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JIntroduction.

The twa Tollowing letters were written, respectively, by Willlam May
anul Maria May, members of the family of Joseph May, of IMTertford, England
who, with his wilfc and children, emigrated to South Australia in the veat
1839,

Joseph May was Dby ooccupation a chemis

, ecarrving on business at a

shop in the Market Place in the tawn of Hertford. ITe was a member of
the Society of Ifriends, to which his Forefathers, for at least three genera-
tions before him, had belonged. In the carlier vears of his married life

he had lived at Ienley-on-Thames whore e was engaged with ‘his father in
an ironmongery business,  His wife was Hannah, eldest daughter of William
and Ann Morris, of Ampthill, Dedfordshive, and o family of twelve children
were born to them, three at Ilenley and the rest after their removal to
Hertford.  The youngest of these, a boy, died in infaney, but all the others,
comprising five sons and six dangthiters, accompianied thewr parents to fhe
new home in the Souvhern Hemisphcore, Joseph May's only brother Henry,

referred to in the letters a= “Unele Henry,” being a bachelor, and left, by
the death ol a s«ister, without any other very near relatives, deciled al.o
to throw in his lot with the pioneer colonizta. ITe was however at this
time a man of more vthan 53 vears of age, of a rvetiring Wdigposition, and »f
someaewhat weak intelle {, so that he boeame o veny unobtrusive member
ol the family cirele. 1lannah May, like her ho<band, was deacended fromn
ancestors on both sides who had been consistent Members of the Society of
Friends for generations. She waz o omoest excellent wife and mother, and
a very capahle manager of her household. As a true helpmeet to her
busband in his business she had acquired a good Jeal of practical skill in
the reliel of common ailments, and was frequendly consulted in regard (o
thege by netghbors in the Australinn bhush isolated from professional assis
tanee; and amonzst all who eame in contact with her she was held in the
createst rTespect and esteem, She died in 1860, from the alter effects
of a surgical operation; but her hushand =urvivel her nearly 18 vears, and
witien his end came, on March 11, 1875, he had attained the extreme ago
of nearly 91 vears,

The eldest of Jogeph Mayv's family w: son Frederick, born in 1815;
and next in age came Willianm May, the writer of dhe first letter, He wasu

s his

bhorn on O«-tober 29, 1816, o that he « nbont 221%% vears of age when the
family left LEngland. Thase two brothers had lived for a time with some
relations of their mother's whio were farmers, near Ampthill, and had there

learnt something of farming methods as a preparation for their new life as

colonists, To them fell the direction of all the operations connected with
working the lamdl, and rearing the live stock on the new seftlement, and
they alterwards remained in partnership for many years, until William
finally moved away to Tas=mania. e Lad married, in 1856, Mary, secon‘d
daughter of Francis Cotten, a Sember of the Sociely of Friends, and an
carly settler on the east coast of Tasmania; and it was owing (o his wife’s
connexion with a large family of relatives in that island that William May
was led to make a (resh start there, alter experiencing a suocession of very
pad harvests on his farm near Rletehley, in South Australia, ITe purchased
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a property at Sandford, about 12 miles cast of Iobart, and adapting his
employment to the changed climate and conditions prevailing in ‘his new
location, he engaged chiefly in growing fruit for export to the ofher
Australian colonies, or Lo lKngland, His death took place on Novemher (¢,
1903. Altthough he had then attained the age of 87 vears hie had maintained
much plysical vigor till very near hic end, and his mental alertness, anl
the charaecteristically bright interest he took in all outward affairs, and in
the welfare of the Society of IFFriends of which he was ever a most devoted
member, were manifest to the last, All hig surviving children remain
settled on the same property, and the farm and orchard produce they
continue to s=end to distant markets well maintains the good name it
acquired during their father's lifetime.

Maria May, the writer of the seconl letter, was the eldest of Joseph

May's daughters, and came next in age to her brother Willinm, Born in
1818, =he attained her 21st vear two days after the “Anna Robertson” had
cleared out on her voyage frem Gravesend, In 1843, heing about three

and a half vears after her arrival in South Australia, she was married to
Henry Weston Phillips, of Adelaide, a merchant and importer, amd a son

of John and Aun Phillips, of Peckham, Surrey. He had emigrated to the
new colony in 1840, This marriage was the first, excopt one, celebrated

hetween Members of the Society of IFriends in '‘Sonth Australia, and it took
place in a building originally built and used for the purpose of a dairy,
on o farm belonging to John Barton ack, al Western Plat, between Mount

Barker and chunga, At that time it served as the local Meeting Tlouse
of the Society. Henry and Marvia Phillipz lived in Adelaide until the death
of the former in 1898, and Maria Phillips then ma’e her home with ther onty
son at Blacdkwood, about 11 miles by rail from Adelaide, About two veuars
hefore her death she moved with har son and his wife to Hurd's T, a few
miles further from Adelaide. She survived the T0th anniversary of tha
landing of her family in 1839, but only by a few weeks, foron Octeber 12,1909,
ghe very peacefully passed away, Ier long span of life, extending to 91
vears and 4 months, exceedied even that of her father. T.ike most of the

May family who reached extreme old age she preserved her mental faculties
almost unimpaired, and she was able o enjoy mueh reading and to do
beautifully fine needle worly until within a few days of her end,

It may seem remarkable that such home-loving people, anl so extremels
unlikely to choose an adventurous life as were Joseph and IHannah May,
shoul} have ventured on an emigration to such a very distant and almost
unexplored country, with a large family of children dependent upon them.
Joseph May at that time swas in his 52nd vear, and his wife in her 50th, anl
hoth were persons to whom a serverance from the social and religions
agsociations of their native land would be very seriously felt. Dut the first
suggestions for this enterprise arose with their two eldest song, who hal
read glowing reports of the prospects of the new colony from Jahn B, Tack
and his brother, and who became fillel with the desire to make their star
in life in a land wihere there appeared such promises of success in farming
and grazing pursuits. The difficulty, ioo, of finding suitable openings for the
young people in the home-land no doubt had its influence upon the parents;
and Hannah May confessed to the hope that, forming an almost self-satisfy-
ing community amongst themselves, her children, as {hey grew up, would he
legs likely to be seatterad to homes amongst strangers than must inevitahly
be the case whilst their parents continued to live at a tradesman’s whop in
an English country town. And thus her streng desire through life that thev
might all remain settled elose about her, found, fn the very size of her
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faumily, ground for the fancy that this dream of her heart might be realized
in the isolation ol a bush settlement.

At the time when this Family landed on its shores South Australia was
not quite three years old as a duly conudituted Colony. It had been first
settled in 1836 by bodies of emigrants from Great Dritain sent out under
the augpices ol the South Australian Colonization Association. In August
ol that year Coloncl Light, with a surveying staff, had arrived to lay oul a
site Lor the future capital of the Colony, and it was on the 28th December,
1836, that Captain (afterwards Sir John) Hindmarsh, LN, the first governor
of the colony, estblished the government by & proclamation in the presence
of the assembled coloni

at Glenelg, the landing place off which (ne

“Anna Robertson™ first anchored, less than three years afterwards. The
firsi sale of town allotments in Adolaide ook ploce in March, 1837; so that
e state of the town in 1839, as described in these letiers, indicaies a very
rapid advancement during that interval, At a date within a mounth of the
landing of the May Family it is re orded that 250,520 acres ol and had bheen
zold; and the white population of the colony at thal time appears {o hava
been somewhere aboutl 11,500 souls.

The Family had not been long settled in its new home when Joseph
May purchased an adjoining section ol land, and in preparation for the
house he infended to build upon it of a suflicienty size to comforiably
sceommodate the whole Tamiky, he laid oul and planted the garden and
orohard, which alterwards extended on more than two sides al the building.
The irees and shrubs grow excellently nnder his carelul management, hHhut
through long delay in obtaining legacies to ahich he and his brother became
entitled by the death ol a cousin in England, the building was postponed
for many years, and it was not until near the middle of 1846 that (he house
was completed and ocoupiced. [t remained a cherming home, and the scene
of many family gatherings, umntil a second generation of Joseph May's
descendants who oceupied it had grown up end found homes ol their own
clsewhere. ITis daughler Lauecy Coleman, who had boughl the property at
ber father's death, disposed of it agnin in I1897; and in the summer of
1605, whilst held by other ownors, the house w

completely destroyed by

fire.  Another of guite a different type has since been built on the ruins;
but through the vandalism ol later occupiers very little indeed now remains
of the large productive garden. Mozt of the fine native and Iénglish trees

also, which helped to make it a residence admost unequalled in (he country
as regards the natural beauty of its surroundings, have been ruthlessly
desiroyed.  Thus neither ¢he “Fairfield” of the first settlement, which was
afterwards known in the May family as “the old pleee,” nor yet the family
home so much longer recegniscd as n centre of social life for members of
the Society of Ifriends from far and near, can any longer be said to exise

The uncle to whom Willinm May's letter is addressed was his mother's
bachelor Dbrofther, Joseph Marsh Morris, of Ampthill. This worthy IFriend
carried on the baker's business in that town which had been his father's;
but after the father's death he {cok the management of a corn and secd
business at Isher, in Surrey, which formed a branch of a large concern

carried on by his two mephews, Joseph and Bedford Marsh, in the neighbov-
ing town of Kingston-on-Thames.,  lis elder sister, Maria Morris, was the
“Aunt Maria" to whom Maria Mas addresscd her lelter.  She, too, remained
single, and lived with her brother as his housekeeper throughout their joint
lives. After {the removal to IEsher she was, for aboul 30 years, a moat
faithful correspondent with the May family. During most of that period

her regular journal letters reached the colonists by each of the monthly
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mails then forwarded from England. When age compelled the brother
and sister to give up the business at Ksher they moved into Kingston, anti
spent their remaining days {ogether, unttl her death took place at the age
of 83. His lollowed about four years later when he was in his 7TYtn
yeas,

‘I'hree of Joseph and Hannah May's sons, and all their six daughtiers
were married; but the youngest daughter, Luey Coleman, widow of the late
Arthur Coleman, of Saddlewertl, is now the only surviveor of tho=e numbere:d
amongst the original 14 colonists whose voyage = recordel in these letters,
She lives with one of her marrie ! daughters at Blackwood, in the Adelaide
hills, and is now in her T9th sear. Pwenty<ix grandchildren of the pioneecr
parents have married, and in their turn have brougtt up another generation
of the good old stock. Most of these descendants are to be founlt in Suuin
Australia, bul a few are scattered in four of the other Australian Stales
or in New Zcealand. With but few execeptions they may be said to have
proved themeselves worthy colonists, holding respected positions in fown
or coundry, and though many no longer retain membership in the Qualier
Society, all of them venerate anld prize their ascorciation with the estecnie.ld
family that made the long voyage to the new land, and labored so strenu-

ously as pioneer colonists of 1839,

1o4 Wakefield Street, JOSEPIL COLISNAN,
Adelaide, Mareh 1, 1911,




Cwo [Letters

DESCRIBING THE VOYAGE OF THE MAY FAMILY TO
SOUTIL AUSTRALIA IN 1839.

EXTRACT FROM "“THIY TIMES” LONDON, FRIDAY, MARCII 22, 1839,

FFor Souwtly Australia, the fazt eailing fieet-claga tealk built ship, Anna
Robertson, burden 448 {ons register, Augustus Munro commander, lying in
the London Dodks, Fitted up for cabin and intermediate passengers, and

age apply to G B,

will earpy an experienced surgoeon. Ifor freight or pa
Angas and Co,, merchants, 2 Jeffrey's Square, St Mary Axe, or o Thomas
Brown, hroker, {7 London Street,

THE JOURNAL OF THE VOYAGE O TIHIE DARQUIS “ANNA ROBERT -
SON,” FROM LONDON TO ADELAIDE 1IN 1839.
BY WILLIAM MAY.
Dear Uniele,—-

Ag T wizh to give as Tall an acccanl as 1 can of our voyage, 1 shall
proceed withoul prefa-e 1o note down in the form of a journal every
incident which the fullest interpretation of yvour wish to hear everything
will justify.

1839, Hth mo., 27th, W-past 7 o'clock. Captain Munro has just arrived
with Captain Brown, -—Mills, etc., the ship is cleared and ordems are
given to weigh anchor immediately, Just at this instant and at the very

last moment & boat thas come alongside with o passenger named Henderson
in i, whose wife and children are on bhoard; the ¢hildren had just welcomed
their father, when another beat arrived, and a Bow street oflicer werambledd
up the side and presented his warrant to Henderson who directly jumped
into a boal and tried to rew away, but the attempl was unsuccessful, ina

officer seized his prey, and hore him back to Gravesend. IHis wile ana
family: went ofl to Adelaide in a =ituation more ecasily conceived than
deseribed. We are again taken in tow by the steamer, half-past 9, Cast

anchor for three or four hours to wait the tide.

