early as May 1828 Arthur was able to tell Huskisson: 

The discipline of the convicts was greatly improved, and consequently crime manifestly 

decreased In the towns there was no instance of a burglary being committed, which is 

the most practical proof that could possibly be afforded of the great improvement in the 

general character of the prisoners.31 

In 184 2 upon being asked by the board examining discipline in the female 

factory whether he thought the behaviour of convict women generally improved after 

arrival, Lieutenant William Gunn replied:32 

I consider that many of them improve after their arrival here especially if they get into a 

good service, in which case they generally get married within two or three years and 

frequently tum [out] extremely well. I have no doubt that many women have reformed 

out here who never would have done so had they remained in Britain among their old 

associates. 33 

Not only was there less criminal misbehaviour in Van Diemen's Land than 

claimed by reformers in Britain but also the convict community was described by 

contemporary observers as calm and law abiding. Property was safe; families lived 

without fear; the high population of convicts, expirees and emancipists had not 

created a degraded and threatening society; there was a condition of 'social and moral 

propriety' ;34 life and property were secure;35 there were few disturbances on the 

streets; farmers' property and machinery were left in the open unguarded;36 females 

could walk alone safely; 'men slept with their doors unlocked and their windows 

unfastened';31 and 'the colony could be traversed from one end to the other, by day 

or night, with the most perfect safety'. 38 After a visit to Van Diemen' s Land, the 

Reverend John Dunmore Lang said he was impressed by the public and private 

31 Arthur to Huskisson, Despatch Number 34, 1 May 1828, HRA Resumed Series III, p. 299 The 
emphasis was by Arthur. See also Arthur, Observations Upon Secondary Punishment, pp. 23-26. 
32 Gunn was superintendent of the male house of correction and the female factory between 183 9 and 
1840. 
33 AOT Hobart, CSO 22/50, pp 343-344 
34 Arthur, Observations Upon Secondary Punishment, pp 23 and 26; and Fry, A Letter to the 
Householders of Hobarton, pp 9-11 
35 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, Enclosure No 3, 'Address presented by the Members of 
the Legislative Council to Lieutenant Governor Arthur, dated 13th August 1836; and his Excellency's 
Reply. Printed 8th June 1837', p. 52, hereafter called Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 
Enclosure No 3; and K Fitzpatrick, Sir John Franklin in Tasmania 1837-1843, Carlton, Melbourne 
University Press, 1949, p. 14, hereafter called Fitzpatrick, Sir John Franklin. 
36 Fry, A Letter to the Householders qf Hoba11on, pp. 6-10. 
37 West, The History of Tasmania, pp. 367-368. 
38 Evidence by Arthur to the Molesworth Committee on 27 June 1839, in Parliamentary Papers, 
August 1838 Report (Molesworth), pp. 291-293. 
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behaviour of convicts. 39 The Reverend William Bedford, senior chaplain in Van 

Diemen's Land, told Lord Mahon that he 'never saw a more hospitable or kinder race 

of people in my life ... a very moral people';4° Fry told his Hobart Town 

congregation that compared with Britain 'here in Van Diemen's Land everything is 

reversed, honesty and industry are more profitable than vice';41 and in January 1830 

Augustus Prinsep wrote that the presence of convicts was commonplace within the 

community, that they moved with regularity in the townships and throughout the 

countryside, and in doing so were no threat to the security of settlers or the general 

population. It is strange, he wrote, 

to be in a country of thieves at all, but still stranger to be there without any fear of 

having your pocket picked! Such is the admirable arrangement of the present 

government. 42 

At the same time he was moved to comment that it was 'impossible to speak 

or to think [about convicts] without feelings of distress', observing that in Van 

Diemen' s Land there existed a pleasant and secure social condition. -

I enjoyed a thousand English associations as we walked up the high Street - carts and 

cottages, ships and shops, girls in their pattens, boys playing at marbles; above all, the 

rosy countenances, and, chubby cheeks, and English voices. 43 

These contemporary observations that there was an orderly society in which 

colonial communities were safe and secure, where few felonies occurred, and that this 

stable condition was the result of the colonial government's 'admirable control and 

management of the convict population', were correct.44 However, the most 

influential factor was the positive response of convicts themselves to their changed 

social, penal, economic and cultural circumstances, a condition which was made clear 

by the behaviour of the Salford Hundred convict cohort after arrival in Van Diemen's 

Land. 

Transportation was a successful means of reformation 

The final conclusion was that transportation was successful as a means of 

reformation for Salford Hundred convicts. Three conditions indicated a distinct 

39 D Baker, Days of Wrath: A Life of John Dunmore Lang, Carlton, Melbourne University Press, 
1985, p. 56, hereafter called Baker, Days qf Wrath. 
40 The Times, Wednesday 24 March 1841 
41 Fry, A Letter to the Householders qf Hobarton, pp 9-11. 
42 Prinsep, The Journal of a Voya!(e from Calcutta to Van Diemen 's Land, p. 63. 
43 Prinsep, TheJournalqfa Voya!(efrom Calcutta to VanDiemen'sLand, p. 51. 
44 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, Enclosure No 3, p. 52. 
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change in behaviour. 45 First, there was a continuous reduction in the numbers of 

offences committed as convicts progressed through servitude; second, there were 

official aclmowledgements of consistent good behaviour by early release of convicts 

from se1 v ilu<le, by issues of tickets of leave and by grants of conditional pardons; 

and finally, there were remarkably few entries in conduct registers for felonies and 

offences against colonial regulations by Salford Hundred expirees. 

There was a continuous reduction in the numbers of offences as convicts 

progressed through servitude - the longer they served the less likely they were to 

offend. This pattern of progressive change in behaviour is demonstrated by the 

calculations in Figure 28-1 and illustrated by the charts in Figures 28-2 to 28-4. 

Figure 28-1: Salford Hundred Convicts - Numbers of Offences Committed 

in Van Diem en's Land by Years of Servitude 

Years in Offences by Offences by Offences by Life Total offences 
servitude Seven-Year Fourteen-Year Convicts (67) 

Convicts (454) Convicts (202) 

1 343 178 29 550 

2 911 348 106 1.365 

3 864 411 100 1 375 

4 780 371 108 1.259 

5 642 308 85 1 035 

6 579 247 82 908 

7 379 210 75 664 

8 148 202 53 403 

9 87 199 44 330 

10 47 177 53 277 

11 42 118 33 193 

12 14 85 41 140 

13 8 86 29 123 

14 16 42 19 77 

15 6 18 9 33 

16 2 5 7 14 

17 0 7 2 9 

18-24 0 1 7 8 

total offences 4.868 3.013 882 8.763 

45 This conclusion relates to 'reformation' which was one of three major elements of the transportation 
system. The other two were punishment and deterrence from crime in Britain which are dealt with in 
Chapters Twenty-Four and Twenty-Six. 
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Figure 28-2: Salford Hundred Convicts - Number of Offences in Van Diemen's Land 

by Convicts Sentenced to Seven Years' Transportation by Years of Servitude•' 
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Figure 28-3: Salford Hundred Convicts - Number of Offences in Van Diemen's Land 

by Convicts Sentenced to Fourteen Years' Transportation by Years of Servitude47 
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46 Some seven-year terms of transportation were extended by additional years of imprisonment for 
misbehaviour in Van Diemen' s Land. 
47 Some fourteen-year terms of transportation were extended by additional years of imprisonment for 
misbehaviour in Van Diemen's Land. 
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Figure 28-4: Salford Hundred Convicts - Number of Offences in Van Diemen's Land 

by Convicts Sentenced to Transportation for Life by Years of Servitude 
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If reformation can be measured by a progressive improvement in general 

behaviour, then this steady decline in numbers of offences is a strong indication that 

the Salford Hundred convicts responded to their penal circumstances in Van 

Diemen's Land. 

Maconochie believed that this decline in offending as convicts proceeded 

through servitude was the result of acquired experience in avoiding detection and 

concealing unlawful activities. He told Lord John Russell : 

a careless fellow, however good his disposition and intentions, especially if he has had 

an indifferent master, may have a long list against him, while a thorough villain, more 

happily circumstanced, or, perhaps, from the very power of deception which his practice 

of villainy gives him, may have few or none. 48 

Maconochie made this observation after being in Van Diemen' s Land for only 

six months and before he had acquired sufficient experience to justify such a 

conclusive judgement. He was mistaken in describing the continuing reduction in 

offending as the result of individual acts of subterfuge or deceit. The pattern of a 

steady decline in offending was a characteristic of the general behaviour of Salford 

Hundred convicts and occurred over many years. It could not be described 

48 Maconochie to Russell 30 September 1837, 'Summary of Papers on Convict Discipline, sent home 
by Captain Maconochie, RN' , in Parliamentary Papers, Report on Prison Discipline 1838 
(Maconochie), p. 5. 
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accurately as deceit by individual convicts in the short term. A more likely 

explanation was that Arthur's penal system gradually took effect - convicts learned 

as time passed that co-operation and good behaviour brought reward, promotion and 

in<lulgtmces, and that misbehaviour and lack of co-operation resulted in penalties, 

degradation, punishment, demotion and coercion. 

A second indication of reformation was early release from servitude and the 

granting of tickets of leave and conditional pardons. These were rewards for 

consistent good behaviour and self-improvement.49 Convict registers recorded 

felonies and offences against colonial regulations but did not show the progress of 

personal behaviour, attitude and co-operation, nor did they disclose subsequent 

colonial experiences. Maconochie argued that this penal system of recording and 

classification was an inadequate method of judging results. He told Lord John 

Russell: 

The record kept of prisoners' conduct only embraces offences; no official notice being 

taken of good ordinary behaviour, as diligence, sobriety, obedience, honesty, fidelity, 

zeal, or the like; and thus, as only that appears which has drawn down magisterial 

censure .. 50 

This accusation was partly correct. Good behaviour was automatically taken 

49 Another indulgence was the free transportation ofa convict's family to Van Diemen's Land. 
William Clarke was the only Salford Hundred applicant. Public Record Office London, Colonial 
Office, CO 280/41and280/51, Correspondence Tasmania: Original Correspondence, Secretary of 
State, despatches 1830-1852, AJCP Reel 254, p 208 and Reel 260, p. 267; Public Record Office 
London, Colonial Office, GO 26/3, Governor's Office Records: despatches received from the Under 
Secretary of State, 1818-1836, AJCP Reel 260, p. 83; and C Mesecke, Convict Applications to bring 
out families to Van Diemen 's Land, Hobart, Tasmanian Family History Society Inc Hobart Branch, 
2001, p. 17. Clarke's master, William Roberts of Broad Marsh, certified that Clarke had 'the means 
of supporting his wife and family on their arrival in this Island, and [would] be no expense on the 
government'. Arthur recommended approval by the Colonial Secretary because of 'the character of the 
applicant being good'. The scarcity of such indulgences does not reflect on the overall behaviour of 
Salford Hundred convicts because this indulgence depended on personal application. See also 
Robson, A History of Tasmania, p. 195; and A McKay, (ed)Journals of the Land Commissioners 
for Van Diemen 's Land 1826-28, Hobart, University of Tasmania and Tasmanian Historical Research 
Association, 1962, pp. 34-35, hereafter called McKay, Journals of the Land Commissioners. For 
stealing a hat and twopence in a highway robbery, William Clarke was sentenced to fourteen years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Cumberland, from 19 May 1831 to 14 July 1831, and 
sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Lord Lyndoch {I) in July 1831. LRO Preston, calendars of 
liberates, quarter sessions 11 April 1831; PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT 
Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/7, 1318 William Clarke, Lord Lyndoch {I), 18 
November 1831. Clarke was a textile labourer who sometimes worked as a spinner with his wife at 
20 Foundry Street, Manchester. He had been convicted before three times: highway robbery and 
imprisoned for three months; street robbery and imprisoned for six months; and disorderly conduct 
and fined 5/- His conduct in gaol was indifferent, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In 
Van Diemen's Land he committed 13 offences against colonial regulations including 5 for absconding 
and absence; and 1 felony for which 'in the absence of legal proof he was sentenced to 6 months' 
hard labour in a road party. He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1843 and a free certificate in 1848. 
50 Maconochie to Russell 30 September 1837, 'Summary of Papers on Convict Discipline, sent home 
by Captain Maconochie, RN', in Parliamentary Papers, Report on Prison Discipline 1838 
(Maconochie), p. 5. 
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into account by Arthur's classification system and was rewarded by indulgences and 

promotions. In turn these rewards encouraged convicts to further good behaviour 

and over time was a successful means of reformation. 

