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PREFACE.

Tue following little work lays no
claim to any literary merit. It was
written entirely for the purpose of giv-
ing to the public, and those emigrating,
the most recent and useful information,
regarding the Colonies of Van Dieman’s
land and New South Wales ;—Countries
~which are rising every day in interest
and importance, and which, at present,
present an important field for emigra-
tion.

Many of the observations contained in
the volume are general,—a great many
are matters of opinion. Those facts
and cases which are stated, are either
what I saw, or have from such authority
as could not be doubted. Of one thing
1 have generally been cautious ; viz. not
to overrate the advantages of emigration.

WSS



v PREFACE.

If a man can live at home, let him
do so,—if he must emigrate, Australia is
at present the besf quarter he can choose.

The engraving aecompanying the vo-
Iume is an accurate likeness (and not a
caricature, as one at first sight would be
apt to imagine,) of one of the natives of
New South Wales, with his wooden shield.
Many of these characters are to be seen
at Sidney. This engraving was copied
from a portrait of one of them painted
by an artist there.

: J. D.

Edinburgh,
186k January 1822,
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NARRATIVE, &ec.

Tre gloomy prospects which the com.
mencement of the year 1820 held out
for men who had to depend on mercan-
tile pursuits alone, made it necessary for
many to endeavour to provide for them-
selves and families, without becoming
burdens on their friends, and induced a
number of persons to emigrate with this
view to the settlements in Van-Die-
mans Land, and New South Wales.
The difficulty of procuring employ-
ment for ships at that time, naturally
suggested to the owners of vessels, the
idea of fitting them out as transports,
for the conveyance of such persons as
were desirous to emigrate to new settle-
ments. .
The owners of the Ship Skelton, ad-
vertised to take passengers and goods
at the port of Leith, for the Cape of

Good Hope, Hobart Town, Van Die-
B
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14 . NARRATIVE OF A VOYAGE

mans Land; and Port Jackson, New
South Wales. The terms were made as
moderate as possible, the charges being

- 70 guineas for a cabin passage, 40

guineas the steerage, and one-third less
to the Cape of Good Hope ; the ship
finding the usual provisions, besides a

_supply of live stock.
The ship sailed from Leith Roads on

" the 19th of June, having on board 57

passengers, and 17 in crew, for Ports-
mouth, where more persons were ex-
pected to join her. = There were 21 em-
barked there, and she proceeded on her
voyage. Nothing particular occurred,
until the 16th of July, when Mrs
M<Leod, a passenger, was delivered off
Cape Ortugal, of a fine boy. Her recove-
ry was speedy and complete ; so much 50,
that she said jocularly, a ship was as
good for ladies in that way, as the
shore, where there was so much atten-
tion paid to them. The Salvage Rocks
were seen on the 23d of July, also Pal-
ma, the next day Feroe, and one of the
Canaries; when, catching the trade
winds, the ship proceeded at a rapid
rate.—Unfortunately the measles broke
out, which soon became general among
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the children, and even some adults were
attacked. The distemper proved of a
very mild kind, so that although 86
children were sick of the disease at dif-
ferent periods, and five grown persons,
yet no death occurred. Here it may be
necessary to observe, that in this mala-
dy, attention, to air, diet, and medical

experience, is of the utmost consequence’

to children; and in this instance, cons=
siderable advantage was derived from the
skill of a Medical Gentleman of expe-
rience, who was on board as a passenger.

The disease began in the family of
Mr Headlam, and had been communi-
cated to that family by travelling in the
same coach from London, with a child
who had just recovered.

On the 8l1st of July, was near the
Cape de Verd Islands; so near, that we
had laid by part of the previous night;
expecting to see St Jago. We however
found ourselves by observation past it at
noon ; when the wind being fair, and the
ship to the leeward of the island, it was
not advisable to attempt beating up to-
wards it. 'We accordingly proceeded.

We now lost the N. E. trade winds

much earlier than we expected, and were
2
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16 NARRATIVE OF A VOYAGE

nine or ten days employed in beating up
towards the line. The passengers, not-
withstanding the warmth of the wea-
ther, did not feel much inconvenience.
We fortunately had only one very short
calm for about twelve hours. In the
evening the gentlemen and ladies gene-
rally danced, which was a very useful
exercise on board a small ship, to keep
away ennui, and at the same time pro-
anote a good appetite, the want of which
I had no reason to complain of.

Although the owners had gone to the
expense of procuring water when at
Leith from Burntisland, yet it turned
out very bad. The only good water on
board was that taken in at Portsmouth.
It was not necessary to go to allowance,
as no person took more than he found
absolutely necessary. At the same time,
though the water was bad, we did not find
it was injurious to the health. Almost
all water undergoes a state of fermenta-
tion during the voyage through the warm
latitudes, but it improved as we got into
a colder climate.

On the 21st of August we crossed the
line, with the usual ceremony of a visit
from Neptune ;—the passengers, Ladies
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as well as Gentlemen, with the excep-
tion of a gentleman a little unwell, ans-
wering the usual questions put to them
by the god of the sea, and were enrolled
in the list of his children. The day was
fine, and spent in conviviality.

As we entered the southern hemis-
phere, we did not find the south east
trade winds so steady as might have
been expected. In latitude 14° south,
we got a S. S. W. wind, which continued
for some days, and instead of standing
on the starboard tack, as is general, we
stood toward St Helena, and would ac-
tually have got into that longitude in
four days, when the south east trade
wind came on again, and we stood to the
south-west. Some difference of opinion
prevailed on board, whether it was not
better to have stood on towards the
Brazil coast than tack. The result of our
passage to the Cape, is however the best
proof as to which was preferable, as
we arrived Defore ships who left Eng-
land previous to ourselves: We began
to get variable winds on the 9th Sep-
tember, and getting outside the tropic,
we got fair winds to the Cape of Good

Hope. The Table mountain was seen
B3
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on the 27th September, early in the
morning ; it was, however, seen so far off,
that we did not get in with the land
till the afternoon. We came to an anchor
four or five miles outside Table Bay
‘that night about 10 e’clock. At day
light next morning we weighed, and tow-
ed into Table Bay, it being calm. We
were visited by the harbour master in
his boat ; who, after enquiring alongside
the usual questions of where are you
from? &c. put into my hands a paper,
requesting me to state whether we had
had any sickness on board, more parti-
cularly to name whether the small pox,
measles, or chicken pox had been on
board. We unfortunately had no answer
to make but the true one. He then or-
dered us to hoist the quarantine flag,
and the health officers would visit us.
The measles at this time had entirely
disappeared for above three weeks, yet
there was no remedy but patience, as
the disappointment, was severe to us
all, more especially as the fathers of
families had congratulated themselves
on the thoughts of getting their wives
and children on shore for a few days to
get their linen washed, and such little
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refreshmeénts as would be conducive to
their health for the further prosecution
of the voyage.

The health officer came alongside
shortly after, and told us he was sorry
that on no aecount could he release
the ship from quarantine ; but he would
permit the captain, doctor, and a few
of the heads of families to land, to pro-
cure refreshments for themselves; but the
families and children, more especially
the foul linens, were on no account to go
on shore, but to be washed on board. This
had one good effect,—it materially les-
sened the expenditure of the passengers,
as they were prevented from landing.

A few young men that were embark-
ed for the Cape were landed; one of
them a joiner, got employment on
very liberal terms, about 6s. sterling per
day ; another, a young man brought up
to farming business, was also appointed
an overseer to a gentleman of fortune,
who had brought a number of Malays
‘to the colony, and purchased a tract of
land, and was about settling there. This
young man got £80 sterling a-year, bed
-and board.

The other two were what unfortu-
nately too many are brought up to, viz.
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quill-driving ; which, in the different
classes to which it applies, is becoming
quite a drug at home. In fact, emi-
grants should know some useful em-
ployment, besides the common = rules
of arithmetic, otherwise they will be
generally disappointed. Almost every
mechanic is sure of finding employ, and
liberal pay’; whereas the poor lad, brought
up in a merchant’s counting house, finds
few who are in want of his abilities.
The Health Officer, and Colonial
Secretary were very polite ; but though
frequently solicited, would not ven-’
ture to release us, as the Dutch at
the Cape, having a number of slaves,
on which, perhaps, no inconsiderable
part of their incomes depended, were
dreadfully alarmed at the idea of a ship
where the measles had prevailed coming
near them. Some few years previous, the
.measles had been introduced, and carried
a great many of their slaves off, as well as
anumber of free inhabitants and children.
An elderly gentleman, a passenger
on board, who had been for twenty
years in a weakly state, here became
unwell. I name this to shew, that al-
though the Cape of Good Hope is use-
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ful for scurvy, or disorders of a slight
nature, the air is by no means so to per-
sons who have got a fixed complaint.
In fact, people die there very fast. At
the time we were there, vegetables were
dear. The only cheap article was
the Cape wine and Mutton, which lat-
ter is no doubt extremely nourishing to
men long on salted provisions, yet bears
no comparison with the same kind of
food in England. The sheep are quite
hairy, more like goats than sheep. The
merinos have been introduced at some
expense by Government, for the rais-
ing of fine wool ; but it does not appear
to answer the purpose of the land hold-
ers, as, from the immense tracts of land
they possess, they might have flocks
innumerable ; and it may be conjectured,
that the Cape, from the nature of the
feed, is not favourable to the raising of
fine wool sheep.

This colony and its produce, are
generally so well known, that it would
he unnecessary to state what may alrea-~
dy be found in many books. The
Dutch there live on a gross diet, take
too little exercise, and therefore are
short lived. The grave-stones are a
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very good criterion to judge by. It is
rare to see fifty years of age inserted on
them.

The establishments in the wine trade
are very considerable, and will no doubt
increase, as the wine is certainly im-
proving in flavour,—perhaps now and
then from importing a few pipes of real
Madeira, to mix with their wines,' or to
improve their character. '

There are several boarding houses at
tae Cape, where the usual charge is
from 5 to 7 rix dollars per day for board
and lodging. A very good table is
kept, and as much Cape wine allowed
as is proper for a person to take. If Ma-
deira, Port, and Sherry are drank, it is
charged separate. 'The rix dollars were
worth 1s. 9d. when the Skelton was
there, the exchange being much against
the colonial currency.

Trade was exceedingly dull, but was
expected to improve, as an order in
Council had permitted the Cape to be a
free port ; and foreign ships might carry
theircommoditiesto that colony, provided
their government would admit colonial
preduce into their countries on reciprocal
terms of charges and duties. The Isle of
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France was also admitted a free port
under similar regulations. Many set-
tlers have been given grants of land near
Algoa Bay. I much question whether
the colonizing this part will be attended
with advantage to the colonists, or to
the mother country, except that England
will get clear of a  superabundant popu-
lation, which is desirable in the present
state of things at home.

It may be remarked, that all new set-
tlers must become like the Patriarchs of
old, they must possess great flocks and
herds ; yet where there are no markets,
it prevents that industry which other-
wise in colonies would become of great
value. Africa, or that part rather in
which our settlements are situated, has
no large river, and few good harbours.
The value of produce must long re-
main a mere nothing to the grower;
and it is doubtful whether ever, from the
nature of soil and climate, these countries
will -be fully peopled. The report of
Captain DMoresby, commander of the
Menali, published in the Cape Town Ga-
zette, of 15th July 1820, is, I am afraid,
but an indifferent account of the spots
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chosen to be the shipping and landing
place of a great or a thriving colony.

In that report, the observation which
is made as to the preference given to
Algoa Bay over Torbay in England,
Palermo Bay in Sicily, and Table Bay,
is but a very poor account of the best
anchorage or harbour to be met with on
the coast, supposing it to be in prespect
that these settlements will become of
great consequence to the mother country.

We remained in Table Bay about
15 days; and after having exchanged a
few goods in the barter trade, viz. hops
for wines, manufactures for Holland gin,
and received the necessary supplies of
fresh provisions, among which the broad
tailed sheep made no inconsiderable fi-
gure, we sailed on the 14th October,
and got out of Table Bay that evening.
Next day we got round the Cape Point,
it being rough blowing weather; the
wind fair. 'We experienced strong
winds, with a rough swell for three or four
days. It is always necessary to prepare
& ship for the heavy seas, generally pre-
valent off this headland, owing to strong
currents setting from the westward.
Our passage, on the whole, was uncom-
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monly fine, to St Paul’s Island, which
we made on the 2d of November at
noon. We came close to the island; and
having three hours before dark, the
boats were lowered down, and a party
with the mate went on shore. He made
the following report to me:—On ap-
proaching the shore, found the ground
rocky and uneven at the bottom, with
a great deal of sea-weed floating on
the surface of the water. Our landing
place was on a ridge of large loose stones,
forming the outside of a large bay, or
bason, about ten yards to the westward
of the entrance of it. When at the shore,
were hailed by a man, naming himself
Matthew Brien, a native of the Isle of
France, who, with four other black men,
are kept there for the purpose of killing
seals. About a pistol shot from where
we landed, we descried their habitation,
which was a very indifferent one; the
passage to it was over loose stones, with
a very strong sort of grass growing be-
tween them.

The hut was on the side of a very
soft rock, built with clay and turf, and
covered with a kind of grass. Hehad

c .
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two bed places; the bedding of which
was composed of seal skins and sail
cloth. In one corner of the hut was a
hen and chickens newly hatched. Their
fuel consisted of the grass with which
the island is covered. Near the wa-
ter’s edge is a hot mineral spring, of
a considerable size, in which they some-
times dress their victuals. It is rather
brackish, and of a greenish hue, when
boiled and cooled. It is the only water
they make use of on the island. 'The
Frenchman had a boat and canoce, with
several casks, coppers for boiling oil, &c.
After leaving the hut, we went up to
the top of a hill. The passage up was
through very long and strong grass, al-
most as strong as rushes, made use of by
coopers. It grows in tufts. The ground
was very soft, being a sort of mould
from volcanic matter. In the mouth
of the bason stands a very singular py-
ramidal rock. The bason was about
one mile across. In this bason was a
prodigious depth of water; and suppos-
ing there to be a passage in, would con-
tain in safety a considerable number of
vessels. Matthew Brien had a small
garden. English vegetables were grow-
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ing there. He also had a small quantity
of barley growing. The night approach-
ing, we returned on board, after receiv-
ing from Mr Matthew Brien a few fish,
like the snapper ; which, however, when
dressed, were of an oily nature. Mr Brien
was placed there to kill seals, and boil
their oil, by merchants from the Isle of
France, who send a vessel at stated pe-
riods to receive his fish, oil, &c. and
carry bim the necessary supplies. From
some reservedness in his manner, I am
inclined to think he suspected us of
some intention to plunder. He seemed
shy in shewing what seal skins and oil
he had in his possession. The quantity
seen of these articles was very trifling.
The mineral spring alluded to would
dress fish close to the edge of the bason ;
so that you may literally catch fish in
one hand, and boil it on the hook with-
out moving.

