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Foreword

In recent years Au str alian geographers h ave produ ced some excell ent textbooks
th at build on the maturity of geograph ical research in thi s country. However,
there is a continuing need for relati vely short, low-cost book s written for
university students, books that fill the gap betw een chapter.length surve ys and
full- len gth books and that expl ore the geographical issues and problems of
Australi a and its region, or present Au stralian perspectives on global geographical processes.
Merid ian : Australian Ge ographical Perspectives is a series initiated by the
Institute of Austral ian Geographers to fill this need. The term 'merid ian' refers
to a lin e of longitude linking points in a half-circle between the poles. In th is
seri es it symbolises the interconnections between places in the global environment and global eco no my, one of th e key themes of contemporary geography.
The books in the series cover a var iety of ph ysical, e nv iron men ta l, econ omic,
and social geography topics, and are written for use in first- and seco nd-yea r
courses in which the existing texts and reference book s lack a signific ant
Australian perspective. To cope with the very varied content of geography
courses taught in Au stralian universities, the books are not designed as comprehensive texts, but as modules on specific th emes, to be used in a vari ety of
courses. They are int ended for either on e-semester courses or one -seme ster
components of full -year course s.
Titl es in the series cover a range of topics repres enting contemporary
Au strali an teaching and research in geography: for example, economic restruc tu ring, vegetati on change, land degradation , cities, natural hazards, environmental impact assessmen t, urb an environmental problems, communicating in
geography, and cultural geography. Future topics include gender and geography,
qu alitative methods, and coast al management. Although the emphasis in
the series is on Australia, forthc oming publications in th e series will include
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occasion al titles on South East Asia, using the co nsidera ble expertise tha t
Au stralian geographe rs have developed in relation to th is region. Students of
geog raphy will find the series informative, livel y, and relevant to their in te rests,
and some ti tles, such as th e present one, will also be of in terest to studen ts in
relat ed d isciplin es, such as environmental science, plan n ing, and ecology.
While th e primary aim of th e Mer idian series is to produ ce books for stude n ts,
the topi cs selected deal with issues of relevance to all A ustralians. G en eral
readers of titl es in this series will find that geographers h ave someth ing distinctive to say abo ut co n temporary env iron men tal, econ om ic, an d social issues. A s
the books assume little or no prev ious training in geograp hy, and are written in
an accessible style, th ey sho uld be read ily understood by th e general reader.
A Continent Transformed: Hu man Impact on the Natural Vegetation of A ustralia
was th e first in the series. This new ed ition incorporat es recent cha nges in
government approach es to region al forestry managem ent , co ns iderat ions of rare
and endan gered species, and an assessment of the future of Australia's veget ation. Its autho r, Jamie Kirkp atrick , is one of Australia's most active and exper ienced plant geographers and co nserva t ion ecologists, and his book examines
the cha nges in vegetat ion cover produced by both th e A borigin al and Euro pean
inha bita nts of th e co ntine nt . The loss or tran sform at ion of thi s vegeta tio n
cove r, and of th e plan t co mmuni t ies repre sented in it, has c rea ted major en vironmental prob lems for A ustralians. Jamie Kirkpatrick ex plores some of th e
ecol ogical problems that need to be solved in conse rving Au stralia's n at ive
veget ati on , and suggests some solut ions. His book presents con temporary scientific und erst anding of these issues, based on the disciplines of biogeography and
ecol ogy, in a readable and personal account of an important to pic.
Deirdre Dragovich
Universit y of Syd ney
Al ar ic Maud e
Flinders University
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