28th. Again in tow by the steamer. 8 o'clock, midway between thz
Nore and N. IForeland, wini N.12.; 10 o'clock, rounded the N. Forelaad,
and are now in full sail; the wind laying across us causes the vessel fo
roll very much on one side. Steam tug has left us, and we are now fairiy
out of port; 4 o'clock, off Deal—the pilet has just left us with three letters
of ours, he is gone ashore with three Deal hoatmen who came alongside twe
hours before we rounded the N. Foreland 20 miles from Deal, no doubt
according to orders, Mother, Maria, and the four little ones sick and in
bed. 7 o'clock, off Dover, we had a moszt beaulifal view of the cliffs, castle,
and town, running within two or three miles of the shore, the cliffs of
Calais indistinctly seen in the distance, We are now, befung round the 8.
Foreland, going in splendid style, right before the wind with all our sails
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sol, including stud sails. The whele of our party are ill this evening, excepn
Uncly Henry and myself,

20th. 8 o'clock in the morning off (he Izle of Wight, the cliffs vers
indistinctly visible, getting on famously, wind and tide in favor at the rate
of eight or nine knots an hour, we could none of ug eat anything to-day

af, dinner excopt unecle, who secms scavcely affected by the motion of the
shiip, and eats all his moals well, Mother, Maria, and the five younger ones
very poorly indeed and in bed all day. The committee appointed by the

intermediate pas: to Torm the messes, anl to s=ee to keeping all
things clean amd in order between decks, ete., ete, met this morning—Fathoer
ii oone and [ hope wo shall scon get inta more regularity abour meals and
the distribution of rations than hitherto, the gteward is vesy ill, whicno

mikes matters worse, some of the

igenzers being obliged to do his warl,
the cook holds up well I have had a touch of sickness this afternoon,
indeed we are now all {1l except Unele,  Reading the Scriptures, anld prayers
begun to-day in the intermediate dining room, morning and cvening, by (he
Rev., Quaife.

a0th, 8 o'clock, off the BEddystone, but not in sight, ship’s course
almost due west, wind due east, A most lovely morning. We are atl

better and were up on deek, wiih the exception of Maria, who is much the
worst; by 8§ o'clock mother bas had breakfast on the poop, anl she, as weli
ws the children, is all the better for the fresh air. 9 o' lock, Maria has
just c¢rawled up. bhut she eannot eat yet. Pegey is fairly well, and with
tho men folks of our family made 1 zead breakfast, and has kept it down
well, she is able to stay below and keep things in order. Inele seems

quite as well as on shore, PBusy this morning serving cut a week's provi
sions to each mess., Our rations are so muceh in gquantity, we have som2
difliendty in getting thinzgs to hold them all. Some of the passcengers

having Inadvertently left their scuppers open, a wave r

sing higher than
asiial, came into rwo or three calaes, drenehing the hedding, etl., so the deck
is enlivened with sheets, counterpanes, and blankets flying in the wind.
2 o'clock, off the Lizard light. Too'cleck, the wind has almost entively
dropped, and we hardly meve along on the water, but the little air there
is, catehing the topsails makes the vessel reck backwards and forwards very
uncomfortably, and has soon =ent cur invalids to hed., 9 o'elock, the wind has
inereased o little, many of s have been tryving to cateh mackerel this
evening with baits of ved raz, and raw heod, bul without success, W
cannol have seen legs than 20 sail to-day,

3lst, O o'clock, quite clear of the land now, glill almost becalmed,
the mate savs wo have noi made more than 100 miles in the last 24 hours.
We must be content however that we are zoine on in the wight way though
slowly, he has heen three weoks doing what we have thig time in three
days. It i% curicus {to see (he various passengers essaying to concoost
a pudding; as we sl have fresh beof, most are attempting a sort of
Yorkshire (on the Atlantie) pudiling to bake under it, and a rare mess
soma of them make in the busines:, wo find the enok very wivil, making
toast and Dboiling water for us when we want it 2 o'clock, the captain
having trimmed the sails and braced the vards cone way or another to
no purpoese, declares there i+ no wind, cnd s zone ta his dinner fa wait
itg pleasive, The gecan is as auief and fdat as o river, without so much a3
a rvippte, but the rocking of the ship from the same cause as last evening,
still keeps mother and Maria ill, Thor were up most of the morning but
have been obliged to go to hed again, Margavet is pretty well but ecannot
eat, the rest have enjovel a tolerable dinner. The intermediate dining
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room has been cleared oul to-day and the floor well scraped. The mate

is very obliging und altentive 1o any requests lor his aid, and our captain,

instead of changing for the worse on boeard, is more agreeable than on

shore, when the perplexities ol Ireighting the =hip annoyed him much. This

a
evening a swallow flew into our cabin much exhausted, we gave it some
fresh water and it flew off again after remaining about a quarter of an hoar,

G mo., Ist, Sl beealmed, the
the ground swell there is a great deal o1 motion. The maie tells us we

seitated quieksilver and Irom

hava not come 20 miles in tho lazt 24 hours, A few vessels have heen in

sigbt lo-day. The caplain bas hung np a paper reguosling none of tho
intermediate or steerage paszengers to 2o on the quarier deck. The cabin

pa
board with candles, al some WQoglish which have appeared im sight, and at
corked bottles oating in the water, We are rather less quaking (?) to-day,
but some of our provisions are so bad that we can hardly eat them, the

sengers having it all to themselves are killing their time by living at a

biscnit is exceedingly hard and worse and universally complained of, and the
sugar Is such (lthy stulf that it spoils everything it is put into, if in each
case they had provided us with one hall of the gquantity of superior quality if,
woulll have given far greater satisfaciion; 8 o%lock, a slight breeze s
springing up.

6th mo., 2nd. IFirst day. A pretty fair wind carrying us on four or
five knots an houwr, but with vast swell, which has made several of us worse
again. Mother and Maria have not been ouf. of hed to-day. We had mecting
and reading in our cabin this alternoon accompanied by R, Marriage and
Joseph Barritl, the two lOveritts were too unwell to join us. Spoke a brig
this afternoon at some distance stecring W. Wind 8. W, Weo cannot have

9=

seen less than 25 sail to-day.

Gth. mis., Srd. Ship's course S.\W, by 8, wind W, Mother and Maria
are very poorly to-day, and the morning having been =howery has preventeld
them from getting on deck, the appetites ol our family generally are return-
ing, but not being free from zome leeling ol sickness we have great difliculty
in eating our meals, as the articles providad are =o very inferior in quality.
The surgeon (a very nctive and agreeable youryy man) kindly parted with a
predty large tin of mixed ibiscuits to us for mother's use, which are a very
valuable acquisition, as in her present state it was dillienlt for us 1o find
ang thing she could take. A young man named Thompson from London
having been very ill ever since we left the Downs, and being quite alone
wretchedly low-gpirited, has obtained the captain's consent o re-ship him in
the first homeward Dound ves=el we fall in with that he may get bhack to

Iingland. e hia= sent word te us thal he shall be glad to lake a letier
for us. I intend thercfore to send what | have here wrilten by him if he
has the chance of returning, but as the nofice wmay be very short you must
not be surprised at an abrupt conclusion, Lest 1 have not time (o write
more before this letter s despatcehed, I may just remark now thal on the
whole we are proceeding on our voyage favorably, if dear mother was not
so unwell, as I am sorry to report she is (for I hope all the rest of us will
he convalescent in o few days) and as T fear she will he for a considerabla
time, and if some of our provisions were less objectionable I think we
ghould mnot have much cause to, tho' of conrse we feel as all others
do the monotony of our situation and the discomfort necessarily incidental
lo a sea voyage, in (he foregoing purticulars there is very little of any
intere=t, but as you desired 1o know whalever cirenmsiances befel us
however trivial, 1 have endeavored to comply therewith. Ifather is pretty
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well, but troubled with headache frnom the motion of the vessel, Uncle 1L
has not been affected at all.

6th mo., 4th. A pleasant day, wind S.W.

6th mo., 5th, Off Cape Finisterre, Lat. 42deg. 53min.,, Long. 10dez.
15min. west. The wind still continuing directly in our teeth we are obliged
lo tack every few hours, running N.W. and 8.1, which is very disagreeable,
when on the starboard tack the vessel lies so much on her side that it s
almost impossible (o stand, our scupper windows are frequently under water,
antl the waves come bounding over the forecastle making the deck wet and
slippery. In the evening it blew a gale, we saw large shoals ol porpoises
which seemed quile to enjoy the roughness ol (he sea, jumping quite out
of the 'water in their sport, but it atfects those who have not yet gol Lheir
sea legs sadly.

6th mo., 6th. Wind still &3.W., pretty line day but squally, (he brig
wihich thas kept company with us since we left the Channel lost her forelop
royval mast in the gale last evening.

6th mo., 7th and Sth, Wind as foul as it can be,

6th mo., 9th. lst day. The wind having almost dropped we hope for
a change. It has heen very warm to-day, but as there has been much less
motion, mother and Maria have improved wonderfully, we all sat down to
tea together to<lmy, which is the lirst meal we have been able to do so0
since leaving the Downs, and while enjoying the preserved milk with our
tea which Uncle Beck so kindly provided for us, did not forget the dear
friends we had left in Mngland, we had a meetiug in our cabin in the morning
and reading in the evening.

6th mo., 10Lh. Our prognostication yesterday that the wind wounld
change in the night has been veritied, a deiighiful brecze right in cur favor
has sprung up, which I trust will Inst some time. Off Lizbon this morning,
Mother continues nicely, all the rest are well, This evening was most
beautiful, 1 went forward between 9 and 10 o'clock, and sat across the
bowsprit, the sky was asg starme as in Knzgland on a frosty clear night, the
air warm and pleasant, and the gea splendidly Twminous, (he foam as it
dashed forward on cach side the Hows of the =hip as she ploughed through
the waves looked like brightly illuminated smoke, sprinkled with sheels and
starg ol light, the walter when drawn up and agitated exhibited the same
appearance.

6th mo., Ilth, Getting on well. Thisz morning off Cape St. Vincent,
All well, ag our appetites return we begin to look forward (o our meals will
greater pleasure, the hi
fair. We can make capital plum pudlings, and bread every day, we procured
some leven to begin with from the cuddy ceok, and leaving daily a piece of
dough to ferment, keep it up ourselves. We breakfast on oatmeal gruel in
whioh we sop the biscuit, and cceasionally treat ourselves to a rasher ol
bawon. Always enjoy the dinner, either of excellent salt pork, pregerved
meat, beel, or a meat pic, potatoes or pease pudding, and plain suet, plum,
or baked or hoiled rice pudding. At tea we have soft bread and butlter,
and for supper soft bread and cheese, with beer or porter, and T can assure
anybody if we don't get fat it won't be for want of food, or an appetite to
enjoy it. The captain (old father privately yesterday that he should give
ug an opportunily ol secing Madeira as we passeld, if he does so and 1 can
send this letter there T shall, if not I must wait till Thompson Iecaves us,
which there does not seem much probability of hiy being able to do until we
get about the Line.

6th. mo., 12th. Progressing with a steady Dbreeze,

uit, sugar, tea and coffee are bad, the rest is pretiy
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Gth. mo., 13th.  Aboul noon passed the Madeira Isles, but without seeing
anything of them. We have scen many nauntilus saliing along.

between N. and E. The

Gth mo., [4th. The wind high but wvariable,
ship has given several such heavy lurches that threaten 1o el everyihing ou
the move, and doing damage to many passengers’ crockery, we have
hitherto escaped well, At [2 o' lock this day we were in Lat, S0deg. 32min.

» Long., 10eg, 38min, W. A pair of turtle doves settled on the rigging

to-day, one cruclly shot and dropped into the water,

Gth. mo., 15th. Passed the Canaries, but did not see the Peak of
Tenerilfe, being at 12 o'clock in Lat, 27deg. N, Long, 20deg. V.

Gih mo., 1th, I8t day. We had our usual meeting and veading;

service was performed on deck, the !Jay was beautifully fine, and as thera
is as little woilk done on this day as possible, it had more the appearance
of n Sabbath than I expected to sce on hoard ship, the same may be sald of
this day 1a weelk, The Lascar sailors adorn themselves gorgeously in
their native cosztumes, looking very much like a (roupe of mountebanks,
The thermometer this morning =tood at 78deg. in our stern + ahin, but only
b Tldes, in the poop cabins, so that they are cooler after all than we are,
owing to the air being brisk and the

[ expected a very hot day todlay, !
sky oceasionnlly cloudy, it is not uncomfortably so.

tth. mo., 17th, This day we entered the Tropics, and as the sun is
almost as far north as it ever zhines vertically we are now passing under
it. We have seen both yesterday and to-day large and very nuamerons
shoals of Nying fish, they are maeeh smaller than 1 had expected, not appear-
ing larger than sprats, or whitings, but they skim along the waler very

rapidly, occasionally touching the crest of the waves for 20 or 30 yards, they

are as pretly a sight ag we have seen yei. Although we roll aboul a great
denl we are a'll in good health, and quite free from sickness, neither father
or mother have much appetite, in other rezpects they are pretin well.

6th, mo., 18th. In Lat. 23deg. N. Thermometer T6deg. To-day the
sun al noon appearced exactly overhead, looking straight down upon us,

which ig of caurse a navel sight 1o s, our shadow being just round our feer.
We have seen no vessels for several daye now, so that the cry of a sait iu

sight, when such a sight happens will set us all agog tn see i, as there ias
very little 1o altract our notice beyond the bulwarks of the vi

e3 on board, s

ssel save the

sea and sky, our whole attention iz taken up by what pas
much o that the idea of our being afioat seems scarcely ever to intrude
itself; T faney our life is most like that of the inmates ol the King's bench,
or Fleet prizon, for prisoners we certainly are, though not confined to our-
solves but allowel {o amuse ourselves with ecatering lor our stomachs as
far as possible, and walking backwards and forwards or skipping in the
prison yard. Not that 1 find it more disagrecable than | expected, for now
we are all quite free from sickness, and not at all affected by the motion of
the vessel the time passes as pleasantly as T should think possible on
shipboard, at the same time I think the life of a =ailor is a very monotonous
one, and one in which the pleasures and pursuits are very much restricted,
1 thonght even worse {han that of it the first week or ten tlays, but 1 know
the cause of that now. I should advise all landsmen when they intend
performing such a voyage as this, not only to make up their minds to a
fortnight's sickmess, but the eli+t of the sickness on the mind producing
miserable dullness and ennul, w! b canses things fo wear a very £o0-so
aspect, therefore everyone should refrain from passing sentence on the
comforts of the ship, and of life at sea, till the henlth is restored. T like our
captain better every day, he conducts himself remarkably well, and is on

i
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very good terms with us. The quietness of the oflicers anl crew is observed
by all, we hear no swearing, nor do the officers ever get out of temper; a
few nights ago owing to the light in the binnacle (over the compasas)
suddenly going down so as (o give a very indistinet light, the man at the
helm mistook his course and stecred the vessel in such a way that the wind
caught the sails as though it would have torn them in pieves, and gave the
ship such a shake as made some people think we were going to turn over,
the captain was on deck in an ingtant, and soon set evenvthing to rights, but
he was so calm that the sailors afterwards expressed their astonishment at
it, saying that many woul? have stormed and sworn lika madmen at such
an occurrence,

6th mo., 19th. A flying fish cama on board to-day and gave us an
opportunity of seeing one closely, it was about 814 inches long, which was
larger than they look on the water, the fins 6ins. long. ‘The thermometer
this morning was at 77 deg., but hitherto the weather has not been uncom-
fortably warm, there ig a delightful air, T have felt the heat more oppressive
in the 9th and 10th months in Wngland, To-day Lat. 21deg. 30min. N., Long
2hdeg. W. Our water is still very good, particularly when filtered, we have
lime juice served out to each passenger, which, when diluted with water and
sweetened, makes a most agreeable drink,

6Lth mo., 20th, Cloudy day. Therm. 79deg. T.at. 16deg. Himin, N.
Yesterday evening the sailors eaught IBdward and me half-way up the bow:
sprit, and, as usnal when out of bounds for the first time, commenced fying
ug to the rigging; but finding it ol no use to expostnlate we soon came to
terms, paid our footing, and are now frea to go anyvwhere about the ship,

Before thig day weck I hope we shall cross the Line.