The soundings of the eutrance are
regular to the distance of 11 miles. You
may anchor in from 5 to 20 fathoms.
If the anchor once starts, it is not likely
to hold again, the ground having a re-
gular descent. The soundings are ex-
actly like gunpowder. A quantity of
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fish may be caught, but they are of an
oily and strong flavour. At six in the
evening, the boat having returned, we
bore up on our voyage, to go round the
south end of Van Dieman’s land. Here it
may be necessary to state, that, after
leaving St Paul’s, we discovered great
quantities of sea weed, which continued
for several days, in fact, all the way
to the south:west point of Van Dieman’s
land. This, with other symptoms, such as
light fogs and birds, leaves little doubt,
that land or islands lay to the south-
ward of this part of the ocean. Several
islands having been discovered within
the last ten years, near to new Zealand
and Van Dieman’s land, makes this the
more probable. This part of the ocean
has been hitherto very little navigated.
The few navigators who have pene-
trated to the southward, have been ge-
nerally only on particular parts, so as
to leave immensely vast tracts of
ocean yet unexplored. I think, were
a ship ordered to cross backwards
and forwards, as far as she could pene-
trate south, and then back to 40° S.
in a zigzag direction, say every &°
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lengitude, that something would be ad-
ded to the discoveries of this age.

The large island lately discovered off
Cape Horn, named New South  Shet-
land, is a proof of the truth of this
opinion. It is true, that if there are
islands, they may be of no use; yet if
they prove places where oil or seal skins
can be procured, they would be of great
value.

Having little wind on the 18th
and 19th November, we were as far to
the southward as 46° 10’ ; there we still
observed fogs, sea weed, and birds; sure
indications, in my opinion, of land being
to the southward. It is generally be-
lieved, that in these seas the current
runs to the eastward. We had no op-
portunity of trying it, yet from the ship
being always as far a-head, and some-
times farther than the dead reckoning,
it may be presumed it is so; and if so,
no sca weed can float from Australia.
Therefore, all that is seen must either
float from St Paul or Amsterdam ; and,
from the quantity we noticed between
these islands and S. W. Van Dieman’s
land, I am strongly inclined to. think,
that some large island or islands exist

c3
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in these quarters. On the 25th No-
vember, at four in the afternoon, we
made S. W. Cape Van Dieman’s Land.
The sight of this island, (being the in-
tended residence of a great number of
settlers we had on board), made them
strain every faculty before dark, to form
some opinion respecting the land of their
adoption. We lay to part of the night;
at daylight passed inside the Mew stone,
and stood for Admiral d’Entrecateaux
Channel ; which in long nights is per-
haps the best, as there is anchorage all
the way through. The tides are un-
certain, and I think can never be very
strong; as we wrought against them,
the wind changing shortly after getting
into it. Here we lost one of our pas-
sengers, the person before mentioned
as being unwell at the Cape. He died
just as we entered the Channel. He had
two sons on board ; one of them a mar-
ried man, with a family of five children.
He had been gradually declining since
" we left the Cape; and for some days
previous to his death, had often express-
ed a wish to reach the land. His
wishes, in fact, were partly realized ;
as he was interred the second day after
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his death in Hobart Town Church Yard.
His name was Road Knight. We came
to anchor on Sunday the 26th Novem-
ber, about 11 in the evening, in D’Entre-
cateaux channel,and the next day got un-
der weigh. About 38 in the afternoon we
saw Hobart Town ; and the pilot came
on board very shortly afterwards. We
saw some vessels at anchor, and found
that two convict ships, a brig from
India with India goods, and two colonial
vessels were there. The naval officer
came on board about a mile from Hob-
art Town, and took the manifest and
list of passengers; and though we had a
corpse on board, allowed us to land im-
mediately. The arrival of a vessel with
so many settlers was an object of some
importance in the colony. There also ar-
rived same day, about two hours after
the Skelton,’ the Caroline, Captain Tay-
lor, having 80 or 40 passengers, which
naturally increased the interest of our
arrival. Some of the passengers went on
shore that evening to get lodgings, and
found that the terms demanded were
exceedingly high; from one, to one and
a half guineas per week, for small unfur-
nished houses, and these not plentiful.
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Licut.” Governor Sorrel sent an inti-
mation, that he would wish the settlers
to call at Government House; many of
them not being aware that they should
immediately have waited on the Gover-
nor. But both their own interest, and the
etiquette of the colony requires them to
do so as soon as possible, to state their
views, and prepare a schedule of the
property they possess. Their grants of
land being made out in proportion to
their capital, their statement can be re-
quired on oath. Several instances hav-
ing occurred of persons describing them-
selves worth much more than they really
were, and also setting a ridiculous value
on goods or moveables, to swell the
amount of their schedule. T believe the
oath is seldom administered, as the Go-
vernor acts on the most liberal terms
with respect to their grants. One half of
what the settler gets is seldom made use
of, nor is it likely to be in this genera-
tion. Land is now, however, saleable,
particularly if a large proprietor is
anxious to get as much as possible in
one focus.  The present system of agri-
culture being any’ thing but the im-
provement of land, in fact they pitch on
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a good piece ; plough it till it is exhaust-
ed, and then pitch on another piece.

The settler, at such an immense dis-
tance from home, begins now to feel the
difficulties of his situation, especially
when every kind of useful thing is en-
hanced three times its real value, by
the avarice of the merchants; who,
however, it must be admitted, certain-
ly run great risk in selling their goods;
but if they get half they charge they are
well paid.

I shall now attempt to describe the
river Derwent, from Hobart Town up-
wards. This river, in a nautical point
of view, is of the greatest value, as there
- is plenty of water for any vessel, six or
seven miles above Hobart Town, and
I think there are at least 14 feet at
high tides, up to New Norfolk, the
first settlement of any consequence
situated on the banks of the river. New
Norfolk is about 22 miles by water,
and much the same by land. The scite
of a new town is marked out on the left
side of the river, on an eminence called
Richmond Hill. The town is to be nam-
ed Elizabeth Town. The situation is
well chosen; and when it is considered,
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that it will be the shipping place for all
the settlements at new Norfolk, it will
most likely in a few years hecome a
town of some note ; at present there are
10t more than 28 or 24 houses. Govern-
ment intend to erect a school, and other
buildings, as they may be required.

It is not until you come up to New
Norfolk, that you discover the value of
Van Dieman’s land in an agricultural
pointof-view. You thereobserve corn, bar-
ley, &c. thriving well, under the manage-
ment in general, of only very indiffer-
ent farmers, who with confined means
contrive to get a few acres of -wheat
sown. The agriculturists are complete-
ly kept down by the merchants, and po-
litical causes. Government is the prin-
cipal purchaser; and it only takes off a
limited quantity, for the purposes of
feeding the convicts that are employed
at public works. That demand has late-
Iy increased, owing to the immense
number of persons sent out, more parti-
cularly to Van Dieman’s Land, which
colony has proved itself the granary of
New South Wales.

Those parts I visited, present a com-
plete belt of mountains encircling plains,
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something similar to the downs we have
in England. On the slopes of these lands
are mauny fine situations for arable and
pasture farms. The country is pecu-
liarly adapted for sheep; and that ani-
mal thrives uncommonly well, and in-
creases astonishingly. = The wool, at
present, is of little value, being coarse
and hairy ; but this is not natural to the
climate, as its wool has decidedly im-
proved. The attention of the proprie-
tors is directed to produce fine wool ; se-
veral merinos, from the flocks of John
Mc¢Arthur, Esq. and other gentlemen,
having been sent to this colony ; and, in
two or three seasons, there is no doubt
the flocks will improve in quality. The
country is not particularly. well watered ;
vet, taking its climate into considera-
tion, it is much superior to Australia,
where the burning heats in summer dry
up every thing. At present, few at-
tempts have been made either to sink
wells or form tanks, which will be the
case when the country is more fully peo-
pled.

The wheat of this colony is uncom-
monly fine. Hitherto barley and oats
have not been' cultivated, excepting
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small quantities of the former for brew-
ers, which trade, at present, is at a very
low ebb. A brewery is about to be begun
by a gentleman, which will most likely
supersede the necessity of importing
malt liquors, by making beer, &c. of a
good quality. This gentleman has ad-
vertised to give 7s. per bushel for barley.
Any person would naturally think this
would encourage agriculture; but the
facility of procuring the necessaries of
life being great, and little energy in the
agriculturist, improvement does not in-
crease in the rapid way it would, were
industry the order of the day. Under
the present Governor the country is like-
ly soon to become of importance, as eve-
ry exertion is making towards improv-
ing and making roads, and also laying
the foundation of such public works as
will be of great use to the community. -

The executive is much cramped,
by .orders of rigid economy from home ;
yet if England has a colony which
will be of great importance, this is one ;
to which, under proper management,
she ought to extend a liberal hand. I
bave no doubt but the returns from
these settlements will, by good manage-



TO NEW SOUTH WALES. 87

ment, and with reasonable advantagns,
become of great value.

This colony has for some years sup-
plied New South Wales with grain, as
well as with great quantities of animal
food, such as salted beef, mutton, and
pork.

Last season, fifty thousand bushels of
wheat were exported from the settle-
ments of Hobart Town, Pitt Water, and
Port Dalrymple, besides many tons of
salted provisions. Indeed, without the
Derwent, the settlements in Australia
would be in danger of want; the heavy
rains of 1820 having made the Governor
in Chief afraid of a short supply, he gave
a tacit permission to the captain of the
Surry to import a cargo. 'That ship
loaded at Valparaiso, and arrived in
June 1821, with 15,000 bushels of
wheat.  The alarm which had been
caused by the floods, however, proved
groundless; yet wheat, at the time of
the Surry’s arrival, brought 12s. per
bushel, particularly Van Dieman’s Land
wheat. The price of this article, in Syd-
ney market, fell in consequence of this
arrival. The high price which it com-
manded, shews that it was wanted. In
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so limited a market, in very abundant
crops, there being no means of foreign ex-
ort, the prices are exceedingly low ; but
Government always give 10s. per bushel
for a certain quantity, taking it from
every settler in proportion to the num-
ber of acres he has in cultivation. When
wheat is cheap, he of course swells the
statement of his lands in cultivation, to
as great amount as he can. These small
matters of finesse are, however, too trif-
fling to be of any very great consequence-
As the country becomes more popu-
Ious, the regulations of the Colony will
be better attended to; and though the
Governor, and persons connected with
the Commissariat, are frequently accused
of partiality in the distribution of the
advantages to be derived from the sales
of produce, or the gifts of lands, yet it
may be believed, that they are as im-
partial as they possibly can be; consider-
ing that some power must be entrusted to
them, and they ought alone to be judges
of many acts which were, perhaps, highly
expedient and necessary, either for the
benefit of government, or the public
weal. In small governments, and more
especially in a government of the nature
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of that of New South Wales, the Go-
vernor being necessarily vested with
arbitary power, is subject to much ani-
madversion from private individuals;
who, though they dare not openly ex-
press their ideas of his conduct, yet are
still privately misrepresenting all his
public acts. These ideas necessarily sug-
gest themselves from the common con-
versation which occurs in most parties.
Perhaps it is natural for an Englishman
to be dissatisfied with those who have
the charge of affairs; and if such be
the case, dissatisfaction and constant
finding fault, do not lose by convey-
ance to a southern hemisphere ; for men
have their opinions and parties on poli-
tical management there, as well as in the
mother country. At present, there is only
one newspaper published, which perhaps
is fortunate for the future improvement
of the Colonies; otherwise half of the
time of the people would be employed
in venting their party spleen. Though
decidedly a friend to freedom of dis-
cussion, when it has a tendency to im-
prove the real knowledge of mankind,
I am an enemy to that freedom, so soon
as it indulges itself in any other way,
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or becomes a mere vehicle of misrepre-
sentation and abuse.

The River Derwent is capable of
cultivation on both sides, except some
particular parts where the mountains
are very steep.

The district of the Coal River is per-
haps as good as any land in the country.
It is about ten to sixteen miles from
Kangaroo Point, where you cross the
river to Hobart Town. In fact, al-
most all the best parts settled, are on
the opposite side to the capital. In the
Pitt Water districts which I visited,
there are as fine farms as any in Eng-
land, and erections which have cost
from £2,000 to £3,000.

Inclosures are, however, too much ne-
glected ; and those regulations with res-
pect to this, which have been issued,
should now be strictly enforced, so that
the country may be fully equal to its
wants, without the supply of materials
from other countries.

Flour for exportation would answer
very well in many parts ; but that article
is not at present of so much consequence,
until the quantity of wheat land accumu-
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lates beyond the consumption of the
island and New South Wales.

The rearing of horses in the present
stage of the colony, is also very desirable,
as they have not at present a sufficiency
at a reasonable price to carry on any
extensive operation of farming. ‘

I was offered five hundred pounds to
bring a good horse out for the improve-
ment of the mares, to produce a race
with more bone; those they now have
being by no means deficient in blood.
The horses are mostly of the Cape breed,
and a few gentlemen have Arabs.

With respect to the production of the
orchard, or kitchen garden, every thing
may be grown in great plenty, and of
exceeding good flavour, as good as in
the counties near London. Hitherto some
of our fine fruits have not yet been im-
ported, but when they are, there is little
doubt but the most choice wall-fruit will
be produced; the raspberry and straw-
berries are excellent ; cherries are as yet
scarce, but they only want our best sorts
to produce any quantity. In countries
so thinly inhabited there is not much
attention paid to the rarer sorts,

Gooseberries are at present scarce;

D3
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but this fruit, as well as red and white
currants, will soon be very plentiful.
The potatoes are also excellent,and every
species of vegetables are in the greatest
plenty with those families who take the
trouble to rear them. The climate is
similar to that of England, excepting
that the nights are considerably colder
in summer ; so much so indeed, that it is
not uncommon to have a fire in summer,
in the evenings. There are only two
ports at present in this settlement ; viz.
‘Hobart Town on the river Derwent,
and Port Dalrymple, on the Tamar,
a river not so safe as the Derwent,
yet I am inclined to think it will be a
very desirable situation, as the land on
the banks of the river is much superior
to the land in the immediate vicinity of
the Derwent.
- Port Dalrymple lies north of the
river Derwent, and of course, somewhat
warmer, from what information I could
collect. The river Tamer has a rapid
stream, and a flow of from 10 to 18
feet water, is navigable for 45 miles to
Lanceston, for vessels drawing 10 to
12 feet water, and at George Town
-cove, five miles within the heads, is safe
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for vessels of from 12 to 19 feet water,
where they can lay afloat at low water
tide. There is a bar about half a mile
below Lanceston, which the vessels
take the opportunity at high tide to
cross, when they lay near the wharf.
The tides here are slight.