One indulgence was early release from servitude. There were a number of 

examples. William Shannon had been convicted and imprisoned four times in 

Manchester for housebreaking, theft and vagrancy. After arrival in Van Diemen's 

Land he committed two minor offences during his first seven years of servitude. In 

1838 as a result of consistent good behaviour 'Lieutenant-Governor Franklin was 

pleased to grant him permission to proceed to Port Phillip'. Shannon was released 

from servitude in Van Diemen' s Land after serving eight years of a fourteen-year 

sentence. 51 

James Gosling was a housebreaker and thief from Manchester. He arrived in 

Van Diemen's Land in December 1835 and was assigned as a servant to Alfred 

Stephen, the Attorney General. During his first four years Gosling committed no 

offences and as a consequence of his 'good conduct and character' was released from 

servitude on 25 April 1839, and allowed to accompany Stephen as a personal servant 

to Sydney in the barque, Medway. 52 Gosling had completed only four years of a life 

sentence. 53 

Some Salford Hundred convicts demonstrated a sense of community 

responsibility by meritorious acts which were to some extent indicative of 

reformation. John Atkinson was assigned to Thomas Stanfield at Green Point, 

51 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 26 April 1830. For breaking into a dwelling 
house and stealing a box, William Shannon was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Leviathan, from 3 June 1830 to 5 October 1830, and sailed to Van Diemen's 
Land in the John I (3) in October 1830. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT 
Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/39, 1276 William Shannon, John I (3), 28 January 
1831 Shannon was a textile labourer and fustian shearer from Longford, Ireland. He had been 
convicted before five times: attempting felony; stealing leather and imprisoned for six months; and 
twice for vagrancy and imprisoned for one and three months. His conduct in gaol was good, in the 
hulk good and in the ship unknown In Van Diemen's Land he committed 2 offences against 
colonial regulations: drunkenness and work neglect - 'as sub overseer not reporting previous 
irregularities of the sawyers' for which he was dismissed as overseer. He was granted a free pardon on 
30 May 1838. 
52 West, The History of Tasmania, p. 597. Stephen resigned as Attorney General of Van Diemen's 
Land in early 1838 and in 1839 sailed to New South Wales where he was appointed a judge. 
53 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 13 April 183 5. For breaking into a dwelling 
house and stealing a purse and £45, James Gosling was sentenced to transportation for life, was 
imprisoned in the hulk, Fortitude, from 15 May 1835 to 21 August 1835, and sailed to Van 
Diemen' s Land in the Layton II (I) in August 1835. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; 
and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/16, 1132 James Gosling Layton II (I}, 10 
December 1835. Gosling was a seventeen-year-old labourer from Manchester. He had been convicted 
before of a robbery. His conduct in gaol was good, in the hulk bad and in the ship good. In Van 
Diemen's Land he committed no offences and was released to New South Wales on 25 April 1839. 
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Bridgewater, and William Jarvis at nearby New Norfolk. On 30 July 1840 he 'saved 

the life of Mrs Rayner of Hamilton who may have drowned in the Derwent'. As a 

result of this meritorious act and his general application to work and good behaviour, 

Atkinson was granted a conditional pardon after serving eleven years of a fourteen

year sentence. s4 Samuel Joynson was a brick maker, pickpocket and habitual 

housebreaker from Salford. In Van Diemen' s Land in August 1841 he 'saved a child 

from drowning', a meritorious act which Lieutenant-Governor Franklin recorded in 

his 'favour'. For this praiseworthy act and for continuous good conduct, Joynson 

was granted a conditional pardon after serving nine years of a fourteen-year 

sentence.ss James Lidster was an embezzler from Manchester who committed no 

offences during servitude in Van Diemen's Land and was given a veiy strong 

'recommendation in his favour' by Lieutenant-Governor Denison for 'his devotion 

on the occasion of putting out a fire in the premises of Mr Harrison'. Lidster was 

released early from servitude by the grant of a conditional pardon on I July 1842 

after only four and a half years of a seven-year sentence.56 

54 William Rayner had been the commissariat store keeper and also held farming land near Hamilton 
on the Upper Derwent; McKay, Journals of the Land Commissioners. pp. 36, 65 and 109-11 LRO 
Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 3 June 1833. For housebreaking and stealing a hat 
and a handkerchief, John Atkinson was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in 
the hulk, York, from 27 June 1833 to 29 July 1833, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the John I 
(5) in August 1833. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 
18, Con 23 and Con 31/2, 597 John Atkinson, John! (5), 1December1833. Atkinson was a farm 
labourer from County Derry, Ireland. He had been convicted before for assault and imprisoned for 
one month. His conduct in gaol was good, in the hulk good and in the ship unknown. In Van 
Diemen's Land he committed 9 offences against colonial regulations including 'striking the overseer 
with a stick' for which he was punished with 50 lashes. During servitude he was punished with 3 
months' hard labour, 18 days in solitary confinement and 136 lashes He was granted a conditional 
pardon on 14 January 1845. 
55 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 29 August 1836. For stealing money from 
the person, Samuel Joynson was sentenced to fourteen years' transportation, was imprisoned in the 
hulk, Fortitude, from October 1836 to 22 May 1837, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the 
Recovery (4) in May 1837. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 
14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/25, 1018 Samuel Joynson, Recovery (4), 8 October 1837. Joynson 
was a labourer and brick maker from Salford. He had been convicted before twice: housebreaking and 
imprisoned for twelve months; and again for housebreaking. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the 
hulk orderly and in the ship orderly. In Van Diemen's Land he committed 4 offences against colonial 
regulations including 2 for absconding and 2 for drunkenness; and 1 felony - receiving unlawful coin 
for which he was imprisoned for 1 month with hard labour. During servitude he was punished with 3 
hours in the stocks, 1 month's hard labour, 20 days on the treadwheel, 10 days in solitary 
confinement and 36 lashes He was granted a ticket ofleave in 1844 and a conditional pardon in 
1845. 
56 LRO Preston, calendars ofliberates, quarter sessions 3 July 1837. For embezzling £23.7.0, James 
Lidster was sentenced to seven years' transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Justina, from 
August 1837 to 27 October 1837, and sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Moffatt (3) in November 
1837. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, HO 11 and HO 27; and AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 
and Con 31/25, 1125 James Lidster Moffatt (3), 23 January 1838. Lidster was a commercial traveller 
and clerk form Derbyshire In his gaol report he was described as a 'vagabond' though there was no 
record of previous convictions His conduct in gaol was good, in the hulk good and in the ship 
good. In Van Diemen's Land he committed no offences. He was granted a conditional pardon on 1 
July 1842 
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Another indulgence which identified improvement in behaviour was the issue 

of tickets of leave. The numbers of Salford Hundred convicts granted tickets are 

shown in Figure 28-5 and illustrated in Figure 28-6. 

Figure 28-5: Salford Hundred Convicts - Grants of Tickets of Leave by Years in Servitude 
1828-1852 

Years of Convicts sentenced to Convicts sentenced to Convicts sentenced Total 
servitude seven years' fourteen years' to transportation 

transportation (454) transportation (202) for life (67) 

2 1 0 0 1 

3 1 0 0 1 

4 19 I 1 2 1 

5 85 5 2 92 

6 74 10 0 84 

7 28 47 1 76 

8 12 41 9 62 

9 3 22 18 43 

10 2 7 12 21 

11 2 3 6 11 

12 0 10 0 10 

13 2 4 0 6 

14-17 2 1 1 4 

total 231 151 50 432 

Figure 28-6: Salford Hundred Convicts - Grants of Tickets of Leave by Years in Servitude 
1828-1852 
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Tickets of leave were important identifiers of good behaviour. They were not 

a right and could only be claimed by a convict if he was eligible by time in servitude 

and by consistent good behaviour. They were issued to convicts sentenced to seven 

years' transp01iation after four y~ars in servitude, to fourteen-year convicts after six 

years, and to life convicts after eight years. 57 Arthur believed the ticket had to be 

earned. He strictly controlled their issue58 
- between 1834 and 183 7 he refused more 

than one half of applications. 59 

Arthur approved 10,232 tickets in a convict population ranging from 6,144 in 

1824 to 16,954 in 1835.60 Generally, according to Forsyth, they were issued to about 

ten in 100 of the convict population annually61 though during Arthur's administration 

the proportion varied from a low of two per 100 in 1824 to a high of seven in 1835.62 

Forsyth's conclusion that because 'the volume ofreform thus rewarded' was not 

considerable63 there was therefore not a great deal of improvement in convict refonn. 

This mistakes volume for value. It does not take into account Arthur's policy of 

strict control which indicated a substantial application to reform by those convicts 

who received them. 64 

Shaw calculated that by 183 7 a quarter of all convicts had tickets of leave and 

by 1839 about one-third. 65 The issue to Salford Hundred convicts was higher. Two

thirds (64.8 percent) received their tickets during servitude, an indication of 

consistent satisfactory behaviour by a great majority of Salford Hundred convicts as 

they progressed through the penal system. 