6th mo., 21st. We had a good wind last night, which carried us alonz
well, but it has almost died away to-day, The captain expected it wonld,
as we are just on the verge of these Trade Winds, We get into the S8
Trades a few degrees sounth of the Line. IMaving very little to do excepl
to read all day, I employ my time now for two or three hours every morning
by writing for the Captain in his cabin, copying the Log, ele.; so that T have
an opportunity daily of seeing how we get on. The ship’s course is
marked down every day on the chart; and the Captain pointed out to me
to-daw the course which he intends to take from this point to Adelaide.
We shall cross the Line as near 20deg. W, Long, as may be, and then,
winding round by the little island of Trinidad in T.at. 20deg. S.. make for

the Cape of Good Hope and then across (o Australia, This is the longest
day in England, It will not get dusk till a quarter-past 9 with you, while
here it is dusk at 7 o'clock. This dav we were at 12 o'clock in Lat. 13deg.

Imin, N.; T.ong, 24deg, W, We passed the Island of Brava, the last of the
Cape de Verde's, vesterday evening about 10 o'clock, distant 20 miles—
steering S.E. Ther. {o-day, 7Rdeg. in our eabin, 7634deg. in the Captain's
ahove.

Gth mo.. 22nd.  Ther. 7T8deg. Cloudy and not too hot. T.at. 11deeg. N,

6th mo., 23rd. Tirst Day. Meeting in the morning and reading in
the evening as usual. A very fine dny, hoftter thar we have had it vet,
Ther. &80 deg. in our cabin, 87deg. on deck, in the shade. 1t was, however,
very pleasant, there being a nice air. An awning is raised every day
between the main and mizzen masts, and, with the addition of a sail on
each side to-day, makes the deck lika a large tent. Mother is very well
now, unless the motion of the ship is more than usually great-—which is a
great comfort. The chief mate has lent her for the vavage a comfortable
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arm-chair to sit in on deck; and the Captain invites her on to the poop
almost cvery evening to take the air, which is of greai service to her,
enabling her to sleep much better this warm weather.

tth mo., 24th. This morning, when we got up, was pretty fline, though
rather cloudy, but about half-pa=t 8 the sky olackened, it became dark and
close; the therm. stood ai 82deg.; it was evident a heavy shower of rain
was coming on and in a very few minutes it did come in regular tropical
style—not in drops but bucketslful. About half the male passengers were
on deck, and finding we must either get wet through or go below, where,
from the hatches being clozed, they were steaming away like a lot of pigs,
we all preferrced the former alternative, and with two or three exceptions
took all our clothes off excepl trousers and shirt, and enjosyed for 1% hours
a most delightful shower bath. There was plenty to do to keep us (rom
getting chilled in carrying the bucketsful of water as they were caught to
the large water casks, of which they nearly filled four, besides as much as
Lthe passengers could convey away. We filled onr cask, and all our empty
cans, The water stood, or rather ran about the deck in a sgheet 3in. or
4in, deep, in which we splashed about without anocs or stoukings, like youog
ducks, throwing buckels of waier at one another, cic., ete. 1 have not had
such a bit of fun for some time. About half-past 10 the rain abated, and
ceased about 1 o'clock, alter which we had a bright afternoon.

Gth mo., 251h. We had another (all of rain almost equal to vesterday's,
but accompanied by a gale of wind. It oceurred between 11 and 2 o'clock.
The wind was for about an hour very powerful, and the scene altogelhor
very exciting. The loud shouling of the captain and his mates giving ther
orders to take in one sail after another until none was left unfurled but the
fore-sail; the roaring of the wind and rain, which came across the vessel
as If it was seni from the mouth ol a cannoen, and the raging of the sca, which
was changed in a few minutes from a surface as smoolth as the Thames to
the semblance of a boiling cauldron, the spray from which, mingling with
the rain, prevented us from sceing more than 20 or 30 yards from the ship
—formed altogether a scene of great interest, When the wind subsided a
good deal more water was caught.

6th mo., 26th. Ifine day, with occasional showers. In Lat. S8deg.
16min.; Long. [9deg. 40min. We have not got on 3deg. of Lal. since the
22nd.  Ther. 8ideg. in our cabin.  About 2 o'clock a shark was spied in our
wake. Preparations were scon made lor his capture, by baiting a hook
with meat, which he very soon snapped at, but without being hooked. We

were afraid he would notl venture again, but we under-estimated his courage,
for in a few minutes he was seen coming forward again, and a bone being
thrown to him he swallowed it like a dog, and again retired. jult. he did
not keep us waiting long, for in a few seconds he was scen making boldly
for the bait, which he this time laid hold of as if he meant 1o have it. The
hook instantly went through his upperlip, and with Ioud shouts he was hauled
out of the water, and suspended in mid-air until he should be dead, right
opposite our stern windows, from which most of those of our family who
were not on deck saw the sport, and from which Edward sketched him as
he hung. He was by no means large, nol measuring more than 5Lt in
length, From his inside were taken the entrails of a sheep which were
thrown overboard five hourg before he wag caught, so that he had been
following us some {ime,

6th mo., 27th. Decalmed Tdeg. from the Line. Made 8 miles of south-
ing in 24 hours.
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6th mo., 25th, Still becalmed, Made 21 miles since ye
rains both yesterday and lo-day. Canght another shark, 70t, long, and hadl
a good piece of his flesh baked with pepper and vinegar, and we all pro-
nounced it most excellent, except Father and Mother, who would not have

sterday. Heavy

anything to do with it. 1 forgot to mentoin that on the 24th we saw a
ship 10 miles off, We hoisted our colors, but she took no notice ot
Lthem,

G6th mo. 29(h. Showery. Ther. T4deg. Standing still, Caugnt
another shark,

6th mo., d0th, First Day. Vind south-west, though running against
s, 1 hope we shuall get away [rom this part soon, Caught several
honitas.

7th mo., Ist. Still becalmed, Ther. Sdeg. Canght more fish.
7th mo., 2nd. About midday 2 brisk wind sprang up from the S.K., on
which we are running S.\W, at noon to-day in Lat. Hdeg., H4min. N. [ trust

we ire now in the Sk Trades, and have done withe the tropical calms, We
are only Sdeg nearer the Line than wo were 1€ dayvs ago,
Tth mo., Srd. The wind coutinues steady., In lLat, 4deg, 42min, N, having

run 150 miles the last 24 hours, of them southward. A tew lish are

speared daily, but no event worthy of record hiappens,

7th mo., 4th, Lat. 2deg. S6min. N I'ine weatlior,
{th nwo., Sth 16 o'cloek. The cry of a satl in sight has sent us all

below to find our letters in cuse there should be an opportunity of sending

hy her, Wao expected to eross the Line at & o'cloek to-morrow morning,

tha Gth of Tth mo., being six weeks lrom leaving the London Dacks, 5 weeks

and 4 davs after sailing from Gravesend, The shaving of those of tho
arew who have not passed the Line before takes plaee to-morrow, The
paszengers conltribute ench something in mona,, which is to he given to the
Captain to take care of for them, and Is to be spent in clothing, not in
drink. I we are fortunate enough to be able to send letters by this ship
[ must once more conclude this lrst part ol wy journal, Father and Mother

vs affected when the motion

are both quite well to-day, but Mother is alwa
of the ship is increased, and it is evident she will never make a good suilor.
Unecle Henry has had uninterrupted good health since he has heen on board.
Maria and Margare! are well, as are IFred, Tom, Kdward, Joe, and mysclf,
und the girls. The whole ship's company and passengers are well except the

wile of one of the cabin passengers, who has been ill ever since we left the

River Thames. Our captain we like better and befter every dav. e Is
roftine quite intimate with us, and the mates are very civil, To sum up,
thercfore, we arce gzeiting on very comfortably, Of food—the beel and
biscuif are not eatable, and consequently we never receive our allowance of
eithoer, I don't know whether the voung man Thompson will go honie now
or not, He changes his mind dailv, but that is of no consequence, Ifather
has written to W. Manser, Uncle Beck, and Aunt 12, Clark; Mother (¢ Cousin

A. Merrlll; Maria to Cousin Christlana Clark. Mother hopes Aunt Marma

will excuse her not writing to her, bhut she has =0 seldom been able to stay
Lelow to write that she could not aianaegze more than one letter,

Tth mo., 5th. About Lat. 1deg. N. This morning a ship hove in sight,
wiiich proved to be Lound from Datavia (o Amesterdan. A boat was de-
spatched with the letter-bag containivg six letters from us. 1 to my great
regref, omitted to send my love to Uncle Charles Morris in the hurry at
last, as my letter was directed to Ampthill. 1 sent my love and that of our
family to those of our relations who reside at A, and Uncle . was lor ths
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moment forgotten. IFatber, we find, forgot to mention Uncle T. Morris. [
hope our relations who may not be named will excuse it, and believe that
it arises from no want of love on our part. In the afternoon a booby was

shot. It unfortunately fell into the water, but appeared a beantiful bird,
apparently 5it. from the tip of one wing to that of the other.
Lat. 1deg. 2bmin.; Long. 20deg. 30min. Had damson pudding for

dinner—such a treat! This alternoon four sailors and boys belonging to
the crew, who had not crossed the Line before, were shaved, and buckets of
water were dealt about pretty liberally, but the captain would not allow the
usual mummary to take place. The parson got three or four bucketsful,
which wetted him to the skin, greatly to his vexation and mortification.
About £8 has been subscribed by the passengers as a tribute to Neplune,
which the capiain is to keep till the sailors get ashore.

7th mo., 6th. At noon in Lat. 0deg. 9min. 8.; Long. 20deg. 29min. We
crossed the Equator at 9 a.m,, in Long, 20deg, 20min. W,, exactly six weeks
after leaving the Shadwell Basin, and 39 dayvs after sailing from Gravesend.
Ther. 79deg.; most delightful weather, Our fresh 'water keeps remarkably
well, and when filtered is really very good. 'The filter answers adimrably,
taking away any unpleasant taint there may be in the walter.

7th mo., Tth, Yesterday afternoon spoke another Dutch ship. This
dapy- being the first of the week, we had Mecting and reading as usual. At
12 o'clock in Lat. 2deg. 23min. S. Therm. R0deg. Splendid day. Sec

abundance of flying fish daily.

7th mo., 8th. Lat. at noon 4deg. 37min. 8. Therm, 8ldeg. Two sails
are in sight, outward bound, both of which we are rapidly gaining upon, I
believe 1 am correcl in saying that we have passed every vessel going the
same course (hat we have come in sigh; ol yet.

7th mo., 9th. Lat. 6deg. 45min, 8. Therm. 80deg. Showery.

7th mo., 10ih, Lat. 9deg. 16min. S.; Long. 26deg. W, Therm, 80deg.
Weather fine.

7th mo., 11th, Lat. 11deg. H7min. Therm. Thdeg. Fine. These last
three days we have got on gloriously, hut very quietly.

7th mo., 12Lh. Lat. 14deg. 16min. S. Therm. 76deg. Fine.

7th mo., 13th. Lat, 15deg. H53min. A whale has been seen both to-day
and yesterday, but not distinctly. A specimen of the flying-fish was taken
on board this morning, measuring 11%in, in length; 1ft. 1%in. from the tip
ol one flying tin to the other. Bach fin measured 6%in. This is the
largest I have seen.

7th mo., 14th. Lat. 17deg. 2min. 8. Saw a Dbrig this evening ahead.
We see every night the Southern Cross constellation, hut are quite disap-
pointed as to its grandeur, It consists merely of four stars, by no means
as bright as many around them. King Charles' Wain, without the horses,
is just as splendid; and il does not bear to be mentioned with Orion—that
iy my opinion.

7th mo., 16th, Lat. 18deg. 18min.S. Therm. 78deg. The American brig
still in company.

7th mo., 16th. The sea very calm, with scarcely a breath of wind. Lat.
18deg. 57min. We have lost the S.E. trades.

7th mo., 17th. Lat. 19deg. 21min.; Long. 32deg. 22min.  Ther. 76deg.
We saw a whale to-day spouting away within rifle shot of the ship. [iost
the American brig.