The banks of the river are generally
low lands, sufficiently above the level
of the sea. Boats can penetrate 10 miles
above Lanceston. Such parts as are ele-
vated, are generally iron stone, other
parts mud. The Supply river, a small
stream, which unites itself into the
Tamer, runs from the western hills,
is 16 miles above George Town. A-
bout a mile from its entrance there is
fresh water. There are not many streams
on the banks of the river ; but that de-
ficiency of water may be supplied by
sinking wells. There are three wells at
George Town, which give excellent wa-
ter. George Town contains at present,
including Military, Civil Officers, Pris-
oners, about 700 persons; Lanceston
about five hundred. The latter place is
more for merchants, settlers, &c. than
the former. There are said to be many
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fine districts of land in the vicinity of-
Port Dalrymple ; and it will no doubt
soon be a thriving settlement. It is the
intention of Government, to form a set-
tlement at an early day at Oyster Bay,
on the east side of the island. It has a
commodious safe harbour, and the land
in the vicinity is considered good. From
its situation, it will no doubt be a de-
. sireable settlement. In June 1821, the
commencement of this settlement had
not taken place. The south sea whalers
frequently put in, as the black whale vi-
sits all the bays on this coast. Last
year several whales were caught within
sight of Hobart Town in the Derwent ;
and in Storm Bay passage, they were
very common during the winter months.
A great deal of oil is of course made
from those whales and Basses Strait
seals ; where, as well as in the bays and
rivers, these fish are very abundant. As
their quarters, however, are getting
much disturbed, it is likely that they
will remove to where they may be less
so. Great quantities of seal skins
and oil are sent to Sidney, and shipped
for England. But as vessels now go
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regularly to Van Dieman’s Land, they

will probably shortly send vessels home
direct.. Van Dieman’s Land was ori-

ginally peopled from Norfolk Island;
which place was abandoned eighteen
years ago, it not having an anchor-
age where a vessel could lay with safe-
ty. The population at Van Dieman’s
Land has been increased since, by the
most refractory and worst description of
convicts, and lately by a good many set-
tlers from England. The society, till
lately was therefore on a very moderate
scale, and crimes are very frequent.
Men rendered desperate retreat to the
woods ; or, as it is termed, go a bush-
ranging, and rob to supply their wants,
and often commit worse crimes. There
were executed in 1821, above 10 persons,
besides a number sent to the coal works
at Newcastle. This, in a small population
of 6000 persons, is very lamentable. A
number of free settlers, havinglately gone
with their families, will imprave the co-
lony, by setting a good example to those
born of convict parents, many of whom
are fast approaching to maturity.
The immoderate use of spirituous li



46 NARRATIVE OF A VOYAGE

quors is the great bane of these colonies ;
a plentiful supply of that, and of Brazil
tobacco is their summum bonum. It is, at
the same time, gratifying to say, that a
great proportion of the children of the
first settlers are not so addicted to
drinking ; and would, with preper care,
and having a good example before them,
become useful members of society. A
merchant told me, there was more pro-
fit to be made of a puncheon of rum,
than of the best farm in Van Dieman’s
Land. That, however, can mow mno
longer be the case, as rum is plentiful ;
and so perverse is human nature, that
the desire will decrease in proportion as
the facility of procuring a favourite in-
dulgence is increased. The children born
inthose colonies, and now grown up, speak
a better language, purer, more harmo-
nious, than is generally the case in most
parts of England. The amalgamation
of such various dialects assembled to-
gether, seems to improve the mode of
articulating the words. The children
are tall and well made.

The Aborigenes of the country are
not numerous, sometimes 50 to 60 men,
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women, and children are met with. They
are perfectly harmless, more from igno-
rance than any other cause. A man with
a single musket will make them run.
There have, however, been instances of
stock-keepers, at distant stations, having
been murdered. They are a distinct
race from the New Hollanders, having
woolly hair like the negroes, whereas
the New Hollanders have coarse lank
hair, quite black. Both races are in the
lowest scale of human beings.

As in all small societies, there is not so
much of that liberal feeling which prevails
in large cities, so in Hobart Town, the
different families are not upon that foot-
ing of mutual good will, which would be
productive of happiness to themselves,
and of great advantage to the rising
prosperity of the colony.

From what has been said, it may be
necessary to give an opinion of Van Die-
man’s Land as a colony. It is certain-
ly not a well watered country, (with
small streams such as water our own
country) but probably springs yet undis-
covered may be found on the sides of
those hills with which this island
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abounds. It is mostly a woody country,
€xcept those large extensive plains found
in different parts, which would maintain
large flocks of sheep, as well as the hill
sides themselves.

To clear the land requires great labour,
There are two or three modes of clearing.
One is, by cutting the tree down, andthen
stump-rooting it, as it is called ; which is
done by digging round the roots, cutting
the various branch roots, and then com-
pletely drawing it out from the earth.
The treeand its branches arethen dispos-
‘ed as near each other as possible, a fire is
made with dry wood, every 8 or 10 feet
along the tree, which burns right
through it; so that trees, 80 to 40 feet
long are cut by fire, when they are more
easily burnt by drawing them together,
and with dry brush-wood completely
burn them. Others again, cut the trees
-and branches down, and destroy them
by fire, letting the stumps stand a
season or two. ‘They then raise a
mound  of turf around them, with
a small vent, which being set fire
to in the inside, burns like an oven.
This mode completely burns the root,
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as well as most of the branch roots, the
fire spreading under the surface of the
earth. Amn objection I have heard to
that mode is, that it vitrifies the earth,
and destreys vegetation. I do not know,
howewver, whether that is proved by ex-
perience. At all events, the labour is
immense in clearing land, as they nei-
ther turn the tree, ashes, nor the bark
to any account. A great proportion of
#he trees have very slender roots. It is
not uncommen to cut round, at a small
«distance, the root -of a tree, and let the
wind blow it down. That, however, is a
practice dangerous to the cattle. The
wood isof aheavy kind, frequently large. Tt
isalmost all straight timber. Planks might
‘be cut of it to supply the wants of an im-
mense navy. Crooked timber is scarce.
A great proportion of the trees.are also
either heart-shook, or decayed. Still, a
great proportion of the trees would make
excellent planks. It may be cut in any
quantity, and any length. The roads
and labour at present, with the want
of proper timber carriages, will prevent
the wood from being made use of for a
iength of time ; and whether the plank
is worth the labeur of cutting and

E
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conveyance to Great Britain is at pre- .
sent uncertain. The natural grasses
of this country are capable .of main-
taining large herds of cattle, as well
as immense flocks of sheep. With ar-
tificial grasses and good cultivation, any
quantity could be produced and fed.
Wool will be the only export for some
time to Great Britain, unless the plank
would answer the British Navy. At
present, the inhabitants get their living
too easily to expect that they will turn
their attention to the advantages of the
Colony, except where an immediate pro-
fit is to be reaped. Two-thirds of the
wool raised is either destroyed or wast-
ed ; and it is only this year that any at-
tempt has been made to save it. From
the census of stock, Yan Dieman’s land
is stated to have upwards of 100,000
sheep, a considerable number more than
New South Wales. That colony ships
nearly 150,000 1bs. of wool yearly, and
is greatly increasing. In Van Dieman’s
Iand, I am persuaded, they might ship
much more ; and although perhaps not
so fine, would pay the growers equally
well, from their having a larger quantity
in each fleece. I think too, that if pro-
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per attention was paid to- the wool, it
would be as fine as New South Wales.
Any settler who leaves his home foz
these colonies, if he is a poor man;
will get on much more easily in this set-
tlement than in New South Wales, where
the high prices of cattle will materially les-
sen his breeding stock to.commence with.
Horses are, however, dearer in Van
Dieman’s land, The' climate is more
natural to an Englishman ;. and. neithexr
the heats of summer, or cold in winter,
will prevent the operations of agricul-
ture, or impair or depress the physical
powers of man. In the present state of
the colony, the police, and safety of pro-
perty is much. inferior to New South
Wales. That inferiority is, however,
in. these respects, likely to be remedied;
as it is confidently expected, that a
Jjudge, and. judge-advceate, will be ap-
pointed to preside in civil and criminal
cases ;. which cases have generally hith-
erto had to wait those eivil officers from
Sidney, to the great delay and: incon-
venience of civil cases, as well as the bad
consequences resulting from thelong con.

finement of criminals. At present, the
Courts in Van Dieman’s land are confined:
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to sums not exceeding £50. The mer.
chants, however, manage in their money
matters to take notes for £50; say a
debt of £500, take ten notes of £50
each, which brings them within the ju-
risdiction of their courts. Here, as in
New South Wales, the trial is not by
jury, but a bench of gentlemen of the
colony, who settle disputes when within
the -above named sum. The eriminal
court consists of a presiding judge-advo-
eate, with two officers of any detachment
then in the colony. Van Dieman’s land
will more rapidly increase in value, than
New South Wales,from its natural confin-
ed limits; and land is saleable now at
from 5s- to 7s. 6d. per acre. There is
.generally too little attention paid to the
qualifications of persons receiving grants
of land. No person should- receive it,
unless he either employs a capital to
improve it, or resides on it himself.

On the 5th January 1821, the Skel-
ton having taken on board a quantity of
‘the woel of the colony, and some pro-
visions on freight, we proceeded to Sid-
-ney in Port Jackson.

The day after sailing, though a fine
time of the year, the seasons in the south-
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ern-hemisphere being opposite to ours;.

we experienced a strong gale from the
northward, with a very unpleasant sea,

which we had rarely experienced the

whole of our voyage from Europe: It
only continued a few hours, when we
got a fair wind. On the 10th of Ja-

nuary we werée off Jervis- bay, and con=-

gratulated ourselves on reaching Sidney
the next day, it being only about twelve

hours sail distant. We were, however, -

disappointed. ‘The wind came foul ; and
astrong current fromr the north also-set
against us; and instead of reaching’Sid-
ney as we expected, we did not get off the
heads of Port Jackson until the 17th Jan-
uary. At the latter part of a southerly
gale, and during the regular north-east
wind, which blows nearly all the summer
months, thereis a strong current running
along the coast, at the rate sometimes of
two miles an hour. I'think itruns from
north by-east, to south by west.

After making the entrance, near which,
on the south head, stands a ‘conspicuous
light house, we got a pilot on board.

The wind was down the river; we, how.-

ever, having a flood tide, beat up to
Sidney Cove, distant about seven miles
ES
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from the entrance. The only danger is
a shoal, called the Sow and Pigs, which
lies near the centre of the river; it is,
-howgver, easily avoided with a leading
wind. This shoal is nearly.dry, and is just
abreast of the light, within the South
Head. Near the entrance of the cove
at Sidney, we were met by the naval
officer, who took the ship’s papers. On
the next day, the passengers for New
South Wales disembarked ; and we pro-
ceeded to land the remaining part of
our outward cargo. The town of Sid-
ney contains a great number of good
houses. We were, however, struck with
the Dbarren appearance of the sides of
the river, which is mostly all rocks,
covered with small trees and brush
wood. The river has many coves, all
of which are excellent harbours. Sid«
ney Cove is perhaps as secure a harbour
as any inthe world. It would contain a
large fleet of merchant ships  moored
close. It being rare to see mere than
10 or 20 sail ef vessels, ‘they moor with
two bowers, and swing.

The wharf at Sidney is tolerably com-
modious for landing goods. It would he,
however, a great facility to business, if



TO NEW SOUTH WALES. - 55

cranes were erected, which might easily
be done, as there is plenty of hard timber,
which would answer the purpose. The
price of iron is also much reduced. It isnot
more than £17 to £20 per ton. About
eighteen months before, £80 to £90 were
paid. The market for merchandize is
at all times uncertain, and extremely
fluctuating ; as, in a small population,
there is but a trifling demand for any
one article. Mercantile speculation be-
ing directed that way, a glut of most
articles of merchandize will most likely
ensue.

The principal supplies for the con-
victs is sent from the mother country;
it is therefore to be recollected, that
the merchants’ consumption is only
among the free settlers, and the fa-
milies of those who have become free.
Sidney is supplied with rum, tea, su-
gar, &c. from China and Calcutta.
Good green tea was worth, by the
chest, 2s. 6d. per lb. and sugar, by
the box of 1} cwt. about 5d. to 6d.
per Ib. The Isle of France also sends
sugar and rum ; and such articles as they
have a surplus of from Europe are also
sent, viz. French brandies, wines;, &e.
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‘The Isle of France being made a free
port, all Buropean goods will find their
way, either. from thence or- from the
Cape of Good Hope,. independent of the
direct supply from Great Britain. .

To speak:of the face of the country-
it is all covered with wood; and, till you
get nearly 20 miles into the country,
the land is in general very- indifferent;
more especially near Sidney, it is not
worth the cultivating. The soil 20
miles back improves, and 40 miles in-
land is very good. The expenses of
firing land effectually is from £5 to
£6 per acre;.and a strong bar fence,
which is the best; costs-about 8s.per yard. -
It is to be recollected, that these pay-
ments are-often made in property, which
-1s sometimes 100 per cent above the real
value, thus materially lessening. the ex-
pense.. A person intending to clear land,
either after receiving a grant, or pur-
chasing, carries into the country, if he
-has capital, .a chest of tea, half a ton of
sugar, and slop clothing, which he pays
-away to his workmen at a. considerable
advance. With rum, tobacco, andall other
articles he does the same. - Therefore, a
man who goes out with a full intention.of
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settling, should take care to provide
himself with as many of these articles as
it would be advisable to purchase with
the means he possesses. England, at
present, is decidedly the best market for
spirits, clothing, and sugar; the latter
article from Calcutta is at present very
little higher in London than at the ship-
ping ports. The high rate of freight
which the small India vessels charge to
Sidney, makes their goods quite as high
as when exported from Great Britain.
Good sugar from £40 to £45 per ton ;
Hyson skin tea, per chest, £7 to £8.
Bengal rum, duty paid, 18s. per gallon.
This is 83 per cent over proof, which of
course reduces it to 12s. 6d. London
proof. _

It is likely that the Bengal rum will
begin to get out of use, as the duties on
spirits are to be levied on London proof,
not on quantity as heretofore. This re-
gulation took place 1st January 1822.
Permission has also been given to distil.
The advantages offered to distillers are
very great. They are only to pay 2s. 6d.
per gallon on home made spirits, whilst
10s. per gallon is charged on all import-
ed- This permission has for its object
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the encouragement of agriculture; but:
such is the apathy amongst the agricul--
turists, that I am doubtful whether:
grain in sufficient quantity will-be raised:
in a short time to answer such demand:
as would be created by distilleries.. That
apathy in agriculture is however by no
means general, as many gentlemen of
liberal ideas have certainly done great
good to the cauntry, by shewing the
capabilities. of the soil, 'and the advan.
tages to be derived from good manage-
ment.. It is, however, to.be remembered;
that these gentlemen have expended a
large capital in' these improvements,
which will not perhaps make a return
equal to their expectations; yet the
prospect of gain from these improve.
ments rests on a goad basis ; and as time-
rolls on, will ultimately enable them to
realize a handsome-return for the capital
expended..