A conditional pardon was an indulgence of more importance than a ticket of 

leave. Pardons were issued for good behaviour or meritorious conduct before a 

prisoner's term of servitude had expired, and were regarded by governors as an 

important element in the 'official road to rehabilitation'. A pardon was a desirable 

57 Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System, p. 77. 
58 Evidence by Arthur to the Molesworth Committee on 27 June 1839, in Parliamentary Papers, 
August 183 8 Report (Molesworth), pp xvii and 279-281; and Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, pp. 
230-231. 
59 Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, p, 230. See also Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System, 
pp. 77, 79 and 142-143. 
00 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 2, p. 45. Arthur issued 
9,678 tickets to males and 554 to females in a convict population ranging from 5,700 males and 444 
females in 1824 to 14,903 males and 2,051 females in 1835. 
61 Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System, pp 104 and 161. 
62 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 2, p 45. 
63 Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Penal System, p. 161. 
64 Evidence by Arthur to the Molesworth Committee on 27 June 1839, in Parliamentary Papers, 
August 1838 Report (Molesworth), pp. xvii and 279-281; Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, pp. 
230-23, and Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System, pp. 77, 79 and 142-143. 
65 Shaw, Convicts and the Colomes, p 230. 
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indulgence because it gave convicts the same status as free colonial citizens without 

restrictions such as those imposed on ticket-of-leave holders. 66 Between 1836 and 

1852, 118 conditional pardons were granted to Salford Hundred convicts. The 

numbers of pardons by yt:ais uf issue are given in Figure 28-7. 

Figure 28-7: Salford Hundred Convicts - Grants of Conditional Pardons 

by Years in Servitude 1828-1850 

Year Male Convicts Female Convicts Total Convicts 
Granted Granted Granted 

Conditional Conditional Conditional 
Pardons Pardons Pardons 

1836-40 9 1 10 

1841 12 4 16 

1842 22 1 23 

1843 13 3 16 

1844 3 0 3 

1845 19 0 19 

1846 9 4 13 

1847 13 1 14 

1848 2 1 3 

1849 - 52 1 0 1 

total 103 15 118 

Pardons were usually associated with long-term prisoners though twenty 

conditional pardons were given to Salford Hundred convicts sentenced to seven 

years' transportation. 67 Sixty-nine were granted to the 202 Salford Hundred convicts 

sentenced to fourteen-years' transportation, and twenty-nine to the sixty-seven 

transported for life. This means that nearly four out of every ten long-term Salford 

Hundred convicts were pardoned. 

Arthur used conditional pardons as a reward for good behaviour in the same 

way that he used punishment as a discouragement to bad behaviour. Between 1824 

and 1835 he granted 4,198 'free and conditional pardons' 68 to a convict population 

66 Shaw, Convicts and the Colonies, p 82; and Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System, pp. 77, 
81 and 104. A convict could be granted an absolute pardon or a conditional pardon. An absolute 
pardon was irrevocable - it returned the convict to the status of free man. A conditional pardon gave 
convicts the same status as free colonial citizens but they could be re-committed to their original 
servitude if they offended feloniously. 
67 There was no identifiable pattern to the granting of conditional pardons to seven-year convicts. 
Two pardons were granted for meritorious conduct, the others as a result of applications to the 
lieutenant-governor by individual convicts for consistent good conduct. 
68 Between 1824 and 1835 Arthur granted absolute and conditional pardons to 4,040 males and 158 
females; Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 2, p 45. The term 
'free pardon' refers to absolute pardons. See also Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System, pp. 
77, 81and161; and West, The History of Tasmania, pp. 380-382. 
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ranging from 6,144 in 1824 to 16,954 in 1835. According to Forsyth they were 

issued to about five in 100 of the convict population annually69 though during 

Arthur's administration the proportion varied from a low of three per 100 in 1824 to 

a high of five in 1835.70 The granting of 118 pardons to Salford Hundred convicts 

therefore was at the same rate as those issued to the convict population as a whole. 

The third indication that transportation was a successful means of 

reformation was the remarkably good conduct by Salford Hundred expirees. 11 Of the 

ninety-five Salford Hundred convict women who were originally transported to Van 

Diemen's Land, ten died prior to being free, six were recorded as committing felonies 

after being free, and no significant misbehaviour was recorded against the remaining 

seventy-nine (83.2 percent of all women in the original cohort) after they were free. 

Of the original 628 Salford Hundred male convicts transported to Van 

Diemen's Land, forty-seven failed to survive their terms of servitude, fifty-five 

committed felonies72 and nothing significant was recorded against the other 526 (83.7 

percent of all men in the original cohort) after they were free. Thus, of the cohort of 

Salford Hundred convicts who were transported to Van Diemen's Land more than 

eight out often did not re-offend after they were free but became law-abiding citizens 

and merged into the colonial community.73 This lawful behaviour was a convincing 

69 Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Convict System, p 161. 
10 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure No 2, p 45. 
71 There were few entries in Salford Hundred convict conduct registers after 1850. Mary Ann Lee was 
recorded on 21March1853 as being 'in gaol in Launceston' for an unknown offence, (AOT Hobart, 
Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/5, 128 Mary Ann Lee, William Bryan, 23 October 1833); and Rachael 
Beckett as having died in Hobart on 4 March 1870 and an 'inquest was held on the body at Hobart on 
14 July 1870 - verdict died from natural causes', (AOT Hobart, Con 15, Con 19 and Con 40/6, 332 
Rachael Beckett, Arab II, 25 April 1836). Sixty-nine-year-old John Taylor was recorded on 3 March 
1877 as having been 'idle and disorderly in the township of Green Ponds' and was sentenced to two 
months' hard labour (AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/43, 834 John Taylor, John 
Barry (3), 11 August 1834). On 31 August 1862 Mr George Edward of8 Alma Terrace, Knutford, 
Manchester, enquired of the whereabouts of convict Thomas Hazlehurst (AOT Hobart, Con 14, Con 
18, Con 23 and Con 31/21, 2087 Thomas Hazlehurst, LordLyndoch (3), 20 August 1836) 
Allowing for some discrepancies in the maintenance of convict records, the generally accepted view is 
that when there were no further entries in a convict's conduct register after completion of the original 
term of servitude, or the recording of a free certificate or conditional pardon, then that convict 
committed no more offences in Van Diemen's Land; discussions with the Senior Archivist, Archives 
Office of Tasmania, 1999. 
72 Of the fifty-five Salford Hundred convicts who committed felonies, eleven had death sentences 
recorded by the supreme court (five being executed), twelve were sentenced to transportation to 
Norfolk Island and the remainder were imprisoned in Port Arthur. 
73 See also Robinson, The Hatch and Brood of Time, p. 95 for behavioural changes in convict 
women after arrival in New South Wales. Forsyth's argument that this was achieved by coercion, 
'terror', the lash, 'extreme vigilance' and rigorous policing is an inadequate explanation for the 
startling change in behaviour by Salford Hundred convicts, as was his use ofMaconochie's 
observation that convicts 'feigned reform', Forsyth, Governor Arthur's Penal System, pp. 150-151 
and 157-161. See also Maconochie to Russell, in 'Parliamentary Papers, Report on Prison Discipline 
1838 (Maconochie), p. 5. 
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indication of the success of transportation and the penal system as a means of 

refonnation for Salford Hundred convicts. 

A few did not refonn, their colonial criminal behaviour indicating that they 

were unable to adjust to penal conditions and failed to respond to the expectations of 

a free community. Edward Breen74 for example was a fourteen-year-old brick 

maker's boy and habitual thief from Manchester, transported for stealing calico. In 

Van Diemen's Land between January 1830 and July 1833 he absconded on five 

occasions, committed larceny twice and was punished with seven additional years, 

thirty months' hard labour and 150 lashes. In July 1833 when 'illegally at large' 

from the hulk chain gang, he stole three silk handkerchiefs from Mr Seal's shop in 

Elizabeth Street, 'forced an entry into James Frost's dwelling house' and stole 

property, took Samuel Clark's ferry boat, broke into Robert Hatch's dwelling, put 

'Robert and Mary Hatch in fear', stole wearing apparel to the value of £5, and broke 

into Thomas Spencer's dwelling house and stole various articles. When commenting 

on Breen's behaviour, the editor of The Colonist called him an 'out and outer who 

cannot be too severely disciplined'. 75 Breen was sentenced by the supreme court to 

be hanged. 

On receiving the sentence, he [Breen] thanked the judge, in an impudent contemptuous 

manner, and displayed throughout his trial symptoms of hardihood and bravado.76 

Despite misbehaviour by 'out and outers' like Breen, there was remarkably 

little serious crime by Salford Hundred convicts in Van Diemen's Land. The number 

of capital offences was insignificant- the supreme court punished only twenty. This 

was .2 per cent of all offences committed by Salford Hundred convicts in Van 

74 LRO Preston, calendars of liberates, quarter sessions 4 May 1829, and The Colonist, 13 August 
1833. For stealing ten yards of calico cloth, Edward Breen was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation, was imprisoned in the hulk, Euryalus, from 11 June 1829 to 10 August 1829, and 
sailed to Van Diemen's Land in the Prince Regent (4) in August 1829. PRO London, HO 8, HO 9, 
HO 11 and HO 27, and AOT Hobart, SC 32/2 and 32/3, Con 14, Con 18, Con 23 and Con 31/4, 
1244 Edward Breen, Prince Regent (4), 10 January 1830. Breen was a fourteen-year-old brick 
maker's boy whose native place was Ireland. He had been convicted before three times· stealing a 
shirt and imprisoned for three months, stealing dumb bells and imprisoned for fourteen days; and 
imprisoned for an unknown felony. His conduct in gaol was bad, in the hulk good and in the ship 
unknown In Van Diemen's Land he committed 8 offences against colonial regulations for which he 
was punished with 25 additional years, 30 months' hard labour and 150 lashes. On arrival in January 
1830 Breen was assigned as a shepherd boy to Mr Rumney Between July and September he 
absconded twice and was punished with 25 lashes and six month's hard labour in chains. Between 
April and July 1833 he absconded three times from a road party, was given 125 lashes, sentenced to 
an additional two years' hard labour in chains and sent to the hulk chain gang. In August and 
September 1833 he was tried by the Supreme Court, Hobart, for larceny. Death was recorded but was 
remitted to seven years' transportation. On 23 December 1833 he was transported to Norfolk Island 
in the John. 
75 The Colonist, 13 August 1833, p 4 
76 The Colonist, 13 August 1833, p 4; and and AOT Hobart, SC 32/2 and 32/3. 
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Diemen's Land between 1828 and 1850,77 an outcome which indicated a profound 

change in the habits of the great majority of the Salford Hundred convicts. 

These three indicators of consistent good behaviour - the continuous 

reduction in the numbers of offences against colonial regulations; the issues of tickets 

of leave and grants of conditional pardons; and the handful of felonies committed 

during and after servitude - were significant evidence of remarkable behavioural 

improvement by convicts who had been the most hardened and persistent offenders 

tried at the Salford Hundred quarter sessions between 1828 and 1837. 

An overwhelming majority of Salford Hundred convicts responded positively 

to their penal circumstances. This was the result of initial regulatory and instructive 

environments in gaols, hulks and ships, the structured process of discipline, 

assignment, recording and classification in a resolute penal system, and the beneficent 

penal, social and economic conditions which provided support, supervision, security, 

shelter, sustenance and hope in Van Diemen' s Land. 78 The experiences of Salford 

Hundred convicts after leaving Britain demonstrated that they were capable of 

reformation and that given the opportunity they could contribute to their own 

rehabilitation. When free by servitude almost all were absorbed into the Tasmanian 

community where they committed no further offences. 