7th mo., 18th. Ther. 73deg. TLat, 20deg. 20min.; Long. 30deg. 34min.
Sun sets at 6 o'clock, We have seen several whales to-day.
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7th mo., 19th. Ther. 73deg. Lat. 21deg. 42min. S. During yesterday
and to-day there has been a sensible change in the weather. It is much
cooler and very squally, giving us a foretaste of what we are to have round
the Cape. The crew have been employed changing our fine weather sails
for stronger ones. The fresh water is very good. The only fault to find
with it is a little smell when first drawn out of the hold, which is remove:l
by filtering. I can drink it with pleasure, and without any jam or jellv.
As I have said before that the salt beef is not eatable, it is but fair to
contradict it now that, driven by necessity (the mother of inventions), we
have discovered how to cook and prepare it. We first soak it in two salt
waters; then digest it in water in the oven (having sliced the joint up), and
lastly make it into a sort of pie, with slices of pork, sliced potatoes, and
batter poured over the whole, Well peppered, it is a savory dish, and well
relished at our table, Such a pie as this, and a large rice pudding with
raising in if, and wine sauce, serves for a makeshift on beef days. Are
we nol in danger of starving? Oh! the miseries of ship fare!

Tth mo., 20th. Lat. 23deg. 30min. We passed the Trinidad Isles on
the 18th without seeing them, This morning we passed the Tropic Capri-

corn, eight weeks from London; 53 days from Gravesend. We have seen
many whale-birds, and one or two Cape pigeons. The weather has Dbeen

very rough to-day; a gale from the S.I. blowing steadily, with heavy rain—-
the sea running higher than we have seen it yet. As dusk came on the
wind and rolling of the sea increased. During the whole day the waves
had broken over the vessel, the forecastle was covered with water at every
pitch, the main deck wag constantly wet, and oceasionally a wave came quite
over the poop. About 9 o'cloek p.m. we were sitfing on the quarter-deck,
and the whole scene was delightful. Our good ship lay every now and
then down on her slde. I should think the deck was at an angle of 6idez.
The captain, as he stood by the binnacle, in maintaining his perpendicular,
frequently leaned with one hand upon the deck. Such was the strain upon
the vessel, for we were going along at between eight and nine knots an
hour, that It was necessary during the whole of the night to pump shin
every two hours. A gale of this sort is the most agreeable style of sailing.
A calm is wretched; a steady run is monotonous; hut a gale is really good
fun, There 18 so much to do with the ropes, and so much rolling abont
among the live and dead stock, as keep us all alive. And as for danger, T
don't hear the children mention such a thing.

7th mo., 21st. First day. We have had a rough night, as wag to he
expected. T slept till midnight, and was then awoke by the combination
of noises that existed. On crawling to the door of our cabin to look ous,
1 was just in time to see three or four waves, one after another, burst down
the hatchway, and, by the number of passengers who were engaged wirh
mops and pails, T guessed they were not the first, T found this morning
that the hatches hiad been taken partly off ta allow a little fresh air to get
below, and when they wanted covering again the passengers could make no
one hear, until the water was deep enough in some of the midship berths to
float the boots and shoes. In the midst of all this tumult the number of
passengers was increased by the birth of a little boy, the son of the person
who was arrested at Gravesend. This has been another stormyr day; wet
and ‘windy. We have shipped (wo or three seas in at our stern windows;
but are all pretty well. Even Mother stands it nncommonly well, At
noon we were in T.at, 26deg. 20min. S.; Long. 32deg. Ther. T4deg. We
were under the necessity of giving up our usual Meeting this morning;
neither could service be performed on deck,
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7th mo. 22nd. Lat. 28deg. 36min.; Long. 30deg. 54min. W. Ther.
72deg. Wind moderate.

7th mo., 23rd. Lat. 30deg. 15min. S.; Long. 28deg. 56min. W. Iine.

7th mo., 24th. Long. 2bdeg. 30min. W. Ther. G6deg. Feeling very
cold. T'he south wind is keen.

7th mo., 25th. Lon. 2ldeg. 26min. \V, Cold.

7th mo., 26th. Long. 19deg. 30min.

7th mo., 27th. Quite becalmed again, which I had hoped was notl to
fall to our lot any more., We see many sea fowl daily. To-day an albatross
(said to ‘be so) visited us—apparently 7{t. across, Passed a Danish brig,
homeward bound.

7th mo., 28th. Ifirst day. We held our usual Meeting al half-past 10
a.m.; and reading at 6 p.m. At noon in Lat. 30deg. 2min. S.; Long. 16deg.
7min. W. This morning Mrs. Morton, who, as 1 helieve I mentioned before,
was taken ill the first day of our sailing, and who has been gradualiy
sinking away—~>being unable to retain suflicient food on her stomach to sus-
tain lile—died. 1t is a great stroke to her husband. e was very desirous
to set his wife on shore at Rio, but Captain dMunro did not consider himself,
of course, authorised to put in, having no other ground for doing so. It is
very unfortunate that they came in a vessel that did not touch anywhere.
Mr. Morton very much wished the remains to be buried at the Cape, but as
that also is impracticable they are to be committed to the deep on third
day. They are cabin passengers. Ilehas been brought up a sailor, and had
crossed the Line 30 times before, but is now going out to settle in South
Australia. They were married a few months before leaving England.

7th mo., 29th. Wind light: slow sailing. We see a great many birds
—albatrosses, Cape pigeons, Cape hens, ele, but we do not succeed in
catching them.

7th mo., 30th. Showery; almost calm. We came to the end of our
potatoes to-day, which have lasted much longer than I expecled. It was
guch a bad time of year to take (hem on board. It is aboul {full moon

now, and we have beauliful evenings, both moonlight and starry; but the
Southern Cross is still at zero with us all. The body of AMrs. Morton was
consigned to the deep at 5 p.an, The ceremony was conducted with great
decorum. The chielf mourner was much to be felt for—without one relative
or old Iriend to stand by him on the Lrying occasion. It seems much more
trying to witness the turning adrift of a corpse to float about the restless
ocean than committing it to a quiet grave.

7th mo., 31st. Lat. 32deg. Hlmin. S.; Long. l0deg. 30min. W. Win.d
light and cool.

Sth mo., 1st. Fine breeze. Nice bracing weather.

8th mo., 2nd. Lat 33deg. H2min. S.; Long. 6deg. b0min. Ther. 6bdeg.

8th mo., 3rd. Both vesterday and to-day we have had mosl beautifal
weather and very light ‘winds, which are equally unusual in these latitudes.
Nothing but sunshine from morning till night, and the air is so fresh that
it reminds me of the fine days thal are frequently enjoyed in Oclober in
England. We see albatrosses of the brown species in abundance, but we
have not yet seen the Wandering Albatross. The Cape hen, or Nelly, is
frequent in its visits, and Cape pigeons, in considerable numbers, follow
the ship from sunrise to sunsel. We have altogether lost the flying fisk,
which appear confined to the Tropics, or nearly so; but a few days since I
saw three porpoises, none of which I saw in the Tropics.

8th mo., 4th. Iirst day. A Dbrisk wind, very favorable for us, sprung
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up yesterday evening, which is pushing us along seven or eight knots aun
hour. Lat at noon, 35deg. 1lmin. S.; L.ong. 3deg. W. So we are now in the
latitude of Adelaide and longitude of England. To-morrow we shall pro-
bably dine at the same time with you at Ampthill. The day is delightful
as usual, We have had Meeting and reading. I have not for some time
reported the health of our family. I am happy to say the reason has been
because we have all been well. At the present time Mother is as well as
when she was at Ampthill. She has become quite a good sailor. IFather
and the rest are well. Uncle Henry has had a cold the last two or three
days, but he has all along enjcied good health.

Sth mo.,, 5th. Lat. 36deg. 37min. S.; Long. Odeg. 9min. &, (?)* Two
large white wandering albatrosses visited us to-day—I10ft. across

Sth mo., 6th. Lat. 37deg. 30min. S.; lLong. 3deg. 4min. K. (?)+.

8th mo., 7th. Long. 7deg. 12min. I&. A Cape pigeon was caught yester-
day by one of the passengers, which measured 14in. long—streteh ol wing,
2ft. 9in.

8th mo., Sth, Biiter cold to-day, the wind being very strong from the
south. The thermometer on deck at 4R8deg.; with a long swell. IHundreds
of Cape pigeons, Nellies, and other birds are in sight, their numbers
increasing as we near the Cape.

8th mo., 9th. The wind last night chopped round to the east, blowing
right in our teeth, We meet with such a succession of light and foul winds
that it is plain our voyage will be by no means a shor{ onc.

8th mo., 10th. Lat. 37deg. Smin. S.; Long. l3deg. 56min. Wind light,
but still east. The day fine and warm.

Sth mo., 11th. Long. 16deg. 39min. 12, Before noon to-morrow we
shall pass the Cape. Though it is the latter part of winter in these lati-
tudes, this day (Ifirst day) has been so very fine and warm that even Mother
has been reading on deck most of the afternoon. This morning we saw an
immense flight of sand-birds. There must have been some thousands. 1
never before saw so many birds together in my; life. Albatrosses and Cape
hens and pigeons in plenty.

8th mo., 12th. About 2 o'clock this morning we were off the Cape of
Good Hope, 76 days Irom Gravesend. Weather fine and wind fair. We

have got through a good part of the voyage now, without anything of a
storm, never having had the thermometer above 83deg. or lower than 48deg.;
and with plenty of good fresh water and a tolerable stock of provisions there
is nothing in a sea voyage to be minded but the tedium ol imprisonment.
At noon Lat, 38deg. 33min. S.; Long. 20deg. 22min. I, We have run 226

miles in the Iast 24 hours. All well. A birth in the steerage this
morning.
Sth. mo., 13th. Wind moderalely Dbrisk,. Lat. 38deg, 44min, S. TLon.

23d~g. Shmin,
8th mo., 14th. + A levely day. Thermometer in our cabin with doors
and windows open, 68deg., auite hot in the sun. But the worst of this
fine weather is that the winds are light anil variable, instead of the boisterous
blowing weather expected at the Cape which would carry us on our way
% There is some mistake here in lhe Longilude, as it is written in the copy of the Journal

from which this is taken. It reads " S9degr 1., which is, of course, impossible, It may be
that 0deg. 9min. was the correct reckoning. —J.C.

I Here again (here is a mistake in the Tong. The copyist of the original Journal
has wrilten 30deg. dmin. 1. T have supposed 3deg. 4min. may have been intended, from
comparison with the figures for other days.—J.C.
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in good stvle. The wind is light and balmy, and changes daily. Liat.
s8deg. 42min, 8., Lon, 27deg. S4min,

Sth mo., 15th. Soon aller writing my remarks yesterday the wind
increased, and having a strong current in our favor, we have been going
at a tremendous rate, At noon to-lay our Long. was 34deg. 33min., Lal.
39deg. 36min.—having made the astonishing run of 400 miles in 24 hours--
upwards of 16% knots an hour. The weather fine and warm, Altogether
our run round the Cape has been wonderful. Captain Munro says il he

weoere to tell many captains that he rounded the Cape without reefling a sail,
which we have done, they would not believe him. "The Hacks were
round here three months later, in the beginning of summer, yet they com-
plained of chilblains, and longed for Gloucester boots, Chilblaing are as
mueh out of the question with us as snow in harvest, Thermometer 670eg.
Yel it is not often that ships go so far south as we are now. The wini
being [rom the north accounts for the warmth we enjoy, together with ths
bright sunshine. Thomas and IKdward have both procured specimens of
the Cape pigeon, whivh are skinned and preserved.
Sth. mo., 16th, 17th, 18th. Cloudy, mild weather.

8th. mo., 19th. Lon, 44deg. I Wind east. alience is a virtue!
A Tour months’ voyage Is a good exercise of it. I amuse myself daily by

writing for Captain Munro. We are on such very goold terms with him, and
he is so fond of the ¢hildren that he comes down now into our cabin almoat
every evening to play at dominoes, ete,, with them, and it is quite amusing
Lo hear and sec how heartily he enjoys the games. He wends out every
day a large plateful ol fruit pie and pudding for the <hildren, and R.A., 1.8,
and Iglizabeth take tea with him at (he culdy table every afternoon, and this
they have done for the last six weeks, besides eating some jars of preservel
ginger, orange marmalade, ele., for him. We have found one of the cabin
passengers, a young man, a farmer, from Cambridge, a very agreeable fellow,
and as he is very fond of talking about farming matters I'red and 1 oflen

spend an evening with him in his cabin, and always reckon on an hour's

walk in the course of the day. So the time wiles away.
Sth. mo., 20th., 21st. IFine uiry weather, 'but the wind being eastwar.l

prevents our getling on in even course.
8th. mo., 22nd.  Wind changed to S3.W., and the barometer falling nearly

an inch, indicates a heavy gale. Another birth on hoard.

Sth. mo., 23rd. The wind was so high last night that we carrie.l
only three sails, recfed up. In our cabin, and below generally, there was
more noise than before. Hardly any one slept during the night. 1t
seemed impossible to lash things tight . Qur water cans turnel upside down,
emplying their contents on the deak, and some things were broken. 'Tae

following day two ol the hatchways were battened down for almost the
first time, for the waves rolled over our high bulwarks. The swell fnom the
S.W. is so great that the captain is convinced the wind was much stronger
than we had it, farther south.

8th. mo., 24th. The S.W, wind died away, a N. wind succedding it.

8th. mo., 25th. TFirst day. Wind west. Making 7% knots. Rolling
heavily from side to side. We are obliged to have our stern dead lights
up, as the water comes in il they are open.  The things in the Jockers have

heen pretty well sonked both to-day and yesterlay. Lon. 59%deg. 12min. K.,
Lat. 4ldeg. 5min. S. I'ine overhead. Sea very fine.