Isaw a few paddocks of clover and
English grasses, in as good condition as
I have seen the same fields in' England:
The wheat, at least: what I saw, is not
so good. The wheat ripens too quick,.
and the want of slight showers prevents
the grain filling in that way which. it
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does in cooler latitudes. Al kinds of
agricultural implements, such as carts,
waggons, ploughs, &c. are tolerably
cheap, about 20 per cent dearer than at
bome. Threshing machines are scarce.
A few on a small scale are wanted for
the smaller class of settlers. The iron
work only should be taken out, the wood
work can be done there. Carts, ploughs,
&c. are sent from Sidney to Van Die-
man’s land, where the high price of me-
chanics’ labour makes those mnecessary
articles much dearer. The market at
Sidney, -on Saturday, is well provided
with grain, poultry, and vegetables. It
is fashionable for the ladies and gentle-
men to go early on that day to assist
the markets by their presence. The po-
tatoes grown in this latitude are not
nearly so good as in Van Dieman’s land.
But they have good vegetables all the
year round.

The orange, mulberry, apples, and
pears are very good, as also the grapes.
I do not think, however, that near Sid-
ney, the vine could be planted with ad-
vantage for the making of wine. At
present, these colonies are too young;
and unless an attempt was begun on 2
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large scale and ~well supported, it
would most likely only end in the
ruin of the first speculator. Oranges
and finer fruits are sent to Van Die-
man’s land, for which returns are made
in grain, salted meat, and potatoes.

In speaking of these settlements, it of
course refers only to such parts as are
in use, which is hardly a unit of the
whole. The immense extent of Australia
is such, and so little has yet been disco-
vered of what it is really capable of, that
it is difficult to judge what it may be
hereafter. The settlements, I think,
should extend to the south principally.
Government has lately sent a colony to
Port Macquarie, about 160 miles north
of Sidney, to form a new port, to which
it is meant to send refractory -convicts.
Those from Newecastle are expected to be
removed, and the coal works disposed of,
which is the best mode of brirging the
settlement of Newcastle into use. Irom
information 1 received from a gentleman
of good ebservation, the advantages of
good soil and water -carriage is very
great at Newcastle, and the river on
which it is situated.

The land is excellent pasturage, both
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for cattle and sheep. It also abounds
with valuable timber, which, situated
near the water, may become of great
value. The mouth of the harbour at
Newcastle has about 12 feet water at
high tide. Its rise and fall at spring
tides is about 6 feet. The near vicinity
of Sidney to Newcastle by water car-
riage is such, that settlers would more
easily get their produce from thence
- than from the interior of New Holland ;
and as the pasturage is stated to be ex-
cellent, all the best productions of the
colony may be raised on the banks of
the river. A vessel from Sidney fre-
quently makes two trips in the week to
Newcastle ; and if steam packets were
established, could go backwards and
forwards three times.

New Holland has unfortunately no
rivers of any magnitude which penetrate
into the heart of the country, more than
from 20 to 85 miles.

The river from Botany Bay is na-
vigable for large boats to Liverpool,
a place 21 miles by land from Sid-
ney; but it is very little used. This
river is extremely winding, not less

F
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than 40 miles from Botany Bay to Li-
verpool.

Liverpool has a handsome brick
church, government store, jail, . and
neat parsonage, with perhaps about 40
scattered houses.

This town must, however, rapidly in-
crease, as it lies on the main road to-
Sidney from several fertile districts,
where settlements of magnitude have
been formed. .

The river Hawkesbury has its mouth
in Crooked Bay, about 14 miles north
of Port Jackson. Itrunsup to Windsor ;
and for small craft, is navigable some
distance above. There is water of 10
feet for vessels. The river at Wind-
sor is as wide as the upper part of
the Medway. It is with astonishment
you are informed, that this river, in
heavy rains, swells from 40 to 60 feet.
Nothing but being on the spot, and see-
ing evident marks of the inundation on
the banks, could have made me credit it.

These heavy rains completely flood
the Hawkesbury lands,—a fine flat dis-
trict of land so called. = This land owes
its fertility in a great measure to these
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floods, They are now beginning to turn
it into artificial grasses, and choosing
places for wheat out of the influence of
these floods, some seasons having occur-
red, in which their crop, dwelling-house,
and cattle have been swept off. The
town of Windsor had a very good coun-
try church finishing, when I was there,
in a handsome style, together with a
very handsome cottage belonging to
Government. A Government store,
jail, &c. form the other public buildings.
This small town is the prettiest situated
place I saw in New South Wales. Tt is
situated on thebanks of theHawkesbury,
36 miles from Sidney, on a gentle emi-
nence. It is frequently surrounded with
water. 'The Hawkesbury, from where
it flows is, I understand, very winding,

and takes in a large district of country,

which in most parts is not occupied-
The Steam-boats could be used with
great advantage on these rivers. One
evil at present is, that in the floods, the
force of the current sweeps down trees
and brush wood, which makes the river
dangerous to navigate, until the situa-
tion of these trees are known ; and suc-

=W
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ceeding floods frequently alter their po-
sition. Government ought to burn off,
and clear all the land for a moderate.
distance from the banks, which would
prevent the rivers from getting choak-
ed; and all grants given on the banks
of rivers, should be given on condition
of the settler clearing the land within
the influence of these floods.

It would save Government a great
sum of money per annum, if they had a
steam packet from Sidney to New-
castle. There are 8 or 9 months in the
year, that such a vessel could go with
ease, the weather being very mild in
summer months. Nor do I conceive any
risk, as she might be fitted with square
sails to use oceasionally. Two sets of ap-
paratus should be sent out with Dantzic
fir plank to her; the ribs could be
procured easily near Sidney, at no
heavier expense than American oak.
Those steam hoats which are on the
Clyde, would also do well on the river
Derwent, which is like an arm of the
sea. She ought to have a platform on
which sheep or cattle might be trans-
ported, as well as room for carrying
wheat or other goods. In Van Dieman’s
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land, there are none of the disadvantages
of foul rivers. It is not subject to floods.
Only such rains as are common in our
own country. In every new country,
every machine which lessens carriages
and labour ought to be attempted. The
want of a secure conveyance for grain,
is much felt on the river Derwent, as
some of the settlements lie wide from
Hobart Town, at the Coal river and
Pitt water; which produce has to be
transported by open boats, often the
cause of damage, and not unfrequently
of plunder.

A steam-boat, sent out in frame, with
Baltic fir, exported to plank her, would
pay on that river, better than any steam
boat Company in the mother country.

Paramatta is thelargesttown,excepting
Sidney. There is a good church, Govern.
ment house, barracks for a detachment,
Jail, and a factory of a very handsome ap-
pearance for such transported females as
are not taken into the service of those
settlers who require female servants.
They are employed in manufacturing
coarse cloths, and pay for their wool in
kind. The surplus, I suppose, is applied
to government purposes. Paramatta

F3
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is formed into streets, has several good
houses in it, and contains a considerable
number of inhabitants. The parsonage
house is a very handsome brick building,
occupied by the Rev. Samuel Marsden,
the first Clergyman in the colony, and
whose exertions to bring New Zealand
into notice are well known. Paramatta is
situated about 20 miles by water, and
16 by land from Sidney; the river is
navigable half way up, and has several
extensive coves in it, which have suf-
ficient water for any vessel. The banks
of the river are however not fertile, ex-
cept a few spots, which gives the eyesome
small relief in sailing up. The road to
Paramatta is equal to the best roads we
have in England. There is a turnpike
at Sidney, and another at Paramatta.
Considering the age of the country, and
the rains which fall, which must have a
tendency to destroy roads, these are in
very good order, and are daily improv-
ing. The heavy rains of this colony is
one of the draw backs from its natural ad.
vantages. It has another, which is per-
haps as bad, if not worse : Some seasons
a dry N. W. wind sets in, which com-
pletely burns up vegetation, and dries up
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all the water. The cattle in such sea-
sons have frequently perished. A kind
of grasshopper, or locust, has also spread
over the land, and ate up the herbage
of the colony, not sparing the English
grasses, but ate them also with great
avidity.

During the season I was there, 1820-1,
nothing of the kind occurred; yet
the heat of summer was such as to de.
press and prevent those physical powers,
which can be exercised in a more genial
climate;: Whether or not the native set-
tlers, born in this colony, who have been
long inured to it, feel such effects, I am
not certain ; but this much is certain,
that the improvements of this colony
are rather more the effect of government
resources, than from those natural re-
sources, which it might be supposed
should exist in a country, given to those
who choose to make use of it.

The new settlement about forming,
is considerably north of Sidney, called
Port Macquarrie. It has a bad entrance,
One vessel was lost, which was sent
down with the first party, To this
place, as I have before said, convicts are
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sent who come under the operation of
the law.

It may be necessaryto state, to persons
wishing to emigrate to these colonies, that
unless they carry out capital, they must
work for such persons as require their
services. They will, if clever and tempe-
rate, easily acquire the means of begin-
ning themselves. Those who have ca-
pital, and begin judiciously, may locate
themselves comfortably, either in this
colony, or Van Dieman’s Land. I would
myself give the preference to Van Die-
man’s Land, both with respect to its
present state and future prospects. All
the land in the neighbourhood of Port
Jackson, is already, or nearly disposed
of, so that it would be nzcessary to move
at least from 50 to 60 miles, or even
further, to procure a settlement. Go-
vernment have given large grants for dif-
ferent services performed, by purchases,
and by other means. Within 80 to 60
miles of Sidney, the land has all fallen
into the hands of, comparatively speak-
ing, a small number of persons, who do
not till the quantity they ought, in pro-
portion to their extent, but use the land
for grazing. Were a man to take, his
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grants in the centre of Van Dieman’s
Land, he is not further from a shipping
place, than he would be now to take a
grant in New South Wales.

Van Dieman’s land has many natural
advantages over New Holland for present
settlers, and for future prospects. Its
climate will not depress his natural vi-
gour, but carry him to the close of life
with a constitution unimpaired. Not
that T mean to say, that Port Jackson is
an unhealthy climate; but I do not
think it tends to promote longevity.
Van Dieman’s land being limited by the
ocean, the land will encrease in value with
more rapidity. As population encreases,
its circumscribed limits will always have
that tendency. It possesses within itself
sufficient quantity of good soil, capable
of maintaining a large population. It
wants nothing but a government to
direct its inhabitants to industry, and to
see its laws and regulations well enfor-
ced, to become one of the finest settle-
ments that Great Britain possesses.
Those who prefer New South Wales to
Van Dieman’s land, should retire back to
Bathurst, about 120 miles westward,
where they will find a country thinner
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wooded, tolerably well watered, and a
climate, in consequence of its elevation,
much more cool than the neighbourhood
of Sidney. The difficulty of land carriage
fs the great obstacle ; but, as time rolls
on, means will develope themselves, to
carry baek the necessary supplies, and
return the produce.

The profits of the present agricul-
turists arise, first from the sale of cattle
turned into the commissariat stores,
for which he receives &d. per 1b. ; wheat
at 10s. per bushel; fat sheep sold to
butchers at Sidney, about 7d. per lb.
butter about 2s. Cheese is also made,
and fetches from 1s- to 1s. 6d. but it
is inferior. 'Those farmers who have
English grasses might soon make as
good cheese as the second sort of Eng-
land. At present they do not well under-
stand the management of the dairy ; and
probably the cattle going in herds with
the calves, not in inclosures as in Eng-
land, may have some tendency either to
lessen the quality or quantity of the
milk.

In New South Wales, sheep were
worth from 20s. to 80s. each in flocks.
Merino rams from 8 to 10 guineas, ac:
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cording to the different blood or crosses
from an original inferior-woolled sheep.
The original were either the Cape or
India, with now and then the occasional
introduction of improved English ewes ;
by the introduction of Merino, valuable
woolled sheep have been raised- Some
gentlemen have entire flocks raised from
those imported. The Merino itself im.
proves by the feed and the climate. In
the colony I saw amazing fine wool ; nor
can I conceive that better can be raised
in the world. The flocks of John Mac-
Arthur, Esq. are the finest in the
colony. His arrangement is, I wun-
derstand, excellent. Other gentlemen
have also the same flocks originally
from Mr M¢Arthur. In consequence
of the depression of wool in England,
the finest did not sell for more than 3s.
6d. per 1b. in 1819, and the average not
more than 2s.; which, considering the
immense distance it has to be conveyed,
a duty of 1d. per lb. on it bears heavily.
It will prevent the coarser qualities com-
ing in, if the law stands as it now is. In
1828, the duty on wool will be increased
to 8d. per lb. which, with charges, at the
above prices, will leave about 1s. 6d. per
1b. That however should pay, reckoning
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8} Ibs. per fleece,—which gives &s. 3d.
for the animal, besides the carcase. One
shepherd, generally a convict, manages
a flock of 800 sheep, he will cost
his employers £82 per annum, leaving
a yearly profit on the wool of £46
on such a flock, besides the increase,
which will pay good interest for ca-
pital employed. It is hardly likely
that this description of wool can ever
come below that : therefore, a man who
begins a system of sheep-farming, can
hardly err in going upon this calculation.
In fact, itis under the mark ; more espe-
cially as I find the average price of wool
from New South Wales is 50 per cent
above that price : The lowest price being
14d. ; and a few prime picked bales being
sold for 10s. 8d. per Ib:in the year 1821.
The great bulk about 2s. 9d. per Ib. The
. rearing of cattle is the most profitable;
a herd of 100, being an average of all
sorts, is worth about £8 per head. Such
gentlemen who have an improved breed,
ask high prices ;—from £20 to £30 per
head. They can shew as fine cattle as
our greatest breeders. The Rev. Samuel
Marsden has as fine stock as any gentle-
man grazier in England. There is a
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great emulation for good horses and the
finer sorts of cattle.