77 The sentencing for 20 capital offences were: 11 to death (5 executed and 6 commuted - 3 
transported to Norfolk Island and 3 imprisoned at Port Arthur) and nine transported to Norfolk Island. 
78 An examination of reform of convicts by re-integration into society, see J Braithwaite, 'Crime in a 
Convict Republic', in The Modem Law Review, Volume 64, Number 1, January 2001, pp. 11, 25-
26, 41 and 49. 
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Appendix Three - Annexes 

Annex A (refers to Chapter Five, p. 49) 

Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Prosecutions and Convictions 1794-18391 

Males Females Misdm Total Males Females Misdm Total 
Prosecuted Prosecuted Prosecuted Prosecuted Convicted Convicted Convicted Convicted 

92 41 17 150 62 17 12 91 
57 43 20 120 41 33 8 82 
92 48 37 177 60 26 13 99 
91 62 54 207 54 38 7 99 

117 55 83 255 74 36 30 140 
102 58 172 332 64 34 43 141 
164 93 184 441 97 64 44 205 
190 72 190 452 131 55 63 249 
128 66 86 280 85 52 83 220 
133 67 111 311 98 51 45 194 
97 55 92 244 63 33 36 132 
80 63 109 252 60 42 36 138 
80 37 137 254 58 29 55 142 
76 57 175 308 58 43 55 156 

105 69 67 241 67 54 54 175 
123 70 48 241 92 52 43 187 
114 64 55 233 92 54 48 194 
145 67 64 276 121 56 63 240 
160 97 45 302 114 62 41 217 
194 106 65 365 147 88 60 295 
208 112 93 413 157 85 75 317 
254 110 133 497 194 101 126 421 
322 94 136 552 266 84 129 479 
581 149 128 858 482 135 121 738 
553 150 111 814 503 138 101 742 
545 167 126 838 498 160 116 774 
589 136 181 906 537 122 164 823 
587 107 84 778 532 94 76 702 
579 129 99 807 530 123 88 741 
538 130 103 771 472 113 98 683 
647 176 95 918 583 158 75 816 
677 223 93 993 589 212 65 866 
755 158 109 1 022 672 148 96 916 
710 176 97 983 606 142 74 822 
594 154 113 861 531 123 97 751 
720 163 115 998 631 142 97 870 
599 151 92 842 509 119 80 708 
709 174 117 1.000 595 138 103 836 
759 159 188 1.106 664 147 157 968 
660 175 100 935 558 115 97 770 
754 195 163 1112 644 171 137 952 
723 213 123 1059 608 187 73 868 
680 234 117 1,031 572 203 96 871 
915 253 145 1313 785 214 119 1.118 
846 246 145 1.237 732 215 118 1.065 
844 246 172 1 262 679 193 117 989 

'Adapted from LRO Preston, 'A Correct Statement of the Number of Prisoners Tried and Convicted 
at the New Bailey Court-House, Salford, in the years 1794-1839'. 'Misdm' means misdemeanour. 



Age in Male 
Years 

9 1 

10 3 

11 15 

12 32 

13 26 

14 42 

15 44 

16 76 

17 132 

18 157 

19 172 

20 137 

21 122 

22 84 

23 96 

24 88 

25 60 

26 45 

27 47 

28 44 

29 36 

30 34 

31 20 

32 36 

33 28 

34 26 

35 44 

36 33 

37 25 

38 20 

39 20 

40 20 
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Annex B (refers to Chapter Eight, p. 81) 

Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Ages of Offenders 1835-1837 

Female Total Age in Male 
Years 

0 1 41 17 

2 5 42 18 

0 15 43 7 

2 34 44 17 

0 26 45 25 

5 47 46 11 

11 55 47 11 

19 95 48 8 

29 161 49 14 

32 189 50 16 

35 207 51 7 

34 171 52 8 

21 143 53 4 

29 113 54 4 

25 121 55 8 

38 126 56 5 

23 83 57 7 

18 63 58 5 

19 66 59 7 

18 62 60 5 

13 49 61 2 

18 52 62 5 

12 32 63 7 

11 47 64 2 

8 36 65 2 

5 31 66 0 

9 53 67 2 

8 41 68 2 

2 27 69 0 

11 31 70 1 

9 29 71 1 

19 39 total 1.993 

Female Total 

6 23 

4 22 

1 8 

6 23 

3 28 

8 19 

3 14 

3 11 

8 22 

8 24 

1 8 

4 12 

2 6 

1 5 

4 12 

4 9 

1 8 

0 5 

1 8 

0 5 

1 3 

1 6 

1 8 

0 2 

1 3 

0 0 

1 3 

0 2 

1 1 

0 1 

0 1 

559 2 552 



Place Name 

Ackrington 

Amsworth 

Ard wick 

Ashton 

Asoull 

Atherton 

Barton 

Birtle 

Blackbum 

Blakelev 

Blackrod 

Blatchinworth 

Bolton 

Bradford 

Bradshaw 

Breightmet 

Broughton 

Buma!!e 

Burv 

Butterworth 

Castleton 

Chadderton 

Cheetham 

Chorlton 

Clifton 

Cliviger 

Collvhurst 
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Annex C (refers to Chapter Eight, p. 85) 

Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Places Where Offences Were Committed 1828-1837 - Part 1 

Male Female Total Place Name Male Female 

3 0 3 Cromoton 31 I 

8 0 8 Crumosall 3 0 

17 1 18 Denton 8 1 

220 50 270 Didsburv 0 1 

3 0 3 Drovlsden 7 0 

1 0 1 Dudlev 1 0 

37 5 42 Eccles 1 1 

3 0 3 Edgeworth 4 0 

I 0 1 Elton 7 3 

8 0 8 Entwisle I 0 

7 1 8 Farnworth 1 2 

11 0 11 Failsworth 11 0 

395 80 475 Flixton 1 0 

1 0 l Gorton 3 0 

8 0 8 Harourhev 8 l 

7 0 7 Halliwell 10 0 

15 3 18 Harwood 3 0 

4 0 4 Heaton 70 11 

145 29 174 Heao 35 2 

12 0 12 Hevwood 4 0 

66 18 84 Hindlev 0 1 

22 1 23 Hollin wood 1 0 

29 6 35 Hoo wood 9 0 

40 11 51 Horwich 7 0 

6 1 7 Hulme 52 4 

1 0 1 Hulton 9 0 

1 0 1 

Total 

32 

3 

9 

1 

7 

1 

2 

4 

10 

1 

3 

11 

1 

3 

9 

10 

3 

81 

37 

4 

1 

1 

9 

7 

56 

9 
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Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Places Where Offences Were Committed 1828-1837 - Part 2 

Place Name Male Female Total Place Name Male Female Total 

Kerslev 12 3 15 Rochdale 61 10 71 

LeaLeigh 2 0 2 Rovton 22 1 23 

Levenshulme 5 1 6 Rumworth 4 0 4 

Lever 10 1 11 Rushulme 4 0 4 

Liveroool 1 3 4 Salford 153 31 184 

Loxtock 1 0 I Sharoles 4 0 4 

Manchester 3 940 1 168 5 108 Sootland 52 8 60 

Medlock Vale 1 0 I Stalv Bridge 9 6 15 

Middleton 19 1 20 Stockoort 1 0 1 

Moss Side 1 0 1 Stretford 5 0 5 

Moston 1 0 1 Swinton 1 0 1 

Newchurch 1 0 1 Thornham 2 0 2 

Newton 18 0 18 Tonge 15 1 16 

Oldham 192 54 246 Tottington 23 4 27 

Ooenshaw 11 0 11 Todmorden 19 0 19 

Outwood 0 1 1 Turton 7 3 10 

Pilkington 37 6 43 Unsworth 3 0 3 

Pilsworth 1 0 1 Walmerslev 10 1 11 

Pendleburv 8 2 10 W ardleworth 86 22 108 

Pendleton 23 1 24 Westhoughton 13 1 14 

Pennington 2 0 2 Whittle 2 0 2 

Prestwich 12 0 12 Withington 6 1 7 

Radcliffe 9 0 9 Worslev 13 0 13 

Reddish 7 1 8 Wuerdle 10 1 11 

total 6197 1566 7763 
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Annex D (refers to Chapter Eight, p. 87) 

Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Specific Sentencing 1828-1837 

Sentence Male Female Total Percent of All 
Offenders Offenders Offenders Offenders 

(7,763) 

transportation for 7 vears 944 155 1 099 14.2 

transportation for 14 vears 412 82 494 6.4 

transportation for life 123 12 135 1.7 

imonsoned for 3 vears 0 1 1 0.01 

imonsoned for 2 vears 54 16 70 0.9 

imorisoned for 18 months 27 3 30 0.4 

imurisoned for 14 months I 0 I 0.01 

imorisoned for I vear 398 119 517 6.7 

imonsoned for 9 months 40 13 53 0.7 

imprisoned for 8 months 2 0 2 0.02 

imonsoned for 6 months 941 284 1225 15.8 

imorisoned for 5 months 2 0 2 0.02 

imorisoned for 4 months 380 149 529 6.8 

imprisoned for 3 months 976 272 1248 16.I 

imprisoned for 2 months 532 156 688 8.9 

imonsoned for 6 weeks 20 7 27 0.3 

imorisoned for 1 month 621 114 735 9.5 

imprisoned for 3 weeks 4 0 4 0 04 

imurisoned for 14 davs 243 50 293 3.8 

imorisoned for 10 davs 2 0 2 0.02 

imorisoned for 7 davs 52 4 56 0.7 

imorisoned for 1 to 6 davs 21 5 26 0.3 

not _guiltv 250 73 323 4.2 

dischar_ged admitted evidence 1 1 2 0.02 

dischar_ged no bill 5 6 11 0.1 

dischar_ged bill cut 24 15 39 0.5 

dischar_ged no prosecution 41 22 63 0.8 

dischar_ged before acauitted 0 1 I 0.01 

remanded to assizes 1 0 1 0.01 

remanded sick or insane 1 2 3 0.03 

remanded witness sick or insane 4 0 4 0 05 

remanded next sessions 9 1 10 0.1 

remanded until sureties found 28 0 28 0.4 

remanded until HM's Pleasure 1 0 1 0.01 

indicted for felonv 6 1 7 0.1 

indicted for m1sdemeanour 5 1 6 0.1 

respited to next sessions 7 0 7 0.1 

bailed 1 0 1 0.01 

fined 10 1 11 0.1 

traversed to next sessions 5 0 5 0.1 

committed for want of sureties 1 0 1 0.01 

recoPnizance to annear when called 2 0 2 0 02 

total 6,197 1,566 7,763 100.0 
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Annex E (refers to Chapter Nine, p. 98) 

Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Specific Sentencing 

for Stealing Wearing Apparel 1828-1837 

Sentence Total Males Females 
Involved Involved 

transportation for 7 vears 287 248 39 

transportation for 14 vears 121 113 8 

transportation for life 18 17 1 

imnrisoned for 2 vears 6 4 2 

imprisoned for 18 months 2 0 2 

imprisoned for 12 months 82 55 27 

imnrisoned for 9 months 10 8 2 

imnrisoned for 6 months 300 211 89 

imprisoned for 5 months 1 1 0 

imprisoned for 4 months 121 70 51 

imnrisoned for 3 months 364 258 106 

imprisoned for 2 months 197 142 55 

imprisoned for 6 weeks 10 8 2 

imprisoned for 1 month 254 199 55 

imprisoned for 14 davs 95 77 18 

imnrisoned for 7 davs 16 15 1 

imprisoned for 4 davs 2 2 0 

imprisoned for 3 davs 2 2 0 

imnrisoned for I dav 1 1 0 

not guiltv 76 54 22 

dischareed bill cut 4 1 3 

remanded witness sick or insane I 1 0 

remanded to next sessions 1 1 0 

fined 3 2 1 

total 1.974 1490 484 
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Annex F (refers to Chapter Ten, p. 140) 

Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Specific Sentencing 

for Stealing Property 1828-1837 

Sentence Committals Males Females 
Involvell Involved 

transportation for 7 vears 258 244 14 

transoortation for 14 vears 96 89 7 

transportat10n for hfe 22 22 0 

1morisoned for 3 vears 1 0 1 

imprisoned for 2 vears 3 3 0 

imprisoned for 18 months 6 6 0 

imorisoned for 12 months 75 64 11 

imprisoned for 9 months 10 8 2 

imprisoned for 6 months 283 246 37 

imonsoned for 5 months 0 0 0 

imorisoned for 4 months 147 121 26 

imprisoned for 3 months 335 287 48 

imorisoned for 2 months 176 144 32 

imprisoned for 6 weeks 4 3 1 

imprisoned for 1 month 264 234 30 

imorisoned for 21 davs 1 1 0 

unprisoned for 14 davs 100 88 12 

imorisoned for 10 davs 2 2 0 

imprisoned for 7 davs 25 23 2 

imprisoned for 5 davs 1 1 0 

imorisoned for 4 davs 2 1 1 

imprisoned for 3 davs 4 4 0 

imorisoned for 2 davs 1 1 0 

imorisoned for 1 dav 4 3 1 

not guiltv 75 61 14 

discharged admitted evidence 1 0 1 

discharned no bill 1 1 0 

discharged bill cut 10 8 2 

remanded witness sick or msane 1 1 0 

remanded to next sessions 4 4 0 

indicted for misdemeanour 2 2 0 

fined 4 4 0 

total 1.918 1676 242 
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Annex G (Refers to Chapter Eleven, p. 154) 

Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Specific Sentencing 

for Stealing Money 1828-1837 

Sentence Offenders Male Female 

transoortation for 7 years 135 98 37 

transportation for 14 years 59 40 19 

transoortation for life 17 14 3 

imprisoned for 2 years 13 9 4 

imorisoned for 18 months 5 5 0 

imprisoned for 12 months 110 71 39 

imprisoned for 9 months 8 7 1 

imorisoned for 6 months 182 136 46 

imorisoned for 4 months 51 31 20 

imprisoned for 3 months 112 86 26 

imorisoned for 2 months 51 38 13 

imorisoned for 6 weeks 2 2 0 

imprisoned for 1 month 38 36 2 

imorisoned for 14 days 13 8 5 

imprisoned for 7 davs 4 4 0 

imprisoned for 3 davs 5 4 1 

not gui}tv 59 46 13 

discharged bill cut 12 6 6 

discharn:ed no prosecution 5 4 1 

discharged witness sick or insane 1 1 0 

remanded to assizes 1 1 0 

remanded next sessions 1 0 1 

indicted for felonv 1 1 0 

total 885 648 237 
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Annex H (Refers to Chapter Twelve, p. 168) 

Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Specific Sentencing 

for Stealing Cloth 1828-1837 

Sentence Total Male Female 

transportation for 7 vears 136 119 17 

transportation for 14 vears 48 39 9 

transoortation for life 13 13 0 

imprisoned for 2 vears 2 2 0 

imorisoned for 18 months 3 3 0 

imorisoned for 12 months 44 29 15 

imprisoned for 9 months 3 0 3 

imorisoned for 8 months 1 1 0 

imorisoned for 6 months 116 82 34 

imorisoned for 4 months 59 38 21 

imprisoned for 3 months 116 90 26 

imorisoned for 2 months 54 32 22 

imorisoned for 6 weeks 2 1 1 

imprisoned for 1 month 39 30 9 

imorisoned for 14 davs 21 11 10 

imprisoned for 7 davs 2 1 1 

imorisoned for 2 davs 1 0 1 

not guiltv 29 28 1 

discharged no bill 1 I 0 

discharged bill cut 1 I 0 

discharged sick or insane 1 1 0 

indicted for misdemeanour I 1 0 

total 693 523 170 
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Annex J (Refers to Chapter Thirteen, p. 192) 

Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Specific Sentencing 

for Stealing from the Person 1828-1837 

Sentence Total Males Females 
Involved Involved 

transoortation for 7 vears 110 77 33 

transportation for 14 vears 96 68 28 

transoortation for life 25 17 8 

imprisoned for 2 vears 2 2 0 

imorisoned for 14 months 1 1 0 

imprisoned for 12 months 42 34 8 

imprisoned for 9 months 5 2 3 

imprisoned for 6 months 106 67 39 

1morisoned for 4 months 38 25 13 

imorisoned for 3 months 92 55 37 

imprisoned for 2 months 49 33 16 

imonsoned for 6 weeks 3 2 1 

imorisoned for 1 month 14 12 2 

imorisoned for 14 davs 13 13 0 

imorisoned for 7 davs 2 2 0 

imprisoned for 3 davs 1 I 0 

not euiltv 20 12 8 

discharged btll cut 8 4 4 

discharged before acouitted 1 0 1 

remanded sick or insane 1 0 1 

remanded witness sick or insane 1 1 0 

remanded to next sessions 2 2 0 

fined 1 1 0 

total 633 431 202 
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Annex K (Refers to Chapter Fourteen, p. 202) 

Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Specific Sentencing 

for Stealing Food 1828-1837 

Sentence Male Female Total Percent of 
Food 

Offenders 
(373) 

transportation for 7 vears 50 3 53 14.2 

transnortat1on for 14 vears 12 3 14 3.8 

transportation for hfe 3 0 3 0.8 

imprisoned for 2 vears 1 1 2 0.5 

imprisoned for 18 months 1 0 1 0.3 

imprisoned for 1 vear 15 1 16 4.3 

imnrisoned for 6 months 39 5 44 11.8 

imprisoned for 4 months 17 2 19 5.1 

imprisoned for 3 months 53 9 62 16 6 

imnrisoned for 2 months 35 9 44 11.8 

imprisoned for 6 weeks 2 1 3 0.8 

imprisoned for 1 month 48 7 55 14.7 

imnrisoned for 14 davs 28 5 33 8.8 

imprisoned for 7 davs 3 0 3 0.8 

not !ruil tv 14 0 14 3.7 

discharged bill cut 4 0 4 1.1 

mdicted for misdemeanour 0 1 1 0.3 

respited to next sessions 1 0 1 03 

fined 1 0 1 0.3 

total 327 46 373 100.0 

Percent of 
All 

Offenders 
(7,763) 

14.2 

6.4 

1.7 

0.9 

0.4 

6.7 

15.8 

6.8 

16.l 

8.9 

0.3 

9.5 

38 

0.7 

4.2 

0.5 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1 
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Annex L (Refers to Chapter Fifteen, p. 214) 

Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Specific Sentencing 

for Receiving Stolen Property 1828-1837 

Sentence Male Female Total Percent of 
Receiving 
Offenders 

(262) 

transoortation for 7 vears 17 11 28 10.7 

transoortation for 14 vears 17 9 26 9.9 

transoortat10n for life 4 0 4 1.5 

imorisoned for 2 vears 5 6 11 42 

imprisoned for 18 months 3 1 4 1.5 

imorisoned for 1 vear 18 13 31 11.8 

imorisoned for 9 months 1 2 3 1.1 

imprisoned for 6 months 19 22 41 15.6 

imorisoned for 4 months 9 12 21 8.1 

imorisoned for 3 months 20 16 36 13.7 

imprisoned for 2 months 16 8 24 9.2 

imorisoned for 1 month 4 5 9 3.4 

imorisoned for 14 davs 1 0 1 0.4 

imorisoned for 1 to 6 davs 1 1 2 0.8 

not guiltv 8 13 21 8.1 

total 143 119 262 100.0 

Annex M (Refers to Chapter Sixteen, p. 226) 

Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Ages of Assault Offenders 1835-1837 

Percent of 
All 

Offenders 
(7,763) 

14.2 

6.4 

1.7 

09 

0.4 

6.7 

0.7 

15.8 

6.8 

16.1 

8.9 

9.5 

3.8 

03 

4.2 

Ae:e Offenders Ae:e Offenders 

14 1 27 5 

16 2 28 2 

17 2 30 1 

18 2 31 1 

19 7 33 2 

20 10 34 2 

21 6 35 2 

22 6 36 2 

23 7 39 2 

24 10 40 2 

25 2 42 2 

26 3 44 1 

total 82 
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Annex N (Refers to Chapter Sixteen, p. 227) 

Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Specific Sentencing of Assault Offenders 1828-1837 

Sentence Male Female Total 

transportation for 7 vears 11 11 

transportat10n for 14 vears 4 4 

transportation for life 2 2 

imnrisoned for 2 vears 7 7 

imprisoned for 18 months 7 7 

imorisoned for 1 vear 43 1 44 

imorisoned for 9 months 6 6 

imprisoned for 6 months 36 36 

imorisoned for 5 months 1 1 

imorisoned for 4 months 22 1 23 

imprisoned for 3 months 34 34 

imprisoned for 2 months 20 20 

imprisoned for 1 month 12 12 

imprisoned for 14 davs 2 2 

not 1miltv 6 6 

discharged no bill 1 1 

discharged no prosecution 16 1 17 

resPited to next sessions 2 2 

bailed 1 1 

fined 2 2 

traversed to next sessions 4 4 

reco!!llizance to annear when called 2 2 

total 241 3 244 
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Annex 0 (Refers to Chapter Seventeen, p. 233) 

Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Specific Sentencing 

of Embezzling and False Pretences Offenders 1828-1837 

Sentence Male Female Total 

transportation for 7 vears 22 1 23 

transoortation for 14 vears 2 0 2 

transportation for life 0 0 0 

imnrisoned for 2 vears 3 0 3 

imprisoned for 18 months 1 0 1 

imprisoned for 1 vear 31 3 34 

imorisoned for 9 months 3 0 3 

imorisoned for 6 months 32 2 34 

imorisoned for 4 months 20 1 21 

imnrisoned for 3 months 40 3 43 

imprisoned for 2 months 28 1 29 

imprisoned for 6 weeks 0 1 1 

imorisoned for 1 month 11 2 13 

imprisoned for 3 weeks 1 0 1 

imprisoned for 14 davs 3 0 3 

not guiltv 9 0 9 

discharged no prosecution 7 1 8 

remanded sick or msane 0 1 1 

remanded next sessions 1 0 1 

indicted for felonv 3 1 4 

indicted for misdemeanour 2 0 2 

respited to next sessions 2 0 2 

traversed to next sessions 1 0 1 

total 222 17 239 
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Annex P (Refers to Chapter Seventeen, p. 235) 

Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Ages 

of Embezzling and False Pretences Offenders 1835-1837 

Age Males Females Total 

14 2 2 

15 2 2 

18 2 2 

19 2 2 

20 5 5 

21 2 2 

22 1 1 

23 3 3 

24 2 2 

25 3 1 4 

27 4 4 

28 5 5 

30 2 1 3 

31 1 1 2 

32 1 1 

33 4 4 

34 2 2 

35 3 3 

36 2 2 

37 3 3 

38 1 I 

39 I I 

40 2 I 3 

42 1 I 

45 3 3 

46 2 2 

49 1 1 

53 I 1 

54 1 1 

56 1 1 

57 1 I 

59 2 1 3 

63 1 I 

total 66 8 74 
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Annex Q (Refers to Chapter Eighteen, p. 242) 

Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Specific Sentencing Stealing Livestock 1828-1837 

Sentence Total Male Female 

transoortation for 7 vears 24 24 

transoortation for 14 vears 5 5 

transoortation for life 10 10 

imorisoned for 2 vears 2 1 

imorisoned for 12 months 6 6 

imnrisoned for 9 months 4 4 

imorisoned for 6 months 41 41 

imorisoned for 4 months 13 13 

imnrisoned for 3 months 35 35 

imorisoned for 2 months 38 38 

imorisoned for 6 weeks 1 1 

imprisoned for 1 month 32 31 

imnrisoned for 3 weeks 2 2 

imorisoned for 14 davs 12 12 

imnrisoned for 7 davs 4 4 

not guiltv 9 9 

total 238 236 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 
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12 
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16 
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18 
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20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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Annex R (Refers to Chapter Eighteen, p. 243) 

Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions 

Ages of Livestock Offenders 1835-1837 

Number of Age 
Offenders 

1 27 

2 30 

4 32 

2 34 

3 35 

7 39 

8 40 

4 42 

5 45 

6 46 

2 52 

4 53 

2 54 

4 57 

Number of 
Offenders 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

26 3 total 74 

Annex S (Refers to Chapter Nineteen, p. 263) 

Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions - Specific Sentencing 

for Breaking and Entering 1828-1837 

Sentence Dwelling Commercial Shop 
House House 

transportation for 7 vears 6 20 

transportation for 14 vears 3 16 

transportation for life 6 12 

imprisoned for 2 vears 5 3 

imonsoned for 18 months 1 

imorisoned for 1 vear 10 12 

imorisoned for 6 months 2 11 

imprisoned for 4 months 2 7 

imorisoned for 3 months 2 10 

imorisoned for 2 months 2 1 

imprisoned for 6 weeks 1 

imprisoned for 1 month 

not guiltv 2 

d1scharned no nrosecution 1 

total 42 93 

6 

3 

3 

1 

2 

7 

5 

3 

2 

32 
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Annex T (Refers to Chapter Twenty-Five, p. 352) 

Salford Hundred Convicts - Comparison of Female Rates of Offending in Britain 

Number of Percent of Salford Percent of Salford Percent of Salford Oxley's Percent of 
Offences Hundred convict Hundred convict Hundred convict all transported 

Committed women transported women transported women transported women who 
in Britain to VDL who were to VDL who had to VDL who had not committed offences 
including recorded as having been convicted been convicted in Britain 

transported committed offences before before 
offence in Britain 

1 17.7 0.0 32 1 65.3 

2 21 9 37 1 17.9 28.1 

3 32.3 37.1 28 6 5.7 

4 11.4 14.3 7.1 1.6 

5 9.4 8.6 10.7 03 

6 4.2 2.9 00 0.2 

7-12 3.1 00 3.6 0.7 

100.0 100.0 100.0 101.9 

Annex U (Refers to Chapter Twenty-Five, p. 353) 

Ages of Salford Hundred Convicts Transported to Van Diemen's Land 1828-1837 

Age in Male Female Total Agein Male Female Total 
Years Years 

12 1 0 1 39 4 1 5 
13 3 0 3 40 3 3 6 
14 4 1 5 41 1 0 1 
15 20 0 20 42 4 0 4 
16 24 1 25 43 1 0 1 
17 20 2 22 44 2 1 3 
18 45 1 46 45 2 1 3 
19 46 16 62 46 2 l 3 
20 74 8 82 47 3 1 4 
21 51 8 59 48 2 0 2 
22 55 6 61 49 2 0 2 
23 48 2 50 50 0 1 1 
24 36 7 43 51 2 0 2 
25 26 7 33 52 1 0 1 
26 19 4 23 53 5 0 5 
27 19 2 21 54 2 0 2 
28 10 4 14 55 1 0 1 
29 13 6 19 56 0 0 0 
30 13 5 18 57 1 0 1 
31 11 1 12 58 0 0 0 
32 7 0 7 59 0 0 0 
33 7 1 8 60 0 0 0 
34 9 0 9 61 0 0 0 
35 11 1 12 62 0 0 0 
36 7 1 8 63 1 0 1 
37 6 1 7 64 1 0 1 
38 3 1 4 total 628 95 723 
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Annex V (Refers to Chapter Twenty-Five, p. 355) 

Salford Hundred Convicts - Comparison of Male Age Groupings 

with Robson's Calculations of Male Transported Convicts (1)2 

Age Groups Salford Hundred Percent of Robson's Percent of 
Male Convicts Salford Hundred Transported Robson's 
Transported to Male Convicts Male Convicts Transported 

VDL Transported to (6,131) Male Convicts 
VDL (628) (6,131) 

9 to 14 years 8 1.3 76 1 0 

15 to 19 vears 155 24.7 1 117 18 0 

20 to 24 vears 264 419 1 934 32.0 

25 to 29 vears 87 13.9 1 085 18.0 

30 to 34 vears 47 7.5 554 9.0 

35 to 39 vears 31 4.9 328 5.0 

40 to 44 vears 11 1.8 211 3.0 

45 to 49 vears 11 1.8 119 2.0 

50 to 54 vears 10 1.6 77 1.0 

55 to 74 vears 4 0.6 67 20 

no response 0 0.0 563 9.0 

total 628 100.0 6.131 100.0 

Salford Hundred Convicts - Comparison of Female Age Groupings 

with Robson's Calculations of Female Transported Convicts (2)3 

Age Groups Salford Hundred Percent of 
Female Convicts Salford Hundred 
Transported to Female Convicts 

VDL (95) Transported to 
VDL(95) 

9 to 14 vears 1 1.1 

15 to 19 vears 20 21.0 

20 to'24 vears 31 32.6 

25 to 29 vears 23 24.2 

30 to 34 vears 7 7.4 

35 to 39 vears 5 5.3 

40 to 44 vears 4 4.2 

45 to 49 years 3 3.1 

50 to 54 vears 1 1.1 

55 to 74 vears 0 0.0 

no resoonse 0 0.0 

total 95 100.0 

2 Robson, The Convict Settlers qf Australia, p. 182. 
3 Robson, The Convict Settlers qf Australia, p. 187. 

Robson's Female Percent of 
Convicts (1,248) Robson's Female 

Convicts (1,248) 

5 0.0 

184 15.0 

355 28.0 

227 18.0 

125 10 0 

76 6.0 

54 4.0 

35 3.0 

21 2.0 

10 1.0 

156 13.0 

1.248 100.0 



483 

Annex W (Refers to Chapter Twenty-Five, pp. 363 and 366) 

Salford Hundred Convicts - Trade Occupations and Skills of Transported Convicts (1) 

First Oaimed Occupation Number of First Claimed Occupation Number of 
Convicts Convicts 

Labourinl!: Buildinl! Trades: 

labourer unskilled 250 caroenter-ioiner skilled 11 

labourinl! bov unskilled 30 bricklaver and labourer semi-skilled 9 

no trade unskilled 5 brick maker and labourer unskilled 14 

total labourers 285 builder skilled I 

house painter skilled 1 

lath renderer semi-skilled I 

Al!ricultural Trades: ornamental Painter skilled 1 

farm labourer unskilled 36 painter skilled 3 

farm bov unskilled 2 Plasterer skilled 2 

Plouithman unskilled 27 Plumber skilled 3 

shepherd unskilled 2 total buildiD!! trades 46 

stock keeper unskilled I 

unskilled 0 Domestic Services Female: 

miller semi-skilled I servant of all work unskilled 6 

wool packer semi-skilled I house servant unskilled 37 

countrv butcher semi-skilled 1 housemaid unskilled 22 

total a2ricultural trades 71 farm servant unskilled 8 

laundrv maid unskilled 3 

Service Trades: nursemaid semi-skilled 7 

butcher skilled 7 nurse semi-skilled I 

fellmonger semi-skilled 1 needlewoman plain semi-skilled 1 

maltster skilled I Plain cook semi-skilled 8 

brewer skilled I kitchen girl unskilled 1 

oastrv cook skilled 1 total domestic females 94 
baker skilled I 

bread and biscuit baker skilled 3 Domestic Services Male: 

shoemaker skilled 4 gent's servant unskilled I 

boot maker skilled 1 house servant unskilled 8 

tanner skilled 1 gardener unskilled 4 

watchmaker skilled 2 stable bov unskilled I 

errand bov unskilled 7 coachman skilled 1 

hairdresser unskilled 2 groom semi-skilled 17 

bookbinder skilled 2 total domestic males 32 
collier unskilled I 

tailor skilled 14 Commercial Trades: 

tailor's bov unskilled 3 clerk skilled 8 

cutter skilled 1 warehouseman skilled 2 

hatter semi-skilled 5 commercial traveller skilled 1 

hat finisher semi-skilled I compositor nressman skilled I 

soldier semi-skilled 2 pattern card maker skilled I 

total service trades 61 total commercial trades 13 
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Salford Hundred Convicts - Trade Occupations and Skills of Transported Convicts (2) 

First Claimed Occupation Number of First Oaimed Occupation Number of 
Convicts Convicts 

Textile Trades: Woodworkin!! Trades: 

cotton sninner semi-skilled 1 turner skilled I 

calico printer semi-skilled 4 chair maker skilled 3 

weaver semi-skilled 3 chair bottomer semi-skilled I 

cotton weaver semi-skilled 2 cabinet maker skilled 3 

blanket weaver semi-skilled I spindle maker skilled I 

dver semi-skilled 7 sawver semi-skilled I 

fustian dver semi-skilled 2 ton sawver semi-skilled 2 

silk dver semi-skilled 1 cooper skilled 1 

carder semi-skilled 5 total woodworkin!! trades 13 

cotton carder semi-skilled 1 

hatter trader semi-skilled I Construction Trades: 

01ecer unskilled I miner skilled 3 

cloth manufacturer unskilled I well sinker skilled I 

total textile trades 30 navigator semi-skilled I 

auarrvman skilled I 

Manufacturin!! Trades: stone cutter skilled I 

factorv labourer unskilled 2 stone mason skilled I 

factorv bov unskilled 5 total construction trades 8 
iron turner skilled I 

iron moulder skilled 3 Transport Trades: 

brass founder skilled 1 sailor and seaman semi-skilled 6 

foundrv labourer unskilled 2 carter unskilled 15 

foundrv bov unskilled I boatman skilled 6 

machine PIPe boilermaker skilled 3 waterman unskilled I 

blacksmith skilled 5 total transport trades 28 

whitesmith skilled I 

silversmith skilled I Unknown Occupations: 13 

steam engineer skilled 3 

wheelwright skilled I 

total manufacturin!! trades 29 total transported convicts: 723 
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Annex X (Refers to Chapter Twenty-Six, p. 372) 

Convict Offences in Van Diemen's Land 

Offences related to absence with intent to escape and never return; attempting or plotting to 
abscond; aiding or abetting absconsion, being illegally at large or aboard a ship with intent to 
leave the colony. 