26th. A lovely day, and a fine hreeze,

27th. At dayvbreak a ship discerned, about five miies behind. It has

furnished matter for conversation all day, numberless being the speculations
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as to its name, etc.; some affirming it is the "Dumfries,” which has <caunght
us np, and others that it is the “Recovery,” 'which they say must have put
in at the Cape. The most feasible guess is that it is the “Duncan,” for
Sydney, which lay off Gravesend with us. But up to this hour—3 p.m.—iu
has refused to answer our signals, though we shortened sail for two hours
to allow it to near us. 1t is now about two miles behind. Al noon—
Long. 67deg. lmin., Lat. 39deg. 41min. S. About 4 o'clock p.m. the ship
came up with us, at about a gquarter ol a mile distance, and we immediately
commenced a most amusing conversation by signals. The other captain
however plainly was not used to signals, for he made two or three most
laughable blunders. To the question, “How many days have you been out?”
he answered, 1 am going to anchor.” To another question he answered
“She is ahead,” and said his name was the ' Legal Tender.” After playing
the game of cross questions and wrooked answers for half an hour he gol
tired of it, and ran up almost within stone's throw of as; and then we
leawrned by the trumpet that the name was the “Lascar,”—bound to Batavia,
from Greenock—out 68 days, We have been out 92, Ilig Lon. he gave au
6odeg.—ours 6Tleg. It was a beautiful ship, apparently quite new; much
lighter of course than ours, and carrying more sail. 1 cannoi describe to
you the pleasure the near view of the faces of other men aftforded us. Wa
gave them three hearty cheers, which were returned with merry shouts from
our countrymen. The captain seemed quite a young man, and neither he
nor his mates were to be distinguished from the men. We ran alongside
till near dusk, when, making onc beautiful sweep almost close to us. he ran
off to leeward, dropping astern, and then skimmed along, keeping the ship
close to the wind, until he had got to windward of us. Sailing faster than
we do, he will soon get ahcad. Never 'was there a finer opportunity of
admiring the full wailing of a beautiful vessel. There is a splendid breeze.

Sth mo., 28th and 2%9th. A strong westerly wind, which increased last
night to a gale. The vessel shippeld so much water that the hatches were
fastened down. This morning a very heavy sea running, the ship rolled till

the jolly-boat hanging over the starboard quarter dipped into the sea. Lon.
76deg. 32min. L.

8th. mo., 80th, Saually, with rain. Passed, at 8 a.m. between
the Islands of St. Paul's and Amsterdam. “The former island, distant aboul
10 miles, seen tolerably plain, affording a high rocky outline. Out from

Gravesend 95 days. Rolling abominably all to-day. No sail set, but closa
recled topsails and foresail.  Our seeing St. Paul’s exactly when the captain
predicted shows the correctness of his reckoning. Unless the captain of the
" keeps better reckoning he will jam his toes against a rock some
day, Yesterday W, Overett caught a Nelly which measured 3ft. in length,
and 6ft. 2in, in extent of wing. They do not look near =0 large at a distance.
The albatrosses which we see constantly sailing about cannot measure iess
than 12 or 14 feet across. Lxcuse bad writing. Our dead lights are put up
close, and the =cuttle lights go unlder water with every woll of the vessel

Sth. mo., 31st. Lon, 82deg. 12min. Id., Lat. 36deg. 16min.

9th. mo., ist. Both this day and vesterday the wind has been high and
boisterous, so that we have not been able to carry more than three sails:
and the water breaking constantly over the ship, we have had the hatches
cloged the last three or four days, giving us a taste of rough weather with
which ‘'wa are quite satisfied.

9th, mo., 2nd. Weather quite stormy. Winl blowing a gale from the
S.\WW. Battened down all day, the only exil being through the steerage. The
sea fhas been brealking over the ship, both fore and aft all day, and in spite of

‘ Lascar
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the hatches gels below deck in such quamtity that it is ankle deep in the
intermediate berths and public space. I should advise no one to take a
berth near midships. The "Anna Robertson” is T believe a thoroughly sea-
worthy vessel, but her main deck is so leaky that all those cabins which ara
not protected by the poop are annoyed by waler getting through! This
has ibeen the case for the last four or five weeks. Some of the passengers’
beds are literally rotting under them. Our cabin being under the poop, and
higher than the cabins in the midship, is generally dry; but not so with the
regt. The lveretts (whose cabin is next to ours), carried up seven buckers
full of water in one day, which they had 'baled up from the floor. Yet the
passengers are very healthy. The sea broke over with such violence to<lay
that it burst in the cuddy doors, and rushing in rolled backwards and
forwards 10 or 12 inches deep under the chairs and tables. Some of the
pasgengers were alarmed, and thought we were going to the hottom. The
rolling was tremendous (for even the sailors saill there was a very greal seu
on}, and the blows which the waves struck the ship sounded as though she
had struck upon a roclk, and made the old girl quiver from head to foot. Az
night meteoric lights were scen on the masts and rigging.

9th. mo., 3rd. TFine weather., Lon. 92deg. Hlmin. E., Lat, 37deg. 19mia.
S. The gale has left an immense swell, but is gradually subsitling.

9th mo., 4th. Wind fair and moderate.

9th. mo., Hth. TFine, steady, favorable hreeze. ‘Dhis day we made out
a list of the rations which have not heen drawn, and find there is owing to
us, and which we shall take ashore—>cwt, of biscnit (of bean meal and bone
dust—very useful for pigs); a small cask of good split peas; a cask of
oatmeal; 3lbs. of tea, 121bs. of coffee, 161bs, of cocoa, besiles butter, sugar,
etc. There will be five bagsg of biscuit (Lewt. each), for all our hiscuit has
been from bags, thangh Brown assured ws it was in casks before we sailed.
The Cape pigeons have left us, except one or two stragglers. They disap-
peared about the meridian of Y0deg. Bast of Greenwich. We first saw them
about 30deg. W. Lon. These pretty birds therefore enlivem the occean for
120deg., or reckoning 50 miles a= the average of a degree in this parallel, they
extend over a space of 6000 miles.  We see more white albatrosses now thaa
aver, and many other birds of which we know not the names. 1 quite forgot

to bring a synopsis.

9th. mo., 6tth. Getlting on famously to the place where we would be.

9th, mo., 7th. Winua fair.

9th. mo., 8th. Lon. 112deg. 15, Lat. 39deg. 30min. S. Unfortunately
just as we reach the land of Australia the wind has sprung up in the easr,
right ahead; and, more discouraging still, has set in with a new moon, thus
stopping all our calculations, for everyone had settled in his own mind the
day that we were to drop our anchor in Holdfast Bay. Some had even calen-
late the hours. Tt would be vain for me to attempt to describe how anxiously
we watdh every variation of the wind. Such a camplete dependence on the
most unstable element is very unpleasant, 1 shall be glad when we are
rather less dependent on it.

9th. mo., 9th. Wind east; blowing softly.

9th. mo., 10th and 11th. Wind east; almosti calm.

9th mo., 12th. A wind from the west sprung up vesterday; o now we
are off again. I hope another week will find us in Adelaide. The last two
or three days have been beautifully fine. Saw a large sperm whale to-day
very near the ship.

9th. mo., 13th and 14th. T.ovely weather; a sample of Australian spring.
We all hope to see Holdfast Bay on 4th day next, Preparations are going
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on in all directions for landing. We saw to-day a large shoal of porpoises,
paler in ¢olor than thosce in the Atlantic, Albatrosses are in abundance, and
Cape pigeons have made their appearance again in as great numbers as ever.

Oth mo, 15th., Iirst day. The wind dropped almost (o & calm; but tha
weather is very fine. Six Cape geese were caught to-day.

9th, mo., 16th. Wind N.N.IG. Another Cape goose caught. Lidwarl
has stuffed one for himsell. 1t measures 711, 3in. from (he tip of one wing
to the tip ol the other. Lon. 128deg. “um.n. 14, Lat. 37deg. 24min. S, We

shall not anchor now before Hth day. The sailers got th: anchor chains up
to-day.

$th. mo., 17th and 18th.  Wind variable,  Very fine days
night. L.on, 133deg. Tmin.

, with rain at

9th. mo., 19th, All up betimes to look out for land, though Kangaroo
[sland is not likely to be seen hefore 10 a.m. At a quarter past 10, as the

aptain prophesied, land was zeen in the direction of east by north, our
course being east halfl north.  We were at first puzzled to know what land it
was, as it was expected Kangaroo Island lay S.W. of us. As we got nearer,
however, and the land became more distinet, it was foun! to be Cape Bedout,
the southern point of the izland. We have therefore been running due
north, and are now, whilst 1 am writing, just doubling Cape Dorda, the
north-west headland. We have a famous breeze from the west, which, if it
lagts 20 hours longer, may leave us quictly at anchor., The western coast is
very beautiful—high cliffs, scored with deep gullics and ravines, and some of
them ag white as the cliffs of Dover. The lanl beyond the «liffs is high,
Mount Torrens® being visible in the Backzround, A good run in thae after
noon carried us along the north coast of the island, whidh is very precipitous.

9th. mo., 20th. IIp at 5 o’clock to see the firel view of South Aunstralina.
We were in Aldinga Bay—the land riging gradually from the sea, and looking
green and fertile, and finely timbered, 1t was not until 3 p.m, that we came
to anchor in IHoldlagt Bay, into which we were guided by the flagstail at
Glenelg. We fountd the “Recoveny” lying there, having only arrived the
previous afternoon.

On 7th day morning, the 21st of 9th mo., Father, Fred, and myseclfl
landed at Glenelg. The landing is awkward on account of the surf. The
sailors had lo carry us as much as 30 or 40 yvards through the water; but
the sand is very firm and dryv when you reach the margin of the water
Wo looked aboul the place a little while, and then walkel off to Adelaide.
Glenelg is merely a signal station.  There are not mere than a dozen houses
and huts, including a public hotel where gin is sold at 6d. a glass. The
road to Adelaide is across a perfectly level country, and, with an exception in
one or two places, where broceks cross it, is excellent. The ground 1s
covered with a great variety of pretty flowers, bhut nothing at all splendid.
The soil is light, sandy, and of a reddish white color. It is sprinkled over
pretty thickly with trees, but they are all very small, and contain a great
deal of dead wood. They appear cult by exposure to westerly winds.
Emigration Square is the first part of the town seen from the Glenelg road.
It consists of about 40 cottages in which the {free emigrants are aceomm -
Jdated for a time, and is about a five minutes’ walk from Adelaide. We
called and left letters with J. B. Hack, and afterwards with Rachel Deane -
her husband being from home—with whom we took dinner. She said they
were very well satisfied with having come, and liked the country much
After dinner we called at Flaxman and Rowland’s (Angas and Miller's

* This must have been Cage Torrens (near Cape Borda), behind which there are high hills,
There is no Mount Torrens marked on any map of the Island 1 have seen.—J.C.
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pariners), and found that Rowland had, in obedienee to A, and M.s insirus-
Hons, and very promptly too, hired us a house, which we looked at. It is
in Halifax street, near Hurtle Square—a good, five-rosmesd brick house, with
cellar and loft; well papered and painted; with a large vard conlaining a
detached Kitcehen, a pigety, and hen house; likewise a garden with very little
in it

to Glenelg with several others ol the passengers who landel in the morning.
We did not reach the beach until 6 o'clock, when it was too dark o sce a
signal at the ship, and the man at the giation had no blue lights, We found

and all well fenced in with palings, In the alternoon we walked back

the crew of a whale boat, who offered to take us at 10/ a head, bul thal being

exothitant even at colonial prices (there being seven ol us) we beat them

down Lo o/; bul as all would not pay =o mu h, and they refused to take a
part, we were abliged, for there were no belg Lo be got in the place, 1o be

content with a bush fire. Father, being afrald of the night wir, sat all night
on a bench in the one voom of the public house—the rest lay on the gras.
round the lire. As we none ol us had great-coats it was very cold on that
side away from the fire, and a very heavy dew fell. Iowever, we Look no

harm, and gol on board by half-past 8 next morning. They told us before
we started thalt we should Teel g0 sirange at gelting on =olid groumi again
would ache

that we should not be able to walk steadily, and that onr leg

before we got hall a mile; but it is all stufi. There was nothing sirange
about it. Il my attention had not been drawn to it by others | should have
forgolten that | had not been on land the day before; and oot only Ifred and

wmyself, but father, acfually walked 16 or 17 miles, and we all thought we

never were le tired.

On First-day we moved round to the head of the creek preparatory Lo
unlonding at the port, but as our ship draws too much water to allow ol her
going over the bar until she waz lightened the captain sent nearly all the
passengers on shore on Fourth Cay, including 1l our family exeept mysell.
[ stayed to get ashore the drawers and other things in our cabin which were

lett after the firsl trip. This was not accomplished until Sixth day, when
they and mysell were taken up® the creek in oa Hehter, It wayg 12 miles

from where the ship lay to the port, and we did not get to the port till
the tide had fallen so low as to prevent our landing until morning.  £o here
was another cold night to pass on the goods on boand the lighter. I
Captain Munre, who was with us, having plenty of ham sandwiches, et:,
hepl things pretiy comfortable. I lunded early and walked to town to
breaklast. We have appointed an agent ol the port to land and warchouse
our goods, which is the only way to lave them taken care of. The creck s
beautiful, but the port is a wretched plice. They are beginning a Lew one,
a mile or so lower down, which will 1 doubt not be more waorthy of the
Colon.

As provisions are enormously Gear we set to work to get into the conntry
ns woon as possible, which we fimd musl be a long way from town. T'red
and Mr. Hallack (the young genl from Combridge, belore mentioned) hired
34

horses and went to the =outhward to look at Unele R and I Beck's
)

land,  They found gome very fine land, particularly in Hurlle Vale, about 12
miles off, and on the Cnkaparinga River, about 22 miles; but all the good
land ig inken and the Deks' land is all in sections a long way apart.  Con-
sulting with J. B, Iack about this matter he advised us to go and look ar
land in Mount Barker, up by their domain which is in a special survey now
being taken, and which contains zo mudh good land that a great deal will be

This Tt‘ll;/_“;;;;ul the Creck © in the copy of the Journal from which this is taken, but
the course was certainly “up ' [rom the sea to the Port,—J.C.
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left for public competition. Thig we determined at once to do, and being
fortunate enough Lo borrow horses, I'red, Hallack, antd I went by Stephen
Hack's invitation, and under his guidanwe, up to their farm.