Good horses and improved breeds of
cattle imported from England, if of real
good kinds, would meet with a ready
sale. Animals from the great breeders,
such as a Coke or a Collings, would be
well paid for.

The settler to this Colony should,
immediately on arrival in Sidney, betake
himself to the country, and begin bis
operations without delay, as waiting in
Sidney has frequently proved the ruin
of many who have gone eut. He ought
to consider well before he leaves England,
whether he can retire into the woods,
and hardly see a face or social being
perhaps for months. When he has re-
ceived his grant and pitched on the spot
for his homestead, he ought to take as
many necessaries as will serve him for a
long time into the country. Those pro-
visions which are allowed by Govern-
ment, are generally furnished from de-
pots, near spots intended for location.

The grant of land is in proportion to
the capital he takes out ; say, £500 will
receive 600 acres, and if more capital, in

proportion, The greéatest grant is, I
G



¥ NARRATIVE OF A VOYAGE

understand, limited to 2000 acres. Such
spots as are marked out for location, he
should take care to examine well, taking
the best advice he can get, either on or
near the spot. Judging, however, a lit-
tle for himsIf, always recollecting that
water is of the greatest consequence..
Roads, and the probability of an improv-
ing district, are things which he should
weigh in his mind before he begins his
labours. The settler should also take
care, when he has fixed on his land, that
he chooses the most fertile part of it. 1
had occasion to observe, that some set-
tlers had begun their erections on spots
of very bad land, whilst good soil in their
grant was plentiful in other parts.

The man who receives a grant of 500
acres of land, which is a very small one,
will be long before he clears 100 acres
of it ; it is therefore proper to have it as
good and near his homestead as possible,
to lessen the labour of his cattle, and
connect the valuable part of his land un-
der his immediate eye.

The number of convict servants al-
lotted to a settler is about two men per
500 acres ; at present there is no diffi-
culty of getting more if wanted. Men
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should not emigrate to these colonies
unless they can draw these social com-
forts around them. A young man, with
a good constitution, wife, and increasing
family, will always have plenty of em-
ployment at home, in the duties, cares,
and pleasures of his domestic circle.
The prospect of independence, and pro-
vision for his children is certain, with
common prudence. There are instances
of merchants who have been unfortunate
in commerce at home, setting down and
making excellent farmers. Men advan-
ced in life, originally farmers, will hard-
Iy do bere. Their minds would be lost in
the immensity of the objects to be un-
dertaken. In my opinion, men advan-
ced to 40 years of age will seldom bhe
satisfied ; their minds are too fixed with
local attachments, ever to bend again to
a new plan of life ; besides, their life
must be gone before they can feel the
real advantages of an independent situ-
ation.

It is a very judicious plan for a person
who has £500 clear on landing at these
colonies, to rent a small farm for a season,
near the spot where his own grant is, -
that he may have & home for his family,
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whilst his own residence is erecting. Fhe
word near here used, may be understood
from 5 to 10 miles. Such houses as our
farmers have must not be expected. Huts
of bark, or very mean wooden houses,
are the first dwellings of a settler ; and
it is only when he has well fixed himself
that he can hope to erect a good brick
house. Above all things, he should be-
ware of the merchants’ books. He should
on no account run in debt. Taking eredit
one year, will require the good manage-
ment of five years to redeem it. For
the idle and dissipated to emigrate to
these countries is certain ruin. If they
carry capital, it is soon dissipated in the
colony, and may, as far as the amount
goes, benefit the merchants or the colo-
ny ; yet it is useless to such an individu-
al, and he generally sinks into the low-
est stage of misery.

A settler should lay in a large stock
of clothing and other necessaries. Tools,
axes, saws, nails, &e. it will be necessary
to take out, avoiding bulky articles, as
the transporting them will make them as

dear as in Sidney.
Chairs and tables of inferior kinds

may be got as cheap, or nearly so, as
they can be exported. A few plough-
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‘shares, and chains for harnessing bul-
locks. All nails should be fit to drive
into the hardest wood.—Two thirds of
the nails sent out are never used.—The
axes should be the narrow chopping axe,
well tempered. Carts, ploughs, &c.
may be got as T before named, about 20
per cent dearer than at home. A few
plough-shares of extra strength are also
useful for a farmer to take out.

If two, three, or four families, actuated
by the same views, should emigrate,
and are formed of materials not too
* discordant, it would add much to their
comfort and safety, if they could settle
near each other, which might be easily
done, by taking their ground in one.
Then fixing on the most eligible spot
for their hamlet, and cultivating the lands
conjunctly,having an agreement amongst
themselves, to parcel the -cultivated
land out, in proportion to the quantity
each family has a claim to, either from
‘proportionate labour, or from his origi-
nal grant from Government. It would
be difficult, I must confess, to get three
or four families to unite in a place of
that sort, unless they had minds of a
liberal cast, or had been previously well

c3




78 NARRATIVE OF A VOYAGE

acquainted. In Van Dieman’s land, for
the safety of themselves and families,
it would be of the greatest advantage;
and even in New South Wales, it
would be productive of the greatest
benefit ; besides, I think they would exert
themselves with more alacrity, having a
neighbourhood and society amongst each
other. Men with capital might employ
it to great advantage, if money was lent
from merchants to settlers, at a moder-
ate interest, on the same principle
as it is done in most of the West India
islands, taking security on the grant and
stock. Shipments of wool would be
made in return, and the lender would
have abundant security for his original
capital. The loan in good hands would
produce a benefit to all concerned, and
a commerce which would be of great
advantage to the mother country. With
respect to young men or others, desirous
of trying these colonies as merchants,
there is no want of that class. Almost
every man of any property is already
a merchant practically, from the way in
which he pays his labourers. And for men
wishingto establish themselves as regular
merchants, there does not seem to be any
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opening. The complaint is this, that there
are too many of them already know the
nature of the trade. Besides it is such,
and the distance so great, that the com-
manders of vessels are the greatest deal-
‘ers, excepting in the tea and Calcutta
trade, in which branches there are two
or three houses employed.

A Company associated for agricul-
tural purposes, would also pay, if con-
ducted upon proper principles. A
joint stock company of two thousand
shares, of £100 pounds each would
succeed, provided Government would
give a grant of land, commensurate
with the capital. Large wool estab-
lishments might be formed, which
would supersede the necessity of im-
porting from Saxony or Spain. As for
the latter country, there is no moral
tie, to which we can be attached; the
ingratitude of its present ruler being
sufficiently obvious. A company of this
magnitude would be the means of
drawing a great number of persons
hither, seeing the advantage and infor-
mation which the possession of capital
would give them. Bathurst is situated
about one hundred and fifty two miles
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from Sidney, over the blue mountains;
there are depots established on the road
for travellers and cattle; they are
about 50 miles apart. Government at
their resting places have a serjeant and
guard with stores, for the safety of
goods and property. The plains ‘are
of considerable elevation above the
level of the sea. The roads through
the mountains are at present very in.
different, but they are using means to
improve them. Carts can travel with
good cattle about 18 miles per day,
allowing now and then a day for resting.
Some settlers use oxen, others horses;
half a ton is the general load. From
Sidney they cross the Nepean river,
which is fordable in dry seasons, and
by boats in rainy weather. The land
over the blue mountains is hilly, and
covered with trees of a large size, em-
bosomed in many parts with brush
wood. Within 30 miles of Bathurst, the
country gets clearer of timber, and is
good grazing land.

This land is a mixture of forests and
plains. On some plains you will have
100 acres of land quite clear. Then
large trees from 100 to 150 acres more,
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varying in size. This sort of country
seems to extend for perhaps hrundreds of
miles. The natural grass is excellent
for sheep and cattle, Wheat is subject
to the smut. At present, at this distant
station, inland from Sidney, there are
no regular buildings except Goverment
stores; the rest are huts and sheds,
mostly occupied by the stock-keepers of
such gentlemen as have not sufficient
extent of land for their increasing stock
on the east side of the Blue Mountains.

Bathurst Country is well watered.
"Plenty of fine streams run in the differ-
ent valleys, which secure to the herds
a regular supply of that necessary arti-
cle. One stock-keeper generally manages
from two to three hundred cattle. Heis
allowed a horse, as the cattle are apt to
stray. They are branded with the mark
of their respective proprietors; so that
in case of different herds mixing, they

. are easily recognised.

One shepherd manages a flock of 800
breeding ewes, and sometimes a greater
number is under a person’s charge.—
Where sheep have good pasturage, the
fleece will sometimes run five pounds,
the Merino three pounds and a quarter.
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It is a mere matter of calculation, whe-
ther a man should begin with fine wool.
ed sheep, or coarse. A poor man had
better begin, I think, with coarse, and
gradually improve. From 38 to 5 rams
are allotted to a flock of 800 ewes.—
The increase is about 850 lambs; if
more is produced, they generally destroy
them, to bring them to that level—they
breed at two years old.

The weight of six-month lambs will
frequently run from 50 to 60 pounds;
and full grown sheep from 80 to 100
pounds. In improving the wool, they
change the rams each succeeding genera-
.tion, so that by degrees, if they are
.coarse wool sheep, they improve them
to the finest quality.

A man who begins sheep farming,
must pay particular attention to this
subject, as the ultimate profit of his
establishment will depend on his skill
in the various crosses. I do not, how-
ever, mean to state, that none but real
-farmers can manage, keep, or direct an
agricultural concern. Most of the pre-
sent improvers and cultivators are men
who have been brought up to very
different pursuits.
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The elevation of Bathurst is such,
that for two months in winter, say from
the middle of June to August,snow is fre-
quent ; it does not however lie long, and
is too slight to require the cattle to be
housed.

In summer it is very hot ; the latitude
at Bathurst is near the same as Sidney.
The altitudeof the sun causes great heats.

The diseases of sheep are not serious.
The rot attacks the sheep in the entrails,
but notnearly so fatal as in Great Britain.
Bathurst may hereafter become a good
fruit country, as it is somewhat cooler
than Sidney. Grapes would grow on
the sides of the hills, with a northern
exposure.

It may be necessary to give some
advice respecting the society a set-
tler meets, and according to my ideas,
how he should conduct himself to the
different classes which compose the po-
pulation of this colony.

Mistaken ideas are entertained re-
specting the treatment of convicts. It
is not merely transportation to distant
parts. In these parts, they are compelled
to work for government, or for settlers
who want servants.
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Government having the first chance,
naturally take all the useful mechanics,
as well as the greater proportion of able
bodied men. Parts are parcelled out to
settlers, the remainder are put into bar-
racks, and work in gangs on any im-
provement in the country. The settler at
present complains much of the indifferent
servants they get, few of them being fit
till after a good deal of training.- The
settlershave toration or victual them with
101b. of flour per week, as well as 7Ib.
beef, or 4lb pork for the same time, and
£10 per annum, to find them clothes.
Those settlers, who manage well, allow
their servants vegetables from their
gardens, fruits, milk, &c. which is the
best mode, as it would be ridiculous and
improper to tie them down to a particu-
lar diet, in a country which is capable
of producing articles of variety, more
congenial both to the health and comfort
of the servants. In such cases, parts of
the before named rations is taken off,
in proportion to the little extra comforts
they receive. Ten pounds per annum'is
to find them clothes. This sum at the
present prices of the colony, is far too
little, considering the great prices which
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from the distances and merchants’ proﬁts,
are generally charged.

From the quantity of merchandize
and clothing now finding its way out
to these colonies, these high prices will
be reduced. In Van Dieman’s Land, £10
per annum will hardly find an entire suit,
with hats and shoes. These servants ge-
nerally make Kangaroo -skin jackets, and
shoes of something of the same sort.
Many of the settlers who are poor, fre-
quently dress in articles of the same
description.

- When 1 was in the interior, some
servants were very badly off for proper
clothing, especially at the distant set-
tlements. A good deal of the misery of
these persons. arises from idleness ; at the
same time, considering the unfortunate
state of thinking in the colony, too little
hope is held out to them. They cer-
tainly have all the privileges, when their
sentence is completed, that other settlers
have ; but hardly any distinction is made,
as far as regards their admission into
- respectable society. And although the
Governor hasendeavoured to break down
to a proper level the distinction between
H
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.the two descriptions of persons, of which
this colony is formed, yet these proper
and humane views are thwarted, by
men who could wish to turn these per-
sons altogether into other sort of beings.

Many men have been sent out lately
for foolish political notions, and many
others for crimes of no great moral tur-
pitude; yet, as far as regards their ad-
mission into seciety, they are confounded
~with the pick pocket, or professed Lon-
-don thieves. Many boys extremely young
are sent out ; and these boys, seeing that
1o advantage in life can possibly acrue
to them beyond mere wealth, if they are
sent for a limited period, are not likely
to amend their lives, unless they may
hope to merit the approbation of the so-
ciety who take the lead in the colony.
Many of the convicts are in a state of
‘apathy, which is nourished from these
causes.