Absent 

Offences related to being away from the authorised, usual or proper place of work or habitation 
without permission but with the intention to return. 

Absence: Repeatedly absent under suspicious circumstances or under false pretences; leaving 
his gang; breaking out of the huts; as a ticket-of-leave man absent from his authorised place; 
absent from muster, the muster ground or church muster; late for muster; walking the streets at 
improper hours; remaining in a township after the annual muster; overstaying a pass; being at 
an improper distance from an authorised place of residence, rambling about the streets or in the 
bush; absent from divine service; absent from his boat and fishing without leave; not 
proceeding directly to service or taking an unnecessary length of time to proceed to assignment 
or service. 

Working away from the proper place: Working without a pass; improperly working for 
himself, privately working; leaving his hired service without permission; being absent by 
quitting a station without leave. 

Routine discipline 

Offences relating to disobedience of routine, standing, penal and military orders. 

Bounds: Being beyond bounds; being in a public house or a disorderly or improper house, out 
after hours; being on premises without a permit; being on the racecourse without a pass. 

Goods: Bringing spirits into barracks; conveying provisions out of barracks; furnishing a 
runaway with provisions; trafficking; pilfering; improperly in possession of property or 
destroying property. 

Personal and moral misbehaviour: Attending muster in a disorderly and dirty state; 
misconduct in church; being in possession of tobacco or a pipe; smoking tobacco in the huts, 
wards, in gangs or in the prisoners' barracks; being with a prostitute; gambling; playing cards; 
sleeping during divine service; misconduct in church; being incorrigibly bad. 

Regulations: Acting contrary to orders; being in breach of the police act; in town and not 
reporting to the police office; changing place of residence without notice; not reporting to a new 
master, not having proper authority to be re-assigned; not marching according to directions laid 
down; not leaving town when ordered. 

Routine discipline at Port Arthur and Point Poer 

Imprisonment at Port Arthur and Point Puer was associated with strict supervision of internal 
regulations, many of a minor regulatory nature commonly used in penal institutions. Thus 
stealing certain items such as cabbages from the garden or being in improper possession of thread 
are classified as offences against routine discipline and not as felonies 

Bounds: Being on the rocks; fishing on the rocks; leaving the muster ground; being or privy 
to a prisoner being in the government garden; being in a hut where food is cooking, having 
communication with boys in gaol. 

Goods: Being improperly in possession of unauthorised property; conniving at or being in 
possession of thread, a piece of paper, a knife, a book, buttons, leather, ribbon, soap, potatoes, 
turnips, fish, bread, food, fat, meat, tobacco, pipe, bed tick, stockings, guinea fowl, brushes and 
tools; trafficking in goods; losing or damaging government clothing, boots or caps; lending 
government clothing or boots; wilfully destroying government property; having food secreted or 
concealed; secreting soap on the rocks; having thread secreted in his mouth; conveying rations 
out of barracks; taking potatoes from the government garden; wantonly destroying cabbage 
plants in the government garden; pilfering buttons from government clothing; altering his 
government clothes; exchanging his government clothing; in possession of a privately made 
box; having a leaf of the bible; having a quantity of provisions secreted in the bush; wilfully 
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destroying his cell, defacing the walls of his cell; wilfully destroying a government axe; 
wilfully burning government shirts, wilfully destroying a government blanket; wantonly 
destroying his government bedding; losing by neglect his government hat; attempting to 
destroy the superintendent's fence. 

Personal and moral misbehaviour: gross irregularity; smoking; laughing in church; asleep 
during divine service; breaking the sabbalh; impwper conduct in cells; indecent conduct in 
school; setting up a very impudent cough on coming into the schoolroom; bathing indecently; 
having communication with female servants, being out of the berth appointed to sleep; singing 
indecent songs when confined in cell; disgracefully disfigured by fighting on the sabbath; 
conniving at riotous and disobedient conduct; having improper communication with Mr 
Simpson's and Mr Lempriere's female servants. 

Regulations: committing acts contrary to orders; not reporting offences, talking in barracks, cell 
or at muster; singing in the cells; out of his sleeping berth; out of bed at a late hour of the 
night; throwing stones contrary to orders; irregularity or mi~9onduct at school; not rising from 
bed when ordered; leaving the schoolroom without permission; throwing mussels; not 
answering his name at muster; bringing bark out of the bush. 

Disobedient 

Offences related to disobedience of orders. 

Personal: disobeying a lawful command; refusal or failure to obey a lawful instruction; 
disobeying a master or mistress; refusing to remain in service; refusing to attend religious 
instruction; refusing to proceed to a new service; refusing to join his gang. 

Disorderly conduct 

Offences relating to disorderly behaviour, disturbance, violence and indecent behaviour. 

Violence: disturbing the peace; behaving in a violent and turbulent manner; committing 
improper and violent conduct; inciting a riot; inciting an improper feeling or insubordination in 
a gang, encouraging a fellow prisoner to strike or ill-use another prisoner; exciting fellow 
prisoners to violent conduct; creating a disturbance; making riotous conduct; shouting in the 
prisoners' barracks; throwing a stone at an overseer; making a noise and fighting in the female 
factory dining room; breaking the door of the superintendent of convicts' office and running 
away. 

Indecency: disorderly or indecent behaviour; obscene conduct in a public street; indecent 
conduct or indecently exposing his person; disorderly conduct with a male or female, loitering; 
taking liberties with female servants, being in an indecent condition on the street. 

Drunk 

Offences relating to the abuse of alcohol. 

Personal" drinking alcohol; tippling; being in a state of drunkenness; being tipsy; being beastly 
drunk; being doddery drunk. 

Improper language 

Offences relating to the use of improper language. 

Personal: using obscene, profane, indecent, blasphemous language; making use of disgraceful 
language; using violent or disgusting language; singing an indecent song, using obscene 
language in the street; using language tending to excite; using indecent and exciting language in 
the presence of the gang. 

Insubordinate 

Offences relating to behaviour which is insubordinate. 

Personal: being insolent and demonstrating disrespect or wilful defiance of authority. Being 
impertinent, insulting or contemptuous; making insinuations to the discredit of a superior; 
committing disrespectful conduct; making language to the prejudice of her mistress's character; 
wilfully and falsely making insinuations to the discredit of his superior; making a disrespectful 
and contemptuous remark; speaking in a disrespectful manner; scandalising or vilifying his 
master in the hearing of others; ridiculing his master, evincing a general sulkiness; showing 
gross contempt and insolence to the magistrate; exciting insubordination. 
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Misconduct 

Offences relating to misconduct covers a wide range of behaviour regarded as inappropriate, 
irregular or improper. In military law, misconduct included 'conduct to the prejudice of good 
order and military discipline'. 

Violence: putting at fear; threatening conduct; violent or abusive or threatening language; 
quarrelling with fellow servants, assaulting, striking and beating without provocation; fighting; 
cutting; maiming; having a bludgeon; abusing, ill-using or ill-treating a fellow prisoner; ill
treating a wife or infant child; threatening to fight the superintendent of convicts; offering 
violence to an overseer; striking an overseer, striking a fellow prisoner with a hammer; violently 
beating a fellow prisoner. 

Personal misconduct: being a worthless character; being a dirty or untidy person; being a 
prostitute; altering a pass; not showing a pass; obtaining a pass under false pretences; not 
reporting themselves at an authorised place; representing themselves as free or as having a ticket 
of leave; falsely representing ability at time of hiring, perjury; wilful prevarication on oath; 
refusing to testify; making a false statement, telling a falsehood or wanton falsehood; making a 
false complaint against master or overseer or fellow prisoner; refusing good food, ill-using 
animals, having spirits in possession or supplying rum or tobacco; conniving at the absence of a 
fellow prisoner; destroying rations by giving them to the pigs. 

Regulations: removing, exchanging, breaking, ovalling or defacing irons; breaking a leg chain; 
destroying the basil of a leg chain; taking off a log; resisting or assaulting a constable; bribing a 
constable; refusing to assist a constable; refusing to go for a constable to arrest a prisoner; 
preventing a constable from apprehending a prisoner; assisting a prisoner to escape from 
custody; escaping or attempting to escape from custody; attempting to or breaking out of the 
watch house or gaol; being privy to the absence of a man falling from the ranks without giving 
notice to the overseer; harbouring a prisoner of the crown illegally at large; communicating with 
prisoners in gaol; interfering with an overseer in his duty; harbouring an escapee; talking to a 
prisoner while in solitary confinement; threatening the life of the man who apprehended him; 
tearing a constable's clothing; supplying an escapee with provisions, swinging on the tread 
wheel in an attempt to injure the machine; communicating directly with the lieutenant governor. 

Moral: immorality; immoral conduct, living in an improper state with a woman; associating 
with a prostitute or well-known bad character; coming into a fellow prisoner's berth with intent 
to commit an unnatural crime; removing the board that separates berths and lying together; 
assaulting his mistress by putting an arm around her waist; behaving indecently with a female 
in a public house; being found in bed with a person; attempting to take undue liberties with a 
female; allowing indecent liberties to be taken with her; allowing men to have connection with 
her; found in an indecent situation with men; having bad or improper connections; living in a 
state of fornication; having a man on a master's premises without permission; having a man 
concealed in her bedroom; in a house with a man not her husband; being in an indecent 
situation with a man; found in a stable with a man between 11 and 12 o'clock at night; found in 
the paddock with a man; as a female being secreted on board a ship for an improper purpose; as 
a female servant going to the male convicts' hut; 'decoying away Jane Tampling eighteen years 
of age and residing in a state of adultery'; having bad connections; being a common prostitute, 
keeping a house of ill fame. 

Local law: breaking local government regulations; furiously riding a horse in a public street; 
leaving a horse and cart without any person in charge of it; misuse ofa boat; preventing a 
bullock being impounded; drunk when in charge of his master's team of bullocks; negligently 
driving a master's horse; drunk when in charge ofa master's horse and cart; driving a dray 
without a guide on foot. 

Neglect of work 

Offences related to careless or improper performance of work. 