On 4th day, the 2nd of 10th mo., we started, accompanied by a young
man named Lines, who rents a farm at 12/ per acre under them, and which
we are in treaty lov it we can get our own land by it.  The ride is beautiful.
About three miles [rom Adelaide you reach the foot of what may he called
the pass of Mount Loflty. You first ascend the “big hill,” a monstrous
steep place, and which lew horses will draw up, and after that ride up and
down hill through far finer mountain and forest scenery than 1 over saw

before., The hills are crowned for 14 miles with a magnificent forest ot
stringy bark and white gum (rees. We found the land rich and Dbeautiful
bey ond Wdescription. We left the plaing roand Adelaide dry and dusty, and

found this land so wet that in the middle of the valley the horses plunged
half way up their legs in the rich black soil.  We have since agreed to take

Lines's farm. It is in a valley, 8. Hack says 1800 feet above the level of
the sea. The climate is more temperate, and the secasons are at leastl six

weeks later than at Adelaide. At the latter place nothing will grow except
during the four months of winter, whereas at Mt Barker things grow
Inxuriously [sic] during the six months of summer, but not in winter, just
us in England, and they have over the mountains a vast deal more rain,

Our valley is coveredl with the most beautiful grass, and is now as yellow

with butlercups as any lKnglish meadow 1 ever saw. Down the middle is
a chain of water holes, some of them large and very deep, and they are now
connected by a beantiful stream which runs great part of the year. It

is finely timbered, but not too thickly, and the hills on cach gide are ¢crowned
with wood. The whole scene is equal to the finest and richest lnglish
park 1 know, There are on the farm two cotltages, a stable, dairy, double
stockyard with calf pens and milking bails, pigsty, poultry-house, dog kennels,
pigeon house, a large garden fenced in, and three acres of land ploughed
up, and which we are going to plant with polatoes dircctly, The farm
ig about 27 or 28 miles fromi Adelaide, and 114 miles from 8. Hadk's.,  J. I3
ITack and his family are coming up there this summer, as Adelaide 15
unbearable as a place to live in, in hot weather. The dust already begins
to blow in such clowds as 1 can only suppose to be oqualled in the Great
Desert. J. B, and 8. Hack have promised, if we cannot get land oui of
Macltarlane's survey, near that we rent of them, (o let us hiave two ¢ections
out of their own survey, We are to pay 12/ per acre for the 80 aores wo
rent of them, and have in addition the very valuable rignt of run for 100
head ol cattle on their territory. J. B, and 8. Hack have upwards of 2000
head of cattle, besides horscs in number about 50, and working bullocks.
Their survey is for 15,000 acres of which they will take care to buy all the
good land in the valleys and by (hat means sccure the whole ftract for

£4000 or L£5000, People are not very particular what sort of houses they
live in in the bush. 8. Ifack has just finishel one in which he now lives,

It is built ol slabsz of wood set upright, but so rudely put together that vous
may almost get your hand between eacl slab, which makes the house nice
and airy.

Sixth day afternoon, 10th mo., 18th. We have made one journey wilh
our cart and four bhullocks up to Mount Barker. At the Dbig hill we had
to untoad and carry up halt the load, and were two hours getting up. A

{ This is an over-estimate of the distance. By the present road, through lhe Township of
Mounl Barker, the distance from Adelaide is nol more than 24 miles, and a more direet route
may have been taken at that time.—J.C.
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few miles further on the cart rolled right over. We got about 11 miles, to a

roadside inn the first day. The second day we slarted at 8, and reached
[Tack's station at 9 o'clock, having done about 14 miles in 13 hours, with
only one more upset. In nine instances during this day we had to fasten

trees behind the cart on going down hill to prevent it from tumbling over the
bullocks' backs; and in many instances to ford through rivers and creels
when the bullocks were up to their bellies in mmud and wafter. We arrived
at our journey's end about 1l o'clock a.m. of the third day. Fred and I
came back the next day, having left father, Tom, Peggy, and Rachel Ann up
there. TFinding it impossible for us to draw up our goods, the llacks have
offcred the use of their teams and drays, and I hope next week all our [amily
will be up there. The man who is leaving the farm wishes us to take his
11 cows, from which he makes 40lbs. of butter per week, at £1 per week, and
S. Iack will let us have as many heifers as we like for the trouble of
breaking them in to millk. Jutter is ‘worth now, wholesale, about 2/6 per
1b,, potatoes .£25 per ton, maize 14/ per bushel,

We are all quite well, and all desire our dear love to grandfather,
uncles, auntls, cousins, and friends in IKngland. The “Dumfries” arrived
three weeks after us. [ am gorry to hear so poor an account of I, Bennell.
Trusting this will reach you all well and happy, I remain dear uncle,

Thy affectionate nephew,

WILLIAM MAY.

Put into the Adelaide Post Oflice 10th mo., 20th, 1839,

A LETTER FROM MARIA MAY, OF FAIRFIELD I"'ARM, NIEAR MOUNT
IARKER, SOUTH AUSTRALIA, TO MARIA MORRIS, Of AMPTHILL.
BEDFFORDSITIRI), ENGILAND.

Fairfield Parm, 12th mo., 29th, 1839,
My Very Dear Aunt,

I am really quite ashamed to let thee see the date of my letler, buf we
are so very busy it seems almost impossible to find time to write, much as
1 wish to let thee know ‘how we are going on. Oh! dear aunt, if thon
wast with us how delightful it wonld be; but that is not possible, so that
I must endeavor to tell thee all that we do, that thou mayst fancy ns
exactly.

I think from tho long letters William wroto he must have told you ali
particulans of the voyage, so I shall begin at the time we lande! at IPort
Adelaide, which we did on the 25th of 9th mo. We, our bhedding, and a
few olhier things we would not do without, were landed in oune of the ship's
boats, and most thoroughly did we enjoy that row. The day was fine—the
gight of the green trees that grew on the banks of the beautifully winding
channel, with the thought of soon being on land agnin, and of beholding
our new and adopted country—all united their charms to make that long
wighed for time delightful. We saw no odious mangrove trees, nor were
wa carried through the mud on the sailors’ bavks as James 1 {alked abonut
in ‘his bhook, but we stepped from {he boat on to dry ground.

11 do not know who this * James can be if it is not James Dackhouse; but in his
“ Narrative of a Visil to the Australian Colonies,”’ chap. 43, describing his visit to Adelaide, he
never refers lo the mangroves as ' odious,” nor is there any reference to being carried ashore
through mud, for he landed at the Patawalonga Creek, Glenelg. —J.C,
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At Port Adelaide, which is a moest curious, disagreeable place, and does

not give a very favorable impression for the first sight of the country, we

stayed by our bagease whilsr IFred went to engage two bullock carts to

convey it, and such of our party could not waik, to the cily of Adelnide,

Hoe scon got some, ani w saw our thing
uncle, and the lour children, with father os their guide to our house (the
drivers nol knowing (he street) seated on the top. The rest of us set off
to walk, wilh the exception of Willinrg v oo was lelt behind at the =hip a fow
days longer to see to the landing of the rost of the thing:
in our cabin, We had a very pleasant walk, and amused ourselves by

5 safely packed in, and mothey,

that were left

picking o variely of wild flowers which wo found in great abundance. They
were most of (hem very different to any we hal ever scon in Englaod.

Those that had any resemblance were more like the zarden flowers. They

were nearly all very awect-scentod.  We passed a great many sellow wattle
trees in full bloom.  The hlozsom is exnctly like the Fnglish minosa, with
the same almond-like smell. The leaf iz more like that of {he oleander.

It looked very pretiy to see the trees covered with large bunches of vellow
blossom, and the air is so iilled with the perfume that when the wind bhlew
oft the land we smelt it on board the ship while we were lying at anchor
thongh we were some distance from land Thera are zeveral other soris

of mimosa such as we used o have in pots in ngland, and one that I have
seen only in the conservatory at J. Warner's, of Hoddleodon, growing wild as
shriths in the sireets of Adelaide,

We had not walked far before we gaw somohody walking very fast
behind ns, as though he wished to overtake us, =0 we slackened onr pace,
and on his nearer approach who should we find it to be but Joseph Cool:,
He had come over from Van Dieman’s Land on busziness, and wias going hack
Adelaide at all, vo (hat he did not giva n»
favorable account of it; hut perhaps it was a true one, for T should

tha next dav. He does not 1k

novery
not like to live there at all, 1 think I never saw such adusty pl
J. Cook walked with us the rest of the wav, and warned us of fhe shon
twilight; but we did not =ecm much inclined to hurry, this being our first
walk for such a length of time, so that it had become nearly dark hefore
wo reached Adelaide, and Pred, who was the only one of the party that Lad

e before,

seen the house before, having entered the town quite in a Cifferent direction
when he visited it before, was rather at a Iess, and although we were in the
town we saw very few houscs, and nobody seemed fo know where Ialifax
sireet was, so that we were some time hefore we found it; but we did
succead at last,  We found father and mother had arrived some time befors
us. A kind woman who livel in one of the nearest houses saw them come,
and concluding they had but just come on shore, came over to know if she
stante, She fetched some of hey own wood, lighted

could render any a
a fire, and filled our tea Kkeitle ait the nearest well, which they would have
heen (roubled to find had not she come to their assistance, So that by the
time we got in the tea was ready for usg, and to taste baker's bread, and fo
drink tea made with nice, sweet, clean water, was a greaf treat, It really
felt quite strange (o he able to sit still after being rolled about so long.
We spread our beds upon the floor, and were glad to get into them prettv
early, where we all enjoved a good night's rest.

We were up early the next morning, anxions to see about us. We found
wa had quite a splendid house, being one of the best in Adelaide. The
rooms were neatly papered, and there wag a verandah both front and back,
Thae rent was very hizh. butl that we had nothing to do with.,  We were ali
high busy the first week receiving our goods from the port, and finding places
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for them. Ifather bought four bulloeks, so that Irederick and William
brought most of the things up, which was a great saving, as carters charge
25/ for every load Licy bring, though it is only five miles.t

We were now getting anxious to be doing something, Provisions
belng very dear it would not do 1o be idle, So I'rederick and William
sel olf to Hurtle Vale, to see the gections ol land belonging to Uncle Deck,
cte., but finding the best of them was let, and that all the land in thuat
direction was bought so that there was no chance of getting our own near it,
which would have been very inconvenient had we settled there, they
conclulod to give 1t up altogether. TThey went next to Mount Barker, to
look at a scction which belonged to J. B, oand 8. 1lack, and was oceupied by a
young man named Lines, who was wishing Lo leave. They were so much
pleased with this, and it appeared in 50 many respects advantageous, that
an agrecment was soon made with the young man, and we had {o prepare
for another move,. We stased about four weeks in Adelaide. That was
quile enough, for it is nol a nive place to live in, amd we were so swarmed
with fleas that after the first night we could get very little rest, and it really
hindered so much time to look for them that we did not know how to gei
on al all.  We used to find 20 or 30 in each bed when we got up in & morning.
We thought we must be a greal deal worse off than other people, ana conld
nol make out how it wq

until one day we were telling G. and R. Deane how

we were troubled, and they said it was the same with everybody. They had
endeavored 1o getl rid of them by giving their little girls so much a score for
killing them. Poor Willlan was s0 persecuted with them (halt he was
chliged at last to sleep on the table, Tor they came through the cracks in
the boards, and were sure to lind him out if he was within reach.

We went to meceting on a Pirst-day in a large parvlour of J. B, Hack's.
They hiand been uscd to meet only once a day before we came, but they
considered as there wias no weokdlay meeting it would be better (o meet
fwice on IFirst-day, which we did at 11 and 6 o'clock. Alter the morning
meeting J. B, lHack read some portion from the “Book of Extracts,”

12, and C. Coremun live aboul =ix miles (rom Adelaide. They came to
fown once whilst we were there, and called to sec us. They had their two
daughters with them--the eller a very nice girl, about 15 or 16 § —the
other quite a lirtle thing. They met with a sl accident on returning
Lhome, They stayed in Adelaide rather Inter than they intended, and their
road crossed the River Torrens, wiiich was very shallow jost at the
crossing, but there was a deep water hole a aittle distance further. They
had just got across when the horse began fo back, and E. C. being unable to
stop if, (hey were all precipitated into (he ‘hole. The eldest daughter,
and the horse, which was worth £100, were drowned; the others managed
to scramble out somehow, though it seemed wonderful that any of them
escaped., We attended the funeral, which took place the following IMirst-

a

day. Poor 19, and C. Coleman were almost inconsolable for ihe loss of their

daughter, She secmed from whalt we hear, to have heen prepared for such
an awful event, which may tend to reconcile her parents. The burying

eround g in North Adelaide. It is a piece of ground belonging to J. B.
Hack. e has built a sort of lolge, where a person lives to look after it,

We took several pretty walks round Adelaide. The banks of the
Torrens are in some parts vers beautiful, It is very winding in soma

places deep, in others very shallow. It will require an immense deal ol
1 An nnder estimate of the distance.  Yrom the part of the river where the “duna Robert-
son ' was probably moored, to Halifax Street, Adelaide, wonld be at least 5} miles, ].C.
f This girl, Charlotte Fowler Coleman, was only 13 years and 8 months of age al the time
of her death under such sad circumstances, —J.C.
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labor if it is ever made navigable. There are some good buildings in
Adelaide, The bank and the Governor's house are the best. I must

not forget the Methodist Chapel, which is quite an ornament to the place.
There are many very good shops and stores; quite as han’some as we see
in an English country town, They do not quite come up to London yet,
but the prople here arce not inclined to be much behind the Mother Countr)
it they can help it Most of the houses are low, having only the grouna
floor, which gives the place @ wean appeariance until you are used to it, and
they seem stuck about amongst the trece without any apparent order, though
care is taken to keep to the line of the streots, and there are hand-posts i
the cotners of the streets with their names en them, I looks al present
like a large and flourishing village, We nsed often to say, when returning
[rom « distant part of the town, lowled with lirewood wiich we picked up on
the way—"What would they say in ngland if they could sec us walkiug
through Victoria Square, and some of the principal streets ol Adelaide, loaded
with wood?”