This place ought to be a place of re-
formation, as well as of punishment ; and
the deserving convict should be raised in
society as his conduct may merit. The
distinction will be thought less of in the
next generation, as the children of these
persons are gradually becoming proprie-
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tors. At present, it is not thought pro-
per for a respectable free person to have
a convict at his table, although he may
have conducted himself properly since:
his arrival in the colony. Instances have
accurred, where people have left the
house, when a person of this descrip-
tion has been present at a dinner party.:

- The free settler, if he wishes to thrive
in this colony, shouid be strictly obedi-
ent to the laws, as well as particular co-’
lonial regulations, taking care to inform
himself of such as may interest or affect
him. It is always to be remembered,
that the Governors are despotic; and
though the minister at home may give
the most impartial orders to the Gover~
nors, yet they have in their power to do
much for those who behave themselves,
so as to merit their approbation. I men-
tion this, as I think, that-those who go to:
these colonies, and find themselves at all
disappointed, are often led to suppose,
without just grounds, that the Governor
has not done all that he might have done
for them, and join themselves to par-
ties which are inimical to him. Let the
free settler never attend to any political
squabble or measure, but stick to. his
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farm. He will there find employment
enough, without minding matters which
are out of his reach, and beyond his
power to controul. He will in due time,
if his conduct merits, and his abilities are
fitting, be admitted to a proper share of
the management of the state. The free
settler, on going out, will naturally look
for his acquaintances, among such as,
like himself, have emigrated to these co-
lonies from choice. He ought, however,
to be cautious of his connexion even
with those persons, who perhaps think a
new comer is fair game, and that he
ought to pay a little for his informa-
tion and experience. He ought to buy,
whether of free settler or convict, from
such as sell cheapest. In fact, he ought
to be very cautious,—friendly, but not
familiar with any one, till he has suffi-
ciently looked around him, to judge what
connections it may be proper for him to
form ; always remembering, that time is
precious, and loitering in towns very
expensive. With respect to his conduct
to the convict part of the population, he
ought to be strictly just and regular in
his own department, faithful in his
transactions in business, and to treat
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them in every respect with kindness;

giving good advice, and, to those who are.

in need of it, such solid and substantial
comforts as he can spare. These men are
often represented as incorrigible. Many
are so no doubt; but a much greater
number might become useful servants,
by holding out proper encouragement,
and being faithful in promises made to

them. The treatment of servants is also:

another part of the settler’s duty, which
requires great attention. Lettheservants
be well treated, and used as rational
beings, and they will generally, unless
desperately hardened, become more use-
ful, than by any system of flagellation
which can be invented ; above all, sup-
ply his bodily wants of food and clothing
with due care. Much depends on a
settler’'s means, and his plans of life,.
how he can behave to his servants.
Endeavour to bring them to the same
situation as farm servants at home, and
they will then become useful and indus-
trious. In Van Dieman’s Land, a coun-
try favoured by nature, the servants are
in a wretched state ; many settlers being
so poor, that they can hardly supply

i H 8 J




90 NARRATIVE OF A VOYAGE

themselves with such articles as civili-
zation deems indispensible.

All those Gentlemen, who are at
present settled comfortably, and reaping
the fruit of their early industry, formerly
lived in bark huts ; and I have been told,
seldom came near Sidney, until they
bad raised a surplus produce, to procure
what they considered necessary for their
comfort.

Those persons who emigrate, must
not at once expect the comforts which
these people presently enjoy; they must
remember the privations they formerly
suffered, and the dangers they ran, both
from the lawless nature of the popula-
tion, and the fears of the natives, which
are not yet entirely done away, although
now, less fear is to be entertained than
formerly on these points, from the im-
provement in the police, and the con-
sequent greater security of property.
Van Dieman’s Land is in the state of
nature, in which New Holland was
15 years ago; but it will advance much
more rapidly in the same space of time
than New Holland has done, supposing
there be noparticular government regula-
tions made, which may impede its regular
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increase in population and resources.
Having stated these opinions respecting
the colony at New Holland and Van
Dieman’s Land, I have only to say to
such people as intend to leave their
mother country,that if they are sanguine,
they will be disappointed. A man with
small capital can certainly use it in these
colonies with more advantage than he
can in Britain; but he must always bear
in mind what he has to undergo, before
he can reap its benefits. He must re-
nounce the land of his sires; no easy
task, almost all men having local ideas,
which cling to their hearts. He must
undertake a long voyage, which, though
in the present improved state of naviga-
tion, takes much less time than it used
to do, still is at all times a serious
consideration to a landsman, and the
more especially if he has a family to
take with him. The voyage on an ave-
rage is four months, provided the ship
does not touch at any port on the
passage, and four and a-half to five, if
she stops. On landing, there will not
be seen those fine fertile plains, filled
with villages, farm houses, and other
delightful picturesque scenes, which, in .



92 NARRATIVE OF A VOYAGE

suitable seasons, the mother country pre-
sents ; he will view a mountainous, hilly
country, covered apparently with im-
mense large trees and brush wood, con-
veying no ideas, but what an immense
country of forests gives to the mind.
When he lands, he will be astonished
at the prices which will be demanded
for many articles, which to him have
been as it were indispensible. He will
land in a country possessing two distinct
sorts of mankind. He will find, that be
can hardly avoid attaching himself to
one party ; if to the free party, the other
will say, ¢ Let him alone awhile ; the
« swells will pluck him, and then he
“ will come to us.” Such will be the
discord and state of the people, and
which he will feel if he is a man of
observation. For although outwardly so-
ciety goes on quietly from mutual inte-
rests, yet it requires very little observa-
tion to discover, that many foolish envi..
ous feelings are at the heart. Perhaps
in all societies, it is in some measure
the same, but here it is more strongly
felt. The settler should take care to
attach himself to no party, as I before
stated, but act for himself according to -
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the plan which he may have chalked
out. Farming, I repeat, is the only
business a man can pursue, if he possesses
‘particular abilities ; and if those abilities
are wanted at a price which will answer
his purpose better than agricultural
pursuits, then let him act upon them.
He will find, when he obtains his grant
of land, that he must renounce even the
society of the place he lands at, and
retreat into a country, filled with huge
trees, which he must cut down and
burn off, before he can sow any grain;
he will be accompanied, perhaps, with
three or four convict servants, who
having no tie in society to bind them,
will generally endeavour to rob him of
all the little moveables which it is ne-
cessary for him to take into the country.
He will be in constant alarm from the
dread of bush rangers.—He must ve-
getate, as it'were, for a season or two,
before he dare venture to leave his house
to procure such little luxuries as he feels
are wanted.

I have before mentioned, that, In
my opinion, good practical farmers from
England: seldom do better, or even so

i |
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well in the colony, as those who know
little about agriculture. He leaves Eng-
land, where, perhaps, he resided on a
fine fertile spot; and to him the idea
of turning forests, never ending forests,
into corn lands, seems an Herculean task,
above his powers. I do not mean by these
observations to give it as my opinion, that
a merchant or shop-keeper would do bet-
ter than a practical persevering farmer;
but those farmers who emigrate from.
well cultivated spots, seldom do so well,
as those from barren, bleak, woody, or
mountainous countries, The settler, sup-
posing him to have means enough to
purchase a small herd of cattle, a horse
or two, with a few sheep, will have to
improve these in quantity and quality ;
his pasturage being in anuninclosed coun-
try, it must take some time, even witha
moderate stock, to turn any into store,
or to merchants’ account. He will,
therefore, for at least two years, have
hardly any thing, except his own re-
sources, and the six months rations which
Government allow settlers and their
families. These rations are one pound
of beef, and one pound of bread, per

day, for each person. '
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The regulation which Government
have of giving encouragement only to
such as possess £500, is a very proper
one; as with less, they can hardly com-
mence a system of farming. Active
prudent young men here, however, soon
acquire that sum, supposing they are
possessed of abstemious and prudent
habits. It is certain, however, if a man
goes out with nothing, he must work
for others, till he has procured enough
to set up for himself. He will sooner do
it here, than he could do at home.

Having now stated many disadvan-
tages which arise to an emigrant to these
colonies, it would be fair to state what
his probable advantages are, always pre-
mising that he be a steady, careful, ab-
stemious man, industrious himself, and
his family the same. The advantages
are, that he becomes a proprietor of
what cannot be taken from him, except-
ing from imprudence or folly. After
his hard day’s task is done, he can re-
flect, that the produce is his own, no
rent to pay, every exertion he makes is
solely and exclusively for himself or
his descendants; the extent of his fa-
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mily need not alarm him, as land is
plentiful enough, and his children having
nothing to recal past old times, will more
likely become, what is most respectable in
life, a considerable land proprietor. It is
also pleasing to see the contrast, as his op-
-eration in farming goes on, between the
woods, and those fields which have been
formed by his industry. 'I'hese advan-
tages, it is true, are perhaps imaginary ;
but, in fact, most of our enjoyments are
but the sweets of imagination.

In going out, I before mentioned, he

should take along with him many useful
articles, which would prevent the neces-
sity of purchasing in the colony; parti-
cularly all kinds of edge tools, tempered
to cut hard wood ; also such articles of
clothing as will serve a considerable
length of time.
- The price of all articles for use is
getting cheaper, so that it may be sup-
posed, that now the settler will not la-
bour under the disadvantages his pre
decessors did, which were very great.

The intercourse between New South
Wales and England, is now so quick,
that conveyance is very regular for
goods and passengers, and is likely to
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become more 80, as a spirit of specula-
tion is extending that way, = The inter-
course between the Mother Country is
such now, that any communication
useful to himself, can be forwarded to
his friend at home ; and I have no doubt
but the observations I am going to
make respecting the probability of the
increasing trade of these colonies, will
continue to take effect.

Distillation being allowed, it will have
a tendency to encourage the growth of
grain.  From the settlements of Van
Dieman’s land, a trade might be carried
on to advantage, with smart sailing ves-
sels, to Rio de Janeiro. Cargoes of
from 5 to 8000 bushels of Van Dieman’s
land wheat, can always be disposed of
there at a good price. The only objection
is the length of the voyage. 1 think in
suitable vessels the passage will rarely
exceed 63 days from Hobart Town by
Cape Horn. It is to be recollected, that
rounding Cape Horn from the west.
ward is an easy passage; and, which is
of consequence to the carriage either
of wheat or flour, is altogether in a
cool climate. American vessels, during
the late blockade at Lima, carried flour

I
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there from New York; and Rio de
Janeiro is regularly supplied from the
Americans with flour, as well as wheat
from other places; even from the Black
Sea; and I see no reason why either
wheat or flour cannot-be run into South
America from Van Dieman’s land at all
seasons, when there is a surplus in that
colony. At any rate, the attempt should
be made, and I have little doubt of its
successful result. Rio de Janeiro gets
wheat from Valparaiso ; and that wheat
is not worth so much as Van Dieman’s
land wheat, by 2s. to 8s. per bushel.
Besides, England is a favoured nation
in the admission of either this or her
colonial products ; the duties being 15
per cent, and from all other countries 22
per cent.

Rio de Janeiro, for those articles which
are greatly in request at present in these
" colonies, is also an excellent port for
sugar, low wines, and a very partieular
kind of tobacco. These articles, when
in exchange for wheat, should be allowed
to come into the colonies, only providing
against the admission indirectly of- fo-
reign manufactures. These observations
are perhaps premature; yet, from' the
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great emigration to these colonies, it
may be fair to suppose, that ere long a
quantum of grain will be raised, which
will require a vent for surplus produce,
and give an encouragement to the in-
dustrious settler, as well as the enter-
prizing merchant.

In the present state of agriculture, it
does not keep pace with population, from
natural and externalcauses,and this is the
reason of present high prices of farmers’
produce. Besides, in the earlier period
of the colony, every season was by ex-
tremes, either a glut or a famine, which
had a tendency to distract and counter-
act the efforts of the real plodding
farmer,

With a more extended population, it
is always best to have too much, and
try to find a vent for spare wheat. On-
ly one cargo of flour has yet heen ex-
ported, and that a few years ago, to the
Cape of Good Hope. It did not however
answer. The flour was badly packed,
and was in bad condition when it ar-
rived ; and its passage so long in warm
latitudes must have had a tendency to
produce that consequence.
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Australia has not yet been able to ex-
port salted meats. Indeed, this article
was in great demand in these settle.
ments, in 1821.

I was much surprised when at Sidney,
in a store, on looking at some trunks of
clothes standing in a warehouse, to hear
themerchants state that they werebrought
from.Canton. The East India Compa-
pany exports a limited quantity of goods
to China. The woollen cloths carried
to Canton are bought by the industrious
Chinese, who make them up into clothes;
and when vessels arrive from Port Jack-
son for teas, these clothes are bought by
their supercargoes, and imported into
Australia ; the Chinese tailors getting
the benefit of making them. To what
extent such a traffic may be carried on
in other places I am not aware; this
shews the articles that we are, as it were,
forcing into China, are by the acuteness
‘of the Chinese, turned to advantage, in
employing their own mechanics.

On the 10th June, having . now on
board 181 bales of wool, about 40 tons
of timber and plank, the latter of excel-
lent dimensions for size, either for ship
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building or other purposes, together with
1680 ‘kangaroo skins, a small quantity
of wattle bark, and 2800 ox horns, we
left Port Jackson for Hull, intending to
touch at Rio de Janeiro, to fill up our
freight, and such other commercial pur-
poses as might be advisable. On the
11th we fell in with -the Coromandel
store ship, Captain Dounie, with spars
on government account, from New Zea-
land. This ship was supposed to have
gonehome from that island. Falling short
of provisions, she was proceeding to Port
Jackson to procure a supply. After re-
ceiving letters, and exchanging mutual
civilities, we proceeded on our voyage.
We got easterly winds, which drove us
near Lord Howe’s island, which we made,
and then tacked, and stood to the
southward. On the 238d June, about
midnight, we made the Three Kings,
-three large rocky islands so called. Next
morning at day light, we saw the north
end of New Zealand, seven leagues off,
We proceeded, after taking a new depar-
ture, expecting at that season to fall in
with strong westerly winds, on our pas-
sage across the Pacific to Cape Horn.
13



102 NARRATIVE OF A VOYAGE

We however, had moderate weather all
.the way. Our passage was a good deal
impeded with a strong easterly swell
-against us. We .were only five days
without observation at noon on the
whole passage, at a season nearly paral-
lel to our depth of winter in the north-
ern hemisphere. On the 27th July, be-
ing then in lat. 568. 10. S. and 100 W.
lon. we fell in with a large iceberg.
Commanders of ships, in thick weather,
or dark nights and strong winds, should
keep a good look out, as we felt no
change in the air, which gave us the
least warning of an approach towards
ice. Light winds and foggy weather
frequently denote the approach of it.
The iceberg was about 45 feet above
the water, and I think it was nearly 250
yards in diameter. Several small pieces
were detached from it floating about.
The next day, in lon. 96. 80. W. we
saw indications of land to the southward.
I am inclined to think, that some islands
or land exists in that part. On the 8d
August, at day light, we made Diego
Ramires, three rocky islands which lie
a little to the south west of Cape Horn ;
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and at noon we made Cape Horn itself,
which we passed very swiftly. Cape
Horn presents a rugged coast, very much
Jagged in some parts, resembling a cock’s
comb.

The land of Terra del Fuego appeared
backward, covered with snow, and very
mountainous. I had prepared the ship
to encounter hard gales, but was agree-
ably disappointed, as we had generally
stiff gales, but hardly ever an over-blast.
The thermometer was never below the
freezing point.

On the 4th August, we saw Staten
Island. That afternoon, a gale with snow
showers came on at S. E. 1 thought it
best to run before the wind, within the
Falkland Islands. This was the strongest

- gale we had on the voyage, yet was not
near so heavy as those hard N. E. gales
which prevail in the German Ocean.
In rounding Cape Horn from the west-
ward, it is seldom a dangerous voyage,
as the winds and current are always in
your favour. For the same reason it
is difficult to beat round Cape Horn.
The Winter months are the best for the
passage. About the Brazil coast, the
winds in June, July, and August, are
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much more variable, which enables a
ship to take the advantages of them to
double the Cape.