Personal: neglect of work or duty; mismanaging duties, negligence; laziness; idleness; not 
performing work in a workmanlike manner; neglect with intent to be re-assigned to other 
service; asleep at post; feigning illness to avoid work; not working under a frivolous pretext; 
neglect of work on a plea of inability; not taking care ofa master's property, obstinacy in the 
performance of duties; not breaking a sufficient quantity of stones for a day's work; in an 
improper place without authority during work hours; not leaving his hut to assist in putting out 
a fire on the roof of the chimney of his master's house. 
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Animals: ill-treating animals; allowing a master's animals to be impounded; neglecting a flock; 
beating a master's cow so as to cause its death; unmercifully flogging a master's bullock; 
unmercifully beating a master's horse. 

Convict constable: allowing prisoners under charge to go into a public house; drunk on duty; 
remaining out all night with a female prisoner in charge. 

Refusal to work 

Offences related to indiscipline during work. 

Personal: refusing to work as instructed; refusing to tread the wheel; refusing to carry or use 
tools, spades or barrows; throwing his barrow load away; refusing to carry a spade; refusing to 
use the barrow; refusing to work on a false plea of inability. 

Felony 

Offences which were unlawful to the extent that they could be tried before magistrates at quarter 
sessions or by judges in the supreme court. 

Larceny, robbery, burglary: committing or conniving at a felony or a larceny; attempting 
felony, suspicion offelony; stealing or intent to steal; assault with intent to commit felony; 
making away with property; suspicion of being concerned with robberies; having a skeleton key; 
being on premises for an unlawful purpose or at unreasonable hours; being on property under 
suspicious circumstances; entering a dwelling house; receiving stolen goods; being improperly 
in possession of property, embezzling; defrauding; obtaining by false pretences; endeavouring to 
improperly obtain property; extorting; purloining; appropriating goods or money; pilfering a 
master's stores; pawning government property; destroying property; driving away cattle or 
sheep. 

Money: having counterfeit money; uttering counterfeit coin; presenting stolen bank notes; 
obtaining an advance of money on a false plea of wanting food; taking a bribe. 

Forgery: obtaining a pass under false pretences; forging a name on a pass; forging a signature 
on a memorial; making a false statement, obtaining articles improperly in a master's name; 
making a false assertion; having a forged pass in possession, having in possession a forged 
document; having in possession a forged promissory note. 

Property: in possession of stolen property, committing wilful damage; wilfully and 
maliciously destroying property; having articles improperly in possession for which they cannot 
give a satisfactory explanation. 

Violence: murder, attempted murder or suspicion of murder; intent to kill; manslaughter, rape 
or attempt to commit rape, putting at fear; committing a gross indecency; committing an 
unnatural crime; exposing his person to an infant; assaulting an infant with intent to commit 
rape, assault with intent to commit a felony. 
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Annex Y (Refers to Chapter Twenty-Six, p. 382) 

Salford Hundred Convicts Transported to Van Diemen's Land 

Work Skills and Offences 

Category of Offences by Offences by Offences by Offences by 
Colonial Offence Skilled Convicts Semi-Skilled Unskilled Convicts of 

Convicts Convicts Unknown Work 
Skills 

abscond 46 66 380 

absent 169 159 822 
~-

routine discinline 142 143 836 

disobedient 67 103 445 

disorderlv 60 60 342 

drunk 192 195 758 

imnroner language 16 14 159 

insubordinate 81 98 554 

misconduct 189 181 881 

work neglect 122 173 646 

work refusal 14 28 145 

felonv 62 63 267 

total 1160 1.283 6 235 

Annex Z (Refers to Chapter Twenty-Six, p. 382) 

Salford Hundred Convicts Transported to Van Diemen's Land 

Rates of Offences by Work Skills 

Category of Percent of Offences Percent of Offences Percent of Offences 
Colonial Offence by Skilled by Semi-Skilled by Unskilled 

Convicts Convicts Convicts 

abscond 0.5 0.8 4.3 

absent 1.9 1.8 9.4 
routine discipline 1.6 1.6 9.5 

disobedient 08 1.2 5.1 

disorderlv 07 0.7 3.9 
drunk 2.2 2.2 87 
imnroner language 0.2 0.2 1.8 

insubordinate 0.9 1.1 6.3 
misconduct 2.2 2.1 10.1 

work neglect 1.4 1.9 7.4 
work refusal 0.1 0.3 1.7 
felonv 0.7 0.7 3.0 
total 13.2 14.6 71.2 
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Year 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

total 

490 

Annex AA (Refers to Chapter Twenty-Six, pp. 403-404) 

Free Population of Van Diemen's Land 1824-18354 

Free Males Free Military Military Aboriginal Aboriginal Total Free 
Females Males Females Males Females Population 

3.781 2 248 266 70 180 160 6 705 

4.297 2.462 438 150 170 150 7.667 

4 810 2.600 640 180 170 150 8 550 

5 613 2.910 800 250 160 140 9 873 

6 419 3.056 904 300 150 130 10 959 

6 929 3.492 880 230 130 120 11 781 

8 351 4.623 880 230 120 105 14 309 

8 392 4.952 l.032 246 100 90 14 812 

9 202 5.865 905 225 91 85 16 373 

11 020 7.194 877 247 62 60 19 460 

12.524 8 560 789 277 52 59 22 261 

12 940 9 051 895 318 52 59 23.315 

94.278 57.013 9,306 2 723 1.437 1.308 166 065 

Convict and Free Population of Van Diemen's Land 1824-1835 

Year Convict Convict Total Convict Total Free Total 
Males females Population Population Population 

VDL 

1824 5.467 471 5 938 6.705 18.581 

1825 6.244 601 6 845 7.667 21 357 

1826 6.051 711 6 762 8.550 22 074 

1827 6.373 887 7 260 9.873 24 393 

1828 6.724 725 7 449 10.959 25.857 

1829 7.334 1.150 8 484 11.781 28.749 

1830 8 877 l.318 10 195 14.309 34.699 

1831 10.391 1.627 12 018 14.812 38 848 

1832 11.062 1.644 12 706 16.373 41.785 .. 

1833 13 126 1.864 14 990 19.460 49 440 

1834 13.664 1.874 15 538 22.261 53.337 

1835 14.914 2.054 16 968 23 315 57 251 

4 Parliamentary Papers, Arthur to Glenelg, 29 October 1836, Enclosure Number 2, p. 25. 
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Convict and Free Population of Van Diemen's Land 1824-1835 

Year Convict Free Males Total Convict Free Total 
Males Males females Females Females 

1824 5 467 4 227 9.694 471 2 478 2.949 

1825 6244 4 905 11.149 601 2 762 3.363 

1826 6 051 5 620 11.671 711 2 930 3 641 

1827 6 373 6 573 12.946 887 3 300 4 187 

1828 6 724 7.473 14.197 725 3 486 4.211 

1829 7 334 7 939 15.273 1150 3 842 4.992 

1830 8 877 9.351 18.228 1 318 4.958 6.276 

1831 10.391 9.524 19 915 1627 5.288 6 915 

1832 11.062 10.198 21 260 1644 6 175 7 819 

1833 13.126 11.959 25 085 1 864 7.501 9 365 

1834 13.664 13.365 27 029 1 874 8.896 10 770 

1835 14.914 13.887 28 801 2.054 9.428 11 482 
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Annex BB (Refers to Chapter Twenty-Seven, note 1, p. 405) 

Salford Hundred Convicts - Deaths On Voyage and During Servitude 

Deaths in Servitude Male Female Total 
Convicts Convicts Convicts 

died on vova2e 13 13 

drowned on George III 1 1 

died on arrival at Hobart 2 1 3 

found dead 2 2 4 

died in H M Colonial Hosoital Hobart Town 14 3 17 

died in Camobell Town hosoital 1 1 

died in New Norfolk insane asvlum 1 1 

died in Perth bridge oartv 1 1 

died in New Town Bav hulk l 1 

died at Perth 1 1 

died in Female House of Correction 2 2 

died at Port Arthur 1 1 

accidentallv killed at Swanoort 1 1 

accidentallv killed bv fall of tree 1 1 

accidentallv drowned at New Norfolk Bndge 1 1 

accidentallv drowned when assimed to Lee Archer 1 l 

accidentally drowned in the River Derwent 1 l 

suicide bv cuttin2 throat in Westburv road oartv 1 1 

shot when committm!!: a burnlarv 1 1 

total 43 10 53 
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Annex CC (Refers to Chapter Twenty-Seven, p. 405) 

Salford Hundred Convicts - Days to First Offence 

Year Numbers of First Number of Days to Average Days by 
Offences First Offence Each Convict to 

First Offence 

1828 4 234 58 5 

1829 15 2.850 190.0 

1830 21 5.178 246.6 

1831 32 8,207 256.5 

1832 71 18 666 262.9 

1833 72 29 486 409.5 

1834 88 37 446 425.5 

1835 57 25 258 443.1 

1836 83 32 710 394.1 

1837 74 34 014 459.6 

1838 88 37 105 421.6 

1839 29 23 614 814.3 

1840 18 23 917 1,328.7 

1841 9 12 283 1,364.8 

1842 0 0 0.0 

1843 2 3 681 1.840.5 

1844 I 2 536 2,536.0 

1845 2 7 260 3 630.0 

total 666 304 445 457.1 
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Annex DD (Refers to Chapter Twenty-Seven, pp. 418-419) 

Salford Hundred Convicts - The Relationship Between Offending in Britain 

and Offending in Van Diemen's Land 

Offences committed in 
Britain 0 1 2 3 4 5 6+ Total 

Offences committed in 
VDL 

0-4 38 62 55 2J J2 3 7 198 

5-9 28 5J 53 J2 JO 5 3 162 

10-14 J7 30 30 33 J2 6 6 134 

15-19 7 27 26 J3 6 6 6 91 

20-24 3 J5 J9 7 5 4 2 55 

25-29 J 6 Jl 4 4 J 4 31 

30+ J J2 J3 JO 4 3 9 52 

total 95 203 207 JOO 53 28 37 723 

Figures in italics are numbers of convicts. Offences committed in Britain do not include 
the offences which brought about sentences of transportation to Van Diemen's Land. 

Salford-Hundred Convicts - Offences in Britain and Van Diemen's Land 

Number of offences committed in Percent of the Percent of the 
Britain by a Salford Hundred cohort of 723 cohort's offences 

convict excluding the Salford Hundred committed in VDL 
transportation offence convicts 

0 14.2 8.4 

1 27.9 24.7 

2 28.5 27.7 

3 13.7 16.4 

4 7.3 8.5 

5 3.6 4.7 

6-11 4.8 9.6 

total 100.0 100.0 



495 

Annex EE (Refers to Chapter Twenty-Seven, p. 426) 

Salford Hundred Convicts - Offences Against Colonial Regulations 

in Van Diemen's Land Committed After Being Free by Servitude 

Offences Against Offences by Offences by Total Offences 
Regulations Mall! Cunvicts Female Convicts 

abscond 5 6 11 

absent 5 5 10 

routine discioline 14 1 15 

disobedient 6 0 6 

disorderlv 7 0 7 

drunk 2 2 4 

imorooer lan!!Uage 2 0 2 

insubordinate 4 0 4 

misconduct 26 4 30 

work neglect 11 0 11 

work refusal 2 0 2 

unknown 1 3 4 

total 85 21 106 
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