We now and then =aw some natives about, but they are not af all
HUIerous, They seem very quiet and inoffensive, and by no means so ugly
us we expected. They are very short— puarticularly the women—and have
remarkably slenter legs, short curly hair, and very white teetl, We founl

hest to take no notice of them, for i they have anything given to them
once they come =0 often that you cannol keep it up, and then they get angry.
Jo B Haek told ue that most of the disputes beiween them and the seitlers
had arisen in this way, so that they are now supplied weekly with rations
from Government, They do not like to be called “blacks."” We were

oul fer a walk one day, and one pagsed us, Bessie said, "There is a black!”

He turned round guickly, and sail “Me no black; me aboriginee.”

Now, dear aunt, 1 think 1 have {old thee all that is worth relating of our
stay in town, I must next give thee an account of the journey to Mount
Bavker, for we did not all go iogoelher. The first party conszisting ot
father, Thomas, R. Ann, and Margaret, and Frederick and William as Lheir
drivers, set off on 2nd day morniug, 10th mo., 17th, with our own cart and
four bullocks, lowled with bedding, cooking utensils,

and provisions
to last until the next supplies could arrive, The distance was 21 miles.
They started from Adelaide about 7@ o'cleck in the morning, Margaret aunt
R. A. riding in the cart, father on & Timor pony, which he had bought, and
the rest walking. I must now tell thee that the sectien of land to which
we were going, although it is called Mount Barker, is in a very extensive
valley, or flat—as it is called here—between the Mount Lofty and AMount
Barker ranges. The valley itsell is beautifully diversified svith hill and dale,
and we had the Mount Lofty range to cros

The party got on very well till they reached the bottom of the first
Lill, which was about lour miles, althongh it had begun fto rain, and secmed

Il!wly to come on much faster. This first hill, whi h generally gocs hy the
name of the Big Hill 1 mother says is about as steep as the Lewes Fiills,
ad very lons, Margaref and R. Ann got cut of the eart to walk up. and
having made everything secure they tried to make their team mount the

tOMr, EOWL Halluek, a son of the Cambridgeshire farmer who is mentioned by Willinm
AMay .h luuw i fellow passenger in the " duna Keolbertson tells me that this is what is now
Lnown as the Greon Hill, and is the next hill north of Waterfall Gullv,  The track followed in
1539, however, wias not o1 the site of the present road up this hill, The Ion that the travellers

l()l( d the first nighl was no doubt the well-known Crafer's Iotel, on the present road to
_\Inunt Barke and Lo reach it the party may have passed from the ridge of the Green Hill
round by the <lern side of Mt TLofty, [t can be dily understood by those who know {he
loeality that the route 270 Glen Osmond, and the -on-the-hill Haotel, was lmpx.ulj« 1hle
h-fore any road was made thrangh that glen. My, W Hallack, who lives in Wakelield
Streel, Adelaide, is an antharity on the topography of the Hills Dix trict of South Australia -
and has written various articles and pamphlets deseriptive of this part of the country, w lu(h
have appearcd first in the * Register ™ newspaper, - J,C
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hill, But they scoon found it was no use, the poor bullocks Deing quits
unable to draw the car: up so steep a place; anl thinking it would never
do to give up, they determined to unload the cart, and carry its contents up
themselves, which (to our asionishment when they told us) they succeedeld
in doing. Some of the luggage consisted of heavy packages that had not
been opened since we left Ungland,  The rain too was descending very ast
This difliculty over, they got on pretty well, though very slowly, to a rude
gort of inn, which was about half way. Here they concluded to stay fos
the night; but the accommodation was miserable indeed, they being obligaed
to lie down in their wet clothes.

They started again early in the morning, but this day'e journe, proved
mora wdisastrous than the last. An it was nothing but up and down hill it
was quite unsafe for anvbedy {o ride, so poor Margaret and Rachel werg
obliged o walk all the way, sometimes up to their knees in mud, They
tried the pony, but not having a side-saddle they wlipped off. The poor
art was upsel three times, and then they had to stay and reload, and they
cul down a tree in two or three places to tie behind the cart as a dra<z,
in going down some of the hilla, So that it was quite dark before they
reached Stephen Hack's, which was still three miles from our own pluce,
IHere they took up their abode for the second night, which was rather more
comfortable than the night hefore, as they got their ¢lothes dried, bt he
has only one sleeping room, o that Ifather, Thomas, Margaret, and 1. A. slept
in that, and the resi in the sitting-room downstaira. But thev got nicely
rested, and were quite ready (o finish their jonrney the next morning, which
they did in safety, an® were glad enough to get to a house they could call
their own, after being without a home for so many months, I shall give
thee a description of the house and land presently.

Thou must now go back, dear aunt, to us who were left in Adelaide
We found plenty to do in getting ready everything we shauld want in such
an out-of-the-way place. Ifrederick and William returned with the cart in
a few days, and ventured fo {ry the journey once more with a load (8. IMack
having lent them two more bullocks), and takinge Joseph with them this
time, Jut althoush they had
weveral times, Onee it turned so completely over that

bullocks thev got on very litile hetter,

)

upseiting the cart

the wheels were twirling round in the air instead of supporting it on the
enrth. I". and W. now gave it ap as a bad joh, ani agreed with 8. lack
{o send down drayvs and bullocks to bring up the rest ol us, and onr goods,
al once. Fred returned to help us <¢lear the house, and to settle about the
rest of the goods which had just arrived in the “Dumfries,”” but were nof
unloaded.

Everything ready, we all quitted Adelaide on Thivd day, 25ih of 10th
month, looking quite a formidable caval ade. Ifirst went a waggon drawa
by 10 bullorks, in which were Mother, UIncle, I'rederick, 1Bdward, the three
children, and myself, with our beds to sit lmo'n. Then came two drays
drawn by eight bhuallocks earh, and lastly another drav with sizx bunlocks
[Having heard such a description of the road {hou mayst think we did no!
much like the thought of the journey:; but we soon found we had not much
to fear, as we had such an excellent driver He is considered the hest
bullock driver in the Colony. It was quife admirable to see how ho
managced =uch a long string of hallocks, guiding the waggon through fallen

trees that were =0 close that sometimes there were only a few inches
between them and the wheels. We all walked up the first hill, which was

f Tt seems from the mention, a little further on, of Stephen Wack welcoming the paety at
his house, that this excellent driver was not he himsell, as might have been supposed.— J.C.
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really the Iill Difficulty, It seemed almost impossible that a loaded cart
should ever be got up it. We watched them slowly winding their way
amongst the trees, as woe frequently stopped to rest.

On reaching the top we had a most beautiful view of the surronnding
country. We coull see the whole cxtent of Adelaide, the ereek with all
the vessels lving at anchor, and the sea stretching beyond as far as the
eye could reach, whi'st before us was a most romantic scene,  Qur road now
lay on the tops ol the mountaing, so that we had deep valleys on each side,
with other hills rising dircctly beyond them. These hills, as well as those wo
wera on, were covered with trees, and beautiful flowers Oh, dear aunt,
how I wished thou 'wast with us! Thou would’st have enjoyed the beautiful
views, It put me in minl of the =cenery deseribed in the “Lady of the
Lake.” But T did not wish thee to have the jolting ride we had. There
are so many dead trees and branches lying about, and deep water courses,
that our driver was obliged to keep calling cut to us to hold tight when we
were going over anything, The poor children became so frichtened at last
that they all began to ¢ry when he ealled out, anl it really was with the
ercatest difficulty we could sometimes hold on. One of the water conrses
was so deep, and the descent so sudden, that the waggoen gave a piteh down
into it, so that the front whe=ls were “ompletely buried, ind gave ws such 2

shake that we thouaght the waggon was hroken to picces, We remained in
that position about a minute to give the bullocks time to muster all their
strength; but it was a great effort Lo get it up again, After a great many

joltings we reached the Cattle Company's station, where a =zoolnatured
Scoteh woman, wiho manages the dai»v, brought us out plenty of new milk,
and I enjoyved a good draught for the fire! time sinee T left Fugland.,  They
sell it at 8d. per quart in Adelaide, =0 that we were obliged to make very
little do when we were there.

We had now only a few miles to go to reach S. TTack’s, but it was nearly
dark before we reached there,  J. B, and S, ITack came to welcome us in for
the night, and we were glad enough to leave our uncomfortable seat in the
wagegon for one on S. 1l.'s sofa. IMTe told us he had a most splendid honso,
so that we were hardly prepared for such a one as we fonnd, for whilst
I was sitting on the cofa T could see all that went on in the yvard through
the cracks in the walls; but he seemed to think that was rather an advantage
than otherwise.  THe was very kind, doing his, very best to make us comfort
able for the night, which we should have heen had we not heen too tired;
and, having had some green fea into the bargain, naither mother nor T eould
get to sleep till the light of the morning hegan to peep through the number-
less spaces in the roof.

Tather walked over to breakfast with us, and as we were in a great
hurry to reach our own home, we did not stay long after that meal was
finished, It is a very pretty walk. We pass one farmhouse between S
ITack’'s and ours, which belongs to Captain Field, who is our nearest neighbar,
being about half a mile off, which is ronsidered very ncar for the bush,
We ocecasionally call upon them. for the eaptain has such very poor health
that it makes It very dull for his wife. We rea~hed home about 11 a.m., and
found our house, though a very poor place, rather better than we expected,
ag father had done a great deal to it to make it a little more wind and water
tight, T must in future call it our farm, as 1 eannot c¢all it a house, for it
consists of four detached buildings, the largest of which is the sitting-room,
with a bed at one end for father and mother. The next largest is divided
into two rooms, in ene of whiech Margaret and T sleep, and in the other the
four children, The next building is one room, in which uncle and my
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brothers sleep. They are rather too close, but they manage pretiy well by
having their three bammeocks hang up over the other beds. The other
building is the dairy. We have a very prelly view from our [arm. It is
exnctly ke a zentlemans park in Kngland, and 1 think none thag | ever
saw excelled it in beauty. We have had several visits from Iresh comers,
aid persons Irom Adelaide, and thes all unite in admiring our “park,” as
they call if.

I must now tell thee the omposition ol our houwscs, The siiting-room
I bulll of the stems of young trees cut of an equal length and nailed as
close as they can be together, but of course the itrees are not perfectly
slraight so thal where there is the least curve it leavs a hole. sSome ol
Lhese holes are large enough to get one's hand through; but with plastering
sonte with mud on the outside, and nalling up old sacks within, we have
stopped up some of the worst, The roof is preity respectable. It is
boarded, and only lets the wet through in a very lew places, where it runs
down between the boards. The fHloor in thi=, as well in all the other
5, is Lhe bare eartl, which we do not much mind this dry weather, as

hous

it gels trodden down quite hard, and we lay a carpet over il But we
hid o few days very wel; then it was miserable indecd, for the wet trod m
and made it so muddy that we could not keep ourselves clean ai all. I is
50 uncomlortable that father has concluded to build a nice large witling:
raom, with a boarded toor, belore winter, our rooms are ol turl, so that
1 we rub up against the watls the mould comes tumbling down, We have
lung matiing round as ar a9 we can, which makes them more comlortable

indeed thou wouldst be surprised 1o see such rough places look so0 tidy as
they do. We do not intend Lo setile down contented with such plites.
IFather means fo build a good substantial bouse on our own land, which
we have but jusi purchased, =o that it s too late to think of building this
seasoun, but we hope to do 20 next sununer. Thou will wonder, no doubt,
why we did not put up the house we brought out with us. We found that
it up here would be so great that we could buill a
much stronger one cheaper than that would be with the carriage added to

the expense of getling

it. So we left it in Adelaide to be sold, wileh they think may be done
pretty well, so that we shall not lose by if. We have kept the doors anld
windows for our house up here.

1 will now give thee an account of our day's employments, and as they
=0 on pretly regularly, only varying the work a8 each job is finished, thou
will be able to faw:y us pre(ty correctly. We rise at 5 o'clock, Willlam
goes off direcily on the pony to find the cows, Tor we have no fields as in
Iingland to confine them. They wander about just where they please. T'hey
have the calves oul with them in the day, buat they are shut up at home in
the night, so that we are pretiy sure of not losing the cows in the morning,
and Joseph is carelul to look well after them in the day., We have been
very fortunate, having only lost them once Jor any lengih of time. On~
day, soon after we came up here, Joe was prevented Ietching them up at
the usual time, when they strayed avay so far that we did not find them
again for three days Now to return, The rest of my brothers employ
themselves uniil William's return in Yeelding the pizs, Tctehing water from
the creek al a short distunce frem the house, and

ting the calves into
their pen to prevent them sucking their mothers before thev are wmilked.