We made the West Jasons, three Is-
lands which lay to the north-west of
the main body of ‘these islands, early
in the morning, on the 6th August;
having had rough weather, with heavy
snow showers, all the preceding night!
From these islets we shaped our course
along the coast of South America. On
our passage, which was very fine, we
saw a great number of whales, sporting
near the Brazil Bank. On the 22d
August, in the evening, having nearly
run our distance, we lay to till next
morning. At day-light we made the
land, and saw several vessels from va-
rious quarters, steering to the same
ports as ourselves. At 9 o'clock, we
made the Sugar loaf hill, and Round
Island, which lies near the entrance of
Rio de Janeiro. At noon we passed the
Fort, and were visited by the Custom-
house 'boats, who directed us to an
anchoring place. We here found we
had anticipated time and tide. No
vessel had touched at Rio de Janeiro
from Port Jackson for five years preced-
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ing. We found' here the Royal George
merchant ship, having on board, Sir
Thomas Brisbane and suite, the new
appointed Governor of New South
Wales, and the John Barey with male
convicts, both bound to the settlements
we had left. Whilst we were there,
the Providence TFemale Convict-Ship
also arrived to procure water, and to
correct some ‘insubordination amongst
the crew. The jealousy and restric-
tions with which strangers were admit-
ted to this port formerly, are now much
-ameliorated, most likely since it became
a royal residence; and though some re-
gulations are absurd and frivolous, yet
there is nothing particularly disagree-
able.

For the information of persons touch-
ing at this place, I may state, that if
they land for a few days, it is necessary
to have a passport for leave to depart,
which ought to be applied for a few days
previous to sailing.

On the arrival of the Court, Rio de
Janeiro became a place of great trade;
but it most likely will lose a consider-
able part of its trade, since the depar-
ture of the Royal Family, unless an in-
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dependent Government be established.
British goods of all kinds were remark-
ably cheap. Hardly any thing sent from
England would pay in that market;
nor could their produce be bought at
prices which would warrant a hope of a
profitable result. Several cargoes are
shipped from this place, to various ports
in Europe direct; so that the Eng-
lish market is not now the only one
they possess. To this place, the pro-
duce of all the Mediterranean ports is
brought. The Americans have also a
good deal of trade in flour from Phila-
delphia, New York, &c. 1 have before
stated, that a profitable trade might be
carried on between this port and Van
Dieman’s land in wheat, which would -
most likely be allowed; as an export
trade would give the greatest encour-
agement to-the grain of that colony,
even greater, and more useful than
distilleries. v

South America is in a complete state
of revolutionary ferment. Whether the
people are ready for a representative go-
vernment is to me doubtful. In the
streets, you frequently hear the slaves,
natives of Africa, chaunting a constitu-
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tional song, who, of course, can know
nothing about the meaning of it. The
slave trade is carried on to a great ex-
tent. Vessels are frequently arriving at
various ports of this continent; and slaves
are consequently worth little more than
one-third of what they are in the British
West India Islands. This naturally gives
planters on this coast a decided advantage
in raising sugar and coffee, particularly
the latter ; which being in great demand
on the continent of Kurope, is now plant-
ed, and- planting, with- considerable ad-
vantage, in- many cases with British ca-
pital. Sugar from Rio de Janeiro to
St-Petersburgh, Hambufgh, and all the
larger Isuropean  perts is also sent, for
which the staple commodities of those
countries are returned. Russian cordage

and canvas, helps to pay for what she

gets. TFrom Catalonia, and other ports,
great quantities of wine are imported.
The quantity of that article consumed by
all classes is very great. A Portuguese
gentleman takes Port wine to his break.
fast; and the lower classes drink great

quantities of Catalonian wine, which i§’

worth' in the markets from £7 to £10
per pipe. The abolition- of the: slave
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trade was certainly one of the noblest
acts of the British Legislature during
the last reign; but its complete aboli-
tion is a thing more to be wished for
than expected ; nor will it take place un-
til there is a thorough understanding be-
tween the respective governments. As
the case stands, the decline of our West
Indian Islands must be naturally looked
for; the restriction on them, and weight
of capital, will totally prevent the possi-
bility of competition.

Our colonies in Australia, are by no
means ill suited for an extensive trade
with this country. Its surplus produce,
in fact, can hardly find any other vent.
Good hams might be made for the Cal-
cutta market in Van Dieman’s land.
That is, however, a trade which would
affect the Yorkshire and Cumberland
products. If you send wheat or flour to
the Cape of Good Hope, they rarely
want it ; if to the Isle of France, Algoa
Bay settlers are already busy in clearing
land, and cultivating produce for that
market. There appears to me no likely
vent for that purpose, but South America,
just within the tropic. The wheat, being

good, will generally sell.
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The bonding system allows almost. all
foreign commodities to.go to British co-
lonies ; therefore, many articles we ma-
nufacture have no real preference, except
-in the mother country. '

The rate at which freight could be
got from Rio-de Janeiro was so low, that
there was no inducement to take it in.
Having completed filling -our ‘water, we
left, the harbour on the morning of the
24th: September. On the 27th Septem-
‘ber, being then in lat.21.-49. S. long,
89: 20, ‘W. at eight in the morning, saw
two vessels, a'schooner and a sloop, con-
-siderably . on our weather beam. About
half an. hour' after, the schooner bere up,
and/came right down before the wind.
"The sloop also tacked, but kept her wind,
In a short time the scheoner came near
wus,. when he hove toion our weather
quarter, -and . seemed - making. prepara-
tions to attack us. 'We at the time were
aunder a press of ‘sail.  As soon as his
preparations-were: completed, he bore up
into  our wake. The. vessel sailed much
faster than us.. We were.then going nine
knots.. “We had made all the preparat
tions in 'our power,. and I had stated to
the men-my plan:of defence, :in ease he

X
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attacked us. We were much higher than
the vessel, and I thought as there wasa
rough swell he would not attempt to
board wus. ILhailed him, -and asked his
reason for chasing us. ‘To this'he gave
no answer, but asked-us where 'we were
from. I answered New South Wales.
He repeated his question, and got-the
same answer. He seemed to hesitate; and
a ‘man from his mast seeing more people
on our deck than was usual for such a
vessel, having on board 12 passengers,
amongst whom was Lieut. Waddel of the
48th regiment, who at the time was
dressed in military costume. To the repe-
tition of my question, why he chased us,
he briefly answered, ¢ We are from Nan-
« tuckets, and be damned to you.” ‘He
then bore; up, and we were well pleased -
to get clear.of such a.customer. T had
heard, previous fo our leaving Rio-de
Janeiro, that two pirates, or insurgents,
avere cruizing near the line. These two
vessels had much that sort of appear.
ance. Most probably they were  from
America, bound to the north-west coast
of the Pacific for furs, and were willing
to pick up a few dollars. in hand, in ease
the fur trade should he unsuccessful. = *
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On the 17th October, we crossed the
lihe, and on the 24th November we
made the Isle of Wight, where we land-
ed part of our passengers. -

Next day, we landed the mails, &c.
in the Downs, with a few passengers,
and on 27th November, we got into the
Humber, where Ireceived orders to pro-
ceed to Leith, at which port we arrived
safe on the 5th December, 1821, after
an absence of nearly 18 months.
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OF NEW SOUTH WALES.

Tz Census of population, given at
the end, is, I believe, not so aceurate as
it ought to be, though it was furnished
me by a person who copied from the
official account. Some irregularity took
place in taking the census; and Govern-
ment, I believe, gave directions to take
it over again, it being supposed that there
was more than 30,000 people in New
South Wales alone:

The report at the end; of Van Die-
man’s Land, is a later statement of in-
habitants, stock, land in cultivation, &c.
and being from the highest authority,
may be considered right. It will how-
ever be kept in mind, that the popula-
tion is constantly varying. It sometimes
occurs, that four or five arrivals of con-
vict ships take place, having on an ave-
rage 150 each, in the course of a few
weeks.

The quantity of land in cultivation,
and stock, I should think somewhat
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 exaggerated, As it is the interest of

the settler to swell the amount as much
as he can, his turn into store being in
proportion to the quantity of cleared
land and number of stock of Van Die-
man’s land.

The money drawn from Government
for the support of convicts, civil officers,
&c. cannot, I think, be less than £50,000
per annum. The value of produce from
Van Dieman’s land; sent to Sidney,
either for market, or to be shipped -
for England, may be estimated at
£25,000 sterling ; expended by foreign
vessels, say £4000, which makes £79,000:
I should think, on the whole, that is
rather below the mark. The value of
produce of Sidney varies much.

I have na positive account of the
sources of révenue of New South Wales,
but it may be estimated at £170,000;
there being more money ‘expended by
foreign vessels than formerly; and the
exports are beginning to be of consider-
able value.

The duties.on the three articles, of spi-
rits, wine, and tobacco,. raise a revenue of
near £65,000. This money is expended

K3
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on the Colony, in institutions, public
roads, and other useful improvements.

Dutiesinthe Colony,are on everygallon
London proof spirits landed, £0 10 ©

Ditto, ditto, Wine, . 0 0 9

Ditto, pound Tobacco, O 0 86

Wharfage on each bale or
package, . 0O 0 6

Wharfinger’s fees on a bale,
cask, or package. . 0 0 3

The other duties on imports, whether
for Colonial consumption or re-ship-
ment are,

Per Ton of Sandal Wood, £2 10 ©
Ditto Pearl Shells, 210 O
Ditto Bech le mere, 5 0 0O
Ditto Sperm Oil, 210 O
Ditto Black or commonOil, 2 0 ©
Each Fur Seal skin, 0 0 1%
Ditto Hare skin, 0 0 0}
Ditto Kangaroo skin, O 0 0!}

Timber of every description is now
allowed to be shipped without an export
duty. It appears strange indeed, that a
new colony should have any duties on
exports. The expense of registering
the grants of land at the different offices
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is very trifling, say about £7:10s. for
each 1000 acres, and if less, in proportion.

In pointing out what articles a person
should take out, it depends so much on
the plan he intends to pursue, that it
would be necessary to know that, in the
first place, before a decided opinion can
be given. Of clothing, he ought to have
at least two to three years for his own
family, and the servants he will be likely
to employ. All his iron work should be
of the best kind ; and if he has a capital,
he would be prudent to take with him
2 or 3 spare tons of iron; also a small
forge, and nails, flat pointed, fit to drive
into hard wood. He might take with
him a puncheon or two of rum, furni-
ture, bedsteads, &c. with (if intending
for Van Dieman’s land) a good stock of
blankets. Part of his iron should be fit for
cart-wheel hoops, cart bushes, bullock
chains, ploughs. Harrow-irons, are also
wanted, saddles, harness, &c. In fact, a -
man can hardly err, as every thing used
by a farmer here is useful there. He
should take the iron work of a small
threshing machine ; if he should want a
large one, he can order it from home,
and sell his small one to a smaller set-
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tler. Of one thing he must be cautious,
not to begin pell mell, as it were,, to cut
down. trees, and exhaust his capital, but.
begin moderately, till he draws from
the land itself the capital to improve
it. Many settlers have deranged their
fortunes considerably, by beginning in
a rash manner. These are all general ob-
servations; but experience shews, that
they are necessary for those .intending
to emigrate. The number of servants
allotted to him, is in propertion to his
grant, say two servants for 500 acres ;
these servants are allowed, as well as
himself and family, 6 months rations,
which - he can take as he requires.
Government allows those setflers,. on
outskirts, to receive their rations from
some settler near him, who has already
got stock and grain.

By the Act 53 Geo- III. chap. 155,
sect. 39, it is permitted, that any decent
person may. settle in these colonies, the
limits extending to places beyond 150°
East longitude. It is not however ad-
visable to proceed, without having a
letter from the Secretary. for the cola-
nies. Leave is generally obtained, on
sending to the Colonial Office, inclosing,
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in the application, such testimonials
of character and capital, as will induce
Government to give a favourable ans.
wer. That letter is sufficient to shew
‘the Governor abroad, who then gives a
grant in proportion to the capital you
possess.
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et

No. 1.

[THae following valuable Document has
recently been published by the Go-
vernor in Chief in the Sidney Ga-
zette, and Will be found to contain
much important information regard-
ing these colonies.]

Sidney, July 21st,
GOVERNMENT AND GENERAL ORDERS.
Governnent House, Sidney,
Monday, July 16th 1821,
_ CIVIL DEPARTMENT.
His Excellency the Governor in Chief,
having returned a few days ago to the
seat of Government, from his late tour
of inspection through the dependency of
Van Dieman’s land, deems it expedient

L
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to give publicity to the following nar-
rative of his voyage to, his progress
through, and his return from, that de-
pendency; especially for the information
of those who may be desirous of being
acquainted with the nature of the soil,
and the state of cultivation to which
that dependency has arrived.

1. His Excellency, family, and suite,
embarked in the ship Midas, Captain
Beveridge, for Van Dieman’s Land, on
the 4th of April last. At an early hour
on the next morning, the ship got clear
of the heads of Port Jackson, and had
proceeded some way to the southward,
when the wind became contrary, and
blew so strong, that she was obliged to
return in the evening of the 6th to Port
Jackson.

Early on the 18th, the ship got again
under ‘weigh, and arrived at Hobart
Town, on the River Derwent, in Van
Dieman’s Land, on the morning of
Tuesday the 24th, after a voyage of
eleven days.

His excellency’s arrival being expect-
ed, his landing was marked by every
degree of attention and respest by his
Honour Lieutenant Governor Sorell, the
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civil and military Officers of Govern-
ment, and the principal inhabitants,
which his station or personal regard
could dictate.

2. It was with much satisfaction his
Excellency beheld the numerous changes
and improvements which Hobart Town
had undergone, since the period of his
former visit in 1811. The wretched
huts and cottageé, of which it then con-
sisted, being now converted into regular
substantial buildings, and the whole laid
out in regular streets; several of the
houses being two stories high, spacious,
and not deficient in architectural taste.
The principal public buildings which
have been erected, are a Government
House, a handsome church, a commodi-
ous military barrack, a strong jail, a well
constructed hospital, and a roomy bar-
rack for convicts, which latter is now
nearly completed.

The Governor had the curiosity to
ascertain the number of houses and po-
pulation of the town; the former he
found to consist of no less than 421
houses, and the inhabitants to amount
to upwards. of 2700 souls.

On the stream, which passes through
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the town,. there have been four water-
mills erected for the grinding of grain,
and a neat battery has been constructed
on Mulgrave Point, at the entrance of
Sullivan’s Cove ; and on Mount Nelson
a signal post and telegraph have been
established. The Gevernor observed
also, with much pleasure, the well di-
rected attention which has been display-
ed towards the accommodation of the
shipping interests, in the planning of a
large substantial pier or quay, which is
now in progess in Sullivan’s Cove, for
the convenience of ships or vessels trad-
ing thither, in the loading and unloading
of their cargoes; which work, combined
with the natural facilities of the place,
will render Sullivan’s Cove one of the
best and safest ancherages in the world.

8. The industry and spirit of enter-
prise, exhibited generally by the inhabi-
tants of Hobart Town, bespeak a fa-
vourable opinion of their manners ; and
the numerous comforts enjoyed by them,
as the result of their application, mark
the certain reward which will ever be at-
tendant on persevering industry ; whilst
the prevailing desire for the improve-
ment of the town, bids fair ta render it
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one of the handsomest and most flourish-
ing in Australia.

4. In rendering this tribute to the inha-
bitants, it would be injustice not to refer
much of the prevailing spirit of industry
to the wise regulations and judicious
arrangements of his Honour Lieutenant
Governor Sorell, under whose admini-
stration, during the short period of little
more than four years, all the principal
public buildings, and the greater part of
the private ones, have been erected;
and the various other improvements
have flowed from the same source.

Beholding these rapid, extensive, and
ornamental improvements of Hobart
Town, the Governor cannot sufficiently
express his admiration of the superior
talents aud zealous exertions of Lieu-
tenant Governor Sorell, by whom they
have been thus so happily produced, or
so effectually promoted.

5.. Having surveyed, with much plea-
sure, all the public works and buildings at
this time in progress, or already complet-
ed in the town and neighbourhood of Ho-
bart Town, the Governor proceeded on
his tour to Port Dalrymple, on the 5th
of May, for the purpose of inspecting

L3
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the settlements in that part of the
Island ; and in addition to his personal
staff and suite, was accompanied by
his Honour Lieutenant-Governor So-
rell, and the Honourable Judge Advo-
cate Wylde. On the 10th, his Excel-
lIency arrived at Launceston, being re-
ceived by Lieutenant-Colonel Cimetiere,
Commandant of Port Dalrymple, the
officers, civil and military, and the prin-
pal inhabitants of that station, with the
most marked attention and respect.

6. After spending a few days at
Launceston, during which he inspected
the several public establishments at that
place, the Governor proceeded by water
down the river Tamer, to the lately
erected settlement of ¢ George Town,”
seat at York Cove, near the entrance of
Port Dalrymple, and within a few miles
of Bass’s Straits.

His Excellency felt agreeably sur-
prised at beholding the very considerable
progress lately made in the erection of
the more immediately requisite public
buildings at this new station, much of
which progress may be attributed to the
personal superintendance of the Com-
mandant, whose head quarters had been
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with that view removed thither from
Launceston in May 1819.

To Lieutenant-Colonel Cimetiere, the
Governor is accordingly much indebted
for the zeal and attention he has so be-
neficially exhibited in carrying his in-
structions, in regard to George Town
into effect.

His Excellency derived particular
satisfaction from observing that the
troops and convicts have been respec-
tively most comfortably accommodated ;
the former having a very good barrack,
and the latter neat huts, with gardens
adjoining, sufficiently large to supply
vegetables in abundance.

The chief buildings completed in
George Town are—the Commandant’s
house ; quarters for the civil and mili-
tary officers; a commodious parsonage
house; a jail ; a guard-house; and a
temporary provision store; and there is
a temporary chapel, and a large school-
house in progress, and nearly completed.
The situation of George Town is net
only beautiful, but also admirably a-
dapted for all the purposes of trade,
being situated on the banks of a river
navigable for ships of large burthen,
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and but a short way removed from the
sea in Bass’s Straits; and has the ad-
vantage of a plentiful supply of fresh
water from springs in its immediate
neighbourhood.

The Governor, having spent three
days in admiring the progress of the
new settlement of George Town, re-
turned to Launceston on Saturday the
29th of May, taking his route by land,
with the purpose of examining the road
some time since opened between those
stations, being a distance of 54 miles.
Owing to the original bad construction
of this road, his Excellency found it
nearly impassible for any sort of wheel
carriage, which induced him to give
directions for its being immediately and
thoroughly repaired, for the accommo-
dation of the inhabitants at each place.

7. The Governor, having found the
original public buildings at Launceston
in such a state of dilapidation and decay,
as to be altogether incapable of being
repaired ; whilst, at the same time, such
buildings are indispensable, has given
orders for the following to be forthwith
erected, viz. :—

1. A Jail.
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2. A Military Barrack.

8. An Hospital.

4. A Commissariat store, and granary.

5. A Barrack, for one Military Offi-
cer; and

6. A Barrack for an Assistant-Sur-
geon.

The only good building for the public
service being confined to a school-house
and temporary chapel, which has been
lately built, and is strong and substan-
tial. .

8. Having surveyed, with much plea-
sure, the principal agricultural settle-
ments near Launceston, the Governor
took leave of that part of the Island,
and proceeded, on the 28th of May, on
his return to Hobart Town, visiting the
intermediate agricultural and pasturage
farms, including the districts of New
Norfolk and Macquarie, situated on the
banks of the river Derwent, above
Elizabeth Town.

On his route from Launceston to
Hobart Town, his Excellency was in-
duced, from local circumstances, to mark
out sites of four townships ; namely,

- 1. «“ Perth,”—ontheleft bank of the riv-
er South Esk ; 14 miles from Launceston.
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2. ¢ Campbell Town,”—on the north
bank of the Elizabeth River ; 28 miles
from Perth.

8. « Oatlands,”—on the bank of Je-
richo Lagoon, in Westmoreland Plains;
30 miles from Campbell Town ; and

4. < Brighton,”—on that part Bag-
dad Plains, formed by the River Jordan,
and ¢ Strathallan Creek,” 85 miles from
Oatlands, and 15 from Hobart Town ;—

All of which are arranged with a due
consideration to the accommodation and
convenience of new settlers, they being
all seated in the midst of extensive
tracts of rich land, and forming, at the
same time, a regular chain of stations
between Hobart Town and Launceston,
whereby the journeying hetween those
places will be rendered both safe and
convenient.

With this view of the importance of
these townships, his Excellency has in-
structed the Lieutenant-Governor of
Van Dieman’s Land to pay an early
attention to their establishment, and to
encourage useful mechanics to establish
themselves at them.

9. On Saturday, the 9th of June, the
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Governor arrived at Hobart Town, and
has to express himself much surprised,
and highly gratified, by the rapid state
of improvement in which he found the
several districts through which his route
from Launceston to Hobart Town had
led him.

10. ‘On the 20th June, the Governor,
accompanied by Lieutenant-Governor
Sorell, and their respective suites, made
an excursion to the districts of Pitt
Water, and the Coal River, and was
particularly gratified in beholding the
highly improved state of those beautiful
and rich agricultural settlements :—the
agricultural settlers carrying on their
farming concerns there on a much more
extensive scale than any others in Van
Pieman’s Land.

In the district of Pitt Water, a por.
tion of land having been reserved for
the purpose of a township, his Excellen-
cy, finding it admirably circumstanced
for that object, being in the midst of a
rich soil, and well watered, approved of
its locatien;.and, in compliment to Lieu-
tenant Governor Sorell, named the town-
ship ¢ Sorell.”—Some progress has been
already made at this place in buildings :
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—a jail has been erected, and the
site of a schoolhouse, and temporary
chapel marked out, which is to be shortly
commenced.

11. The various roads, well construct-
ed, leading from Hobart Town to the
different settlements in the interior,
together with the strong bridges thrown
across the streams and creeks crossing
those roads, could not fail to excite his
Excellency’s surprise and admiration,
firding that thereby the intercourse be-
tween Hobart Town and all the prin-
cipal farming establishments, on both
sides of the River Derwent, was ren-
dered so very easy and convenient.

On the great line of road from Hobart
Town to Port Dalrymple, one portion ex-
tending as far as the north side of Consti-
tution Hill, being nearly completed;
another line extends as far as the Coal
River and Pitt Water district; and a
third leads to the Macquarie district,
through New Norfolk, and including
the settlements there on both sides of
the Derwent. These roads, which have
been projected by, and executed under
the superintendence of Major Bell, C. B.
of the 48th regiment, acting Engineer
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:and Inspector of Public Works at Ho-
bart Town, appear ‘o have been most ju-
diciously laid out and expeditiously con-
structed, and reflect much credit on
that gentleman’s zeal for the public
service. It is unnecessary to dwell on the
innumerable benefits resulting from the
country being thus intersected with
good roads, the advantages being felt
and duly appreciated by the settlers at
large; and the entire line from Hobart
Town to Launceston, a distance of 120
‘miles, which is now in rapid progress
from both extremities, will be completed
as soon as the numerous gangs placed
-on it can possibly effect so very great
-and important an undertaking.

12. From this interesting excursion,
his Excellency returned to Hobart Town
on the 22d ultimo; and it now chiefly
Temains for him ‘to express the high
feelings-of gratification which he expe-
rienced throughout every part of his
tour, arising from the happy situation of
the people, the fertility of the soil, and
the beauty of the country at large; all
-aided by the wise, judicious, and suc-
-cessful exertions of his Honour, Lieute-

mant-Governor Sorell, whe appears to he
‘M
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indefatigable in projecting, and carrying
‘into effect, all those measures which,
‘by being persevered in, must raise Van
Dieman’s Land, at no very distant day,
to the proud distinction of being one of
the most valuable colonies belonging to
< the Crown. The recent influx of several
respectable free settlers, with considera-
ble property, will not fail, under the
-auspices of Lieutenant-Governor Sorell,
to hasten that period at which Van
‘Dieman’s Land will hold a ‘high rank
among the settlements of the British
empire. According to ‘a census, which
fhad been completed only some little
time previous to the Governor’s arrival
at Hobart Town, his Excellency is en-
abled to state the following particulars ;
namely,—That the population of Van
Dieman’s Land is 6372 souls, -exclusive
of the civil and military officers; and
that it contains.no less than 28,888 head
of horned cattle, 182,468 sheep, 421
horses, and 10,683 acres of 1and in cul-
tivation.
- His Excellency was also happy to
observe; that, by the introduction of the
Merino breed of sheep, some of which
have been lately imported direct from
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England, and still many more, sent by.
this Government from the extensive
flocks of the pure Merino breed; belong-
ing to John M¢<Arthur, Esq. that the-
wool is much improved, and though
perhaps-it. may not altogether rival that -
produced in this part of the territory,.
yet it will soon attain such a degree  of-
perfection, as will render. it a. most-va-
luable export to the mother country.

18. His Excellency has much pleasure
in declaring, that every information he
required from the public departments in
Van Dieman’s Lland, was furnished with
the utimost promptitude and correctness,
and the officers, civil and military, at
the heads of those departments, are en-
titled to, and he hopes for their accep-
tance of his thanks,. and:approbation of
their conduct therein:

And his Excellency further feels it
due to every class of the inhabitants in
Van Dieman’s Land, to express himself
much gratified by the marked attention,
kindness, and respect which he experi-
enced, invariably, from the inhabitants,
during the whole period of his tour; and
he will always retain a pleasing remem-
brance of the good will and obliging
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disposition manifested by them towards
his Ixcellency personally.

14. All the objects of this tour of
inspection being effected, his Excellency,
family, and suite, and aecompanied by
the Honourable Judge Advocate Wylde,
embarked on board the ship Caroline, at
Hobart Town, on the 30th ultimo; and
arrived. safe at Sydney, on the 12th
instant, after an absence of nearly three
months from head-quarters.

By order of his Excellency,

FrEDERICK GOULBURN,
Colonial Secretary.
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No.

VI.

LIST OR ARTICLES

SUITABLE FOR THE NEW SOUTH WALES
MARKET.

Brue Cloth, Super-
fine.

Ditto, Second.

Buttons, Gilt, &e.

Gentlemen’s  Ready
Made Clothes.
Net for quilling.
Shawls, common Cot-
ton, dinburgh.
Gentlemen and La-
dies” Gloves.

Table Linen.

Muslin.

A Hydrometer, new-
est principle.

Black Crape.

Ditto, Muslin.

Black worsted Stock-
ings.

Balls Worsted.

Ladies’ Combs.

Hair Combs.

Childrens Books.

Saddlery.

Pit Saws, and Cross-
cut Saws.

.Pit Saw Tiles.

Iron Pots, 20 gallons
and upwards.

Linen Shirts.

Brown Stout in Casks.
Shoe Brushes.
Leather Gaiters.
Coffin Furniture.
Red Herrings.
Window Glass.
Wide I'ire Irons.

Shingle Nails.}
Flat

Batlen, do. potmbd.

Paling, do.
Large size shot.
Patent Sheep Shears.
Iustian.

Brown Holland.
Shoe-malkers Hemp.
English Twine.
Cordage.

Stone Blue.
Pimento.

Brandy.

Gin.

Pitch and Tar.
Turpentine.

Linseed Oil.

English Soap.
Raisins and Currants.
Figs.

Sheet Lead.

Port Wine.

Sherry, Do.
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Good E. Blankets.

Flannel.

Fine Flour Sieves.

Bed Ticking.

Fine Shirting in half
pieces.

Russia Duck. ,

Cambric and Plain
Muslin.

Mother of Pearl But-
tons.

Stationary.

Double Block Tin.

Printed Cottons.

Earthenware.

Childrens® Boots and
Shoes.

Mens’® Ditto.

Ladies’ Ditto.

‘Wire of sizes.

Floor Cloth.

Carpets.

Slops, viz:

Good Blue Cloth
Jackets.

Ditto, Trowsers.

Stripped Cotton Shirts.

Duck Trowsers.

Red Shirts, a few.

Cheese.

Silks.

Ginger.

Thread Lace.

Bobbin Net.

Irish Poplins.

Black and Coloured
Bombazeens.

Plaid Stuffs.

Calimanca,

Jeans.

Velveteen.

.Huckabacks.

Check.

‘Threads.

Canvas.
Casks with bottles.
Brewers Coppers.
Cart Whips,
Winnowing Machines.
Mason’s Tools.
Hamburgh Loaf Su-
gar in small pack-
ages.

HAY, GALL, & Co. Printers,
Edinburghs