Mother is busy in the dairy geitting the tins ready for the [(resh milk. I
skim, and set the breakiast table. Margaret makes two large saucepans-fuli
of porridge, just such as we used Lo have al Ackworth. I"ather works in

the garden, and the children feed the poullry. We breaklast at half past
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six.  Directly we have finished, I'rederick, William, Tom, and Idward take
their pails and begin milking. It is Joe's business to get the cows tied
up ready for them, and to let the calves out as they are wanted. The whole
management of cows is so different here to what it is in Ingland; cven the

cows themselves seem dilterent.  Very lew Inglish ones like to be touched
when they are out in the fields, but are quiet enough when being milked. 1t
is exactly the reverse here.  IFather generally has some carpentering job in
hand. Uncle amuses himself by fetching home wool, and sawing it up for
our fires. We have no lack of wood. 1 could not help wishing that some
ol the poor people in England could have all the dead lrees we have burned
up because they looked untidy lIying about. Father sometimes has (wo or
three great bontires burning at once. Mother, Margarvet, and 1 are busy

about our domestic concerns, which we gencerally manage to get done so as
to sit down (o needlework for an hour or two before dinner, except ou
wiashing and churning days. IFourth-day is churning-day. Tom or IKdward
churns, and I make the butter. We used to make about 40lbs. a week, but
the time for which we hired Lines’ cows has just expired, so that for a few
weeks, until more of our own cows calve, we shall have much less. The
people in Adelaide are very particular, They do mot like the butler in
plain Ibs., so we have to make it up inte Lolbh, pats, and stamp it. We gel
2/6 per 1b, for it. We have just linished washing up the things that wero
used on board ship, having been three months about it, but as we coull
not gel any help we were obliged to do it very gradually. The boiling
answered very well, taking out the mildew and making the things very clean.

Wilhen my brothers have done milking they are generally engaged in

some agricultural employment, They have ploughed four acres of grouni,
two of which are planted with maize, and (wo with potatoes. The latter

look very fine, and are almost ready to dig. Il was almost foo late in the
season for planting anything when we came up here, but they did not like
to lose so much time, so by great exertion they got so much into cultivation.
We have had two men employed for about two months putting up a fence,
which they have nearly completed. It will enclose 20 acres. I, and ‘.
have just commenced ploughing it up. We long to see it all in cultivation.
One o'clock is our dinner hour, when we generally sit down to a famous
great pudding, a joint of meat, and vegetables with which we are well
supplied from our own garden. We drink nothing but milk and tea. The
Iatter we have with all our meals. 1t seemed rather strange at first to
drink it with our dinner, but we soon gol used to it. It is the common
drink of everybody in the bush. Iiven our two workmen bring their tea-
kettle up with them when they come to work. They have built themselves
a tenl, a short distance Irom the place where they are working. Wa
unite tea and supper together, and have it at 7 o'clock, and all retire to resi
at 9, and having been busy through the day, enjoy a sound sleep at night.

Thou dost not know, dear aunt, how often we think and talk aboul
you all during the day, and wish we could see you again. We are just nine
hours before you, so that when we are going to bed at 9 on IMrst-day night
it is 12 at noon of that day with you. 1 have not toll thee how we spend
Ifirst-day.  We contrive to get all our jobs done very early on that morning,
and sit down to meeting in our own parlour at 11 o'clock, and sit about an
hour and a half. In the afternoon we sit down quietly to read to ourselves,;
and again meet at 6 in the evening, when father reads {wo or threa
chapters in the Testament, and some Psalms. Then, after a pause, William
reads a part of some Ifriends’ book. 1 think we all enjoy First-day. When-
ever thou thinks ol us, dear aunt, fancy us very happy, and enjoying number-
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less blessings which we do not deserve. O, that all our beloved Iriends in
dear Old England were with us!

I have written parts of this letter at many dilferent times, but have
noil put the dates. I am now arrived at the 16th of 2nd mo., 1840, We
have had A, H. Tavlor i staving with us for two or three davs e lelt
us this afternoon for Adelaide, but talks of coming up this way again in
a few dlays to endeavor to get employment, until a situation which J. 13, Hacexr
is trying to get for him under Government is ready. 1 do nol know whether
he will get anything to suit him up here, as he does not like hard work.
He told us that his unele J. J. Lister particularly wished him not 1o stav
in Adelaide. Ifather urged him to follow that advice, which he said Le
quite intended to do, as he :lislikes Adelaide very much,

We have not bheen at all inconvenienced by the heat (his smmmer,
although (he thermometer has often been above 100deg, It is cnly juast
in the middle of the day that il is 80 very hot; the nights are cool and
pleasant.  We have had three blankets on our hed all through the summer,
and have not been at all too warm. I"ather feared the sudden changes
would affect us, but they do not, for we have all had remarkably good health,
not having had even colds since we came on shore, To give thee some
idea of the sudden change of temperature, T must tell thee that on the 17ih
of 2nd mo. the thermometer at 6 o’clock in the morning stood at 42deg., and
at 9 the same morning had risen to S8tdeg. Ii hangs ¢uite in the shade.
The most nnromfortable weather is when we have a hot wind, It feels

just ag if it was blowing off a furnace. It is generally succeeded by rain,
We heard a short time since that they had a very plentiful horvest in
Sydney, and an imporfation of wheat is expected daily, which we are very

glad of, as provisions, particnlarly flour, are extravaganily dear. We use
a great deal of rice, which is mueh the cheapest thing we can buy. We

have six sacks full of it by us now, for come of which we gave 1d, per lh.
We feed our pigs and poultry upon it, as well as using it in a variety of
wayg ourselves, Our mill grints it very nicely,

I must return thee a great many thanks, dear aunt, for thy nice long
letier. It made us almost fancy we were within reach of you again, 1
hope thou wilt write us as many as thon canst, for they cannot possibly po
toa long, or come toa often, Please urze a’l our dear relations to write,
You hava so manv opporinnities of sending, whilst we finl it very difficost
ta get a letter off There ig nothing in the Colonv to freight vessels wilh
at present, so that thev all go either to Svdney or China for cargoes, and
j1 ig a long time before they get back to Engzland. We were talking abort
it a few days ago, and were afraid vou would be blaming us for not having
written sooner, but we have really done our best. We have sen! letler:

{ Anthony Harris Taylor, here referred to, afterwards had o farm at Charleston, South
Australia: and his membership in the Society of Friends was trausferred to the Two Mouths
Meeting of South Australia early in 1862, 1le died on 13th February, 1570, leaving a widow, two
sons, and two or more daughters,  His widow afterwards married Mr, Mellor, the apricultucal
implement maker, of Adelaide. From the fact that Jeseph Jackson Lister is spoken of as
being his uncle, T think A, . Tavlor's mother must have been a danghter of Anthony Harris,
of Maryport, Cumberland, a sen-captain who lost his life at sea, and whose widow, Isabelia
Harris, was principal mistress or governess of the Girls' wing at Ackworth School for
nearly a quarter of a century, This admirable Malron also certainly had a daughter, Tsabella
Harris, junr., who occupied the post of Girls’ Reading Mistress in the School, and was, in her
turn, unsurpassed in the excellence of her reading, and her general influence with the children,
She married, in July 1815, Joseph Jackson Tister, F.R.8., the wine merchaut, of Tokenhouse
Vard, Loudon, who was the discoverer of most important principles in connexion with the
mannfacture of microscopes. They were the parents of Lord Lister, the celebrated Tondon
surgeon, who discovered the anti-septic treatment so invaluable in sargeryv. Anthony I,
Tavlor was 52, at the time of his death. -J.C,
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it several different ways, in hopes you might receive some before a very
preat while.

[ am preparing this to send by the “"Kathering Stewart FForbes,” which
is to sail direct home, laden with oil and wool. I believe Slephen HHacl,
after changing his mind a great many iimes, has at last cencluled to return
e Kngland in her, on a visit to his relations. e has kindly offered to
g0 to any place to which we choose to =end him, to tell you all about us,

1

but | must glve you warning that it vl not do (o believe more than hadf

he savs; he exaggerates so very much. I'or instance, he called npon us

1

after we had had a great deal of rvain, to ask how we got on, We told
Dim we managed very well.  The wet dripped rom the rool in one or two
placos, but not enough o inconvenience us at all. Ifather went down to
Adelaide a short thne after, and called at J. B, Haek's, Asg roon as he hai
gut down they began sayxing how =orry they were we had been so troubledd
with the wet, [Father leoked quite astonished, not knowing what they

meant, They then told him that Stephen had been down, and told them wa
Lad been completely washed out ol our house, Father said it was quitg
wrong; that wa had got on very well, Stephen makes ont such sfrarza

storiey o!

overyihing.
We have had a great Jeal of the grass burnt round us this summer, It

iz a heautiful sight when burning., We went out one evening wihen it was

dark. It looked like a large town on fire, for it burned not ouly the grass
but the brushwoad, and tlamed up to the top of some of the ald decayed
trees, We could enjo. the sieght hecause we knew no once was suffering

from it. When it had reached as neav vs as we wished tohave i, we all seg

out with houghs to heat it ont, 80 as to furn its course another way. The
sriass iy generally set on fire by accidem, cither by the natives, or Ly
travellers in the bush not leaving their fires safe. The long grass gets
very Cryvoat the end of the smmmer, and ecasily catehes fire, Thomas Cordey
nearly had his tent burnt down lately, e lives about six miles from us.
He walked over to dinner a few days ago, and told us that the day before
they set flre fo a large tree they wished to get rid of. at o wonsiderabla

distan o rom the tent. The 35 caught, and the fire ran along so last

that i burned down their hay which they hal just completed, and i

was with the greatest ditlieniiy they =aved the tents, His partners (named

Dond), were from home, He looks as stour and well az ever although he
works very harvd,

Margaret and I went for o walk last 2vd day, and got into sudh a heautihil

place., We thought we had never seen anything to equal it. We directly
wished for thy eompany o make I still more delightful. We wandered
on, admiring each prospect as it opened to our view, and falking very

carnes(ly ahout you all al the same time, till we were completely losr.
We then mounted to the top of one of the highest hills to {ake a survey of

the country round. hoping that we should f2ee something by whi-h to direet

our course. But we conld =ce nothing but Mount Darker ot a very great
di=tance, which we hnew was on the left of our housc, and from the time
of day the sun shoul! be on thewight., ¥ So we steered our course over hi'l

and vale by these, until, fio onr great joy, we gol into the right track again.
We mean to take helter care in fulure,

F¥rom this it is evident that the two girls were swandering amonast the hills to the north
or novthavest of Fairheld, and it is very lkely the beantiinl spol alluded to may hive been
what wos sometimes called Fern Gully, in the Stringy-bark Range in a direct line helween
Fuirlield and Hahndort, or the German hamlet of Yriedrichstadt, The fern-covercd pnllies
wmongst the hills in that direction wonld no doubt, in 1840, he very beautifil 3 2o,
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Please give our very dear love to Unele Charles. We should be much
obliged to him for a letter if he can find time to 'write. If he cannoi, wo
hope, if he meets with anything in his journeys likely to interest us, thou
will not omit to tell us in thine, for we Ilke to know what you are all
doing.

We should like our love given to all the Hertford Friends when thoa
hast an opportunity. Tell our friends the Lucases we long to come and take
tea with them as we used to do, but they must not think we at all regret
coming here. Tt is only the thought of having left all our friends behind us,

Jahn Godlee lives at Stephien Hack's. My brothers see him almost every
week when they go over. Ie 18 g0 busy that he has had our mangle-wheel
to repair for three months, anld has not had time to do 1t yet. The poor
mangle was sadly broken in coming up, for it was in one of the drays that
was upset. [Father is carpenter cnough to mend the woodwork, so that Y
only wantg tha wheel,

[ am now writing in mv own room on thoe 1st of 3rd month, with the
thermometer at 105deg. in the shade, and am not sa holt as § nsed to ha
shut up in our parlour at Hertford on a summer’s day,

I must now give thee a list of our live stock, as I fanev thou will
like to know how our farming goes on. We have six working bullocks—

-

great favorites—I3 cows, 8 calves (af present), a bull, a pony, 7 plegs, 28

fowlg, and twa broods coming off verv soon, & cat, and a magpie, Wa are
to have a dog that is just come overland wilth some sheep, They have not
anite got un vet, We are to have him as soon a= he iz at liberty, Our
bulloeks' names are Punch, Drandy, Farmer, Rodney, Captain, and Blucher.
The first four were nnmed when we had them, Poor Rodnev hind a sal
aceident about six weeks ago. Ha fell down going down hill, eanght

hit horn, and broke the bone down his forelhead, o that the horn hung
down quite loose. 8. Hack teld us it was quite impo==ible he could live, e
never =aw a bhulloek sa injured before, and advised us {o hava him killed
But as he was the flower of our team we were unwilling to fake such advice,
So be was bled, and his horn bandaged up, having a picee of wood as a
support lo prevent it shaking aboul when he walked. Tt has answered
very well, as he i8 now quite recovered, anwl the bandage was removed
lagt week., I has altered his face very much, and his horns are uneven, so
that he is not quite such a handsome looking fellow as he was before, bat
he is as genile as ever. Since writing the above our =tock of fowls has
increased to 50, one hen having 13, the other 9.

We hear a rumor of the Queen being likely (o marry. Should such
an evenl take place we should much like a newspaper containing a full
and particular account.

T hope T shall be able to collect some seeds of the beautiful wild flowers

next spring for thee. T should like that thy liftle garden should be gav
with Australian flowers. [ cannol help lancving they would grow, oy

garden is well stocked with all sorts of vegetables and herbs, and a little
fruit, We have some nice melons, and a great many Cape gooseberries,
which very much resemble the winter cherry. Father wishes me to say
he planted the fir cones soon after he came up here. Thev came up nicely,
but the hot and dry weather in the smmmer was too hot for them, and they
are nearly all gone off. e would therefore be obliged to thee for some
more,



38 THE VOVAGE OF THIE MAY FAMILY TO SOUTH AUSTRALIA

FFather and mother unite with us all in very dear love to dear grand
{athery Oh! if he could but see how happy we all are!

I must not omit to tell thee that we left our troublesome neighborg, the
fleas, behind us in Adelaide,

With very, very dear love from all our family to all our relations and
friends, | conclude—and acecept an unbounded share for thyself

IFrom thy ever affectionate niece,

MARIA MAY.

! This, ot course, was Willlam Morris, who lived with his son and daughter—Joseph
Marsh Morris and Maria Morris - at Ampthill, He died on 3rd of S5mo,, 1843, aged 89 years
and 5 months,—J.C.
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